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who never fail, but
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SC will hear roll revision pleas on July 10

Opposition parties, NGOs, and activists move top
court challenging the legality of the exercise
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Conflict in Myanmar drives 4,000 into Mizoram

4,000 Chin people in the
ey i e iRl e
Mizoram

Officials in Champhal
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SC will hear roll revision pleas on July 10

Opposition parties, NGOs, and activists move top
court challenging the legality of the exercise

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday agreed

to hear urgently on
July 10 a batch of petitions
challenging the legality of
the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
being conducted by the
Election Commission in
poll-bound Bihar.

The petitions were men-
tioned for early hearing be-
fore a Bench of Justices
Sudhanshu Dhulia and Joy-
malya Bagchi by a battery
of lawyers, including se-
nior advocates Kapil Sibal,
A.M. Singhvi, Gopal Sanka-
ranarayanan, and Shadan
Farasat. The Bench asked
the petitioners to supply
the Centre, the Election
Commission, the Attorney-
General, and other respon-
dents with copies of their
petitions in advance.

The petitioners for
whom the mentioning was
made in the morning in-

cluded Rashtriya Janata
Dal MP Manoj Jha, Trina-
mool Congress MP Mahua
Moitra, the non-govern-
mental organisations Asso-
ciation for Democratic Re-
forms and People’s Union
for Civil Liberties, and acti-
vist Yogendra Yadav.

However, the day saw
the challenge against the
exercise gain further mo-
mentum, with leaders
from various other Opposi-
tion parties, including K.C.
Venugopal of the Congress,
Supriya Sule of the Nation-
alist Congress Party (SP),
D. Raja of the Communist
Party of India, Harendra
Malik of the Samajwadi
Party, Arvind Sawant of
the Shiv Sena (UBT), Sar-
fraz Ahmed of the Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha, and
Dipankar Bhattacharya of
the CPI(ML) Liberation
moving the top court.

Mr. Sibal informed the
Bench that the need for an
urgent hearing and an inte-
rim relief of stay of the

They say crores of people in the election-bound
State face the prospect of disenfranchisement

LI 1 -~
. —lmm:,:.-'"! ¢
o e

Serious questions:The petitioners variously argued that the SIR shifted the onus of being on the voters’
list from the state to the citizens. ANI

June 24 notification an-
nouncing the SIR was ne-
cessary as crores of voters
from marginalised sections
of society had been put on
a tight leash to produce
documents to prove their
domicile or face the pros-
pect of disenfranchise-

ment. The petitioners’ side
urged the Bench to issue
notice to the EC and en-
sure that the poll body ex-
plain its “ill-timed and has-
ty” decision to conduct the
exercise in Bihar.

Mr. Sibal said the last
date for the submission of

the enumeration forms
was July 25.

‘No prior consultation’

The applicant’'s name
would not feature on the
draft electoral rolls, to be
published on August 1, if
the forms were not submit-

Immediately stop
roll revision, say
INDIA leaders

PATNA

Demanding a halt to the
special intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in poll-bound
Bihar, INDIA bloc leaders on
Monday said the Election
Commission was in a confused
situation. The INDIA bloc
coordination committee,
headed by the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) leader
Tejashwi Yadav, asked the
Election Commission to

stop the SIR immediately and
continue it after the

election. » PAGE 5

ted in time.

Mr. Jha, in his petition,
argued that the decision
was taken by the poll body
without prior consultation
with political parties and
would be employed to
“justify aggressive and
opaque revisions of electo-

Bench told to ensure EC explain its ‘ill-timed and
hasty’ decision to conduct the exercise in Bihar

ral rolls that disproportion-
ately target Muslim, Dalit,
and poor migrant
communities”.

The petitioners con-
tended that the SIR pro-
cess violated the provi-
sions of the Representation
of the People Act, 1950 and
Rule 21A of the Registra-
tion of Electors Rules,
1960. The petitioners va-
riouslyargued that the SIR
shifted the onus of being
on the voters’ list from the
state to the citizens.

Appearing for the Asso-
ciation for Democratic Re-
forms, advocate Prashant
Bhushan said the SIR pro-
cess had “excluded identi-
fication documents such as
Aadhaar or ration cards
which further make margi-
nalised communities and
the poor more vulnerable
to exclusion from voting”.

EDITORIAL

» PAGE 8
1977 VERDICT
» PAGE 5



» The Supreme Court of India has agreed to urgently hear petitions on July 10 challenging the legality

of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar.

* The Election Commission (EC) initiated the SIR before the Bihar Assembly elections.

- Petitioners and Issues Raised:
» Petitioners include:
» Political leaders (e.g. Manoj Jha, Mahua Moitra)
» NGOs (e.g. Association for Democratic Reforms, PUCL)
e Activists (e.g. Yogendra Yadav)
» Legal provisions cited:
 Representation of the People Act, 1950

* Rule 21A of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960



e EC's move termed "ill-timed" and "hasty".

* The revision disproportionately impacts:
* Muslims, Dalits, and poor migrant communities.

» Petitioners argue:
» The burden of proof was unfairly shifted to citizens to prove residence.
 Documents like Aadhaar/ration cards were excluded, causing exclusion.

* No prior consultation with political parties.

- Supreme Court Directions:

e Bench: Justices S. Dhulia and J. Bagchi

» Petitioners urged:
» EC be directed to justify the necessity of the June 24 notification.
» Interim relief to halt the process.

* Inclusion of respondents like EC, Centre, Attorney General.



Q. Consider the following statements about the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in

Bihar:
1. It was initiated by the Election Commission of India in the run-up to Bihar Assembly elections.

2. The petitioners have challenged it on the grounds that it violates the Representation of the People
Act, 1950.

3. The Supreme Court has dismissed the petitions stating it is a routine electoral process.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1and 2 only
B) 1and 3 only
C) 2 and 3 only
D)1, 2and 3
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Kalvan Jewellers reports 31%

revenue 1 FY26

Kalyan Jewellers on Monday reported a 31%
rease revenue for
Ul of the FY 202526, n
demand, majorly due to volatility in gold prices
and geopolitical tenstons. The company
Pepored & consolldated net Teventie of £S.S57.63

‘Capgemini’s $3.3-bn
WNS deal leaves the
Big Four in big shock’

on Monday with

Unrzinlhe:ﬁ]stq‘nartarn‘lthﬂbﬂ25ﬁ al
Indsa e
G of the T SO 26 commpared it O of the
previous year, the company said in a fling. »

of buying the
india-grown business pro-

Aditva Birla Sun Life AMC
mobilises I700 cr. via AIF

Aditya Birka Sun Life AME on Monday sakd it has.
Falsed 2700 croge through the first cosure of its
Structured s Fund - Series L1 a
Category 1l Alternative Investment Fund (AIF).
The fund aims to raise 1,250 crore
gresnshoe option of an additonal
aimndng for a total mobilisation of $2,500 crore.
The fund focuses on credit opportunities,
affering capital snlmlnns across
strategic, and cpportunistic requirements. e

JioBlackRock MF raises over
17800 cr. via maiden NFO

JioBlackBock Asset Managemene byt Lid., o
50:50 joint venture be:
Services Limited (JFSL) and BlackRodk, on
Monday announced closure of its maiden New
Fund Offer (NFO), recording a total investment of
17,800 crove (-USD 2.1 billion). The fund was
mn‘bl.l.'!sed Ernmdnae-:ssh,fdebi mutzal fund

— foBlackRock Overnight Fund,
o ‘Ciguid Fued and HoBlacknce
Money Market Fund.
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AMC businesses
with safeguards

ast ors:
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told The Hinde.
Mr. Fersht said, from a
petitive perspective, a
potential big win for Cap-
gemini was Iis new posi-
‘toning against the Big 4
which have tradissonally
dominated consulting and

g Wit
Dallas-based Everest
Croup.

According to the Everest
Group's chief, Capgemini is
betting thar the WS book
of business will provide a
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Implementation of
QCO for cotton bales
postponed to 2026

The Hindu Bureauy
COMBATG

The Buresu of ndian Stan-
the

oy
QO o xttzn Geles o
At 2418 from Augot

The tesctile indlustry welcarmed
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June auto retail sales
rose 5% backed by all
segments: FADA

Automobile retail sales in

Erowers in other

FADA president CS. \ig-
Ao

mensoon rains
and 1 r!slng lcieic rolizle

several dealers cited com-
pulsory billing and forced
stock lifts — often via auto-
debit wholesales — e

PV retails slipped 149%

on month (Mol

and heavy rains and tght

marker_lguidity welghed
on footfall and comve

OEMs

(EVY
shay bunying pmgms,

Skoda Auto Volkswagen to import, sell Bentley

MUMEAT

Skoda Auto -
dia Private Ltd. (SANWIPL)
has announced the addi-
dion of Bentley as the sixth
brand under the group’s

umbrella.
From Wiy 8, 308, the
pany sald it will exchs-
hute

st i Bt besnity
a group com) India strategy retail
Dy af SAWWIRL, which will  n

% — 1

Indiia arvatar: A1l marketing, sales and after-sales
canduscted under a newly extabishesd indin srtity. £Y ARSANCEMENT

will lead the brand in the
Inclian market

Bentley India will have
three new dealers across
key clties, starting with
Bengaluru' and Mumbai,
followed by Mew Delhi

Piyush Arora, Managing
Directe ncl CRD u(S'In:

S -indiee appetl[e ot

Abbey Themas. has been
as the Brand Di-
Tt of Remtiey Indka and

Tariff trodden

Barthed amd burdened: Containers am seen 3% the Intemarional Container Tanminal in Surabays on Mondsy. Whils U5, Presdent Donald

Trump

posed o 109 tarifl an mest LS. trading partners in Ape

 the rate i set to ise for dooers of

nemies, including the EL and Japan

comee July 9. Indonesia, which counts the Unhed SEates ameng its Top tading partners, is facing an exira 2% tariff on tap of & base L0%. AFe

Rising cost of living setting off a chase
for adequate paycheck in key cities

Lor a job

the technology sector has
seen wage stagnation fol-
lowing the hiring boom of

In banking and fAnancial

among blue- and grey-col-
metros,

2022 10 S0 % In early 2025,
mrd.lru; to its PayMap

P rimkedins job eutlack
2025

Is, salary is the
fop deciding factor when
applying for a job, and 1 in
3 are willing to switch jobs
For better pay.

“As job security be-
comes a priority, profes-

Banerjee, Linkedin Career
Expert and India Senior
anaging Editor.

5 are
showly evolving compensa-
ton  fra ks While

Looking ahead, the av-
erage salary increment in




‘Capgemini’s $3.3-bn
WNS deal leaves the
Big Four in big shock’

Transaction may kick off a round of industry consolidation as the large

strategics prepare for massive changes Al begins to bring: Everest Group

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

apgemini, the Paris-

based technology

and digital transfor-
mation major, made the
Big 4 - Deloitte, PwC, EY,
and KPMG - sit up globally
on Monday with its an-
nouncement of buying the
India-grown business pro-
cess management firm
WNS for a total cash con-
sideration of $3.3 billion,
said global analysts.

The French tech major
said it would acquire U.S.-
listed WNS for a cash con-
sideration of $76.50 per
share, which represents a
premium of 28% to the last
90-day average share
price, of 27% to the last 30-
day average share price
and a premium of 17% to
the last closing share price
on July 3, 2025.

“This acquisition will
give Capgemini a new posi-
tioning in the global tech
market against the Big 4
comprising Deloitte, PwC,
EY, and KPMG, which have
traditionally ~ dominated
the consulting and technol-
ogy services,” Phil Fersht,
CEOQ, HFS Research, a Cam-
bridge-based analyst firm
told The Hindu.

Mr. Fersht said, from a
competitive perspective, a
potential big win for Cap-
gemini was its new posi-
tioning against the Big 4,
which have traditionally
dominated consulting and

Great expectations: Both firms could deliver end-to-end services
the Big 4 cannot, and at lower price points, say observers. REUTERS

technology services.

“With Capgemini’s glo-
balscale and depth of tech-
nical capabilities, the addi-
tion of WNS could create
an ideal incubation busi-
ness to develop leading-
edge Services-as-Software
solutions to attack this
huge $1.5 trillion emerging
marketing opportunity,”
Mr. Fersht said.

“The long-rumoured ac-
quisition of WNS is finally
here. Capgemini is return-
ing to its acquisition lead
growth model and acting
as a major force in industry
consolidation.,” said Peter
Bendor-Samuel, founder
and executive chairman of
Dallas-based Everest
Group.

According to the Everest
Group’s chief, Capgemini is
betting that the WNS book
of business will provide a
fertile ground for Al-driven
transformation and allow it
to develop new transfor-
mative Al-powered plat-

forms. “The potential is
clearly there, but the jour-
ney will require significant
additional investment and
a resolute leadership
team,” Mr. Bendor-Samuel
cautioned.

He said BPM as a space
has held up well in a world
rocked by AI, which has
yet to have a significant im-
pact on the space. “Howev-
er, this deal could be the
start of a significant indus-
try consolidation,” he
opined. “This may well
kick off another round of
industry consolidation as
the large strategics look to
grow inorganically and
prepare for the massive
changes that Al is starting
to bring,” he forecast.

Tech industry observers
said Capgemini, with
WNS’s operational exper-
tise integrated into its of-
ferings, could deliver end-
to-end transformation ser-
vices that the Big 4 cannot,
and at lower price points.




» Capgemini, a Paris-based tech giant, has acquired WNS, an Indian-origin business process

management (BPM) firm, for $3.3 billion in cash.

* This marks one of the largest acquisitions in the technology consulting and BPM space.

& Strategic & Economic Implications:

@ For Capgemini:

* New positioning against Big Four consulting firms — Deloitte, PwC, EY, KPMG.
» Strategic entry into Al-driven transformation and Services-as-Software (SaaS).

 WNS expertise to boost end-to-end services at lower price points.

® For WNS:

e U.S.-listed firm acquired at $76.50/share, reflecting:
e 28% premium to 90-day avg.
o 27% premium to 30-day avg.

e 17% premium to July 3 share price.



& Technological and Market Insights:

» Estimated $1.5 trillion market for emerging marketing technologies (Al-powered platforms, SaaS,

etc.).
 Capgemini aims to incubate these innovations leveraging WNS's capabilities.

» Al's disruption of traditional BPM and tech-consulting landscape has begun.

"\ Impact on Big Four (Deloitte, PwC, EY, KPMG):
* They have traditionally dominated the consulting + tech services space.
e This acquisition creates a serious competitive challenge.

e Capgemini + WNS might outperform in price + integrated delivery, unlike Big Four’'s segmented

approach.



Q. Consider the following statements about the Capgemini-WNS acquisition:
1. Capgemini acquired WNS for a total consideration of over $3 billion.

2. The deal is expected to position Capgemini competitively against the Big Four consultir

3. WNS s a U.K.-listed BPM firm.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1and 2 only
B) 1and 3 only
C) 2 and 3 only
D)1, 2and 3
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DBUBAI
Yemen's Houthis launch missiles

i mEUTERS
Israel's military ksunched sir strikes early on Manday targeting parts
and facilitias held by Yemen's Houthi redals, with

MORRISTOWN

Trump slams former ally Elon

Musk's political party as ridiculous®

SLUBICE

Poland reinstates border controls

WWASHINGTON

LS. revokes Tforeign terrorist

with Germany and Lithuania

RELTERS.

[
LS Presidert banald Trump slammed feemer sy Elon Musk's

Fnissile fire targeting ksrael. The strikes camne after an

Sunday

= lisextan fiagged ship in the fed Sea that cought

Fire and took on water, |t forcing Its crew 1o abandon it

=ridicutous”, after the tech
States’

billianaire sid he wanied to challengs the Ursted

“ore-party system.” “Third

wanrked S he can

have fr with It, but | think its fidiculous Mr. Trump sald. A

.

Lithuania,

rolmsumwmmmmons-mpoudeanunrusyew

been mounting

group’ designation for Svrias HTS

organisat

s

s revnking its designation ss 3 “fersign terorist
o® of Hayak Tahrir al-5ham [HTS), & group once inked to

al Qaecia that taak contral of Syria in Decemizer. U.S. Sexretary of

s leged ¢
igranss into Poksh teritary mvlmymathe-dweﬂem Burope, wF

Rusbrio made

amema, with the

rmonve to formaty Take affect on Tussday. ses

At least 10 Kkilled, 38 injured as Russia
launches over 100 drones at Ukraine

Kremlin dismisses its trans

tion chief after a weekend of travel chaos; Moscew captures its first village in Ukraine's

Dnipropetrovsk region: Kyiv signs deals with European allies and a US. defence company to step up drone production

BNV

when airports grounded
nfmgrm during

wen
killed and 38 injured, in-
cluding three children, in
Russian attacks ower the
previous 24 hours, Ukrai-
mnian officials said.

Russia said it

its first village in ulaaanes
central Dinipropetrovsk re-

glon after srinding towards

border for months,
dea]l.rg a  psychological
blow for as its worries
mount.

The Russian Defence Mi-

bnsiicling bt Bry Russian drone strike in
Zaparishabea in Uksaine an Monday. REUTERS

nistry sabd its forces cap-
tured the village of Dachne
in the Dmipropetr

. an important indus-
trial mining territory that
has also

come  undes

mounting  Russian  air
attacks.

Umintyin Brsaingn Vi
lodymayr el
Satus

Fasssian President Viade
mir Putin dismissed Tran-
sport Minister Homan Sta-

on . who
later killed himself. His bo-
dy was found in the Mos-

nister. Mikitkin was the

of Russia’s Now-
Zorod  region il
Febrisary.

dreds of

Ciher almsarty in weptemn
Russia

ot Glaruptions Becaioe
‘of Ukrainkan drone attacks.

Iran President is still open to
talks with U.S,, accuses Israel
of assassination attempt

Bsuters
WASHINGTON

Irankan President Masoud
Pezeshkian said he be-

Heves lran c. resolve s
differences with the United
States thro dialogue,
bur trust issue

ster Tucker Carlson
In an interview conducted

The Iranian leader
urged LS. President Do-
nald Trump not to e
drawn into war with Iran
by lsraeli leader Benjamin

Masoud Peeshkisn

Netamyahy, who is visiting

Wwashington on Monday for

talks at the White House.
“The United States’ Pre-

sident, nir is

to the United States Presi-

dent to choose which
path” he added.

‘Blame on Israel”
He blamed fsrael,

place when lsrael began its

strikes on Lran on june 13,

12- alr wal
with Israel inwhich top Ira-
nian nu

the LS. againz” Mr. Pe-
zeshkian sald “How can
we know for sure tha

Bangladesh lawyers
seek to quash ex-PM
Hasina’s murder trial

e France Presse
DHAKA

State-appointed defence k-

erial.

epened on June 1
ought  discharge
From all the allegations. . as
they appear false, fabricat-
ed and politically motivat-
ed Md Amir Hossain said
He added that he had not
been able to speak to Ms.
Hasina directly
Prosecutors say that Ms.
Hasina held overall com-

resumes on July 10.
. Hasina was already
convicted of contempe of
rate case on

Nairobi unrest

Trump slaps allies
Japan and South
Korea with 25% tariffs

nee France Presse
WASHINGTON

send a first hatch of up to
IS lotrers to countries in-

ming them thar he
bickier reimpose harsh le-
wies that he had postponed

in April.

n near-identically
worded letters to the Japa-
nese and South

o
ders turn to Dhaka, July 2. receiving a six- | Aprotester sitson the rosd during Bay a Halrii on Menday. Ten persons were kiled in leaders, Trump a-
where her trial in absentia sentence. i i ing the 1550 pr s would apply from Au-
gust 1 because mmr rading

‘wash-

Ington were ~unformunate.

Macron due in UK., as London tries to balance ties with Europe, U.S.

’H[”"IZ‘-L

LONDON

French President Emma-
nuel Macron and First La-

on
Tuesday for a state wisit,
hosted by Britain's mo-
narch Charles 11 and the

crons in Paris In Seprem-
ber 20:

While business ks tran-
sacted during State visits,
e

ceremonial aspects
and State dinnes are in-
strum of

country’s soft power and
used o bobstes cultune tes
berween the countries.

Thiree auidis
wll cusl-

when the LK. is uying to
balance its ties with the EU
and the U.S., as President
Dnns]d Trump has over-

n a downgrading of tes

ding
belw\aen the U.S and the

rrench_securiny
wihich

caster House treaties of

M1Ime

The visit will ensd in @ summit lavel mesting led by Emmanusl
MACran and Keir STanmer on Tharsday, FLE PHaTo

2010, will be updated dur-

reign Minister Jean-Mogl
Barrot in France’s Narlonal

Mr Barrot cited London
and Paris cooperating on

Ukraine's defence {by lead-

inga of mastly Euro-
pean countries called the
'L‘Anll.lm of the Willing').
Barrot also men-
Honed the reo. countries
enardin. thelr  res-

ponses on Iran along with

Germany, which, accord-

The wvisit
politically sensmm Issues
discussed shing

and migrarl i

The UK. and the EU re-

cently concl an agree-

allowing reciprocal

access to fishing warers un-
wil 2038,

programmes
Tuesday, the French
will be wel-

being taken to Windsor

Castle, just outside Lon-
don, where they will be
hosted by the King and the
Queen.

The visit will include a
garriage cide through the
town of Windsor and a

Trump invite
Mr. Trump, who has ex-
P fondness for the
Brisish Royal Family, has
also been invited 1o the
LLI_ on a state visit, his se-
«cond such visis, since 2019,
when he was hosted by
Queen Elizabeth.

The Republican leader's
second visit to France ks ex-

pected in  September,
theugh no. have been
announced.

escalation
if they resomded 2o the
5. tariffs.

st e also sakd he was
ready te moddy levies
sdewnwards” if Japan and
south Korea changed thed
rrade les.

Japan’s Prime Minister
Shigeru tshiba sald on Sun-
day that he “won't easily
compromise” in trade talks
wwith Washin,

White House Press Se-
cretary Karoline Leavitt
told réporters on Monday

el

be app
mately 12 ather partners
receiving letters from Mr.

President to sign an
order dela the
From August 1

rate” for economies in the
coming month 2 negotia-
tions continu

Mir: Trump sriginally an-
nounced sweeping tariffs

dline dapl(e denials from

While the Trump admi;
nistration has

washingron un-
welled paris with anby Bri
Tain e Vietnan, Wi
the United States and chi-
eed to temporarily
e agenic |
*s products that ear-
lier reached three-digits.




Trump slaps allies
Japan and South
Korea with 25% tariffs

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump said Monday he
was slapping 25% tariffs on
Japan and South Korea, in
his first letters to trading
partners ahead of a dea-
dline to reach a deal with
Washington.

Mr. Trump had said at
the weekend that starting
from Monday he would
send a first batch of up to
15 letters to countries in-
forming them that he
would reimpose harsh le-
vies that he had postponed
in April.

In near-identically
worded letters to the Japa-
nese and South Korean
leaders, Trump said the ta-
riffs would apply from Au-
gust 1 because their trading
relationships with Wash-
ington were “unfortunate-
ly, far from Reciprocal.”

Mr. Trump warned the
countries, both key U.S. al-
lies in Asia, of an escalation
if they responded to the
new U.S. tariffs.

But he also said he was
ready to modify levies
“downwards” if Japan and
South Korea changed their
trade policies.

Japan’s Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba said on Sun-
day that he “won’t easily
compromise” in trade talks
with Washington.

White House Press Se-
cretary Karoline Leavitt
told reporters on Monday
that Mr. Trump would sign
an order later in the day to
delay his July 9 deadline
for steeper tariffs to take ef-
fect — postponing their im-
position to August 1.

She added that besides
Japan and South Korea,
there would be approxi-
mately 12 other partners
receiving letters from Mr.

President to sign an
order delaying the

deadline for steeper
tariffs to take effect

from August 1

Trump soon.

With the deadline exten-
sion, Ms. Leavitt said Mr.
Trump would be setting
out the “reciprocal tariff
rate” for economies in the
coming month as negotia-
tions continue.

Mr. Trump originally an-
nounced sweeping tariffs
on world economies on
what he called “Liberation
Day” on April 2, claiming
the United States was being
“ripped off”

Amid market turmoil,
Mr. Trump then suspend-
ed the initial tariffs for 90
days, a deadline that ex-
pires on Wednesday.

But the Trump adminis-
tration has said that the du-
ties will not “boomerang”
back until August 1, appa-
rently extending the dea-
dline despite denials from
officials.

While the Trump admi-
nistration has signalled
hopes of striking dozens of
deals by early July — at one
point boasting of “90 deals
in 90 days™ — there have
been limited results so far.

Washington has un-
veiled pacts with only Bri-
tain and Vietnam, while
the United States and Chi-
na agreed to temporarily
lower tariff levels on each
other’s products that ear-
lier reached three-digits.

Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent said there
would be a number of
deals coming up.

“We are going to have
several announcements in
the next 48 hours,” Mr.
Bessent told CNBC.



e U.S. President Donald Trump imposed 25% tariffs on Japan and South Korea, citing imbalanced

trade relationships.

» This marks a major escalation in global trade tensions with U.S. allies in Asia.

& Key Points:
@ Tariff Policy Details:
e Tariffs will apply from August 1.

e U.S. accuses Japan and South Korea of trade relations that are "unfortunately, far from Reciprocal".

« Trump had originally announced such tariffs on April 2, called "Liberation Day", but suspended them
for 90 days.

@ Strategic Timeline:

» First batch of up to 15 letters sent to global partners informing them of renewed tariff plans.
« July 9 deadline extended to August 1 for steeper tariffs.

* U.S. Treasury and Trade Office signal multiple deals are upcoming.



@ Geopolitical Implications:

U.S.—Asia Relations:

« Targeting Japan and South Korea, traditional U.S. allies, may affect:
» Military cooperation in the Indo-Pacific.
 Quad and U.S. strategic containment of China.

» Global value chains in automotive, tech, and electronics.

Trade Diplomacy:

« Trump's trade strategy termed as "reciprocal tariff rate" policy.

 May lead to trade retaliation or currency balancing measures from affected countries.



Q. Consider the following statements about the 25% U.S. tariffs imposed in 2025:
1. The U.S. imposed tariffs on Japan and South Korea starting July 9, 2025.
2. The U.S. administration cited “non-reciprocal” trade relations as the reason.

3. The tariffs were part of a broader U.S. strategy of introducing a “reciprocal tariff rate”

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1and 3 only
D)1, 2and 3
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Former Croatia midfielder
Rakitic retires aged 37

Former Croatla international van Rakitie, who
and

played 106 times for Croatia and started
final loss to France in 2018,

country’s Workd Cup

Chennai Bulls wins Equestrian
Champions League

Chennal Bulls tallied 05 points for the top spat

i the inaugural edirion of the
5 League, organised

oy

ey Indigenous Horse

Equestrian
by Equine Sports
Soctety,

Tamnil Macu, in Colmbatore on Sunday. B

performed well right thr,
215 lakh. Pegasus 5
Chargers {25 lakh) followed in
Fimal standings: 1

97, B Goloonda Chargens 73, 4

cugh and were ber er by
s (210 laki) and Golconda

that ordes.

- Chennai Bulls 103 pis, 2. Pegasus Sparts
AN Risies 66, 5.

Biangalore Knights 62, 6. Elie Equestiian 53

Prithvi Shaw formal

joins Maharashtra

pristurd shaw, the dashing opener whose formun
have not

naot been good for

s Ty

Joined uamxasntmm abad w0 revive his career.

Shaw, wiho was

Mumbals team

michway through the (ast seascn, had cbramer

Sai Kmhcme to play two

matches for Su

India left-arm spinner k. Saf Kishors has signed
Surrey for

r English county side

Carmpicmiifs faonaries Later
play for Surrey against Yorkshi

Durham ( july 28-Auguse 1),

‘s monrh. He vl

ire (July 22-25) and

Ganemat Sekhon eves final
berth at Shotgun World Cup

Ganemar Sekhon put herself close t the top with
rounds of

the third best score of 96 3

han
and Raiza Dhillon had identical score of 93 and

found themselves in the 3oth

respe

shot £8 following rounds of 23,
an Games silver me

and 3kt spots

ctively. tx men's skees, Bhaviegl Sin .shgh =]

a=,

datise Anastect Singh

Naruka had 95. Maira] Ahmad Khan had
ounds

completed three r

with 73 out of 75

Brian Campbell clinche:
John Deere Classic

Brian Campbell won for the second time this year

on the PGA Tour, both in a
clos

a playoff, when he
ed with a 4-under 67 and bear EmiH

lane Grillo

with 3 par on the first exira hole in the John
Deere Classic at Sivis (USA). It extended the

win-or-bust season for Campbe

1, who won the

Mexico Open In & playoff in fate February. He hias

finkshed ot of the
except for s e it
cm
I

B0 ey bt

Silva’s Fluminense faces vibrant
Chelsea for a place in the final

The Bragilian side comes into the semifinal after an impressive run: the Premier Leagoe team gets its Arst taste of MetLife Stadium

CLUB WORLD CUP

nce France-Presse
EAST RUTHERFORD

helsea's young side
is targeting a place
in the final of the

house Al Hilal in the guar-
terfinals. “If you had asked
me beforehand i we would
have got this far, | would
have said we were a long
way away from doing so."
Silva said after the victory
over Al Hilal

Chelsea now gets ts first

Tord d Bridgs.

An impressive run in the
tournament has seen Flu-
minense Borussia
Dortmund in the group
stage, eliminate nter Milan
in the last 16 and get the
better of Saudi  power-

ame at the
end of a campaim in
which iz finished fourth in
the Premier League and
won the UEFA Conference
League.
But suddenly the side
stands one game from the
final, in which it would
face either Real Madrid or

PSG. With Silva gone, Ma-
resca has heen working
with a you squad ar
Chelsea, and the average
age of his starting line-up
against Palmeiras last Fri-
day was just 24.

There are more young
players coming in wo, with
Z3-year-old Brazilian for-
ward Jaaa Pedro, formerty
of Fluminense, making his.
debm in (Ile-quarberﬁ.nals.

-azil
B s e join
Palmeiras ahead of next
season and  20-year-old
winger Jamie Gitens has
Just signed from Bosussia
Dortmand

Caiceda,  the
midfield linchpin who is
still anly 23, will return to
the midfield agalnst Fumi-
pension.

nse after sus

#antch searts me 00,30 hrs ST
[Wenessiap), b on BAZN.

Famiiar foa: Sika will have 2 poin 1o prove agasst his old club Chelsea, are

Mexico wins CONCACAF Gold Cup
for record-extending 10th time

HOUSTON

Mexico defeued LISA 2-Eto
retain the CONCACAF Gobd
Cup and ]I.ﬁ the title for a
record-extending 10th time
on Sunday.
An Edson Alvarez head-
er 13 minutes from time
completed a come-from-
behind \1cmly for mMexico
cally har
fo\lgh( Tusst berween the
Morth erican
arch-rivals.
The win was no less
‘than Mexico deserved after
dominating for long pe-
riods against Mauric
chetting's

lars. Jimenez celebrated by

producing a shirt bearing

name and number 20
of late former Wolver-
hampton \\‘andarers team-
mate Dogo joa, the Liver-
[k el BTl st vt
it ina o veah i Spain
last week.

thee title clash. AFF

In the second-half, Mex-
ico booked the more threa
tening side as USA strug-
gled to create anything ar
the other end_

The breakthrowugh final
Iy came though in the 77th
minute when Johan Vaz-

as met by Alvarez
to the net past Freese.
The resule: Finals LSA 1 (Chris

Ruchiards 4] bost to Mesico 3 [Raul
Jivwenat 37, Edson Alvares 771

Sanjog Gupta named
new CEQO of ICC

CRICKET

Duaal

Indian media mogul San-
o Gupta was on ay

named the new Chief Exec-
urive Officer (CEOQ) of the
Jay shah-led International

Charmny
phy Sarlier chis year citing
persomnal reasons.

% rving
as the CEO (Sports & Live

diate
e will be the seventh ClO
ofthe 1CC. which said it re.

2,500
poisis ol R Saceioy
eries from which 12 candl-

Sanieg Gupta

‘dates were slmldls(ed_
The

y  recommended
Gupta for the role which
“was approved by 100 chair-

man fay shah,

Mehuli, Kiran and Esha
make teams for Asians
and World Cup

SHOKTING

NEW DELHI

Mehuli Ghosh, Kiran jad-
hav and Esha Singh are the
three shooters commaon in

of india (NRAD on
Monday, Mehuli makes the
Asian team in air rifle, and
the World Cup team in rifle

Man will shoot sports

pistol as well and will have

Esha  a simranpreet
team_

Esha will compete in air

staged
Ningbo, China, from ;ep—
tember 7 to 15
The Asian Champion-
ship will be hosted in
Shymkent, Kazal preciey
From. AuEUSE 16 1o 30

The tesene: an: wortd cup:
Alrrifie: Umamah

Mbderi Bocyar Singh
Parwar, Hirs] Kusriar

Som rifie 3 pasiion: Swapni
Faussnie, Babus Singh Panuwar, Kimn
Jasiherc

RiF PO At Shans, Mishant

Askan Champion sip: Air i
Rudrankish Patd, Arjun Babuta,
Kiran Jackas,
S0m rifle 3-pasttion: Chain
Singh, Ak Shecran, Aishwary
Pratap Singh Tomas.
Alr plstoli S3urabh Chaudbury,
o3 M. s

Afire pistal: Ani
ey Meera) Kumar, Adarsh

sinah.
Traps: Lakshay Sheoean, Kynan
hemai, Broneesh

e
Sarven.Aatv Choukses AnAen
Houdg

Air pistot: Suruchi Phogat, Palak
Sul

Dhilion, Mahestwssri Chauhan

Durand Cup from July 23 sans some

OLKATA

Emami East Bengal FC will

take on B Ly based
South United FC in
diture  of

wi it ar
the Salt Lake Stadium on
July

Positioned as the sea-
son-opener of Indian foot-
ball ever since it mowved our
of Delhi, the Durand Cup

ery group six
matches. The group win-
ners and best second-

to the quarterfinals, set for
August 16 and 17.

The semifinals are sche-
duled for August 19 amd 20
and the grand finale on Au-

must 23, The venues for the
Enockout rounds are yet to
be idenzified.

Uncertainty
What seems to be taking

strength for the last few
years. This may have hap-
pened due o the uncer-
tainty owver the fumre of
the Indian Super League,

ISL sides

Which has seen many of

holding
Tack the sare of their pre
ISL teams

Kolkata sides — Mohun Ba-

an Super Giant, Emami
East Bengal and Moham-

n Sporting FC - along
wjm Jamshedp ¥,

fierent services reams.

Coaches see room for improvement after
creditable show in World Boxing Cup

HOLKATA

With the selection for the
World champlnnshlps ap-
proaching fast, the Indian
boxers® per nce in the
second World Boxing Cup
in Astana, n, has
helped (he mach.zs assess
the situatl i
Vollowing (he tozerna:
sional Olyrop!
AOC) decislon 1o ucogilse
i

standing the fact thar Box-
g Federation of india is

ew
tion (Warld Boxing) In Fe-
bruary and retain boxing
in the 2028 Olympics. the
newly formed body
schaduled o rme Yo
mpionships in Liver
pon] from September 4 to

Building up for the elite
s

comperizion,
|

the MNational

championships, took silver

and Sanju (S0ke) ol
bronze

aimed a
Among men, Ahinash
Janmwal (ESkg), Hitesh Gu-

niikhil Dubey (75kg) and
Marender Berwal (90+kg)
ot bronze.

might track
While praising the boxers®
performance  in  quality
Fiebds, featuring Olympians
and professional =
from top natlons, women's
head coach D Chandralal
sald: “We focused on disci-

will complete her doping

‘ban and will join.
mMen's head coach Dhar-

Tern o o Natioal Fod 1a.




Sanjog Gupta named
new CEO of ICC

CRICKET

Press Trust of India
DUBAI

Indian media mogul San-
jog Gupta was on Monday
named the new Chief Exec-
utive Officer (CEO) of the
Jay Shah-led International
Cricket Council (ICC), re-
placing Australian Geoff Al-
lardice, who stepped down
before the Champions Tro-
phy earlier this year citing
personal reasons.

Gupta, who was serving
as the CEO (Sports & Live
Experiences) at JioStar, will
be taking charge of his new
role with immediate effect.
He will be the seventh CEO
of the ICC, which said it re-
ceived more than 2,500
applications from 25 coun-
tries from which 12 candi-

fi.

Sanjog Gupta.

dates were shortlisted.

The names were for-
warded to the Nomina-
tions Committee compris-
ing ICC deputy chairman
Imran Khwaja, ECB chair-
man Richard Thompson,
SLC president Shammi Sil-
va and BCCI secretary De-
vajit Saikia.

They  recommended
Gupta for the role which
was approved by ICC chair-
man Jay Shah.



Mexico wins CONCACAF Gold Cup
for record-extending 10th time

Agence France Presse
HOUSTON

Mexico defeated USA 2-1 to
retain the CONCACAF Gold
Cup and lift the title for a
record-extending 10th time
on Sunday.

An Edson Alvarez head-
er 13 minutes from time
completed a come-from-
behind victory for Mexico
after a typically hard-
fought tussle between the
North American
arch-rivals.

The win was no less
than Mexico deserved after
dominating for long pe-
riods against Mauricio Po-
chettino’s inexperienced
USA side, which went into
the tournament missing
several first-choice regu-
lars. Jimenez celebrated by

Cup of joy: Mexico proved the better side in the title clash. Arp

producing a shirt bearing
the name and number 20
of late former Wolver-
hampton Wanderers team-
mate Diogo Jota, the Liver-
pool and Portugal star who
died in a car crash in Spain
last week.

In the second-half, Mex-
ico looked the more threa-
tening side as USA strug-
gled to create anything at
the other end.

The breakthrough final-
ly came though in the 77th
minute when Johan Vaz-

3 . 14

2 BEY

- .. B

quez’s flick-on from a free-
kick was met by Alvarez
who powered a header in-
to the net past Freese.

The result: Final: USA 1 (Chris
Richards 4) lost to Mexico 2 (Raul
Jimenez 27, Edson Alvarez 77).



AL WA GLOBAL

ALLABOUT THE UAE'SNEW GOLDEN
VISASCHEME FORINDIANS

THE UNITED ARAB Emirates (UAE) gov-
ernment has introduced a new type of
golden visa for residents of India and
Bangladesh who seek life term residency
in the country.

The new program, which is based on
nomination, will award the UAE's golden
visa for life for a fee of AED 100,000
(around Rs 23 3 lakh), PITreported. It will
also do away with the current require-
ment of investing in property whose
value should be atleast AED 2 million (Rs
4,66 crore), or investing a large sum in
business in the UAE.

What are golden visas?

Individuals seeking to migrate to a
country are typically required to fulfil cri-
teria such as a minimum educational
qualification and/ or an offer letter from
a company to work there. This process
can be tedious and might take years.

A golden visa bypasses such require-
ments,and hedges onan individual's abil-
ity to pay a significant sum of money to
the host country, which can be in the
form of investments in government
bonds and real estate, etc.

Some countries offer a “golden pass-
port”, which is another route to gain cit-
izenship by investment.

Whatis the UAE's golden visa scheme?

The UAE's golden visa awards resi-
dency in the country for a period of be-
tween five and 10yearsto eligible candi-
dates without the need for a sponsor.

It allows “residents, foreign expatri-
ates and their families to come to work,
live and study in the country, and to have
the possibility of enjoying a long-term
residency”, according to the website of
the UAE's Federal Authority for Identity,
Citizenship, Customs & Port Security.

Toreceive the golden visa, candidates
should be public investors, investors in
real estate or entrepreneurs. “Eminent
persons” such as doctors, scientists,

PM Modi and UAE's President
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan in 2017. Reuters

artists, and athletes can also apply.

Sowhat has changed now?

Sources told PIT that the new nomi-
nation-based program will award golden
visa holders with lifetime residency in the
UAE, as opposed to the current policy of
between five and 10 years. For instance,
golden visa-holders in the real estate in-
vestor category may only enjoy residency
status for the duration of their project.

Applicants under the new programcan
obtain the approval for the golden visa from
theircountry and do not have to visit Dubai,
Rayad Kamal Ayub, managing director of
the Rayad Group consultancy, which has
been entrusted with testing the pilot phase
of the program, told PTI.

“After getting the Golden Visa, one
gets the freedom to bring his or her fam-
ily members to Dubai,” he said.

The consultancy will check the appli-
cant’s background, including anti-money
laundering and criminal record checks,
and their social media.

“The background check will also show
if and how the applicant can benefit the
UAE's market and business activities in
any other way, such as culture, finance,
trade, science, start-up, professional serv-
ices, etc.” Rayad Kamal said.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE



+« 1. What is the news?

 UAE government launched a new Golden Visa program for Indians and Bangladeshis, offering

lifetime residency through nomination.

» |t removes the earlier requirement of investing AED 2 million (4.66 crore) in property or business.

s« 2. What is a Golden Visa?

* Aresidency-by-investment scheme granting long-term stay without traditional visa processes

(education, job offer, etc.).

e Bypasses regular immigration hurdles by requiring financial contribution.



o 3. Features of the New Scheme
 Nomination-based lifetime visa for a one-time fee of AED 100,000 (approx 223.3 lakh).
* Applicable to:
» Public investors
* Entrepreneurs
 Eminent persons (doctors, scientists, artists, athletes)

* No property investment needed.

«f 4. Changes from Previous Policy
» Earlier: 5-10 years visa; now: lifetime residency.
e Previous investor visas tied to property value/project timelines.

« Now: can apply without visiting UAE.



Q. With reference to the UAE's new Golden Visa scheme for Indians, consider the following statements:
1. The scheme now provides lifetime residency through a nomination-based process.
2. It requires investment in real estate worth at least AED 2 million.
3. The visa is also available to professionals like doctors and scientists.
4. Applicants must first visit UAE to obtain the visa.
Which of the above statements are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B. 1and 3 only

C. 2 and 4 only
D. 1, 3 and 4 only









Behind record-breaking heat in Kashmir: long dry spells, rise in urbanisation

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JULY 7

ON SATURDAY, the maximum temperature
in Srinagar city reached a seven-decade
high, and Pahalgam recorded its highest day
temperature ever. This June was the hottest
in the Kashmir Valley in almost five decades.

It rained at several places
in the Valley on Monday, but
the heatis expected toreturn.
The Jhelum has gone dry in

CLIMATE

(December to February) temperatures fall
below freezing, there is heavy snowfall in
high-altitude areas, and moderate snow in
the plains.

The maximum temperature in summer
(June to August) can reach 36 degrees
Celsius in the urban areas. In resort towns
like Gulmarg and Pahalgam, the day tem-
perature is around 30 degrees. Western dis-
turbances bring rain from
time to time, making it cooler.
July and August are typically
the hottest months.

places, and most shops have
run out of air conditioners.

Why is this happening?

Kashmir’s climate

The Kashmir Valley has atemperate cli-
mate with four distinct seasons: spring,
summer, autumn, and winter. Spring
(March to May)and autumn (September to
November) are usually pleasant. In winter

Changes of late

In recent years, Kashmir’s weather has
become increasingly erratic. Dry spells have
become longer, and days hotter. In June, the
hottest in half a century, day temperatures
were about three degrees above normal.

The maximum temperature in the sum-
mer capital rose to 37.4 degrees, the high-
est since 1953, and the third-highest ever

HOTTEST DAYS IN SRINAGAR IN JUNE AND JULY

InJune(°C) InJuly(°C)

June29,1978 N 378 July 10,1946 |35 -3
June 27,1978 N 376 July5,1953 N 37.7
June 26,1978 N 375 July5,2025 N 374
June 28,1978 | 370 July 10,1999 S 370

June 30,1973 [N 36.7 July19,1997 S 36.6

June 25,2005 [ 36.5 July24,1967 [ 36.4

June 12,1980 [N 36.4

June25,1978 [ 361

July 28,2024 [ 362

July17,1999 N 361

June 14,1973 [ 36.0

July12,1979 N 36.0

June24,1977 [l 359

July 13,1979 i 357

recorded in the city. The hottest day on the
record is July 10, 1946, when the maximum
rose to 38.3 degrees.

Source: IMD

In Pahalgam, Saturday was the hottest
dayever recorded, with the maximum tem-
perature rising to 31.6 degrees, higher than

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

the 31.5 degrees last year.

Reasons to worry

Independent weather forecaster Faizan
Arif said the worry is the length of the hot
spell in the Valley. “We have had higher
temperatures in the past, but those were
isolated incidents,” Arif said. “This year, tem-
peratures have consistently stayed above
normal. Both maximum and minimum
temperatures have remained elevated.”

This is happening due toa combination
of factors, the director of the India
Meteorological Department in Srinagar,
Mukhtar Ahmad, said.

“First, global warming is causing tem-
peratures to rise worldwide,” Ahmad said.
“InKashmirin the past, whenever temper-
atures crossed 35 degrees Celsius, rainfall
would follow, bringing relief. But now we're
seeing extended dry spells.”

One of the main reasons for this is the re-
duced availability of water vapour, Ahmad

said. “There’s been very little snowfall in the
mountains, and whatever snow falls melts
by March, leaving the mountains bare.”

Ahmad also pointed to the role of urban
heatislands (UHIs), in which anurban ormet-
ropolitan areaissignificantly warmer thaniits
surrounding rural areas. UHIs are created by
rapid urbanisation and concretisation, and
the reduction in vegetation and the number
of water bodies. Concrete surfaces retain
more heat, causing temperatures to rise.

Urban areas in the valley — especially
Srinagar — have less green cover compared
to the surrounding rural areas. Vehicular
trafficand industrial activity further worsen
the situation.

“This was the hottest June since 1978,"
Ahmad had told The Indian Express earlier.
“The average day temperatures [ for June|
this year stood between 32 and 33 degrees
Celsius. This was some three degrees above
normal. The average minimum tempera-
tures, too, have stayed on the higher side.”



 Record temperatures: Srinagar hit a 7-decade high (37.4 °C on June 27 2025), highest since 1953;
Pahalgam saw a peak of 31.6 °C.

e Rain interruption: Brief showers didn’t break the heat trend. Air-conditioner sales and "out of stock”

notices surged across the Valley.

2. Climatic & Meteorological Factors
1. Changing seasonal patterns

» Four seasons in the Valley: pleasant spring/autumn; cold, snowy winters (Dec-Feb); traditionally

mild summers (June-Aug).
» Extended dry spells: fewer western disturbances - diminished June rainfall.
2. Urban Heat Islands (UHIs)

» Rapid urbanisation in Srinagar: concrete replacing green cover and water bodies - surfaces

absorb/retain more heat.

» Vehicular traffic & industrial activity add wa<te heat and pollutants.
e



3. Reduced snowpack & evapotranspiration

* Low winter snowfall in Pir Panjal = reduced spring meltwater = lower humidity and soil moisture

- higher daytime temperatures.
4. Global warming baseline shift

* Long-term trend: Himalayan region warming faster than global average (>1.5 °C since pre-

industrial) = raises both mean and extremes.

3. Historical Temperature Records
e Highest June in Srinagar:
e 1st-29 Jun1978: 37.8 °C
e 2nd -27 Jun1978: 376 °C
e 3rd-27 Jun 2025: 37.4 °C
e Highest July:
e 1st-10 Jul 1946: 38.3 °C
e 2nd -5 Jul1953: 37.7 °C

e 3rd -5 Jul 2025: 374 °C



Q1. Consider the following statements about the recent record heat in the Kashmir Valley:

1. Urban Heat Islands in Srinagar have been exacerbated by the loss of traditional orchart

wetlands.
2. Decrease in western disturbances has led to lower June rainfall in the Valley.

3. The highest ever temperature recorded in Srinagar was on July 10 1946.

Which of the statements is/are correct?
A.1and 2 only

B.1and 3 only

C. 2 and 3 only

D.1,2and 3



HOTTEST DAYS IN SRINAGAR IN JUNE AND JULY

InJune (°C)

June 29,1978 N 378
June 27,1978 [N 376
June 26,1978 [ 37.5
June 28,1978 | 37.0

June 30,1978 [N 36.7
June 25,2005 [N 36.5

June 12,1980 N 364
June 25,1978 [ 36.1

June 14,1973 [ 36.0

June 24,1977 N 35.9

In July (°C)

July 10,1946 383
July5,1953 Y 377
July5,2025 B 374
July 10,1999 N 37.0

July 19,1997 N 36.6

July 24,1967 N 36.4

July 28,2024 B 36.2

July 17,1999 N 36.1

July 12,1979 I 36.0

July 13,1979 8 35.7

Source: IMD



Over 250 million
workers to go on

strike tomorrow

MORE THAN 250 million
workers engaged in sectors
ranging from banking,
insurance, postal to coal
mining, highway and
construction are set to go on
a nationwide general strike
on Wednesday, potentially
disrupting services across
the country. Aforum of 10
central trade unions and their
associates have called the
strike to "oppose the anti-
worker, anti-farmer and anti-
national pro-corporate
policies of the government".



‘Respect for Lara’: Mulder declares short of world record

Getty Images

Bulawayo: Wiaan Mulder
stopped short on Monday of at-
tempting to break the record for
the highest score in Test history
out of his deeprespectfor original
record-holder Brian Lara.
Mulder made 367 not out for
South Africa in the second Test
against Zimbabwe here before
deciding — in his first match as
captain — to declare South Afri-
ca’s innings on 626/5 at lunch on
the second day. In reply;, Zimbabwe
were bowled out for 170 and were
51 for one in their second innings
after being forced to follow on.
Mulder was just 33 runs short
of Brian Lara’s record of 400 not
out for West Indies against Eng-
land in 2003-04. Given the rate at
which he scored his runs, off 334
balls, Mulder might not have
needed much more than half an

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

hour to climb to Test cricket’s
batting pinnacle. “First, I
thought we have enough and we
need to bowl,” Mulder said. “Sec-
ondly, Brian Lara is alegend, he
got 400 against England and for
someone of that stature to keep
that record is pretty special. If 1
get the chance again I'd probably
do the same thing.

“I was speaking to Shuks
(Proteas coach Shukri Conrad)
and he kind of said to me as well,
‘Let the legends keep the really
big scores.’ You never know what
my fate is or what is destined for
me. But Lara keeping that record
is exactly the way it should be.”

Mulder raced past Hashim
Amla’s previous best for South
Africa — 311 not out against
England at the Oval in 2012 —
and climbed to fifth on the world

MULDER

list before his declaration.
Mulder, 27, made his Test de-
but in Feb 2019 but did not score
his first half-century until his
25th innings in his 15th match
— 54 against Bangladesh last
Oct. Before that he had scored a
total of 401 runs — one more
than Lara’s single-innings re-
cord — at an average of 17.43.
Picked as an allrounder, his
bowling figures at that point

HIGHEST INDIVIDUAL SCORES IN TESTS

Runs | Balls | SR Batter For |Vs |Venue Series
582 |68.72 |BLlara WI |Eng | St. John's | 2003-04
437 |86.95 | M Hayden Aus | Zim | Perth 2003-04
538 [69.70 |BLlara WI |Eng | St. John's | 1993-94
572 |65.38 |M Jayawardene |SL |SA | Colombo {2006
334 |109.88 | W Mulder SA |Zim | Bulawayo | 2025
NA |NA G Sobers WI |Pak | Kingston | 1957-58
were better than his returns second Testagainst Bangladesh.
with the bat, although they were Having mainly batted low in

not outstanding — 25 wickets at
an average of 25.00.

He was not a guaranteed first-
choice player for a South African
team in search of a quality all-
rounder until Conrad gave him
his unequivocal backing. The tide
turned for Mulder after the half-
century in Mirpur. He made 105
not out in his next innings in the

the order — hisfirst century was
made at No. 7 — Conrad chose
him to fill the No. 3 batting posi-
tion in the Test side. Mulder isin
exalted company but given the
poor quality of Zimbabwe’s at-
tack, there are many statisticians
and Test cricket traditionalists
who are grateful that he did not
scale the summit. acencies




National Commission
for Minorities







*Genesis: The Minorities Commission (MC) was established in 1978 through a Ministry of
Home Affairs Resolution and was moved to the newly created Ministry of Welfare in 1984.

* |In 1988, the Ministry of Welfare excluded linguistic minorities from the
Commission’s jurisdiction.

Composition: It consists of a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson, and five Members,
all nominated by the Central Government but absence of a full body has led to concerns
over inefficiency.

* Each member must belong to one of the six notified minority
communities: Muslim, Christian, Sikh, Buddhist, Parsi, and Jain.




*Removal: The Central Government may remove the Chairperson or any
Member of the NCM if they:

Are adjudged insolvent,

Take up paid employment outside their duties,
Refuse or become incapable of acting,

Are declared of unsound mind by a court,
Abuse their office, or

Are convicted of an offence involving moral turpitude.




Muslims
Christians 2.3
Sikhs 1.7

Buddhists ; 0.7
Jains . 0.4
Total 19.30

Source : Census 2011




*Safeguards Related to Minorities:
* Article 29: Right of any section of citizens to conserve their distinct language, script, or culture.
* Article 30: Right of minorities to establish and administer educational institutions.

* Article 347: Special provision relating to the language spoken by a section of the population of
any State.

* Article 350-A: Provision for facilities for instruction in mother-tongue at the primary stage.

* Article 350-B: Provision for a Special Officer for Linguistic Minorities and his duties.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/minority-status-in-india

Drought Hotspots
Around the World 2023-
2025




*The UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and the
U.S. National Drought Mitigation Centre released a Drought
Hotspots Around the World 2023-2025 report highlighting
intensifying drought hotspots between 2023-2025.
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*Recommended Measures:

*Early Warning Systems: Establish real-time monitoring of drought and impact pathways to trigger faster
responses.

*Nature-Based Solutions: Restore watersheds, promote drought-resistant indigenous crops, and reforest
degraded lands.

*Gender-Sensitive Adaptation: Protect women and girls from drought-linked vulnerabilities such as child
marriage and education loss.

*Transboundary Cooperation: Protect river basins and trade routes through international partnerships.

*Drought-Resilient Infrastructure: Invest in off-grid power, water harvesting systems, and sustainable
agriculture technologies.

*Financial Mobilization: Scale up climate financing through platforms like IDRA for preparedness in developing
countries.




Penico: Peru’s Newly
Unearthed Ancient City



*Archaeologists have
discovered a 3,500-year-old
ancient city named Penico in

northern Peru. It likely served
as a major trade centre linking
Pacific, Andean, and
Amazonian cultures after the
decline of the Caral civilization.







Located in: Barranca Province, northern Peru, ~200 km north of
Lima.

Altitude: Situated on a hillside terrace ~600 meters above sea
level.

Time Period: Founded between 1800-1500 BCE, contemporary
to early civilizations of Egypt, Sumeria, and India.

Key Features of the Site:

* Urban Center Layout: A central circular structure surrounded by 18 identified
buildings made of stone and mud.

* Structures Found:
* Ceremonial temples
* Residential complexes
* Central plaza with sculpted reliefs




Word of the day

Desultory:

marked by lack of a definite plan or regularity or
purpose; jumping from one thing to another

Usa €. Afew people were dancing in a
desultory fashion.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/desultorypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /des.slt(a).i/, /dez.al.t(s).4i/




Join RASonly Jaipur — Ace
RAS 2025!

Looking for the best RAS offline coaching in Jaipur? Our
expert faculty, daily tests, and personalized guidance will
get you exam-ready!

S LIMITED,
_ )

@ 28-30, JDA Market, Shri Hans
Marg, Gopalpura Bypass Rd

Q, 9057143412

5
Y @ RASonl
@ , RAsonly

Request a Free Consultation

Name
Mobile Number

E-mail address

Submit Request

@ +9190571 43412

@ info.rasonly@gmail.com
OJol> Jolo)




Thank you
guys.
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