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e “Satisfaction lies in the
effort, not in the
attainment. Full effort is

full victory.” — Mahatma
Gandhi
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Stage set for two-phase poll battle in Bihar

I Lligible voters mumber 7,43 crore; 3,92 crore are
crore women, and 1,725 traosggenders
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OF the total 90,712 polling stations across Bihat,
13,911 are in urban areas and 76,801 in rural areas
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Stage set for two-phase poll battle in Bihar

Eligible voters number 7.43 crore; 3.92 crore are
men, 3.5 crore women, and 1,725 transgenders

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Bihar Assembly

election will be

conducted in two
phases, covering all 243
constituencies.

The first phase of poll-
ing will be on November 6
for 121 constituencies,
while the second phase on
November 11 will cover the
remaining 122. Counting of
votes will be taken up on
November 14, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar said on
Monday.

Byelection in the Bud-
gam and Nagrota consti-
tuencies in Jammu and
Kashmir; Anta in Rajas-
than; Ghatsila (reserved for
Scheduled Tribes) in Jhark-
hand; Jubilee Hills in Telan-
gana; Tarn Taran in Pun-
jab; Dampa (Scheduled
Tribe) in Mizoram; and
Nuapada in Odisha will be
held on November 11.

The votes will be count-

ed on November 14,

There are 203 general
constituencies, two re-
served for Scheduled
Tribes, and 38 for Sche-
duled Castes in Bihar.

The State has 7.43 crore
eligible voters, including
close to 3.92 crore men, 3.5
crore women, and 1,725
transgender persons.
About 14.01 lakh are first-
time voters (1819 age
group); 1.63 crore are in
the 20-29 age group; 4.04
lakh are very senior citi-
zens (aged above 85); and
about 14,000 are centenar-
ians, besides 1.63 lakh ser-
vice electors and 7.2 lakh
voters with disabilities.

The Gazette notification
for the first phase of poll-
ing will be issued on Octob-
er 10, and the last date to
file nominations is October
17.

For the second phase,
the Gazette notification
will be issued on October
13, and the last date to file
nominations is October 20.

Final rolls shared with all parties; names can be
added 10 days before last date for nominations

Battle lines drawn

The upcoming Assembly election in Bihar

will be held in two phases

Assembly bypolls
on November 11

® Jammu
and Kashmir:

Budgam, Nagrota

FIRST PHASE | SECOND PHASE =

(121 seats) (122 seats) ® Rajasthan: Anta
® Jharkhand:

TOTAL SEATS: 243 = Telangana:

Jubilee Hills
® Punjab: Tarn Taran
= Mizoram:
Dampa (ST)

Source: ECLPTI

Mr. Kumar said the final

electoral roll has been
shared with all the parties.
In case voters notice errors
in the list, they can file an
appeal with the District
Magistrate. If any eligible
person has been left out,
they can have their names
added until 10 days before
the last date for filing
nominations.

Mr. Kumar said that of

the total 90,712 polling sta-

= Odisha: Nuapada

The counting of votes will
be held on November 14

tions across the State,
13,911 will be in urban areas
and 76,801 in rural areas.

While 292 of these sta-
tions will be managed by
persons with disabilities,
1,044 will be managed by
women, and 38 by youth.
The average number of
eligible voters per polling
station is 818. “Webcasting
will be done at all the poll-
ing stations for the first
time,” he said.

“Police patrolling on
horseback will be done
across ‘diara’ regions co-
vering 250 polling stations,
and patrolling parties will
use boats at 197 polling sta-
tions,” the CEC said.

He said there will be one
general observer (senior of-
ficials from outside the
State) per constituency,
apart from 38 police and 67
expenditure observers in
Bihar.

A total of 8.5 lakh offi-
cials, including 4.53 lakh
polling and 2.5 lakh police
personnel, 90,712 angan-
wadi sevikas (who may also
assist in verifying identities
of ‘burqa-clad’' women vo-
ters if required), 17,800 mi-
cro observers for polling
and 4,800 for counting,
28,300 counting officials,
and 9,600 sector officers,
will be deployed.

Postal ballot counting

On the preparation of elec-
toral rolls, Mr. Kumar said
the special intensive revi-

sion (SIR) went on from
June 24 to July 25, and the
draft list was published and
distributed among stake-
holders, including political
parties, on August 1.

Voters, parties, and
Booth Level Agents (BLAs)
were given ample oppor-
tunity to file claims and ob-
jections. The final list was
published on September
30.

Describing the SIR as the
process of “purification” of
electoral rolls that would
set a benchmark for future
revisions, Mr. Kumar said
close to 69 lakh names
have been struck off the
list.

The reasons included
deaths, unproven citizen-
ship, duplicate entries, or
permanent migration to
other States.

He said a breakup could
not be given in a “decen-
tralised” set-up as Electoral
Registration Officers make
voter lists.

It can be appealed be-

Of the total 90,712 polling stations across Bihar,
13,911 are in urban areas and 76,801 in rural areas

fore District Magistrates
and the Chief Electoral
Officer.

Given the demand from
several political parties,
the commission has now
made it mandatory to com-
plete postal ballot counting
before the last two rounds
of Electronic Voting Ma-
chine (EVM)/Voter-Verifia-
ble Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) counting.

The counting of VVPAT
slips will be mandatory in
case of a mismatch bet-
ween form 17C, which con-
tains details of votes polled
per booth among other
crucial data, and EVM data
and wherever mock-poll
data has not been erased
erroneously.

Among 17 new initiatives
taken by the election com-
mission are facilities to de-
posit mobile phones at
polling stations and a one-
stop digital platform
named ECINet, on which
real-time voter turnout up-
dates will be given.



« The Bihar Legislative Assembly election will be conducted in two phases, covering all 243
constituencies.
» The elections are a crucial political event for Bihar, known for its dynamic caste equations, coalition

politics, and history of voter mobilization.

1© Election Schedule & Phases

Phase 1

« Date: November 6
» Seats covered: 121 constituencies
« Gazette notification: October 10

« Last date for nomination filing: October 17

Phase 2

« Date: November 11
o Seats covered: 122 constituencies
« Gazette notification: October 13

« Last date for nomination filing: October 20

© Vote Counting Date: November 14



2% Electoral Demographics

» Total constituencies: 243 (203 General, 2 ST-reserved, 38 SC-reserved)

Eligible voters: 7.43 crore
* Men: 3.92 crore
e Women: 3.5 crore
o Transgender: 1,725
» First-time voters: 14.01 lakh (18-19 years age group)
» Senior citizens (85+): 4.04 lakh
« Centenarians (100+): 14,000
- Disabled voters: 7.2 lakh

<7 Polling Infrastructure

» Total polling stations: 90,712
e Urban: 13,911
» Rural: 76,801
» Webcasting: To be done in all polling stations for the first time.
 Managed by:
« 1,044 polling stations managed by persons with disabilities.
» 1,044 managed entirely by women.

» 38 managed by youth volunteers.



Security Arrangements
Police & Personnel: 8.5 lakh officers deployed
» 4.53 lakh polling staff
« 2.5 lakh police personnel
« 90,712 Anganwadi workers assisting verification of ‘burqa-clad’ voters
Observers:
» 1 general observer (senior official from outside the state) per constituency
« 38 police observers and 67 expenditure observers
Special measures:
» Boat patrol at 197 riverine polling stations (diara regions).
« Mounted police patrol for difficult terrain.

" Electoral Roll & Process

Special Summary Revision (SSR): June 24 - July 25

Final rolls published: September 30 after claim & objection period.

“Purification process”: About 69 lakh names removed due to duplication, migration, or unverified
entries.

Booth Level Agents (BLAs) of parties reviewed the lists.

Final voter lists shared with political parties.



™ Technological and Procedural Reforms
1. VVAPT & EVM:

 Mandatory VVPAT verification wherever EVM and paper trail data mismatch.

 Two rounds of EVM-VVPAT reconciliation before counting.
2. Postal Ballot System:

« Made mandatory for absentee voters.

» Ensures transparency before final EVM count.
3. Mobile Phones & Digital Updates:

e Introduction of the ENET digital platform for real-time voter turnout and data updates.
4. Inclusion Measures:

e Facilities for elderly, PWD voters, and centenarians (home voting in some cases).



Practising
restraint

Mary Brunkow, Fred Ramsdell, and
Shimon Sakaguchi won the 2025
Nobel Prize for medicine/physiology
for revealing how the body restrains
its own defences to stay healthy

® The immune system
must distinguish the
self from invaders to
avoid attacking the

3
L\

body itself
Mary Brunkow Fred Ramsdell Shimon Sakaguchi
e
si;"m?\i ® Mary Brunkow ® They ® Together, their = Today,
disco% orad and Fred linked FOXP3 work revealed the findings
reculatory T-cells Ramsdell traced mutations to FOXP3 controls guide new
5 y the scurfy human IPEX regulatory T-cell therapies for
that calm immune ; :
- mouse’s fatal syndrome, development autoimmune
reactions and : : 1120 :
autoimmunity proving its and prevents disease,
preserve self- . : :
to a faulty Foxp3 vital role in immune cancer, and
tolerance e :
gene tolerance mutiny transplantation

Image Credit: Nobel Prize Outreach

» REPORT ON PAGE 14, EDITORIAL ON PAGE 8



* Winners:

e Mary Brunkow (USA)

* Fred Ramsdell (USA)

* Shimon Sakaguchi (Japan)

* Field: Medicine / Physiology

Year: 2025

Discovery: How the immune system restrains itself
to maintain self-tolerance and avoid autoimmune
reactions.




& 1. Immune Self-Tolerance Mechanism

Normally, the immune system defends the body by identifying and attacking pathogens (viruses,
bacteria, etc.).

But it must also distinguish “self” from “non-self” to avoid attacking its own tissues — this balance
is called "immune tolerance.”

Failure of this mechanism leads to autoimmune diseases (like lupus, type-1 diabetes, rheumatoid

arthritis).

& 2. Regulatory T-cells (Tregs) — The Key Discovery

Shimon Sakaguchi (1995) identified a special subset of immune cells called Regulatory T-cells
(CD4* Tregs).

These cells suppress overactive immune responses, preventing “friendly fire" inside the body.
He showed that removing Tregs from mice caused fatal autoimmune disorders — proving their vital

role in self-control of immunity.



«¥ 3. FOXP3 Gene Discovery

Mary Brunkow and Fred Ramsdell (1999-2001) studied “scurfy mice” — male mice that died of
severe autoimmune disorders shortly after birth.

They discovered mutations in a previously unknown gene, which they named FOXP3.

FOXP3 acts as a molecular switch controlling the development and function of Tregs.

Loss of FOXP3 leads to immune collapse — the body starts attacking its own organs.

<7 4. Linking to Human Disease

Human patients with FOXP3 mutations were found to suffer from IPEX Syndrome (/mmune
dysregulation, Polyendocrinopathy, Enteropathy, X-linked syndrome) — a fatal autoimmune condition.

This proved FOXP3's essential role in immune self-tolerance across species.



«= Scientific and Clinical Impact

<" 1. Redefining the Immune System

» The laureates’ work shifted the view of immunity from a “fight-only” system to a balanced
ecosystem of activation and restraint.

« Immunity is not just offense — it needs regulation to maintain internal harmony.

7 2. Therapeutic Applications

« Autoimmune Diseases:
« Experimental therapies aim to expand or stabilize Tregs to reduce harmful inflammation without
suppressing the whole immune system.
+ Organ Transplantation:
« Engineered Tregs are used to improve graft acceptance while preventing rejection.
« Cancer Immunotherapy:
« Some cancers exploit Tregs to suppress the immune attack.
« Researchers are now testing depletion or reprogramming of tumour-associated Tregs to

strengthen anti-cancer immunity.

€_ 3. Clinical Trials & Future Medicine

« Dozens of trials now explore cell-based Treg therapies for type-1 diabetes, multiple sclerosis, and
organ transplants.

» These are considered the next frontier of precision immunotherapy.



Year

1908

1960

1987

2018

2025

Nobel in Immunology/Medicine

llya Mechnikov, Paul Ehrlich

Burnet & Medawar

Susumu Tonegawa

James Allison & Tasuku Honjo

Brunkow, Ramsdell, Sakaguchi

Discovery
Discovery of phagocytosis
(immunity mechanism)

Concept of acquired immune
tolerance

Genetic basis of antibody diversity

Immune checkpoint therapy for
cancer

FOXP3 and Treg-mediated immune
restraint
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Three policemen in
Rae Bareli suspended
over Dalit man’s death
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Advocate throws papers at
CJI-led Bench, raises slogan

The incident, which occurred during court proceedings, comes amid controversy over CJI Gavai's
recent remarks in Vishnu idol restoration matter; Bar Council of India suspends Rakesh Kishore

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

an object resembling a

sheaf of papers was
flung at a Supreme Court
Bench of Chief Justice of In-
dia and Justice K. Vinod
Chandran on Monday by a
person present in the
courtroom.

The incident occurred
while the Bench was in the
process of hearing oral
mentioning listed before it.

The day started as
usual, though an hour later
than usual court hours, at
11.30 a.m. The court had
reopened after a week-long
holiday, and many urgent
cases had been lined up for
hearing.

The offending object
flew in from the left side of
the Bench while the judges
were turned to their right,
hearing advocate Shivam
Singh mention his case for
an urgent listing.

(JI remains unfazed
The CJI and Justice Chan-
dran made an initial excla-
mation of surprise, but
quickly collected them-
selves to urge Mr. Singh to
continue his mentioning.

l n a shocking incident,

Do not pay
attention to
such things. Please
carry on... If we are
not perturbed.
why are
you? Just
ignore
B.R. GAVAI

Chief Justice of
India

“Do not pay attention to
such things. Please carry
on.If we are not per-
turbed, why are you? Just
ignore,” the CJI told the dis-
tracted lawyers present in
the court room,

“I was more rattled than
the judges,” Mr. Singh re-
counted later.

The individual, ident-
fied as advocate Rakesh
Kishore, raised slogans
about “Sanatana” while be-
ing escorted out of the
court room by security
personnel.

The CJI's recent remarks
about a Vishnu idol had at-
tracted controversy.

After incessant social
media outrage for almost
two days thereafter, Chief
Justice Gavai had explained

It [the

incident|
constitutes a direct
assault on judicial
independence,
violates constitutional
values of decorum

4 and discipline

THE SUPREME
COURT BAR
ASSOCIATION

in open court that he be-
lieved in all faiths and
“true secularism”.

“This incident, report-
edly stemming from a mis-
guided backlash against
the Chief Justice's judicious
observations in the Khaju-
raho Vishnu Idol Restora-
tion matter, where His
Lordship emphasised res-
pect for all religions and
clarified his remarks amid
social media distortions,
cannot be tolerated. It con-
stitutes a direct assault on
judicial independence, vio-
lates constitutional values
of decorum and disci-
pline,” the Supreme Court
Bar Association linked the
incident with the CJI's ear-
lier oral remarks.,

Meanwhile, the Bar

Council of India (BCI) is-
sued an interim suspen-
sion order signed by its
Chairman, senior advocate
Manan Kumar Mishra,
against Mr. Kishore, who is
enrolled with the Bar
Council of Delhi, under the
Advocates Act, 1961 and
the Bar Council of India
Rules on Standards of Pro-
fessional Conduct and Eti-
quette. The BCI order even
said Mr. Kishore removed
his sports shoes and “at-
tempted” to hurl them dur-
ing court proceedings.

In 2009, a woman had
thrown a slipper at Justice
Arijit Pasayat (now retired)
during the hearing of a
contempt case. The wo-
man was taken into
custody.

The Supreme Court Ad-
vocates-on-Record  Asso-
ciation (SCAORA) ex-
pressed its deep anguish.
“Such conduct is unbe-
coming of a member of the
Bar and strikes at the very
foundation of mutual res-
pect that sustains the rela-
tionship between the
Bench and the Bar," it said
and urged the top court to
take suo motu cognisance
and initiate proceedings
for contempt of court.



1. Incident Overview

During court proceedings, an object (reported as a shoe or sheaf of papers) was thrown at Chief
Justice of India B. R. Gavai and Justice K. Vinod Chandran. reuters +2

The act took place in the midst of oral mention hours in the Supreme Court. The indian Express +2

The assailant, identified as Advocate Rakesh Kishore, shouted slogans such as “Sanatan ka apmaan

nahi sahega” (“We won't tolerate the insult to Sanatan Dharma") as he was escorted out. Rreuters +3

2. CJI Gavai's Reaction & Court Response

CJI Gavai remained composed. He asked those present to ignore the disturbance and carry on with
proceedings, The Indian Express +2
He stated he was not distracted, and noted nothing struck him directly. = The indian express +2

The court resumed work and the Registry initially decided not to press charges. he indian Express +2



? Background & Context

Location & Temple:

The petition relates to the Javari Temple in Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh — part of the Khajuraho

Group of Monuments, a UNESCO World Heritage site. wikipedia +2

Interestingly, the Javari Temple is originally a Shiva temple, but its main idol is now broken and

headless, with a Vishnu statue remnant in the sanctum. wikipedia +1

The Petition:

A petitioner, Rakesh Dalal, filed a plea in the Supreme Court seeking orders to reconstruct and

reinstall (or “restore”) a 7-foot tall beheaded idol of Lord Vishnu at the Javari Temple. www.ndtv.com +2

He argued the idol was mutilated during Mughal invasions and that despite repeated representations

to the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) and government bodies, no restoration took place.
www.ndtv.com +3

The petitioner contended that failure to restore the idol infringed the fundamental right to worship for

devotees. Livelaw +2



-- Legal & Institutional Issues Raised

Jurisdiction & Role of ASI:

The Court observed that Khajuraho monuments and their conservation fall under the purview of

ASI, which regulates permissible interventions, preservation norms, and archaeological permissions.
Live Law +3

The bench questioned whether the replacement or reconstruction would violate conservation rules

or the antiquity/archaeological norms. LiveLaw +z

Public Interest /[ PIL vs Private Interest:

The Court characterized the plea as a “publicity interest litigation” (i.e. seeking attention rather than

raising a core legal issue) and said it would not entertain such pleas unless they involve genuine legal

questions. Livelaw +3

Separation of Powers [ Judicial Overreach:

The bench was wary of judicial overreach into heritage conservation decisions, given that

technical, domain-specific matters ought to be handled by experts (like ASI) rather than courts

directly dictating restoration. Livetaw +2

Religious Sentiment vs Legal Remedy:

The petitioner’s plea invoked devotees’ right to worship and religious sentiment. The bench, in

response, made the remark “go and ask the deity to do something now"” — which was criticized by

many as insensitive to faith-based claims. wwwndtv.com +2



4 Key Legal & Policy Implications

y [®

Limits of Judicial Intervention in Heritage Matters
Courts may decline to intervene in highly technical or domain-specific restoration work (stone

conservation, authenticity, material compatibility) better left to experts.

. Public Interest Litigation Standards

The case underscores that courts may reject PlLs that appear driven by publicity or lacking legal
substance.

. Religious Sentiment and Judicial Commentary

The controversy highlights the need for sensitivity in judicial speech when matters involve faith or
symbolism.

. Devotees’' Claims vs Heritage Conservation Norms

There is tension between devotees’ emotional/religious claims and conservation ethics (e.g. not

reconstructing speculative forms, preserving original material).

. Role of ASI and Conservation Authority

The petition and its dismissal reaffirm ASI's exclusive domain and control over archaeological sites,

including decisions on restoration, permissible materials, and structural integrity.
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Crimes against children surge in Assam, Rajasthan, and Kerala
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Three States, one trend

The data for the charts were sourced from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) from 2020 to 2023

Map 1: The percentage change Chart 3: Cases registered Il under various POCSO
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Chart 4: Cases registered I under kidnapping and
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Source: National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), 2023
Key Finding:
Crimes against children saw the sharpest rise in Assam, Rajasthan, and Kerala — significantly higher

than the national average increase of 25%.

? State-Wise Analysis

@ 1. Assam
* Increase: ~100% (from ~5,100 cases in 2018-2022 avg. to >10,000 in 2023).

o Key Driver:
« Crackdown on child marriage (Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006).
» State recorded ~150 cases/year (2020-2022) under this Act, which jumped to 5,267 in 2023 —
a 3bxrise.
» Child marriage cases alone = 52% of all crimes against children in Assam (previously 3-4%).
» Interpretation:
» Reflects policy-led reporting surge, not necessarily an actual increase in crime.

» Represents state enforcement activism.



@ 2. Rajasthan
e Increase: ~70% (from ~6,200 avg. cases in 2018-2022 to >10,500 in 2023).

« Major Factors:
1. Shift in legal classification — cases moved from IPC (Sec. 376, rape) to POCSO Act (2012)
sections.
2. Improved documentation — from ~2,700 rape cases in 2021 to 3,500 in 2023.
3. Spike in kidnapping/abduction cases, forming 54% of total crimes against children in 2023.
» Legal Context:
« POCSO (Protection of Children from Sexual Offences) Act made reporting more structured and
transparent.

» Most cases were under Sections 4 & 6 of POCSO (aggravated penetrative sexual assault).

@ 3. Kerala
e Increase: ~106% (from ~2,800 avg. cases to ~5,900 in 2023).

e Primary Cause:
» Better classification under POCSO provisions instead of general IPC sections.
» Indicates more accurate data collection and heightened public awareness rather than more

offences.



== National Overview

« Overall rise: 25% in 2023 compared to 2018-2022 average.

+ Key Trends:

« Improved reporting and classification.
« Greater awareness of child protection laws.

« State-level enforcement drives (esp. Assam).

« Rising cyber, sexual, and abduction-related offences.

-- Legal Framework and Policy References

Act [ Provision

POCSO Act, 2012

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act, 2015

IPC Section 363-369

IPC Section 376 (reclassified under POCSO)

Objective / Context &

Defines and criminalizes sexual offences against children;

ensures child-friendly trial process.

Declares child marriage voidable and punishes those
promoting or conducting such marriages.

Addresses child abuse, trafficking, and institutional care.

Deals with kidnapping and abduction.

Deals with rape; previously overlapped with child
offences.
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Can a third party be liable for marital disruption?
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Can a third party be liable for marital disruption?
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Recent Development

« The Delhi High Court, in a first-of-its-kind ruling (Shilpy Mohajan v. Suresh Bhushan Babu & Anr.),
allowed a spouse to sue a third party for damages due to interference in marriage, known as
“Alienation of Affection (AoA)".

« This marks a revival of a tort principle (civil wrong) that had long been considered obsolete in Indian

law.
» The case arose when a wife sued her husband'’s alleged affair partner, claiming that the third party

maliciously interfered in her marriage, leading to its breakdown.

@ Understanding the Concept

1. What is “Alienation of Affection”?

» Originates in common law (Anglo-American jurisprudence).
» It allows a spouse to sue a third party (paramour, family member, or outsider) who intentionally or
maliciously causes loss of affection, companionship, or marital stability.

e The tort's rationale: marriage is a legally protected relationship; interference with it is actionable.



2. Global Context

« United States:
» Recognized in some states like Hawaii, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Dakota, and Utah.

« Other states have abolished it via legislation, citing it as archaic and intrusive.
« Courts require proof of malicious interference leading to loss of consortium (companionship).

e United Kingdom:
e Abolished this tort through the Law Reform (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1970.

m Legal Reasoning in India

1. Historical Background
« Indian courts have occasionally referred to the concept through tortious interference, but no explicit

statutory recognition exists.
e The Supreme Court in Joseph Shine v. Union of India (2018), which decriminalized adultery,

clarified:
« Adultery is a civil wrong, not a criminal offence.
» A spouse may seek civil remedies (like divorce or damages) for such conduct.

« However, there is no punishment or imprisonment under criminal law.



2. Key Statutes Involved

« Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 - regulates rights between spouses.
» Special Marriage Act, 1954 - provides civil remedies for breakdown.
« Tort Law (Common Law principles) — invoked by courts in the absence of codified provisions.

-~ Delhi High Court’s Observations (2025)
» The court recognized a limited right of a spouse to claim damages against a third party if malicious
interference in marriage is proven.
« The Bench emphasized:
1. Marriage as a civil institution protected under personal and constitutional law.

2. Third-party interference causing mental agony, humiliation, or loss of companionship could

amount to civil wrong.
3. The absence of a statutory bar does not prevent the civil court from awarding compensatory

damages.

Caveats:

» The ruling does not criminalize adultery again.
« The claim will succeed only if the plaintiff proves deliberate inducement or interference by the third

party.



UPI goes live in Qatar for
domestic retail payments

MUKESH JAGOTA
Doha, October 6

THE UNITED PAYMENTS
Interface (UPI), developed by
the National Payments Corpo-
ration of India (NPCI), has gone
live at retail stores in Qatar,
marking the eighth country to
implement the digital pay-
ment platform.

The system has been
deployed in collaboration
with the Qatar National Bank
(QNB)and the first retail chain
todeploy the payment system
is LuLu Hypermarket, pro-
moted by Indian-origin busi-
nessman Yusuffali MA.

In September, UPI accep-
tance was enabled at Qatar
duty free outlets at Doha air-
port. Other nations where UPI
has been deployed at select
locations include Bhutan,
France, Mauritius, Nepal, Sin-
gapore, Sri Lanka, and the
United Arab Emirates.

The expansion in Qatar
highlights the growing global
reach and interoperability of
India’s digital payment ecosys-
tem, according to a statement
from the LuLu group.

Local merchants,including

LuLu stores, stand to benefit
from rising transaction vol-
umes as Qatar’s retail and
tourism sectors adapt to grow-
ing demand for cashless, real-
time payments.

QNB has integrated QR
code-based UPI payments at
point-of-sale (PoS) terminals
for its merchant clients
through a partnership with
NPCI International Payments
Limited (NIPL). This initiative
is powered by NETSTARS’ pay-
ment solution, one of Japan’s
leading payment gateway
providers. It offers StarPay, a
comprehensive platform that
supports various domesticand
international QR code and
cashless payment methods.

Commerce and industry

minister Piyush Goyal, who
inaugurated the UPI payment
facility at LuLu, said: “The
launch of UPI has the potential
torevolutionise trade between
Qatar and India. It's an oppor-
tunity to expand our trust
between the two nations
because as we seamlessly inte-
grate the payment systems of
Qatarand India,our people will
be able to trade more, trade
smarterat lower cost."

He said with the UPI the
movement of moneyand capital
will be faster, almost on a real
time basis with a“veryvery low”
cost. He also emphasised that
830,000 Indians who live in
Qatar will benefit from this
launch as their remittances will
become fasterandatalowercost.

Launched nine years ago,
UPIhasbecomealandmarksuc-
cess in India’s digital economy.
“About 85% of digital payments
inIndiaare routed through UPI,
and nearly half of global digital
transactions now take place on
the platform,” Goyal said. The
system processes an average of
640 million transactions daily,
he noted, adding that it hit a
record one billion transactions
on September22.



1. Major Development

« The Unified Payments Interface (UPI), developed by NPCI (National Payments Corporation of
India), has officially gone live in Qatar.

e Qatar is now the 8th country to implement UPI for domestic digital payments.

« The launch took place on October 6, 2025, and was inaugurated by Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal in Doha.

2. Institutional Collaboration
« Implemented jointly by:
« Qatar National Bank (QNB) — the largest financial institution in Qatar.
* NPCI International Payments Limited (NIPL) — the international arm of NPCI.
e Lulu Hypermarket — first retail chain in Qatar to integrate UPI, founded by Indian-origin
businessman Yusuff Ali MA.

« NETSTARS Japan also supports UPI in Qatar through its global payment gateway, StarPay.



3. Scope & Functionality

« Use Case: Enables QR code-based UPI payments at Point of Sale (PoS) terminals in local Qatari
retail stores.
« UPI will work for domestic retail purchases (not just for Indian tourists or NRIs).

e Integration allows instant transactions between Qatar and India, and within Qatar itself.

4. Economic & Strategic Significance

» For Qatar:
« Boost to its cashless economy and retail digitization, particularly in tourism and hospitality
sectors.
« Aligns with Qatar’s National Vision 2030 for digital transformation.
« For India:
e Expands India’s fintech diplomacy and the global footprint of UPI.
« Strengthens bilateral trade and financial trust between India and Gulf nations.

» Supports 830,000 Indian expatriates in Qatar by reducing remittance costs and delays.



5. Statements by Piyush Goyal

» Described UPI as having the potential to revolutionize trade between India and Qatar.
« Emphasized that it enables “trade more, trade smarter, at lower cost.”

« Claimed UPI facilitates faster cross-border capital movement at very low transaction costs.

6. Global Expansion of UPI

« UPIl is now operational in:
Bhutan

France

Mauritius

Nepal

Singapore

Sri Lanka

UAE

8. Qatar (newest)

O @ N e

» Over 85% of India’s digital payments and nearly half of global real-time digital transactions occur
through UPI.

« In September 2025, UPI recorded 1 billion transactions in a single day — a global benchmark.






Word of the day

Consortium:

an association of companies for some definite
purpose

Synonyms: pool, syndicate

Usa €. They formed a consortium to focus on
the project.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
consortiumpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /kan'sa:(1).fam/, /kan'sa:(1).ti.om/
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