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“The more you delay, the harder
starting becomes.”
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Fragile ceasefire takes hold between U.S., Iran

Each side offers divergent accounts of its terms; Tehran initially agrees to safe passage through Strait of Hormuz but stops vessels later, accusing Tel Aviv of ceasefire violation

as Israeli strikes kill 112 in Lebanon; Iran says Lebanon is part of agreement but Israel and the US. say it is not; talks to begin in Islamabad tomorrow, based on Iran’s proposal

Stanly Johny

he two-week cease-
Tﬁre announced by

the U.S. and Iran
hung in the balance on
Wednesday with each side
offering divergent ac-
counts of its terms and Is-
rael launching one of its
heaviest air strikes on Le-
banon since the war be-
gan, drawing swift accusa-
tions from Tehran of truce
violation.

On Wednesday morn-
ing, U.S. President Donald
Trump said he has “sus-
pended the bombing of
Iran” for two weeks and
will begin talks with Teh-
ran based on its 10-point
proposal, provided Iran re-
opens the Strait of Hor-
muz. Iran said it will halt
strikes if U.S.-Israeli attacks
stop and promised safe
passage through the strait
in coordination with its
forces during the truce. Pa-
kistan, which mediated
between the two sides,

Temporary relief: Iranians react after the ceasefire announcement

at the Engelab Square in Tehran on Wednesday. asp

said all parties and their al-
lies have agreed to an im-
mediate ceasefire on all
fronts, including Lebanon,
and Islamabad will host di-
rect talks on April 10.
However, Israel Prime
Minister Benjamin Neta-
nyahu, who welcomed the
U.S.-Israel ceasefire, said
Lebanon was not part of
the deal. Israel then
stepped up air strikes on
more than 100 targets in

Lebanon, killing at least 112
people. Iran’s Fars news
agency said oil vessels
passing through the Strait
of Hormuz have been
stopped because of Israel’s
“ceasefire violation”.

Mr. Trump said earlier
in the day that he was sus-
pending his planned attack
on Iran based on conversa-
tions with Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Field Marshal Asim

India welcomes
truce, calls for
trade via Strait

NEW DELHI

The Indian government on
Wednesday welcomed the
U.S.-Iran ceasefire agreement
that was brokered by Pakistan
close to the deadline, calling
for an early end to the conflict
and for “unimpeded” trade
flow through the Strait of
Hormuz. » PAGE 4

Shippers seek
clarity before
transiting

CHENNAI

Shippers are awaiting clarity
on the terms of exit from the
Strait of Hormuz following the
ceasefire. Some 35 stranded
ships are either Indian-flagged
or foreign-flagged carrying
cargo for India. They await
“clearance from the Indian
government”. » PAGE 12

Munir. “This will be a dou-
ble sided ceasefire! The
reason for doing so is that
we have already met and
exceeded all Military ob-
jectives, and are very far
along with a definitive
Agreement  concerning
Longterm peace with Iran,
and peace in the Middle
East [West Asia],” he
added.

The U.S. had earlier sent
a 15-point ceasefire propo-

sal to Iran through Pakis-
tan, which Tehran reject-
ed. Instead, it submitted a
10-point proposal demand-
ing the lifting of all sanc-
tions and continued con-
trol over the Strait of
Hormuz, according to
[ran’s state media.

“We received a 10-point
proposal from Iran, and
believe it is a workable ba-
sis on which to negotiate.
Almost all of the various

points of past contention
have been agreed to bet-
ween the United States and
Iran, but a two week pe-
riod will allow the Agree-
ment to be finalised and
consummated,” Mr.
Trump added.

Iran’s Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said the
U.S. requested for talks
based on its 15-point pro-
posals and President
Trump has accepted “the
entirety of Iran’s 10-point
proposals as a basis for ne-
gotiations”, “If the attacks
on the Islamic Republic of
Iran cease, our powerful
armed forces will also
cease their defensive at-
tacks. Safe  passage
through the Strait of Hor-
muz will be possible for
two weeks in coordination
with the Iranian armed
forces and taking into ac-
count existing technical
limitations,” he said.

Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council said the
country has dealt a “histor-

ic and crushing defeat” to
the U.S. and Israel, adding
that Washington was
forced to accept its 10-
point proposal. The propo-
sal, as per the Council, in-
cludes: no new aggression
against Iran; continued Ira-
nian control over the Strait
of Hormuz; acceptance of
uranium enrichment; re-
moval of all sanctions; pay-
ment of compensation;
withdrawal of U.S. forces
from the region and cessa-
tion of war on all fronts, in-
cluding Lebanon.

Later in the day, the
White House said the 10-
point proposal Iran has
submitted to the U.S. was
different from the plan re-
leased by Iran’s state me-
dia. Mr. Trump also said
that Lebanon was not part
of the ceasefire and wrote
in a social media post that
Iran would not be enrich-
ing uranium.

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGE 14



In Iran, Trump faces the limits of American power

The US-Israeli war on Iran has not just failed to achieve its declared objectives but also reinforced Iran’s standing as a major regional power in West Asia; under attack, Iran ensured decapitation would

not affect the coherence of the state; Tehran widened the conflict by attacking US. bases in the region and by taking control of the Strait of Hormuz, Iran dragged the global economy into the conflict

NEWS ANALYSIS

Stanly Johny
here will be no
“T deal with lran
except

CONDITIONAL SURREN-
DER!,” U.S. President Do-
nald Trump said on March
6, the seventh day of the
war. On April 8, on the
40th day of the war, Mr.
Trump announced a two-
week ceasefire, hours after
he threatened to erase the
Iranian civilisation if Teh-
ran did not accept his deal.

Mr. Trump also agreed
to treat an Iranian proposal
as “a workable basis” for
future talks. Iran said it
would honour the cease-
fire and ensure “safe pas-
sage” of vessels through
the Strait of Hormuz “in
coordination with its
forces”.

While it is too early to
conclude whether the cea-

sefire would hold or it
would lead to a lasting
peace agreement, one
thing is clear — the U.S.-Is-
raeli war on Iran has not
just failed to achieve its de-
clared objectives but also
reinforced Iran’s standing
as a major regional power
in West Asia, particularly.

When he launched the
war on February 28, Mr.
Trump outlined five broad
objectives: to “raze” Iran's
missile industry “to the
ground”; to “annihilate”
Iran’s Navy; to ensure that
Iran’s “proxies” could no
longer “destabilise” the re-
gion; to prevent Iran from
ever obtaining a nuclear
weapon; and to bring
about regime change.
None of this has been met.

Forty days later, howev-
er, his biggest demand was
one that was not part of his
original set of objectives —
reopen Hormuz.

Iran got pounded over
the past 40 days. It lost sev-

eral top leaders, including
Supreme Leader Ali Kha-
menei, Defence Council
chief Ali Shamkhani and
Security Council chief Ali
Larijani. Its manufacturing
facilities, petrochemical
complexes, gas fields, oil
depots, rail tracks, univer-
sities and even bridges
were bombed. The damage
is a major setback for an
economy already in crisis.

Iran’s three moves

But Iran made three moves
that allowed it to play what
Trita Parsi, of the Quincy
Institute, calls the “longer
game”, First, it ensured
that decapitation would
not affect the coherence of
the state or its ability to
fight back — a strategy like-
ly put in place after the
June 2025 war when Israel
killed multiple Iranian mili-
tary leaders. Second, Iran
immediately regionalised
the conflict by attacking
American bases in the Per-

Vacillating stance: Donald Trump announced the ceasefire hours
after he threatened to erase the Iranian civilisation. ReUTERS

sian Gulf. The accuracy
and lethality of these
strikes suggest that Tehran
had prepared for this mo-
ment. As Vali Nasr, of Johns
Hopkins University, told
The Hindu, Iran turned the
entire Persian Gulf into a
battlefield. Third, by taking
control of the Strait of Hor-
muz, Iran dragged the glo-
bal economy into the war
launched by the U.S. and
Israel.

Over the past few
weeks, Mr. Trump repeat-
edly declared victory. But
such declarations failed to
convince even his allies, as
the Strait of Hormuz re-
mained under Iranian con-
trol. The U.S. had no easy
options. Mr. Trump faced
three possible ways out.
First, he could declare vic-
tory and withdraw, effec-
tively leaving the Strait in
Iran’s hands — a move that

would be seen as a huge
strategic defeat.

Second, he could esca-
late further, hoping that
heavier strikes would force
Iran to flinch and make
concessions, But this car-
ried enormous risks as Iran
could counter-escalate by
attacking energy facilities
across the Gulf and milita-
rily shutting the Strait.
Such an outcome would
multiply Mr. Trump’s chal-
lenges and could draw the
U.S. into a ground war. Mr.
Trump did attempt limited
escalation. He bombed
Kharg Island, Iran’s main
export terminal, while Is-
rael struck Iran's South
Pars gas fields. Mr. Trump
issued multiple ultima-
tums. But each time, Iran
either ignored them or res-
ponded with counter-
strikes. Last week, the loss
of two aircraft over Iran
punctured Mr. Trump's
claims that Tehran’s anti-
defence capabilities were

destroyed. Although the
U.S. managed to extract
the pilots of a downed
F-15E, it lost more aircraft
in the process.

Mr. Trump's third op-
tion was to seek a deal with
Iran, whose unconditional
surrender he had demand-
ed. He chose diplomacy,
with Pakistan, an ally with
close ties with Tehran, me-
diating, even as he threa-
tened to blow up Iran’s ci-
vilian infrastructure. The
plan was to use the threats
to exact concessions from
Tehran for an exit path.

Tables have turned

He finally got an off-ramp,
hours before his latest ulti-
matum was set to expire.
But his admission that the
framework for coming
talks would be Iran’s 10-
point proposal, not Ameri-
ca’s 15-point proposal,
shows how tables have
turned during the war. Iran
has demanded guarantees

against future attacks, con-
tinued control over the
Strait of Hormuz, right to
continue enriching urani-
um, removal of all sanc-
tions, withdrawal of U.S.
troops in the region and
payment of reparations. As
a concession to Mr. Trump,
Iran has agreed to allow
“safe passage” of vessels
through the Strait during
the ceasefire “in coordina-
tion” with its forces. Note:
‘safe passage’ is not the
same as 'free passage’.
There are wide gaps bet-
ween the American and
Iranian positions, which
will be taken up at the Isla-
mabad conference on April
10. But Iran will arrive with
far greater leverage than it
had in the pre-war talks in
Muscat and Geneva. Dur-
ing the pre-war talks, the
U.S. used the threat of an
attack to demand conces-
sions from Tehran. After
40 days of war, that threat
is now a spent force,
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The US and Iran announced a two-week ceasefire, brokered by Pakistan, with direct
talks scheduled in Islamabad on April 10.

3T 3R $9 A 2 AT BT G fdTH Fifeia fobaT, UTfesdi ol HeaReldl 3; SIATHTENG A 10 318
&1 Tt ardf a3 |

Strait of Hormuz — the world's most critical oil chokepoint — was at the centre of
negotiations; Iran initially agreed to safe passage, then halted ships citing Israeli
violations.

ST STIsHBHET — fd2d &1 Head Hecquf det IRITHA fdg — ardf & g o 2T, €37 7 ugal JRfard
IRITHA HHT, T SoRTIG 3eeie BT 3TRIY o7 STerel I |

Israel launched its heaviest air strikes on Lebanon since the war began, Killing 112
people — complicating the truce.

ORI 7 G Y5 B & I1% F A TR Hed HRI §aTS gHe (7 — 112 @1 AR T — GG RTH P
Sifeet s

India welcomed the ceasefire, calling for unimpeded trade through Hormuz — about
35 Indian-flagged or cargo ships were stranded.

VIR G aRTH BT TTd {6, 8ot & HTea™ J 76T ATYR &Y HIT BT — T 35 HRA-EaST a1
BT STETST et |

Divergent 10-point (Iran) vs 15-point (US) ceasefire proposals reveal deep mistrust
between the two nations.
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World's Key Maritime Chokepoints | fd2d & qq@ Hqgl didbuise:

Chokepoint Location Significance

Strait of Hormuz Between Iran & Oman 20% world oil, 25% LNG
Strait of Malacca Between Malaysia & Indonesia 40% world trade
Bab-el-Mandeb Between Yemen & Djibouti Red Sea - Suez Canal route
Suez Canal Egypt Europe-Asia shortcut
Strait of Gibraltar Between Spain & Morocco Atlantic-Mediterranean

Iran's Key Nuclear Sites / S & W& UHIU] e

e Natanz: Main uranium enrichment facility
e Fordow: Underground enrichment bunker
e Arak: Heavy water reactor (potential plutonium source)

e Bushehr: Nuclear power plant



US-Iran war (40 days)
Trump's limits of power

US war objectives
5 declared goals —allunmet |/

/ ,

Raze missile industry
— NOT achieved

Annihilate Iran’s Navy
— NOT achieved

A

_—

( Neutralise iran proxies
— NOT achieved

' Prevent nuclear weapon \
— NOT achieved |

- J

Bring regime change
— NOT achieved |

f
/

Trump's 3 options
. Allhad major problems

e ‘ y
Declare victory + withdraw
Hormuz stays in Iran's hands
L ‘

N

Escalate further
R{sk: ground war + Hormuz closed
J

Seek deal (chosen option)
Pakistan as mediator

7’

& Iran's three moves

The "longer game"

. Ensured leadership
continuity (no decapitation)
1 ! 5

1

| Attacked US bases in
Persian Gulf — widened war
\ J

\

\

éelzed Strait of Hormuz
< dragged global economy in

-

L Ceasefire outcome J

N

#f

Fragile — wide gaps remain

( Iran’s 10-point demand:
Hormuz control, sanctions lifted
US troops out, enrichment OK
< i

1

P
US 15-point framework
o enrichment, Lebanon exclud

Iran: "safe passage” granted
ree passage"” (Iran conditions apply)
\
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Over 4,600 objects placed in orbit in
2025 after 315 space launches: report
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Over 4,600 objects placed in orbit in
2025 after 315 space launches: report

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The year 2025 saw 315 suc-
cessful space launches glo-
bally, with about 4,651 ob-
jects placed in orbit.
According to the Indian
Space Situational Assess-
ment Report (ISSAR) for
2025 released on Wednes-
day, a maximum number
of payloads were deployed

during 2025.
The report stated that
4,651 objects were

launched to orbits and 1,911
re-entered the atmosphere
with a net annual growth
of 74.5%.

27 satellites operational
With regard to the Indian
space assets in 2025, eight
satellites were launched

In 2025, eight Indian satellites were launched and four rocket bodies

placed in orbit. -FILE PHOTO

and four rocket bodies
were placed in orbit. The
report said that 12 Indian

objects re-entered the
atmosphere.
It added that the IRNSS-1

D satellite was decommis-

©
LN

sioned 600 km above geo-
synchronous orbit.

In total, there are 86 In-
dian satellites in orbit of
which 27 are operational,
23 are defunct (still in or-
bit), and 36 decayed.

Among the Indian rock-
et bodies, three Launch
Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM-3) are
still in orbit and five are de-
cayed; four Small Satellite
Launch Vehicles are de-
cayed; four Geosynchro-
nous Satellite Launch Vehi-
cles (GSLV) are in orbit and
10 have decayed, and 42
Polar Satellite Launch Veh-
icles (PSLV) are in orbit
and 19 have decayed.

The report also said that
563 and 519 orbital ma-
noeuvres were carried out
in low-earth orbit and ge-
ostationary orbit,
respectively.

Fourteen collision avoi-
dance measures were car-
ried out in low-earth orbit
along with four in geosta-
tionary orbit, the ISSAR re-
port said.

A IN-X



ISSAR (Indian Space Situational Assessment Report) 2025 released — reveals 315
global space launches and 4,651 objects placed in orbit in 2025.

ISSAR (MRt 3iafRRel feeifasr=a gediasa RUl) 2025 SRt — 2025 # 315 dfedds sidfiar gergu
3R 4,651 T BT K|

India launched 8 satellites and placed 4 rocket bodies in orbit in 2025 — maximum
payload deployment evet.

YRA A 2025 ¥ 8 3UUE 37 4 b diel Bafl | IW] — 379 db &I Jaifte Uars yRfAIS|

Net annual orbital growth of 74.5% — raising urgent concerns about space debris and
collision avoidance.

2[& aTfies Fafta gfg 74.5% — 3iafier Hers 31 zasR | garg B R f&Farg|
IRNSS-1D satellite decommissioned — placed 600 km above geostationary orbit.
IRNSS-1D 39Ug Jarqed — &R BT H 600 fbHt 303 751 77|

India carried out 14 collision avoidance manoeuvres in LEO and 4 in geostationary
orbit in 2025.

YRd A 2025 H LEO H 14 ZaRpI-aaTd UaR 371R R P 4 fau|



Every year, countries around the world launch rockets and satellites into space. The
more objects in space, the greater the risk of collisions — creating space debris (S/
%oRT) that threatens future missions.

& T g 3 oI Iobe 3R 3umg 3iafker W ¥sta €1 fSrat 31fore avgy, 3T o T W1 — 3idfel
HerdT Mfds & e Pl TR # STeid 2 |

ISSAR is India's annual report — published by ISRO — that tracks all objects in orbit,
India's satellites, rocket bodies, and collision risks.

ISSAR YRd & q1ftes Ru1é 8 — ISRO GRT UBTId — ST &il W T+ g 31T, HRd & 3uUgl, b
qret 3IR Taep STEHI Pl ¢b bl g |

In 2025, arecord 4,651 objects were put into orbit globally — but 1,911 re-entered

(burned up in atmosphere), leaving a net growth of 74.5%.
2025 ¥ T 4,651 TRGY Ifedes TR TR B&iT H I} € — wAfds 1,911 Y: YA IR 1TE (argHsel §
STel), <I& Ifg 74.5%|

India currently has 86 satellites in orbit: 27 operational, 23 defunct (dead but still in
orbit), 36 decayed (fallen back).

HRd & IdH H 86 3UUE BEITH: 27 Afeha, 23 FfSha (Jd W wem ), 36 &/ (arad fiR) |

"Collision avoidance manoeuvres" mean ISRO had to fire thrusters on satellites to
dodge dangerous space debris — done 18 times in 2025.

"TFPI-IATd U BT Hddd & ISRO B WdRATH Actd F g9 &b fiv 3UTEl R 2 S gg — 2025
T 18 9|



Mega-constellation era: SpaceX's Starlink, Amazon's Kuiper, and OneWeb are
deploying thousands of satellites — driving the surge in launches.

ATMT-A&A GTT: SpaceX &1 Starlink, Amazon T Kuiper, OneWeb gSTRT 3UUg dATd 3 & —
J&YUT} H 3BT |

Kessler Syndrome (theoretical but feared): A chain reaction of debris collisions could
make certain orbits permanently unusable.

FEeR fAgH (Agifded TR ATaE): TeTd B caml Bl Yaet Tfafshar B Bamaii oY Terdt U J
AT §HT Hebetl & |

India's Space Policy 2023 mandates responsible space operations and debris

mitigation.

VRd b 3iaRer difd 2023 fSreR sidRer Samer 3R Aaem ~FAeoT 37f3ard il & |



Low Earth Orbit (LEO): 160-2,000 km altitude — most satellites, ISS, Starlink operate
here.

fa= geadt & (LEO): 160-2,000 féswt Famé — sifeiesiar3uns, ISS, Starlink gl

Geostationary Orbit (GEO): ~35,786 km altitude; satellite appears stationary — used
for communication, weather, TV broadcast.

YRR P& (GEO): ~35,786 fart Zams; 3ue 2R f&@ar @ — FaR, 7w, TV JaRoT & fag|
Graveyard/Disposal Orbit: ~300 km above GEO (~36,000 km); dead satellites moved
here to avoid GEO congestion.

Ffsr/fAueH B&m: GEO I ~300 st 0 (~36,000 fdH); GEO i I 591 & oy §a 3uue
g3y |

Sriharikota (Andhra Pradesh): India's only rocket launch site — home to Satish
Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC).

SfEfepYeT (31T W2l): WRd T UhHTH b TEITUT Tefe] — F12l ¥a 3iafier g (SDSC) |



Outer Space Treaty (OST),1967: Foundational space law; space is "province of all
mankind"; no weapons of mass destruction in space.

q1eT 3iafker d@fe (0ST), 1967: Hat 3iafiel w1, sidRer "argut Ara Si1fd &1 uid"; 3idRer # WMD
Tel |

India's Space Policy 2023: Enables private sector participation; separates policy (DoS),

regulation (IN-SPACe), and commercial arm (NewSpace India Ltd/NSIL).

WRd &I 3idRer Aifd 2023: fsit &3 B vritert; DoS (ifd), IN-SPACe (), NSIL (arfuifse)
HcAT-3AATI

UN COPUOS (Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space): Main UN body for
space governance; HQ Vienna.

UN COPUOS: 3iafer 2 & foiv §&7 UN fHebr; §esarerd faamT|

Liability Convention (1972): Countries liable for damage caused by their space
objects.

I 3hTHT (1972): &1 370 3iaRRer axg3il I g8 affd & fag 3drard|



Economy |/ 37efaa=r

Global space economy: Valued at ~$630 billion (2023); projected to reach $1.8 trillion
by 2035 (World Economic Forum).

e siafier srefaaazam: ~$630 3R (2023); 2035 A $1.8 ARA TRIS dd Yga BT JTHH
(WEF)|

India's space economy: Targeted at $44 billion by 2033 (Indian government target).
WIRd P 3iafier srefaa=am: 2033 da $44 3R BT 83|

Commercial launches: PSLV-C series has launched satellites for 36+ countries —

foreign exchange earner.

afuIfe HATUT: PSLV-C et 4 36+ &21T & 39Ug Uafud fasy — faeft e srsfes |

Environment / 9afeRoT

Re-entry pollution: Satellites re-entering atmosphere release aluminium oxide and
other particles — may deplete stratospheric ozone.

Y: WA IGHUT: argASc H Y: T2 Y 3UUE YogHITTIH 3TeITSS 37 3 UT Bled & —
HHATTHSH Y ST Bl JHHH HHT |

Light pollution: Mega-constellations (Starlink etc.) create "satellite trails" that disrupt
astronomical observations.

BT FEHVT: ATTT-A&f (Starlink 31f%) "3umg weRaT" §ATd € S @l 3awies aTfad Hdt 8|



India's Key Rockets Compatison | HRd & U e JerT:

Rocket / ITbe Full Name

Payload (LEO) Status

PSLV Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle ~3.8 tonnes Workhorse | §&
GSLV MKk-1I Geosynchronous SLV ~2.5t(GTO) Operational

LVM-3 Launch Vehicle Mark-3 ~81t (LEO) Heaviest Indian rocket
SSLV Small Satellite Launch Vehicle ~500 kg (LEO) New, low-cost

Key International Space Treaties | W 3{aRRTse 1T 3iafer Wferar:

Treaty Year Key Provision

Outer Space Treaty 1967  Space is common heritage; no WMDs

Rescue Agreement 1968 Return astronauts if they land in your territory

Liability Convention 1972  Countries liable for space object damage

Registration Convention 1976  Register all space objects with UN

Moon Agreement 1979 Moon's resources = common heritage (India/US not signatory)



Consider the following statements regarding India's space programme and ISSAR 2025:
HRd &b 31dRef Bk 3R ISSAR 2025 & dR # fAHfaf@d w2A iR fdar &2
1. In 2025, India launched 8 satellites and 4 rocket bodies were placed in orbit.
2. Ofthe 86 Indian satellites in orbit, 27 are operational and 23 are defunct.

3. The IRNSS-1D satellite was decommissioned and allowed to re-enter the atmosphere
immediately.

4. India carried out a total of 18 collision avoidance manoeuvres in 2025 across LEO and
geostationary orbit.

Which of the above statements are correct?
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Union Minister and veteran
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India withdraws
bid to host climate

summit in 2028

The government cites a review of its 2028 commitments, says report; the

country had last hosted the summit in 2002, when it was a low-key affair

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

bid to host the 33rd

edition of the Confe-
rence of Parties (COP 33) in
2028 ~ the annual United
Nations climate talks, ac-
cording to a report by Cli-
mate Home News (CHN) on
Wednesday.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had announced
India’s interest in hosting
the COP33 at the COP28 in
Dubai in 2023.

The Ministry for Envi-
ronment, Forests and Cli-
mate Change did not com-
ment on the report, but
The Hindu has indepen-
dently confirmed its verac-
ity.

According to the CHN
report, an April 2 letter by
Rajat Agrawal, Joint Secre-
tary in the Environment
Ministry, to the United Na-
tions Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) stated that India
was withdrawing its candi-
dacy following a “review of
its commitments for
2028".

In July 2025, the Envi-

l ndia has withdrawn its

ronment Ministry set up a
dedicated cell for the “pro-
fessional and logistical re-
quirements” for organising
the COP33. This followed a
joint declaration at the 17th
BRICS summit on July 7,
where the member coun-
tries “welcomed” India’s
candidacy.

The hosting of the COP
rotates among the UN’s five
regional groups, with India
belonging to the Asia Pacif-
ic group.

The COP30 was held in
Brazil. The edition this
year is to be jointly hosted
by Turkiye and Australia
and the 2027 summit
(COP32) is scheduled to be

. . s |
The COP30 was held in Brazil and the COP31 is to be jointly hosted
by Turkiye and Australia this year. a»

held in Ethiopia. With In-
dia withdrawing, South Ko-
rea is the only country that
has so far expressed inter-
est in hosting the COP33.
India has hosted the sum-
mit only once - in 2002
(COPS8) — when it was a re-
latively low-key affair.

On March 25, India an-
nounced its updated Na-
tionally Determined Con-
tributions (NDCs),
committing by 2035 to
source 60% of its installed
electricity capacity from
non-fossil sources, reduce
emissions intensity of GDP
by 47%, and increase its
carbon sink by 3.5-4 billion
tonnes of CO: equivalent.




India formally withdrew its bid to host COP33 (2028) — citing "review of its 2028
commitments" in an April 2 letter to UNFCCC.

URd 7 COP33 (2028) & AsTdTHT &l gTdarRt arad ot — UNFCCC &1 2 39 b U H "2028
Ufddgdr3il & HI&T" BROT gd1aT|

PM Modi had announced India's interest to host COP33 at COP28 in Dubai (2023).
PM HIEt ¥ COP28 gu% (2023) H§ COP33 ! HSTalTH1 &bl <87 STdTs 2|
South Korea is now the only country that has expressed interest in hosting COP33.

Zf&roT BIRAT 37 COP33 &Y ATdTt § Sfel T ITeiT THHTH 32l & |

India on March 25 announced updated NDCs (Nationally Determined
Contributions) — 60% electricity from non-fossil sources by 2035, 47% reduction in
GDP emissions intensity, 3.5-4 billion tonne carbon sink.

WRd A 25 "I &7 37erdd NDC 'S febv — 2035 a6 60% TR-sitaren fasial, 47% GDP 3c0sid
digdar &Hl, 3.5-4 3Rd ¢ Ble G|

India last hosted COP in 2002 (COP8) — New Delhi.
YRA 7 3TERT aR 2002 (COP8) H AsTaT! Y off — 78 fewl|



Player [ 9&f Role [ qfdT

India /| MOEFCC Withdrew COP33 bid / COP33 TdeR! a1y ot

PM NarendraModi  Had announced India's interest at COP28 | COP28 H 3fd SidTs it

Rajat Agrawal Joint Secretary who sent withdrawal letter / aTat U AT dTel Yo Hieid
UNFCCC Received India's withdrawal letter; governs COP process | COP UfesaT &7 HeTe
South Korea Only remaining country interested in hosting COP33 | T&HTH 1Y §e8b a2l
Brazil Hosted COP30 / COP30 ! ASTaTH! e

Tiirkiye & Australia  Jointly hosting COP31 (this year) /| COP31 Hgdx AuTdTH]

Ethiopia Hosting COP32 (2027) / COP32 HsidH!



D3.Immediate Issue | dTcbIfeids eI

e Why withdraw? Official reason vague — "review of 2028 commitments" could mean:
financial burden, domestic priorities, diplomatic recalibration, or pressure from
climate-vulnerable nations who want stronger host commitment.

o IUHI FII? TfHBTRP BRUT 3R — "2028 Ufdagdr3ii bl THI&T" T 31ef 81 AabdT &: fada drey,
TR HTITHedTY, eI feies GATOTAT|

e COP hosting cost: Hosting COP requires massive infrastructure, security, and
diplomatic resources — can cost $1 billion+ (as seen with COP28 in Dubai).

e COP ASTETHI dt @RTd: COP & foig MY gfAaTel <Ta, JRaf, Heifae TameT — $1 3Ra+ o
(COP28 gdg H &7 77 |

e Withdrawal comes just weeks after India updated its NDCs (March 25) — suggesting
domestic climate policy recalibration.

o ITUHI YR & 37181 NDC (25 ATel) & $8 KITE 9§16 — TRe] STadry Jifd GA0TAT &7 Habd |




History | sfdgra

e 1972 Stockholm Conference: First major UN environment conference; led to creation
of UNEP (UN Environment Programme).

o 1972 RIFEH IHA: UgdlT YHE UN UgTeR 01 G cl; UNEP bl RT9AT|

e 1992 Rio Earth Summit: UNFCCC established; principle of "Common But
Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR)" introduced.

o 1992 AT gedl f2eR: UNFCCC 1fud; "gqH eifds feifed 3avarfda (CBDR)" Rigid|

e 1997 Kyoto Protocol: First binding emission reduction treaty — only developed
nations had binding targets.

o 1997 T WIEIBId: Ugci! dTETBRI 3o BHI ATt — Ppad fdbfad 32 IR aTeddRI ded|

e 2015 Paris Agreement (COP21): All countries submit NDCs; limit warming to 1.5°C
above pre-industrial levels.

o 2015 9RTFwiar (COP21): §+t 22r NDC U¥Jd &v; dT9HH gfg 1.5°C deb HfAd |

e COPS8, 2002, New Delhi: India's only previous COP hosting — "low-key affair" under
Kyoto Protocol era.

e COP8,2002, 7% f&ewil: YRd Bl UHHT fUBe AsTeTT — aITe] Uil i H|



CorP

COP1

COP3

COP8

COP15

COP21

COP26

COP27

COP28

COP29

COP30

COP31

COP32

COP33

Year

1995

1997

2002

2009

2015

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

2027

2028

Location

Berlin

Kyoto

New Delhi
Copenhagen
Paris

Glasgow

Sharm el-Sheikh
Dubai

Baku

Brazil (Belém)
Tiirkiye & Australia (joint)
Ethiopia

South Korea (likely)

e UNFCCCHQ: Bonn, Germany
« IPCCHQ: Geneva, Switzerland

Key Outcome

First COP

Kyoto Protocol

Delhi Declaration (India's only host)

Failed — no binding deal

Paris Agreement

Phase-down of coal agreed

Loss & Damage Fund

First Global Stocktake; fossil fuel transition
Climate finance $300 bn/year by 2035

Amazon focus

India withdrew



India's Updated NDC (March 25, 2026) at a Glance / WRd & 371eldd NDC:

Target Previous NDC Updated NDC (2026)
Non-fossil electricity 50% by 2030 60% by 2035

Emission intensity of GDP 45% reduction 47% reduction by 2035
Carbon sink 2.5-3GtCO.eq 3.5-4 Gt CO, eq

Key Climate Finance Facts | STetdrg fa:

» Loss & Damage Fund: Established at COP27 (Sharm el-Sheikh, 2022) — compensates
climate-vulnerable nations for irreversible damage.

o JHUM 3R &ifd BIe: COP27 # w1fud — 3raRad-1 &ifd & foig STerarg-Haeaeiier <2if &1 g3rmast|
e Green Climate Fund (GCF): UNFCCC body providing climate finance to developing

nations; HQ — Songdo, South Korea.
o T TFATSHE %8 (GCF): UNFCCC &1 faa faTa; qsarerar — |iel, gfeor pifkar|

e CBDR-RC (Common But Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective
Capabilities): Developed nations historically emitted more - bear greater
responsibility for climate action and finance.

e CBDR-RC: faefd 22if 4 ¢fderfe ©u d 31fte 34 fbar - 37 STerarg erars 3R fad # a8t
ISk AR




Consider the following statements about India’'s climate commitments and COP: WRd &t
SToTaryg Afdagarsil 31k COP & aR # fA-fdfEd weq iR faar &
1. India hosted the Conference of Parties (COPS8) in New Delhi in 2002.

2. India's updated NDCs (2026) commit to sourcing 60% of installed electricity capacity
from non-fossil sources by 2035.

3. The COP rotates among four UN regional groups, with India belonging to the Asia-
Pacific group.

4. The Green Climate Fund, which provides climate finance to developing nations, is
headquartered in South Korea.

Which of the above statements are correct?
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MPC factors in ceasefire to
keep repo rate unchanged

Intensity and duration of West Asia conflict, damage to energy and other infra add risk to inflation

and growth outlooks, says panel, cuts growth forecast to 6.9%, hikes inflation projection to 4.5%

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

ours after Donald
Trump an-
nounced on social
media about the condition-
al temporary ceasefire in
West Asia, the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
unanimously voted to hold
the repo rate at 5.25%. It al-
so decided to continue
with the neutral stance.

Later, addressing a
press conference, Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) Gover-
nor Sanjay Malhotra said
that the ceasefire, to some
extent, has been taken into
account in the monetary
policy decision.

Low interest rates

Mr. Malhotra said despite
the impact of the war in
West Asia, there was a pos-
sibility of having low inter-

Rate pause

The Monetary Policy Committee unanimously decided to keep
the repo rate under the liquidity adjustment facility unchanged

65 @
6.5
6
55
Oct. 2024 June 2025 April 2026
estratesintheshorttome- fronted with a supply

dium term in India.

Stating that the West
Asia conflict would impede
growth, the MPC opined
that the intensity and the
duration of the conflict and
the resultant damage to
the energy and other in-
frastructure added risk to
the inflation and growth
outlooks.

The economy is con-

shock, it emphasised. Go-
ing forward, elevated ener-
gy and other commodity
prices, as also shocks to
availability of inputs due to
disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz, were likely to im-
pact growth in 2026-27, it
added.

Taking various factors
into consideration, the real
GDP growth forecast for

2026-27 has been reduced
by 70 bps to 6.9%.

And the CPI inflation for
2026-27 had been project-
ed a tad higher at 4.5%
from 4.4% earlier.

The RBI has factored in
crude price at $85 a barrel
in the inflation forecast for
this year and $75 for next
year. Stating that the global
economic conditions and
sentiment had soured after
the outbreak of the West
Asia conflict, the MPC said
these had adversely im-
pacted the growth-infla-
tion outlook.

The MPC noted that geo-
political uncertainties had
heightened significantly
and the upside risks to the
inflation outlook, driven by
increased energy price
pressures and probable
weather disturbances af-
fecting food prices, had in-
creased.




MPC unanimously voted to hold repo rate at 5.25% — factoring in the US-Iran
ceasefire and West Asia conflict risks.

MPC A Hdawfd 3 391 & 5.25% TR RER & — 3mRB1-83H Ggfarmd 31K ufeem i ded
SEH Bl & | 34T |

GDP growth forecast for 2026-27 cut by 70 basis points to 6.9% from earlier
projections.

2026-27 % feig GDP gfg qaiqa 70 TR 37 T 6.9 % far |
CPI inflation projection raised to 4.5% for 2026-27 (from 4.4% earlier).

2026-27 & feig CPI §gREbIfd 31AH 4.5% (T8t 4.4% A ITT) |

RBI factored in crude oil at $85/barrel for 2025-26 inflation forecast and $75/barrel for
2026-27.

RBI A 2025-26 HaEhifd 31HT H $85/dRe 31R 2026-27 & {7 $75/aRe e dct HHT

Strait of Hormuz disruptions cited as key risk to India's growth and inflation outlook.

BIHST TS HBALY HTHH Pl HRA P fdb 37 Jarbifd uRged & feig & SiifEm adr|



RBI's MPC is a 6-member committee that meets every 2 months to decide India's repo
rate — the interest rate at which RBI lends money to commercial banks.

RBI & MPC U 6-HeRIg Ifffd & 5 &% 2 HEH A [T &R a9 & & foig fAedt 8 — g o w
RBI a1fuifSties depl el 3UR SaT 2l

When repo rate is low - banks borrow cheaply - they lend cheaply to public - people
spend more - economy grows but inflation may rise.

T e BH B TR > d6 & B IUR Td & > TAaT BT & F0T - AN 316 @< d3d & - vefeawan
el 8 Y HaRhITd ¥ Habd 2 |

MPC kept rate unchanged at 5.25% because: (a) West Asia conflict creates inflation
risk through rising oil prices; (b) Hormuz disruption threatens supply chains and
growth.

MPC A a3 5.25% W 3qfafda &t aifd: (a) ufeam vferar de o Hred gere garebifa sifam;
(b) BT erayT & 3qfd e 3R fdery BT @

India's economy faces a supply shock — not enough goods due to disrupted trade
routes — which simultaneously raises prices (inflation) and slows growth.

VIR B 37eferaweiT Y e o1 QAT BT & — HATIR AT H FauT & aeg 3] $1 FH — A1 g
12 HrAd Ferd 31 faewsr ey wvdt 81

MPC maintained "neutral stance" — meaning it is neither clearly cutting rates nor
raising them — watching the situation carefully.

MPC 7 "qex $E" gATT IET — 7 &3 B B, 7 g6 BT T Hobd — F2fd W TIsR|



Rate | & Current Value | ad9 Purpose | 3829

e
Repo Rate 5.25% RBI lends to banks /| RBI &1 %] 3UR
SDF (Standing Deposit 5.00% (typically repo- Banks park excess funds with RBI / d& ifedy
Facility) 25bps) RBI# &
MSF (Marginal Standing 5.50% (typically Emergency borrowing by banks / §&1 &1
Facility) repo+25bps) HYTABTH A IUR
CRR (Cash Reserve Ratio) ~4% % deposits banks must keep with RBI as cash /

T2 FRfar

SLR (Statutory Liquidity ~18% % deposits banks must Keep in govt securities
Ratio) | denfies averar

Types of Monetary Policy Stances | Aifga Hifd &&:

Stance Meaning
Accommodative Bias toward cutting rates — to boost growth / & @2Idl P! 3R gJeera
Neutral Neither cut nor hike — watch and wait / 7 9T 7 g1

Withdrawal of Accommodation Moving away from easy money | 3T HgI | 241

Hawkish Bias toward raising rates — to fight inflation / 2% gfg &\ 3iR g&ra



=/




Aspect

Launch

Company

Objective

Superintelligence Goal

Part of Strategy

Model Type

Capabilities

Comparison

Integration

Details (English)

Meta Platforms launched Muse Spark
Al model on April 9, 2026.

Developed by Meta Platforms (parent
of Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp).

Strengthen Meta’s position in the
global Al race and move towards
superintelligence.

Focus on Al systems that can surpass
human-level reasoning.

First product under Meta's dedicated
superintelligence Al team.

Lightweight but powerful Al model
optimized for speed and efficiency.

Can handle complex reasoning tasks in
science, maths, and healthcare.

Smaller in size than many models but
still highly capable.

Will be integrated across Meta
platforms like Facebook, Instagram,
WhatsApp.

faazor (Hindi)

HeT TewiRe 4 9 3ol 2026 BT Muse Spark
Al Higw wi-a faar)

§38 Meta Platforms 3 fa&s i fasar (Bages,
R, TeHeY B Het HUHl) |

dfeass Al ufdwaef & ver & fR&fa warga B
3 guzgfaista & fEen A am @@

o Al fiwen fasfdd A1 3 /g TR &Y
gfgaar @ 3m s 8|

Her &l faehy gugefasty Al €W &1 uga
IATE|

EohT difbA rfaaenst Al Wigd, fd 3R gardr
& fq sqpfdal

fasim, nfoia 3i Taren A a3 ¥ sifea
TR BT B B TBAT 2

HTER | Bl AfdA amdr 7 3cafeas Jam|

FBHGH, TR IR AT 3 WehH W
wdbigea fasa smemm)



) UAE Launches World’s First 10G U6GHz
Internet Network



Aspect

Country

Announcement

Regulator

Achievement

Technology

Frequency Range

Spectrum Type

Details (English)

United Arab Emirates launched the

world'’s first commercial U6GHz network.

Announced at SAMENA Council Leaders’
Summit 2026.

Led by Telecommunications and Digital
Government Regulatory Authority
(TDRA).

UAE becomes the first “10 giga nation”.

Uses upper 6GHz (U6GHz) spectrum.

Operates between 6425-7125 MHz.

Known as “golden spectrum” due to high

capacity and coverage.

faazor (Hindi)

BHRIA UBGHZ Acad dli fabarl

SAMENA B13fad ditsd’ affde 2026 A g0 &Y
TS|

SelpRIAB A 3R f3faiea ma-ine Jqaest
3eiREt (TDRA) gRT Jatfeid|

UAE “10 T Irsg” 97 aTedT YT e2f g7

IE IR 6GHz (UBGHZ) TWagH T 3UANT BRdl
gl

6425-7125 MHz & &g BRf BT £

gl ST 2



+# Speed & Features

Feature

Download Speed
Upload Speed
Latency
Capacity

Coverage

Explanation (English)

Up to 10 Gbps download speed.

Around 1 Gbps upload speed.

Very low latency for real-time applications.

Handles high traffic without congestion.

Wider coverage compared to lower bands.

\” Applications & Use Cases

Sector

Artificial Intelligence

Cloud Computing

Smart Cities

loT Devices

Streaming & Gaming

Use (English)

Supports Al-driven applications and

automation.

Enables faster data transfer and cloud
services.

Backbone for smart infrastructure.

Supports large-scale loT connectivity.

Ultra-HD streaming and real-time
gaming.

@& (Hindi)

10 Gbps T 338 Wis|

THT 1 Gbps TS TS|
feaei-ergn ef@dsed & fag & @ddh
Wit ¢ @ a1 Saae TTerar &1

&H &2 B! gor1 | At sas

I (Hindi)

Al 3menfia ef@ds e 3tz sifeeq & waié
Graifd

st 21 giaw 3R awEs A Al

w1é {82t & faQ anenayd s
3 TR W loT HAfaefact|

Ieer-HD Fifam 3k frae-ergw Afdm



Word of the day

Furtive:
marked by quiet, caution and secrecy

Synonyms: sneaky, stealthy, surreptitious

Usa g€ Heslipped a furtive look at the
document on the table.

Pronunciation: https://newsth.live/
mh5BOX/furtive

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [f3:t1v/

.

Word of the day

Gobbledygook:

Complicated language that is difficult to
understand

Syn ONYIMS: jargon, nonsense, gibberish

Usa g€ The report was full of technical
gobbledygook.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/gobbledygook

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /gobaldigu:k/

.
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