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PM slams critics as he opens freight corridor

PM inaugurates key sections of Dedicated Freight
Corridor connecting U.P. to port in Navi Mumbai

Press Trust of India
VADODARA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday took a
dig at the Opposition over
a newly inaugurated dedi-
cated freight corridor, say-
ing critics would still com-
plain like a “naraz fufa”
(grumpy uncle) and manu-
facture grievances, while
dismissing Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s campaign
against the government as
“jhooth ki goonj” (echo of
lies).

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of three key sections
of the Western Dedicated
Freight Corridor, connect-
ing Jawaharlal Nehru Port
in Navi Mumbai with Dadri
in Uttar Pradesh, and
marking the project’s com-
pletion, Mr. Modi praised
his administration’s pace
of execution and called the
former UPA regime’s work-
ing speed “sluggish”.

“After 2014, with your
blessings, when I reached
Delhi, and as soon as we ar-
rived there, we began ac-

celerating this project.
Work on the dedicated
freight corridor has been
completed today,” he said.
The “jhooth ki goonj”
jibe appeared to mock the
Chhatron Ki Goonj student
dialogue campaign
launched by the Congress.
Through the campaign,
the Congress is trying to
corner the BJP on issues
such as exam question
paper leaks, costly educa-
tion, irregularities in go-
vernment recruitment and
unemployment.

‘Finding fault’
Targeting Mr. Gandhi with-
out naming him, Mr. Modi
said opponents would al-
ways find fault with major
infrastructure milestones
such as the newly inaugu-
rated freight corridor.
“Now, the naraz fufa ji
(grumpy uncle) will start
shouting: What will hap-
pen to the truck drivers?
Where will the trucks go?
What about the trucks peo-
ple have purchased? Now,
fufa jihas found something

i

He dismisses Rahul’s campaign against his govt.
as an ‘echo of lies’, attempt to mislead the youth
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Grand welcome: Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the event in Vadodara on Tuesday. Mo

new to complain about,”
the Prime Minister said.
He pointed to “rapid
modernisation” under his
decade-long tenure com-
pared to the previous ad-
ministration’s shortcom-

mngs.

“After 2014, India built
50,000 modern rail coach-
es. The previous regime
could not build even

50,000 toilets in 10 years,”
he said.

Taking aim at the Oppo-
sition’s youth outreach ef-
forts, specifically Mr. Gand-
hi's Chhatron Ki Goonj
campaign in Pune last
month, the Prime Minister
cautioned the youth
against “falling for political
misdirection”.

“At every nook and cor-

ner, you will find people
who will try to mislead you
through lies, but today’s
youth will stand with the
truth,” Mr. Modi said, urg-
ing youngsters to align
with factual progress over
political narrative.

He said the youth could
see how focused the go-
vernment was on working
across sectors, including

solar, wind, hydro, and nu-
clear energy. Describing
the dedicated railway
freight corridor as the life-
line of a rapidly developing
nation, the Prime Minister
noted that India’s econom-
ic transformation was ac-
celerating due to the mod-
ern freight structure.
Earlier, passenger and
goods trains were forced to
run on the same tracks,
which severely hampered
both passenger travel and
freight movement, but the
dedicated corridor altered
that dynamic, he said.

Criticising the adminis-
trative delays under the
previous government, he
pointed out that though
the concept originated in
2004 and a special pur-
pose vehicle was set up in
2006, files remained stuck
without progress until
2014.

“Unfortunately, even
these files were not fortu-
nate enough to get a dedi-
cated corridor. Files would
get stuck, hang around,
wander aimlessly,” Mr. Mo-

Modi says his opponents will continue to find
fault with ‘major infrastructure milestones’

di said. India is scripting a
new saga of manufactur-
ing, spanning “chips to
ships”, with components,
final products and the sup-
ply chain for self-reliance
being set up in the country,
Mr. Modi said.

At an event in Mumbai
later in the day, Mr. Modi
said the Indian economy’s
7.8% real GDP expansion
gave confidence to the
world at large because the
performance came in a
challenging quarter when
the impact of the West Asia
conflict was the highest.

He said India had
emerged as a major manu-
facturer of railway coach-
es, metro coaches and lo-
comotives in the last
decade.

A 100-km journey that
earlier took 6.5 hours for a
freight train can now be co-
vered in less than half the
time, while a 30-hour jour-
ney by truck can be com-
pleted in 10-12 hours on the
Dedicated Freight Corri-
dor, the Prime Minister
noted.



2,843 km, 400-plus trains: Corridors
cut time and cost, offer last-mile link

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, September 8

AMONG THE projects that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated in Vadodara on
Tuesday were the

last three sections
of the Western
& Dedicated Freight

Corridor (WDEC),
together covering
326 kilometresand developed at
a cost of over Rs 20,700 crore.
These three sections be-
tween Gujarat and Maharash-
tra — New Sanand (N)-New
Makarpura, New Umbergaon-

Sahnewal — N | ¢ Dedicated Freight
>Pﬂkhan|

' De lh Corridors
Rewari hurja o
WesternDFC = Dadl’l Bhaupur . Dy e

1,506 km ,\ Sonnagar

Palanpur DDU
SSnand(N) ’\ Y |
Makarpura EasternDFC -

" Bhestan 1,337km

Mumbai ). Vaitarna (Saphale)

(NPT) — MAP NOT TO SCALE

New Saphale, New Saphale- pletion of the1,506-km WDEFC,
New Jawaharlal Nehru Port which runs from JNPT in Navi
Trust (JNPT) — mark the com- »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Rewari Dadri ,"' )
{f/ ® Jaipur :

Igbalgarh

Western Dedicated Frelght Corridor:
approx. 1,500 km

Vadodara | , ® 5
Howrah
(Kolkata)

Mumbai®
Jawaharlal Nehru Port (JNET)
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£ 1. What is a Dedicated Freight Corridor? | DFC &RIT8?

A Dedicated Freight Corridor is a railway corridor designed primarily for freight trains rather than

regular passenger services.

Dedicated Freight Corridor @& Railway Corridor 2 5 T&a ®U & HI@mfsal & ddara & fag fawfad fasan
SITdT &, =T Passenger Trains & faiw 7gl|

Earlier, passenger and freight trains largely shared tracks on busy routes.
UE™ @¥d Routes TR Passenger 3R Freight Trains 92 GH1A U? IHE Tracks &1 39T &3t eff |

Separate freight corridors increase capacity and reduce interference between passenger and goods

operations.
31T Freight Corridors @ Capacity g&dt & 3ilR Passenger d2iT Goods Operations & €1 Interference &H

gar gl

Simple Concept

Old system - Passenger + Freight on common busy routes - congestion

DFC - Freight gets dedicated capacity - faster & more reliable logistics



Dedicated Freight
Corridors

Ludhiana
Eastern DFC

From Ludhiana to Sonnagar
(1337 km)

Western DFC Suopar
From JNPT to Dadri
(1506 km)

Source: Ministry of Railways (PIB)




EASTERN AND WESTERN DEDICATED FREIGHT CORRIDOR

Eastern Corridor (1839 Km)
Ludhiana - Khurja (404 Km)
Khurja - Kanpur (343 Km)
- Kanpur - Mughalsarai (393 Km)
Mughalsarai - Sonnagar (118 Km)
Sonnagar - Dankuni (538 Km)
Dadri- Khurja (43 Km)

Western Corridor (1499 Km) <
Vadodara- Rewari (930 Km) wia
Vadodara - INPT (428Km)
Rewari - Dadri incl. (141 Km)

TKD - Pirthala ;
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@
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Feature

Broad alignment

Major geography

Major traffic linkage

Key port

Rajasthan relevance

Western DFC (WDFC)
Dadri - JNPA

UP—Haryana—Rajasthan—Gujarat—
Maharashtra

Container/port-oriented freight

JNPA, Navi Mumbai

* % ® Very high

Eastern DFC (EDFC)

Ludhiana - Sonnagar
Punjab—Haryana—UP—-Bihar
Coal, minerals, industrial freight +

other cargo

No comparable terminal seaport at
its eastern end

Limited



Consider the following statements regarding the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor:

Western Dedicated Freight Corridor $IddY H FUHYAI 1R

Wﬂ"ﬂm:

¢ It connects Dadri with Jawaharlal Nehru Port.

e Dadri &I Jawaharlal Nehru Port '\ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂ%l

e It passes through Rajasthan.

qg ISR | §IPR oI g
e |t is associated with DFCCIL.

g DFCCIL T HalE B

e |ts primary purpose is to operate high-speed passenger trains.

LUDI BT 3%5{8[ High-Speed Passenger Trains T %I




Fish out of water

A fish-shaped booth installed on the walkway to encourage people to throw plastic bottles into it, rather than in the backwaters, lies empty
in Ernakulam, Keralam. The installation aims to raise awareness about the growing menace of plastic waste in water bodies. R.K. NITHIN
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Centre steps away from row over
Hindu group’s visit to Eiftel Tower

Religious group’s alleged ‘anti-women’ demands during visit to the iconic tower snowballs into a political row in France;
Govt. says it is a ‘matter between the entities involved’; PM Modi inaugurated the BAPS Temple in Paris virtually recently

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he government on

Tuesday faced

questions over its
links to a religious group
whose allegedly “anti-wo-
men" demands caused the
iconic Eiffel Tower in Paris
to shut down for a day,
leading to a major political
row in France. Paris city of-
ficials have begun a formal
inquiry, and the Hindu
group, known as BAPS, de-
nied making any demands
to “limit interactions” with
women employees at the
tower.

The shutdown came a
day after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurat-
ed a temple built by BAPS
(Bochasanwasi Akshar Pu-
rushottam Swaminarayan
Sanstha) in a Paris suburb.
In a 10-minute virtual ad-
dress, Mr. Modi had called
the construction a “new
chapter” in India-France
cultural relations. The Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said
the Prime Minister often
addressed such events and
India was not involved in
the controversy.

According to officials
managing the Eiffel Tower,

Saffron Seine: Hindu monks of the BAPS group take part in a
religious ceremony in front of the Eiffel Tower in Paris. arp

BAPS leaders, who were in
Paris for the temple’s in-
auguration,  specifically
asked for women em-
ployees to be moved out of
sight of the delegation of
monks, particularly their
93-year-old leader. The un-
ion of the Eiffel Tower em-
ployees, which called the
one-day strike in solidarity
with female colleagues,
said the women, who had
been replaced by men at
certain posts, were in-
structed not to cross cer-
tain areas while the delega-
tion was present.

“We are aware of the
opening of a temple by the
BAPS Sanstha in the Paris

area. As to the issue per-
taining to the Tower, this is
a matter purely between
the entities [BAPS and the
Eiffel Tower authorities]
concerned,” Ministry spo-
kesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said.

To a question from The
Hindu on whether the go-
vernment has asked BAPS
for an explanation of its al-
leged demand to deny wo-
men employees access to
parts of the Eiffel Tower or
whether it would now dis-
tance itself from the group,
Mr. Jaiswal said that it was
a “common practice” for
the Prime Minister to “con-
vey his good wishes” on

such occasions, and there
would be no comment.

Earlier this year, India’s
Ambassador to France,
Sanjeev Singla, had spoken
at a ceremony for the tem-
ple. India’s Ambassador to
UNESCO, Vishal Verma,
praised the BAPS group in
a social media post on
Tuesday and said his wife
had participated in the
“shilanyas” or stone-laying
ceremony of the temple in
2022,

BAPS issues denial
In written responses to The
Hindu, BAPS denied hav-
ing made the requests.
“We want to be unequi-
vocally clear: this coordi-
nation was undertaken
purely as a matter of opera-
tional courtesy and logis-
tics to ensure a smooth vi-
sit for a large group
without inconveniencing
the Tower’s employees or
the public,” BAPS, France,
said pointing out that the
delegation had more than
100 members. “It was nev-
er, at any point, intended
as a request rooted in gen-
der, and any suggestion to
the contrary does not re-
flect the spirit or values of
our fellowship or the dele-

gation,” it added, insisting
that BAPS did not know
about the denial of access
to anyone.

However, the
women employees had
said earlier that they were
made to feel “invisible”,

French right-wing and
centrist Opposition leaders
criticised the [Emmanuel]
Macron government for
the incident and demand-
ed an explanation. “In
France, we do not ask wo-
men to erase themselves.
No dogma, no religion is
above the laws of the Repu-
blic,” France's Equality Mi-
nister Aurore Berge said.

Several French com-
mentators questioned the
reasons behind the group's
influence, pointing to the
BAPS temple in the U.S.
that faced legal cases after
the Federal Bureau of in-
vestigation accused the
group of labour code
violations.

On Monday, Paris Mayor
Emmanuel Gregoire or-
dered an inquiry into the
incident, while Ariel Weil,
president of tower opera-
tor SETE, issued an
apology.

(With inputs from Sriram
Lakshman in London)




* According to the supplied report, a visit by a BAPS delegation to the Eiffel Tower
became controversial after women employees alleged that they were asked to remain
out of sight of the visiting delegation and not cross certain areas while the delegation

was present ﬁ
W BAPS Delegation P Eiffel Tower SH JHY
ﬁgﬁﬁm ?T%E}‘ef 3MRIY T fob Delegatlon &
PO &A1 U T 9 Bl ST T

* The allegations triggered a political controversy in France and Paris authorities
initiated an_inquiry.

g1 3IRIUI & 91¢ France ¥ Political Controversy = Eé 3R Paris Authorities =
Inquiry 3{[\53?[




A 1. What is BAPS? | BAPS TRIT 2?2

BAPS = Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha.
BAPS = Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sansthall

It is associated with the Swaminarayan tradition of Hinduism.

Ig &g e &t Swaminarayan URuR1 3 Hdfeid &1

BAPS has temples and cultural complexes in several countries.
BAPS & @8 220 H Temples 3iR Cultural Complexes £l

Exam association

BAPS - Swaminarayan tradition = Hindu religious organisation

BAPS - Swaminarayan 93431 - Hindu Religious Organisation



Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam
Swaminarayan Sanstha

SIHARTOT

BAPS

BAPS Akshar Deri Logo

Abbreviation
Formation
Founder
Type
Headquarters
Location
Region served

Leader

BAPS

5 June 1907 (119 years ago)
Shastriji Maharaj

Religious organisation
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India
5,025 Centers

Worldwide

Mahant Swami Maharaj



m 3.India's Government Position

The Ministry of External Affairs distanced the Indian government from the Eiffel Tower controversy.
Ministry of External Affairs 4 WRd IR&bR &I Eiffel Tower Controversy & 37T ddTIT|

According to the supplied report, the government's position was essentially:

The Eiffel Tower issue is a matter between BAPS and the Eiffel Tower authorities.

Eiffel Tower & Hdfeid ATHAT BAPS 31k Eiffel Tower Authorities & &t &1 fasd 21

The report also notes that the Prime Minister commonly conveys good wishes on such

religious/community occasions.

IJHER A Ig Wt BT T & b yemw=t 8F enffies Ameiidds 31aRRY UR QMEBTHATY 34T T JTHTRT UthaT & &9 |
B g



Fact

Location

Built for

Associated engineer
River nearby

Country

Answer

Paris, France

1889 Exposition Universelle/World's Fair
Gustave Eiffel

Seine

France



i1 6. French Secularism — Laicité . . .

This controversy can be connected conceptually with the distinctive French model of secularism known
as laicité.

g9 fdarg &t Conceptually France & fadig Secularism Model Laicité & 5186 Ug JHhd 2|

French republican secularism places strong emphasis on the neutrality of the State and equality of
citizens before public institutions.

French Republican Secularism 35 @ Neutrality 3R Public Institutions & W&l ATR&Y &Y Equality TR
fadhy SR aar 21

India vs France — conceptual comparison

India France

Constitutional secularism Laicité

Religious freedom under Articles 25-28 Strong separation of public authority and religion
State can regulate secular aspects of religious activity Strong emphasis on public-state neutrality
Equality - Articles 14-15 Republican equality principle

This is useful for Polity/Essay/Mains, but it should not be treated as proof about the facts of this specific
dispute.
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India-France Relations

India-France share a time tested relationship. The visit of French President Emmanuel Macron to India as the chief guest
for the Republic Day and PM Modi’s visit as the chief guest at the Bastille Day parade in France, exemplify the natural
bonds of friendship between the two countries

© India and France have traditionally close and friendly
relations.

Post India’s Independence- Diplomatic relations were
established.French aircraft like Ouragan, Mystere,Jaguar
have been part of the Indian air fleet since 1960’s. France
stepped in to supply nuclear fuel for Tarapur Plant after
US backout.

© Post Cold War Era- India and France entered into

Strategic Partnership in 1998 with defence, security and
space being major areas of cooperation.

& Geo-Political Cooperation- France was the first P-5
country to support Indian membership in the UNSC.
France’s support was vital in India’s accession to the
Missile Technology Control Regime, Wassenaar
Arrangement and Australia Group

) Geo-Strategic cooperation- Indian Air Force planes have

been deployed to Reunion Island. France is part of india-
France-Australia Trilateral Dialogue that supports free,
open and inclusive Indo-Pacific. France with India’s stand
on Pak supported cross border terrorism.

Defence and Security- France is India’s second-largest
defence supplier in 2017-2021 with Rafale, scorpene
submarines. Joint exercises like Varuna (Naval), Garuda
(Air Force) and Shakti (Army).

Economic cooperation- India-France trade $ 13.4 bn in
2022-23. France is 11th largest foreign investor in India.
Energy, Climate and S&T- France supports India’s entry
into NSG, jointly set up ISA with India, CNES and ISRO
space collaboration on TRISHNA satellite, and
construction of world’s largest nuclear park in Jaitapur.

© Securing the Indo-Pacific- Counter the growing Chinese

aggression. For ex- India-France Joint Strategic Vision
for cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region in 2018.
Strategic Autonomy- Relations not constrained either
by the Anglo-Saxon views (in France) nor the anti-
western thoughts (In India). For ex- France support of
India after 1998 Pokhran Nuclear Test.

© Global Stability- Checking Russia’s assertiveness in

Europe and China’s assertiveness in Asia

€ Horizon 2047 Agreement- Future roadmap of India-

France collaboration for the next 25 years in Al, super
computing and cloud computing.

€ Absence of Free Trade Agreement- Stalled progress
on the India-EU Broad based Trade and Investment
agreement (BTIA)

@ Trade Imbalances and IPR issues- France exports
more to India and inadequate IPR protection of
French firms in India.

© stalled Projects like the Jaitapur nuclear project
Differences in geopolitical approaches- Ukraine war
stand and French stand on BRI contrarian to India’s.

€ Emerging geopolitical scenario- Middle east crisis

© Early Conclusion of FTA- India- EU BTIA

© Implementation of Agreement on Migration & Mobility
© Increased Trade and Investment via Joint Ventures
©) Expedition on stalled projects like J




* Consider the following statements:
HYAI TR
* BAPS is associated with the Swaminarayan tradition.
BAPS Swaminarayan U¥UR] 9 et gl

* The Eiffel Tower was constructed in connection with the 1889 World's Fair.
Eiffel Tower &T fTHTOT 1889 World's Fair | Haferd YT

* The Eiffel Tower is located near the Seine River.
Eiffel Tower Seine River ﬁﬁ'@ﬁ[ I

* Laicité is commonly associated with the French model of secularism.
Laicité France * Secularism Model ﬁ Wﬁlﬁ % I
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Meta debuts Muse, its
personal Al assistant
that can access apps

Reuters
NEW YORK

Meta rolled out on Tuesday
a long-touted Al assistant
that can autonomously
send emails, sell a car and
book travel on a person’s
behalf, despite internal
concerns that the technol-
ogy mismanages its access
to sensitive personal data.

The company’s Muse
agent is the centrepiece of
CEO Mark Zuckerberg'’s
plan to offer “personal su-
perintelligence” to the bil-
lions of people who use
Meta’s services daily. The
product will be available
only in the U.S. initially, via
a dedicated Muse app or
Meta’s WhatsApp messag-
ing service.

Muse is designed to ac-
Cess a person’s apps across
categories like email, ca-
lendar, payments, health,

The product will be available
only in the U.S. initially. REUTERS

shopping and the smart
home, Meta said. People
choose which apps it con-
nects to and can revoke ac-
cess at any time.

As recently as this week,
Meta employees testing the
tool have reported cases of
Muse arranging vacation
logistics,  disconnecting
without explanation and
uploading sensitive infor-
mation without permis-
sion, according to internal
posts seen by Reuters.



According to the supplied Reuters report, Meta has rolled out “Muse”, a personal Al assistant capable
of autonomously performing actions such as sending emails, arranging travel and even helping sell a
car on a user's behalf.

fGu T Reuters AR & 31AR Meta 7 “Muse” ATH® Personal Al Assistant @i-d fdsam 8, 3it User @1 3iR &
Email W13, Travel Book &34 3iR gl deb b Car 99 318 BRf Wd: &2 Jhd 2l

Muse is initially being made available only in the United States, through a dedicated Muse app or
Meta's WhatsApp messaging service.

Muse &I [B3Td A ddd United States H Dedicated Muse App IT Meta & WhatsApp & ATEIH J IUcTe!
BT AT IET 2

Core Concept: Muse is not merely a chatbot - it is an Al agent designed to take actions
across connected apps.

Muse dd Chatbot 98l - Ig Connected Apps R Action &1 & feiw 94111 =T Al Agent 21



App/Data Category

fewal

P@J Email _‘ic-ﬁa
Calendar Pas
Payments HIdTH

E. Health

W et Apps/Data

El Shopping

31T"|Q‘II$"I Shopping

ﬁh Smart Home

Smart-Home Devices



Traditional Chatbot

Mainly answers questions
T U4l & IR ol 6

User asks - Al responds

Usually limited external action

Generates information/content

Example: drafting an email

Agentic Al / Al Agent
Can perform tasks/actions

Tasks/Actions X b dl %’

User gives goal - Al plans/actions
Can interact with connected tools/apps

Can potentially execute multi-step
workflows

Example: accessing email/calendar and
carrying out authorised actions



# 4.Biggest Issue — Personal Data & Privacy

The report highlights internal concerns about Muse's handling of sensitive personal data.
IYHTIR Muse gRT Sensitive Personal Data Handle &34 & @R Internal Concerns &Y Wt 35TTR &63dT &1

According to Reuters, employees testing the system reported cases involving:

Sensitive information allegedly being uploaded without permission.
Sensitive Information &\ &feld ¥4 & Permission & fdaT1 Upload ATl

Unexpected disconnection during tasks.
Task % &R 31@H® Disconnect &l ST

Unexpected behaviour while arranging travel logistics.
Travel Logistics Arrange %3d 9593 Unexpected Behaviour |

These reported concerns illustrate a broader problem:

More Al autonomy - more capability - potentially greater privacy/security consequences when
something goes wrong.

3iféies Al Autonomy - 3if€ies Capability - Taidl 81 R Privacy/Security @1 IMifad Risk ¥t 31feia|



Risk

Privacy

Cybersecurity
Excessive permissions
Hallucination/error

Accountability

Consent

Financial risk

Automation bias

Meaning

Personal information may be exposed/misused
Connected apps expand the attack surface
Agent receives more access than necessary
Incorrect reasoning may trigger wrong actions
Who is responsible for an autonomous mistake?

Whether every sensitive action is genuinely
authorised

Particularly important when payments are
connected

Humans may trust Al recommendations/actions
excessively



* With reference to Agentic Al, consider the following statements:
Agentic Al & W‘l—f s | YT R :

* It may interact with external software tools to complete tasks.
Ug Tasks WW% [CTT External Software Tools ¥ Interact < Jhdl |

* It may perform multi-step actions with some autonomy.
gg P& Autonomy & g1y Multi-Step Actions X b d] %’I

* Greater access to external applications can create privacy and cybersecurity risks.
External Applications &I Access Privacy Ud Cybersecurity Risks HI Hhdl g |

* Agentic Al necessarily requires no human ove

rsight.
Agentic Al H 9T U ¥ Human Oversight ﬁ A hd] :Ié)[a?ﬁl




Chinese researchers find link between climate change
and glacial collapse, warn of increasing disaster risks

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING
have

Chinese experts

pointed to a clear link bet-
ween rising temperatures,

which have led to signifi-
cant glacial retreat on the
Tibetan Plateau, and the
deadly August 26 glacial
collapse on the Nepal-Chi-
na border, warning of
growing risks from more
glacial flood outbursts,
with more than 14,000 gla-
cial lakes mapped on the
plateau.

According to the most
recent inventory of glaciers
measured by Chinese re-

searchers on the Tibetan
Plateau, the glacier area
had fallen to 39,000 sq.
km, down from 44,000 sq.
km and 51,000 sq. km in
two previous studies con-
ducted over a period of six
decades.

“The retreat has been
particularly pronounced in
the southern part of the
plateau. In areas including
the Gangdise Mountains
(Trans-Himalayan range
that includes Mount Kai-
lash), Nyenchen Tanglha
Mountains, and the Hima-
layas, glaciers have shrunk
by about 40% over the past
60 years,” Kang Shichang,

Experts find ‘most
pronounced growth’
in glacial lakes in
part of the Himalayas
close to China’s
‘southern borders’

director and researcher at
the Institute of Mountain
Hazards and Environment
of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences in Chengdu, in
the southwestern province
of Sichuan, was quoted as
saying by the official Peo-
ple’s Daily on Monday.
Across the entire pla-
teau, he said, glaciers had

shrunk by 24%. The melt-
ing of glaciers had “directly
led to a substantial in-
crease in both the number
and size of glacial lakes
across the plateau”. “The
main driver of this dramat-
ic change is global warm-
ing,” he said.

The report said this re-
treat had “greatly height-
ened the risk of glacial lake
outburst floods, landslides,
and other disasters”.
“There are now more than
14,000 glacial lakes on the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. Ov-
erall, these lakes continue
to expand rapidly, with as-
sociated disaster risks stea-

dily accumulating,” it not-
ed. What will be of
particular concern to India
and Nepal is that research-
ers found the “most pro-
nounced growth” in glacial
lakes in the part of the Hi-
malayas close to China’s
“southern borders”, ac-
cording to Nie Yong, anoth-
er researcher at the
institute.

Experts say the rising
risks have further under-
lined the need for both
closer mapping of glacial
lakes and sharing of data,
given the likely impact
from flooding on down-
stream regions.




Indicator Finding

Glacial lakes mapped on Qinghai-Tibet

Plateau 14,000+
Glacier area in latest inventory ~39,000 sg km
Earlier study estimates ~44,000 & 51,000 sg km
Period covered ~6 decades
Southern plateau glacier shrinkage in some ~40%

regions

Overall plateau glacier shrinkage ~24%




.. 2.Glacier Retreat — What Does It Mean?

Glacial retreat means the glacier's terminus/front moves backward over time when ice loss exceeds
replenishment.

Glacial Retreat T 312f & fdb 0T & T2l Glacier &T Front/Terminus Ule gedr g, 5id Ice Loss 39!
Replenishment & 31f€ies 8 S1dT 21

Basic chain
Global warming 1 - glacier melting 1+ - glacier mass { - retreat 1
Global Warming 1 = Glacier Melting * - Glacier Mass V - Retreat 1

The report identifies global warming as the main driver of the dramatic changes observed across the
plateau.

JHTIR H Global Warming @Y Plateau UR €l 3¢ 93 dGaTd! &1 53 Driver gd/IT T-IT £
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. 5. What is GLOF?

GLOF = Glacial Lake Outburst Flood.
GLOF = Glacial Lake Outburst Flood |

It is the sudden release of a large volume of water from a glacial lake when its natural containment
fails or is overtopped.

319 Glacial Lake @1 A4 aTelT UTdsfdes Barrier fa%d 81 51T AT 9Tt 39d HUR A 98 31T, dl 951 AT A Ut
3P fFdhd Tbdl 8—2d GLOF Bea &

Possible triggers

Ice/rock avalanche - g% /agH &T Avalanche
Moraine-dam failure - Moraine Dam Failure
Extreme rainfall - &g asf

Rapid snow/ice melt - @37 Snow/Ilce Melt
Earthquake/landslide - ¥<U/Landslide



@ 6. What is Moraine? | Moraine SRIT &2

Moraine is accumulated rock debris transported and deposited by a glacier.
Moraine @& Rock Debris & f3i@ Glacier Transport &3 STHT &B3dl g1

Some Himalayan glacial lakes are impounded by moraine dams, which may be less stable than
engineered dams.

$B Himalayan Glacial Lakes Moraine Dams gRT 31d! 3Tt &, 5t Engineered Dams @t A1 H &H Stable &
Il 2l

Exam chain

Glacier = Moraine = Moraine-dammed lake - Dam failure - GLOF

? 7. Areas Highlighted in the Report

The report says particularly pronounced retreat has occurred in southern parts of the plateau, including:

Gangdise Mountains
Gangdise Mountains

Nyaingéntanglha/Nyenchen Tanglha Mountains
Nyenchen Tanglha Mountains

Himalayas

fenrea



¢ South Lhonak Lake, Sikkim — 2023
The October 2023 Sikkim disaster involved a GLOF from South Lhonak Lake and severely affected the
Teesta basin.
October 2023 ® Sikkim @t South Lhonak Lake & Tdftid GLOF A Teesta Basin @& TR ®u & wnafaa fasam
@ Chamoli, Uttarakhand — 2021
The 2021 Chamoli disaster involved a catastrophic rock-and-ice avalanche and subsequent flood.
2021 Chamoli Disaster ® catastrophic Rock-and-Ice Avalanche @&T 333 3@~ Flood 2nfee arm|
! Exam Trap

Do not simply label every Himalayan flash flood a GLOF.
& Himalayan Flash Flood @ GLOF A H[ |

» 10. Climate Change and Himalayan Cryosphere

Higher temperatures - increased ice loss
I dI9HTE - AfEE Ice Loss

Retreating glaciers - expansion/new formation of glacial lakes
Glacier Retreat - Glacial Lakes &1 fa@ar/fAnfor

Growing lakes - potentially greater outburst-flood exposure
a3l Glacial Lakes - IMifdd GLOF Exposure # gfg



TEHRAN-BACKED HOUTHIS ACCUSE RIYADH OF LAUNCHING AIRSTRIKES ON YEMEN

Houthis strike oil facilities in
4 Saudi cities as war expands

US submersible
captured near
Strait, says IRGC

Reuters
Cairo, Dubai, September 8

YEMEN'S TEHRAN-backed
Houthis attacked four cities in
thesouthof US ally Saudi Arabia
Tuesday, injuringover 70 people
and setting oil installations
ablaze in what appearedtobe a
major expansion of the six-
month-old West Asia war.

The Houthis said they
launched a broad operation
deep into Saudi territory. They
used drones and missiles to
strikea Saudiairbase insouthem
city of Khamis Mushait, and tar-
gets belonging to Saudi Arabia’s
state oil company in nearby
Abha, Najran on the Yemeni
border, and Jazan, a major Red
Sea port city that houses a large
refinery and power plant.

NASA satellite images
showed a thick cloud of black
smoke over the Jazan refinery
and a column of white smoke
rising from an oil distribution
centrein Abha.

Saudi authorities described
blazes at the sites and said
women and children were
among the 73 people hurt. The
reportsof such large numbers of

* HOUTHISTRIKES ON SAUDI ARABIA
' IRAQ
IRAN
EGYPT SAUDI
ARABIA
RED SEA °
- Riyadh UAE
Khamis Mushait —=—=
Abha —— § Jdanan OMAN
i YEMEN A RABIANSEA
Sanaa IAN S

() Bab-el-Mandeb Strait

wounded suggested the attacks
were among the biggest carried
out against Saudi Arabia since
the USand Israellaunched their
war against [ran in February.
The Houthis released pic-
tures of explosions of what they
said were trucks from Saudi Ara-
bia they had hit in separate
strikes at the border in another
areathe previous day.
Houthi-controlled mediare-
ported later on Tuesday that
airstrikes in Yemen's Jubah dis-
trict east of the capital Sanaa and
Taiz province in the southwest.
SaudiArabiahasled an Arab
coalition battling against the
Houthisin Yernen for morethan
adecade, That war had calmed
in recent years, but a ceasefire
there hasbrokendown, withthe
Houthisthreateningshippingat

the mouth ofthe Red Sea.

The International Organiza-
tion for Migration said more
than 18,500 people had fled their
homes becauseof fightingalong
Yemen'swest coast over the past
three days. "The coalition will
take all necessary operational
measures to deter this terrorist
militia and resolutely confronts
its hostile approach,” Turki al-
Malki, spokesperson for the
Saudi-ted coalition, son X.

Houthi spokesperson Yahya
Saree accused Riyadh of having
escalated the war by launching
airstrikes on Yemen, and said
the Houthis would respond.

Meanwhile, the navyofIran’s
Revolutionary Guards said on
Tuesday it had captured an un-
manned US submersible at the
mouthofthestrait, There was no
confirmation from Washington.

USimposes 36

fresh sanctions
onlran, aviation
sector targeted

Washington: The United States
on Tuesday issued 36 fresh
Iran-related sanctions target-
ing Iran’s aviation sector and
other companies as part of a
broad push to escalate econ-
omic pressureon Tehran asthe
war in West Asia entered a
seventh month.

The US Treasury Depart-
mentsaid the action was aimed
at grounding Iran’s Mahan Air,
already sanctioned by the US
and the EU, and all other Ira-
nian airlines.

Thesanctionsalsotookaim
at covert front companies, for-
eign intermediaries and decep-
tive trans-shipment routes that
Washington says Iran relies on
toobtain US-origin aircraftand
sensitive technology.

The Treasury also issued an
alert asking financial institu-
tions to report any procure-
ment networks supporting
Iran's aviation industry, while
designating firms based in
Turkey and the UAE that it
said helped Tehran procure
US-origin aircraft and sensi-
tive technology. Reuters
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City

Khamis Mushait

Abha

Najran

Jazan

Importance

Major military/air-base
area in southern Saudi
Arabia

Important city in Asir
region; oil distribution
infrastructure mentioned
in report

Close to Yemen border

Major Red Sea port and
refinery/power
infrastructure

<T&01t Saudi Arabia BT

UHY Military/Air-base

&

(o
Asir &3 BT Hed YUl X
Qil Distribution
Infrastructure d | o CTIRg

Yemen T & e

Red Sea | YHd Port
Yl Refinery/Power
Infrastructure




2. B Why Oil Facilities Matter | Oil Facilities @R Agerguf &2

Saudi Arabia is one of the world’s major oil producers and exporters, so attacks on oil facilities can
have implications for global energy markets.

Saudi Arabia gfaT & UHE Oil Producers 3R Exporters R 3 T 8, 38f@T Oil Facilities U gHal Global
Energy Markets &1 YMIfdd & dba &

Damage to refineries, storage or distribution centres can increase fears of supply disruption.
Refineries, Storage AT Distribution Centres Eh‘rﬂ?h‘aﬁ Supply Disruption 1 312i<sT 9T ThdT 2|

Economic Chain

Attack on oil infrastructure - supply risk ** = crude oil prices may rise - inflation pressure 1

Oil Infrastructure R gAd1l = Supply Risk * = Crude Oil Pricesﬂ@'m%’ - Inflation Pressure 1t

India Link

India is a major crude-oil importer, so prolonged instability in West Asia can affect India’s import bill,
inflation and current account.

WRd Crude Oil T 93T Importer &, AT West Asia i 5id THI dap 31IRAT YR & Import Bill, Inflation 3R
Current Account &1 WIfdd &R Thdl 2l



Feature
Connects

Major relevance
Nearby Yemen?
Near Iran?

India exam
relevance

Bab-el-Mandeb

Red Sea &< Gulf of
Aden

Suez/Red Sea trade

[Z Yes

X Not directly

Trade route

Strait of Hormuz

Persian Gulf << Gulf of
Oman

Gulf oil exports

X No
Yes

Oil security



Consider the following statements regarding Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait:
Bab-el-Mandeb Strait & daY H A9 Byl IR AR ﬁﬁl’(’:

1. It connects the Red Sea with the Gulf of Aden.

Y% Red Sea &I Gulf of Aden ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂél

2. Yemen lies on its eastern side.

Yemen mﬁaﬁ?@lﬁal

3. Itis important for maritime trade using the Suez Canal route.
g Suez C§nal Route ¥ E-ﬁef a1l Maritime Trade & ﬁl"!
HEE‘]_UI I

4. It directly connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman.

q—&'ﬁﬁ Persian Gulf ®T Gulf of Oman ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂgl



India Joins Global 6G Network Initiative



6G is expected to be the next generation after 5G.

It aims to provide much higher data speeds.

It is expected to reduce network latency significantly.

It will support advanced machine-to-machine communication.

It is expected to enable technologies like Al, robotics and
smart cities.

6G, 5G & d1¢ 31Tt Uigt df AIdISd IR ddb-Td HIAT 3T
& el

DT 382T Igd 3AfeID ST T UGH BAT &l

I8 Acdd &I fadadr (Latency) B 3eoid-1T BHT 311 &I
3IE Bl

g 3~1d HeflH-g-HiT R &l IHe

IE Al, &ifeaT 3k TE et sttt da-1dh] Bl JaH B



India's participation

India joined the initiative on 7 September 2026.

WRd 7 ffdar 2026 &1 g9 Uge | 2nfAc g3l

The initiative includes the United States and 24 other nations.

3 UgH W T 59 IMRBT 3R 24 37177 321 enfie 1

The focus is on security, competitiveness and technological innovation.

UG B4 BIeH Raf, Ufaweiardar 3k dd-id! Farar Wi 2

India-US Technology Cooperation

The agreement followed discussions between India's Commerce Minister and the U.S. Department of
Commerce.

g FHgitaT kA & arforsa wat 3R 3mfkat anforsa favm & dta g€ aafsit & arg gam
The discussions also covered artificial intelligence, data centres and semiconductor investment.

Tafaif F faw gfgren, 2e1 der 3k Artdeaez fAder w i faar fasar mam

Technology areas discussed

« Artificial Intelligence (Al) — 3R gfgaaT

« Data Centres — 3e1de?
« Semiconductors — bR
» Advanced Telecommunications — 3=d TIUR



5Gvs 6G

Feature 5G 6G (Expected)

Generation Fifth Sixth

Speed Very High Extremely High

Latency Low Ultra-low

Al Integration Limited Deeply Integrated

Connectivity Humans + Devices Humans + Devices + Intelligent Machines

Important Facts for Exams

Remember These

Initiative: Global 6G Network Initiative

India joined: 7 September 2026

Partner countries: United States + 24 others
Technology: 6G telecommunications

Related G20 meeting: Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Meeting dates: 1-2 September 2026

Indian ministry: Ministry of Commerce and Industry



Consider the following statements:

1. India joined the Global 6G Network Initiative on 7 September 2026.
2. The initiative includes only G20 countries.
3. The initiative focuses on security and technological innovation.

Which of the statements are correct?

A) 1and 2 only

B) 1 and 3 only

C) 2 and 3 only
)

o
n
.
e (D)1, 2and 3



India Hosts 18th BRICS Summit 2026



English

Summit — 18th BRICS Summit
Host/Chair — India

Year — 2026

Venue city — New Delhi

BRICS Chairship began — 1 January
2026

Theme — Building for Resilience,
Innovation, Cooperation and
Sustainability

Four keywords — R-I-C-S

fewal

AT — 1841 BRICS Summit
ASdT/3SI&] — HIRd
¥ — 2026

MR — s faeall
YR P el — 1 S a3 2026 §

i — Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation MR Sustainability %ﬁrq

IR Keywords — R-I-C-S



* India's BRICS 2026 theme is extremely MCQ-friendly:

* R - Resilience

| = Innovation

C - Cooperation
S - Sustainability

* “Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability.”
“Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation Sustainability

* The theme reflects India's people-centric and “humanity-first” approach to
multilateral cooperation.

g% Themgﬁ@%%?éﬂ?ﬁﬂ%qﬁf YIRd & People-Centric 3R “Humanity-First”
I

I”



Original/Core
Br Brazll

rRU Russia

IN India

cN China

zA South Africa

Expanded Members

EG Egypt

et Ethiopia

ip Indonesia

IR Iran

AE United Arab Emirates

sa Saudi Arabia*



2001

— “BRIC” acronym coined by
economist Jim O'Neill.

2001 = Economist Jim O'Neill =

TN fa|

“BRIC” Reg b

2009

— First BRIC Leaders' Summit at
Yekaterinburg, Russia.

2009 - Yekaterinburg, Russia ffEIEFIT

BRIC Leaders' Summit Wﬁlﬂ@'\ﬂl
—> First BRIC Foreign Ministers' meeting — South Africa's inclusion was agreed,
on sidelines of UNGA, New York. turning BRIC into BRICS.
2006 - UNGA, New York & GIRTH Ugdi! 2010 -> South Africa &1 JMH HA W
BRIC Foreign Ministers' Meeting E_stl '\‘:lfﬂ:rﬁfﬁg 3fR BRIC - BRICS T

2006

2010



e 2012 - New Delhi Summit
2016 - Goa Summit

2021 - Virtual Summit

2026 -» Current Chairship

. YR 2012, 2016 37X 2021 T H} BRICS BT STEIAT H DT § 3% 2026 A Y: AL |
* The 2021 Indian chairship used the theme:

* “BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation and Consensus.”
“BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation and Consensus.”



The BRICS India 2026 logo uses colourful
petals representing BRICS members
around an Indian-inspired central motif.

BRICS India 2026 Logo H BRICS &l
|

4

The central “Namaste” imagery

represents India's warmth, respect and

harmonious collaboration.

&g Pl “Namaste” STHfd R DI

Warmth, Respect Gﬁ? Harmonious

Collaboration 1 Eﬂf?ﬂ % I

/




WI®N

ICS
INDIA 2026

INDIA UNVEILS THE
OFFICIAL BRICS 2026
LOGO, FEATURING A
LOTUS CROWNED WITH
A NAMASTE

X @ f WIONews




BRICS

Emerging/developing-
power grouping

India > Member
China > Member

NDB associated with
BRICS

Global South relevance
high

G7

Major advanced
economies

India > Not member
China = Not member

No comparable G7
development bank

Advanced-economy
grouping

G20

Major advanced +
emerging economies

India > Member
China - Member

No “G20 Bank”

Broader global
economic forum




Consider the following statements regarding BRICS:

BRICS & I&e A A= el iR faar Hhifsie:

1. India holds the BRICS Chairship in 2026.
1. ¥Rd 2026 & BRICS Y 3¢ &(dT b3 &I &1

2. The theme of India's chairship includes Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability.
2. IR <! 318 &MdT bt Theme A Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation 3i? Sustainability 2nfidd &1

3. The New Development Bank is headquartered in Shanghai.
3. New Development Bank &1 H&ITeid Shanghai A gl

4. South Africa was a member of the original BRIC grouping from its inception.
4. South Africa [531Td & &l ol BRIC &1 TGHT T
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Word of the day

Pernickety:
characterised by excessive precision and
attention to trivial details

Synonym: fastidious

Usage: Heis too pernickety about minor
issues to see the bigger picture.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/pernickety

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /panik.1.ti/

— X
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