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“You will never change your life
until you change something you
do daily.

The secret of your success is
found in your daily routine.

- John C. Maxwell -
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SC seeks issues to
consider for review
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\Israeli
air strikes
kill 92 in

Gaza

Strip

THRISSUR POCRAM

42 injured after jumbo
runs amok in Kerala
NEWS » PAGE 3
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ENO OF AN ERA
Skipper Rohit decides
to retire from Tests
SPORT » PAGE 16

INSIDE

aruR

aftermath of the Operation
Sindoor and the border areas in
the State were put oo

alert. Schoots in border districts
were closed 35 3 precautionary
messure. » PAGE 2

Pak. authorises
armed forces
to take “action’

NEW DELI

21 airports in
India closed
until May 10

NEW DELI
At least 21 AIrports across.
India, primanty in northem
rarth =, have
been closed unti May 10,
fokawing a govemment
directive amid strikes near the
border with Pakistan. x» PAGE 6

Indian forces hit Pakistan terror bases

24 precision strikes hit infrastructure across nine
sites used to train terrorists in Pakistan and PoK

n a swift and decisive
military action under
Operation  Sindoor

gainst terrorist infrastruc-
ture in Pakistan and Pal

Kashmir

(POK).

force

sion strikes on nine diffe-
rent targets within a span
of just 25 minutes in the
early hours of Wednesday

Defence Minister Ral

o respond
to an attack on ks sof, re-
ferzing to the Pahalgam at-
tack. and

the highest state of alert in

anticipation of any coun-

ter-response from
ist

“India has demonstrat-
ed considerable restraint
In i= response. However,

ndian armed forces are

o Pakistani misadventure
if any, to escalate the sinu;
tion.” Wing Commander

reign Secretary
Misri

“ y action”

Air defence network on ‘highest state’ of alertin

of -r

from

Strategic

“The Indian armed forces
scripted history Last night...
'lhnmgh Operation Sindoor

used its rizht 1o re-

,\p‘ pond et setacl ou

RAJNATH SINGH.
Defersce Minister

targets

Farpesed =
Seices e o
Toss the border
distances rang g from

soil

errorions, with the s OF Lreoling
morale. sy Defence Minkstor

6 km to 100 km  #&

Action limited ooty o the <

& PAKISTAN

acver
crructure used for traning

“Precision capabiity’ strik
Dertwesn 1.05 8,m. a0 1.30 a.

onducted

on Wednesday

i PO ard 4 3cross the
Inernational Border

Border Roads C

(BRO).
He asserted that as per

The strikes were con-
ducted between 1.05 a.m.
and 1.30 a.m. on Wednes-

hic!

Ministry shortly after that

in a statement. ~No Pakis-
tani milic es have
been targeted. India has

Mz Misei said India exer-
cised its right to act on ter-
ror targets, stressing that
the actions were ~mea-
sured, non-escalatory, pro-
portionate, and
responafiler

on was carrie:
out \\.ly thoughtfully and

ed manner. It
was limited only
camps and other infras-
tructure used for traiing
terrorists, with the alm of
breaking their morale,” the
Defence  Minister  said
while addressing the 66th
Raising Day event of the

ble restraint in selection of
mer of exe-
cution,” the Ministry said,

Juredin e issite strtiote.

Of the 21 camps identi-
fied in Pakistan and PoK
belonging to the terror
groups  Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen, Lashkar-e-Talba, and

b nine
mrere thspeted, locmad s
distances ranging fi

T 106 ten Erom the
border.
targets in PoK are
the Sawai Nala camp and
Syedna Belal camp in Mu-
zaffarabad, Gulpur camp
and Abbas camp in Kotli,
the p in
Bhimber. The targets in Pa-
tan are the Mehmoona
Joya camp and Sarjal camp
in Sialkot, Markaz Taiba In
Muridke. and Markaz Sub-
n Bahawalpur.

In remarks at the brief-
ing, Mr. Misri noted that
following the Pahalgam
terror attack on Aprl 22,
the Government of India

ing passed since the at-
tacks,
demonstrable step from

Pakistan to take acton

the terrorist infras-
tructure on its territory or
on territory under its con-
trol. Instead, all it has in-

dia were nmpendmg There

was done with due dii-

“Clinical efficiency”
The strikes on the terror
camps_were undertaken
through “precision capa-
bility~, using niche tech-
nology wespons witts

was thus
both to d deter and tw pre-
empt;” he said.

mMr. Mml said India “ex-

ter~ more such cross-bor-
der attacks.

The selection of targets
for Operation Sindoor was
based on credible intelli
gence inputs
These faciities in perpen'al-
ing terror Wing

ful

that ensured no collaseral
2 Comman-

Singh stated. “~The

buildings. All the targets
were neutralised with clin-
ical efficiency and the re-
sults reiterate the profes-
sional; of the Indian

ism
armed forces in planning
and of

Commander

opera
were so selected to avoid
damage to civilian inszalla-
tions and loss of civilian

To this, Colonel Sofiya

opera-
tions,” she said.

Defence sour:zs said
the majority of the targets
were hit by the and
the rest by the Indian Air

the border, the likely op-

00
the SCALP long-range mis-
sile and HAMMER air-to-

weapon
The Army. sources said,
g

‘Targets dmruyed without harming any civilian
as per plan, says Defence Minister

SRINAGARJAMMU
One soldier and ot least 12
crdlians, three women and
three children among them,
were kiied and 51 injured a3
the Pakistan Ammy resorted to
heavy mortar shelling and

border areas were grip

Ghati, Gulpur, Kerni, and
Poonch town, and left 42
injured. Indian Ay ssid @t
responding in a “proportionate
manner » PAGE S

the Balakot air sirikes by
Alr

e arir lralmng
camp in February 2019 af-
ter the Pulwama terror
attack.

na

used
nitions and loitering muni-
tons. The Army has the Ex-
calibur _precision-guided
rounds that can be fired
from 155mm artillery guns

Narendra Modi, had reiter-

the air strikes, the Direc-
tor-General of Inter-Servic-
sal

It will not go unanswered.

enduring grief.” it stated_
Last week Mr. Modi had

an t the p
behind the attack would
not be spared.

These are the third such
punitive strikes against ter-
ror Infrastructure In Pa
tan and PoK in the past de-
cade following the surgical
strikes by the Indian Arm;

in September 2016 after
the Uri terror attack and

given

al freedom™ to the forces to

decide on the mode, tar-

gees, and timing of the In-
ian response.

With inputs from PTD
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Ukraine drones hit Moscow as world
leaders arrive for Red Square parade

MOSCOW

Attacks by Ukrainian long-
range drones caused flight
disruption

authorities said. as

Russia prepared to receive

the Chinese President and

other foreign leaders for

the annual Victory Day mil-
sq

Ru: carrier Ae-
rofloe cancel e than
100 flights t d from
Moscow, while more than
140 Rights were delayed as
planes  were repeatedly
grounded, data
show

Special day: Venczuelan President Nicolas Maduro meets Russian

capital, Moscow Mayor
1 Soby: sald
Though Ukraimian

rations for the SOth anni-

President Visdimir Putin at the Kremlin on Wednesday. AP

versary
Moscow

celebrations  in
marking victory

ecur: xpected to
be tight at I-ﬂday's center-
plece parade. Foreign dig-
nitaries, including Chinese

President Xi Jinping and
Brazilian President Lz In-

w  ar
Wednesday.
72- hour ceasefire

Russia plans a unilateral
72-hour ceasefire to coin-
cide with the celebrations
in Moscow. U Pre-

VATICAN CITY

‘With all the

ay began centuries-
i rituals to elect a succes-
sor to Pope Francis,

sident Volodymyr Zelen-
that

a
Mass before opening the

skyy sald
his country can not pro-
assurances

Hi
hilib
‘2

Carlons and Iater amempt

to blame Ukraine, he said.
Russian public holidays

in early May, including the

days around Victory Day. is

a popular time for many

Russians to go on vacation.

most y -
verse conclave in the faith’s
2,000-year history.

The dean of the of
Cardinals, Cardinal Gio-
vanni Battista Re, pi

over the service, the
voters to set aside all per-

sonal inleres(s and nnd a
ho prizes unic
From the altar of St. Pe-

Cardinats attend the Holy Mass presided aver by
Cardinst Giavanni Battists Re in the Vatican on Wednesdsy. REUTERS

ter's Basilica, Mr.
prayed that the Cardinals

ing orders before they en-
ter the Sistine Chapel later
on Wed the

secret voting.
Hailing from 70 coun-

s around the Vati-
can jammed 1o prevent all

Senior cardinal urges conclave voters
to select a Pope who will seek unity

communications until they

find a new leader for the

1.4 billion-member church.
Francis named 108 of

His decision to surpass
the usual limit of 120 cardi-
nal electors and include

mystery

Many cardinals hadn't

met one another until last
week and lamented they

needed more time to get to
know each another.




Wing Commander Vyomika Singh and Colonel Sofiya
Qureshi addressing the media on Operation Sindoor. ANI

First attack in
Pak’s Punjab
since 1971

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Four of the nine strikes carried out under
Operation Sindoor were on Pakistan’s territory,
including its heartland, Punjab — marking the
first time India has carried out a strike there
since the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War, 54
years ago.

The targets chosen are connected to a series of
terror attacks in India over the years. They are
the 26/11 Mumbai attacks, the Pathankot attack,
the Uri terror attacks, and the Pahalgam attack
on April 22, among others.

————_—— ——7 ——————g - —————-

The government deployed two women officers
to brief the media, and the world, on the
operation — Colonel Sofiya Qureshi from the
Army and Wing Commander Vyomika Singh
from the Indian Air Force (IAF) — after the initial
statement by Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri.

Colonel Qureshi is an officer from the Corps of
Signals, commanding a Unit. She was selected for
the role of Military Observer
in the Democratic Republic ;
of Congo in 2006. In March Real-time
2016, she became the first footage from
and only woman officer to unmanned
lead an Army contingentata aerial vehicles

multinational military confirmed the
exercise, Force 18, hosted by destruction

India for interoperability in
sustaining peace among the of targets
ASEAN nations.

Wing Commander Singh is a helicopter pilot
flying Cheetah and Chetak, with over 2,500
hours flying hours to her credit. She is currently
posted at the Directorate of Operations (Media &
Public Relations) at the IAF headquarters in the
national capital.




Ukraine drones hit Moscow as world
leaders arrive for Red Square parade

Associated Press
MOSCOW

Attacks by Ukrainian long-
range drones caused flight
disruption at Moscow’s
main airports for a third
straight day on Wednes-
day, authorities said, as
Russia prepared to receive
the Chinese President and
other foreign leaders for
the annual Victory Day mil-
itary parade in Red Square.

Russian flag carrier Ae-
roflot cancelled more than
100 flights to and from
Moscow, while more than
140 flights were delayed as
planes were repeatedly
grounded, flight data
showed.

Russian air defences re-
pelled an attack by nine
drones close to the Russian

~\

Special day: Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro meets Russian
President Vladimir Putin at the Kremlin on Wednesday. AFP

capital, Moscow Mayor
Sergei Sobyanin said.
Though Ukrainian
drones have targeted Mos-
cow in the past, the sus-
tained attacks appeared
designed to disrupt prepa-
rations for the 80th anni-
.

versary celebrations in
Moscow marking victory
over Nazi Germany in the
Second World War.
Security is expected to
be tight at Friday’s center-
piece parade. Foreign dig-
nitaries, including Chinese

President Xi Jinping and
Brazilian President Luiz In-
acio Lula da Silva, were
due to arrive on
Wednesday.

72- hour ceasefire
Russia plans a unilateral
72-hour ceasefire to coin-
cide with the celebrations
in Moscow. Ukrainian Pre-
sident Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said last weekend that
his country can not pro-
vide security assurances to
foreign officials planning to
visit the Moscow events.
Russia could stage provo-
cations and later attempt
to blame Ukraine, he said.
Russian public holidays
in early May, including the
days around Victory Day, is
a popular time for many
Russians to go on vacation.



1. Drone Attacks Disrupt Moscow:

» Ukrainian long-range drones caused flight disruptions at Moscow's main airports for three

consecutive days.

» Russian flagship carrier Aeroflot cancelled over 100 flights, while more than 140 flights were

delayed due to repeated grounding.

» Russian air defenses repelled an attack by nine drones near Moscow.

2. Context of the Attack:

» The drone strikes occurred as Russia prepared to host the Victory Day military parade at Red

Square.

» This parade marks the anniversary of the Soviet victory over Nazi Germany in World War Il.

 The attacks appear to be aimed at disrupting the 80th-anniversary celebrations.



3. International Presence:

« Chinese President Xi Jinping and Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva were scheduled to

arrive for the parade.

« Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin indicated that security would be extremely tight for the event.

4. Ceasefire Proposal:
e Russia announced a unilateral 72-hour ceasefire to coincide with the celebrations.

 However, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy expressed concerns, stating that Ukraine

could not guarantee the safety of foreign officials visiting Moscow.

» Zelenskyy warned that Russia might use provocations and blame Ukraine later.



A. T Historical Context:
e Victory Day in Russia:
e Celebrates the Soviet victory over Nazi Germany on May 9th.
» Seen as a symbol of national pride and military strength.
* Russia-Ukraine Conflict:
e Part of the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war, which escalated in February 2022.

 Drone attacks on Moscow indicate Ukraine's evolving military tactics.



B. 3¢ Geopolitical Implications:

* International Attention:

e Presence of Xi Jinping and Lula da Silva highlights the global focus on the conflict.
e Security Concerns:

e Tightened measures could reflect Moscow’s vulnerability despite being a major global power.
« Narrative Warfare:

o Zelenskyy's warning about provocations indicates caution over Russian narratives framing

Ukraine as the aggressor.
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Qatar; Spain, Japan
call for de-escalation,
push for dialogue

NEW DELHI

Global powers on Wednes-
day called for the de-esca-

ter Sheikh Mol
bdulrahman bin Jas:

Al-Thani called Exzernal Af-

fairs Minister S. Jaishankar

al and international efforts
aimed at resolving out-
issues

for India’s
ht to self-defence”

terrorism

cy and restraint must pre-
vail,” he said.

ista
Bets, with the Israchi Am-
bassador Reuven Azar say-
ing. “lsrael supports
india’s right for self de-
fense. Terrorists should
know there’s no place to
hide from their heinous
crimes against the

innocent.”

The Taliban administra-
ton of Afghanistan in a
statement said “further es-
calation” was not ~in the
ferest of the reglon>
“The Emirate of AF-
l!s be-

the two countries through
dialogue and peaceful
means.”

Like Qatar, Spain also
has reached out to both In-
dia and Pakistan and called
for resolution of the crisis.
Foreign Minister José Ma-
nuel Albares called

Pakistan_ Peace, diploma-

Lief that security and stabil-
ity serve the collective
lnterests of all countries in
the region,’ the
Taliban.

Mr. also held

India briefs envoys of 13
Securlty Council members

Ve sdcl;n!sofmﬂn.lrvun.kr:;!ol.hern.\s

envoy
not Inviced to the briefing
held at South Block hours
after India's action, but in-

nol present at the meeting
oes not have an en:

oy
In Nev- York, the Indian
Permanent Miss| is
reaching out to the UNSC
sovernment

ul'.-l 2

ign Secretary Vikram Mises says India will respond to any
itary escatation by Pakistan after Operation Sindoor. FLE PHOTO

dia would respond to any
military escalation by Pa-
this point, he

added.
Accor to sources,
I.be rorelgl Secretary was
number of ques-
Sons abodt the Dperm
in the early hours of Wed-

with Japanese For

urged restraint. Mr. Iwaya
expressed “deep concern”
that these events “could
lead to a full-scale military
conflict™.

non latory™. and
aimed at deterring and
Tere-eempiciog noes siscks
ng planned against in-
ang He said that by ~shield-
ing” The nce Front
(TRF), by insisting on its
omission from the UNSC
resolution  released
week, Pakistan had itself
escalated the situation. in-

response,
Indias objectives e target-
ing nine sites had been

I particular, when
asked by U.K. High Com-

missioner Lindy Cameron

about whether Indians had

targeted civilians in mos-
e damage:

n-permanen:
member for 2025-26, that
has permanent member
China's support, from
holding any meetings or is-
suing statements that hurt

dering among menm-

es.

Earlier, briefing the me-
dia at Delhi’s National Me-
dia Centre, Mr. Misti had
recounted in detail how In-

draft on the Pahalgam

tack
watered down, and insist-
A5 ik i ER A
the TRF, and changed a
Sencence chat astked mem-
bers to cooperate with the
¢ of India” to

ton into

in Jammu and
~Pakistan's pressure to
remove references to TRF

notable in this regard.” Mr.
Misri said.

Shah asks border
States to stock up
on essential goods

Vijaiea
NEW DELHI

As the scheduled drills

Operation Sindoor by the
indian armed forces con-
cluded, Union Home
nister Amit Shah asked the
Chief Ministers of the
States bordering Pakistan
Nepal to stock essen-
tal items, and ensure the
availability of ser-
vices In accordance with
the guidelines of the drill.
Mr. Shah asked the
States o sop the spread of
necessary fear among
the pubuc "and take steps
to increase awareness
ayu'wl rumour: ess
statement by Union Home
Enistry sai

sirens bhled and sec-
tions of cities went dark as
hostile ck

At the meeting attended
by the Lieutenant-Gover-
nors of Jammu &
and Ladakh: the Chief Mi-
nisters of Uttar Pradesh,

Uttarakhand, Punjab, Ra-
jasthan, Gujarat, and West
Bengal: and a representa-
tive from the Sikkim go-
vernment via video confe-
rencing. Mr. Shah said
Operation Sindoor was “a
befirting reply from Bharac
to those who dare to chal-
lenge tndias borders, mill-
. and citizen:
Home Minister in-

for the smooth oper-
ation of essential services,
and

were simulated by volun-
teers, the police, and oth-
ers on the directions of the
Home Ministry 1o check ci-
vil defence preparedness.

Leave cancelled
A d.w after the operation

rmed forces, a
hedghtened w
(CAPF) personnel were re-

called from leave, a go-
vernment official said

Fire Services, and uninter-
rupted supply of essential

He asked them to keep

th any situa-
Hon. Ar. Shah said that ef-
forts should be to en-
sure public participation
through citizen and non-
governmental  organisa-
dons.

U.P.onred
alert, police to
secure vital
installations
The Hindu Bureau
breraa—

1n the aftermath of

nister Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday in: the
Director General of Police
(DGP) to take all necessary
steps to ensure the safety
of citizens and the protec-

trict control rooms are also
on alert.

Congress lauds ‘bold steps’ to target
terrorism, sends message of unity

NEW DELEI

on Wednes-
dz) onged the . Tndia

armed forces and the Na.
rendra Modi

he Indian

” We are prowd
armed forces. who have:
1

en a befitting reply
and declsive action aaire
rerror camprs of Pakistn
and PoK undgv(\pnrnum
Sindoc
mu.nu\llun maRGE
Comgres pees

king bold
he

(PoK) under Operation Sin-
oor to avenge the Pahal-
gam verror : artack.

president
o Klgm; who P

sided over a meeting of the
Congress Working. Com.
mittee (CWC), said India
had given a befitting reply
to Pakistan.

“We had called 3 meet-
ing of the Working Com-
mirtee to discuss the inch

the government

befitting re)
aiing bold and decisive

action against the terror

said  after the

darity
The Congress chief assert-

solidarity with the armed
forces and the government
on the issue of taking deci-

stve action against cross-

its
support to the armed fore-

es.

“Our full support to our
forces, best wishes to
them, much love to thzrn
(_omple!e supp

s party And (he

(_ongrm Working
mittee,” Mr. Gans d.hlsa.id.

Mr. Kharge. who Is also
the LoP in the Rajya Sabha,

and Mr. Gandhi will be at-
tending the all-party meet-
ing convened by the go-
vernment o
Sources luld The lllndu
though

&y programmes, lndudlng
‘Samvidhan

Rollien . in soudxnty with

the armed forces. Several

senior leaders, including
i

Govt. calls all-party
meet today; Cabinet
lauds miilitary strikes

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Hours after

nounced that the govern-

ment would hold an

all-party meeting at 11 a.m_
on

oor. Prime Minker Na—
rendra Modi met Presiden:
Droupadi _ Murmu
chaired a Cabinet meeting
to brief his colleagues on

fect:

carried out by the

forces. During the meet-

ing. his Cabinet colleagues

expressed confidence in

the armed forces and the
ship

Kiren Rijju an-

e meeting.
Speaking to pressper-
sons, Congress general se-
Cretary (communications)
Jair. esh  sai

NIA appeals
for info on
Pahalgam
terror attack

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

The National investigarion
Agency (NLA) on
day appealed to g
rists, visttors and local peo-
ple to share information,
photographs or videos re-
faced to the April 22 Pahal-

gam terror attack
killed 26 tourists.

“The N1A has already ta-
ken possession of a sizea-

or 01124368800, providing
personal detalls and infor-
Thation to help the probe

U.K. urges India and Pakistan to
show restraint, engage in dialogue

—

Daved Lamay

slons “a serlous concern™.
The UK. has a unique
role in the origins of the
conflict India and
Pakistan, given that it was
the former calonial power
India and

back the party’s former po-

sitions on Kashmir, for
instan,

ce.

“The UK. has close and

unique relationships with

- Mr. Lam-

that Bri-

r in its con-

Gemnation of the horrific

terrorist atack in Pahal-
gam last month.~

“We need all sides to

from a land controlled by
another country. India is
justified in striking terro-
rist infrastructure,” he sasd
on X.

Just hours before the at-

tack, Prime Minister Na-

Two countrie:
2 trade deal, after three
years of ne ns.

On . UK. Se-
cretary of State for Trade
Jonathan Reynol
BBC that the

Opposition praises armed forces
for carrying out Operation Sindoor

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

political leaders across the

INDIA neutralised
srror infrastructure

without crossing the: e o

o
united in <

ommending the
ndian armed forces for
missile strikes on nine ter-

ror targers in P: n an.

g

is the strength of INDIA

resolve. vet honourable

Amlsllzx BANERJEE
Trinurmaon Corgres seader

lives. This
firmin

mir under

sindoor.
Leader of the Opposi-
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India briefs envoys of 13
Security Council members

Foreign Secretary conveys details of military strikes to them as part of a larger strategy to counter

Pakistan at the UNSC 1267 terror listing and FATF; Misri denies that India has escalated tensions

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

tan were not an esca-

lation, but a “res-
ponse” to the Pahalgam
terror attack, Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri told
envoys of 13 of 15 countries
in the United Nations Se-
curity Council.

Pakistan’s envoy was
not invited to the briefing
held at South Block hours
after India’s action, but in-
cluded China’s envoy Xu
Feihong. Sierra Leone was
not present at the meeting
as it does not have an en-
voy here.

In New York, the Indian
Permanent Mission is
reaching out to the UNSC
members, government
sources said.

During the meeting, Mr.
Misri reiterated that India’s
response to the “barbaric”
Pahalgam terror attack in
which 26 were killed were
“targeted, measured and
non-escalatory”, and
aimed at deterring and
pre-empting more attacks
being planned against In-
dia. He said that by “shield-
ing” The Resistance Front
(TRF), by insisting on its
omission from the UNSC
resolution released last
week, Pakistan had itself
escalated the situation. In-

l ndia’s strikes on Pakis-

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri says India will respond to any

military escalation by Pakistan after Operation Sindoor. FILE PHOTO

dia would respond to any
military escalation by Pa-
kistan at this point, he
added.

According to sources,
the Foreign Secretary was
asked a number of ques-
tions about the operations
in the early hours of Wed-
nesday, from the envoys of
countries such as China,
France, Russia, the UK.,
and the U.S. and non-per-
manent members Algeria,
Denmark, Greece, Guyana,
Panama, South Korea, Slo-
venia and Somalia.

He denied suggestions
that India had “escalated
tensions” as the strikes
were a response, and said
India’s objectives of target-
ing nine sites had been
met.

In particular, when
asked by U.K. High Com-

missioner Lindy Cameron
about whether Indians had
targeted civilians in mos-
ques that were damaged,
Indian officials said that
the targets were terror
camps that were inside
larger complexes.

According to diplomatic
sources, Mr. Misri was also
asked about damage to In-
dian military and civilian
infrastructure, to which he
replied that it was “too ear-
ly to tell”.

The special briefing is
believed to be a part of a
larger strategy to reach out
at the UN’s top body, to
thwart moves by Pakistan,
a non-permanent elected
member for 2025-26, that
has permanent member
China’s support, from
holding any meetings or is-
suing statements that hurt

India’s interests, and to
hold the TRF and other
groups in Pakistan to ac-
count on UN forums, in-
cluding the 1267 commit-
tee for terrorist
designation, and the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force
(FATF) that looks into ter-
ror-financing and money
laundering among mem-
ber States.

Earlier, briefing the me-
dia at Delhi’s National Me-
dia Centre, Mr. Misri had
recounted in detail how In-
dia had raised the issue of
Pakistan’s support to the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the
TREF, its front outfit, at va-
rious UN-linked forums.

As The Hindu had re-
ported, Pakistan, with sup-
port from China, had en-
sured the UNSC statement
draft on the Pahalgam at-
tack issued on April 25 was
watered down, and insist-
ed on omitting reference to
the TRF, and changed a
sentence that asked mem-
bers to cooperate with the
“Government of India” to
“all relevant authorities”
for the investigation into
the attack in Jammu and
Kashmir.

“Pakistan’s pressure to
remove references to TRF
in the April 25 UN Security
Council Press Statement is
notable in this regard,” Mr.
Misri said.




1. India's Stand on Strikes:

» India clarified that the strikes on Pakistan were not an escalation but a response to the Pahalgam

terror attack.

» Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri briefed 13 out of 15 UNSC members (excluding China and Sierra

Leone) regarding the situation.

2. Context and Explanation:
e The strikes were in response to the Pahalgam terror attack, which killed 26 people.
* India's action aimed to be measured and non-escalatory, targeting military sites specifically.

* The objective was to deter future attacks and preempt threats from Pakistani militant groups.



3. Briefing and Diplomatic Measures:
» Misri conveyed the strikes as a response to terrorism, not an act of aggression.

» India stressed the importance of shielding the Resistance Front (TRF) from UNSC sanctions, as

Pakistan had attempted to downplay the TRF's role.

» India highlighted Pakistan's attempts to water down the draft resolution at the UNSC, which would

have linked TRF to terrorism.

4. International Reactions:

e Countries briefed included France, Russia, the U.K., the U.S., and non-permanent members

Algeria, Denmark, Greece, Guyana, Panama, South Korea, Slovenia, and Somalia.

 The U.K. High Commissioner inquired specifically about targeted civilian infrastructure.
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SCALP
MISSILE WARRIORS OF

SCALP

Also known as

Storm Shadow HEIGHT: 480 mm

WIDTH: 630 mm

WINGSPAN:3 m

OPERATIONAL RANGE
550 km

MAXIMUM SPEED
Mach 0.95 (323 m/s)

MASS: 1,300 k
Guidance system: GPS, INS, —
IIR & TERPROM WARHEAD WEIGHT:

3 450 kg
Transport: Mirage 2000, Rafale,

Su-24, Tornado, Typhoon, Gripen LENGTH:5.1 m




 Air Force
~ Rafale: Omni-role 4.5-gen ﬂghters ‘

‘Scalp’ air-to-ground cruise missiles

~ Also known as the Storm Shadow,
this missile is armed with a penetrating

warhead capable of destroying hardened
and buried targets from long range

‘Hammer’ air-to-ground
precision-guided munitions

RANGE:

20-70km "E
|

60km

Army

Kamikaze drones, like SkyStriker Excalibur precision-guided extended-
These fully autonomous loitering range artillery shells: These use GPS
munitions can locate, acquire and inertial guidance to achieve high
and strike operator-designated accuracy and engage targets

targets with a warhead PANGE:



SCALP Cruise Missile Deployment and Usage




Operation Riddle (1965 Operation Cactus Lily (1971 Operation Bandar (2019

Operation Meghdoot

Indo-Pak War) Indo-Pak War): Balakot air strikes):
1965 1971 1999
1965 | 1971 | 1984 | 2019
Operation Ablaze (1965 Operations Trident and Operation Vijay, Safed

Indo-Pak War): Python Sagar



Northeast’s First
Geothermal Production
in Arunachal Pradesh



About the project

The Dirang area is a medium-to-high enthalpy geothermal
zone (~115°C), with geological features supporting efficient
and low-impact drilling.

The project involves CESHS, Norwegian Geotechnical
Institute (NGI), Icelandic firm Geotropy ehf, and Guwahati
Boring Service (GBS).

It is supported by the Arunachal Pradesh
government and India’s Ministry of Earth Sciences.

This marks a major step toward clean, eco-friendly energy
solutions in the high-altitude region




What is Geothermal energy?

 Geothermal energy is heat energy from the earth—geo (earth) + thermal (heat).

e Geothermal resources are reservoirs of hot water that exist or are human-made at
varying temperatures and depths below the earth’s surface.

* It taps into the Earth’s subsurface heat for direct heating or electricity generation,
requiring medium- to high-temperature resources typically found near tectonic activity.

* Its key advantages are low cost, reliable year-round operation, and the ability to provide
steady, dispatchable power—making it increasingly valuable alongside intermittent
sources like solar and wind.



* — Globally, the USA, Indonesia, Philippines, Turkey, and New Zealand
lead in its use.
1. In India, the Geological Survey of India estimates a potential of 10
GW.



Operation Shiva



* The annual Amarnath Yatra is Hindu pilgrimage
that draws thousands of devotees to a sacred cave
in Jammu and Kashmir. Scheduled for July 3 to
August 9, 2025,




 The Amarnath Shrine has a rich history. It is mentioned in Kalhana'’s
12th-century chronicle, Rajtarangini.

* The text refers to the shrine and its significance during the reign of
King Ananta.

* The linga, a stalagmite, is considered swayambhu, meaning it
appeared naturally. This historical context adds depth to the shrine’s
spiritual importance.



The Pilgrimage Journey

Amarnath Pilgrimage Journey

Spiritual ..
Unpreparedness Sheshnag Lake Spiritual
prep Pahalgam g Fulfillment
Beginning the sacred Shiva releases the Shiva leaves his
journey Shiva leaves his bull Moon snakes Completion of the yatra




May 6, International No Diet
Day serves as a reminder to
value self-acceptance over
societal ideals of beauty.



Background

Started in 1992 by Mary Evans Young, a British feminist and founder
of Diet Breakers.

Inspired by her own battle with anorexia, she initiated a movement
to empower individuals to respect and accept their bodies.

Initially celebrated in the UK, it has grown into an international
event.



Tips to Stay Fit Without Dieting

Eat a balanced diet: Include fruits, vegetables, grains, proteins, and healthy fats.

Practice mindful eating: Eat when hungry, stop when full, avoid distractions.

Stay hydrated: Water is essential, especially in summer.

Choose nutritious snacks: Yogurt, nuts, fruits over processed food.

Engage in regular physical activity: Exercise should be enjoyable and
sustainable.



World Athletics Day

- On May 7, 2025, nations across the globe commemorate
World Athletics Day to champion the values of youth
engagement, fitness, and active living



Background and History

- 1996: First observed under IAAF President Primo Nebiolo.
- 1912: |AAF was established following the Stockholm Olympics.

« 2001: IAAF renamed to International Association of Athletics
Federations.

 2019: Rebranded to World Athletics for a more modern identity.



INDIAN STATES AND UTs
SHARING BORDERS
WITH PAKISTAN

JAMMU AND KASHMIR




State/Union Territory Border Length (in km)

Jammu and Kashmir (UT) 1,222 km
Rajasthan 1,170 km
Gujarat 506 km
Punjab 425 km
Total 3,323 km




China Clincr

Sudirmn
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Overview and Significance

« The Sudirman Cup is the World Mixed Team Badminton Championship, organized by the
Badminton World Federation (BWF).

- China has now won 14 out of the 18 editions, showcasing their sustained excellence.

Background

« The Sudirman Cup was first held in 1989.
« China has been finalists 16 times in a row, underlining their global dominance.

« South Koreq, the next best team, holds only 4 titles in comparison.



Warren Buffett Step down As CEO of Berkshire
End of Legacy



Background

- Warren Buffett: At 94, Buffett has led Berkshire
Hathaway since 1965, transforming it from a textile
company into a $1.2 trillion conglomerate.

- Greg Abel: A 62-year-old Canadian executive, Abel has
lbeen with Berkshire Hathaway since 2000 and has
served as Vice Chairman since 2018.

El Pais



Berkshire Hathaway's Portfolio:

Includes companies like Geico, BNSF
Railway, and significant holdings in Apple,
American Express, and Bank of America.

Financials: As of March 2025, Berkshire
Hathaway reported cash reserves of

S347.7 billion.

Stock Performance: Berkshire’s stock
price has risen 19% this year,
outperforming the S&P 500, which saw a
3% drop.
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Consider the following statements regarding geothermal energy:

1. Geothermal energy is derived from the Earth's subsurface heat.
2. It is primarily found near tectonic activity areas.

3. India has an estimated geothermal potential of 100 GW.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only

B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D) All of the above
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Q2. Consider the following statements regarding the Amarnath Yatra
2025:

1. It is scheduled from July 3 to August 9, 2025.
2. The Amarnath Shrine is historically mentioned in Kalhana’s
Rajtarangini.
3. The sacred linga at the shrine is considered a man-made artifact.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D) All of the above
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Q3. Consider the following about World Athletics Day:

1. It is celebrated annually on May 7.

2. It was first observed in 1996 under IAAF President Primo Nebiolo.
3.1n 2019, the IAAF was renamed World Athletics.

* Which of the above is/are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only

B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D) All of the above
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Q4. Consider the following statements regarding the Sudirman Cup:

1. It is the world mixed team badminton championship.
2. China has won the cup 14 out of 18 times.

3. South Korea is the second most successful team with 8 titles.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only

B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D) All of the above
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Q5. Consider the following about Warren Buffett's leadership:

1. Warren Buffett has led Berkshire Hathaway since 1965.
2. He is stepping down at the age of 94.
3. Greg Abel has been appointed as his successor.

* Which of the above is/are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only

B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D) All of the above
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Word of the day

Scruples:

motivation deriving logically from ethical or
moral principles that govern a person’s thoughts
and actions

Synonyms: conscience, moral sense, sense
of right and wrong

Usa g€ I have no scruples about taking his
money.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/scru plespro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /skiu:pal/
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