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“Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it is

time to reform (or pause and reflect).”

— Mark Twain
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Netanyahu backs
Trump for Nobel

WASHINGTON
Imraeli Prime Mirister Benjamin
Petammyahas told President
Donsd Tmp he was
Paminating the LS. leader far
2 Nobel Peace Prize as the twa
rock 8 victory lap on Monday
%0 hail theer strikes on ran's
Fraclear facilities. % PAGE 14

5 Isracli soldiers
killed in Gaza

TEL AVIV
Five Ismaeli saldiers were killed
in an attack in the narthern
Gaza Sinp. s@els miltary swd

uesday, while hesith
officials in the Falestnian
territory sald that at least 51
peaple were killed in lsraes
strikes. 3 PAGE 14

India says trade deal with U.S. imminent

U.S. President Donald Trump extends tariff pause to
Aungust 1 and threatens new hikes for 14 countries

NEW DELED

ndia expects to an-
nounce a ‘mind’ trade
deal with the United

e
on Tuesday, though LS.
President Donald Trump
has now extended his tariff
pause until fAasgust 1. They
cautioned, however, that
India will not push ahead if

Trump also said that the
LS. was “close to making a
deal with India”.

Mr. Trump has also sent
tters to B4 countries.
threatening higher tarific
from August 1, in a bid o
address their trade deficits
with the LLS. They include

3 . Ka-

and Herzegovina, Indone-

and

ing to finalise the deal. so
e Juty BB dendbine i s
what we are operating
under.”

New

Negotiations could be extended to August 1 if the
deal specifics do not suit India, says an official

Last-minute
revision

P in tanfes

e estended il
Bugust 1, but afficals cax
adealc

HOWeVer, as Per an execu-

including information on
the stamus of discussions
the

Eastern Daylight time.
Another oficial aware of

suspension of higher tariffs
will novw extend until 12-01
am. on August 1, by U.S.

the i a deal
could materialise by the
might of July &, or “in a day
ar two™

However, this oficial ad-
ded that india could use
the expanded August 1
window “if the deal specif-

06 suit us"
Stating that levies would

start being paid on Augnst

rybody~

~We made some
(erade] desic, Bt for the
most part we are going to
send a letter,” he said

Deal dynamics
A team of ndian negotia-
tors led by Special Secre-
tary in the Ministry of
Commerce and 1

the LU.5. last week. A team
Erom the U.5. has also visi-
ed India rwice in the last

months.
According o sources,
india has placed its final
0 5 before the U.S.

India has placed its final proposals, now the U.S.
has to decide whether to accept it, says a source

and now the U.S. has to de-
cide whesher to accept the
s T
part.

arnendl.:spwnpnsa‘lslnrme

.u me Hindu has re-

enmiline. 5 i gencoalhy.
modified (GM) crops and
imports,

The LS. is pushing In-
dia to allow the impart of
GM products such as soy-
bean meal and distillers
dried gralns with solubles

38} for animal feed
DDGS is a by-produce of
the ethancl

even produced domestical-
Iy, lex alone imported.

Another demand is for

India to allow the import of

milk from the US.,

w]ll(l\ India has been re-

shsging.

Sweet oute

Lord Balabhadrs and Diev Subhadrs return o the S

wiest offers rasogal as prasod on the final day of the Fothyatre testival (Wodsitaje] at Purl In disha. Lord Jagannath,

Three schoolchildren killed as train
hits van at level crossing gate in T.N.

5. Prasad
CUDDALORE
Three schoolchildren wese

rammy a pas-
senger train while attermnpt-
[

‘Tuesday. One more
student, the van driver and
another  person  were
injured

The Villupuram-Mayila-

S, and dragged it tor
nearly 50 metres before
coming to a hale, reports
sabd.

Preliminary inquiries by

who insisted on allowing

The schacl

passenger tram in Coddalors, Tamil Nadis on Tuescay. & FRASAD

the vehicle to cross the
gate_ This should not have
been permied, the offi-
clals sald.

Eng the train's passing. An

irate crowd thrashed him_

Nimalesh, 12, and T
Charumathy, 16, were
killed on the spot. Charu-
mathy’s brother T. Chezhi-

Viswesh, 16, and the driver

of the van S. Sankar, 47,
have been admitted 1o the
Government  Hospital,

55, a resi-

dent emm. 2
sustained injuries while at
temprng to rescue the chil-
dren when a snapped aver-
head power cable fell on

Southern Railway said
the van belonging to Krish-
fidyanilethan, a
school in
S.Kumarapuram in Cudda-
lore disrict, actempted to
cross the railway level

‘and Alappakkam.
uperintendent of Pol-
ice 5. Jey epu-

Police (Villupuram Range)
E.S. Uma monitored the
rescue operations

No more backbenchers: a Malayalam film inspires change in Kerala schools

Malayvalam mowie n

s

institutions in the State to give up the traditonal row-based seating armangement in favour of a semi-circular layout; the movie, directed by Vinesh

Viswanath, aims to do away with the unconscious splitting of students into groups — the studious children in the front and the often disruptive rebels on the badk benches

RLIVANANTHAPURASE

inesh Viswanash

Sthararthi Sreelutian, to
trigger a in
mindset in schools. The
coming-ofage Malayalam
about an u
ary school in

conventional row-based
in

on the OTT platform Saina.

swanath says.
in the film, the idea is
mooted by the eponymous
character, an unassumi
backbencher who is
perpetually Late for class.
Frame 10 do away with the

fawaur of a semi-cince
arrangement, with the
teacher as the centre.
Since the film was released
cm
3

on the back benches.

Students of RCC LPS in Wadakkanchery, Thrissur, in sheir new
seating layoul, SPECIA ARRARGEVEN

The concept is not new,
since the District Primary
Education Prs

launched by the Unkon
government in 1994 in six
States, including Kerala,
had suggested fexible

seating arrangements that
some schools had eried

10 the traditional row
sysgem.

stacked against it from the

start. It was rebeased after

and despite the
reviews, it had a rathe:
short run in theatres. The

introduced the system in
his school. However, we
could not publicise it
when the film released
Decsime thofwantte .
climax of

Domicile

now must for
womerns job
quota in Bihar

TATHA
The Bihar Cabiner on Tues-
day

manda-

made the reveal arly afer
i started streaming on

OTT,” Mr. Viswanath says
‘The schools that have

before the film reached
theatres. We were
unaware that he had

inclide the Pappinisseri
West LP* School and

tory for accessing the 35%
reservation for women in
State government jobs,
eviously, won n from
mnsld? Bilsar (Duld also
benefit from Elm reserva-
ton policy, which was in-
roduced by the v o~
Vernmmen i 208G,

The decision was taken
at a Cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar.
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India says trade deal with U.S. ‘imminent’

U.S. President Donald Trump extends tariff pause to
August 1 and threatens new hikes for 14 countries

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

ndia expects to an-
l nounce a ‘mini’ trade

deal with the United
States “in a day or two”,
government officials said
on Tuesday, though U.S.
President Donald Trump
has now extended his tariff
pause until August 1. They
cautioned, however, that
India will not push ahead if
the deal specifics do not
suit Indian interests.

This came hours after
U.S. President Donald
Trump also said that the
U.S. was “close to making a
deal with India”.

Mr. Trump has also sent
letters to 14 countries,
threatening higher tariffs
from August 1, in a bid to
address their trade deficits
with the U.S. They include
Japan, South Korea, Ka-
zakhstan, Malaysia, Tuni-
sia, South Africa, Bosnia

and Herzegovina, Indone-
sia, Bangladesh, Serbia,
Cambodia, Thailand, Laos,
and Myanmar.

The Liberation Day ta-
riffs — announced on April
2 and originally paused till
midnight on July 8 — ap-
plied to almost all coun-
tries, and included a 26%
tariff on Indian imports.

“The August 1 deadline
is for countries that have
been sent the letters,” an
official told The Hindu. “In-
dia has not been sent a let-
ter, and we are still work-
ing to finalise the deal, so
the July 8-9 deadline is still
what we are operating
under.”

New deadline

However, as per an execu-
tive order signed by Mr.
Trump in Washington on
Monday, “based on addi-
tional information and re-
commendations from va-
rious senior officials,

Negotiations could be extended to August 1 if the
deal specifics do not suit India, says an official

Last-minute pAcH
revision

Donald Trump’s
initial

90-day

pause on
tariffs was till
July 9, butIndiais
yet to sign a deal
with the U.,S.

on Indian
imports

W April 2 Liberation Day Tariff
Tariff From Aug. 1

Proposed tariffs

30 30
97 28
izs 25 25|25 24 25|2 |

Trump has written to

tariffs to be imposed

The Liberation Day
4 Q 1 tariffs announced on

April 2 applied to
almost all countries

b !
; N 14 countries about higher

Tl

Pause in tariffs

now extended till
August 1, but officials say
a deal could come soon

‘India not keen on agreeingto a
deal where the details don’t suit it’

U.S. tariffs
on other countries ( In %)

Japan Kazakhstan Tunisia HE‘;:Q';,,%& Bangladesh Cambodia
South Korea Malaysia South Africa Indonesia Serbia Thailand M) anmar
including information on  Eastern Daylight time. However, this official ad-
the status of discussions Another official awareof  ded that India could use

with trading partners”, the
suspension of higher tariffs
will now extend until 12:01
a.m. on August 1, by U.S.

the negotiations said a deal
could materialise by the
night of July 8, or “in a day
or two”.

the expanded August 1
window “if the deal specif-
ics do not suit us”.

Stating that levies would

start being paid on August
1, Mr. Trump on Tuesday
said that he would not ex-
tend the deadline again.

“No extensions will be
granted,” he posted on
Truth Social. “There will
be no change.”

On Monday, Mr. Trump
said that the U.S. had “spo-
ken to everybody”.

“We have made some
[trade] deals, but for the
most part we are going to
send a letter,” he said.

Deal dynamics
A team of Indian negotia-
tors led by Special Secre-
tary in the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
Rajesh Agrawal returned
from their second trip to
the U.S. last week. A team
from the U.S. has also visit-
ed India twice in the last
few months.

According to sources,
India has placed its final
proposals before the U.S.

India has placed its final proposals, now the U.S.
has to decide whether to accept it, says a source

and now the U.S. has to de-
cide whether to accept the
deal or not. India, for its
part, will not further
amend its proposals for the
mini deal.

As The Hindu has re-
ported before, the main is-
sues holding up a deal bet-
ween India and the U.S.
continue to be genetically-
modified (GM) crops and
dairy imports.

The U.S. is pushing In-
dia to allow the import of
GM products such as soy-
bean meal and distillers
dried grains with solubles
(DDGS) for animal feed.
DDGS is a by-product of
the ethanol production
process. India has not been
inclined towards GM crops
even produced domestical-
ly, let alone imported.

Another demand is for
India to allow the import of
cow milk from the U.S.,
which India has been re-
sisting.



« 1. What's the News?

» India is expected to finalize a ‘mini’ trade deal with the United States in a day or two.

« The U.S. has extended its tariff pause for India till August 1 under Donald Trump'’s revised 90-day

pause framework.

of 2. Liberation Day Tariffs — Background
 Announced on April 2, applied to almost all countries.
* India faces a proposed 26% tariff on its exports to the U.S.

 Trump sent letters to 14 countries, warning of increased tariffs from August 1.



»¢ 3. India's Trade Concerns
* India has not yet sighed the deal as negotiations are ongoing.
* Key Indian concerns:
 U.S. demand to allow imports of genetically modified (GM) crops and dairy products.
» India resists GM crop imports for biosecurity, health, and self-reliance.
» U.S. wants access for Distillers Dried Grains with Solubles (DDGS) for animal feed.

* India resists cow milk imports, particularly from countries with different animal welfare

standards.

« 4. Deal Status

* India has submitted final proposals; now waiting for U.S. decision.
« |f terms are unsatisfactory, India may opt out of the deal even after August 1.

e India is cautious not to compromise its domestic sector interests.



© GS Paper-wise Relevance

() Geographical (GS I):

« The 14 countries include Japan, Korea, South Asia & Southeast Asia — indicating India’s position in

the global Indo-Pacific trade corridor.

m Political & IR (GS Il):

» This development reflects India-U.S. economic diplomacy, and India’s assertion of strategic

autonomy.

e Reflects a shift in U.S. bilateralism over multilateral trade frameworks.

~ Economic (GS Ill):

* India's agricultural & dairy sector fears dumping of subsidized U.S. goods.
e U.S. pushing India to open up to bio-engineered agricultural inputs like GM corn and soybean.

» Trade deal may affect MSME exporters and domestic animal husbandry.



Q. With reference to the recent developments in India—-U.S. trade relations, consider the following

statements:
1. India has already agreed to import genetically modified crops from the U.S.
2. The proposed U.S. tariffs on Indian goods are part of the “Liberation Day Tariff” initiative.
3. India’'s main concern in the deal involves agricultural and dairy product access.

4. The U.S. has granted India an indefinite exemption from the tariff hike.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A. 2 and 3 only
B.1and 4 only
C.1, 2 and 3 only
D. 2, 3and 4 only



B April 2 Liberation Day Tariff

1M The Liberation Day Pause in tariffs
Last _m!nute 26% . tariffs announced on now extended till
revision Proposed tariffs April 2 applied to August 1, but officials say

on Indian

almost all countries | adeal could come soon

Donald Trump’s
initial ‘India not keen on agreeing to a

Qo-day W /& deal where the details don’t suit it’

pause on h) AGE 4 U.S. tariffs
tariffs was till ’a " on other countries (In %)

July 9, but India is { ! Trump has written to 49 48
44
40 40
35 35 j3s Q36 3636
Tariff From Aug. 1 - 30 30 30 32 32
i25]25i25]25|25| |

yetto sign a deal B /M 14 countries about higher
with the U.S. S0 tariffs to be imposed
Japan Kazakhstan Tunisia nggggc?vﬁa Bangladesh Cambodia Laos

South Korea Malaysia South Africa Indonesia Serbia Thailand Myanmar

o~ e e FICT R S o~



No more backbenchers: a Malayalam film inspires change in Kerala schools

Malayalam movie nudges institutions in the State to give up the traditional row-based seating arrangement in favour of a semi-circular layout; the movie, directed by Vinesh

Viswanath, aims to do away with the unconscious splitting of students into groups — the studious children in the front and the often disruptive rebels on the back benches

Athira M.
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

inesh Viswanath
‘f did not expect his
directorial debut,

Sthanarthi Sreekuttan, to
trigger a change in
mindset in schools. The
heart-warming,
coming-of-age Malayalam
film about an upper
primary school in
Thiruvananthapuram
shows how one classroom
does away with the
conventional row-based
seating arrangement in
favour of a semi-circle
arrangement, with the
teacher at the centre.
Since the film was released

CM

on the OTT platform Saina
Play last month, this
classroom configuration
has been adopted by
several schools in Kerala.

“At least six schools
have already introduced it,
and we came to know of it
when they tagged our
Instagram handle,” Mr.
Viswanath says.

In the film, the idea is
mooted by the eponymous
character, an unassuming
backbencher who is
perpetually late for class.
It aims to do away with the
unconscious splitting of
students — the studious
children in the front and
the often disruptive rebels
on the back benches.

i
|

| 5

The concept is not new,
since the District Primary
Education Programme
launched by the Union
government in 1994 in six
States, including Kerala,
had suggested flexible

Students of RCC LPS in Wadakkancher Thrissur, in their new
seating layout. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

seating arrangements that
some schools had tried.
However, most
educational institutions
have been inclined to stick
to the traditional row
system.

Mr. Viswanath, who
wrote the story and
co-wrote the screenplay
with Anand Manmadhan,
Murali Krishnan, and
Kailash S. Bhavan, says he
used to sit like that in his
primary classes at the
government school at
Pedikulam in
Thiruvananathapuram.
“But when we placed that
as the climax, we never
expected it to reach so
many schools,” he says.

Short run in theaters
The film, starring Aju
Varghese, Johny Antony,
and a bunch of child
actors, had several factors
stacked against it from the

start. It was released after
a delay of almost a year,
and despite the glowing
reviews, it had a rather
short run in theatres. The
OTT release came after
seven months, considered
a long gap in the industry.

The first school that
introduced the new
seating arrangement was
RVV Higher Secondary
School at Valakom, in
Kollam district.

The school is managed
by Kerala Transport
Minister K.B. Ganesh
Kumar “We had shown it
to him several months
before the film reached
theatres. We were
unaware that he had

@

introduced the system in
his school. However, we
could not publicise it
when the film released
because that was the
climax of the movie. We
made the reveal only after
it started streaming on
OTT,” Mr. Viswanath says.
The schools that have
adopted this concept
include the Pappinisseri
West LP School and
Andoor ALP School, both
in Kannur; RCC LP School
in East Mangad, Thrissur;
Government Higher
Secondary School at
Tholanur in Palakkad; and
NSV Vocational Higher
Secondary School at
Valacode in Kollam.




& 1. Background
» Malayalam film Sthanarthi Sreekuttan, directed by Vinesh Viswanath, has unexpectedly influenced

classroom practices in Kerala schools.

» The film highlights inclusive classroom seating by replacing traditional row-based arrangements

with semi-circular layouts.

I 2. Objective of the Film's Message

e

* The goal is to eliminate unconscious segregation:
» Studious children at the front.
» Disruptive or disinterested students at the back.

* Encourages collaborative learning and more teacher-student engagement.



3. From OTT to School Desks

* Released on Saina Play (OTT platform) after a 7-month delay.
« Several schools in Kerala started implementing the new layout post its OTT release.

« At least six schools adopted the concept and tagged the film team on Instagram.

I 4. Impact and Adoption

* First school to implement: RVV Higher Secondary School, Valakom (Kollam).
e Other schools:

« Pappinisseri West LP and Andoor ALP School (Kannur)

¢« RCC LP School (Thrissur)

e Govt. HSS Tholannur (Palakkad)

* NSV Vocational HSS (Kollam)

« Backed informally by Kerala Transport Minister K.B. Ganesh Kumar.



¥ 5. Educational Background

* Not a new concept: District Primary Education Programme (1994) had recommended flexible

seating.

e However, traditional row seating remains dominant due to inertia and lack of awareness.

« GS Paper-wise Relevance

GS II: Governance and Education

 Demonstrates how popular culture can influence grassroots education reform.

e Reflects alignment with NEP 2020, which promotes experiential and inclusive learning.

Essay [ Ethics:

* Role of cinema as a social reform tool.

» Breaking stereotypes in institutional practices.
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‘EPFO to complete process of

crediting interest this week’

Union Labour Minister Mansukch Mandaviya said
that the Em)

on Tie:

5* Provident Fund

Organisation (EPFO) will complese the process of

crediting 8.25% inter

€St for FY25 into members'

accounts this week. “This year, the anmual
account update had to be dana for .88 Lakh

establishments with 3

cTe = crore m.

completion of annual
99.9% of the establishmens
meml

ralking to the presspersans.

re member
ccounts, out of which il sth fuly, interest was
accounts from

dited =m) nts
13.56 lakh establishments. This wanslares into

updation fos
6.51% of the

s and
r acoount,” the Minister sid, whils

Jeweller shot dead in armed
robbery in Gujarat’s Surat

A jeweller was shot dead and another person

injured churing a dart

Jewellery showToom in GujaTar's Surst clry late

injuring one persan, Nazim Shaikh,
w1 st Setneee] £ ks log - p pnlmzm.d

Kerala

NEW DELHI

he results of the
Performance  As-
Review,

Analysis of dge
Tor Hollstic Development
Rashtriva Sarvekshen (PA-
RS), merly
Jown. s the Namonal
Achievement Survey
(NAS), have revealed that

RAKH

Countrywide survey reveals
deficits in student learning

rformers; Grade-level gaps seen in key subjects such as mathematics

Survey snapshots

= I Cla s 6.
e

Puniab, Kerala among top performers;
and language; PARAKH RS finds thar 54% of Class 9 students can identifyv main points of a text

could read the names of

more operations on wh;
numbers.
only 38% of Grade & stu-

dents asked questions and
made pmncmms st
simple past

change. fpod chatn, phases
of

hools shumed poor perfor=

mance in Hathematics

iddya
| eemeest i et e sl rbpeees

Havell and Daman & Diu
were the top performers
fior Grade & Pun;ab Kerala
and were the

ol ects:  lan-
athematics

ffor Grades 3, 6, and 9), the
und us  (for

Grades 3 and a

top _performing
States in Grade 3. Kerala,
Punjab and Dadra Magar

best pertorming States for
Grade 9. The Kendriya vi-
dyalayas, run by the Union
government, recorded the
Towest

mathematics in Grade 3. In
Grade 6, vernment-aid-
ed and State government
schools showed we:

subjects, particularly in

The resulis found that in
Grade 3, students
know

and ugh
words to carry out day-to-

day interactions effectively
nd could guess the mean-

m,;arnew weords by using

existing vocabulary.

g it our
In' mathema tics, 8% stu
dents in Grade 3 could sort

property,
69% Could Ldentify and ex-
tend simple patterns in
their surroundings,
shapes, and numbers. O
By 55% Could aTTange AuUm-
bers up o 99 in ascending
and descending order.
rade

the place value struc-
fure of the Indian number
system, and knew and

rae A planets, shapes

of trees, plants, leaves, and
flowers,  rituals, celebra-
tions) abse in the im-

Vitamin D deficiency
poses public health
challenge: experts

CHENNAL

Vitamin D deficlency has
reached epidemic propor-
tions in Indsa and ignoring
I could have sertous ealth
CONSEQUENCEs,  eXperts
said during a webinar on
“Witamin D Defickency:
Myths vs Reality” on sun-

.
The session, the 14th in

presented by Maruvi Hospi-
tals, Vellote, and The

Kurien Thomas, senior

civil herir.
About 54% of students
identify the main

properties, the survey re-
sults said

clinkcal epid i st at
Naruwd Hospitals, said &

and 90% — are Vitamin D
deficient. ~Lifestyle chang-
s Hke staying
of sunscreen, and sun-pro-
tective clothing are signifi-
ibutors to this si-
I.Enlcnsls e said.
it the “sunlight
Dr. Kurien said it

s,

Calling
vitamin®,

sorption. 1ts deficiency can
lead to rickets in children
and

osteomalacia in -
He urged mid-day sun ex-

ey HEALTHIER
IS CHOICES,
e%: HAPPIER
afe LIVES

E s

TN ¥5 REALTTY

since only 208 of orally
consumed vitamin D is ab-
sorbed, he recommended
supplements,  especially
for at-risk groups.

. Aneesh Basheer, Pro-
fessor of medicine at SRM
Medical Collegs bospt
p e i) o (arg![-
ed screening and

toxicity of excess vitamin
o.

nita Vanjare, consul
s and inger-

muscle health but plays
broader role in regulating
blood pressure, reducing
inflammation and poten-
dally lawering the risk of

Type res, rheuma-
toid m[hllﬂs respiratary
Infections, and certain
cancers”.

Nearly 600 Eklavya school students cracked
II'T-JEE and NEET, says Tribal Affairs Ministry

NEW DELIE

Close to 00 students from

(EMES) for tribal students
across 12 States  have
cleared top entrance ex-
aminations this year for

i —
The Ministry is preparing 1o reach out t the students of EMRS and

i them Shrough the entire ap plication process. ALE

risgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Gujarat, Telan-
gana, Utiarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Odisha, Karnara-
ka. Andlira Pradesh, Hima-
chal Pradesh and Mah.

Fonhire geeiiice G Sitae

e

Unicn government has in
the last five years pushed
for major reforms in the
administration  of
schools, including trying to
centralise thelr running,
through setting up the Na-

the last couple of years to
provide specific traiming to
Ztuddonts f EMRSe, where
tribal students,
students from Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups
form close 1o 85% of the
student population.

Qutreach programme
In a departure from reg-
lar process, a sen

o oﬁclal aid the

n of the

Fribal Affaies | Ministry was

start an

programme,

where all the Ministry's

avallable post-marriculate

scholarships for tribal stu-

would k.e o
“suall

Minjsry will track these

studen

them ge[aﬂs(l\nlarshlps

they are enuirledito” the of-
said.

Amn'd.lng 1o the evalus
tion of the performance
conducted by the Tribal Af-
fairs Minisery, 218 students

nced.
kel & get into arTs; and

a4 siwlonts. conckeat ific
MEET exam, at beast
Thes of them In'ke]y' 10 be

OUP launches Oxford Big
Read Global Challenge to
promote reading, literacy

The Hindu Burean
CHENMNAL

In a continued effort to
promote reading and lire-
racy, Ouford University
Press  (OUF) an-
nounced the launch of the
seventh edition of its an-

Oxford
Big Read
e

9} and will be given tasks
accordingly. 4 ‘Part of the
articipating

schools will feceive com:
niary access o the
Reading Buddy
with 100 sti-

‘tumity for the Level 3 global
winner with the Oxford
University Press team. All
schoollevel qualifiers will
receive a complimentary

month digital sub-
scription from the Young
Wosld Club. It will see par-

paring to reach out to UTJEE Mains, UT-JEE Ad-  tional Education Soclety Ieﬁ 10 apply for the scho.  State Durgadas Uikey held Pri Il be awarded cember 30. For further de-
these students with the ga-  vanced, or the NEET exarn- for Tribal Students  larships themselves_ In this  a meeting with NESTS an The challenge requires by the OUP, along with gift  tails and to register for the
Eover ent scho-  inations. One official said  (NESTS). case, they have done excel-  Tuesday and appreciated | students to design hampers and wvouchers Oxford Big Read, wvis!

larships available to them  this was the first time such The nearly 00 stedents  lent worlk, and the Minisiry cials, teachers, and | ja write a critical re-  from Faber-Castell and  hiips:, .-}Indls oup.com;/os-
and handhold the entire data had been compiled who have ceared theseen-  wants to encourage them  students across EMI view or a comparison of Amazon. Rewards range fordbigread. For querses,
application process. for EMES stisden trance s wel an, m their efforts. They said the | wo rticipants  from medals and certii-  schools can write to Priya-

Officials tobd The Hinde The EMRS is one of the  coached by coaching  So, since both NESTS and  scheme, its impact, and its | will be grouped into three  cates at the school level to  darshini Bhattacharyya at
that a todal of 596 students ‘Tribal Affairs Ministrys centres that have part- scholarships are han oo results, nee; to be taken lewels (Classes 1 to 3; Class- tablets, iPads, and an ex- priyadarshini. bhatta-
‘of EMRS schools in Chhat-  flagship schemes and the  nered with the NESTS over by the Ministry, now the  to the public. es 4 to 6; and Classes 7 0 clusive
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Vitamin D deficiency
poses public health
challenge: experts

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Vitamin D deficiency has
reached epidemic propor-
tions in India and ignoring
it could have serious health
consequences,  experts
said during a webinar on
“Vitamin D Deficiency:
Myths vs Reality” on Sun-
day.

The session, the 14th in
a 15-part series under the
“Healthy India, Happy In-
dia” initiative, was jointly
presented by Naruvi Hospi-
tals, Vellore, and The
Hindu.

Kurien Thomas, senior
consultant physician and
clinical epidemiologist at
Naruvi Hospitals, said a
vast majority of Indians —
estimated between 40%
and 90% — are Vitamin D
deficient. “Lifestyle chang-
es like staying indoors, use
of sunscreen, and sun-pro-
tective clothing are signifi-
cant contributors to this si-
lent crisis,” he said.

Calling it the “sunlight
vitamin”, Dr. Kurien said it
plays a vital role in bone
health and calcium ab-
sorption. Its deficiency can
lead to rickets in children
and osteomalacia in adults.
He urged mid-day sun ex-
posure and dietary inclu-
sion of fish, meat, egg yolk,
fortified dairy products,
and mushrooms. However,
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worm  VITAMIN D DEFICIENCY:
MYTHS VS REALITY

i

since only 20% of orally
consumed vitamin D is ab-
sorbed, he recommended
supplements, especially
for at-risk groups.

D. Aneesh Basheer, Pro-
fessor of medicine at SRM
Medical College Hospital
and Research Centre,
Chennai, called for target-
ed screening and fortified
food options, while cau-
tioning about the potential
toxicity of excess vitamin
D.

Pranita Vanjare, consul-
tant in geriatrics and inter-
nal medicine at Naruvi
Hospitals, said, “It sup-
ports not just bone and
muscle health but plays a
broader role in regulating
blood pressure, reducing
inflammation and poten-
tially lowering the risk of
Type 1 diabetes, rheuma-
toid arthritis, respiratory
infections, and certain
cancers”.

The webinar can be
viewed here newsth.live/
naruviwebinarl4



o 1. Key Issue
» Vitamin D deficiency has reached epidemic proportions in India.
» Experts estimate that 40% to 90% of Indians are deficient.

 The issue was discussed in a webinar titled “Vitamin D Deficiency: Myths vs Reality”, part of the

Healthy India, Happy India initiative by Naruvi Hospitals and The Hindu.

¥ 2. Causes of Deficiency
» Lifestyle changes: staying indoors, avoiding sun exposure.
» Use of sunscreens, sun-protective clothing.

» Poor dietary intake of vitamin D-rich foods.



3. Role of Vitamin D

 Known as the “sunlight vitamin".

e Essential for:

Bone health, muscle strength, and calcium absorption.

Preventing rickets in children and osteomalacia in adults.

Regulating blood pressure, reducing inflammation.

Lowering risks of:
 Type 1diabetes
* Rheumatoid arthritis
» Respiratory infections

e (Certain cancers



. | 4. Recommendations
 Mid-day sun exposure (natural source).
» Dietary sources: fish, meat, egg yolk, fortified dairy products, mushrooms.
« Supplements recommended, especially since only 20% of oral intake is absorbed.

» Fortified foods and targeted screening also suggested.

1. 5. Warning

» Excess vitamin D can be toxic, hence supplementation should be monitored.



4 Vitamin D: Normal Range
 Blood Level (25-hydroxyvitamin D):

» Deficient: Less than 20 ng/mL

Insufficient: 20-29 ng/mL

Sufficient/Normal: 30-50 ng/mL

Upper safe limit: Up to 100 ng/mL

Toxicity risk: Above 150 ng/mL



= Sources of Vitamin D

1. Sunlight (Primary Source)

* UVB rays from sunlight help the skin produce Vitamin D.

e 15-30 minutes of sun exposure (midday, face & arms) several times a week is ideal.

2. Food Sources

» Fatty Fish (salmon, sardines, tuna, mackerel)
e Cod Liver Oil

 Egg Yolks

» Fortified Foods (milk, orange juice, cereals)

 Mushrooms exposed to UV light

3. Supplements

e Vitamin D2 (ergocalciferol) — plant-based

« Vitamin D3 (cholecalciferol) — animal-based, more effective at raising blood levels



« GS Paper-wise Relevance

GS ll: Governance

* Public health systems need to address widespread nutritional deficiencies.

* Preventive health policies, awareness, and community outreach are key.

GS Ill: Science and Technology

e Role of vitamin D in cellular function, immune regulation, and chronic disease prevention.

* Importance of biotechnology in food fortification and supplement development.



Q. With reference to Vitamin D deficiency in India, consider the following statements:
1. Over 70% of orally consumed vitamin D is absorbed by the human bodly.
2. Deficiency of Vitamin D can lead to rickets in children and osteomalacia in adults.
3. Vitamin D plays a role in regulating blood pressure and lowering the risk of autoimmune disorders.

4. India has launched a national scheme to provide free vitamin D supplements through public hospitals.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A. 2 and 3 only
B.1and 4 only
C.1, 2 and 3 only
D. 2, 3and 4 only



Coun

trywide survey reveals

deficits in student learning

Punjab, Kerala among top performers; Grade-level gaps seen in key subjects such as mathematics

and language; PARAKH RS finds that 54% of Class 9 students can identify main points of a text

A. M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI
he results of the
T Performance As-
sessment, Review,
and Analysis of Knowledge

for Holistic Development
Rashtriya Sarvekshen (PA-
RAKH RS), formerly
known as the National
Achievement Survey
(NAS), have revealed that
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Dadra Nagar Haveli
and Daman & Diu and
Chandigarh are the best
performing States and Un-
ion Territories in school
education.

PARAKH RS assessed
the performance of
21,15,022 children in
Grades 3, 6 and 9 from
74,229 schools in 781 dis-
tricts of the country in the
following subjects: lan-
guage and mathematics
(for Grades 3, 6, and 9), the
world around us (for
Grades 3 and 6), and
science and social science
(for Grade 9). As many as
2,70,424 teachers and
school leaders responded
through questionnaires.

Punjab, Himachal Pra-
desh and Kerala emerged
as the top performing
States in Grade 3. Kerala,
Punjab and Dadra Nagar

Survey snapshots

The PARAKH Rashtriya Sarvekshan was conducted on
December 4, 2024, covering 21,15,022 students from both
government and private schools in Grades 3, 6 and 9

m Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala,
Dadra Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu and
Chandigarh are the best performers in
school education

m Kendriya Vidyalayas recorded the lowest
performance in Mathematics in Class 3

.| ®In Class 6, government-aided and State
government schools showed poor perfor-
mance in Mathematics

| m For Class 9, Kendriya Vidyalaya students
performed the best across all subjects

Haveli and Daman & Diu
were the top performers
for Grade 6. Punjab, Kerala
and Chandigarh were the
best performing States for
Grade 9. The Kendriya Vi-
dyalayas, run by the Union
government, recorded the
lowest performance in
mathematics in Grade 3. In
Grade 6, government-aid-
ed and State government
schools showed weak per-
formance in mathematics.
For Grade 9, students from
Kendriya Vidyalayas per-
formed the best across all
subjects, particularly in
language.

The results found that in
Grade 3, 67% students
know and use enough
words to carry out day-to-

day interactions effectively
and could guess the mean-
ing of new words by using
existing vocabulary.

Figuring it out

In mathematics, 68% stu-
dents in Grade 3 could sort
objects into groups and
sub-groups based on more
than one property, while
69% could identify and ex-
tend simple patterns in
their surroundings,
shapes, and numbers. On-
ly 55% could arrange num-
bers up to 99 in ascending
and descending order.

In Grade 6, only 54%
could represent numbers
using the place value struc-
ture of the Indian number
system, and knew and

could read the names of
very large numbers. Only
38% students could solve
puzzles and daily-life pro-
blems involving one or
more operations on whole
numbers.

Only 38% of Grade 6 stu-
dents asked questions and
made predictions about
simple patterns (season
change, food chain, phases
of the moon, movement of
stars and planets, shapes
of trees, plants, leaves, and
flowers, rituals, celebra-
tions) observed in the im-
mediate environment.

In Grade 9, 45% of stu-
dents could explain how
the Constitution came to
be and understood the
ideas and ideals of the In-
dian national movement
enshrined in it as well as
those drawn from India’s
civilisational heritage.
About 54% of students
could identify the main
points in a text from care-
ful listening or reading of
news articles, reports or
editorials.

Only 31% could explore
and understand sets of
numbers, such as whole
numbers, fractions, integ-
ers, rational numbers, and
real numbers, and their
properties, the survey re-
sults said.



ul 1. Background of the Survey

 Conducted by: PARAKH (Performance Assessment, Review and Analysis of Knowledge for

Holistic Development).
 Date: December 4, 2024
» Coverage:
e 21,15,022 students
» (Classes: Grades 3, 6, and 9
» 781 districts, both govt. & private schools

» Subjects: Language, Mathematics, EVS, Social Science



¢, 2. Top Performers
* Best performing States/UTs:
e Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Dadra Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu, Chandigarh
« Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) recorded:
 Lowest performance in Grade 3 Maths

» Best overall performance in Grade 9 (esp. language)

"\ 3. Key Learning Gaps Identified

Grade 3:

* 67%: Could write daily interactions.
¢ 68%: Could group objects by more than one property.

e 55%: Could arrange numbers up to 99 in correct order.



Grade 6:

* Only 38%: Could solve real-world number problems.
* Only 38%: Could answer questions on seasonal & planetary changes.

* Only 31%: Understood number properties (e.g., factors, remainders, place value).

Grade 9:

* 54%: Could identify main points in an editorial/news article.
e 45%: Could explain how the Constitution works.

» Majority lacked grasp of Indian heritage, civics, and historical values.

¥ 4. Institutional Performance
» State government and aided schools: Weak in Class 6 Maths.
« Private schools: Outperformed government schools.

« Kendriya Vidyalayas: Strongest in Grade 9, weakest in early grades.



Q. With reference to the PARAKH Rashtriya Sarvekshan survey conducted in 2024, consider the following

statements:

1. Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, and Kerala were among the top-performing states across all assessed

grades.
2. Kendriya Vidyalayas consistently outperformed all schools in all subjects across grades.

3. Less than 40% of Class 6 students could solve real-life mathematical problems involving whole

numbers.

4. Over 50% of Class 3 students were able to arrange numbers up to 99 correctly.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 3 only

B. 1, 3and 4 only
C.1,2and 4 only
D. All of the above
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The ECI does not have unfettered powers

Commissi

s ensive
Tevision (S1R) of the

electoral rolls in Bihar, which will

be facing Assembly elections in

MNowember. Political parties in the

have alleged that the

jon
of India (ECT) ordered a

Opposition
SIR b5 aimed
thousands of voters in Bihar by

Supreme Cou
Challenging the s order. While

the controversy centres on the

mntive behind this exercise being
conducted just a couple of months
. especially when
revised

before elections,
electoral rolls were
this ari on the

2024, this
legality of this exercise and the

powers of the ECI to undertake it

ech iy e et lfﬂney absent

he Special
Intensive
Revision in
Bihar does not
t_\mkuﬂn mlll

themsebves temporarily from thelr

Lete
Mevertheless, It is inconcetvable
that the Constitution should
eonfer on any authority unfettered
powers. The Supreme has
made it clear that the BCI can
exercise all powers in its discretion
in areas which are not covered by
but shall act in
accordance with the law wherever

o
shall act in conformity with, not in
wiolarion of, such p bur

SPECIAL INTENSIVE
REVISION, BIHAR  In Biharis

e rolls. It speal r
of the Stages of 00 Bt

- elections to the Lok ssbha or
Representation ‘Assembly; (2 befare
of the People by-election; (3) on the direction of
Act the EC1 in any year; and {4} a

special rewision for a constituency
or part of a cy with the
ECI recording For dolng
so. All revisions except (4) are
reference to.a

AR, el ymaelor

. 15 the firse day of

qualifying date as
OLAO7/ 2025 is
direction under Section

the revision being done
under the
same Section. But

Grand ambitions, troubling questions

The Polavaram Banakacherla Link Project carries several risl

STATE OF PLAY

[——— ottt oo

he Andhra Pradesh

under this
the qualifying dare should be
L0 revision then

undertake
thar power is limited to a

or part of it under
Section 21(3) of the Act.

‘While enjoying enormous
powers under Article 324, the EC1
is responsible to the raie of law
and should be amenable to the
norms of natural justice as per the

oral

Rule 8 of the

Rules deulyslameﬂlal

ation shall be furnished “to

the Im!dsl:ﬂ.l.ly of the citizens.
The ECI cannot gnore this

statutory stipulation.

Andhra
Pradesh

sed Stare. Officials point
Sut that the

The emvironment footprine
of the project -n-z

managed, the project hinges
on the assumption excess
Aoodwaters from the Godava-
ri are flowing wastefully inta
the sea. But this is unverified.

as
iree

‘s Kaleshwaram
rion Project sets a
cautionary precedent. The
CWC refused to approve an

19.5-kilometre-lomng mal
nel will cur through oo

termining labl-
were exagger-
ated. The AP nment's

pm-pn.sal may fave almilar Te
in the ab-

e tiger reserve. A to-
tal of 17,739 acres of forest
land is proposed for wse.

i is also unclear why the
Seate Is opting for an energy-
Intensive solution when gravi-
tyfed e Saiinjoiinil

Krishna river, particularky the
Srisailam reservoir, offers a
narural gradient that could ir-

e e tils tectsion.
A political e between
the Chief Ministers of A.P. and
Telangana may be necessary
forward.

praject
While the bold project
seermns to solution to Haya-
lasesma’s Water scarci-

1y, a troubling question lies be-
hind the grand ambition. is
the State

ng its furure
for 2 project that may never be
economicall or ecolog:
ically sound?

On paper, the project is an
engineering marvel. However,
its scale demands scrutiny,
particularly when welghed
against its energy costs, envi-
ronmental fonrprln[ and

uncertainties. The project will
require an estimated 3,377
MW of power. This is a stag-
gering demand for a fiscally

rigate with sig-
nificanty less financial and
environmental cost. Gravity-
hased projects such as Galeris-
conceived decades
ago for this very purpose, re-
main unfinished

The project is being pro-

laharathi  Corposation, has
been sef up 1o execure it The
Funding 1 envisions

equity, and 216380 crore
through priate investment
Unusually, the

Iy, the responssil
ty for ohtaining critical ea
rances

ki g et agreement
on sharing surplus Godavark
o

Godavarl rivers receive clea-
rances from river
ment boards. AP. however,
argues that s an intra-
State project using
Feacd toe the s, It i o logal
grey zone that could lead to
years of litigation.

In recent years, A_F. has of-
ten found its interests side-
lined. The Centre supported

Bhadra
pmject ju;t before elections.
In Telangana, it adjusted the
terms of reference on Krishna
water allocation just before
elections. As the TDF is back

arithmetic. A% the same time,

warious
aMEromdm(_wclsb-el;ng
ciors.

laced on contra
Even if the finances amd
power needs are somehow

mast happen through projects

that are sustainable. legally
. and based on hydr

ulngcsj realities.
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How fast is India’s fastest man?

Since 1968, LOZT athleves from armound 90 countries have man the 100 m faster than Animesh Kujur
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How fast is India’s fastest man?

Since 1968, 1,027 athletes from around 90 countries have run the 100 m faster than Animesh Kujur

NN Need for speed

The data for the charts are sourced from Worldathletics.org. In the charts, records which are yet to be
Ku- ratified by the Athletics Federation of India were not considered

na- Chart 1: The best 100 metre runs of Indians, equal to or below 10.55 seconds. Chart 2: The best 100 metre runs, equal to or below 10.18 seconds. Each dot
100 Only events recorded in Worldatheletics.org and ratified are presented represents one athlete and his best run equal to or better than Kujur’s national record
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Chart 3: All the 100 metre runs, equal to or below 10.18 seconds. This chart
includes an athlete’s multiple runs if it was equal to or better than Kujur’s record

Chart 4: Progression of the 100 metre world and Indian records over time
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DUBAL
Two killed in Red Sea attack as
Yemen's Houthis resume strikes

arp

A ongaing sttack an 2 wessel in the Red Sea has klled bwo
peaple after Yermen's Houthi retiels resum ed their campaien against
shipping in the vital watersay. The Etermity, a Liberian-flagged bulk
carmrier, has been badly damaged 2nd under “confinuous attack™
e Morday in waters off Yemen, 2 mantime monor sakl, sep

BRUSSELS
Bulgaria becomes 21st member to
adopt euro after EU green light

=

EL rmimisters the Final green light for Bulgaria to adept the eura
om danuary 1, 2026, making it the single currency area’s 21st

after
mms!els:ﬂﬂ(lallyse‘ihﬂeumal 195553 Bulgarian lev, aep

HATHMANDL
Eight dead, 31 missing in floods at

MOSCOW
Kremilin shocked’ by the suicide of

border between China and Nepal

.
Floods triggered aifiey
between China and Nepal on Twesd ay, with at least eight kiled and

32 mmizzng. The wall of water alsc swept awey the Friendship Bridge
2t Rasuwagadi, which is 120 km narth of Kathmandu and ore of the
main Bridges linking Hepal ard China ower the Bhoteleshi rhver, s

Minister terminated from service

| < i

.
The Kremiin on Tuesday expressed shock cwer the apparent suicide
of Transpart Minister Raman Ssa Following his sacking
by Russizn Frescent Vadimer Putin a day eardier. "It caonat nat
shock normal people. And of course it shocked us too,” Kremlin
spakesman Bmitry Peskow tald reporters e

Trump, Netanyahu take lap of
victory to mark Iran strikes

Israeli PM nominates US. leader for Nobel Peace Prize, saving ‘he's forging peace one region after

the other’; both keaders optimistic that their suocess in lran would mark a new era in West Asia

WASHINGTON

sraeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Metanyahu
told Prestdent Donald
Trump he was nominatmng
the U.5. leader for a Nobel

n
recent ,aam
strikes on Iran's nuclear f
cilities as an unmitigated
success

The two leaders sat

Mand in glowe: Don

we speak, one country and
one region after the other,”

month
“He's forging peace as

yrardly ciumphant vislt to
white House, his third

this vear, was dogged by 1s-
war & Hamas in

ald Trusmp and Berjamin Netanyanu during
their meeting at the White House on Mandsy

Prime Minister  handed

Trump to
send ‘more
weapons’ to
Ukraine
TEL AwTv
WASHINGTOMN Five Israell soldiers were
killed in an k in the
us President Donald them Gaza Swrip. Is-
Trump has sakd rael’s milis i

Wiashing.
ron Al mend nddicions

The soldlers” deaths

could add to pressure on
Mr. Netanyabu to strike a
deal, as polls in Israel have

An israsli security offi-
cial said explosive devices

aught
i erambting for clri

Five Israeli soldiers killed;
Israeli strikes kill 51 Gazans

Sy for help: Teo children, whose house in Deir al-Balsh came.
uncler lsraell fire, anve at the atAgsa hespital on Tuesday. zeuTers

were detonated againstthe  Younds in southern Gaza,

area where Israel has re-
fought regroup-

. strike target- In central Gaza, Israeli
ed temrs sheltering dis-  strikes killed another 10x
placed pecple in Khan  people and

Iran denies

reguesting for
talks with the
U.S. since war

TEHRAN

Iran said on Tuesday it has
e any request for
talks with the United States.

qaei, according to Tasnim
mews ageney

Nl T mrers ol 6 Bl

was seeking

oten it e Ulmier! Btator
and that talks
schedubed, w‘khou: spec-
fying  the time or
bocation.

frem South Sucan feecds her sbemon
attha Matar refiages camo in Gambela regon in Ethlopia. REUTERS

Apence Presse
THE HAGUE

The International Criminal
Court on Tuesday issued

arrest warrants for senior
Talfan leaders in Afghan-
Estan over the persecution
af women, a crime against
humanity. ICC judges said
there were

grounds” o suspect Su-
preme Leader Haibatullah
Akhumndzada and Chief jus-

crime against humanity of
persecution... on gender

don on Afghanistan, not-
that a “business as

fram the World Focd Programme | g
usual” approach is unlikely

ICC seeks arrest of
Taliban leaders over
WOINnens persecution

Afghan family

ter the Taliban seized pow-
er in 2021

Haibabullah Akhuncizada The new rnment
r conservative Chan-

to deliver outcomes that

fire n the

Berlin's administrative

court said famnily had
iven a “legally bind-

ing”  con ment

in Pakistan waiting o be
able to travel to Germany.

Russia’s main poll
monitor stops work
amid crackdown

rensCow

Russia’s main independent
olos,

coun-
mry's mcreasingly tightly-
rolled elections for 25
years, announced its clo-
Sure on Tu )
Gaolos —
“volce™ in Russian —

means
had

Grigony Malkonyants

endent election ahserver,
e huge country as elec-

dimir Putin's long rule the Kremlins sweepl
murned into a ritual with Bt crackdown. G sabd it
tle real choice. had “no choice™ but to end

Thiz. Eoup codhink My aciite afier the sen
Grigory Melkomyants, R e as bt put its partici-
et et e gbsinii o e i ascnini by

cm
"

Macron calls for the UK. and Europe
to de-risk ties with America and China

Sriramn Laks b,
LoD

French President

Burcpean couniries m de-
risk their relationships
‘with and decreass their re-

Emmanuel Macron

has undergone, following
mp's return to

ay noan.
G s iy et Sl
the U

While his remarks on

he was
:llq;LhI.llaand the

the structural changes t
et reltanas S

China could distart sup-
ply chains with s (excess)
it

g forests” Mr Macron
sald.

cooperation on cli-
mate and blodiversity in
the face of challe;
T we commit 1o

the planet, in the face of
the new league of interna-
tional reactionaries who

e
ality, phasing s
ok Bl ik mmael penteet. B

Germany says China
targeted plane with
laser over Red Sea

BERLIN was ted
ro— e a l‘llll-ltl"E SULiTIS

Chinese milicary had ar.  Mcbile taking pact in
geted a laser at 8 German  ELCS Aspides mission

marine traffic in the Red
Sea

dangering_ German
personnel and disrupting
the operaton is entirely
unacceptable”  the Ger-
man Foreign Ministry sasd
on X, adding thar el
Ambassador to Berlin had
been  summ far
discussions.

T German  alrcraft
was targeted “without rea-
S0n or prior congact.. dur-

Defence Ministry said

The alrcraft in question
was a “mult-sensor plat-
form™ used as a “flying
eye™ For reconnaissamnce

Bt was mot mmediately
clear whether the laser was
a wea) or a laser pui-
dance system._




BRUSSELS
Bulgaria becomes 21st member to

adopt euro after EU green light

AFP

EU ministers gave the final green light for Bulgaria to adopt the euro
on January 1, 2026, making it the single currency area's 21st
member. Bulgaria's switch from the lev to the euro comes nearly 19
years after the country joined the European Union. EU finance
ministers officially set the euro at 1.95583 Bulgarian lev. AFp
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Capital
and largest city

Official languages
Official script

Ethnic groups (2021
census!note 1])(2]

Religion (2021
census)!?

Demonym(s)

Government

* President
« Vice President
* Prime Minister

+ Chairperson of the
National Assembly

Legislature

Establishment history

+ 1st Bulgarian
Empire

« 2nd Bulgarian
Empire

« Principality of
Bulgaria

* Independence from
the Ottoman
Empire

* Monarchy abolished

» Current state form

Sofia
o 42°41'51"N
23°19'21"E

Bulgarianl!
Cyrillic

85.7% Bulgarians
8.5% Turks

4.5% Roma

1.3% Others

64.7% Christianity
|- 62.7% Bulgarian

Orthodoxy
- 2.0% other
Christian

15.9% no religion

9.8% Islam

0.1% other

9.5% unanswered

Bulgarian

Unitary
parliamentary
republic

Rumen Radev
lliana lotova
Rosen Zhelyazkov
Nataliya Kiselova

National Assembly

681-1018
1185-1396

3 March 1878
5 October 1908

15 September 1946
15 November 1990

Area
* Total

- Water (%)

Population

» December 2024/°!
estimate

- 2021/6] census
* Density

GDP (PPP)
« Total

* Per capita

GDP (nominal)
- Total

* Per capita

Gini (2023)

HDI (2023)

Currency

110,993.63! km?
(42,854.9 sq mi)
(103rd)

2.16/4

V 6,437,360 (109th)

Vv 6,519,789

58/km?2 (150.2/sq mi)
(154th)

2025 estimate

A $264.699 billion!”]
(73rd)

A $41,9018! (55th)

2025 estimate

A $117.007 billion!8]
(68th)

A $18,522181 (50th)

v 37.21%
medium inequality

A 0.845[10]
very high (55th)

Lev (BGN)



Banknotes
Freq. used
Rarely used

Coins

Freq. used

Rarely used

Date of
introduction

Replaced

User(s)

Central bank
Website
Printer

Mint

Inflation
Source
Method

Pegged by

€5, €10, €20, €50, €100/
€200, €500(2]

1c, 2¢, 5¢, 10c, 20c, 50c, €1,
€2

1c, 2¢ (Belgium, Estonia,
Finland, Ireland, Italy,
Lithuania, Netherlands,
Slovakial!14l51(6])

Demographics
1 January 1999; 26 years ago

European Currency Unit

primary: § members of
Eurozone (20),
also: § other users

Issuance
European Central Bank
www.ecb.europa.eu
see § Banknote printing
List of mints

Valuation
1.9% (May 2025)"]
ec.europa.eud
HICP

see § Pegged currencies



COUNTRIES USING THE EURO

. Current Eurozone .
[ | ERM Il (pre-member) e
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2nd Edition of the NER
District SDG Index






Districts are categorised into four categories:

* Achiever: Score equals 100 (achieved the targets set for identified
indicators);

* Front Runner: Score between 65 and 99 (excluding 100);
* Performer: Score between 50 and 65 (excluding 65); and
e Aspirant: Score less than 50.

*All districts in Mizoram, Sikkim and Tripura have achieved Front Runner
status, with no districts falling in the Aspirant or Achiever categories.

 Mizoram has the highest-scoring district in the entire Northeast region
(Hnahthial at 81.43) and Arunachal Pradesh has the lowest-scoring district in
the entire region (Longding at 58.71).



State
Mizoram
Mizoram
TrpLra

| Magaland
Tripuwra
Nagalard
TripLra
Sikkim
Mizoram

Magaland

District

Hnakhthial

Champhai

>omat

Makakehung

West Tripura

Kohima

south Tripura

Gangtok

Kolasib

Dimapur

Top 10 Districts

Score

Rank

10



Colombia and Uzbekistan

Joined New Development
Bank (NDB)










National Overseas
Scholarship Scheme




*The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has withheld provisional award letters
for 66 out of 106 selected candidates under the National Overseas Scholarship (NOS) due
to a shortage of funds.




* A Central Sector Scheme that enables students from marginalised
communities to pursue higher education abroad (Master’s or Ph.D.) by
offering financial assistance for tuition, living expenses, and other costs.

* Ministry: Social Justice and Empowerment

* Target Groups:
* Scheduled Castes (SCs)
* Denotified, Nomadic & Semi-Nomadic Tribes
* Landless Agricultural Labourers
~ * Traditional Artisans




*Eligibility Criteria:
e Academic Qualification:
e For Master’s — Bachelor’s degree with > 60%
e For Ph.D. — Master’s degree with > 60%

e Age Limit: Not more than 35 years as on April 1 of selection year.
e Income Ceiling: Annual family income should not exceed X8 lakh.

e University Requirement: Unconditional admission in Top 500 QS-ranked
institutions.

e Others:
* Not already studying/settled abroad
 Max 2 children per family eligible (second only if seats remain)



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/03/26/upsc-editorial-analysis-india-in-qs-world-university-rankings-2024-25/

Word of the day

Sodden:

wet through and through; thoroughly wet

Synonym: soppy

Usa g€ He wrung out his sodden shirt.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/soddenpro

International Phonetic
Alph&b&t: ['sp.dan/




Join RASonly Jaipur — Ace
RAS 2025!

Looking for the best RAS offline coaching in Jaipur? Our
expert faculty, daily tests, and personalized guidance will
get you exam-ready!

S LIMITED,
_ )

@ 28-30, JDA Market, Shri Hans
Marg, Gopalpura Bypass Rd

Q, 9057143412

5
Y @ RASonl
@ , RAsonly

Request a Free Consultation

Name
Mobile Number

E-mail address

Submit Request

@ +9190571 43412

@ info.rasonly@gmail.com
OJol> Jolo)




Thank you
guys.
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