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“Success in exams is less about
speed and more about showing
up daily, even when bored.”



+CURRENT 2 AFFAIRS
2025-26 COMBO

BY BHUNESH SIR

INCLUDES:
» COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE

| JAN 2025-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS)

FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY,
DEFENCE, EPFO, IB, RRB NTPC, CET, RAS & MORE
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Mamata, ED lock horns over raid at I-PAC office

The Bengal CM says ED took crucial data related
to her party’s strategy document, candidate lists

Shiv Sahay Si
KOLKATA

he Directorate of
TEnforcemen( (ED)
on Thursday ac-

cused West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
of removing evidence from
two locations during a raid
against the political consul-
tancy firm Indian Political
Action Committee (I-PAC)
in Kolkata.

The Trinamool Con-
gress chairperson, who vi-
sited the I-PAC office and
the residence of its co-
founder Pratik Jain during
the raid, said the search
was “politically motivated
to steal party data”, adding
that crucial information re-
lating to the party’s strate-
gy documents and candi-
date lists was taken away
by the Central agency.

“They [Bharatiya Janata
Party] are great killers of
democracy. How can they
do it? What will happen if
we reciprocate this ED

search by raiding BJP party
offices in Bengal?” Ms. Ba-
nerjee told media persons.

Ms. Banerjee reached
Mr. Jain’s south Kolkata re-
sidence at about 12:44 p.m.
and later visited the I-PAC
office in the city’s Salt Lake
area, leaving it at about
4:20 p.m. When she came
out of the residence, she
was seen carrying a file
that was not with her when
she entered.

In a statement, the ED
said that the Chief Minister
and her aides had “forcibly
removed physical docu-
ments and electronic evi-

dences”.
“Ms. Banerjee took
away key evidences includ-

ing physical documents
and electronic devices.
The CM’s convoy then pro-
ceeded to I-PAC’s office
premises, from where Ms.
Banerjee, her aides, and
the State police personnel
forcibly removed physical
documents and electronic
evidences,” the ED state-

ED accuses her of removing key evidence during
intervention at residence of the firm’s co-founder

Data tussle: Mamata Banerjee at |I-PAC co-founder Pratik Jain's residence in Kolkata on Thursday. ¢TI

ment said.

The agency claimed that
the Chief Minister’s actions
“have resulted in obstruc-
tion in ongoing investiga-
tion and proceedings un-
der the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA)”.

The ED also clarified

that the search that was in
connection with coal
smuggling syndicate and
entities linked to Hawala
money is conducted strict-
ly in accordance with esta-
blished legal safeguards.
“It is clarified that the
search is evidence based
and is not targeted at any

political establishment. No
party office has been
searched. The search is not
linked to any elections,
and is part of regular crack-
down on money launder-
ing,” the agency claimed.
The ED also approached
the Calcutta High Court
seeking judicial interven-

tion. In its petition, the
agency alleged hindrance
caused by the Chief Minis-
ter’s actions during the
searches.

FIRs against ED
During her visit to Mr.
Jain’s residence, Ms. Baner-
jee was accompanied by
Kolkata Police Commis-
sioner Manoj Verma and
other senior officials of the
West Bengal police.Two
FIRs were registered
against ED officials at the
Shakespeare Sarani police
station. One was based on
a suo motu complaint by
the police that ED officials
had not informed the local
police before conducting
the raids. The other FIR
was based on a complaint
by Mr. Jain’s wife, alleging
that important documents
had been stolen during the
search at his residence.
Ms. Banerjee specifical-
ly accused Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah of being
behind the raids. “They

Amit Shah ordered raids..., BJP wants to bulldoze
Bengal, but people will not bow, Mamata says

want to forcefully bulldoze
Bengal. Bengal people will
not bow their head to the
BJP,” she said. “Naughty
and nasty Home Minister.
They do not have guts?”
she added. Later in the
day, she urged Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi to
control his Home Minister.

The Trinamool Con-
gress has engaged I-PAC as
a political consultant over
the past few years and the
firm had helped the party
shape its electoral and pol-
itical strategy in the 2021
Assembly election and
subsequent elections in
West Bengal.

Ms. Banerjee said that
the people of the State
would respond to the ED
raids and asked her party’s
rank and file to protest
against them. In response,
a huge crowd of Trina-
moolsupporters gathered
outside the I-PAC office,
raising slogans as ED offi-
cials left the venue after
completing their searches.



* Key Personalities & Institutions
 Mamata Banerjee — Chief Minister of West Bengal

* Enforcement Directorate (ED) — Central agency
enforcing PMLA

* Indian Political Action Committee (I-PAC) —
Political consultancy firm

* Amit Shah — Union Home Minister

* Trinamool Congress (TMC) — Ruling party in West
Bengal



What happened? | RIT g§31?
ED conducted raids at:
* |-PAC office in Kolkata
e Residence of I-PAC co-founder Pratik Jain
ED alleged removal of evidence during the raid.
Mamata Banerjee personally visited both locations.



ED’s Allegations | ED & 3RIY

CM and her aides forcibly removed:

* Physical documents

e Electronic devices
Action allegedly obstructed investigation under:

* Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
ED claimed legal safeguards were followed.



Mamata Banerjee’s Stand | HUT ISl BT Y&l
Raids were:

* Politically motivated

* Intended to steal party data
Alleged ED seized:

 TMC strategy documents

e Candidate lists
Accused BJP and Amit Shah of:

* Using ED to “bulldoze Bengal”
Asserted:

* “People of Bengal will not bow.”



& Police Action & FIRs | 9feid pRdTs

« Two FIRs registered against ED officials:
e Suo motu FIR - ED did not inform local police

e Complaint by Pratik Jain's wife (theft of documents)

&) ED Clarifications | ED &1 TS dpR0T

e Raid not linked to elections
e |nvestigation related to:

« Money laundering
e Search:

e Evidence-based

e Not targeting any political party



Topic

Enforcement Directorate

PMLA Act

ED Powers

State Police Role

Federal Issue

Facts

Works under Dept. of Revenue, Ministry
of Finance / Tad HATeI

Enacted in 2002, operational since 2005

[ o1 YA UhATH T TAITH

Search, seizure, attachment, arrest
under PMLA

Prior intimation required during
searches (as per conventions & SC
observations)

Central agencies vs elected State
governments



Exam

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Prelims

SSC CGL

Banking (IBPS PO)

RPSC RAS

Railway NTPC

Year

2023

2020

2022

2021

2021

2019

Question (Brief)

ED primarily enforces

which law?

ED functions under
which ministry?

PMLA was enacted In

which year?

Which agency attaches
property under money

laundering cases?

ED is related to which

type of crimes?

Which body investigates

Hawala cases?

Answer

PMLA

Finance Ministry

2002

ED

Economic offences

ED



e Registration of FIRs by state police against central agencies reflects tension related to:
A. Cooperative federalism

B. Competitive federalism
C. Quasi-federalism
D. Unitary bias



UN body pegs India’s growth at 7.2% this fiscal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A day after the Union go-
vernment estimated the
economy to grow at 7.4% in
financial year 2025-26, the
United Nations Depart-
ment of Economic and So-
cial Affairs (UN DESA) said
consumption and public
investment can “largely
offset” the impact of tariffs
imposed by the U.S. and
enable India to grow by
7.2% this fiscal.

However, the report
warned that continuing ta-
riffs could weigh on the
economy as 18% of Indian
exports are U.S.-bound. It
said “tax reforms and mo-
netary easing should pro-
vide additional near-term

CM
4

support”, adding that
strong demand from other
markets, including Europe
and the West Asia, will li-
mit the tariff impact.

The report predicted In-
dia’s growth to be 7.4% in
calendar year 2025. On a
fiscal year basis, it estimat-
ed India to grow at 6.6%
and 6.8% in 2026-27 and
2027-28, respectively.

“In India, growth is esti-
mated at 7.4% for 2025 and
forecast at 6.6% for 2026
and 6.7% for 2027, support-
ed by resilient consump-
tion and strong public in-
vestment, which should
largely offset the adverse
impact of higher United
States tariffs,” the report,
presented in the UN DE-
SA’s World Economic Situa-

Varying forecasts

UNDESA estimates India to grow by 7.2% in FY26, slightly
lower than the 7.4% estimated by the Indian government

growth rates
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"Basellne scenario forecasts based
in part on the UNDESA World
Economic Forecasting Model

202324 2027-287

tion and Prospects 2026,
said.

On the other hand, the
report added that, while
the tariffs may adversely af-
fect some product catego-
ries, key exports such as
electronics and smart-

CNLIDCC. LINNCCA DCDODNADT

phones are expected to re-
main exempt.

“On the supply side,
continued expansion in
manufacturing and servic-
es sectors will remain a key
driver of growth through-
out the forecast period,”

the report said.

In 2025, “India recorded
strong growth in gross
fixed capital formation, led
by higher public spending
on physical and digital in-
frastructure, defence, and
renewable energy”, the re-
port said.

“The Cooperation
Council for the Arab States
of the Gulf (GCC) countries
continued to undertake
large-scale capital invest-
ments aligned with long-
term economic diversifica-
tion strategies.” However,
in contrast, the report not-
ed that China saw a con-
traction in its fixed asset in-
vestment through the first
three quarters of 2025, due
to the ongoing weakness in
the property sector.




Key Institutions / Bodies

United Nations

UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA)
Government of India (Economic estimates for FY)



Wl Overall Projection | IHY 3HH

e UN DESA estimates India’s GDP growth at 7.2% in FY 2025-26
- FY26 A MRd &I GDP af§ 7.2%
e This is slightly lower than India Govt's estimate of 7.4%

- DR & 7.4% A J AIST A

& Why growth remains strong? |q@naqazﬁﬂé?

e Resilient domestic consumption
- Halgd Tc] T9d
e High public investment in:
e Physical infrastructure
e Digital infrastructure
e Defence

e Renewable energy

- gfFanet g, & 3R AdtwRvia Haal & WeR! fAder



&) Tariff Impact | 2% &1 y1a

e U.S. tariffs may affect India, as:
e ~18% of India’'s exports are U.S.-bound
> ¥Rd & @M 18% fAafd 3mRReT B 31 &
e However, demand from Europe & West Asia can offset losses

- TR 31k ufeTw Tf &t 7Tl THI Bl HIUTS BR Tdbdl &

&) Medium-term Outlook | #eIH 37afel A

o Calendar year 2025: 7.4% growth
e FY 2026-27: ~6.6%
e FY 2027-28: ~6.8%

- ¢itHt fifdp RER gfg I (Moderation with stability)



& Sectoral Drivers | 871 BR®

e Manufacturing & Services expansion
- fafawtor 3tk Jar &= wH ae®
o Electronics & smartphones:

e Some tariff impact, but phones expected to remain exempt

- BB I YMTIfdd, TEHBIT A4THBd Jferd

L Global Comparison | dfedd garr

e GCC countries:
o Large-scale capital investments
- FTSt g2l A a8 Ysit fAder
e China:
e Fixed asset investment contraction

e Due to property sector weakness

- RId v&ee e & BRI fAder A fiRae



Topic
UN DESA

India FY26 Growth

Export Exposure
Growth Drivers
Risk Factors

China Context

Key Facts (English + Hindi)

Publishes World Economic Situation and
Prospects (WESP)

UN DESA: 7.2%, Govt: 7.4%
~18% exports to U.S.

Public capex, consumption, manufacturing,
services

Trade protectionism, global slowdown

Property sector stress, weaker fixed investment



* Approximately what share of India’s exports are U.S.-bound, as per the report?
A. 10%
B. 14%
C. 18%
D. 25%



Trump clears Bill that will
slap up to 500% tariffs on
nations buying Russian oil

Subasinl Haidar
NEW DELH!

Doubling down on his
pressure on India to stop
importing oil from Russia,
US. President Donakd
Trump has 'greenlit’ a le-
gislation that will empower
him to levy up to 500% In
tariffs on countries that

and Brazl o incentivise
them to stop buying the
cheap Russian oil that pro«
vides the for
[Russlan President Viadi-
mir] Putin's bloodbath
against Ukraine,” Mr. Gra-
ham said.

The bipartisan Bill has
thus far got 84 co-sponsors
In the Senate (out of 100
members), and 151 co-
sponsors In the House of
Representatives, sugpest-
ing it will be passed
smoothly once brought to
avote,

“Top priority’

The move came just ahead
of the arrival of US, Am-
bassador-designate Sergio
Gor to New Delhi, who had

position months ago will

begin his tenure as Ambas-

sador to India and “Special
. A

Tariff target

The BIll gves the U S, President dsanetion 1o chooss taiff figures
over and above the 25% penalty tarifhs already impased o0 lndia

= The 8al, introdkeced in the
Senate in Aped 2025, has
enough co-spormon from
Repubican and Democratic
partins 1o sugpedd A smocth
passage once Srought to vote

® 84 co-sponsors in Senate
out of » total of 100 members

o 151 co-aponson n the

They (o] st
stop buving Russian
oil. The Presiclent
Tus oy frmposexd
25% et
'mlﬁ far) -
(3

House of Repr

SERGIO GO
L5, Ambacssder '
‘ P

Envoy 1o South and Central
Asla” on Monday, and Is ex-
pected to outline his mis-
sion with a pubbc
staternent.

Earfier this week, Mr.
‘Trump, who had jointly ad-
dressed the press along
with Mr. Graham, an-
nounced they had a “great
legidation coming”, as M.
Graham said the Bill would
give the US, President dis-
cretion to choose the fi-
gure of the tariffs over and
above 25% penalty tariffs
already imposed on India.

As a result, Mr. Gor’s
first order of business in
Delhi would likely be to
push foe a full stop w In-
dian oil imports from Rus-
sla, not just a reduction.

This week, Reliance an-
nounced that it has not re-
oeived any cargo of Rus-
sian oil at its Jamnagar
refinery through most of
December, and does not
expect any in January, indi-
cating that it has stopped
orders of the oil for now.

Indian PSUs increased
their intake sharply in No-
vember 2025, but with Re-
Hance stopping all such im-
ports and Nayara Energy,
the other big importer un-
der sanctions from West
ern countries unable to im-
port, It is unlikely that

B 3

India's Russian oil purchas-
€s can recover to previous
levels,

In 2018, under similar
pressure from the previous
Trump administration, In-
dia had “zeroed out” its odl
imports from Iran and Ve-
nezuela as well,

press appearance with Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and Foreign Mi-
nisters of France and
Germany.

In September, during
his Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee confirma-
tion hearings, Mr. Gor said
that Mr. Trump had been
“crystal clear™ on the issue
of India’s oil purchases.

“They (India) must stop
buying Russian oll And 1
believe almost every single
member of this committee

posed a 25% tariff [thus
far]," he added, referring
to the Russia Sanctions
Act

A



&) What is the Bill? | fd@ T 82
e Russia Sanctions Bill cleared by Donald Trump
- &9 yfdder fadkas o1 gu &t Hd
e Allows U.S. President to impose up to 500% tariffs
> B AARRAIH T a1e ¢t R 500% dd SRE

& Target Countries | @78 q2r
e Countries buying oil or uranium from Russia, including:
e India
e China

e Brazil

- 9 Y dc1[TIH TRIGA diet §2f f7m R

&) How tariffs work | 2Rw && @] 81?2

e President gets discretion to:

e Impose tariffs above existing 25% penalty tariffs

> 25% His[gr ¢R% & HUR 3ifalRad sTe® b



& Political Support in U.S. | 3T # gwefq

Bipartisan Bill (Republicans + Democrats)
Support base:
« 84 co-sponsors in Senate (out of 100)

« 151 co-sponsors in House of Representatives

- AT A U g1 & ITaAr

() Strategic Objective | F0THIfd® 3524

Pressure countries to:
» Stop buying cheap Russian oil
« Cut financial support to Russia in Ukraine war

- b gg R T B BT A1

L India-specific Angle | WRa & 3198l

U.S. envoy-designate Sergio Gor:
« Ending India’s Russian oil imports is a “top priority”
Under similar pressure in 2018, India:
o Zeroed out oil imports from:
* |ran

« Venezuela



& Current Indian Oil Status | adHH fifd

e Reliance Industries:

e No Russian oil cargoes at Jamnagar refinery in December
e Indian PSUs:

e |Imports rose in Nov 2025

e But halted by December due to sanctions pressure

- Hdbd: YRd 41 da & eR-eR gt aar@re

) European Position | Z319 &t ufdfssar
e Poland FM Radostaw Sikorski:

o Expressed satisfaction that India has reduced Russian oil imports

- ufeqdt 22 &1 IAf<d Sd1a



Topic

Secondary Sanctions

Tariff Ceiling
Existing Penalty
India Oil Shift (2018)
Russia-Ukraine War

Jamnagar Refinery

Key Facts (English + Hindi)

Penalties on third countries trading with sanctioned states / T-(I}ﬁﬁ

¢elf W &3

Up to 500% under proposed U.S. Bill
25% tariff already imposed

Iran & Venezuela imports stopped
Energy trade as a geopolitical weapon

World’s largest refinery complex (Reliance)



* The Bill primarily represents which
type of sanctions?

A. Primary sanctions

B. Sectoral sanctions

C. Secondary sanctions

D. Monetary sanctions
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Cashless treatment
scheme for road
accident victims

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to launch
a nationwide cashless
treatment scheme for road
accident victims, offering
coverage of up to ¥1.5 lakh
and a cash award for Good
Samaritans who rush vic-
tims to hospitals.

The scheme will cover
road accidents anywhere
in the country, and not just
on national highways, Mi-
nister for Road Transport
and Highways Nitin Gadka-
ri said during a two-day
conference of Transport
Ministers, Secretaries and
Commissioners of all
States and union territo-
ries here.

AIIMS study
Mr. Gadkari cited an AIIMS
study and said road fatali-
ties could be reduced by
30% if there was timely
medical intervention. The
first 60 minutes after a sev-
ere accident is known as
the “Golden Hour” during
which immediate and ne-
cessary medical attention
could increase the survival
rate of a victim.

The medical coverage
would be under the third

The scheme will
cover road accidents

anywhere in the

0

country, and not just
on National highways

party insurance bought at
the time of a car purchase,
and where a vehicle was
not insured, the govern-
ment would fund the med-
ical expenses under the
Road Safety Fund.

A person who brings a
victim to the hospital, who
the government is calling
“rahavir”, would be given
a cash award of ¥25,000.
This could not be claimed
by more than one indivi-
dual, Mr. Gadkari said.

Pilot successful

A pilot for cashless treat-
ment had been successful-
ly carried out in Assam,
Chandigarh, Uttar Pra-
desh, Punjab, Haryana, Ut-
tarakhand and
Puducherry.

The government also
plans to bring a slew of
amendments to the Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988, which
will include recommenda-
tions made by States dur-
ing the two-day confe-
rence.




@ Key Persons /[ Institutions

e Narendra Modi — Prime Minister of India

 Point-wise Summary (Bilingual — Together)

& What is the scheme? | AT RIT&?

e A nationwide cashless treatment scheme for road accident victims
- g g uifsdl & feg qeradt dered gerst Alsn
e Expected to be launched by PM Narendra Modi

& Coverage & Scope | RRT 3R wadst
e Medical coverage up to 1.5 lakh per victim

- vfd difsd 1.5 &I d&b BT ST

e Applicable across India, not limited to National Highways

- R 2 A @], Bddl IS ASTHTT dab Hifdd T&t




&J Golden Hour Focus | “Mesd 3ATaR"” R 3R

» First 60 minutes after a severe accident = Golden Hour
- e & a1g Ugat 60 fie B Tiived 3R
e AIIMS study:
« Timely medical intervention can reduce fatalities by ~30%

- THY TR AT A Hid 30% dd Ue Adbdl &

& Funding Mechanism | fa=ta arazen
» Treatment covered under:
« Third-party insurance (if vehicle insured)

» Road Safety Fund (if vehicle uninsured)

- dHT9 81 R IWHR T ISt

LJ Good Samaritan Incentive | "IgdRR" WicdT&d
» Person bringing victim to hospital is called “Rahavir”
- Uifgd P 3TATe UgaA a1l Afdd = “IgaR”
o Cash award: ¥25,000
« Award only to one individual per case

- Q& gHedl A U &1 Afdd &l GRBR



Pilot Projects | URIeie UfRAISTATG
e Successful pilots conducted in:
e Assam
e Chandigarh
o Uttar Pradesh
e Punjab
¢ Haryana
o Uttarakhand
e Puducherry

@ Legal Backing | At THeq
o Government plans amendments to the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988
- HieR a1g4 3ifeifqam, 1988 # T2t yxarfad
e Amendments to include:

¢ Recommendations from States & UTs



Topic

Golden Hour

Road Accident Deaths
Motor Vehicles Act
Good Samaritan Law

Road Safety Fund
SDG Link

Key Facts (English + Hindi)
First 60 minutes critical for survival

India accounts for ~11% of global road
deaths

Major amendment in 2019
Protects helpers from legal harassment

Created under Motor Vehicles Act

SDG 3.6 — Halve road traffic deaths



Exam Year  Question (Brief) Answer

UPSC Prelims 2023  ‘Golden Hour’ is associated with? Emergency trauma care
UPSC Prelims 2020  Which Act governs road safety in India? Motor Vehicles Act

SSC CGL 2022  Third-party insurance relates to? Motor vehicles

IBPS PO 2021 Road Safety Fund is related to? Accident victims

RPSC RAS 2022  Good Samaritan guidelines issued by?  Supreme Court / Govt
Railway NTPC 2019  AINIMS functions under which ministry? Health Ministry



* If a vehicle involved in an accident is
uninsured, treatment expenses will be
borne by:

A. State government only

B. Insurance company

C. Road Safety Fund

D. Hospital
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Voice for people-driven conservation

Madhav Gadgil, who passed away in Pune on Wednesday. shifted the paradigm in global conservation discourse, giving primacy to human rights

over exclusive wildlife protection; Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel he headed recommended strict but people-driven protection for the ghats

Divya Gandhi
BENGALURL

adhav Gadgil, a
M pioneering scho-
lar and iconic pe-

ople’s  conservationist,
passed away in Pune on
Wednesday after a brief ill-
ness. He was 83.

As someone who started
off with the upper-class
“urban conservationist ap-
proach to nature conserva-
tion", Mr. Gadgil metamor-
phosed into an ecologist
who advocated the rights
of the marginalised com-
munities for whom the for-
est was home. He called
them the “common people
of India®, and saw them as
“constituents of the ecosys-
tem”.
Nothing sums this up
better than his own admis-
sion in his autobiography,
A Walk Up the Hill: Living
with People and Nature, pu-
blished in 2023. Writing
about his early days as a
young conservationist, Mr.
Gadgil confessed: “I sub-
scribed to the urban con-
servationist approach to

nature conservation,
namely, protection
through the devices of wil-

dlife sanctuaries and na-
tlonal parks... I also sub-
scribed to the view that it
Was necessary to remove
habitations from within

such habitats to safeguard
them.”

All that changed in the
1980s, when Mr. Gadgil
“started thinking about al-
ternative ways of following
my passion to conserve na-
ture, working with rather
than against the common
people of India”.

Writing in the foreword
to the book, the late M.S.
Swaminathan, veteran agri-
culture scientist, said of Mr.
Gadgil: “Madhav has had
an illustrious career as one
of India's leading research-
ers in the fields of ecology
and environment, but
more importantly, his
thinking has been com-
bined with action on envi-
ronmental and ecological
security in the service of
humanity.”

Paradigm shift

Mr. Gadgil would go on to
shift the paradigm in the
global conservation dis-
course, giving primacy to
human rights over exclu-
sive wildlife protection. He
was distraught by the ob-
session of governments
with commercial interests
and their disregard for the
rights of farmers and indi-
genous people. In fact, he
began to view the Wildlife
(Protection) Act of 1972 as
weapon at the hands of the
Forest departments “to

MADHAV GADGIL (1942 - 2026)

Gadgil was an
ecologist who
advocated for rights
of the marginalised
communities

subjugate the common pe-
ople of India”, especially
by criminalising hunter-
gatherer communities and
farmers,

The Western Ghats,
where he was born in 1942,
received his particular at-
tention. This interest ac-
quired the sharpest clarity
in his 2011 report as chair-

man of the Western Ghats
Ecology Expert Panel. The
Manmohan Singh govern-
ment, having responded to
an alarm sounded by ex-
perts and local populations
on the destruction of the
fragile ecosystem and peo-
ple of the Western Ghats by
industrialisation, climate
change and commercial
greed, had tasked Mr. Gad-
gil with rendering advice
on how to save the ghats
from an ecological disaster.

Mr. Gadgil scoured the
region he knew so inti-
mately, interacted with
communities, both forest-

and village-based, pan-
chayats and forest officials,
and recommended strict
but people-driven protec-
tion for the ghats. Advocat-
ing the setting up of a West-
ern  Ghats  Ecology
Authority, he asked for the
major part of it to be de-
clared  environmentally
sensitive. No new polluting
industries were to be set up
in the zones earmarked as
particularly  endangered
and existing industries
were to be phased out.

Vested interest groups
resisted the ideas, leading,
typically and predictably,
to the setting up of another
panel. Headed by the emi-
nent space scientist K. Kas-
turirangan, the panel re-
commended in 2013 that a
reduced area (37% of the
ghats) be protected. But
even that was not
accepted.

Till today, the Western
Ghats remains a zone of
contestation between the
dogma of development and
the calls for conservation.

Mr. Gadgil also cham-
pioned the “Save the Silent
Valley" movement in Kera-
1a in the 1970s and early
1980s to protect the rain-
forests, as he campaigned
for the forests of Bastar. A
“product” of Harvard and a
citizen of the world, he fo-
cused on the fragilities of

India’s ecosystems and the
human inhabitants,

Paying tributes on X,
former Unlon Environment
Minister Jairam Ramesh
said Mr, Gadgil “was a top-
notch academic scientist, a
tireless field researcher, a
pioneering institution-buil-
der, a great communicator,
a believer in people’s net-
works and movements, and
friend, philosopher, guide,
and mentor to many..."

Historian Ramachandra
Guha, who co-authored
two books with Mr. Gadgil
in the 1990s, described him
as “an exemplary scientist
and citizen, and, to me, a
friend and mentor for forty
years and more"”.

Mr. Gadgil Jeaves behind
a rich legacy for the future
generations. He had hoped
that this “will be the third
generation of people born
in free, democratic India
whose Constitution pro-
fesses values of social jus-
tice, equity, equality, non-
racism and non-sexism, hu-
man dignity, an open
society, accountability and
the rule of law." To achieve
that, the ecologist must, as
he said, “talk of many
things, not just air and wa-
ter and the bird that sings,
but of men and money and
economic reforms..."

(With inputs from
Vinaya Deshpande Pandit)



¢ Key Personality / Panels

« Madhav Gadgil - Ecologist, conservation thinker (1942-2026)
» Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP |/ Gadgil Committee)
« Kasturirangan - Headed subsequent panel on Western Ghats

« Point-wise Summary (Bilingual — Together)

& Who was Madhav Gadgil? | Arera mefiiel &l 272
« A pioneering Indian ecologist who championed people-centric conservation
- FA-dblgd TG0 B Yad gHf®

« Advocated rights of marginalised communities as “constituents of ecosystems”

- gIfeig & FHgrY &Y uIRRRIfdd! a7 @1 fZwar /T

) Paradigm Shift | Tieor A dofies uRRada
« Shifted global discourse from exclusive wildlife protection to human rights-first conservation
- Bad gIitd TI&0T A AT, BT AfEBRY B wrafdawar

» Critiqued fortress conservation (parks/sanctuaries that displace people)

- WY 3Taret & fazeng=-3menfid TWI&oT &1 e T



&) Western Ghats Vision | afeawt are i gfe
¢ As Chair of WGEEP, recommended:
« Strict but people-driven protection
» Village-level participation (panchayats, forest officials, communities)
- BOR g FEMIfTaTqut TReyor Aise
« Proposed ecologically sensitive zones (ESZs) with graded protection

- gfaruita ddea2iter 831 &1 TRuTag &1

) Key Recommendations | W& &t
« No new polluting industries in highly sensitive zones
« Phase-out of existing harmful industries

« Creation of a Western Ghats Ecology Authority
- ufeast are mRfEifad! wftrasor

&J Resistance & Follow-up | faer 3itz 3mit &Y wfsar

« Recommendations faced strong resistance from vested interests

« A second panel under Kasturirangan suggested reduced protected area (~37%), which too saw
limited acceptance

- prf<aaq § Asrifae-3nfele armd



Theme

Western Ghats

WGEEP (2011)

Kasturirangan Panel

Community Forestry

SDG Link

Key Facts (English + Hindi)

UNESCO World Heritage Site; biodiversity
hotspot

Classified Ghats into ESZ-1/2/3 (graded
protection)

Reduced ESZ footprint; development-
conservation balance

Aligns with FRA, 2006; participatory
governance

SDG-15 (Life on Land), SDG-16 (Institutions),
SDG-10 (Inequality)




Exam

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Prelims

SSC CGL

RPSC RAS

Railway NTPC

Year

2014

2018

2022

2021

2020

Question (Brief)

Western Ghats panel
chaired by Madhav
Gadgil?

UNESCO tag linked to
Western Ghats?

Biodiversity hotspot in
India?

Silent Valley movement
relates to?

Community participation
In conservation refers
to?

Answer

Yes

World Heritage

Western Ghats

Forest conservation

People-centric
approach
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India to scrap curbs
on Chinese firms that
bid for govt. contracts
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India to scrap curbs
on Chinese firms that
bid for govt. contracts

Plan follows ministries’ requests to ease shortages and project delays;

projects awarded to Chinese bidders fell 27% from a year earlier in 2021

Reuters
NEW DELHI

he finance ministry
T plans to scrap five-
year-old  restric-

tions on Chinese firms bid-
ding for government con-
tracts, two government
sources said, as New Delhi
seeks to revive commercial
ties in an environment of
reduced border tensions.

The curbs, imposed in
2020 after a deadly clash
between the countries’
troops, required Chinese
bidders to register with an
Indian government com-
mittee and obtain political
and security clearances.

The measures effective-
ly barred Chinese firms
from competing for Indian
government contracts that
were estimated to be worth
$700 billion to $750 billion.

Reuters is the first to re-
port on the plan to ease the
restrictions.

One of the sources said
officials were working to
remove the registration re-

Boomerang effect: Curbs on Chinese imports for the power sector
hindered India’s plans to raise thermal power capacity. FILE PHOTO

quirement. Both sources
said Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s office will make
the final decision.

The finance ministry
and the PMO did not res-
pond to Reuters requests
for comment. The restric-
tions had a significant im-
pact: months after they
were made public, China’s
State-owned CRRC was dis-
qualified from bidding for
a $216 million train-manu-
facturing contract. The Mi-
nistry of Finance's plan to
ease the curbs followed re-
quests from other govern-
ment departments that

face shortages and project
delays due to the 2020 res-
trictions, the sources said.

Soon after India im-
posed its restrictions, the
value of new projects
awarded to Chinese bid-
ders fell 27% from a year
earlier to $1.67 billion in
2021, according toObser-
ver Research Foundation.

Specifically, curbs on
imports from China of
equipment for the power
sector have hindered In-
dia’s plans to raise its ther-
mal power capacity to
about 307 GW over the
next decade.



i) What is the decision? | fAufa =T 22

e India plans to scrap restrictions on Chinese firms bidding for government contracts
- IBR T Hufaa) WR @it diel Afaaes gem ot ST a1 3E &8

e Restrictions were around 5 years old

& Why were curbs imposed? | Ufdd el &=l &g 7q 212
e Imposed in 2020 after deadly India—China border clash
- 2020 A YRd—=i9 JA1 Jus & d1g
e Chinese firms were required to:
e Register with Indian government committee

e Obtain political & security clearances

- IS & 3Menfa siia sifAard



&) Why remove curbs now? | 3id ge11 &1 BRUT

» Requests from multiple ministries due to:
« Equipment shortages
« Project delays
- ufatsrsh 7 & 3k dareq dwe
« Aim to revive commercial ties amid reduced border tensions

- " a1 d4ra & dta @maiiRes Heer e

) Economic impact of restrictions | 3ifefes yTa
» Chinese firms were effectively barred from:
« Govt contracts worth $700-750 billion
e« Example:
» China's state-owned CRRC disqualified from $216 million train contract

&) Data highlight | 3Tl &1 Tdhd
« Value of projects awarded to Chinese bidders:
» Fell 27% in 2021
» Declined to $1.67 billion (Observer Research Foundation)
- ufadet &1 werel T fAder a? ust



Power sector impact | fdsTat &3 IR v

e Import curbs on Chinese power equipment:
« Hampered plans to raise thermal power capacity to ~307 GW over next decade

> 331t Y& 3R SHREaRR yIfad

& Decision-making authority | 3ifda fAofar
« PM Narendra Modi's Office (PMO) will take final call

e Finance Ministry & PMO did not officially comment



Textiles ministry signs MoUs with 15 States under Tex-RAMPS scheme

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

The Ministry of Textiles
has signed Memorandum
of Understanding (MoUs)
with 15 States as part of the

“Textiles focused Research,
Assessment, Monitoring,
Planning And Start-Up’
(Tex-RAMPS) scheme.

The MoUs were signed
on the first day of the two-
day national textile minis-

ters’ conference in Guwa-
hati on the theme ‘India’s
Textiles: Weaving Growth,
Heritage & Innovation’.
The scheme is designed
to improve the coverage,
quality, timeliness, and

credibility of textile-related
statistical products and re-
search, according to a
press release.

The initiative drives in-
tegrated planning for key
sectors including han-

dlooms, handicrafts, appa-
rel, and technical textiles
by focusing efforts directly
at the cluster and district
levels, the release said.
The Ministry provides
an annual grant of ¥12 lakh

to each State or Union Ter-
ritory. An additional grant
of T1lakh a year will be pro-
vided for each district,
based on the development
and execution of specific
district action plans.



& What happened? | a=IT g311?
e Ministry of Textiles signed MoUs with 15 States
- BUST HATA A 15 31 6 F1 FHSAT AU (MoU) R g4d1er fhe
e Under the Tex-RAMPS scheme

& About Tex-RAMPS | Tex-RAMPS A\54T1 <RIT 22

e Full form: Textiles focused Research, Assessment, Monitoring, Planning and Start-Up
- PHUST &7 § ATAYH, Fedichd, AR, A1 3k =i -31a R Hfga At
e Objective:
e Improve coverage, quality, timeliness, and credibility of textile-related data & research

- SqHCISd JiPbs! 3R 2Ne B TuTaaT g faau=tadar deMT

&) Where were MoUs signed? | MoU @&l g¥aT&iiRd g8?

e Signed during a national textile ministers’' conference in Guwahati
e Conference theme:

e “India’s Textiles: Weaving Growth, Heritage & Innovation”

- ¥Rd & 9&: faer, favad 3k Jamr



&J Key Focus Areas | Y& Bihd &7

e Integrated planning at:
e Cluster level
e District level
e Priority textile segments:
 Handlooms
« Handicrafts
o Apparel

¢ Technical textiles

- WA TR R dferd e orEifa

& Financial Support | fa<ta Igr«r
e 12 lakh annual grant to each State / UT
e Additional 21 lakh per district per year
-> Based on:

e Development
e Execution of district action plans



Topic

Textile Sector

India in Textiles

Technical Textiles

Cluster Approach

Guwahati

Key Facts (English + Hindi)

Second-largest employer after agriculture

Among top global producers of cotton & man-made fibres

Sunrise sector; promoted under National Technical
Textiles Mission

Used in handloom & handicraft development

Major conference hub for NE-India policy outreach



e An additional district-level grant under Tex-RAMPS is:
A. 50,000

B. X1 lakh

C. X2 lakh

D. X5 lakh
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U.S. govt. unveils plans to control
Venezuela’s oil sales ‘indefinitely’

Energy Dept. says it has begun marketing Venezuelan crude globally; Trump claimed that 30-50 million barrels of oil would

be transported to US,, adding that South American nation will use funds from sales to purchase only US-made products

Stanly Johny

he U.S. Department
Tof Energy said on

Wednesday it has
begun marketing Venezue-
lan crude in the global
market and plans to con-
trol the sales of the South
American country’s oil “in-
definitely”, a day after Pre-
sident Donald Trump
claimed that Caracas
would “turn over” up to 50
million barrels of oil to the
United States.

“We have engaged the
world’s leading commodi-
ty marketers and key
banks to execute and pro-
vide financial support for
these crude oil and crude
products sales,” it said in a
fact sheet.

The U.S. attacked Venezuela on January 3 and captured Nicolas
Maduro, who now faces narcoterrorism charges in the U.S. AP

The U.S. attacked Vene-
zuela on January 3 and
captured its President Ni-
colas Maduro, who is cur-
rently in the U.S. facing
charges of narcoterrorism.
Mr. Trump claimed on

Tuesday that 30 to 50 mil-
lion barrels of Venezuelan
oil would be taken by stor-
age ships, and brought di-
rectly to unloading docks
in the U.S. He said he has
authorised Energy Secre-

tary Chris Wright to exe-
cute the plan.

According to the fact
sheet, Mr. Wright and the
Department of Energy are
“working with the Interim
Venezuelan  Authorities
and private industry to ex-
ecute this deal”.

It said proceeds from
the sale of Venezuelan
crude oil and oil products
would initially be kept in
U.S.-controlled accounts
before being disbursed
“for the benefit of the
American people and the
Venezuelan people at the
discretion of the U.S.
government”.

“These oil sales begin
immediately with the anti-
cipated sale of approxi-
mately 30-50 million bar-

rels. They will continue
indefinitely,” added the
Department.

In a social media post on
Wednesday, Mr. Trump
said Venezuela will pur-
chase “only American
made products” with the
money the country re-
ceives from oils sales by
the U.S. “These purchases
will include American
Agricultural Products, and
American Made Medi-
cines, Medical Devices,
and Equipment to improve
Venezuela's Electric Grid
and Energy Facilities. In
other words, Venezuela is
committing to doing busi-
ness with the United States
of America as their princi-
pal partner - A wise
choice,” wrote Mr. Trump.




i What has the U.S. announced? | 3/f3asT A a=m gllwoT 61?2
« The U.S. government plans to control Venezuela’'s oil sales indefinitely
- IARET AT B ad Gh! B AfAfedd &1 aa fAdfFa s

« The U.S. Department of Energy (DoE) has begun marketing Venezuelan crude globally
- 3MRB FH3tf faumt A AAFCAT S F dd B dfads HIhfeT & &

& Oil volumes & logistics | a @ AT 31k ufaga
« 30-50 million barrels of oil expected to be moved to the U.S.
- 3-5 B3 Rl det IARBT Fr&T ST
« Oil to be:
» Loaded on storage ships

» Brought to U.S. unloading docks
- TG HeRYT S1ETE | 3T aa ulRage

&J Control over revenues | I35 QR fAdz07

» Proceeds from Venezuelan oil sales to be:
« Held initially in U.S.-controlled accounts
« Disbursed at the discretion of the U.S. government

- dct fashl &t Al uR 3BT =0T



& Use of funds | &€ &1 39T

» Venezuela will use the oil revenue only to purchase U.S.-made products
- dd § At AfA Baa 3MRBT IarE! uR S gt
e Includes:
e Agricultural products
e Medicines & medical devices

e Equipment to improve Venezuela's electric grid and energy facilities

& Political context | I5TIfde gssyfA

e Announcement came a day after Donald Trump's claim that Venezuela would “turn over” oil to the
U.S.

e The U.S. stated it is working with interim Venezuelan authorities and private industry
- TRPR-J-WRBR Aal, dfecp 3idRH UifeisRon & Irel B1H

& Duration | 31afer
e The U.S. Energy Department stated:

e Oil sales control will continue indefinitely

- 3ifAfeaddTId dab TR 2T



Topic

Venezuela

Oil as a Weapon
Escrow-like Control
U.S. Sanctions Model
Energy Security

Petro-diplomacy

Key Facts (English + Hindi)

Holds one of the largest proven oll
reserves globally

Energy sanctions used for geopolitical
leverage

Revenues kept in controlled accounts

Similar approach earlier with Iran &
Venezuela

Central to U.S. foreign policy

Oil trade linked with political
recognition



* According to the announcement, how
much Venezuelan oil may be transported to
the U.S.?

A. 5—-10 million barrels

B. 10—20 million barrels

C. 20-30 million barrels

D. 30-50 million barrels



Trump withdraws U.S. from
UNFCCC, a key climate treaty

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s decision to with-
draw the United States
from a bedrock climate
treaty was slammed on
Thursday by the EU, which
vowed to keep tackling the
crisis with other nations.

The White House on
Wednesday flagged the
U.S. exit from 66 global or-
ganisations and treaties —
roughly half affiliated with
the United Nations — it
identified as “contrary to
the interests of the United
States”.

Donald Trump

Most notable among
them is the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC),
the parent treaty under-
pinning all major interna-
tional climate agreements.

The treaty adopted in 1992
is a global pact by nations
to cooperate to drive down
planet-warming  green-
house gas emissions and
adapt to the impacts of cli-
mate change.

European Union climate
chief Wopke Hoekstra said
the UNFCCC “underpins
global climate action” and
brings nations together in
the collective fight against
the crisis.

“The decision by the
world’s largest economy
and second-largest emitter
to retreat from it is regret-
table and unfortunate,” Mr.
Hoekstra said.



& What did the U.S. decide? | 33T 2 @ fAofa faar?
« U.S. President Donald Trump announced withdrawal from UNFCCC
- 3MR&T A UNFCCC & 18R fAdeA &1 'lyor &t

« The White House termed participation “contrary to U.S. interests”

- 3RS fgal & fasg garar man

& Scale of withdrawal | g€ &1 gRRT
» U.S. flagged exit from 66 global organisations and treaties
- 66 dfeds dreqlfansital @ ged drdEdbd
« About half affiliated with the United Nations
- T e} A g F I3

&) What is UNFCCC? | UNFCCC w182
e Adopted in 1992
- 1992 # 3(9=RIT TAT
« A global pact to:
» Reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

» Adapt to climate change impacts

- Fdary uRada & fAuea &1 snemrd Iwsitar



&) Why is UNFCCC important? | UNFCCC @it Hgeayquf 82

« Parent treaty of major climate agreements such as:
« Kyoto Protocol
» Paris Agreement

> it v TP FeTary AHEital bt MR

LJ International reaction | 3iaRTsEI Ufdfssar

« European Union criticised the decision strongly
- ZRIT TE A FeEt et B
» EU vowed to continue global cooperation on climate action
* EU Climate Chief:
» Called the move “regrettable and unfortunate”

« Stated UNFCCC underpins global climate action

L) Global significance | df2a<® Agc

e US.is:
« World's largest economy
« Second-largest emitter of greenhouse gases

- 3BT BT g1 dfedd TATH] Bl BHAR Bl &



Topic
UNFCCC

Kyoto Protocol

Paris Agreement

COP

Major Emitters

Climate Governance

Key Facts (English + Hindi)
Adopted at Rio Earth Summit, 1992

1997; binding targets for developed
nations

2015; temperature goal “well below
2°C”

Conference of Parties under
UNFCCC

China (1st), USA (2nd)
Based on CBDR principle



Exam

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Prelims

SSC CGL

RPSC RAS

IBPS PO

Railway NTPC

Year

2016

2018

2022

2021

2020

2019

Question (Brief)

UNFCCC was adopted in
which year?

Paris Agreement is under
which treaty?

Which body conducts COP
meetings?

CBDR principle relates to?
GHG emissions mainly
include?

Second-largest GHG
emitter?

Answer

1992

UNFCCC

UNFCCC

Climate change

CO;

USA



* The U.S. is the world’s largest emitter of greenhouse gases.
A. First

B. Second
C. Third
D. Fourth




The last Russia-U.S. nuclear treaty is
about to expire; what happens next?

Reuters
LONDON

Even at the height of their
Cold War nuclear rivalry,
the United States and the
Soviet Union thrashed out
a series of treaties to keep
the arms race from spirall-
ing out of control.

Though they agreed on
little else, leaders in Mos-
cow and Washington saw
value in talks - from 1969
until long after the Soviet
collapse in 1991 — to create
a stable and predictable

framework limiting the
size of their nuclear
arsenals.

Now the last U.S.-Russia
nuclear treaty, New START,
is just weeks away from ex-
piring on February 5, and
what comes next is uncer-
tain. The two countries,
preoccupied by the war in
Ukraine, have not held any

—

Trump has not formally responded to Putin’s proposal that they
agree to adhere to New START limits for a further 12 months. AFP

talks on a successor treaty.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin proposed in Sep-
tember that both parties
should agree for a further
12 months to adhere to the
New START limits, which
cap the number of de-
ployed nuclear warheads
at 1,550 on each side.

U.S. President Donald

Trump has yet to deliver a
formal response, and West-
ern security analysts are di-
vided about the wisdom of
accepting Mr. Putin’s offer.

On one hand, it would
buy time to chart a way for-
ward, while sending a pol-
itical signal that both sides
want to preserve a vestige
of arms control.

On the other hand, it
would allow Russia to keep
developing weapons sys-
tems outside the scope of
New START, including its
Burevestnik cruise missile
and Poseidon torpedo.

The Chinese factor
Former U.S. defence plan-
ner Greg Weaver noted in a
paper for the Atlantic
Council that Russia had re-
fused since 2023 to accept
mutual inspections that
would provide Washington
with assurances that Mos-
cow is still complying with
the treaty.

Agreeing to Mr. Putin’s
proposal, Mr. Weaver ad-
ded, would also send a
message to China that the
United States would not
build up its strategic nu-
clear forces in response to
China’s fast-growing nu-
clear arsenal.



i What is New START? | ] ®T¢ Hfti R g?
« Last remaining nuclear arms control treaty between the U.S. and Russia
- IARPBI- A & dta 3ifda gam] gferar Faaor fE

« Caps deployed nuclear warheads at 1,550 each

- g &oif & f&g 1,550 AATd UHIV] aREs &t HiAT

& Current situation | adam= fifd
« New START is set to expire on February 5
> R T 5 BIad B AT &1 areit 2
» No talks held due to:
» Ukraine war

« Worsening U.S.-Russia relations

- Hfaer & A ifafeaddr

&) Putin's proposal | gfd= &1 Yama
» Russia proposed both sides should:
» Adhere to New START limits for another 12 months
- 12 HER &1 3R fGFaR wwara
» Aimed at:
* Buying time

* Preserving minimum arms control structure



&J U.S. response | 3mf¥ht ufafssar
« Donald Trump has not formally responded
- 3mfeT 6t situaiiRes genfd snit &t
« Western security analysts:

« Divided on whether extension is wise

U If treaty expires | af¢ dfel AHTE &1 57741 8

« No legal limits on:
» Nuclear warheads
« Delivery systems

- TRATY] 2frRY &t &tg &1 FavT

» Russia could develop weapons outside New START scope, including:
« Burevestnik nuclear-powered cruise missile
« Poseidon nuclear torpedo

LJ Inspection issue | fAdteor faarg
« Since 2023, Russia has:
o Refused mutual inspections
- URAR® 8101 Yoret 39
« Raises U.S. concerns about:

« Compliance verification



Topic
Cold War Arms Control
New START

Verification

Russia—Ukraine War
Nuclear Triad

China

Key Facts (English + Hindi)
Began with SALT-I (1972)
Signed in 2010; entered force in 2011

Includes data exchanges & on-site
Inspections

Severely impacted arms control dialogue
ICBMs, SLBMs, strategic bombers

Estimated fastest-growing nuclear arsenal



* New START treaty limits the number of deployed nuclear warheads

to:

A. 1,000
B. 1,250
C. 1,550
D. 2,000



India launches Raisina

Science Diplomacy
Initiative (RSDI) 2026



India has launched the Raisina Science Diplomacy Initiative (RSDI) 2026 to strengthen the
interface between science, technology, and diplomacy

> VRA A fagm, waifidt 3k Helfa & Tr-aa &) Asgd BRA & fag It aigy fTwmst sfAfegfea
(RSDI) 2026 Wt S3Td bl

The initiative aims to institutionalise science diplomacy within India’s flagship geopolitical dialogue,

the Raisina Dialogue

- BT I8 JATH AT SR—IAIT &b dgd faAT Felfd Pl JRmTd U 371 2 |

RSDI is jointly launched by the Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) and Observer
Research Foundation (ORF)

- g UEA W AT TATEHR BT (PSA) 3R ORF GRT IYad ®U F 2[F &I 118 &

The partnership was announced by PSA Prof. Ajay Kumar and ORF President Dr. Samir Saran
> 3 ISR B B0 WY, 31579 HHR 3R ST, GHR TRA A Bl

The initiative reflects India's recognition of science and technology as strategic tools of foreign
policy

- Jg U WRd &t facer Fifd & faam 31k witefiich! & gaa urHifae a8 o) galfdt g1



+CURRENT 2 AFFAIRS
2025-26 COMBO

BY BHUNESH SIR

INCLUDES:
» COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE

| JAN 2025-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS)

FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY,
DEFENCE, EPFO, IB, RRB NTPC, CET, RAS & MORE




Word of the day

Clampdown:
sudden restriction on an activity

Synonyms: curb, quash, suppress

Usa g€ There was a clampdown on illegal
activities.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
clampdownrpo

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kleempdaun/
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