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BIG DISCOUNT
FESTIVAL

~ 10%0FF

GK-G S+

+CURRENT AFFAIRS
2025-26 GOMEQ

BY BHUNESH SIR | geT 10% |OFF CODE:B10

INCLUDES:

e COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE
e | JAN 2025—-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS)

l FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY, DEFENCE '




@ Class24 *,"“ s Home Exams -  Current Affairs Buyacourse v Blog LiveTest Scholarship Test TestSeries v  Aboutus

GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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India, U.S. unveil framework for trade deal

Both countries commit to provide each other
preferential market access on sustained basis

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

duce tariffs on all in-

dustrial goods and a
“wide range” of agricultu-
ral goods imported from
the United States, accord-
ing to the joint statement
issued by the two coun-
tries on Saturday morning.

In return, the U.S. will
reduce its tariffs on Indian
imports to 18% from the ex-
isting 50% by amending
the relevant executive or-
der, the statement said.
These commitments are
part of the framework the
two countries have worked
out in an Interim Agree-
ment on trade.

Notably, the joint state-
ment did not include any
mention of India's imports
of Russian oil. However,
U.S. President Donald
Trump separately signed
an amendment to an exec-
utive order — effective from
February 7, 2026 - that re-
moved the additional 25%
tariff on imports from In-
dia, which had been im-
posed in August 2025.

l ndia will remove or re-

Phased implementation
Speaking to presspersons
on Saturday, Commerce

Minister Piyush Goyal said

that the executive order
that would reduce the re-
maining 25% reciprocal ta-
riff to 18% is expected next
week. Earlier, he had said
that India will be able to re-
duce or remove its tariffs
on American goods only af-
ter the formal Interim
Agreement is signed,
which he said is expected
to happen in mid-March.

Notably, the joint state-
ment includes a specific
clause that says that each
country can modify its
own commitments if the
other country changes the
agreed tariffs.

“This framework re-
flects the growing depth,
trust and dynamism of our
partnership,” Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said on
X. “It strengthens ‘Make in
India’ by opening new op-
portunities for India’s
hard-working farmers, en-
trepreneurs, MSMEs, Star-
tUp innovators, fishermen
and more. It will generate
large-scale employment
for women and
youngsters.”

“India will eliminate or
reduce tariffs on all U.S. in-
dustrial goods and a wide
range of U.S. food and agri-
cultural products, includ-
ing dried distillers’ grains,
red sorghum for animal

India intends to purchase U.S. products
worth $500 billion over the next five years

Deal diary

India and the U.S., in a joint statement on Saturday, announced that the two countries have worked
out the framework for an intenim agreement on trade

mThe US. has
already removed
25% tariffs;

m Sensitive agricultural
items and dairy kept out
of the deal

remaining 25%
will be lowered to
18% "next week'

®m India to reduce/
remove tanfis for

m Both countries can
modify their commitments
if one of them changes
the agreed-upon tariffs

U.S. goods only
after a formal
deal is signed,
likely in March

m Both countries agreed
to continue working
towards a larger Bilateral
Trade Agreement

Finer
details:
Commerce
Minister
Piyush Goyal
speaking
about the
detalls of
the deal to
Presspersons
n New Delhi.
PTI

feed, tree nuts, fresh and
processed fruit, soybean
oil, wine and spirits, and
additional products,” the
joint statement said.

“The United States and
India commit to provide
each other preferential
market access in sectors of
respective interest on a
sustained basis,” the state-
ment said. “The United
States and India will esta-
blish rules of origin that
ensure that the benefits of
the Agreement accrue pre-
dominantly to the United
States and India.”

In a post on X, Mr. Goyal
said the framework “re-
flects India’s commitment
to safeguarding farmers’
interests and sustaining ru-

ral livelihoods by com-
pletely protecting sensitive
agricultural and dairy pro-
ducts, including maize,
wheat, rice, soya, poultry,
milk, cheese, ethanol
(fuel), tobacco, certain ve-
getables, meat, etc”.

The joint statement said
that the U.S. would reduce
its tariffs to 18% on several
imports from India, includ-
ing textiles and apparel,
leather and footwear, plas-
tic and rubber, organic
chemicals, home décor, ar-
tisanal products, and cer-
tain machinery.

After the interim agree-
ment is officially signed,
the U.S. will remove tariffs
on a wider range of goods,
including generic pharma-

ceuticals, gems and dia-
monds, and aircraft and
aircraft parts. In addition,
the U.S. said it would re-
move tariffs on aluminium,
steel, and copper.

Non-tariff barriers
The joint statement said
that the two countries
would also address non-ta-
riffl barriers that affect
trade between them.

India has agreed to ad-
dress non-ariff barriers on
the import of U.S. medical
devices and Information
and Communication Tech-
nology (ICT) goods.

“Recognising the impor-
tance of working together
to resolve long-standing
concerns, India also agrees

Deal has no item
that can hurt
farmers: Goyal

NEW DELHI

The interim agreement
between India and the U.S. will
not include any item that will
hurt Indian farmers, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal said. He
said there are several areas
where farmers and MSMEs
have received duty-free entry
into the U.S, market. » PAGE 4

to address long-standing
non-tariff barriers to the
trade in U.S. food and agri-
cultural products,” the
statement said.

The statement added
that the two countries
would work towards
“further expanding market
access opportunities”
through negotiations on a
more comprehensive Bilat-
eral Trade Agreement
(BTA).

“The U.S. affirms that it
intends to take into consid-
eration, during the nego-
tiations of the BTA, India’s
request that the U.S. conti-
nue to work to lower tariffs
on Indian goods,” the state-
ment said.

The two countries also

Framework reflects growing trust and dynamism
of partnership; will generate jobs, says Modi

agreed to strengthen “eco-
nomic security alignment”
to enhance supply chain
resilience and innovation
through complementary
actions “to address non-
market policies of third
parties”, as well as cooper-
ating on inbound and out-
bound investment reviews
and export controls.
“India intends to pur-
chase $500 billion of U.S.
energy products, aircraft
and aircraft parts, precious
metals, technology pro-
ducts, and coking coal over
the next 5 years,” the state-
ment said. “India and the
U.S. will significantly in-
crease trade in technology
products, including Graph-
ics Processing Units (GPUs)
and other goods used in
data centers, and expand
Joint technology
cooperation.”

Digital trade

The two countries also
committed to addressing
“discriminatory or burden-
some" practices and other
barriers to digital trade,
and to set a “clear path-
way” to achieve mutually
beneficial digital trade
rules as part of the BTA.

SKM ANNOUNCES PROTEST
» PAGE 4



THE DEAL SCORECARD
55% $45 bn $100 bn

Indian exports to : India's current Annual imports from US needed, to

benefit from tariff cut : imports from US i meet target of $500 bn over 5 years

WHERE INDIA GAINS WHERE INDIA LOSES

Wider US rr]arket access for rice, 4 @ Cuts back on cheaper
seafood, spices, processed foods A - Russian oil imports

Big tariff relief for textiles, ':\ Qn' s o With tariff relief for

apparel and leather » N R US fruit, soybean oil,
( \ farmer angst likely

Zero-duty N B o Cheaper US

'\ —® solar gear to hit
domestic sector

access for &
generic drugs ’. @ '|
rl\::\e,?\:;z;é?ntsariffs : o o US industrial
| o / _ /£, , goods to
and jewellery ;O [ Qe ' e swamp
exports N = 7 - o Indian market

-

Preferential —— : ' Regulatory and
guota eases = B | /—*® IP alignment
auto-part duties NS/ N pressure

No reciprocal tariffs @ '\': :V 0'] Digital trade

on Indian farmand » BV — s W% rules curb India’s
food exports — c = (: ', tech-policy space
US lifts select aircraft and = — US chips, Al hardware, energy

aviation-part tariffs 8 - e equipment gain advantage
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TARIFF CUTS, TRADE-OFFS & THE ROAD AHEAD

INDIA'S KEY EXPORTS & WHERE IT GAINS

Textiles, leather, chemicals,
marine products

Diamonds, some auto parts
& machinery, aircraft parts,
tea, coffee, spices, banana,
cocoa, mushrooms, guava*

Smartphones, pharma
Minerals, agri products
Steel, aluminium, copper

(*some items moved to 2nd segment)

Value of

exports ($Sbn) \

30

14

26
4

12

Now (%)

MFN+50
reciprocal

MFN+50
reciprocal

Zero
Zero

50

MFN is product-specific tariff applied on imports from all countries

(for Russian oil)
is removed

25% reciprocal tariff
to be cut to 18%
in next few days

MFN+18
reciprocal

Zero

Zero
Zero

50

Over 90%
industrial goods

Cars over
3,000cc

Alcohol

Apples, cotton

No concessions

Zero-duty accgss for Indian
exports after final agreement
is signed, likely mid-March

The agreement reflects India’s commitment to safeguarding farmers’ interests and sustaining rural
livelihoods by completely protecting sensitive agricultural and dairy products, including maize,

wheat, rice, soya, poultry, milk, cheese, ethanol (fuel), tobacco, certain vegetables, meat

—PIYUSH GOYAL, commerce minister

US'S GAINS

Tariff elimination + duty cuts over 10 years
+ reduction based on quotas

Cut to 30% over 10 years, with quotas

Duty cut with minimum import price
Duty cuts for specified quantities

Wheat, rice, corn, soybean, poultry, meat,
bananas, strawberry, cherries, green peas,
moong, kabuli chana, oilseeds, tobacco,
ethanol, dairy products

India to cut duty on US
exports once the final deal
is signed in March




WHERE INDIA-US TRADE STANDS NOW

Exports remain strong so far, even as trade surplus narrows

and monthly shipments fluctuate
INDIA-US TRADE ($8N)
» India’s exports ® India's imports Trade surplus
. 77.5 2E
N5 — ) ®
o I, 86.5
040 — 5 )
2025-26 I 65.9 %5

(Apr-Dec) |NEEG_—_— 39.4

HOW INDIA'S EXPORTS MOVED SINCE APRIL ($8N)
% change
_167% 143 258 27 62 129 47 28 14

10

8.4 (2025

7.2
(2024

G A e N N e e
INDIA VERSUS COMPETING COUNTRIES

MY US reciprocal tariff o)k}
South Korea |NEEG_—N 25

Vietnam NG 20
Indonesia, Cambodia, e 19
Thailand, Malaysia
India S 18
Taiwan, Japan [INEEG_———— 15
Australia, Singapore NN 10 Source: Govt




W HISTORICAL EVOLUTION

Phase 1: Early Years (1947-1991)

* 1947: Diplomatic relations established post-independence

» 1960s: US wheat exports during drought; Green Revolution support
+1962: US aided India in Indo-China War

« 1974: Relations strained after India's nuclear tests

« Cold War Era: India's non-alignment limited economic ties

Phase 2: Post-Liberalization (1991-2005)

* 1991: India's economic liberalization begins

» 1998: Nuclear tests; sanctions imposed then lifted

+ 2000: President Clinton visits India

« 2004: India declines Major Non-NATO Ally status

* Trade doubled from $14 billion (2000) to significant growth

Phase 3: Strategic Partnership (2005-2025)

* 2005: US-India Civil Nuclear Deal announced

+ 2009: First Strategic Dialogue established

+ 2014: Modi-Obama partnership; goal of $5008 trade

« 2016: India designated Major Defense Partner

« 2018: India moved to Tier-1 Strategic Trade Authorization
+ 2023: Modi's state visit to US; COMPACT initiative

« 2025: Trade war erupts; Trump imposes 50% tariffs




Tariff Structure

+ US Tariffs on India: Reduced from 50% — 18%

 Additional 25% penalty: Removed (was for Russian oil)

« Zero tariff items: Generic pharma, gems, diamonds, aircraft parts

* India's commitment: Eliminate/reduce tariffs on US industrial goods
- Agriculture: Zero tariffs on tree nuts, wine, spirits, fruits, vegetables

Major Commitments

India to purchase $500 billion US goods over 5 years

* Energy: Replace Russian oil with US/Venezuela oil

« Aircraft: $80 billion Boeing orders ready

* Defense: Significant procurement planned

* Technology: GPUs, data center equipment, semiconductors
» Coking Coal: Industrial requirements



B ECONOMICS & TRADE DATA

Overall Trade Statistics (2024)

Total Bilateral Trade: $212.3 billion (18.3% from 2023)

* Goods Trade: $128.9 billion
» Services Trade: $83.4 billion
* US Trade Deficit with India: $45.8 billion (goods)

FY 2024-25 Data (April-March)

India-US Bilateral Trade: $132.2 billion

* India's Exports to US: $86.51 billion (T from $77.51B)
* India’s Imports from US: $45.69 billion

* Trade Surplus for India: $40.82 billion

* Number of commodities exported: 7,174

Investment Flows

* US FDI in India (2000-2025): $70.65 billion (3rd largest investor)
* 2023-24 FDI: $6.04 billion (9% of total FDI)

* Employment: US affiliates in India: 1.7M; Indian affiliates in US: 81,000

| Trade grew from $20 billion (2000) to $132 billion (2024-25)
CAGR: 15% overall | Services: 20% | Goods: 11%



H INDIA'S EXPORTS TO USA

Top Export Categories (2024)

* 1. Pharmaceuticals & Medicines: Leading export item

= 2. Manufactured Goods: Textiles, apparel, leather goods
+ 3. IT Equipment: Computer hardware, electronics

« 4, Gems & Jewelry: Diamonds, precious stones

+ 5, Textile & Apparel: Garments, home furnishings

« 6. Organic Chemicals: Industrial chemicals

« 7. Iron & Steel: Flat-rolled products

« 8. Machinery: Various machinery types

= 9, Artisanal Products: Home décor items

* 10. Rubber & Plastic Products

Services Exports

Services Exports: $41.8 billion (2024) 715.9%

« IT Services: Software development, tech services
* Business Services: R&D;, consulting, BPO
* Professional Services: Engineering, architectural

* Education Services: Indian students in US




H INDIA'S IMPORTS FROM USA

Top Import Categories (2024)

* 1. Oil & Gas: Crude oil, LNG, petroleum products

» 2. Aerospace Products & Parts: Aircraft, engines, components
+ 3. Coal & Petroleum Gases: Coking coal

* 4. Basic Chemicals: Industrial chemicals

* 5. Precious Metals: Gold, silver

* 6. Nuclear Reactors: Heavy machinery

+ 7. Technology Products: GPUs, semiconductors

« 8. Medical Devices: Advanced healthcare equipment

* 9. Defense Equipment: Military technology

* 10. Agricultural Products: Tree nuts, pulses, fruits

Strategic Imports

* Energy: Hydrocarbon trade $13.6B (FY 2023-24)
 Defense: $1B+ transport aircraft, amphibious vessels

+ Education: Significant spending by Indian students in US
* Technology: Critical for data centers, Al infrastructure




HE BENEFITS TO INDIA

Economic Benefits

« Tariff Relief: 18% vs 50% = 32% reduction; saves billions

» Export Competitiveness: Better than Pakistan (19%), Vietnam (20%), Bangladesh (20%)
» Market Access: Access to $30 frillion US economy

» Job Creation: Hundreds of thousands of new jobs expected

* Rupee Stabilization: Deal reduced currency volatility

« Stock Market Boost: Sensex/Nifty gains from reduced uncertainty

Sectoral Benefits

' Protected Sectors: Textiles, leather, footwear, organic chemicals, home décor, artisanal products,
machinery

* MSMEs: Relief for small & medium enterprises

* Pharmaceuticals: Zero tariffs on generics

* Gems & Jewelry: Zero tariff advantage

» Technology: Access to cutting-edge GPUs, semiconductors

» Agriculture: Sensitive sectors protected (wheat, rice, maize, dairy)

Strategic Benefits

* FDI Inflows: Expected billions for data centers, nuclear energy
* Supply Chain Integration: Alternative to China in global chains
* Technology Transfer: Semiconductor, defense innovation

» Defense Cooperation: Co-production, critical minerals access
* Quad Strengthening: Enhanced Indo-Pacific partnership




HE BENEFITS TO USA

Economic Benefits

$500 Billion Indian Procurement Commitment (5 years)

* Energy Exports: LNG, crude oil replacing Russian supply

» Aircraft Sales: $80 billion Boeing orders ready

* Agricultural Exports: Zero tariffs on tree nuts, wine, fruits, vegetables
* Trade Deficit Reduction: Addressing $45.88 goods deficit

» Job Creation: Manufacturing, energy, agriculture sectors

Strategic Benefits

* Geopolitical: Countering China in Indo-Pacific

* Energy Security: Displacing Russian oil from Indian market

* Defense Partnership: Strengthening Major Defense Partner status
* Technology Alliance: Joint Al, semiconductor cooperation

* Supply Chain: Reducing China dependency

* Democratic Alliance: World's largest democracies united



Bl CHALLENGES & CONCERNS

Implementation Uncertainties

* Details Unclear: Many specifics not confirmed by both sides

« Different Narratives: Trump vs Modi claims differ

* No Formal Date: Joint statement timing uncertain

* Legal Questions: Congressional approval may be needed

* Trump's Track Record: Previous reversals (South Korea example)

For India - Concerns

Domestic Opposition: Farmer unions oppose agricultural market opening

* Russian Relations: Strain with Moscow over oil reduction

+ S-400 Missile Issue: Defense dependency on Russia

« Strategic Autonomy: Erosion of non-aligned foreign policy
* Agriculture Vulnerability: Dairy, wheat, rice sectors at risk
* Import Bill Stress: $500B commitment may strain CAD

* Opposition Criticism: Rahul Gandhi calls it 'surrender’

» Over-dependence Risk: Too reliant on US market




HE KEY FRAMEWORKS & INITIATIVES

Defense Cooperation

* LEMOA: Logistics Exchange Memorandum (2016)

* COMCASA: Communications Compatibility (2018)

* BECA: Basic Exchange Cooperation Agreement (2020)
* ISA: Industrial Security Annex

* INDUS-X: Defense technology innovation ecosystem

* COMPACT: Cooperation for Military Partnership & Tech
» 10-Year Framework: New defense deal expected 2025

Bilateral Mechanisms

» 2+2 Dialogue: Defense & foreign ministers annual meeting
* Trade Policy Forum: 14 ministerial meetings held

* Economic & Financial Partnership: 9 rounds completed
* CEO Forum: Business engagement platform

Technology & Clean Energy

= [CET: Initiative on Crifical & Emerging Technologies

» SCEP: Strategic Clean Energy Partnership (5 pillars)

» Semiconductor Collaboration: $825M US investment commitment
» Space Cooperation: ISRO-CSpOC collaboration on debris

* Al Partnership: Joint development initiatives

Military Exercises

* Yudh Abhyas: Army exercise (20th edition in 2024)

« Vajra Prahar: Special Forces exercise

» Malabar: Naval exercise (with Japan, Australia)

* India has largest number of military exercises with US




Critical Acronyms

« BTA: Bilateral Trade Agreement

* ITA: Interim Trade Agreement

* MDP: Major Defense Partner

* USTR: US Trade Representative

* NTB: Non-Tariff Barriers

« SPS: Sanitary & Phytosanitary Measures
* IP: Intellectual Property

* FDI: Foreign Direct Investment

« CAD: Current Account Deficit
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India and Malaysia sign pacts to expand ties

The two countries sign agreements in critical
areas, including defence and semiconductors

Press Trust of India

KUALA LUMPUR

ndia and Malaysia on
l Sunday vowed to ex-

pand their ties in the
high-priority sectors of
trade and investment, de-
fence, energy, advanced
manufacturing and semi-
conductors with Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi as-
serting that both sides are
committed to peace and
stability in the
Indo-Pacific.

Following his wide-rang-
ing talks with Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him, Mr. Modi reiterated
India’s position on combat-
ing terrorism as he said:
“Our message on terrorism
is clear; no double stan-
dard, no compromise.”
The two sides inked a total
of 11 agreements and docu-

ments to expand coopera-
tion in a range of key areas,
including a framework
pact for deeper engage-
ment in the semiconductor
sector.

Mr. Modi, who arrived
in Kuala Lumpur on Satur-
day, and Mr. Ibrahim ap-
preciated efforts to pro-
mote the usage of local
currencies — the Indian ru-
pee and Malaysian ringgit
— for trade settlement.

“We will pave the way
for economic transforma-
tion through strategic
trust,” Mr. Modi said, de-
scribing the India-Malaysia
relationship as “special”.

During the visit, Mr. Mo-
di met Malaysia’s Indian-
origin Ministers, MPs, and
Senators and interacted
with four leading industry
leaders.

“We are maritime neigh-

In Kuala Lumpur, Modi and Malaysian PM stress
their efforts to promote trade in local currencies

Bidding adieu: Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves to the

gathering before his departure from Malaysia on Sunday. P11

bours. For centuries, our
peoples have had deep and
cordial ties,” he said in his
media statement. Mr. Modi
also announced India’s de-
cision to establish an In-
dian Consulate General in
Malaysia. In his remarks,

Mr. Ibrahim noted India’s
economic growth and said
his country would benefit
immensely if it could se-
cure more ways and op-
portunities to collaborate
with New Delhi.

“It [India’s economic

growth] is on spectacular
rise in the international
trade scene,” he said, de-
scribing the decision to use
local currencies for bilater-
al trade as “remarkable”.

In the talks, Malaysia ex-
tended its support for In-
dia’s permanent member-
ship in a reformed United
Nations Security Council
(UNSC).

Elaborating on engage-
ment in the security do-
main, Mr. Modi said coop-
eration in
counter-terrorism, intelli-
gence sharing, and mari-
time security will be
strengthened, adding that
both sides will further ex-
pand defence ties.

“Along with Al and digi-
tal technologies, we will
advance partnerships in
semiconductors, health,
and food security,” he said,

noting that the discussions
at the CEO Forum opened
new opportunities for
trade and investment.

The Prime Minister
touched upon India’s posi-
tion on Indo-Pacific and its
steadfast views on the 10-
nation  Association of
Southeast Asian Nations's
(ASEAN) centrality in the
region. “The Indo-Pacific
region is emerging as the
world’s growth engine.
We, along with ASEAN, are
committed to develop-
ment, peace, and stability
throughout the Indo-Pacif-
ic region,” he said.

“With the support of
friendly countries like Ma-
laysia, India will further ex-
pand its relations with
ASEAN. We agree that the
review of the ASEAN-India
Trade Agreement, ITIGA,
should be completed expe-

The PM announced that an Indian Consulate
General is to be established in Malaysia soon

ditiously,” he added.

Mr. Modi said he and Mr.
Ibrahim also had a “mea-
ningful discussion” on re-
gional and global issues.
“In this environment of
global instability, the grow-
ing friendship between In-
dia and Malaysia is of vital
importance to both coun-
tries.”

“We share the view that
reform of global institu-
tions is essential to address
today’s challenges. We will
continue to support all ef-
forts for peace. And our
message on terrorism is
clear: No double standard;
no compromise,” he ad-
ded. “We appreciate your
commitment to India-Ma-
laysia relations. Let us to-
gether realise your dream
of a prosperous Malaysia
and our resolve for a deve-
loped India,” he said.
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Independence from the United Kingdom

« Federation of Malaya 31 August 1957

Capital Kuala Lumpurl™ 1]
and largest city o 3°8'N 101°41'E
Administrative center Putrajayal”™ ?
(@ 2°56'N 101°42°E
National language Malaylallic]
(official)
Recognised Englishl®]
languages
Ethnic groups 70.5% Bumiputera
(2023)/213114] - 57.3% Malay
13.2%
indigenous
groups of
Sabah,
Sarawak, Orang
Asli and other
22.9% Chinese
6.6% Indian
Religion (2020)°¢/ 63.5% Islam
(official)(]
18.7% Buddhism
9.1% Christianity
6.1% Hinduism
0.9% other
1.8% unknown
Demonym Malaysian
Government Federal
parliamentary
constitutional
elective monarchy
* Monarch Ibrahim Iskandar
* Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
Legislature Parliament

* Upper house
* Lower house

Dewan Negara
Dewan Rakyat

« Sarawak self- 22 July 1963
governance
+ North Borneo seli- 31 August 1963/
governance
* Proclamation of 16 September 1963
Malaysia
‘ Area
+ Total 330,803!"71111 km?
(127,724 sq mi)
(67th)
| & Water (%) 0.3
Population
+ 2024 estimate A 34,564,8101'2
(43rd)
* 2020 census 32,447,385!'7
* Density 101/km?
(261.6/sq mi)
_ (116th)
GDP (PPP) 2025 estimate
« Total A $1.478 trillion! !
(30th)
» Per capita 4 $43,665!1%)
(52nd)
' GDP (nominal) 2025 estimate
* Total A $470,572
billion!"*! (35th)
~ * Per capita A $13,9011"% (76th)
| Gini (2024) v 39.01'5]
medium inequality
HDI (2023) 4081919
very high (67th)
Currency Malaysian ringgit

(RM) (MYR)




Period / Year Key Event

Malay Peninsula part of early Indianised kingdoms; strong KBdddhist cultural

Ancient14th c. influence via trade.

Malacca Sultanatemerges as a major maritime trading hub; Islam spreads wide

15the. the region.

1511 Portuguesecapture Malacca, beginning European colonial control.

1641 Dutchtake Malacca from the Portuguese.

17861824 British establish control (Penang, Malacca, Singapore); Straits Settlements formed.

19421945 Japanese occupatioduring World War 1l weakens British authority.

1948 Federation of Malayacreated under British protection.

1957 Independence of Malay&rom Britain (31 August).

1963 Formation ofMalaysiaby joining Malaya wittsabah, Sarawak, and Singapore

1965 Singapore exitdlalaysia to become an independent country.

1969 Ethnic ripts lead to political reforms amtew Economic Policy (NEf) socie
economic balance.

1981¢2003 Mahathir Mohamad era rapid industrialisation and modernisation.

21st century Consolidation as middle-income, exportoriented economy active ASEAN membe



India and Malaysia signed multiple agreements/documents (reported as 11) to expand cooperation in

key sectors.

HRd 3R AR A URg &A1 § g0 g6 & (e Bs JHsia/qwardst (o 11) I1s By

Focus areas include trade & investment, defence, energy, advanced manufacturing, and

semiconductors.
B &7 AR-fAd2l, 81T, Hait, I=1d fafantor 3k Artbsaer|
A framework pact was signed for deeper engagement in the semiconductor sector.
Ariheder & | g3 JT8ieR & fiv Ue thHadh JHsitdr faear T
e This supports supply-chain cooperation, technology collaboration, and industrial linkages.
UE ATS-U9 JEANT, SHATclsit ATSIGRT 3R SeNfTies FBfaefac! &bl Halgd dbRdl &l

The leaders stressed promoting bilateral trade settlement in local currencies (INR and Malaysian

Ringgit).
131l A fguefla @R &1 fAuem et qer3ft (Fua 3k Aafrs Rffic) # e wR 3k |
e This can reduce transaction costs, lower forex risk, and ease trade payments.

SIY -G ANTd TC Jbd! &, BRAT SEH BH & Jdbdl & 3R ITdT Uftsar A & Jdbdt &l




India announced that an Indian Consulate General will be established in Malaysia soon.
YRA A AT A STeg & MR a1foTsd gdtard (Consulate General) TG 634 @bt €SO 6|
e This improves consular services, people-to-people links, and business facilitation.
I BIRGeR AT, ST-311 JUH 3R ATIR Jfaem gt
Security cooperation was highlighted: counter-terrorism, intelligence sharing, and maritime security.
JREIT TEANT R IAR: ATddmarg-Aeit TgAT, Ftsar STAGRT AT BT 3R THgt IR
e Both sides indicated defence ties will be further expanded.
ST uelf A g Jdei Bt 3R fawdar 37 &t 91d BeEl|
Malaysia expressed support for India’s permanent membership in a reformed UN Security Council
(UNSC).
HefRrRIT A JenRa TAgda Isg JR&M URYG (UNSC) A HIRA ! ATt JeXIdr & TrHF bl 91d BHell
Indo-Pacific and ASEAN centrality were referenced in the discussions as guiding regional principles.
ardf ® 28)-8fAftees 31 ASEAN b “centrality” @t &=t anfeefes fagid & ®u v Reifdsd faam mam
India and Malaysia noted opportunities opened through business/CEO-level engagement for trade
and investment.
HRA-AATRIT A @UR d fAdel & faT f§33/CEO-TaR1T Jdrg J g1 3R Bl JFifded faaarl
The ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) review was mentioned as something to be

completed expeditiously.



 Geostrategic geography ({iel/RoTlfd)

e Malaysia's proximity to the Strait of Malacca is crucial because it is one of the world's busiest

sea routes for trade and energy shipments.
HATRIT HeldpT STASHBHET & fAdhe &, 3 ATIR 3R FHail-uRagd &1 3icid @d gt Al &
o For India, safer sea lanes support energy security, trade continuity, and Indo-Pacific strategy.
VRA & AT JRfeia Trgt anf o1t gRaf, @R fAazdr 3k g81-dfafte orHifa & fae st &1
e Economic logic (31efarazenm)
e Semiconductor cooperation matters as chips are critical inputs for electronics, telecom,

defence systems, automobiles, and Al.
JHidssae’ g HEYUl & wiifcs [ seiagiHad, SwldIH, &M, seHasd 31k Al & fag st
$TICEl

e Local currency settlement can improve payment efficiency, but requires robust financial

plumbing between banks.

R[THIT ggT fAue™ YTaM &Y $RId §41 Jdbdl &, R 36 foe db! & §iT Hargd Big-Riad G a1fgg|
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Visually challenged woman to become
a judge in Kerala after topping merit list

K.S. Sudhi
KOCHI

Lawyer Thanya Nathan C.
will most likely enter the
annals of Kerala’s judicial
history as the first visually
challenged woman judge.

Ms. Nathan, who is total-
ly blind, has been ranked
first on the merit list of per-
sons with benchmark dis-
abilities in the recent judi-
cial service examination
for the selection of Civil
Judges (Junior Division) in
the Kerala Judicial Service.
Joyson Sajan, with cerebral
palsy, came second.

It was a landmark judg-
ment by a Supreme Court
Bench of Justices J.B. Pardi-
wala and R. Mahadevan in
2025 which noted that “vi-
sually impaired candidates

|

Thanya Nathan C. had secured the first rank in her L

-

L.B.

examination from Kannur University. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

cannot be said to be ‘not
suitable’ for judicial ser-
vice and they are eligible to
participate in selection for
posts in judicial service”.
That paved the way for Ms.
Nathan to become a judge.

“This should probably

be for the first time that a
candidate with visual dis-
ability is clearing the judi-
cial service examination in
Kerala. It’s not known
whether such candidates
had earlier applied for the
post. Currently, there are
-

no visually challenged
judges in Kerala,” judicial
sources said.

Overcoming her limita-
tion, 24-year-old Ms. Nath-
an secured the first rank in
the LL.B. examination
from Kannur University.
She began her practice as a
junior to a lawyer at Talipa-
ramba in Kannur.

“My senior and a few
others encouraged me to
take the recruitment exam.
I studied law using the
Braille system. Now, tech-
nology has come to the aid
of people like me, where
screen-reading software
helps us read texts,” Ms.
Nathan, who does not
need a white cane to move
around, told The Hindu. “I
am confident of overcom-
ing the challenges.”

A INY



Stage

Entry

1st Promotion

2nd Promotion

Core District Judiciary

Senior District Level

Constitutional Elevation

Apex Level

Retirement

Post / Designation Typical Service Years

Civil Judge (Junior Division) Year @5

Civil Judge (Senior Division) Year §10

District Judge (Entry Level / Fast TraclYear 1@13

District & Sessions Judge Year 1820

Principal District Judge / Special JudgYear 2@23

High Court Judge Year 2830

Judge Supreme Court of India

Supreme Court Judge retires Age 65

Usually after §7 yrs as HC judge

What happens at this stage

Trial court work: civil & criminal cases ¢
tehsil level

Handles highewalue civil suits and
serious criminal matters

May come via promotion or LDCE;
handles sessions cases

Head of district judiciary; administrative
+ judicial powers

Important districts / special courts (CBI
NDPS, etc.)

Appointed under Article 217;
constitutional court role

Final interpreter of Constitution

Constitutional retirement age



Aspect Rule

Article 217 17 appointment by

Entry to HC from judiciary President

Minimum eligibility for HC 10 years judicial service
Retirement age | District Judge 60 years (state-specific)

Retirement age I High Court

Judge 62 years

Retirement age I Supreme Court

Judge 65 years

Judges recommend judges (HC &

Collegium system SC)



Point Explanation

Depends on vacancies, ACRs,

Promotion IS not automatic . L
Integrity, judgments

Not all District Judges become H
iudges Only top performers are elevated

Not all HC judges reach SC SC hasimited seats (34 judges)

Quality judgments + reputation

Merit + seniority both matter 7
are critical



e A visually challenged (totally blind) woman lawyer, Thanya Nathan C., is likely to become

Kerala’'s first visually challenged woman judge.
quf gfanfeia Aiga adbia =T ATerA Ht. &Bc ol Ugelt gfeeanfera Afgar sist 9= & fden d 8|

e She topped the merit list (benchmark disabilities category) in the Kerala Judicial Service
exam for Civil Judge (Junior Division) selection.
32 et IfSRre afda wdten & f&fae 31t (SRR f2fas) 997 2q Jamrd faei Aot 1 e
et ? Ugen R g1 far

e Another candidate, Joyson Sajan (cerebral palsy), secured the second position.
ST Ao (Al UTedT) 3 GIRT - 9 fepa

e Why this is important (Significance)

e |t marks a major inclusion milestone for Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) in the judiciary.
IE FRIUTfepT A fEAmsi[Y (PwDs) & THIAM bl fdom A 98T Hid &1 UceR &1

e Judicial sources indicated that Kerala currently has no visually challenged judges, making this

a first-of-its-kind entry.

=MIes Hdl & FTAR Bt A 3nit gfecanfera sis1 781 8, SAfMT I8 U Qa1 Famd At 511 & 8|



Constitutional values (Fadenfa 3mMeR)
e Equality and non-discrimination principles support inclusion in public employment.
D AR  JIHTIRM BT MR JHHAT 3R WeHa-fAde & fGgid €1
e Article 14 (Equality before law) and Article 16 (Equality of opportunity in public employment) are
directly relevant.
TG 14 (B B JAE JATAT) 3R TG 16 (JTdaidb AR | JHF HaIR) I Uifias &
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016 (& 3ifeibR BT, 2016)
e The Act promotes non-discrimination, reasonable accommodation, and accessibility in
education and employment.
IUE B WeHTa-fAger, 3fdd 3rjpe (reasonable accommodation) 3R geniar & gemar ar 8|
* "Benchmark disability” is a key concept for targeted support and reservation-related eligibility.
" fEaiTar @feia Jerrdr 3R 3TReroT/I=dar  S[8T Hegdyrf B &l
Reasonable accommodation (3fdd 3/ &%)
o Use of Braille/screen readers, accessible exam formats, and assistive tech are typical
accommodations enabling fair competition.
/T AR, AW TRie-wiHe 3R TP ddb-id B AIHA & oif (sagf wfaeaelf Ivd g41d &l
Judiciary & diversity (RIruifaasT & fafaerdr)

e Inclusion improves representativeness and strengthens trust in institutions by ensuring equal

access to constitutional offices.

JHTARM & YN B fdfAfeicsdr gedt & 3R Jdenfies ugl o IH uga A faar AsTgd gldr gl



Japan’s Takaichi wins landslide,
clears way for hardline agenda

mPAthecumleeastheats,AnAbsoluteMapntylndss-MemberHouse

Tokyo: Japan's PM Sanae Ta- ﬁ
kaichi made a big gamble on £ &
Sunday;, holdinga snapelection g

only 110 days after she became
the first woman to serve as the
country’s prime minister. It pa-
id off, with voters offering a re-
sounding mandate for her eco-
nomic policies and tough stan-
ceon immigrationand China.

Takaichi’s Liberal Demo-
cratic Party won in a landslide,
securing an absolute majority
in Japan's 465-member House
of Representatives, the lower
house of Japan's bicameral
Parliament, according to NHK,
the public broadcaster. As of
early Monday in Japan, the par-
ty had won at least 310 seats, up
from 198, NHK said.

The result clears the way
for Takaichi to enact a conser-
vative agenda on defence and
social issues and to strengthen
her positionontheglobal stage,
with President Donald Trump
having given her candidacy a
ringing endorsement. The out-
come is a remarkable reversal
of fortune for Takaichi's party,
which governed Japan for
much of the past seven decades
but has suffered a seriesof bru-
ising defeats in recent years, le-
aving it in the unusual position
of being a minority in both ho-
uses of Parliament.

Sanae Takaichi told NHK
after her victory Sunday that
she had called the snap elec-
tion as she felt “it would be

i

.”‘,

A pedestrian walks past a poster of PM Takaichi near a polling station in Tokyo

PM congratulates Takaichi, calls win ‘landmark’

M Narendra Modi Sunday greeted his Japanese counterpart
Sanae Takaichi on her “landmark victory™ in the elections.

“Congratulations Sanae Takaichi on your landmark
victory in the elections to the House of
Representatives,” Modi said in a post on X. The prime
1 minister said India-Japan Special Strategic and Global
Partnership plays a vital role in enhancing global
peace, stability and prosperity. “l am confident that
under your able leadership, we will continue to take

the India-Japan friendship to greater heights,” Modi said. rn

wrong to simply drag things
along without seeking a pub-
licmandate.”

Takaichi, 64, soared to vic-
tory in part because of her po-
pularity among young people,
who see her as a charismatic,
dynamic leader. Voters braved
icy roads and wintry winds to
cast their ballots, Heavy snow-

fall forced many polling sta-
tions to open late or close early.
Even so, Japanese news outlets
estimated that turnout was
about 56%, compared with abo-
ut 54% during the last in 2024.
With her party now on a
stronger footing, Takaichi will
face few constraintsas she pus-
hes aggressive govt spending

programsand expansive natio-
nal security laws. By joining
forces with another group, the
Japan Innovation Party, Takai-
chi will likely be able to har-
ness a supermajority to fast-
track her priorities. “The LDP
will not stand in her way, and
there will be virtually no oppo-
sition ability to slow down her
agenda,” said Tobias Harris,
the founder of advisory firm
Japan Foresight.

Takaichi is working to per-
suade Trump to maintain US
military and economic com-
mitments in Asia; the two are
set to meet in Washington in
March. Trump backed her ina
post on Truth Social on Friday,
calling her a "strong, powerful
and wise leader.” After her vic-
tory Sunday, Takaichi respon-
ded to Trump's endorsement,
writing on the social platform
X that “the potential of our Al-
liance is LIMITLESS."

Takaichiisdealing with the
fallout of China's efforts to pu-
nishJapan over acomment she
made in support of Taiwan, a
self-governed democracy that
Beijing claims is part of its ter-
ritory. She said in Nov that Ja-
pan could intervene militarily
if China weretoattack Taiwan.
China unleashed a wave of re-
prisals, restricting Japanese
seafood imports, discouraging
tourism to Japan and moving
to limit the export of critical
mineralstoJapan. Nyt



Sanae Takaichi

Prime Minister of Japan

@ Wikipedia
Sanae Takaichi - Wikipedia

Sanae Takaichi is a Japanese politician
who has been Prime Minister of Japan and
President of the Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) since October 2025.
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e Election result (What happened)
e Japan's PM Sanae Takaichi won a landslide in a snap election, strengthening her mandate.

SYH @l YA AETE dlbIgdl 4 37aTdh BT ¢ JATd H HRY 3itd gai af, [5833 391 SH1¢20 Astgd

g3
e The ruling LDP secured at least 310 seats — an absolute majority in the 465-member House

of Representatives (lower house).

6 LDP A BH-A-PBH 310 Hie sildl — 465 TGN €39 3116 A (e ag) # qof
9gHd |

e« Why the snap election mattered
e Takaichi called the snap election about 110 days after becoming PM to seek a fresh public

mandate.
drpTgTt A YEAHAT g4 &5 dTT 110 & 91g 731 512l 0 & foiT gATa BT
e She argued it was wrong to keep dragging governance without seeking a public mandate.

3211 gl fos AL foiw faar 2ma= &t 3mt Fad g1 3fad T8t 21

 Mandate themes (What voters backed her for)
o Voters backed her economic policies and her tough stance on immigration and China.

AdId1ai A 34! 3nfefe Ffaay 3iR 3mgsia a @l R &8 & &I Iuefq




e Hardline agenda (What policies may move faster now)
e The win clears the way for a more conservative/hardline agenda on defence and social issues.

Sita & & 3R AHISTE el R BoR/Efeargt gaisT dsit I 31 98 JdbdT &
e She is expected to push aggressive government spending programs and expansive national

security laws.
37 gRI ATBTHS TIBRI Td BRIHH 3R faxgd AT JR&T B 3T g1 ol AHTaT 8|
e By joining forces with another group, the Japan Innovation Party, she may be able to harness a
supermajority to fast-track priorities.
U 3 FHE Japan Innovation Party & I1 fAcddR d JURASIIRE BT dMH Wb ITAfAbATS dsit I 3mt
g Jbdl 8l
e Election conditions & turnout (Ground situation)

e Heavy snow and winter conditions affected polling operations, with some stations opening late or

closing early.
HRY SERYIE HIFH & BRI $8 AdGH P &R 4 ot I1 STeat 94 §U

e Turnout was estimated around 56%, compared with about 54% in the last election (2024).
HAGH JfdRrd & 56% 3&T, it fasalt (2024) AT H dHT 54% I 3ifeid |



longest measured snake in the world
by Guinness Book of World Records
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Area Key points (English)

A giantfemale reticulated pythonfound inSulawesi, Indonesiaas been{ wE i N[ £Udea y YéeflA U1  OF 0 Neil O G/t
Guinness Book of World Recordi | iNx) %ys$ o

Headline / Record recognised as thingest measured snake in the worlgy Guinness
Book of World Records

Scientific identity The snake is scientifically knownMalayopython reticulatus

Length / Measurement It was measured af.22 metres (23 feet 8 inches)
Nickname / Popular nameThe python was nicknamedL 6 dz . F N2y é Kk @G ¢KS

Its length is described as enough to spanwhdth of a standard FIFA

Scale comparison
goalpost

Guinness officials noted that undidl muscular relaxation it could be
nearly 10% longerbut this wasot attempted due to animal welfare
concerns

Welfarebased measuring
limits

It was found inMaros Countyon the Indonesian island &ulawesin

Discovery place & time . ber 2025

The snake was rescued and protected by local conservatiBodit

Conservation / Rescue L o
Purwanto, ensuring it was not harmed before scientific assessment.

The record highlights botéxceptional forest biodiversityand the need

Significance ) . : -
g for conservationdriven coexistencdetween humans and large wildlife

Of x ROt Hindi)
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VeTTestton e It was assessed and measured by Diaz Nugraha (licensed { b %) z 3@0J MOMaz Nugraha (34UdiyN 34 Uy pp
wildlife rescuer from Kalimantan) and Radu Frentiu (long- T U{gEU{ O @Cxy d © @ Radu Frentiu (O3 W4 UwO|

measured) time resident of Bali). POx Pl FNUnpHxy |

The discovery details were relayed to Guinness with
assistance from George Beccaloni, supporting independent
verification.

Independent relay to

O@%h Ex ¥uGuidngsN b,y @aprge Beccaloni ¥y
Guinness

PRyxi j bl ORAy| A|+FRAppb|HU & Pex)ON PINRAI Rz ]

Reticul ated python is the

6YU aUceYlFYt naHnn NUUn OoaK&) Bd $
and is native to Southeast Asia, including Indonesia. 2

Exam-ready core facts Vg E ©@NG@AlGrc | BaBDEn YUR OB qAiST jii

B8]
: . . : A A N e T

Guinness approach Gumness rec_or(_js prioritise animal welfare while GuinnessO@¥%h Ex OMIRHK|™ iix Tpul g OT | 1y

measuring wildlife. REB]
Geography / Biodiversity Sulawesn is described as a biodiversity-rich Indonesian  §Ucelr ¥i @i 98J)r Ur n No S{rwyEdW Py Ogo) POI

island. RE]

Reticulated pythons are apex predators and can Kkill FECxPEE Of1 N R0 Sc¢ URAapexdpiiedator) 3 © @
Ecology / Human humans by constriction; Indonesia has rare but K$ K& L Eanstriction) b| {1 % O)@ b | Ry
encounters documented incidents, including two fatalities in South {&NEOx) Of ¥p|TRO UpN TAxO0U| 3P South Sulawesi

Sulawesi in 2024, 60Féedal Nz &aNIOT | As]
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Top 10 Wool-Producing Countries (Latest General Ranking)

Rank

10

Country

Australia

Key facts (short)

World's largest producer; famous for fine Merino wool

Large sheep population; major producer and
processor

Known for strong/coarse wool used in carpets

Important producer of carpet-grade and apparel wool

Traditional sheep-rearing country; diverse breeds

Large pastoral economy; coarse wool production

Wool from extensive steppe sheep rearing

Mostly carpet-grade wool; 2nd largest sheep

population

Wool and hair fibres from arid pastoral systems

Producer of Merino and cross-bred wool



Dimension Key Points (English) O x FOUf' Hindi)

. . . . . . - ' 3 - I 1A 3 N 3 st Lo 3 S A . ~ 3
Basic overview Wool is a vital natural fibre used in winter clothing, carpets, ~N ©% ORS0ON xT)%il % @) RERA P 34y} HOOxIi xAx 1 Z

floor coverings and industrial products. %OMH¥y UglNUi @ %UOQwWA ©QF TO®MRH KB ¥ } ¢
Global position = Y RALF Kl dsecdridiargest 3hdp RoRulatiornd ranksO)d % QP Ti#ix) ¥yNi$ 60 $ 6 $Y 0 IR YYSOD o «
P 9th globallyin wool production. ~N}&QiN Oforal * @miy RE]
The wool sector supportsillions of livelihoodsacross ~N a¢BkULN ij 6 MHBEUGIKZB ozkzB K

Economic role organised and unorganised textile segments. LaUrskia pRy @y Tl 1y RBEB]

&U"" >

< ., , 3 3
Total INFY2Z Ly RAl Q& G20 33.68 milidn kgL INP 8[05@2 W, ~NYEQINT & WoUceOn O ez
production
Leading state Rajasthans the largest producer, contributintg,013.5 oaL’ l]Pl(DD[ o1} -I},&eiO;Qui*/h RRgihk 3 @ @)
g thousand kg (47.53%9)f national output. Ritepn SL 06 BWx@AT 3 N T[T RBB]
Second major Jammu & Kashmiranks second witf7,770 thousand kg L 4 ij 6 Ke Leios o oéSL 06 UEYQo Hpd
state (23.06%xhare. HI ) Od RRB]
Unorganised  Includeshandlooms, power looms, knitting & hosiery units, 'y PAEI af OfSFt ofig a1 6 edih UAES 6G) 6 + 0 HBk
sector dyeing units QiUn B)eOU B
. The wool industry linkeural sheep rearersvith urban and ~N }wgioddn OYS ¥WRAKIB I 6 NUD ©OokI|62B
Value chain A
export markets Aii11)1 BB]



Other Other important states includKarnataka, Telangana, yex TOg @Ex R K n 0ctNY oeBr+k o N6 St 6 0™ D

producers Guijarat, Maharashtra and Himachal Pradesh j 6 USsaL & T NYR
Geographic ~ Wool production is spread acroasd, semiarid and hill.  ~N '} &€ Oy T N RO} +Hl ey ij 6 Oy (t\BxB
spread regionsof India. Oy g 3k
Growth treng  Punjabrecorded the highest annual growth in wool ~N }&QIN O nBL (NGe €16 %y POP| PNKD¥ L
production at22.04% Ut 1 Ax3a

Other growth  Tamil Nadu (17.19%nd Gujarat (3.20%Jollowed Punjab NUG cen A8 806 A0 @ kUL GAide & AND Ofz A |
states in growth. DR ]
Wool cateqorie: "dia produces three type€arpet grade (85%joarser Od Ol N T¥@ %y ~N Ril gRGK 0 6 n¥I-Ad GIvE

YoM o rade (109%)Apparel grade (5%) Kz$c6 ATEBtAE] nYo6 e A@YE
Industry (I:De(l)rmtlartlzrrﬁeraf Cri;pnei‘algiriﬁ Sthe?tﬁaﬁ ftine aNJSa::eIf > ?/H 8@ 6Ll yéR ™ l.NQ a%ua UTI\BSJ Y@E[-,Upefﬁj ﬁ\J yﬁ B0 %y
strength P g * PP | hz& OAQhd %4 | Ujkd RK

wool.

Organised Includescomposite mills, combing units, spinning mills, PAEI ap OFKY " z0S | +KFGEBAIWN I Un Bk
sector carpet units and garment factories UbeeKaénYr QiOn I §j 6 WEpowd OyUl DO



India’s wool is mostly coarse and carpet-grade, unlike countries such as Australia which dominate

fine Merino wool.

YR BT 3iferasier 3 Hier 3R BpRAS-UE gdT &, STdfd 3ieforar 31 22 wigd afkAt 34 | 3moft 81
Rajasthan’s dominance is linked to its arid climate, traditional sheep breeds, and pastoral
communities.

SRR &1 THEAT BT BRUT IHBT S STAR] &1, LTI W 73 37R TRATET UG &

Wool production is closely connected to livestock economy, rural employment, and MSME-based

textile exports.

35 3T URLEM refararel, ATHIuT AR 31k MSME 3nenfia aw fAafd & S[g1 8|

Carpet and rug exports from India are an important source of foreign exchange earnings.
YRd & BT 3R gt 1 (Fafa fageit ggr 3ma &1 Agaygef Jd 8|

In exams, wool is often asked under Agriculture + Animal Husbandry + Rural economy + Textiles

themes.

QR1em3l | 354 & 58 R aRR P, TRLUTe, UTHIOT 37eferarer 3k a1 3 & 3iarfd Ue 3id |



Himachal CM
launchesPadhal
with AKQ



Dimension

Key Points (English)

Initiative launched

TheWt I RK I A leadninglifitiativd.w@s launched by
Sukhvinder Singh Sukh@hief Minister oHimachal Pradesh

Date & place

The programme was launched 8r~ebruary 202@t Barthinin
Bilaspur district

Of x K¢ Hindi)

B Taoh AESE] ORU ¥y UPHd $ Uk Ur BRES $ US Hi
W0y @1 n¥wxyp Axy]

xR Yy o @O &k e 1%iUo i $ nU6 DY GK

Ug rpaxy Axy

=

Implementing authority

The initiative is an innovation of tHilaspur district
administration.

xR OBMceds nU6 US eyl RIesOMNU] OR U

Core objective

To integrateartificial intelligenceinto public education delivery.
especially focompetitive exam preparation

A1
£

pjOAPNY, 0ay Ti JUg O KyU2 6 @idalpyii

K
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Target beneficiaries

Students oBilaspur district particularly those preparing for
competitive examinations.
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Nature of platform

AnAl-based digital learning platfornoffering technology
enabled and quality educational resources.
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Broader vision

tF NI 2F GKS adrasS 3angoSaNgny Sy
digital governance, and inclusive education
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Learning
philosophy

Equal access
focus

Academic
counselling

Reducing
disparities

Governance
support

Education is seen not only as syllabus complet 8Jay ¥ #UU spUPP Off YNl % pg Ol
but as aransformative toolfor society and N B+QDLR g Vi b O) A ©__@ NQ 0 UWx 34y
future generations. AT N| ®nGOUINcn KOO Nga | ¢

The platform ensuresqual learning O o A
opportunitiess A NNB & LJISOiG A 38 23/4* SE‘%E ?ﬁ%){% ’%éz\g\‘l

economic background.

Providescontinuous academic counsellirtg i | Bx) @g %yp GoE (e

: : ) Al S
uide students on preparation strateqgies and N = . RO s o R 1
gubject understandloingIO ° e UGN 6BNG H Ko NUSK xn GblRe

Aims to reduce disparities in accessctiaching KiL"J_I,_'BK~ e kUA r Banih% CF%[OD
and quality study material ypbPO) Niy %0 3%@oNy }WI | Hx

Supported by thdaistrict administrationwith - ~ , N s o a oo Lo
o, o : UScel T R@® nbwHIl | Al'O GHXX t Y4
institutional backing (including NTPC support a y KBJBNTP® OT x N (P o R I

reported).
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Himachal Pradesh

State
State of Himachal Pradesh

.,
-8

Kinnaur Kailash

Kullu Valley near
Manali

| e 3
Key Monastery at Spiti

1 —"
Bhimakali Temple in
Sarahan

Shimla at Night

* Country
Region

Previously was

As union territory
As state
Formation

Capital
Largest city

Districts

Government

- Body

» Governor
* Chief Minister

* Deputy Chief
Minister

State Legislature
» Assembly

National Parliament
*» Rajya Sabha

» Lok Sabha

High Court

Area !
« Total

* Rank

Dimensions
* Length

» Width

Highest elevation
(Reo Purgyil)

Lowest elevation

(Beas River)

Indfa
North India

East Punjab

1 November 1956
25 January 1971
15 April 1948

Shimla
Shimla
12

Govermnment of
Himachal Pradesh

Shiv Pratap Shuklal?l

Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu (INC)

Mukesh Agnihotri (INC)

Unicameral

Himachal Pradesh
Legislative Assembly!®!
(68 seats)

Parliament of india
3 seats
4 seals

Himachal Pradesh High
Court

55,673 km?
(21,495 sq mi)
18th

300 km (190 mi)
200 km (120 mi_)

6,816 m (22,362 ft)

232 m (761 ft)

Dimensions
* Length

* Width

Highest elevation
(Reo Purgyil)

Lowest elevation
(Beas River)

Population (2025)/°!
* Total

* Rank

* Density

* Urban

* Rural

Language

« Official

» Additional official
« Official script

" GDPISI)

* Total (2024-2025)

* Rank
* Per capita

Time zone
ISO 3166 code

Vehicle registration

HDI (2025)
Literacy (2025)
Sex ratio (2011)

300 km (190 mi)
200 km (120 mi)

6,816 m (22,362 ft)

232 m (761 ft)

A 7,555,000

21st

123/km? (320/sq mi)
10.03%

89.97%

Hindi
Sanskrit
Devanagari script

4.32.32 lakh crore
(US$27 billion)

22nd

47276,943 (US$3,300)
(16th)

UTC+05:30 (IST)

IN-HP
HP

A 0.78 High!®! (8th)
88.8%% (12th)
9729/1000 & (32nd)
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Dimension

Headline
achievement

What was imaged

Satellite used

Orbit & range

2 K I G-orlgitA y
AV22 LAY 3E

Launch details

Key points (English) O x KU Hindi)

A , P _ i N OB 34133 1 C
Azista Spac® S Y 2 y & i NI firsBiRRorti yﬁzgséggf&ﬁa{ugﬂﬁ o gg‘f%';g Y & o
snooping (spaceavatch) capabilityby imaging : . iy S
ping (sp P yoy 99 in_orbit snooping (spacevatch)U 0 NTi I 4 U x
another space object in Earth orbit. %y ] '

The satellite successfully captured images o'} O OB Inferhational Space Station (IS8)y

the International Space Station (ISS) POUI JOUka | AU Udy

¢KS FSHd sl a | O80keSOSx R } OURGHO aueN Gu| ogld

Earth2 6 A SNIF GA 2y &l GSf tyAUdUS N . JORBABNSNBUANen(ARER) S NJ
0! Cwbv ¢ RiePU 3]

| éd Pl AUN| cl)Ok| giLdé
UK 6 &yl Gy OO R %@ | Re {OFRA A 34y

Al ]l

Imaging was done while operating at ranges
~250;300 km tracking a fastoving target.

Tracking and imaging another objéatnear  near-horizon,$ (& K GUR N ni 6@ UN OB
horizon, sunlit conditions validating advancec r#4Pdy ex ¥ad UH §% Ry{ @| 3%@N|

sensors and tracking algorithms. }eNl PP@U Rl agAi@O ¥y b & x 3 ON]
AFR was launched duine 2023board aFalcor AFR¥i L (ié € & 10f Transporter8e O U N §Z
9 rocket bySpaceXunder theTransporter8 | B ISpaceX/4 Falcond & h3 E P|xjUheA

mission. Ax]]

-
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Imaging attempts

Data quality

Success rate

Strategic value

Why SSA matters

Sectoral impact

After ~2.5 yearsin orbit, AFR executesvo independent ¥%a | Of UAOA &i r SO AFRN ISS4yNZz NB2
imaging attemptsof the ISS. HOYULBK KEZWYRY

R3
It captured15 distinct frameswith a sampling resolutio UA O A& 6 0 f}IUAJ @ igxUN % byl &1
of about2.2 metres H o ;exk ¥BOEA QD n %o Ao

: : 0 ) § ) )
According to Azista Spadmth attempts were 100% Azista Spact} y Kb)Z Nz n 2B T OHS O &R | ]

successful

{ G4 NBy 30 K SpAce Situafiehal Aviageness Oy @1 Space Situational Awareness (SSA) OA Ol
(SSA) monitoring and predicting movements of %Gl p} ®OORYT U ywl Oga OUO| %y
satellites and space debris. T N A SQUNDIN]

With 50+ Indian satellitesn orbit, timely information or ¥y Of7 é O 6 NG O T % qS#5 B O %y
nearby activity is critical, especially during geopolitic: Afi 80 %y b Ox O@A;N?’/zqﬂg,qsl ORUCH x B 13
tensions. by Oy AN I % I Ny O % pOx]

Shoncasing ndigenous capabiiy n tigeciion. | OGEN RY GhH ¥ a atvftigaie 1 0
orbital imaging. } ¢ REGs vaak {ORA OfRUIUdadl j %y~
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