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Calmness is not weakness; it 
is control under pressure.











Point Details

Countries involved Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Türkiye

Agreement Mecca Joint Defence Agreement

Core principle
An armed attack against any one member would be treated as an attack 
against all three

Main objective
Collective deterrence, defence cooperation, burden-sharing and regional 
security

Leaders shown
Türkiye President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman, Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif

Nature of pact
Turkish government describes it as a “defence-oriented partnership”, not 
directed against any particular country

Why important
Brings together a NATO member (Türkiye), a nuclear-armed state (Pakistan), 
and a major Gulf power (Saudi Arabia)



Areas of cooperation
The joint statement refers to enhancement of “all aspects of 
defence cooperation” among the three

Saudi–Pakistan background
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan had already signed a Strategic 
Mutual Defence Agreement in September 2025

Regional background
Comes amid instability involving Israel–Iran tensions, 
Yemen/Houthi attacks, Red Sea security and Pakistan–
Afghanistan tensions

Strategic message
Indicates increasing security coordination among three major 
Muslim-majority states



Country What it brings to the partnership

 Saudi Arabia

Money, energy resources, strategic geography, 

influence in Arab/Islamic world and very high 

defence expenditure

 Pakistan

Nuclear weapons, large standing army, missile 

capability, combat experience and longstanding 

military relations with Saudi Arabia

 Türkiye

NATO experience, advanced defence industry, 

drones, missiles, naval capability and strategic 

position connecting Europe–West Asia

Combined advantage
Finance + manpower/nuclear deterrence + 

defence technology



• Why Saudi Arabia needs such an arrangement

• Saudi Arabia has historically depended heavily on the United States 
for its external security, but developments in the region have 
encouraged Riyadh to diversify its security relationships.

• The article points to repeated security challenges involving:

• Houthi attacks from Yemen 

• Iranian-linked regional threats 

• attacks against Saudi oil infrastructure 

• Red Sea maritime insecurity 

• broader Iran–Israel tensions. 

• Saudi Arabia therefore has an incentive to create additional layers of 
security cooperation rather than depend exclusively on one external 
power.

• Saudi strategy could increasingly look like:

• US security relationship + Pakistan military cooperation + Turkish 
defence technology + domestic Saudi military capability

• rather than choosing only one partner



• Türkiye has developed capabilities in areas such as:

• UAVs and combat drones 

• missiles 

• electronic warfare 

• naval vessels 

• helicopters 

• armoured vehicles 

• air-defence systems. 

• Turkish companies have also become significant defence exporters.

• Therefore, Türkiye could provide the technological and defence-industrial component of 
the partnership.





















The Supreme Court has agreed to examine whether the Digital 
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023 has weakened the 
Right to Information Act, 2005, particularly by expanding the 
protection available to "personal information."

The central issue is a conflict between two fundamental 
democratic interests:

Citizen's right to know / transparency  Individual's right to 
privacy

The Court's concern, as reported in the article, is whether the 
newer DPDP framework has effectively imposed an "en bloc 
embargo" on disclosure of personal information that previously 
could sometimes be disclosed under RTI.



Issue Earlier RTI Act framework After DPDP Act amendment

Relevant provision Section 8(1)(j), RTI Act DPDP Act amended Section 8(1)(j)

Personal information
Exempt, but subject to 
qualifications/exceptions

Petitioners argue exemption has 
become much broader

Public-interest test
Important safeguard permitting 
disclosure in appropriate cases

Concern that this balancing 
mechanism has been weakened

Privacy Protected Stronger protection

Transparency Greater scope for disclosure
Critics fear significantly reduced 
access

Investigative journalism
RTI could sometimes help obtain 
information involving officials/public 
activity

Journalists fear refusal merely 
because information is "personal"

Court's question —
Has the new law effectively 
repealed/undermined the earlier 
transparency framework?





• Supreme Court's key challenge

• The Court essentially has three interests to reconcile:

• Privacy

•

• Transparency

•

• Public interest

• The Court could potentially interpret the laws 
harmoniously rather than treating one as completely 
overriding the other.

• This is why the Court reportedly observed that the two 
laws need to be harmonised.

•
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Punjab's School-Education Turnaround



Indicator Punjab Kerala / Comparison

Class III – Language proficiency 82% Kerala: 75%

Class III – Mathematics proficiency 78% Kerala: 70%

Class IX – Mathematics proficiency 52% Kerala: 45%

Govt schools with electricity 99.9% Nearly universal

Govt schools with functional computers 99% —

Schools with smart classrooms 80%+ Haryana reported at 50.3%

Schools with internet connectivity 88.9% Haryana reported at 78.9%

Student–teacher ratio 22:1 Improved

Class X → XI transition 90%+ Indicates relatively low dropout at this transition

Schools of Eminence 118 Major state initiative

Govt-school students clearing JEE Main 786 reported —

Govt-school students qualifying NEET 1,284 reported —

Teachers/staff recruited 13,000+ reported —





Learning 

outcome
Punjab Kerala

Punjab 

advantage

Class III 

Language
82% 75%

+7 percentage 

points

Class III 

Mathematics
78% 70% +8 pp

Class IX 

Mathematics
52% 45% +7 pp



Bhawana Kanth becomes 
India's first woman Fighter 
Combat Leader



• Squadron Leader Bhawana 
Kanth became the first woman 
pilot in the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
to successfully complete the 
Fighter Combat Leader (FCL) 
course at the Tactics and Air 
Combat Development 
Establishment (TACDE), Gwalio





Point Details

Officer Squadron Leader Bhawana Kanth

Service Indian Air Force

Achievement
First Indian woman to complete the Fighter Combat 
Leader course

Date 6 August 2026

Training institution TACDE

Location Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh

Course duration reported 20 weeks

Purpose Advanced air-combat tactics and leadership

Significance
Opens another elite operational leadership role to 
women fighter pilots



TACDE Remember

Full form
Tactics and Air Combat Development 
Establishment

Service Indian Air Force

Current location associated with the 
course

Gwalior

Function
Advanced fighter tactics and air-combat 
training

FCL Fighter Combat Leader

Importance
Produces highly trained tactical 
leaders/instructors



Fighter pilot Importance

Bhawana Kanth
First batch of women fighter 
pilots; now first woman FCL

Avani Chaturvedi First batch

Mohana Singh First batch



Ladakh to introduce India's first High-
Altitude Wildlife Safari



Point Details

Initiative India's first High-Altitude Wildlife Safari

Location Ladakh

Type Wildlife/ecotourism initiative

Major attraction High-altitude Himalayan/trans-Himalayan wildlife

Flagship animal Snow leopard

Other focus Bird watching and high-altitude biodiversity

Operating model Guided wildlife experiences

Important feature Local-community participation

Larger objective Conservation + livelihood + responsible tourism





Species Importance

 Snow leopard Flagship high-altitude predator

Kiang Tibetan wild ass

Tibetan wolf High-altitude predator

Blue sheep/Bharal Important snow-leopard prey

Ibex Mountain ungulate

Black-necked crane Iconic high-altitude bird

Himalayan/other high-altitude 
birds

Important for bird tourism



• Why Ladakh needs controlled tourism
• Tourism creates income, but Ladakh's environment is exceptionally fragile.
• Major concerns include:
• Water scarcity
• Waste generation
• Vehicle pressure
• Disturbance of wildlife
• Habitat fragmentation
• Grazing pressure
• Human-wildlife conflict
• Climate change
• The Ladakh Forest, Ecology & Environment Department itself identifies balancing 
tourism, grazing pressure and fragile ecosystems—particularly Changthang—as a 
challenge. 
• So a wildlife safari can only be considered successful if tourism is regulated and low-
impact.



Risk Why important

Too many vehicles Wildlife disturbance

Off-road driving Damages fragile vegetation

Tourist crowding Stress on species

Waste High-altitude ecosystems recover slowly

Water demand Ladakh is water-stressed

Wildlife chasing Ethical/conservation problem

Excess construction Habitat fragmentation

Unequal revenue distribution Communities may not receive benefits



Protected area Important association

Hemis National Park Famous snow-leopard landscape

Changthang High-Altitude Cold Desert Wildlife 
Sanctuary

Kiang, snow leopard, black-necked crane

Karakoram (Nubra–Shayok) Wildlife Sanctuary High-altitude wildlife ecosystem









Thank you ☺
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