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Aspect Details

Institution Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIM-B)

Major Development IIM-B will establish its first overseas campus

Host Country Indonesia

Proposed Location Singhasari Special Economic Zone (SEZ), Malang

Announcement Made by PM Narendra Modi during his Indonesia visit

Partner Institution
PT Intelegensia Grahatama, the managing and development entity of 
Singhasari SEZ

Implementation Mechanism Through an MoU between IIM Bangalore and the Indonesian partner

Regional Focus Indonesia as well as students from the wider ASEAN region

Broad Objective
Internationalisation of Indian higher education and stronger India–ASEAN 
educational links



Programme Area Strategic Relevance

Global Supply Chains
Indonesia is strategically located along major Indo-
Pacific trade routes and is deeply connected with Asian 
production networks

Digital Transformation
Southeast Asia has a rapidly expanding digital economy 
and large young consumer base

Artificial Intelligence
Supports emerging demand for AI-led business and 
public-sector transformation

Climate & Sustainability
Highly relevant because Indonesia faces deforestation, 
energy-transition and climate-vulnerability challenges

Healthcare Management
Addresses the need for efficient healthcare delivery and 
management in large, geographically dispersed 
populations

Industry Interaction
Curriculum is expected to include engagement with 
industry leaders and eminent academics



Dimension Significance

Geography
Indonesia lies between the Indian and Pacific Oceans 
and controls access to important maritime passages

ASEAN Role
Indonesia is the largest country and economy in 
ASEAN

Indo-Pacific Strategy
Stronger ties support India’s strategic engagement 
with Southeast Asia

Act East Policy
The campus gives an institutional and educational 
dimension to India’s Act East Policy

People-to-People Relations
Student and faculty mobility can create long-term 
societal connections

Soft Power
Indian institutions can expand India's influence 
through education rather than purely economic or 
military instruments

Economic Cooperation
Management education in supply chains, 
digitalisation and sustainability aligns with emerging 
areas of India–Indonesia cooperation



Indian Institution Overseas Initiative

IIT Madras Zanzibar, Tanzania

IIT Delhi Abu Dhabi, UAE

IIM Bangalore
Indonesia — announced as its first 
overseas campus







Indicator Earlier figure 2025–26 figure Trend

Preparatory dropout rate, 
Classes 3–5

2.3% 1.8% ↓ 0.5 percentage point

Secondary dropout rate, Classes 
9–12

8.2% 7.0% ↓ 1.2 percentage points

Secondary Gross Enrolment 
Ratio (GER)

68.5% 71.7% ↑ 3.2 percentage points

Middle-level retention, Classes 
6–8

82.8% 83.7% ↑ 0.9 percentage point

Secondary-level retention 47.2% 51.9% ↑ 4.7 percentage points

Middle → Secondary transition 
rate

86.6% 88.3% ↑ 1.7 percentage points

Girls' share in enrolment 48.3% 48.4% Marginal improvement

Schools with boys' toilets — 97.2% Very high coverage



Women among 

teachers
54.2% 54.9% Majority of workforce

Teacher strength vs 

2022–23
Base year +8.3% Significant rise

Schools with computer 

access
64.7% 69.9%

↑ 5.2 percentage 

points

Schools with Internet 63.5% 67.4%
↑ 3.9 percentage 

points

Schools with electricity — 95% Near-universal

Schools with girls' 

toilets
— 98.5% Very high coverage



Indicator Meaning Simple Example Why Important?

Dropout Rate

Percentage of students 
who leave school before 
completing a particular 
educational stage

Out of 1,000 students, if 
70 leave, dropout rate = 
7%

Shows educational 
exclusion

Retention Rate

Percentage of students 
who remain within the 
education system and 
continue through a stage

Secondary retention 
increased to 51.9%

Measures the system's 
ability to keep children in 
school

Transition Rate

Percentage of students 
who successfully move 
from one educational 
stage to the next

Middle → Secondary = 
88.3%

Shows continuity 
between school stages

Gross Enrolment Ratio 
(GER)

Total enrolment at a 
particular level, 
regardless of age, as a 
percentage of the official 
age-group population

Secondary GER = 71.7%
Measures overall 
participation in education





Period/Policy Major contribution

Constitution, 1950 Directive principle for free and compulsory education

Kothari Commission, 1964–66
Recommended common school system and higher public 
expenditure on education

National Policy on Education, 1968 First comprehensive national education policy

National Policy on Education, 1986 Focus on universal elementary education and equality

District Primary Education Programme, 1994 District-based expansion of primary education

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, 2001 Universalisation of elementary education

86th Constitutional Amendment, 2002 Inserted Article 21A

Right to Education Act, 2009 Free and compulsory education for children aged 6–14

Samagra Shiksha, 2018 Integrated school education from pre-primary to Class XII

National Education Policy, 2020
Focus on universal access, foundational literacy and the 
5+3+3+4 structure



Article Provision

Article 21A Free and compulsory education for children aged 6–14

Article 45
Early childhood care and education for children below 
six years

Article 46
Promotion of educational and economic interests of 
SCs, STs and weaker sections

Article 15(3) Special provisions for women and children

Article 15(4)
Special provisions for socially and educationally 
backward classes, SCs and STs

Article 51A(k)
Fundamental duty of parent/guardian to provide 
educational opportunities to children aged 6–14



NEP 2020 Goal Connection with UDISE+ Findings

Universal access to school education Falling dropout rates

100% GER in school education by 2030
Secondary GER has reached 71.7%, but a 
substantial gap remains

Reduction in dropout Improvement visible across stages

Digital education Computer and Internet access improving

Gender inclusion
Women form 54.9% of teachers; girls' 
enrolment share is 48.4%

Teacher reform Teacher strength and rationalisation improving

Vocational integration Important for improving secondary retention





Aspect Details

Mission name Mission Drishti

Developed by GalaxEye, a Bengaluru-based space start-up

Type Earth Observation (EO) satellite

Major innovation
Integration of Electro-Optical (EO) + Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR)
sensors on one operational platform

Why unique? Described as the world's first OptoSAR satellite

Indian significance
Described as India's largest privately developed Earth-observation 
satellite

Launch date May 3

Launch vehicle Falcon 9

Launch location Vandenberg Space Force Base

Mission phase affected LEOP — Launch and Early Orbit Phase

Reported trigger Anomaly following a geomagnetic solar storm

Initial assessment
Radiation effects associated with the solar event may have affected a 
critical onboard system

Present situation in article
Communication became intermittent and was eventually lost; recovery 
efforts were continuing, but recovery prospects were described as low



Feature Optical EO Satellite SAR Satellite OptoSAR System

Sensor type Passive Active radar Optical + active radar

Needs sunlight? Generally yes No Can combine both modes

Works at night? Limited Yes Yes

Can see through clouds? Poorly Yes
SAR provides cloud penetration 
capability

Image appearance Natural and easy to interpret
Radar-based and technically 
complex

Complementary datasets

Strength Colour and spectral information
Structural and surface 
information

Broader intelligence picture

Main limitation Clouds, fog and darkness
Complex processing and 
interpretation

Greater integration and 
operational complexity





Application Optical Contribution SAR Contribution Combined Advantage

Agriculture
Crop colour and vegetation 
health

Soil moisture and structural 
data

Better crop monitoring

Disaster management Visual damage assessment
Imaging during clouds and 
heavy rain

Faster emergency 
response

Flood monitoring
Visible extent where skies 
are clear

Can detect inundation 
through cloud cover

More reliable flood maps

Defence Visual identification
Night and all-weather 
surveillance

Stronger situational 
awareness

Maritime surveillance Visual vessel identification
Ship detection in 
darkness/cloud

Improved maritime 
domain awareness

Forest monitoring
Vegetation and spectral 
analysis

Structural and moisture 
information

Better deforestation 
monitoring

Urban planning Land-use classification
Surface deformation and 
infrastructure monitoring

Improved planning and 
risk assessment



Phenomenon Meaning Main Impact

Solar Flare
Sudden electromagnetic radiation 
eruption from the Sun

Radio blackouts and communication 
disruption

Coronal Mass Ejection (CME)
Large expulsion of magnetised plasma 
from the Sun

Can cause geomagnetic storms when 
Earth-directed

Solar Energetic Particles High-energy charged particles
Radiation risk to spacecraft electronics 
and astronauts

Geomagnetic Storm
Disturbance of Earth's magnetosphere 
caused by solar activity

Satellite anomalies, GPS errors, 
communication disruption and grid 
effects





Aspect Details
Innovation Lab-grown placenta / placenta-on-chip

Developed by ICMR-NIRRCH and IIT Bombay researchers

Basic technology Human-cell-based Organ-on-Chip platform

Main objective
Study transfer of drugs, nutrients and other substances across the placental 
barrier

Cell types used Human placental cells + human endothelial cells

Physical structure Transparent plastic device with a porous membrane

Major advantage More human-relevant than many animal models

Design advantage Static two-chamber system usable in a standard laboratory

Development period More than 3.5 years

Project origin Work began during the COVID-19 pandemic

Current stage Laboratory research tool requiring further validation

Potential areas
Drug safety, gestational diabetes, foetal growth restriction and pre-
eclampsia

















Aspect Details

Name Girish Bharadwaj

Popular title Bridge Man of India

Profession Mechanical engineer and social innovator

Primary contribution
Construction of low-cost hanging/suspension 
footbridges

First bridge Built in 1989

First bridge location Across the Payaswini River at Aramburu, Sullia

Number of bridges More than 300

Major States covered Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Odisha

Major beneficiaries
Remote rural and geographically isolated 
communities

Major national honour Padma Shri, 2017

Core philosophy Low-cost engineering for real social problems

Age at death 76 years, according to the article





Rural Problem Impact on People Bharadwaj's Solution

Rivers and canals separating 
settlements

Villages remained isolated
Low-cost suspension 
footbridges

Heavy monsoon rainfall
Roads and crossings became 
unusable

Elevated bridge crossings

Swollen rivers Dangerous crossing attempts Safe pedestrian connectivity

Lack of road infrastructure
Poor market and service 
access

Local connectivity bridges

Difficulty reaching schools
Children could miss classes or 
drop out

Reliable school access

Difficulty accessing 
healthcare

Delayed emergency treatment Faster village connectivity

High cost of conventional 
bridges

Projects became difficult for 
small communities

Budget-friendly engineering 
design



Year/Phase Development

1973 Completed mechanical engineering degree

After graduation Established a workshop in Sullia

Early career
Worked beyond conventional metal fabrication and became interested in local 
infrastructure problems

Rural observation Saw villagers struggling to cross rivers during heavy rainfall

Social impact observed Connectivity problems affected transport and children's access to schools

1989 Built his first low-cost hanging footbridge over the Payaswini River

Following decades Model expanded to several States

Lifetime contribution Constructed more than 300 bridges

2017 Awarded the Padma Shri



Conventional Approach Frugal Innovation Approach

Large infrastructure project Need-specific infrastructure

High capital requirement Cost-efficient design

Standardised model Adaptation to local geography

Long project cycle Practical local solution

Technology-first thinking Problem-first thinking

Centralised execution
Greater potential for local 
participation



FSSAI Issues Notices 
Over Misleading 
Paneer and Labelling 
Claims







Law/Regulation Main purpose

Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006
Umbrella legislation for food safety 
regulation

Food Safety and Standards (Advertising 
and Claims) Regulations, 2018

Regulates claims made through 
advertisements, labels and branding

Labelling and Display Regulations
Governs mandatory information and 
presentation on packaged foods

Organic Food Regulations
Provides regulatory framework for 
organic food claims

Consumer Protection Act, 2019
Protects consumers against unfair trade 
practices and misleading advertisements



Claim Consumer perception Regulatory concern

Fresh
Recently produced, minimally 

processed

Must not create a false 

impression about processing 

or preservation

Natural Minimal artificial intervention
Vague use may mislead 

consumers

Organic
Produced under recognised 

organic standards

Requires compliance with the 

applicable certification system

Vegan No animal-derived ingredients
Claim must meet applicable 

standards and requirements

Healthy Beneficial to health
Broad or unsupported claim 

may mislead consumers

Immunity booster Improves immune function
Requires adequate scientific 

substantiation

FSSAI Approved Regulator endorses product

Potentially misleading 

representation of regulatory 

status
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