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Bihasr has
the lowest
sex ratio
at birdh

it is also the only State that has
seen its sex ratio at birth declining
consistently since 2020

Canada PM defends G-7
invite to Modi, says India
fifth largest economy

With infections rising,
what is the COVID-19
situation in India?

Gauff edges Sabalenka,
wins her maiden
French Open title
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Five more

killed
on the fourth day

RAIPUR
Five more Macists wens kified
by security forces during an
onEoINg operation in the
Indrauats National Park area of

Pramber of Macists kilked in the
operation to seven. 3 PAGE 3

Bengaluru
stampede: KSCA
officials resign

BENGALURU
Two key office-bearers of the
Kamataka State Cricket
Associstion (KSCA} have quit
their posts, taking moral
responsibility for the stampede
that occurred at the

three FIRs. 1 PAGE 2

N d to def:

Centre set to resume talks
with Kuki-Zo insurgents

No immediate extension of

nsion of

erations

ct: it will be renegotiated with stringent

norms; it was signed in 2008 and extended each yvear till 2024 when Manipur govt. pulled out

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he Union Home Mi-

ks
in Manipur after a gap of
two years.

A’senior government of-
ficial told The Hindu that
the suspension of opera-
tions (SoO) pact with the

The So0 framework has
to be in existence before
any “political solution™ can

gence Bureau officials on
June 9.

Changing demands
Before May 2023, when

ethnic viclence erupted in
the State, the primary de-
mand of the SoO groups
was to have autonomous
councils within

us after loss in
Maharashtra: EC

~NEW DELEI
©On a day when the Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, levelled
allegaticns of iregulanties in
the 2024 Maharashtra
Assembly election yet again,
the Election Commission on
Saturday sakd it was “absind
%o “defame” the poll body after
“arry ble verdict by
the voters™. » PAGE &

Manipur. After the conflict

o
nistry and the So0 groups.

Obstacle course

A secies of effort:

Seeking resclution: Kul
agairst fr

One of the conditions
that has been set forth to
hold further talks is the re-
moval of SoO camps from

ations close to the valley
districts, which are domi-

the existing 14 to seven.

-Zo women protest
ehicies in
handpur in March. sreca

MAY 3. 2023: Tuserty-five Kubi-Zo

the Manipur government
of using the State machin-

be no immediate extension
of the 50O pac h pro-
tects the Ihentifed cadres
fr, st and criminal
cases if they follow ground
rules. It will be extended
only after the negotiation s
said.

Meitei groups have ac-
cused the SoO groups of
out actacks
Quring and aftes the ethnic
violence between the Kuki-
Zo and Meitei people.
which erupted In the State
on May 3, 2023,
claimed the fives of 250 pe-
cple, displacing more than
000 from their homes.
O armer Mamipur Chict

Minister N. Biren Singh

claimed that  the sSoO
sroup: Violared

Sround rule. ac-

instig:
Sd the ethnic violence. The
S0O groups have accused

‘Separate set of rules”
~Some camps will have to
be shut down, few have to

formulated Without ks m-
plementation,

pact cannot be extendede
the official said.

After a_peace pact is
signed with an insurgent
group, the cadres are ex-
pected to stay in ear-
marked camps.

advisar (Noe
Eareac officals

Preast), NHA and Intemgens

by a monitoring
decmed by

mpresenmnve

said: “The talks are

held in Delhi after a hiatus.

1t will be a preliminary
with the

meeting Centre.”
Around 2,200 cadres of
the SoO compris-

sroups —
ing the United People’s
Pron (L0w) and the ki
Natiol

Naidu confident PM will
address Southern States’
concern on delimitation

HYDERABAD

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nak-
du has said he is confident

States detimitation
based only on population
will reduce their represen-
tation in Parliament. Mr.

with everybody and then
take forward [the delimita-
tion exercisel,” he

Mr. Naidu spoke to The
Hindu at his private resi-
dence in the city on a wide
range of issues as he com-
pletes the first year of his
third term as Chief A
tes, that started on June 12,
2024. Mr Naidu had
played a critical role in
2001 when the NDA was in
power. In the consensus

Ihe demand (For fair delimicari
Vhen the
come with a policy. and if then there i

made 1o ©

for south India, we can
anyvthing. if you

TANDRABAB DU
Andilura Pradests Chief Mintser

se it itis ¢

1 s betng
(the Centre)
any pro
. Without having

2y poti

explaining the 2001 deci-
sion and the present situa-
tion. ~._we have to keep

our sentiment Intact. (Ra-
garding] delimitation, ap-
propl'lale policy will come.

BKNOY. ummgua organisa-

= delay the interState re-

cadres are encitled to a sti-
pend  of 26,000 per
month, which has not

d since the vio-
lence erupted.

The S0O agreement was
signed in the aftermath of
the KukiNaga clashes in
the 1990s when hundreds
were killed. The insurgent

inde-

tion are accounted for, and
regular checks are con-

groups an
pendent land for the Kuki-
Zo people.

tary rep(esenmtlo-n for 25
years, uneil 2026.
~That

me also.. be-
cause of the sentiment {of
the Southern Seates] ic was
That time. we
(hough!_ in south India, we
were able to control popu-
lation.... thas is
india will control
population. Today. we
have realised population is
an asset, not hability. So
north India has more pop-
ulation. They have done a
good job..~ Mr. Naidu said.

The Prime Minister s very
clear that he wants to keep
nattonal interest...
important...-

Mr. Naidu said he had

said in response to a
on.

e Maidu repeated his
call for faster population

growth where

successful in any part of
Sout!

world. S, India

the
ic changes -broadly” in
etings ar NITI Aayos.
but did not have an oppor-
to speak t the

has not
s
priate time [ will talk] ~ he

papuhllon m.magqmem

economic pro-
gress People are not hav-
ing children now. So we

ment. You have to do. he
sai

Delhi and Rajasthan begin storing
fingerprints, iris scans of arrestees

NEW DELSI

The police in Delhi and Ra-

scans of all those arrested
and others of

Due to the limiations of

blood
ples, is yet mbemnedom
police officials sal

Theae. Dlomerris s
ples are being collected
since March in compliance
with the Criminal Proce-

Biometric samples are being collected since March in compiance
with the Criminal Procedure Identification Act >

ice and Central investigat-
agencies to collect,
store and analyse physical
and biological samples.
Though the Act and its
Rules do not _explicitly
1

Identification Act,

The Act enables the pol-
cm
*

DNA samples and face-

uch
will also be rolled out in

<collection of finger-impres

sions, palm-prints, foot-
prints, photographs, iris
and retina scans, physical
and biological sampiles and
their analysis, and beha-
vioural

Don’'t equate India with Pakistan,
Jaishankar tells David Lammy

NEW DELS

India expects its partmers
to understand its “policy of

zero tolerance™ on terro-
rism, Affairs

or any other examination.
NCRB  has held

meetings with forensic lab-

oratories to

DNA loci pointers ae he

1.300
spread across police dis-

der the Criminal Proce-
dure Sys-
tem, which it has

tricts,
andSpectal Tuveeigation
Units at ate
headquarters.

has
tasked with | Irnplen)enﬂng

the Act and has finalised
the Smndard Operating
o be

Rajasthan Director Gen-
eral of Police U.R. Sahoo
t03d The Hindu that the Act
has been kmplemented in
some police districts.

A Delhi Police official

by als.
such guidelines
been completed for the

persons,
whether they have been ar-
rested or not.

nister
\1xldng Bmsh lnrelgn =
Sanuday addlng hat (he
country <ot ot =

nance” equating ~perpe-
trators of evil~ with their

stern  statement

o
External Affairs Minister S_ Jaishankar meets UK Foreign Secretary

David Lammy, in New Delbs,

d.\a has repeatedly denled
ird country’s role in

he four-day confiict bee-

wee

after the Pahalg:.vn terror

.
and confidence-building
measures between India

and Pakistan_

ac “We practise a pol-
icy of zero tolerance
against and ex-

© rs to under-

countenance perpetrators

on Saturday. axi

of evil being put at par with
aisha:

words are part of
matic pushback by the go-

vernment against other
countries over
as India’s “hyphenation™

with Pakistan in the after-
math of Operation N
door, where many coun-

alation
ing s day conflict,
ent has fac
RS trm Opposi-
tion over U.S. President
"s claim that

Qlscassed  between  Mr
Jaishankar and Mr. Lam-
my. Mr. Lammy met with

Br. Jaishankar referred
to the India-UK. FTA, as a

“milestone~ in ties, and
the potential of ocher bilat-
eral agreements to “pro-
pel” ties forward.

-+




Delhi and Rajasthan begin storing
fingerprints, iris scans of arrestees

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The police in Delhi and Ra-
jasthan have become the
first in India to record,
store, and analyse biomet-
ric data such as finger-
prints and retina and iris
scans of all those arrested
and others accused of
crimes.

Due to the limitations of
forensic capabilities, the
collection of DNA, likely
drawn from blood sam-
ples, is yet to be rolled out,
police officials said.

These biometric sam-
ples are being collected
since March in compliance
with the Criminal Proce-
dure Identification Act,
which was passed by Par-
liament in 2022 and has
now come into effect on a
pilot basis in Delhi and Ra-
jasthan after three years.

The Act enables the pol-

(ad V|

Biometric samples are being collected since March in compliance
with the Criminal Procedure Identification Act. AP

ice and Central investigat-
ing agencies to collect,
store and analyse physical
and biological samples.
Though the Act and its
Rules do not explicitly
mention the collection of
DNA samples and face-
matching procedures, the
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) has in-
formed State police offi-
cials that such measures
will also be rolled out in
B

around 1,300 locations
spread across police dis-
tricts, commissionerates,
and Special Investigation
Units at State
headquarters.

The NCRB has been
tasked with implementing
the Act and has finalised
the Standard Operating
Procedure to be followed
by police officials.

Such guidelines have
been completed for the

collection of finger-impres-
sions, palm-prints, foot-
prints, photographs, iris
and retina scans, physical
and biological samples and
their analysis, and beha-
vioural attributes including
signatures, handwriting,
or any other examination.

The NCRB has held
meetings with forensic lab-
oratories to finalise the
DNA loci pointers to be
used in DNA profiling un-
der the Criminal Proce-
dure (Identification) Sys-
tem, which it has
developed.

Rajasthan Director Gen-
eral of Police U.R. Sahoo
told The Hindu that the Act
has been implemented in
some police districts.

A Delhi Police official
said that such data is being
recorded for all accused
persons, irrespective of
whether they have been ar-
rested or not.




* Delhi and Rajasthan have become the first states in India to
implement the Criminal Procedure (ldentification) Act, 2022 by
collecting biometric and biological data—including fingerprints,
palm-prints, iris and retina scans—of arrestees and accused persons.



€ 1. What's Being Implemented?

o States involved: Delhi and Rajasthan

® Biometric data collected includes:

Fingerprints, palm prints, footprints

Iris and retina scans

Photographs

Signatures, handwriting
o Also involves:
* Collection of physical and biological samples

« Behavioural attributes (if applicable)



¢ 2.Legal Framework: Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act,
2022

Aspect Details
Enacted Passed by Parliament in 2022
Purpose Allow police and investigating agencies to collect, store, and analyze

biometric/biological data of arrestees

Coverage All accused persons, irrespective of whether they are convicted
Implementing Agency National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
SOP Finalised Standard Operating Procedures shared with state police forces

Pilot Started March 2025 in Delhi and Rajasthan



¢ 3.Operational Details

« 9 Around 1,300 locations (police districts, commissionerates, special units)
« ¢ DNA collection not yet rolled out due to forensic limitations

* 4 Meetings held with forensic labs to define DNA loci pointers for future profiling

@ 4. Statements from Officials

e Delhi Police: Data is being recorded for all accused, whether arrested or not.

» Rajasthan Police (U.R. Sahoo): Pilot implementation in selected districts is ongoing.




C. Ethical & Constitutional Concerns (GS IV & Essay)

 Pros:
» Helps in faster identification of repeat offenders
» Strengthens forensic-backed policing
e Cons:
» Potential misuse of data
 Absence of comprehensive data protection law

» May violate bodily autonomy and due process rights
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NIA charges Goldy Brar. four
others for Gurugram blasts

The National Investigation Agency (N1A) has filed
a five

ased designated “terrorist’ Satinderjit
Singh. aliae Goldy Brar, in connection with the
twin bomb attacks at clubs in Gurugram,

Rand, . alias Randeep Malik.
‘The NIA has invoked provisions under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the Arms Act. the
Explosive BCes ACs, and the Unlawhi
Activities ( Goldy Brar

Preven “Barring
and l-landeep AN Sli others have beots Srrested
the case,” the agency

Govt. eases procurement
norms for research labs

Finance Ministry allows select institutions to buy

comes amid

s from

ent outside the GEM portal: move

over sub-st

d materials

their research

NEW DELHI
e R e
from scientists
sub-standard

Squipment affecting
resear

procured
equipment, through a cir-
cular issued on June 5.

The

first _ significant
change was allowing affi-
listed scientific institutions

Sonia Gandhi visits hospital in
Shimla for routine check-up

leader Sonia Gandhi on Snmndzy
visited the a Gandhi Medical College
Hospital (IGMC) in Himachal Fradeshy shhnnla

w0 IGMC

had come for a routine medical l:heckup asa

part of preventive and diagnostic care. A few
medical checks were conducted under the
supervision of specialized doctors, and she was

mexdically fit and fine, zald the spokesperson in a

wer
mmlned \\'l:hnut disturbing the visit
Seided. The fermer Congress president ia 1 |
Shirmla on a personal vistt Along with
Gaughter briyania Gandhi Wadr,

Department of Posts seeks
feedback on Digipin service
The Deparu’nem ufm has sought the

citizens. dg\velopers. and institutions, for refining
s GPS-based s locator service Digip
o o official The postal
gdepartment had announced the launch of ‘Know
‘our Digipin’ and *Know Your Pin Code” on May
in .l.gnmem with the National Geospatial
Policy, 2022, which envisions an advanced

Sna public service delivery. The Digipin inftiative
aims to simplify location on mapping, enhance

prtired s b et il i

YouTuber remanded to police
Custs on espio; ch.

The Haryana Police had summoned

FPunjab-based YouTuber Jasbir Singh on june 6 in

thejyoct espionage c before he
could join the investigation. he was mesxed by

the Punjab Police, his counsel sald on Saturday.

enied the charge that Singh was an agent of
s spy agency
@SD. A court on Saturday it linail days

Rupnagar ct, was running a YouTul

nel, “jaanh v over 11 lakh
sul 2 travel and cooking viogs. =
SUDOKU

a
8

oo

8
P2

5

1

CIFFICULTY RATING Yoo e e

sotution to Sudetn
2869 5/134
19/4a3 7682
4 2 1 7SS9
63849527
975326841
84571963
37162495
518983276
8 2i75al318

0
22 [

Existing norms require all
government purchases
from lapeops to =

B

he crcular has also doubled the ceiling on

£00ds acquired by departments without Guotations. F1.2 PHOTO

to be made with the cheap-

est  vendor identified

o the GEM portal.
As The Hindu had pre-

s
allowed Directors of select

universities to make “non-

~ he told The
Hindu. ~This reverts to

where institute heads had

was
often a stumbling block for
who

place  procurement of

and

conforming to high quality
standards to replicate ex-

periments. The vendors of
fhe GEM, scientists had
told The Hindu, were often
unable to meet such stan-

scientists had to first esta-
blish that the

The Director of a lead-
ing blology institute, who

3
The circular ako allows

heads of sclentific institu-

tions to approve glnbal

tender

$200 crore. Prior to this,

Secretaries
s: scarcely be- — such as the heads of the
lieve~ that the Dy nd
had eased procurement De'punmnl

major demand from the
anda

wares were on
the site. This often led to
delays and compromise on

after
2019. It is a positive deve-
lopment and should great-
1y ease research and deve-

scientist told The Hindu.

The circular has also
doubled

der enquiries, the upper Ii-
mit was Increas. from
TSO lakh to T1 crore. These

choosing vendors.
Howev:

consu and meant
only fc ganisations affi-
Hated to the Mi

Science and Technology,
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research, De-
partment of Atomic Ener-
£y and Space.

il of Medical Research.
indian Council for Agricul

under various Mi

exi-
bility for research institu-

thons — empowering shein
o innovate faster.” He cre-
Gited Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi for the “trans-
form™_

Consistent dip

i

Bihar sex ratio drops
from 964 to 891 in
two years: CRS data

NEW DELHI

Bihar has recorded lhe

births and deaths and
Y

COVID undercount

While the 2021 CRS report
registered a total of 102.2
lakh deaths for the vear,
suggesting that the inicial

trar- General of India (RGD.
g, bar s the State

s sex ratio at
it Srm deduﬂng con-

2020, the State reported
of 964, which re-
duced to 908 in 2021, be-
fore further dipping to 891
in 2022,

The next Assembly elec-
ton will be held in Biharla-
ter this yea:
Ocher Seates in the lower
SRB bracket for were
906), Telan-

Bihar pushes up its Ayushman
Bharat health insurance coverage

Gava

Bihar is now among
States leading in the e

to data released by
State government.
As part of its drive to en-

rnment-

e S T S e S p——

rolmens rate_
The

flagship health insu-

rance scheme, launched in

2018, offers  cashless
of

or ¥
and tertiary care hospitali-
satian for the economically
weaker

up
to 5 lakh per family per
ear.

S04 (IROC 2000 Hata o im-

71,000 crore in out-of-pocket medical expenses. GETTY IMAGES

scheme. Shallesh Chandea

The State hiae aleo resls
lered enrolment of
Lakh persons under he # A,\
ushman a vandana
card (for senlor citizens 70
years and above).
According to the State
the

than 2.83 crore Ayushman
were created n

Officer. ulhar swaa.hya u-
faksh Saemid

24
1t has also helped benef-
iciaries save owver 21,000
crore in  out-of-pocket
medical within a
single year.
Ayushman The State is now trying
to rope in _eligible indivi-

Bharat, said on the recent
focus to expand the cover-
age_ In February 2024, the
National Food S Act
(NFSA)  database
adopted and coverage was
provided to all NFSA-regis-
tered family m. s

was

duals who have not opted
for the scheme.

gana (907). and Gujarat
(908). On the other hand.
Nagaland was the State
with the highest SRB at

am-u. egdm(ﬂ on fertili-

X are
empanelied under the
schenm. S0% of which are

e hospitals, a senior
Bihar heats otcial o

and
e ead rates and

of
COVID-19 deaths for the

The CRS 2022 data
further showed that the
number of registered

births had seen an increase
across the country, with a
total of 254.4 lakh births

general trend of registered
births rising despite occa-
stomal dipa.

ries such as
Kerata, THimachal Pradesh,
Pun)ab Ihi saw a

ral trend of registered
Births  dedining despite
fAuctuations.

Of the total registered
births, the share of males
\A& S2.4% whereas the

of females was
A7 s-s the CRS report for
2022 id. It added that

while about 43% of the

ﬁou'n 1.24 lakh the previous
Y=t the total registered

that 59.5% of the deaths
were in rural India while
40.5% were in urban areas.

Helicopter to Kedarnath
makes emergency landing

draprayag district
e pﬂ.o( R.P.S. Sodhi,

sustained minor injuries.
“A helicopeer of Kestrel
Aviation Private Limited
Aemlopiadt = onctincal ity
ng take-off on Satur-
dzy afternoon. The pilot.
realising the situation on
time, made an emergency
landing on the road near-
by, which averted a major
a ™S

Close shave: People gather near a helicopter after it made an
emenzency landing 3t Badasu in Rudragrayag Gstrict. Pi

However, the

and was ly ta-
to the hospital.” sai
Rudrapryag .

the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation been
nocified, and the rest of the
shurtle

Centre is trying to frame
me: former J&K Governor

NEW DELHI

Former Jammu and Kash-
mir Governo Saz)apal Mz-
lik said on Saturday tha

In a post on X in Hindi.
AMr. Malik said, “The tender
they wans 10 implicate me
m personally
Canccliedt had Informed
the Prime Minister about

route since its beg:nnlng in

May.
e |

Satyapal Masic

Mr. Malik said he had

rel,
“My condition is becoming
very serious. Whether 1
survive or not, 1 want to tell

hrlba of up to 2150 crore,

bu like my political men-
tor, the late farmer leade:
ch.

Charan smgt. i

case in which Mr.
Malik has been chargesh-
smad, trvobosk thie swaret
ing of 2,200 crore worth
el worka for the Kirs
Hydroel Iecr.rl-:

government
pur all ks srength into de.
faming me... what did you

edalng: e e yous o*

wealth today, I would be
gecting treatment in a priv-
ate hospital,” he said.

¢

Amx

-




Bihar sex ratio drops
from 964 to 891in
two years: CRS data

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Bihar has recorded the
lowest sex ratio at birth for
2022 among all States and
Union Territories, report-
ing just 891 girls born for
every 1,000 boys, accord-
ing to the Civil Registration
System (CRS) vital statistics
report, released this week
by the Office of the Regis-
trar- General of India (RGI).

Bihar is the only State
that has seen its sex ratio at
birth (SRB) declining con-
sistently since 2020, the
year from which this data
is available for the State. In
2020, the State reported
an SRB of 964, which re-
duced to 908 in 2021, be-
fore further dipping to 891
in 2022.

The next Assembly elec-
tion will be held in Bihar la-
ter this year.

Other States in the lower
SRB bracket for 2022 were
Maharashtra (906), Telan-
gana (907), and Gujarat
(908). On the other hand,
Nagaland was the State
with the highest SRB at
1,068, followed by Aruna-
chal Pradesh (1,036), La-
dakh (1,027), Meghalaya
(972), and Kerala (971). As-
sam, which had reported
the lowest SRB for 2021 at
863, showed a spike in
2022, reporting 933.

Delayed reports
A month after the Office of
the RGI released the CRS,
Sample Registration Sys-
tem (SRS) and Medical
Cause of Certification of
Causes of Deaths (MCCD)
reports for 2021 after a
four-year delay, the go-
vernment this week re-
leased the data from CRS
and MCCD for 2022. Ho-
wever, the Sample Regis-
tration System statistical
report for 2022 has not yet
been put out in public.
The SRS is the largest
demographic survey in the
country, meant to provide
annual estimates on fertili-
ty and mortality indicators
such as birth rates and
death rates. The CRS re-
port and MCCD report pro-
vide data on registered

births and deaths and
causes of medically certi-
fied registered deaths
respectively.

COVID undercount

While the 2021 CRS report
registered a total of 102.2
lakh deaths for the year,
suggesting that the initial
government reporting of
COVID-19 deaths for the
year was an under-esti-
mate, the 2022 data regis-
tered a total of 86.5 lakh
deaths closer to the total
for 2019, the year before
the pandemic struck.

The CRS 2022 data
further showed that the
number of registered
births had seen an increase
across the country, with a
total of 254.4 lakh births
registered compared with
the 242 lakh registrations
the previous year.

The State-level birth re-
gistration data tables in the
vital statistics report for
2022 showed that since
2013, States such as Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Telangana, and
Uttarakhand have seen a
general trend of registered
births rising despite occa-
sional dips.

On the other hand,
States and Union Territo-
ries such as Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, and Delhi saw a
general trend of registered
births declining despite
fluctuations.

Of the total registered
births, the share of males
was 52.4% whereas the
share of females was
47.6%, the CRS report for
2022 said. It added that
while about 43% of the
births were registered in
rural areas, 56.5% were re-
gistered in urban areas.
The report said the num-
ber of still births in 2022
had reduced to 115 lakh
from 1.24 lakh the previous
year.

Of the total registered
deaths in 2022, the shares
of men and women were
60.4% and 39.6% respec-
tively. The report showed
that 59.5% of the deaths
were in rural India while
40.5% were in urban areas.

_|.



According to the Civil Registration System (CRS) 2022 data released by the Office of the Registrar
General of India (RGI), Bihar recorded the lowest sex ratio at birth (SRB) in India — falling from 964 in
2020 to 891in 2022. This indicates 891 girls born per 1,000 boys, a significant decline over two years.

€ 1. Key Data Highlights

Year Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) in Bihar
2020 964 girls per 1,000 boys
2021 908

2022 891 (lowest in India)



€ 2. Other Low SRB States (2022)

State SRB
Maharashtra 906
Telangana 907
Gujarat 908

¢ 3. States with Highest SRB (2022)

State SRB
Nagaland 1,068
Arunachal Pradesh 1,036
Ladakh 1,027
Meghalaya 972
Kerala 971



¢’ 4. Birth and Death Registration Data (CRS 2022)

Indicator Value

Total registered births (India) 254.4 lakh (up from 242 lakh in 2021)

Stillbirths 1.15 lakh (¥ from 1.24 lakh in 2021)

Registered deaths 86.5 lakh (¥ from 102.2 lakh in 2021 due to COVID undercount)
Deaths - Male 60.4%

Deaths - Female 39.6%

Rural share of deaths 59.5%

Urban share of deaths 40.5%



~/ Top 5 States by Improvement in Sex Ratio at Birth

Rank State SRB (NFHS-4)
1 Uttarakhand 888
2 Karnataka 910
3 Tripura 969
4 Haryana 836

5 Gujarat 906

SRB (NFHS-5)

984

978

1,028

893

955

Improvement

+96

+68

+59

+57

+49
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Consistent dip

The chart shows the States
with the lowest sex-ratio
at birth in India as of 2022.
Bihar's ratio has declined from
964 in 2020 to 891 in 2022.

910 e so7 908 . 909‘
\ o W

L NN

890 891“

880 \

870,

Bihar  Maharashtra Telangana Gujarat JEK
Source: Civil Registration System




THE HINDU

Sunday. ue 8, 2025 Business -
INBRIEF ‘Govt. must tackle structural

IndiGrid to buy transmission.

solar assets for ¥2.108 cr. EV

IndiGrid, a power sector infrastructure
InvrD,

rust ¢

definitive agreements: m'huy asolaranda

to an

enterprise vale (EV> or T2.108 crove,
exch cap#tal and cash

uding netw

Bustment. ~This aligns with our long-term
strategy by ownis

Stability
energy access,” said Harsh Shah, MD, IndiGrid.

G 2 s RBI DG
16th Finance Panel Member

RBI Deputy Governor T-
appointed as a part-time m
Finance Commission,

rhe

Rabi Sankar

has been
of the 16th

1his Birianice Miniatry suld
said. 1s the

T
resignation of one of the full tme
Former Finance Secretary Ajay Narag,an lha on

personal

grounds. Mr. Sankar will hold o

from the date of assuming charge until the
submission of the Commission’s report or
October 31, 2025, whichever is earlier. r

Sundaram Home breaches
21000 cr. in non-south market

Sundaram Home Finance, which has been
i

ts
markets, reached a milestone of breaching

mar]
Sundaram Home Finance is a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Sundaram Finance Lzd. The
traditional player in south India, expanded its

and Madhya

Pradesh._ It also entered Chhartisgarh market. -

textile/apparel sector issues’

Exports must

COIMBATORE

he  government
must address the
structural challeng-
he Indian tex-
«

stakehol-

for al-
e deczde ‘l'he ex-
ports are stagnant at $S37

Billion = 542 Billion 1n va.

ow at I7% CAGR to achieve the

While exports

lue. The volhmne

t of S100 billion by 2030: since return on
investment is not viable, industry is not ready to invest in expansion projects and build capacities

o ve. are stagnant at $37 billion — $42
billion in vakue, the volume of shipments has shasnk

indus-
oy ety w0 invest S100 b
lion to achieve overall mar-
ket size of S350 billion,

achleve the target of $100
llson by 2030. The

including the $100 billion
exports (10% of tex-
dle and apparel trade).
Since the return on invest-
ment is not viable, the in-
dustry is not ready to in-
west in expansion projects
and build ca ithes.

Om track: VinFast will make V7 and VFS models in Thoothulusdi,
foe which bockings will DPen in June. ANIEUDH PARTHASARAT HY

Vietnam automaker
VinFast to tap India’s
‘huge EV potential’

imports and ex-
ports, they said.

HANOL

VinFast, the first automak-
er from Vietnam to
ito the global marker. i3

set to make inroads into
he Indien EV o space
at its plant in

From July, GST
returns to be barred
after 3-year window

NEW DELHI

Any GST returns such as
GSTRI1, GSTR 3B, etc. due
on or before June 20, 2022,

for barri GST returns on
expiry of three years.
Also, auto-populated Ha-

bilities in GSTR-3B will turn
non-editable to curb reve-
nue leakage.

As per an advisory on
the GST portal, the Fi-
nance Act 2023 amended
the CGST Act, which pre-

tumns after
vears from the due date of
furnishing the said retun

Simed a¢ bringing certainty
to the tax system_

(The writer is with The
Hinde businessiine)

Extreme poverty in
India down to 5.3% in
2022-23: World Bank

NEW DELSI

Indias exireme poverty
rate slid sharply 1o 5.3% ov-
er a decade from 27.1% in
2011-12 even as the World
Ba

2021 prices and result in a
3% pavercyzame i 2042-
23, the World Bank sal.

In India, 54, sss.asz
lived on icss than 53

per day in 2024. Thus, the
poeTty sate'st $3 par day
P — percentage
populanon) e S ko

Tate shid from 16250 103 3%
between 2011-12 and 2022-
23wl v rate at
the lower middle income
country line declined by
33.7 percentage points.

Tamil Nadu's Thoothukudi
districe set to begin in July.
The car

yramed 0 position irself as
maker of premium EVs
with Sompetitive. pricing
and nt after-sales

build a network of dealers/
re-

brand. which currently

countries across North
America, Europe and Asia,
il facture the VF7

y sources sasd
the ¥ production capacity
will be 50,000 vehicles per
year initally with a poten-
tal to reach 1,50.000 to
meet future demand.

pair shops and charging
points; promote green mo-
bility and facilitate buy-
back or swapping of old
cars with newer models.

ance of local-
he said it helped

company
“Promi: arket” cing

Rty pronuslng and  from Indian suppliers.
growing ma: . EV adop-

ton is

so. we decided to take this
opportunity to enter the
market,” VinFast Asia CEO
Pham Sanh Chau said.

Mr. Chau said VinFast

(The writer was in Hanot
on VinFast's invitation)

g were for financial
years 2018-19 to 2021-22.

DGGI closes
332,400-crore
GST notice

to Infosys

NEW DELSI

The Director General of
GST Intel

has closed

s

Packaging ink firm
Siegwerk plans to
double capacity

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAL

‘With the demand of pack-

growth
branded pfodu‘:s necding
safe

T cater 10 the domestic
demand and achieve it's
target, the company has
ecided to add capacity at

~In the last five years,
we have grown at &n an-

July 31

on ual growth
August 1. | Of more than 12% to 13%.
2024, and August 3, 2024, me conti-

on GST, this is to inform
that the company has to-

eral of GST Intelligence
DGGD, clostng the pr&
Alicew’ Eaiisk
tor the fin fuun.:lal

issue of non-payment of
IGST under the Reverse

Wi the receipe of 10-
day's communication from
this mater stands

Closed nfosys
cm

nue in the future. We plan
to double by 2030. In the
would

Typically, packaging grows a

litie faster than GDP. , says
Askush Prachan.

he said, - have
large pl: in Guwahati,
which is the second-large:

erk group. We are making
it bigger now with more ca-

facility in the West efther in
‘Gujarat or Maharashtra™

1.3;:!:;

uisitions
We are also continuously

nue,” said . dia, will see at least 5036
Asia, S more
in an interview. it e Toave already | haa
“The macroeconomics  so far” he added.
s helping us. GDP growth “Our growth is linked to
Inindia. one of the largest  packaging. Typlcally.
est growing ecos aging grows a lictle faster

mmies in the world and the
demographic dividend is
elping us,

per caplla con-
sumption is a fraction of
in the deve-
loped world and there is
still a Jot of head room to
grow here,” he added.
Stating the market eco-
nomics were favorable. he

“So. P indias GOP is
6.5%, we can expect pack-
2ging to erow at about

9%. And we are growing
S TnisNs e said.

The company with 800

for

No toxins, please'

PES
I"EAU,

TICIDE
1I"AIR

Keep them clean: Protesters hold banners reading “La Clovere (name of a fiver) In anger and 'Pesticides In the water, n the s they're

poisoning us. But we're not spple:

durng an undeclared demorstration

department’s management of water resources, in Poltiers, central France on Saturday. ars

calied by the collective “Bassine non merci 857 against the Vienne

AP ties up with NVIDIA to set

up India’s first AI university

HYDERABAD

Global chip major NVIDIA
iR eoliahocme. with il
h Govern-

iversity in collaboration
with NVIDIA for shaping
the infrastructure and re-
search capabilities. From
education an, ling to

A5 many 35 10,000 engineernng
ts will receive skill
TrMENE Over Next 2 years.

a

about 13-14% of the group’s
sales_ It about 25-

this initative will lay the

30,000 tonne of ink a year.

or a Swarna
Andhra Pradesh,” CM N.

Naidu sasd.
“We have entered into a
emorandum of under-
Standing with NVIDIA o

“X* (formerly Twitter).

With support from NVI-
DIA for curriculum anc
training, 10,000 enginee:
Ing students will receive

AL
start-ups from AP will gain

major. n

May, it announced a tr!
tite pact with 1BM and Tata
Consultancy Services to
or a project in the

Quantum

anch
State's upcoml
Valley Tech Park at
With IBM Quantum Sys-
installation, 1BM

will set up an anchor pro-
jece. TCS will work with
1IBM to develo

‘RBI gold loan
directions to
aid consumer
protection,
transparency’

MuUsBAz

“The ~L Against
Gold and Siiver: Collateral
Directions. 2025~
o Rararee Bank of tht
dla’ (RBD on Friday has
brought clarity, standardi-
sation, and greater con-
sumer protection to the

all regulated entities, in-
cluding NEFCs, banks, and

cooperative institutions.
“These guidelines aim
to promote transparency.
ical practl and pru-

dential discipline while en-

hancing financial access
for individuals and micro-
enterprises,” he said.
Highlighting the conti-
nued eligibiliey of gold je.
wellery. orname:
Ehins o collsteral renected
the RBI's recognition of the
critical role of gold loans in
meeting short-term liquidi-
ty needs, he said the stan-
dardised assaying pro-

P
and applications to help In-
dian industry and acade-
mia solve some of the na-
s most challenging
problems.
CThe writer Is with The
Hindu businesi

nce and use of refe-

ers
Assoctation (IBJA) or SEBI-
regulated exchanges—
would foster uniformity
across the industry

Amx




Extreme poverty in
India down to 5.3% in
2022-23: World Bank

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India’s extreme poverty
rate slid sharply to 5.3% ov-
er a decade from 27.1% in
2011-12 even as the World
Bank revised upwards its
threshold poverty line to
$3 per day.

Given India’s inflation
rate between 2017 and
2021, a revised extreme po-
verty line of $3 would con
stitute a 15% higher thresh-
old than $2.15 expressed in

2021 prices and result in a
5.3% poverty rate in 2022-
23, the World Bank said.

In India, 54,695,832 pe-
ople lived on less than $3
per day in 2024. Thus, the
poverty rate at $3 per day
(2021 PPP - percentage
population) was 5.44% in
2024. Extreme poverty
rate slid from 16.2% to 2.3%
between 2011-12 and 2022-
23 while the poverty rate at
the lower middle income
country line declined by
33.7 percentage points.




.. Headline Summary

According to the World Bank, India’s extreme poverty rate dropped to 5.3% in 2022-23, down from
27.1% in 2011-12, marking a significant reduction over a decade. The World Bank also revised the global
poverty threshold to $3/day (2021 PPP-adjusted).

€ 1. Key Figures and Trends

Year Extreme Poverty Rate (India)
2011-12 27.1%
2022-23 5.3%

2024 (est.) 5.44%



Year

2011-12

201112

2022-23

2022-23

Poverty Line (PPP/day)

$2.15

$3.01 (revised)

$2.15

$3.65 (2021 PPP)

Poverty Rate (%)

16.22%

27.12%

2.35%

5.3%

People Below Poverty Line
(million)

205.6 million

344 .5 million

35.6 million

75.2 million



€ 2.Rural-Urban Poverty Decline

Metric 2011-12 2022-23
Rural Extreme Poverty (%) 18.4% 2.8%
Urban Extreme Poverty (%) 10.7% 1.1%
Rural-Urban Gap (pp) 7.7 1.7

t4 16% overall decline in national extreme poverty rate.



€ 3. World Bank's Updated Poverty Framework

Country Income Group New Poverty Threshold (2021 PPP)
Low-Income $2.15/day
Lower-Middle-Income $3.65/day
Upper-Middle-Income $6.85/day

» India's extreme poverty is now assessed using the $3.65/day threshold since India is a Lower-

Middle-Income Country.



« © Revised extreme poverty line:
From $2.15/day to $3/day (PPP, 2021 prices)
& Adjusted upward due to inflation (15% higher threshold)

e 9% Estimated 2024 count:
54.7 million people in India live under $3/day.

© 2.0Other Related Data

Indicator Value
Decline in extreme poverty (2011-2023) From 16.2% to 2.3%
Poverty at $3/day line in 2024 (PPP) 5.44%

Decline in poverty at lower-middle income line 33.7 percentage points



© Top 10 Countries by Extreme Poverty Rate (=sUSD 3.65/day)

Rank Country Poverty Rate (%) Most Recent Year
1 South Sudan 82.3% 2016

2 Equatorial Guinea 76.8% 2006

3 Madagascar 70.7% 2012

4 Central African Republic 68.8% 2021

5 Burundi 64.9% 2013

6 Honduras 64.1% 2023

7 Democratic Republic of the 63.9% Not specified

Congo

8 Zambia 60.0% Not specified
9 Guatemala 59.3% Not specified

10 Eswatini 58.9% Not specified



Top 10 Countries with Lowest Extreme Poverty [ Highest Welfare

Rank Country

1 Norway

2 Denmark

3 Sweden

4 Finland

5 Netherlands
6 Switzerland
7 Germany

8 Ireland

Approx. Extreme Poverty Rate

~0%

5.5% overall low-income poverty
(OECD measure)

~Low

~Low

~Low

~Low

Low

Low $

Notable Notes )

Extreme poverty virtually nonexistent;
uses high relative poverty line (~50%
median incomE) en.wikipedia.org +

en.wikipedia.org

One of the lowest poverty rates

globally

Similar to Denmark (OECD welfare

model)

Comparable Scandinavian welfare

support
Among Benelux with low poverty

Consistently high in Human

Development Index
High-income, strong social safety net

Ranked in top 10 HDI



 PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
» Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT)
« MUDRA Yojana

* Aayushman Bharat

» Swachh Bharat Mission (indirect impact on health, productivity)

C. Why this matters globally
* India's performance is crucial for global poverty trends:
e World's most populous country (1.4+ billion)
» Significant for achieving SDG 1: No Poverty
e Helpsin:
» Better sovereign ratings
* Global FDI inflows

e Creditworthiness



AP ties up with NVIDIA to set

up India’s first Al university

K.V. Kurmanath
HYDERABAD

Global chip major NVIDIA
will collaborate with the
Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment to set up the coun-
try’s first Al University.
“Plans are underway to
establish India’s first Al Un-
iversity in collaboration
with NVIDIA for shaping
the infrastructure and re-
search capabilities. From
education and skilling to
research and innovation,
this initiative will lay the
foundation for a Swarna
Andhra Pradesh,” CM N.

As many as 10,000 engineering
students will receive skill
training over next 2 years.

Chandrababu Naidu said.
“We have entered into a

memorandum of under-

standing with NVIDIA to

build a strong and inclu-
sive Al ecosystem in the
State,” he said in a post on
‘X’ (formerly Twitter).

With support from NVI-
DIA for curriculum and
training, 10,000 engineer-
ing students will receive
skill training over the next
two years, while 500 Al
start-ups from AP will gain
access to its Inception Pro-
gram for global exposure
and key resources.

Quantum tech tie-up

This is the second major
tie-up the State has forged
with a technology major. In

May, it announced a tripar-
tite pact with IBM and Tata
Consultancy Services to
anchor a project in the
State’s upcoming Quantum
Valley Tech Park at
Amaravati.

With IBM Quantum Sys-
tem Two installation, IBM
will set up an anchor pro-
ject. TCS will work with
IBM to develop algorithms
and applications to help In-
dian industry and acade-
mia solve some of the na-
tion’s most challenging
problems.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businesline)




-~ Headline Summary

The Andhra Pradesh Government has signhed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with global chip
giant NVIDIA to establish India’s first Artificial Intelligence (Al) University, aiming to build a robust Al

ecosystem focused on education, skill development, research, and innovation.

€ 1. Key Features of the Initiative

Aspect Details

? Location Andhra Pradesh (likely in Amaravati region)

< Partners Andhra Pradesh Government + NVIDIA

7 Institution India's first Al University

@ Objective Build an inclusive and innovative Al ecosystem

¥ Beneficiaries 10,000 engineering students (skill training) + 500 Al startups (support)

% Focus Areas Curriculum design, research innovation, Al applications



¢ 2.Skill Development & Startup Support

* 10,000 engineering students to be trained in Al over the next 2 years.
» 500 Al startups from Andhra Pradesh will gain:

» Access to NVIDIA's Inception Program

» Exposure to global Al platforms

» Access to resources, mentorship, tools

€ 3. Quantum Tech Collaboration

Partner Institutions Collaboration Purpose

IBM + TCS + AP Govt Quantum Valley Tech Park at Amaravati

IBM Quantum System Two Anchor project for quantum computing infrastructure
TCS + IBM Algorithm development, problem-solving applications for

academia/industry



RBI’s Sankar member of
16th Finance Commission

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 7

RBI DEPUTY GOVERNOR T
Rabi Sankar has been
appointed as a part-time
member of the 16th Finance
Commission,the finance min-
istry said on Saturday.

The appointment, the min-
istry said, is consequent to the
resignation of one of the full-
time members, former finance
secretary Ajay Narayan Jha, on
personal grounds. “The presi-
dent has appointed T Rabi
Sankar, deputy governor,
Reserve Bank of India (RBI),as a
part-time Member of the 16th
Finance Commission (XVIFC),”
the ministry said.

Sankar will hold office from
the date of assuming charge
until the submission of the com-
mission’s report or October 31,

RBI deputy guv T Rabi
Sankar has been appointed
as a part-time member

whicheveris earlier,it added.
The commission, chaired by
former vice chairman of Niti
Aayog Arvind Panagariya, has
fourmembersandisassisted by
secretary Ritvik Pandey, two
joint secretaries and one eco-
nomic advisor. Retired bureau-
crat Annie George Mathew and

economist Manoj Panda are
full-time members of the com-
mission, while SBI group chief
economicadvisor Soumya Kanti
Ghoshisa part-time member.

Mahendra Dev takes
charge as EAC-PM
chairman

Former Indira Gandhi Insti-
tute of Development Research
vice chancellor S Mahendra Dev
has taken charge as the new
chairman of the EconomicAdvi-
sory Council to the Prime Min-
ister (EAC-PM).

The economist replaced Niti
Aayog vice chairman Suman
Bery,whowas holding the addi-
tional charge of EAC-PM.

The EAC-PM had been with-
out a full-time chairman since
last November, following the
death of its first chairman,
Bibek Debroy.




Component

New Appointment

Resighed Member

Chairman

Other Members

Secretary

Tenure

Details m)

T Rabi Sankar, Deputy Governor of RBI (Part-time member)

Ajay Narayan Jha (former finance secretary)

Arvind Panagariya (former NITI Aayog Vice Chairman)

Annie George Mathew, Manoj Panda (full-time), Soumya Kanti Ghosh (part-

time)

Ritvik Pandey

Till October 31, 2025, or till report submission (whichever is earlier)



€ 2.Role of the Finance Commission (FC)

The Finance Commission is a constitutional body under Article 280 of the Indian Constitution, formed

every five years to recommend:
e 1 Vertical devolution: Share of Union taxes to states
* ul Horizontal devolution: Formula-based allocation among states

« @® Grants-in-aid for local bodies, disaster relief, etc.

"\ Recommendations on fiscal consolidation and debt sustainability

¢ 3. About T Rabi Sankar

« o Currently Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
» Areas of expertise include:

» Financial markets

» Digital payments

* Monetary policy operations



ul Finance Commission of India — Key Facts

Aspect Details

Constitutional Provision Article 280 of the Indian Constitution

Established 1951

Constituted By President of India

Tenure Every 5 years

Objective To define financial relations between the Centre and the States
Main Functions 1. Distribution of net proceeds of taxes

2. Grants-in-aid
3. Measures to augment State resources

4. Recommend principles governing grants to Panchayats & Municipalities



Composition

Eligibility (Members)

First Finance Commission

Latest (15th) FC

Recommendations Valid

Key 15th FC

Recommendations

Reports Submitted To

Nature of Recommendations

1 Chairman + 4 other members

Experts in public affairs, finance, economics, administration, or law

Chairman: K.C. Neogy (1952-1957)

Chairman: N.K. Singh
Term: 2017-2021 (Extended to 2025 for some tasks)

2021-2026 (15th FC Report)

- Vertical tax devolution: 41%
- Performance-based incentives

- Grants for local bodies, disaster management, and health

President of India; laid before Parliament

Advisory (not binding, but usually accepted by the Government)



STA STICS Aslice of life in numbers By Doreen Bora
Where Are India’s Biggest Cities?
i Number of cities with
t:igr\\z lst el ik a million+ population
of million-plus 3
megacities. eee .  DelhiUA
Kerala is second, B v
surpassing 3 8810
industrial oy Ui ote
heavyweights 4 4 N
like Maharashtra, =~ ®®®® eoce 3 eee
Tamil Nadu, and 2o,

Gujarat. In the 6 §§ 1

entire Northeast, 2

only Guwahati : 7 . .

makes it to 2 *Cities ere are ur an_

the list WREEE (oo continuous uben

sprawls like the Delhi UA

o0 o8 which includes Noida,

Source: UN Population 7 - Gurgaon, Ghaziabad,

Division Projections Kerala and Faridabad




STA STICS Aslice of life in numbers

By Doreen Bora

China Has More Million-
Plus Cities Than India, US,

Brazil Combined

From an Indian perspective, with over a billion people
in the country, one might assume that megacities

are the norm everywhere. But this isn’t true. Most
countries in Europe, like Sweden, Spain, and Germany
have fewer than five such urban areas.

Urban agglomerations with over a million people

Vs y
——
WP o oy s c—n—
- -
-~ 1
)

These are continuous
urban sprawls with high
population density

16 15 n

Braizil Mexico Indonesia Nigeria Russia Turkey

China India
Source: UN Population Division Projections
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Manipur erupts as Meitei leader is held

Arambai Tenggol member was arrested for his
role in the 2023 violence in the State, says CBI

SUWAHATL

folence broke
in tmphal Valley af-
ter a top leader of

evening. Four more Aram-
bai

Tenggol members were

reportedly detalned for

COVID case tally
crosses 6,000
NEW DELIE

India’s active COVID case taily
crossed the £.000 mark with

Ministry data released oo
Sunday 3 PAGE &

Members of the Aram-
bai Tengeol clashed with
security forces when they
went to pick up A. Kanan
Singh, a former Manipur
T T
volley of

ardl, and supporters of
the group burme tyres and
Rurniture on ¢ e

o ehies of security forc-
es were torched on Al
Road, and scores of peo-

ple. inchuding security per-
Soninel, were imfured

hibitory orders under Sec-
ton 163 of the Bharatlya

up:
Rakching, and Thoubal for
five

The Arambal Tenggol.
which came into promi-
nence after the ethnic

youth, believed to be mem-
bers of the group, threa-

State govt clamps ban orders following clashes;
i Tenggol i >wn in 5 districts

Flare-up: Charred remains of a bus used for ransporting centr:
forces after i was sct on fire by 3 mob in Imphal East on Sunday. FT1

tened selfimmolation by
po inflammable fluid:
Bn themselves.

look. Later, the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBD
issued a statement, saying
it had arrested an Arambai

Tengsol member at the Im-
phal airport

FHe was involved In va-
Thous criminal activities re-
lated to Manipur violence
in 2023 e information
related to his arrest has

In the statement, the

CBI said it was investigat-
ing the Manipur violence
cases of

wvention to find an amicable
e Governor

MLAs apprised the Governor of the current law
and order situation and sought his intervention

accused were identified as
Thangminlen Mate, Kam-

the Supreme e o

“The trial of the cases
has been shifted to Guwa-
hati in view of the law and

prnduced before

petent court for police re-

mand. Investigation is con-
- the CBI

The day saw a delega-

LAs from various

the MiAs apprised the Go-
vernor of the current law
and order situation in Ma-
nipur and sought his inter-

that all necessary steps
being taken to address the
concerns and restore nor-

present at the meeting.

The National ivestigation
Agency (NIA) arrested
“three insurgents” in a
case related to an attack on
security forces that had

post and security forces in
Moreh, Tengnoupal dis-
trict, on I7th January
2024 the NIA said. The

gre, and Hen-

tinthang  Kipgen

Kipgen.
Manipur was relscively
calm after the

bruary 13. The Imphal Val-
ley descended into chaos
over the alleged “disres-

jpur~ by secur-
ity personnel on

~civil _disobedience

w pen:
floods hit the valley more
than a week

More than 250 people
have been killed in Mani-
pur’s ethnic violence.

Rest ashore

Anmuat break: A fishing boat being pulled ashore at the Puthiyappa harbour in Kozhikode on Sunday ahead of Kerata's tramding ban which
comes into effect from midnight of June 9 to midnight of July 31. The ban is an attempt to conserve marine rescurces.

Jaishankar to step up diplomatic push
on week-long visit to France, Belgium

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELY

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar left on Sunday
for a weeklong visit 1o
France and Belgium,
where he will meet with
his councerparts in bothi

nments and in
me e Eiropean Commission

headquanaed i Bramcin

This is his third visit to
Europe in the past few
months, and a part of the

er

India’s friendly relations

with the European Union,
Belgi

s

from June 8 to 1. In March,
Mr. Jaishankar had tra-
wvelled 1o the U.K. and Ire-
I

sited the Nelhe

an,

The Ministry said that in
France, Mr. Jaishankar will
wvisit Paris for bilateral talks
with French Foreign Minis-

France um and ialogue”, a conference of
give renewed momentum the Ainistry and Obs:
o ongoing

in
diverse areas,” the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
said, announcing the visic

Marseille is one of the
Eurcopean ports along with
Trieste, Italy, and Pirseus.

Greece that are in the run-
ning for the India-Middle
East-Europe-Economic
Corridor (IMEC) route, and
for the

ment (FTA) talks that both
sides e committed to
sign by the end of the year.
On each of his stops, Mr.

o

project launched in 2023

presentative and Vice Pre-
sident  Kaja the

Ministry said. Yix il s
meet Belgian Deputy
Prime Minister and Fo-
reign Minister Maxime Pre-
wot for talks on bilateral s-

mers Mel

who is under arrest pend-
trial for extradition to

india to face charges of

fraud and embezzlement.

Also on the agenda is the

India-EU Free Trade Agree-

iscaim mdis response to
the Pahalgam terror attack
with strikes on Pakistan
during Operation Sindoar.

British Foreign Secretary

lateral organisatsos -
Iy the United Na-
tions, the Se: v

il and the Financial

Action Task Force (FATF).
During his visits to Paris
and Brussels, Mr. Jalshan
kar will also lay the
groundwork for Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s bi-
his

ing visit to Canada
as a special mvitee to the
G-7 summit in Kananaskis
Alberta.

Bangladesh student protester is a voter in Bengal

KOLKATA

Amid the row over alleged
wrregularities in the voter
lists of West Bengal. a per-
son who was active in the
students’ protest in Bangla-
desh in 2024 has been
found to be a registered vo-
ter in the Kakdwip As-
sembly constituency of the
Sta

While several photo-
graphs of the youth, New-
fon’ Das, participating in

to ladesh in
2024 for issues related to

Kakdwip since 2014 but
lost my voter card in 2017
In 2018, I got a fresh voter
card with the help of local
MLA Manturam Pakhira,”
Mr Das said in a video
message.

“Voted in 2016 polls™

Mr. Das confirmed that he
B woted fiw Me Pakhica;

Drought a regime hange tn
the neighbouring country
last year are available on
social media, Mr. Das him-
self said he was a citizen of
India.

However, he did not de-
ny that he was actively in-
volved in the protests in
Bangladesh.

in the 2018 Assembl)

Newton Das

“He [Mr. Das] had come
here after o

since then, as not
come here. Since was
born in . heisa
voter of w00. It

He did not specify
whether he is in
india or Bangladesh.

T Das, one of his

was born in Bangladesh
and exercises voting rights
in both the countries.

-
is his fault that he is regls-

voter in both the
coun!ries.“ Mr. Tapan Das,
Who restdes in Kakawip,
told presspersons.
Kakdwip is located close

to the Sundarbans, which

hares borders with Ban-
ghduh The revelation
sparked a major row in pol-
itical circles with the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party accus-
ing the ruling Trinamool of
enlisting Bangladeshi na-
tionals as voters in West

“Foreigners in voter list"

Leader of the Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari  said
lakhs of esh na-
tionals are registered as vo-

ters in West Bengal. West

ship tried to turn the tables
on the BJP. pointing out

that the job of safeguarding
international borders and
preventing ilegal infiltra-
tion rested with the Border

the BSF and Union govern-
ment are responsible. The

Russian forces pushing into
Ukrainian industrial hub

Agence France-Presse
MOsCOW

Russia said on Sunday that
i was pushing into Uk-
raines eastern industrial

State will region for
do its role for sure,” Trina- | the first time in its three-
year offensive - a signifi-

mool leader Kunal Ghosh
said.

In February, Ms. Baner-

cant_territorial escahﬁen
amid stalled peace talks.

Jee had all,
ties in the voter list of the

photo identity card (EPIC)
numbers similar to tho:

in West B

The BJP leadership had
hit back saying that
From Bangladea wire b
rolied as voters in West
Bengal at the behest of the

ruling party.
|

is not

the entrance

on, installed

among the five
which Russia

tant mini

on between

el Donulk regioris. v

of
three million before Russia
its

region™.
'rhere was no imme-
from Ul

Xylv's strugeling mul!ary
and economy.
Dripropetrovosk had an

Russia’s Defence Minis-
try said forces from a tank
unit had “reached the
western border of the Do-
netsk People’s Republic
and are continuing to deve-
lop an offensive in the Dni-

full conerol over.
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Assam flood situation
improves; three more
deaths push toll to 26

at
lation stands at 2,59,093,
ey

ported fi
venue circle of Kamrup dis-

President’s Rule has made no
difference to Manipur: Cong.

G 3 Iedder Jairam Ramesh blames Centre's insensitivi
“e: Union Home Minister failed miserably” in bringing order in Manipur, he adds

p <

Ferry resume
Meanwhile, ferry services
over the Brahmaputra in
G partial-

NEW DELHI
he imposition of
President’s e
made no diffe-
to Manipur, Con-
gress general secretary
(communications) Jairam
Ramesh on
Violent protests erupced
in Manipur over the arrest
of a leader of Meitei
am! on
Saturday. The situation re-

mained tense on Sunday.
with the

Keeping watchs Secur
protests in in IMmphal, Manipur, on Sunday. &

The Congress
said the Uni

leader

Iy on Sunday. an_Inland
Water Transport Depart-

side is restored, it sad.
The Guwahati Kurua

hati area will remain prohi-
bited, and the decision re-
garding its resumption will

or-
ders and suxpend!ng Inter-

services in five Imphal
Valley districts, the patice
sal

Hitring out at the go-
vernment, Mr. Ram.
claimed that in February
2022, the BJP “engineered
a majority for itself alone~

in smibly election.
“But less than ffteen

months later, from the

night of May 3, 2023, Mani-

up a three-member

iy personnel keep gl following violent

the Prime Minister main-
tained absolute sil

set

Commission of Inquiry on  meet body from the

June 4, 2023. State,” he said. 1t was the
The has C s

been given n-  to bring a no-confidence

lute breakdown of consti-
th

motion govern:
ment's former Chief Minis-

impose President's Rule,
Mr. Ramesh claimed.
ho-

e
State for the past two
onths.

‘State of peril*

"s Rule,
wever, has made no dMe
rence. The

v and questions Prime Ministers

in a state of peril,” Mr. Ra-
sh added.

No more unlawful
demolitions: Delhi
CM to slum dwellers

NEW DELHI

Dell Chlef Minister Rekhia
Gupea sald on Sundey ma:
the

been handed over to resi-
“If a rail-

agRinet Court arders to -

encroachments. She pro-

to different parts of the

world and visi

ous States for
u

never met wi
leaders or civil society or-
from M.

having outsourced the
management of the State's
i

of the

e ins. v
Frequent Flyer PM to the
suffering of the people of
Manipur is truly shocking

defies

Iah drain, causing water-
logging in the area. and
hindering silt removal.
Speaking at an event to
launch the ction of
a Jan Sewa camp at a slum
cluster in Haiderpur. Ms.
Gupta told the residents
not to worry as they are the
Iifeline of the city, and the
wo

He stands totally exposed,
Juse = people of the

not demolish their homes.
“There were three recent

Stan D pay the
price for his callou

o i Do rorced 1o
cravel from tmphal airpore

Their suffering is that of
not only the State and the

asked. “In )auomahhagh
if slum dwellers are reha-

demanding compensation,
the government will have
to act™

Protest path
AAP Del m State president
Saurabh radwa) said

the demolitions on june

29. “We will gather ar Jan-

tar Mantar on june 29 and

appeal to the Central go-

vernment to appro-

priate actionon this -
d the

saying
pl.\ced mndemx of Madra-
Camp provided
Bcman tn Samwvy Mardis,
and even those lack basic
ameniti

tes. Leader of the
Shposition: AL quss:
ned why the BIP was not

sxa‘y\ng true o its promise

erict, pushingthe toll to 26,  be taken after reviewing | were displaced. Places of ~The Union Home Minister  to his w helicop- but of | being encroached upon, -1.:1..:.._". ., Wahi Ma-
six in the river there. | worship were destroyed”  went through the motions  ter. Law and order in many  the entire country.” Mr. Ra- | and the third at jailorwala- an-sin

the bulletin said. lease he said. of visiting Manipur while parts of the State remains  mesh said in his post. P where fat have  rembibiarion.

16 arrested Maharashtra and Guardians on watch HC dismisses

in Assam for
illegal cattle
slaughter

GUWARATI

The Police have ar.
rested 16 people for dlegal

e slaughter durlng 1d-
Chief Mi-

on
He said five flegal cattle
slaughuer sites, all in south-
T Assam’s Barak Valley,
were uncovered during the
festival. Three were in Ca-
char district’s Gumrah, Sii-
char, and Lakhipur. and
two were in Kartmganj dis-
wict's  Badarpur  and
Banga.
Mr. Sarma said the go-
Sermenk veos Senammied

Karnataka account
for 51% of FDI: Centre

NEW DELHI

Maharashira and Kamnata-

year 202425, according to
the latest dm of the De.

Cujarse G571 biion). Ta-
bill

3.68 billion),
Haryana ($3.14  billion),
and Telangana ($3 billion).

Infrastructure the key

inflows in Maha-

dostey.  and ternal
‘l"lade(l)l’l

um foreign inflows
ar $19.6 billion and ac-
counted for 31% of the
countrys total FDI during
April-March 202

harlnon)a but not at the
cost lawlessness or
cruclty”. He warned viok:
tors of strict action.

Karnacaka - received
$6.62 billion in overseas n-
ring the lsst

fiscal year, the
showed.

‘The two States were fol-
lowed by Delhi ($6 billion),

est in the last three years.
The same stood at $71.3 bil-
lion in 2023-24.

g R e S Ay BNME Caciaral s lcn ol e CHi st 1500 chic i i WSTL B i o B G oot FOMISE W

review of the forces along the northern borders. at Joshirath in Uttarakhand. &

Punjab’s plea
for recall
of order

CHANDIGARH

The Punjab and Haryana

lease water to Ha

had alleged concealment
of “matertal facts~ by the

Centre, Ha

Board. which led to the
May 6 High Court order.

Will bring Sandeshkhali
perpetrators to justice after
BJP wins in 2026: Adhikari

KOLKATA

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the West Bengal As-
sembly, Suvendu Adhikari,

Surcencu Adhikan

sexual assault by several
women of the re;

hanged".

Mr. Shahjahan faced ak-

gations of land grab and
-

Iy seat, the party lost the
Basirhat Lok Sabha seat,

falls, to the

n Sunday, hours after

tral Bureau of Investigation
visited Sandeshkhali and
recorded a statement from

Ad
has set the ‘Sround o :rm

Be careful with your
words, Shiv Sena
MILA tells BJP leader

sUMBAL

P leader and Maharash-
ﬂa Elsheﬂes and Ports De-
velopment Minister Nitesh
Ranes recent comments
have sparked a backlash
from Deputy Chief Minis-

o .dnsmg him to speak
hinting at un-

could work accoedingly.
Mr. Adhikari ako al-

the 2026 Assembly elec-
tion in West Bengal” to de-
feat the Trt

under which
p ]

deslying tensions within
the alliance.

atmosphere should remain
good,” he said

On Saturday, while ad-
dressing a public meeting

Mizesh Rane

so from the BJP, 50 no mat-
ter who power, the
father of all in Maharashtra
is Devendra Fadnavis.~ The

lighting the cracks in Ma-
hayuti. Mr. Rane's remarks
were based on the recent
stalling of T268-crore pro-
Jects in

28 stranded people, 20
Army personnel airlifted
from landslide-hit Chaten

Press Trust of India
GANGTOR

At lease 28 people. strand-
ed at Chaten in north Sik-

Sunday as the road con-
neumry in the region had

pped due to mul-
dple landslides trigge
by heavy rain, the officials
said.

A chopper evacuated 28

sonnel T t© Pa-
Greenfield Alrport
n another trip, the officials

The MI17 helicopter al-
so transported essential
supplies for Indian Army

on the
of Mr. Fadna-

d‘ls(rlc‘.
~BJP workers should keep
in mind, PM is from the BjP
at the Centre and CM Is al-

wis. Shh' Sena leader Pra-
tap Sarnaik has been the
Guardian  Minister  of
Dharashiv.

at
Chaten, theofficials sald.
ate

ack to safety: Amviy

those affected by the land-
slides in the region after
getting a distress call from
them, they added

orte

rsonmet arve at the Pakyong Greenfield
Airport after being alifted from Chaten. &1

North Sikkim has been

triggeres
disrupting road and el

umnszd a helicopter to
provide immediate relief
and safe evacuation of

The State government is
o o
safety and well-being of all
citizens in disaster-affected
regions, ials said.

ity there.




Maharashtra and
Karnataka account
for 51% of FDI: Centre

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Maharashtra and Karnata-
ka accounted for 51% of the
foreign direct investment
(FDI) inflows into the coun-
try during the last financial
year 2024-25, according to
the latest data of the De-
partment for Promotion of
Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT).

Maharashtra attracted
maximum foreign inflows
at $19.6 billion and ac-
counted for 31% of the
country's total FDI during
April-March 2024-25.

Karnataka received
$6.62 billion in overseas in-
vestments during the last
fiscal year, the data
showed.

The two States were fol-
lowed by Delhi ($6 billion),

Gujarat ($5.71 billion), Ta-
mil Nadu ($3.68 billion),
Haryana ($3.14 billion),
and Telangana ($3 billion).

Infrastructure the key

According to experts,
the main reason for the
maximum inflows in Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka is a
substantial improvement
in infrastructure. Infras-
tructure has improved
considerably, and that is
making them attractive
destinations for FDI in In-
dia, an economist said.

Total FDI, which in-
cludes equity inflows, rein-
vested earnings and other
capital, grew 14% to $81.04
billion during the last fi-
nancial year. It is the high-
est in the last three years.
The same stood at $71.3 bil-
lion in 2023-24.




@ 1. State-wise FDI Inflows (2024-25)

State

Maharashtra

Karnataka

Delhi

Gujarat

Tamil Nadu

Haryana

Telangana

& Combined share of Maharashtra + Karnataka = 51%

FDI Inflows (USD Billion)

$19.6 B

$6.62 B

$6.0B

$5.71B

$3.68B

$3.14 B

$3.00B

% Share of Total FDI

31%

20% (approx.)



¢ 2. Total FDI Statistics

Year Total FDI (USD Billion) Growth
2023-24 $71.3 B —
2024-25 $81.04B ™ 14% (highest in last 3 years)

* Includes: Equity + Reinvested earnings + Other capital

¢ 3. Reasons for Maharashtra & Karnataka's Lead

_ Improved Infrastructure (logistics, power, IT parks)

24 Skilled manpower & startup ecosystem (especially in Karnataka)

uli Large urban centers (Mumbai, Bengaluru) act as economic hubs

lai Presence of multinational HQs and IT/tech zones
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Decoding the Kamal-Kannada episode

Schelar and literary

vidian ages are

gffshoots of Tamil. At its peak, this
w

e Taredl s he wesld's fest

language

Every national group tends to hold
as the primary marker
of irs ienticy. Any idea or action

appropriate on public platforms to
affirm the idea that all Dravidian
emenged from a
o-Dravidian

common Prot root.
Culturally and polisically, this view
fosters harmony and equality. To
say other languages came from

that, in contemporary pol this
View only serves to isolate Tarnil

writes
in the Tamil language

voiced,
Essuing violent
threats or
denying
someone their

right to live

Nadu. Withour strong, widely
accepted academic evidence.
there is no need to insist that
Tamil is the source of all

5.

attributes.
— its antiquity, literary richness,

apologise. While lingulstic
ists are prepared to
!urn o s I & omilier becween

Usmg religion fbr political gains

issues are increasi

STATE OF PLAY

uld

the court be approsching e
way that favours them? The police

law-and ceder

may treat this as a
and unbroken literary tradition — but the annot view it
are well o that way. Should the con
ies and to the world at like a 3
large. ly h dy
strengths is enough to bring e
honour to Tamil. when The court should have treated
compared with modern literature | this s an jssue of freedom o
of any Anyone can say they
lterature equal, If not are hurt by a parti view,
superior. What we need are what is 2
consclous efforts to take this Anyone can deliberately create
of a wider world. | soclal tension. The court cannot
In 2022, Hindi writer Geetanj consider such people as a party to

provo
that a.llenaxe A'pe-kn’s orowmer

When Mr. Haasan said
“Kannada was bomn from Tamil,~
his intent was not to insult that

thinker:
%o his mind._ But there is no reason
o doubt hls intentions. He has the
freedom to ess such a view In

compromise_ The court should
have said that it will carefully

before the court, it should
have been approached from the
standpoint of freedo:

He upladna:l that “the opinion
was not wrong: It was

has said, I will not

tever commercial
calculations may lie behind that

stance, the courage to make such a

p\blh:.'l’hose who hold

ews can speak or
wrtmlnresponse. But to issue
threats to him is a violation of his
right to express an opinion.

must
/s the court itself said, this Is nota
of

someone
P e punishable crimes.

sumi iy co.in

or the last four de-

cades, political
tives in Andhra Pra-

the Congre:
ress Parcy are dominasad by
the Reddy

caused quite a stir In the State.
most prominent of

This was not always the

surface ofte
caste-based politics started
with the entry of NT. Bame
Rao into politics In 1962

the founder of the TDP, advor

uled for Telugu pride, yet his

s oan” wmaaad-a
party”.

since the composite

Ever
State of Andhra Pradesh was

of issues revolving ar
places of worship and have

ghee
fat. He claimed that the
contract for the supply of sub-
had been given
to a firm by the earlier YSRCP

na Dharma. The
'and allies of the NDA
leﬁ no stone unnamed i at-

political narratives in Andhra

negligence, and held the
for it

mer
chairman, former MLA Bhu-

mana

Karunakar Reddy, alleged
that over 170 cows had died in
a month at the devasthanams

NDA responsible
Before this Incident too
die down,

goshala
were being misused by the
present TTD board and o
i led 0 tense w0
temple town.

State, including the Left par-
ties, took turns to add to the

discourse. The issue reached a
feverish pitch and dominated
the poliical narrative in the

noweva, this s not the

2020 gained considerable pol-
irscal traction. The YSRCP was
in power then. All the Opposi-

es, including the
TDP, the JsP, the BjP,
ralsed their picch and made
this an election issue in the

-ald woo-
the Lakshmi
Narasimha Swamy temple, lo-
cated in S: Mandal

Team was constituted to

a couple
Reddy turned the

tables on the NDA following a
Vatkunta Eka-

in East Godavari district, was
set on fire by miscreants. The
Opposition tes alleged
that people from other faiths
had set fire to the charior. The
suspect in the case, who hails
from a minority eolnmunhy
was killed in a road accident.
nior politicians and polit-
cal s analysts say that this ap-
pears to be a new trend in the
State. With religious issues

taking centre stage, core is-
abackse:

&, claimed six lives.
Reddy an: sues are taking a

andhis party sileged

Defence production in India receives a ﬁllm

While India

to import a large share of its del i

government data shows that

ing has picked up

FROM THE ARCHIVES

£ PRandn.,

DATA POINT

Samreen Wani

n the weeks following Opera-

India’s home-gre pa-
bilities. and confidence in thy
As India’s defen: n

P
exports have hit record highs in
the past financial year, contribu-
tions from private defence com|

nies and MSMEs have increased_
The stocks of various defence

re
target of 21.6 lakh crore for the
year (¢ 3

Similarly, India's defence ex-
ports have picked up and exceed-
ed £20,000 crore in the past two -
ears. These

MSME, and the NS

fence exports include small arms,

rose in the
week of Operation Sindoor and

largest 50 companies on the Na-
St Exchange. For the
lysis, the

the Nifty50 index. Operation Sin-
door seems to have provided a fil-
lip to the performance of defence

gear, and artillery. The
export ¢ set for the current fis-
<al Is €30,000 crore.

public sector companies
of the total

mselves. =
Tor about 20% of the to- e
tal defence pri n in FYI7;
this continued till FY24. In FY25,
their share has increased to almost
24%. Similarly private defence
companies also account for a ma-
Jority of the share of defence ex-

J01e0019
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Desonce *
<companies were o
outperformed by
istyso. -

exparts

which were

outperformed by NiftyS0 compa-

nies in the weeks preceding the
(Chart D).

While India continues
a large share of fts defence equlp-
ment and weapons, governmen|
Gata shows this Gomesic mann:
facturing has picked up. India’s de-
fence ction touched a record
high in 2023-24 (FY24) at 21.3 lakh
crore, 17% compared to

providing components to the de- eyre— e Frron 021
fence industry. The government
mandatory targets of pu-
blic procurement from MSMES to proctocyion sseied arocars o 3R i e Totet dedence prodhiceion i
ensure state support to such units. i 202334 Y2d) Groming ot 175%. V17 which coneimisad 4 £Y25.
Goods worth 13,000 crore companed i the previous peor 10 FY25, e share b
were from MSMEs in
FY25, which is more than double

.

An Increase in the value of de-
fence production and exports not-
withstanding, the share of defence

the se-
cond year in a row. In fact, defence
production has been secing dou-
ble-digit growth since FY22. Pro-

< QD

has been dedlining. But India still
spends more on its military (rela-
tive to GDP) than many other
emerging market economses.

.

-—ay

2 et before
O Sndooe

2017018

Chart 52 The tamet

-ty Defence

e et
05 Sindsar

The week o
Op Sindooe

72 3t The total value of descnce export fin € crore)
and its rate of groweh 0

—Total pant ILHS —— e of groweh [RHS)

2015202

0212022 | 20232023

—Togec WM Ao mant

e wher Op
Sndeo:

207003 J03e2008

St and achiewed for public rocurement
from MSME: by the Defence Ministry lin ¥ ‘000 crore]

IIT develops solar

air-conditioner

e Indian Institute of Technology
Madm i ‘recently developed  system of solar

using the
p'rln(lple suttable for the hot and humid
chitis of tie coestal reglon of e, I Vet

the mass pre
Developed by Dr. M.C. Gupta and his
2 the Instieute with financlal support

an evaporative

air is now ready to go back into the room.
me heart of the system is the regenerator

hich regenerates the chemical solution used

Tor dehenidifying the air. It uses su's energy

mechanical

contrivances are ne
to circulate the solution. The

atthe
institute, is claimed robe more efficient than its
in other

The unit can be operated with much lower
frradiation thus permitting operation in the

absorben! ndirion cos e strat 5
nt during extended cloudy eather and
ngm It is of simple construction and is made
sheets,

fron . glass
planks and the air flows through the
collctor by narural wind forces, The
collectos-cum-regenerator may be fitted directly
on top of the sloping roof of a building. This
integration with the building wil bring down the
cost of the collector further.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 9, 1925

Theft of German colonies

ch, June 8: The annual meeting of the

s against the theft of
s colonies and the
to ask for their ret
the Re Treal
the anti-Cerman regulations scill entorced in
British colanies are cancel

amx

&
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Chart 4: The share of private defence companies in
total defence production (LHS) and exports (RHS)
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In X lakh crore. India’s defence
production touched a record high
in 2023-24 (FY24) growing at 17%
compared to the previous year

Chart 5: The target set and achieved for public procurement
from MSMEs by the Defence Ministry (in % ‘000 crore)

BN Target HEM Achievement

10.0

5.0

2017-2018 2020-2021 2024-2025

Private companies accounted for about
20% of the total defence production in
FY17 which continued till FY24.

In FY25, their share has increased
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CHENRAL

BREAKTHROUGH VICTORY
Granollers-Zeballos duo wins first
Grand Slam doubles title

Spain's Marcel Geanollers, left in pic.. and Horaclo Zeballos of

Argentins won their frst Grand Sia

s doubles title on Saturday

after edging British duc Joe Salisbury and Neal Skupski. Granofiers,
39, and Zeballos, 29, had lost three previous Major finals together,
But finally secured a first triumoh with 3 6-0, 6-7(5), 7-5 win.

TRIUMPH TO SAVOLR
Errani-Paolini pair wins women’s

TRICKY CROUND

You're never in at Lord’s: de Villiers’

doubles crown at French Open

Sunday. 7t was Errans's second French Open doubies tile and her
sixth at a Major. Paclint was runmer-ug in Paris last year

advice to South African batters

~
Loed's is 3 tricky ground o play on. You've got the ball mowng
2round more than most grounds in the world for 2 longer period of

time. You're never in,
just respect the game —

it's the first over or the 67th over. So
A8 de Wiliers’ advice 1o the South African

batters ahead of the WTC final against Australia,

JOoB DO

England post four wkt. win over
the West Indies. seal T20I series

=

~
England completed a series win over the West indies with = game to
spare after chasing down a target of 197 in the second T20

Intermational in Bristol on Sunday. The scores: West
45, Charles 47, Wood 2/25) lost to England 199/6 in

20 owers (Hope
183 overs (Buttler 47, Joseph 2/45]

Indies 196/6 in

Alcaraz battles back from

brink to retain his crown

The

anish second seed saves three match

the

vints in the fourth set to turn the contest around and get the better of

top-seeded Sinner in a five-set marathon lasting five hours and 29 minutes for his fifth Grand Slam singles title

FRENCH OPEN

Agence France Presse
PARIS

arlos Alcaraz saved
C(hxee champion-
ship points as he

produced an astonishing

in a French Open final for
the ages on Sunday.
Reigning champion Al
caraz rallied from the
brink of defeat to ower-
come World No. 1 Sinner
46, 67(8), 64, T-6C3).
1102) 1o clinch his 6fth

snapping
match winning run at the
Aajors.

Longest-ever final
Alcaraz pulled off his first
ever comeback from two
0 stun Sinner in
the longest Roland Garros
final in history.

1t easily eclipsed the

Alcaraz becomes the
third youngest man to win
five Grand Slams — after

m Borg and compatriot
Rafael Nadal — following an
incredible duel between
the two stars of a new gen-

Phenem! Alcaraz once again proved that he is coe of the bigge:

premicr player. REUTER:

eration. Sinner fell agonis-
ingly short of a third suc-
cessive Grand Slam crown

er last year's US Open
title and back-to-back Aus-

tralian Open triumphs.
He suffered his
straight loss to Alcar
what was thelr firse meet-
ing in a Grand Skam final —

Aﬂﬁh

and the first champlonship

match at a Major betwee:

two men born In
2000s.

n
the

Alcaraz leads 8-5 overall

talents around by scrpting a remarkable comeback 1o best the worlds

aving alac hestes Stanes

where the
Iecalian recurned to compe.
tition after a three-month
doping ban.

Khaleel,
Rahul,
Easwaran
come good

NORTHHAMPTON

india-A reached 163 for
four in ks second innings
to extend the overall lead
0 184 runs on the third day
of the second “Test” against
England Lions here on
Sunday.

K.L. Rahul hit 51 to fol-
low up his frstinnings
hund Abhima-
nyu Ea.swaran lmpressed
with an 80.

Earlier, resuming at 192

S to reduce the Lions ©
266 for v lunch.
After the interval, Nitish
Kumar Reddy broke Far-
han Ahmed's re:

tance — his §7-ball 24 frus-
trating the visitors — to
make it

An: ended
the resistance at the sty
of

The Indin.A 363 & 16308

in 33 overs (Rahul 51, Easwaran
89, Chris Wioakes 2/31) ws.
England ions 327 in 83 overs
(Gary 71, Haines 54, Cox

Tomtose 36 mro. Khteel 47701

Indian team
begins training
in right earnest

Prep time: indian skipper Gill and his teammates, including the

vezeran Jadeja, put in the hard yards at Lard's. x@6cc

INDIA IN ENGLAND

india hic the ground run-
ning with a high-intensity
Lord-

training session at
ahead of the five-match se-
ries against England begin-
ning on June 20.

The pace quartet of Jas-
prie . Bumran,

Gill was made India's
37¢h Test captain following
e sciiremenia - nr-atal:
warts Rohit Sharma and V

its first Test series win in
Englan,

since 2007.
The series begins at
eadingley followed by

Ed rd-

ampton.

Ankur rises to the occasion as

ThunderBlades pip Challengers

T

AMMEDABAD

The overseas duo of Aruna

fending champion Dempo
Goa Challengers.

‘hile Quadri and Adria-
s pace early on,

Diaz in the mixed doubles
before overcoming Ronit
Bhanja in an entertaining
duel to give the Thunder-
Blades a 9-6 win_

It was a rare instance of

singles, since a stomach
bug Goa Challengers®
veteran Tia ou

his bit by snatching a game
off Anar.

Going for i

‘While both the women's

the
Nigerian's powerful fore-
hands an out of steam
in the decider after con-
verting one of the two gol-
den points.
The tie of the match was
the mixed doubles where
Adriana and Ankul — the

Ankur ouercame Rori's challenge In an entertaining Match, Winy SomE i

expressive duo — surprised
Harmeet and Zen) Jian. An-
kur's banana recefves and
Adriana’s powerful fore-
hand winners left the Chal-
lengers challenged.

The resutts:
Kolkata ThunderBlades bt

Dempo Goa Chatien; s
[Quadsi Aruna be Harmeet De=ai
16-11, 11-10, 13-6; Adviana Diaz
b Krittweks Sinha Roy 13-1, 114,
126 Ackur
Bhattacharjee be

Fisemect 1230, .11, 5.7 Ankr
bt Ronik harge 1012, 13-30,

3 eepehi Setvakumar
lostio Zeng eaT 11 e o)

Uaria s G Suthiyan 1011 913,
treyar

4; Anirban Gho:

B11 328, 114; Ziom Lee fost

Diya Criale 5.1, 521, 513}

The standings:

Dabang Deihi TTC 39 points (4
matches] Q. Jaipur Patsiots.

2

Review system, the need of the hour

AHMEDABAD
©On a day that saw two dis-
putes invelving umpiring
dectsions in_both  the
matches, coaches an
players hop«.d e the Tabia
Tennis Review (TTR) sys-
tem to be implemented in
the Ultimate Table Tennis
WTD.

“The technology Is avail-
able, so we could use it
here also when it comes to
the net service and the hid-
den service rules. We got
booked for hidden service,
but actually when 1 see
how some of the oppo-
nents are serving. then you
could call every serve as
well.

“Normally the umpire
Shobl ses stily Boe other:

point. From my chalr, you
could see that it was a net

a bad day for the umpires
as well ™
TTR has been selectively

lpf'-“" “id Chris Pﬁ‘ﬂel- implemented at various

SG Pipers a the

mnch» globe. Sachin Sheuy, the

edabad's Ricardo  Jaipur Patriots coach, dis-

W:n.hher vu:isvcﬂaw carded agreed with Pfeifer's as-
on day after st of the

e the repliys 6o be dhown
for a net service call that
was ruled in favour of his

opponent, Jalpur Patriots*
Jeet Chandra.

“n was a very crucial

sial point but echoed the
sentiment over the TTR
implementation.

“UTT should introduce

Spicing it ups There was Controversy during JEets Match agaInst Walther, SPECWL ASRAN

ture. I think they are look-
ing at it. It can even come
in handy for deciding on
the service trajectory,”
sShetty sasd.
“with regard to
int, I can understan,

convinced that it wasn't a
net serve. so 1 don’t think
the call was wrong.™

In the late match, U

ra and tw the side of the

<.

‘While the rulebook clar-
ifies that camera as an ex-
ternal equipment is consi-

dered as net. the
would have helped deter-
mine whether the ball
touched the edge or the
side of the able.

ew system will

help bt 1t didinr marer in
t game and the masch
bu

Mumba's szocs
was stunned to see Poy-
mantee Baisya, the Chen-

will suppore the revieways-
tem,” said - ceammate
Yashaswini Ghorpade, af-
ter surprising China's Fan
Siqi.

Amx




Alcaraz battles back from the
brink to retain his crown

The Spanish second seed saves three match points in the fourth set to turn the contest around and get the better of

top-seeded Sinner in a five-set marathon lasting five hours and 29 minutes for his fifth Grand Slam singles title

FRENCH OPEN

Agence France Presse
PARIS

arlos Alcaraz saved
Cthree champion-
ship points as he
produced an astonishing
fightback from two sets
down to beat Jannik Sinner
in a French Open final for
the ages on Sunday.
Reigning champion Al-
caraz rallied from the
brink of defeat to over-
come World No. 1 Sinner
4-6, 67(4), 6-4, 7-6(3),
[10-2] to clinch his fifth
Grand Slam title after five
hours and 29 minutes. The
22-year-old Spaniard is
now unbeaten in five
Grand Slam finals after
snapping Sinner’s 20-
match winning run at the
Majors.

Longest-ever final
Alcaraz pulled off his first
ever comeback from two
sets down to stun Sinner in
the longest Roland Garros
final in history.

It easily eclipsed the
1982 final in Paris when
Mats Wilander triumphed
in four sets over Guillermo
Vilas in 4hr 42min.

Alcaraz becomes the
third youngest man to win
five Grand Slams —- after
Bjorn Borg and compatriot
Rafael Nadal — following an
incredible duel between
the two stars of a new gen-

Phenom! Alcaraz once again proved that he is one of the biggest talents around by scripting a remarkable comeback to best the world’s
premier player. REUTERS

eration. Sinner fell agonis-
ingly short of a third suc-
cessive Grand Slam crown
after last year’s US Open
title and back-to-back Aus-

tralian Open triumphs.

He suffered his fifth
straight loss to Alcaraz in
what was their first meet-
ing in a Grand Slam final —

and the first championship
match at a Major between
two men born in the
2000s.

Alcaraz leads 8-5 overall

having also beaten Sinner
to win in Rome, where the
Italian returned to compe-
tition after a three-month
doping ban.
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The Hakuto-R mission was designed to
demonstrate the capabilities of private space
enterprises in lunar exploration.

The Resilience lander was launched in January
2025 aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket.

It followed a low-energy transfer trajectory to the
Moon, allowing for system checks during its
journey. The target landing site was Mare
Frigoris, chosen for its smooth terrain.




Foreign Direct
Investment in India



The sharp decline in net FDI is
mainly due to increased
repatriation and disinvestment
by foreign firms, totaling USD
51.5 billion in 2024-25, coupled
with a rise in Outward FDI
(OFDI) by Indian companies.

According to the Reserve Bank

of India (RBI), India’s net foreign

direct investment (FDI) crashed

from USD 10.1 billion in 2023—

24, and just USD 0.4 billion in
2024-25.

/




FDI Regulation: Currently, FDI in India is regulated by the FDI Policy
2020 and the FEMA (Non-debt Instrument) Rules, 2019 under the
Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA), 1999.

The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, is the main
regulator of FDI in India.

RBI also plays a key role by enforcing the FDI Rules.



* FDI Prohibition in India: FDI
is strictly prohibited in sectors
like atomic energy generation,
gambling and betting, lotteries,
chit funds, real estate, and
the tobacco industry.




e Current Status of FDI in India: Strong Gross FDI Inflows: Gross
FDI rose to USD 81 billion in 2024-25, up from USD 71.3
billion in 2023-24 and $71.4 billion in 2022-23.

» Key sectors attracting FDI were manufacturing, financial services, energy,
and communication services, together making up over 60% of total inflows.

* Top investing countries—Singapore, Mauritius, UAE, Netherlands, and
the United States—contributed over 75% of gross FDI.



e Outward FDI by Indian Companies: Outward FDI by Indian
companies surged to USD 29.2 billion in 2024-25, a 75%
increase from 2023-24. Top destination countries for Indian OFDI
were Singapore, United States, UAE, Mauritius, and
the Netherlands.

* The sectors driving over 90% of OFDI growth included financial, banking and
insurance services, manufacturing, and wholesale and retail trade,
restaurants, and hotels.



Difference between FDI and FPI

Features

Nature of Investment

Objective

FDI |

Long-term
Long-term presence
in a forelgn country

FPI

Short-term

Earning quick returns

on investments

Control

Investments in

Returns

Significant (over the

invested entlty)

Tanglble = g
~ factories, buildings)

No or Limited control

Financial assets (e.g.,

stocks, bonds)

Dividends, Interest and

Profits, Dividends, and
Capltal appreciation Capital appreciation
Policy Regulations Govt policies and sector Flexible regulations

Impact on Economy

-specific regulations

Job creation, technology

transfer, and economic
growth

and easier entry/exit

Short-term liquidity
and impact on stock
market performance



Word of the day

Vitiate:

corrupt morally or by intemperance or
sensuality; make imperfect; take away the legal
force of or render ineffective

Synonyms: corrupt, debase, debauch,
demoralise, deprave, misdirect, pervert, profane,
subvert, impair, mar, spoil, invalidate, void

Usa g€ The impact of the film was vitiated by
the cast.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/vitiatepro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: [vif.i.ert/




10 PSYGCHOMETRIC

TESTS

BASED ON THE LATEST RDSO PATTERN

ALP PSYCHO ONLINE TEST STAGE Il CBAT
(COMPUTER BASED APTITUDE TEST)

EXPERIENCE THE TEST SERIES THAT
~TRULY FEELS LIKE THE REAL EXAM _.
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Thank you
guys.




