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"Winners are not people 
who never fail, but 

people who never quit."

































































National Commission 
for Minorities



The National Commission for Minorities (NCM) has been functioning without a 
Chairperson and several members since April 2025, following the retirement of its 
previous leadership.

What is the National Commission for Minorities?

About: It is a statutory body established under the National Commission for 
Minorities Act, 1992, with the vision to safeguard and protect the interests of 
minority communities. The first statutory Commission was constituted on 17th May 
1993.



•Genesis: The Minorities Commission (MC) was established in 1978 through a Ministry of 
Home Affairs Resolution and was moved to the newly created Ministry of Welfare in 1984. 

• In 1988, the Ministry of Welfare excluded linguistic minorities from the 
Commission’s jurisdiction. 

•Composition: It consists of a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson, and five Members, 
all nominated by the Central Government but absence of a full body has led to concerns 
over inefficiency. 

• Each member must belong to one of the six notified minority 
communities: Muslim, Christian, Sikh, Buddhist, Parsi, and Jain. 



•Removal: The Central Government may remove the Chairperson or any 
Member of the NCM if they: 

• Are adjudged insolvent,  

• Take up paid employment outside their duties,  

• Refuse or become incapable of acting,  

• Are declared of unsound mind by a court,  

• Abuse their office, or  

• Are convicted of an offence involving moral turpitude. 





•Safeguards Related to Minorities: 

• Article 29: Right of any section of citizens to conserve their distinct language, script, or culture. 

• Article 30: Right of minorities to establish and administer educational institutions. 

• Article 347: Special provision relating to the language spoken by a section of the population of 
any State. 

• Article 350-A: Provision for facilities for instruction in mother-tongue at the primary stage. 

• Article 350-B: Provision for a Special Officer for Linguistic Minorities and his duties. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/minority-status-in-india


Drought Hotspots 
Around the World 2023-

2025



•The UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and the 
U.S. National Drought Mitigation Centre released a Drought 
Hotspots Around the World 2023-2025 report highlighting 
intensifying drought hotspots between 2023–2025.





India and Drought Hotspots:

Monsoon Variability: India faces increasing intra-seasonal rainfall variability, 
worsening water security and crop yield uncertainties.

Food Price Vulnerability: As droughts reduce rice and sugar output in Asia, 
India sees rising pressure on food prices and inflation.

Hydrological Stress: River basins such as Godavari and Krishna face recurrent 
drought conditions due to over-extraction and mismanagement.



Factors Driving Drought Hotspots:

Climate Change: Rising global temperatures intensify evapotranspiration, leading to prolonged dry 
spells and failed rains.

El Niño Amplification: The 2023–2024 El Niño event exacerbated dry conditions across critical 
agricultural belts worldwide.

Overexploitation: Unsustainable groundwater extraction, deforestation, and mismanaged 
irrigation aggravate hydrological imbalance.

Poor Governance: Inadequate early warning systems and lack of adaptive land and water policies 
deepen vulnerability.



•Recommended Measures:
•Early Warning Systems: Establish real-time monitoring of drought and impact pathways to trigger faster 
responses.
•Nature-Based Solutions: Restore watersheds, promote drought-resistant indigenous crops, and reforest 
degraded lands.
•Gender-Sensitive Adaptation: Protect women and girls from drought-linked vulnerabilities such as child 
marriage and education loss.
•Transboundary Cooperation: Protect river basins and trade routes through international partnerships.
•Drought-Resilient Infrastructure: Invest in off-grid power, water harvesting systems, and sustainable 
agriculture technologies.
•Financial Mobilization: Scale up climate financing through platforms like IDRA for preparedness in developing 
countries.



Penico: Peru’s Newly 
Unearthed Ancient City



•Archaeologists have 
discovered a 3,500-year-old 
ancient city named Penico in 
northern Peru. It likely served 
as a major trade centre linking 
Pacific, Andean, and 
Amazonian cultures after the 
decline of the Caral civilization.





Located in: Barranca Province, northern Peru, ~200 km north of 
Lima.

Altitude: Situated on a hillside terrace ~600 meters above sea 
level.

Time Period: Founded between 1800–1500 BCE, contemporary 
to early civilizations of Egypt, Sumeria, and India.

Key Features of the Site:

• Urban Center Layout: A central circular structure surrounded by 18 identified 
buildings made of stone and mud.

• Structures Found:
• Ceremonial temples
• Residential complexes
• Central plaza with sculpted reliefs







Thank you 
guys.
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