Dai[y Cm;ent Afairs

3B e = Bt
P s vy 4 33 it

foce sacis A Sy oty e p e A Y s 0 cns gz
hmw&“&wuaum ¢ 3o werebg o g Eown 00 oftowf 2n

S ¥ 703, 3 7 Bz oA it T A s

6 W T 53 e YR Pt o e e e s
A 4 14 P e e e o e e 4 e e

wbuﬂanEXPRESS

JOURINALIS M OF COURAGE

AL L SN YD R

inagh epoeiane muw:nm !

MMmm

SE e trail NiA
Juckyscarches in TN

THE
NEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS

THE HINDU



5

The Hindu y

0
PIB, PRS & Other

LI ' newspaper

2

The Indian
Express

@, .
U Jansatta

3

Financial
Express



Download class24

v

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ






Ay
2000

INTERNATIONAL
I

Www e e

s o[ 'um

bt oo st

S 05 S -

Vi 4 N

MO My

Nishar

Kumar to take
primary membership

New doc umenm

WONLD » PAOR

war
from spreading: Stubb
NEWE - AR A

o TRARRY
onc ina
MNash fire

A fivecracker factory
explosion in A.P. reveals
systemic safety lapses

AROUNG TERO » PARE T

INCHING CLORKR
Lakshyia storms into
the lastfour stage
RONT w PAGE 14

ENSEDE
-

Inddia dmlm role
In UK, attack on
Irankan vessel

Mamata begins
sein over voter
roll deletions
NOAMATA

Woesl Berigat Chint Mirssive
AN i ow O MMy

Yhas Bpacind It npn fouisian
(R o

204 cities did not
meet alr quality
stundards: report

00 0 WMy
T
Chases A (CIEAL 3 wanE ¢

A58 candidates
qualifty for civil
services: UPSC

Sarvinns. 1 WAWE b

U.S. ‘allows’ India to buy Russian oil for 30 days

Ol from Kussbn mny 0o longer be avallable at o
discount, with Beljing competing fue supplies

v sty wil o
Vide e

gt (6 tha Ruksan ,,.
yuriment ak i only authvor
1 b hotwy volviing

Raptagas i
W TR

uly
pwel iy e nn:‘ Mr. e

o ™ bl b Tha ke

MOt Raaban il for 40 T Incroamesd

doys, U, Treasury 5o

W barrel, w jumgp
"

ES
=

Wy on
whike uhuring the ord -I
X Iy um.".. i

Arinlysts wiy [
l.. i ihiate (h
|

whon the Indian govern

L S R

Tt 1he country hax g
nks 6f e

potiing for i
ety pe
the

Vo ACCO!
y India o n»..n) a4
iy ude ol i e
vt arvel 25 days of il
and diwwel vach,

Lol

WaN
v

"
Bire, Cantmas) oy 11y
ML Lako globial o

Ay i
Thia deliburwely shor.  nietry of Gommeres. wnd

Con, slams
Centre over LS,

Ry

COMOY T Cortw over S
1 s o

i 0 Is “cheaphy

V] $OVew Bty Al
a4t “hacmin In

(Harerwira Muk] i gobting
Wlwehrmy st s £jstuin fil
aevl Aekmnr|

T

i1yl G Tnein
VR VIR BT

i
worth of crude ol f
Bk ) Sarinbiary 2000, i
moth belore Inda and

Towest

As & rewilt of this, itun
whire iy fsedlan olf

Tndin has 25 days of crude oll 1 reserve
2% days of petrol und diese] euch, sources say

Russla
aln

ol ol

hooh

Navarun bissnaumwn

PP p——
¥ o

Dscomib

D
rlage, Kiddas share was

AN two n lulllu dMMuL
i 3% in A

'I,nnimum‘nwlv I

™ ol | .

4n-| delaye will Atvetehs i
811 5bn/

i
mnnlh) unless fndia ramps

Mumslnn
dokivery

7 5:40 !llv‘

Consumers told
0 use cooking
fuel judiclousty
ENNAL

W
WA TN ) 0 L0
Woples for boah domenic end

u Koy sy

LOOMINIE wy ATt 23 Dy
0 e e OF Lk M-/-u..
Il coraimmery
19 WE eylindars were tals thay
il ot e ven upies,
e sal

M
e ¥
Among th i

Ak that vely on coude
and LNG from West Axin

" irent  tlawt dase s W hlgh sbiry of
crudu précax b schingthe Wi Avian criade wmong
B el imar Al v

- R i the Lok 10 6h0 1
Teich (0 un-my Imparia from
o IO, ] i Flipow Kiasala,

AN
coutld dupireciate (0 €08 e “Conly dnwrgy Impints

wihd wesken the rapos,

w Globul oll supplies are currently constralned
due (o tran’s blockade of th

Btralt of Hormue
ke It ihe
CUrront. aceomnt. Dalnce

and complicats monatary
y A woll an fiacal i
wEernent i they lend 1o ex-

Vi aabrces 10 the o

vernoment, howwvr, said
that todia . Totier Iuv-
u
N o e

warkihan what 15 currem
Wy mnt bon b Kivalh

"
s N past, MY, Busment

Mrrher saih thie “mdia is

an wmentisl partne

Unibwel Matwn”

e LS anticipaten that in
o will g e g

ehiews o U,

lt-v how thist i has
[
from the U A oW
fow monti, Thot b

m\mwu«! $h0

ol 118 I e
r he pist
LIl

N

wEermd ¢
I)x. Lotwewil A
and laniinry 200, W.Ihll ln
A higher than i

ne perkod of the pro-
Vot financial yvar

Cadets in action

Il Aty bostives o OTA, Ch

l thw 1
P

{OTAI wnw

Karnataka, A.P. plan social media ban for children

Tl MU MACOAM
PEMUALUML

Karantaha wnd Anihiva Prs
sy arw wet (o ban g
i

i
wifestx of
it b

)
Ve (he adve

Wity Hering the
Pvontation of §
Wyt He i q it

\E & Fcad) AP 1or the I

o
Whit Kustimtaba wak
Broposs 1 ban socinl
i toe -I|Ihirw| -unlm IK
Andiira ¥

it N, (i
du ad

o rontic
nagor! e

w 1),
Ao b e Ansrnle

The Alaius sy e swpm are aim
st 1] vl i o bl
ly, My ol waled th bian b Governor, thit e, Siddien.
ir A1y ol within Al Frisdd prresgromen o o
bile b e setwoorchiltron
il i gk
il wtake bikte
Thwse Tuas Ly

1k

e et 90 ey, He e
Fal (W i ieesie b b
VAN Psaiblo raguib:
J ey R P T I
"

o
diring a recont
with the View
Chiancabirs of St pablic

Ohat U
comminiod 1o maRiRIATING
childran from (e hnrmi
wilvvin -
el pwuge wet srmsaring
Wawbe ovwrall woll Losig.

A wlnilar Ban on soclal
T e T e
i 40 OF 141 Wik A vt
A Jaw i Ausrulia 0 De-

et

o
I-m-lhml KA ki s
ol o
"t ouadbos Nt Lo
Loah poatd 00 X i
1n the winoraet form of
Martery” and salid he wan
plaisd to seo Karnmako

"

ul Il 100 v

4 -

it noted. dht, Anctine
anlesly Jad wartlon o
e

i v

al o Wi
anined feom e diker shde
Ol W tigial word, anat
wiahied U Karmatakin o
YOEnIaNG siccem in im
Aiharvrn Vv Wb

WTunnt b shos G
P T
ML Mbddar gl
Anoincesd i re-li
rudant un
in e

niversitien sl Ty

SP heads for landslide
victory in Nepal; rapper
Balen set to become PM

©
WATHMANDO

oo

omnlasion dara. the RAD

sl b

Hon sl bt ywir
owts Ihie

vun. Tl i iont
i O1 vwr i

oyl

Laniviniial)

W drvny con
1

"
el M
albodd e 1o

Maority muandate

T
WiLh th e
A ot e
poribhchan ak

panny Apfeariig set o it
i threnhold of 138 i the
A5 amember House « 3

ML 3y
i e lowdting o the vore

it K1 L

thve CPN UM)

G D i
Shngaty, AEE Stk has 44
Wkl I Ve agalOAl
1344 for the LN UML

haovgh the Napal)
Tl wisis 163 i
o thien 20 nm b
[
mmu. the party Jet o the

g I

Founded in 2022, the
L )
yoars whoction by s
o an. (e Gkt od
Pty 0 e ¥

day ' VoL

By (1w CPN-UML WIKE 2,108

‘ e e ey way o groundswell l»i
n Nepnl, which voted with public apinton titing
Thstnshay I s fewh vl ", I"yviv Tovae

i, gttty b we Moo, dhariig an

of Mr popubrty

shuh,
Halen

Damba
W

Kt iwila,
Wikl i

sl
i
UITOTE Wh lw " ﬂuu«vlv
popul

LT ulliplu

[
were: in play i
i

"
Aimong the pedple with the
aid asties e 4 (auts lin
o slectorats bt
U siveit e thio, 0% re
Ve wex T foovtiee i

o them for the et
e el

" u-num Vidwirs
NoAwr "
thm\l

!
N-.mn el

Vst vy oty oyl
Inta ntayeed home, frmies

il hy regntid




(L= B 4

L |

U.S. ‘allows’ India to buy Russian oil for 30 days

Oil from Russia may no longer be available at a
discount, with Beijing competing for supplies

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

he U.S. Treasury

Department on Fri-

day issued an order
that would “allow” India to
import Russian oil for 30
days, U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent said
while sharing the order on
X.

Analysts say this will
help mitigate the spike in
the price of oil and delays
in oil shipments to import-
dependent India.

However, government
sources confirmed that
Russian oil may no longer
come at a discount and
that China was also com-
peting for it. The govern-
ment is currently studying
the legal order, they
added.

Mr. Bessent said the U.S.
was granting India this re-
prieve to “alleviate pres-
sure caused by Iran’s at-
tempt to take global energy
hostage”.

“This deliberately short-

term measure will not pro-
vide significant financial
benefit to the Russian go-
vernment as it only author-
ises transactions involving
oil already stranded at
sea,” Mr. Bessent said.

The price of Brent crude
has increased to nearly $88
a barrel, a jump of about
20% in a week.

Global oil supplies are
currently constrained due
to Iran’s blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz and tank-
ers avoiding the region due
to the conflict.

This comes at a time
when the Indian govern-
ment has made assurances
that the country has adeg-
uate amounts of crude oil,
petrol and diesel in re-
serve. According to sourc-
es, India currently has 25
days of crude oil in re-
serve, and 25 days of petrol
and diesel each.

Current status

A previous analysis by The
Hindu of the latest preli-
minary data from the Mi-
nistry of Commerce and

Congress slams
Centre over US.

remarks

NEW DELHI

Criticising the Centre over U.S.
remarks, the Congress on
Friday said it is "deeply
humiliating for India's
sovereignty”. Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
in a post on X, alleged that
India's strategic autonomy and
national sovereignty are under
dire threat "because PM
[Narendra Modi] is getting
blackmailed on Epstein files
and Adani case”. » PAGE 5

Industry shows that India
imported $1.98 billion
worth of crude oil from
Russia in January 2026, the
month before India and
the U.S. issued a joint state-
ment about an interim
trade agreement between
the two countries. This
was the lowest in 44
months,

As a result of this, Rus-
sia’s share in Indian oil im-

India has 25 days of crude oil in reserve, and
25 days of petrol and diesel each, sources say

R U SS| a A snapshot of

. @« ., Key shipping
. India’s current éF route
aga|n oil situation Over
\
\__,J “\4 s so/o
National - \ of India’s
fuel reserve oil comes via the
5 o d avs Russia-to-India Strait of
y delivery Hormuz
of total fuel in stock — Shipments
typically take 2
Reserve breakdown 25-40 days Q/
25 days of crude oil & to arrive : >
25 days of petrol/diesel )
Russian oil imports

value (Jan. 2026):

$1.98 bn.

- a44-month low S

ports fell to 19.3% in Janu-
ary 2026, the lowest since
December 2022. In compa-
rison, Russia's share was
27.5% two months earlier,
and 33% in May 2025.
“Considering more than
55% of India’s oil imports
pass through the Strait of
Hormuz, elevated price
and delays will stretch In-
dia’s oil bill ($11.5bn/
month) unless India ramps

up imports from Russia
(19% currently versus 43%
in July 2024),” JM Financial
Services said in a note.

It added that, in the “ex-
treme” scenario of Brent
crude prices breaching the
$90 per barrel mark, In-
dia’s current account defi-
cit (CAD) could stretch to
1.4% of GDP, and the rupee
could depreciate to 95 per
U.S. dollar.

Consumers told

to use cooking
fuel judiciously

CHENNAI

With restrictions placed on LPG
supplies for both domestic and
commercial consumers, the
public has been advised to use
the fuel judiciously. Single
bottle domestic consumers will
be allowed to make fresh
bookings only after 21 days
from the date of last booking.
Commercial consumers using
19 kg cylinders were told they
will not be given supplies,
sources said. » PAGE 11

Moody's also pointed
out that India stands out
among the large Asian eco-
nomies that rely on crude
and LNG from West Asia
East due to its high share of
West Asian crude among
total oil imports, and pres-
sure from the U.S. to cut its
energy imports from
Russia.

“Costly energy imports
would weaken the rupee,

Global oil supplies are currently constrained
due to Iran’s blockade of the Strait of Hormuz

raise inflation, worsen the
current account balance
and complicate monetary
policy as well as fiscal man-
agement if they lead to ex-
panded subsidies to help
offset the economic
shock,” Moody's said.

The sources in the go-
vernment, however, said
that Indian refiners have
sourced more crude stocks
from other parts of the
world than what is current-
ly stuck in the Strait of Hor-
muz.

In his post, Mr. Bessent
further said that “India is
an essential partner of the
United States”, and that
the U.S. anticipates that In-
dia will “ramp up” pur-
chases of U.S. oil.

Data show that India has
been increasing its imports
from the U.S. over the past
few months. That is, India
imported $11.6 billion
worth of crude oil from the
U.S. between April 2025
and January 2026, which is
32% higher than in the
same period of the pre-
vious financial year.




1. Core Development [ & EIcT

e The U.S. Treasury Department has allowed India to import Russian oil for 30 days as a temporary

waiver to stabilize global energy supply. / 3MAR ¢t favmT 7 30 f&AY & feiw VRd &1 T4t dd 31Td 61
3Re 3rgAfa 3t & aifts dfedss Haif 3mgfd ReR 38 Tb|

e This waiver applies mainly to oil shipments already loaded on ships before sanctions restrictions. /
IE B HEAd: 39 dd AUl W AL ENdt & i ufaeei @ uge sters W @t g€ o |

» The step aims to reduce global oil supply shocks and avoid sudden price spikes. / 89 &GH &1 362
dfeaes aet 3Myfd A s1ed 31k s Hadl A gig B AeA1 2|

2. India’s Oil Security Situation [ HRd & da JR&i Reifd

e India has about 25 days of crude oil reserve and 25 days of petrol and diesel stock, according to
the report. / RUIE & AR YRA & URT @I 25 G &1 el ddd BT HSR 3R 25 37 &1 dgid-siotd ©idb
IUcTe &

« In total, India currently has around 50 days of fuel availability in stock. / o fAHETHER HRA & URT &+
50 f&AY &1 Se[ WSR 33U &1

« Shipments from Russia usually take 25-40 days to reach India. /| & 3 YRd d& dd &I JY 314 A
IHTRId: 25-40 fGA oma €



3. Global Oil Supply Crisis / afead daa 3MYfd e
« Global oil supply is currently constrained due to tensions around the Strait of Hormuz. / 3f2de da
YT 5T THA e STASHBHE P YR d41d & BROT Y9I &1
« Around 20-25% of the world's seaborne oil trade passes through the Strait of Hormuz. / fd2a &
TG Ad IR BT T 20-25% BT STASHBHET & &l SRl & |
« Any disruption in this region can significantly increase global oil prices. / 33 &7 # f&sdt vl aren 3
dfedes Aw HIFdl & a=T gfg & Tt 2|

4. Russia-India Energy Trade | $3-HRd 3311 ATAR

o After the Russia-Ukraine war in 2022, India increased its purchase of discounted Russian crude oil. /
2022 & TI-Ygb g & d1¢ YR A RITI 3t v det bl TR d@Tg |

« Russia became one of the largest suppliers of crude oil to India. | 3 WRd & 6T Jgd 93 B dd
Mgfdaparsil A & g 94 77|

e However, discounts on Russian oil may reduce as China and other Asian buyers compete for
supply. / ETdifds B dct TR Be BH &l Adbd! & aifds i 3R 311 TfrRg qer 3myfd & foig ufdzaef &2 3@
gl



5. Economic Impact on India / YRd WR 31ifefes Yi1d
« Rising crude oil prices can increase India’s import bill. /| & dd &l BIHd d@1 T YRd &1 3T fdd 96

haT |
« Higher oil prices may lead to inflation and higher fuel costs. / 3if€f& d& Eﬁﬂﬁﬂg‘l’@@ﬁ 3R g9 @mTd

" gfg R IHbdl |
« It may also weaken the Indian rupee and widen the current account deficit. / 333 HRAT U IR
<dTd 37 ATe] JTAT EHET 96 JhdT & |

6. Strategic Importance of Strait of Hormuz | g1H31 STAHSH&HEY &I JWTHIfddb HEA

« The Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and Arabian Sea. | {3
STASHEHEYT BRY I ST BT 30 6 et 3R 3RgT ITR A SSaT 2 |
« It lies between Iran in the north and Oman/UAE in the south. / I 3R & $3 3iRR &faior & 3iAmF/ges

& ot f&q 21
e It is considered the most important oil chokepoint in the world. / 33 fa2a &1 Tgd Agaqof dat uRag+

chokepoint HET 31T &1



7. India’s Strategic Petroleum Reserves [ HRd & 0THIfdd Ugfadad HeR
« India maintains strategic petroleum reserves at Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru and Padur. /| YRd &
urifdes Agfcam HeR fadenamua«d, Ads 3k urgR A f&d 8|
« These reserves help the country handle temporary disruptions in global oil supply. / & ¥gR dfeds
ot 3Myfd A 3R grems A fAued  Aeg Ba &

8. Political and Diplomatic Significance | I=iHifda® 3R Heifdd Hea
« The U.S. waiver reflects flexibility in sanctions policy to stabilize global markets. / Jg 3! Bc

dfedes IR R @A & feiw ufdaer Aifa & sreitemu garfdt 81
« India continues to follow a strategic autonomy approach in foreign policy. | WRd 319+t facer =ifd &

JUTHIfdd TIRIAdT ! ifd 3r9aTaT | 8|



Fact

World’s major oil chokepoint
Location

Connects

Share of global oil trade

Major Asian importers affected
India strategic reserves locations

Russia-Ukraine war impact

Detail

Strait of Hormuz

Between Iran and Oman

Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman
About 20-25%

India, China, Japan, South Korea
Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, Padur

Increased Russian oil exports to Asia



Consider the following statements regarding the Strait of Hormuz:

1. It connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman.

2. It lies between Iran and Oman.

3. More than one-fifth of global oil trade passes through this route.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1only

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c)1,2and 3
(d) 2 and 3 only



Centre directs refiners to
maximise LPG production

Govt. invokes Essential Commodities Act, tells oil companies to prioritise domestic supply;

order seeks to re-prioritise allocation of propane, butane streams for cooking gas production

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/CHENNAI

espite assuring In-
D dians that the
country has “com-

fortable” stocks of crude,
diesel, petrol and LPG, the
Centre on Wednesday in-
voked the Essential Com-
modities Act (ECA), 1955,
directing domestic oil re-
finers to prioritise the pro-
duction of liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG) — a tacit
admission that there are
supply bottlenecks that
could affect distribution in
the near future.

The order issued on
Wednesday read: “All oil
refining companies operat-
ing in India shall maximise
and ensure that propane
and butane streams pro-
duced, recovered, fraction-
ated or otherwise available
with them are utilised for
production of LPG and
make it available to the
three public sector oil mar-
keting companies.”

The order said that all
public sector oil marketing

T

per) ik

J r “\

\ |

'

Allaying concerns: I0CL issued a statement seeking to reassure
consumers that the country has adequate reserves. FILE PHOTO

companies (OMCs) shall
ensure that LPG so pro-
duced is supplied or mar-
keted solely to consumers
of domestic LPG.

The order further states
that oil refining companies
“shall not divert, utilise,
process, crack, convert or
otherwise employ propane
or butane streams for ma-
nufacture of petrochemi-
cal products or other such
downstream derivatives.”

The cooking fuel is
formed from a combina-
tion of propane and bu-

tane and liquefied under
pressure. It may contain
trace quantities of higher
hydrocarbons as well.
“LPG is largely a mix-
ture of propane and bu-
tane. These gases are
found along with natural
gas, but are also produced
in the crude oil refining
process. The refining pro-
cess can be tweaked to in-
crease the butane-pro-
pane content of the output
and rebalance the other
output products, thereby

boosting the production of

liquefied petroleum gas for
use as cooking fuel,” said
Prashant Vasisht, Senior
Vice-President at ICRA.

Mr. Vasisht added that
the government is prioritis-
ing the availability of LPG
for household cooking gas
use rather than supplying
it to vehicles or commer-
cial establishments.

Some 60% of India’s
LPG is imported, much of
it from Persian Gulf coun-
tries such as Saudi Arabia
and Qatar. With the Strait
of Hormuz closed since
March 1, LPG imports have
been badly hit. OMCs such
as Indian Oil Corporation
and Bharat Petroleum Cor-
poration produce roughly
40% of India’s LPG require-
ment domestically.

The fuel is then bottled
and distributed across the
country.

Separately, IOCL issued
a statement seeking to
reassure consumers that
the country has adequate
reserves, dismissing social
media chatter about a “fuel
shortage™ as “rumours”.



1. Core Development | H&& "l

e The Government of India has directed oil refineries to maximise LPG production to ensure adequate

domestic cooking gas supply. /| HRd TXBR A dd RB1gaRY & LPG 3dTeH 3iferhdd &34 o1 fader fdar g
difds B3] IS 17 1y 3mgfd gfafead & Jdb|

» The order was issued by invoking the Essential Commodities Act (ECA), 1955. / Ig 312l 3TdqH
a¥] 31feif3aH (Essential Commodities Act), 1955 & dgd TRt fdsam 1|

e The government has instructed refineries to prioritise domestic LPG supply over other
petrochemical uses. | TRBR A RBGIZARAY BT 31T UgIbHbA ITANN @i I31R-T Bef, LPG 3Yfd &t
vTeIffesdr 31 o1 fAder fEar g1

2. Reason for the Decision / fAofd &1 BRUT
e The step was taken amid concerns of possible supply bottlenecks due to disruptions in global
energy routes. /| Jg BcH A 3311 3TYfd AI | dTEM & BRUT JIfad 3MYfd Jhe oI 3RIbT & g
SONT T

e The crisis is linked to tensions around the Strait of Hormuz, a major oil and gas shipping route. / J&
e g3 STASHEHET & MU d-1d I &1 &, 3 ddl 3R 719 &1 Iz gt Anf 8|

« A disruption in this route can affect LPG imports and domestic supply chains. /33 AT & €787 3714 J
LPG 31TITd 37 &3] 3myfd 2jzrei yifad & Jebdl & |



3. Government Directions to Refineries | Rw13af3aN & faiw TRBRI fAder

« All refineries must maximise recovery of propane and butane streams used to produce LPG. [ 3t

fRTgAfE @Y WA 3k e i1 6t siftiman Reast gfAfead Bt grit 5t LPG g1 & 3uihT @it 21
« These gases should not be diverted to petrochemical or industrial uses. / g9 1Y & Uglb b AT

3itefiies 3=t & sRraé A&l fopa e |
 Oil companies must supply LPG only for domestic cooking gas distribution. / dd &4fa} &I LPG

B B, TS 1 faao1 & fg 3uetess BT gt |

4. What LPG is Made Of | LPG f&pa@ g4t 2
o LPG mainly consists of a mixture of propane and butane gases. / LPG Hzd: Wia4 3iR &g i &1

fagror €t 81
e These gases are produced during natural gas processing and crude oil refining. / ﬁﬂﬁu@ﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ

TEHER0T 3R B ddt & RwrefAm ufthar § 3= gt €1
« The composition of refinery outputs can be adjusted to increase LPG yield. / R&1sfAT ufdsar &t
IJHRNSd P36 LPG 3TEH 9311 ST JhdT & |



5. LPG Supply Situation in India / WRd & LPG 3myfd ! feifd
« Around 60% of India’s LPG demand is met through imports. / YRd @I T 60% LPG 3Ta2dasdr
AT A QR & |

» Major import sources include Saudi Arabia, Qatar and other Persian Gulf countries. / YH3I 3ATd g
TFal 3R, BaR 3R BRA 6! &el &6 22 2

« Domestic refineries produce about 40% of the LPG requirement. / ¢ RWBTSARAT 1T 40% LPG &t
ATl G HRal & |

6. Distribution of LPG in India [ WRd & LPG fadazur

« LPG cylinders are distributed across India through public sector oil marketing companies. / HRd #
LPG fGmsR TRPR dd fauur wufal & Areaw A faalkd 1a €1

e Major companies include Indian Oil Corporation, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan Petroleum. /
g™ Bbuftal | gfea sifae BraRed, WRa dgifaad 3k fEgram dgifaan enfid €|

« LPG is widely used for household cooking under schemes like PM Ujjwala Yojana. / LPG &7 3T
RATIH BY A YETAHAT I55ac1T AT 3161 FAIST131 B dgd Be], T UM & fag fdar Frar gl



Fact

LPG Full Form

Main Components

Storage Method

Major LPG Import Region for India
Share of LPG imports in India
Domestic LPG production

Major Indian OMCs

Law invoked Iin news

Detall

Liquefied Petroleum Gas

Propane and Butane

Stored in liquid form under pressure
Persian Gulf

About 60%

About 40%

IOC, BPCL, HPCL

Essential Commodities Act, 1955



* Consider the following statements regarding LPG in
India:

* LPG mainly consists of propane and butane gases.

* The Essential Commodities Act, 1955 allows the
government to regulate production and distribution
of essential goods.

* India produces more than 80% of its LPG
domestically.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* (a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



Use cooking fuel
judiciously,
consumers told

S tha Kandavel

CHENNAI

With restrictions placed on
liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) supplies for both
domestic and commercial
consumers from Thursday
night, the public have been
advised to use the fuel
judiciously.

An oil industry source
said single bottle domestic
consumers will be allowed
to make fresh bookings on-
ly after 21 days from the
date of last booking and
those with double bottles
can book only after 30
days. “Consumers can
book only using their regis-
tered mobile numbers and
delivery will be done only
if the OTP is given. These
are steps to ensure the fuel
is used judiciously,” said a
distributor.

Sources said commer-
cial consumers using 19 kg
cylinders were told they
will not be given supplies.
But after talks, existing cus-
tomers were given a por-
tion of their requirements.

“Private gas companies

do not have stock. We
heard supplies to indus-
trial consumers were being
stopped,” a source said.

Hoteliers in Tamil Nadu
said this could cripple their
business. They fear distrib-
utors may cite shortages to
divert supplies to the black
market or increase prices,
raising operating costs for
restaurants and hotels.

“They have slowed the
supply of LPG for commer-
cial purposes. From next
week, we don't know how
we will run our business.
Distributors say they don’t
have any stock,” said D.
Sreenivasan, owner of the
Sree Annapoorna Sree
Gowrishankar Hotels,
Coimbatore and Honorary
President of Tamil Nadu
Hotel Association.

“LPG is our primary
fuel. Many who are work-
ing and living in hostels de-
pend on restaurants for
their day-to-day food. Even
the hospital sector de-
pends on us for food for
patients,” added Jegan Da-
modarasamy, CEO of Sree
Annapoorna Sree Gowrish-
ankar Hotels.



1. Main Development [ & gl
e Consumers have been advised to use cooking fuel (LPG) judiciously due to supply restrictions. /
INIRTST B ATYfF vfdeei BRI E A (LPG) BT ATae-igdas Uz 333 &Y TelTg <t e 2 |
« The restrictions apply to both domestic and commercial LPG consumers. [ Jg Ufdde aiaaﬂ?
ATANAD 11 LPG INiternaii IR @n gld & |
« The advisory aims to prevent shortages and manage limited supply efficiently. / 33 Jd1g &1 3627
TvTfda Bt Bt AT 3R TiFd 3MYfd &1 FHad UGeT BATE |

2. New Booking Restrictions / 78 gfdst daeit Tiwmg
« Consumers with single LPG cylinder can book the next cylinder only after 21 days. / @& fGds: a1a
ImiamT 21 37 916 & srTel gfb T R Thd & |

« Consumers with double cylinder connections can book the next refill only after 30 days. / &l fd&sR

a1et IMterT 30 3 a1g 8 A gfbT R Tha & |

e LPG bookings will be accepted only through registered mobile numbers with OTP verification. /

LPG gt dhad Usitded RIdISd &R 3R OTP T & HTEIH & €1 WibR I SATg |



3. Restrictions on Commercial LPG | &1adrfde LPG UR Ufdaer

« Commercial consumers using 19 kg LPG cylinders initially faced supply stoppage. / 19 faum™ LPG
A0SR BT IUANT B a1 AT D TR DY ATYfd Uget Aeb ot 1S oft |

 After discussions, some limited supply was allowed to existing commercial consumers. [ dig A
gTadid & 91 Hisigl aradrad IqHiaansi &t ifid 3mgfd & srafd s |

e Restaurants and hotels fear that LPG shortage may affect business operations and increase costs. /

gled 3R AR} T Bl 312/ & b LPG &t SHHT & raard wifad gnm 31k &inrd gart |

4. Impact on Hospitality Sector / 31fder &= W= yima

« Hotels and restaurants depend heavily on LPG as their primary cooking fuel. / 8ca 3R SRR HE=
SEA B BUA LPG R AR A &1

e Any disruption in LPG supply can affect food services, hostels, hospitals and catering businesses.
/ LPG 3myfe & sren 3 Fmey Aang, giied, 3udie 3R dhefa @raarr yMifad & Jhd € |

e Hospitality sector associations warned that prolonged shortages could cripple restaurant

operations. / 3Tfded &7 J&A1 A Adra+t &t fos sidt 3rafel &bt BHHT IR AT B) WIfdd B Jbdl & |



5. Concerns of Black Marketing | STATETSIRT @b} 3iTRidbT

e Some industry representatives fear distributors might divert LPG supply to the black market. /| $®
Jei wfafAfer ot 3meidt & b fdaves LPG 3Mgfd &) BIearsiRl o 3R Mg IPha & |

« Reduced supply could also lead to price increases for commercial consumers. / 3Tgfd &H g4 3

TaAE®E IR & fAQ Hiad 9¢ Thdt & |

6. Government'’s Objective | TRBR BT 382
« The government wants to prioritise household cooking gas supply. / TR®R B 61 114 3MYfd B

wrelfAedT ST aTEdt & |

« Measures are intended to ensure equitable distribution and prevent panic buying. / 39 3URI &1

320T JHM faarvr gfAfeda &A1 3k garge § SRR ABATR |



Fact
LPG Full Form

Main Components

Domestic LPG Cylinder in India

Commercial LPG Cylinder

Maj
Maj

or

or

PG distributors

PG Import region for India

Detall

_iquefied Petroleum Gas

Propane and Butane

14.2 kg
19 kg

OC, BPCL, HPCL

Persian Gulf



* Consider the following statements regarding LPG
distribution in India:

* Domestic LPG cylinders in India generally weigh
14.2 kg.

 Commercial LPG cylinders used in hotels typically
weigh 19 kg.

* LPG is mainly composed of methane gas.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?
* (a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and3



Merchant ships stranded near Strait of Hormuz

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

With the conflict in West
Asia escalating, merchant
ships continue to be
stranded upstream of
Strait of Hormuz, even as
the world awaits the rol-
lout of the U.S. govern-
ment’s promise of deploy-
ing its Navy to escort the
ships and funding war risk
insurance for the vessels.
On Thursday, Sonangal
Namibe, a crude oil carrier
whose owners and manag-
ers are based in Houston,
Texas, as per Equasis data-
base, became the ninth
ship attacked in the region
since the conflict started.
Skylight, a ship sanctioned
by the U.S. for Iranian links
and manned mostly by In-
dian crew, was also among
the ships attacked. Insu-
rance companies are seek-
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Fear reigns:: Ships on the Persian Gulf route may have to pay 10
times or 15 times more for insurance coverage.

ing to renegotiate their cov-
erage of ships serving the
Persian Gulf.

War risk cover

War risk insurance policies
that can cover ship transit
through the Strait of Hor-
muz come with premiums
of 1% to 3% of the vessel
cost itself, says David Osler,
Law and Insurance Editor
of Lloyds List Intelligence.

This means vessels transit-
ing the Strait of Hormuz
will now need to pay week-
ly insurance premiums of
nearly the same amount
they would pay for an en-
tire year, he says.
Insurance  premiums
have registered increases
across the world since the
recent conflict started.
Ships on the Persian Gulf
route may have to pay 10

times or 15 times more for
insurance coverage, which
is a basic requirement for
any merchant ship to em-
bark on a voyage. Experts
talk of affiliative risk - ves-
sels may have owners for-
mally based in neutral
countries and the ships
may fly flags of other na-
tions but if they have links
with not just Iran but also
the U.S. and Israel, then
they may have to pay much
higher premiums.

Governments such as
the U.K. had historically
footed the bill for such war
risk insurance. In Decem-
ber of last year, Denmark
passed a law providing
such a cover for its ships.

One fifth of the world’s
oil and gas supplies pass
through the strait.

More than 600 ships are
estimated to be trapped,
out of whom some 250 are

oil tankers and gas car-
riers. At least 10% of the oil
and gas ships are estimated
to be Indian flagged vessels
bound for India. Govern-
ment-owned Shipping Cor-
poration of India is among
the leading ship owners
whose vessels have been
stranded in the Persian
Gulf west of the strait.

Though oil and gas facil-
ities have been hit and
some such as Qatar’s facili-
ties have been shut down,
many Persian Gulf ports
continue to be operational.

Lloyds List Intelligence
reports that there has been
a 95% decrease in the num-
ber of ships transiting the
Strait of Hormuz.

No India related ship
has transited the strait. SCI
has ships with some nine
lakh tonne cargo capacity
in the area while Sanmar
has some 3 lakh tonne.



1. Core Development [ &I EcT
e Merchant ships carrying oil and gas are stranded near the Strait of Hormuz due to escalating
conflict in West Asia. / ufedn Tfein & ggd o & BRUT g3 STasHBHE & I dd 3R 19 & 31 aa
IR ST BGAEUE |
« The situation has created uncertainty in global shipping routes and energy supply chains. / 33 faifd &
dfedes farfam A 3tk a1t yfd sieremsi & fAfeadar der &= &t 1

e Many ships are waiting for naval escorts and war-risk insurance arrangements before crossing the

strait. / B3 ST&TS AtAfd R 3R Yg ST FHT AT BT Sd5TR TR 3L & dlfds STASHEHE] UR BR b |

2. Attacks on Ships | 31131 IR gHe
« Several ships have been attacked or targeted since the conflict escalated in the region. / 87 H Ja¥
T4 & 91 B TEIF IR EHA AT 18T 9T A Hl UG gS & |
e A crude oil tanker named Sonangal Namibe became one of the ships attacked in the region. /

Sonangal Namibe ATH® &aal dd SR §9 &7 H g Bl fABR g3
e Another ship named Skylight with an Indian crew was also among the targeted vessels. / Skylight

B STETR FHA YRATT ITeies ge T Wt gHel &1 fIBR g3



3. War Risk Insurance | Jg Sif&H €A
e Ships traveling through the Strait of Hormuz now require special war-risk insurance coverage. /
ETHST TTSHEHET  TERA dTat STeTsl & 319 a2 g AT d1HT HaR B 3TaITHdT & |
« Insurance premiums have increased 10 to 15 times compared to normal rates. / ST Hifdaw IE=T
R B AT A 1015 AT dB I T & |
e War risk insurance can cost 1-3% of the vessel’s value for a single transit. / T dR ST(IsSHOHET UR
PR & foig g SEH T STETST Bt BIHd BT AT 1-3% ddb &l Jbdl &

4. Decline in Ship Traffic [ ST&Tsi &1 3TaTsTal A fiRTae
e The number of ships passing through the Strait of Hormuz has dropped drastically due to security
concerns. | JR&I fAarait & BRUT &3 STASHBHET J TERA ATe STETSH &l TR AT A USTS & |
 Reports indicate a 95% decline in ship traffic through the strait during the crisis. / Rl & 3TAR
e &b SR STASHEHEY A ST ! ATTSTE & T 95% ) fiRiae 3ns 2|
« More than 600 ships are estimated to be stranded in the Persian Gulf region. /| BRI & FTst &7 &
600 A 3ifeh STET BA 1A BT A & |



5. Importance of Strait of Hormuz | 81H31 STHSHSHEY &I HEd
 The Strait of Hormuz is one of the most important global oil shipping chokepoints. [ &/HaT

STsHEAEY fdea & Ged Hgayuf dd URag chokepoints # J T g1
« Nearly one-fifth of the world’s oil and gas supply passes through this route. / fdea &t @ Tab-

girdl ae 3R 71 3myfd 53 Anf & ERAT 2 |
« It connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea. /| Jg BRY &t WTST B 3HMA

@t @t 3R 3RT ATR A SNEdT 2 |

6. Impact on Global Energy Market | df2edes 3311 d15TR U3 YMTd
« Disruptions in the strait may cause global oil prices to rise sharply. / STdgH®AeT A arem F dfeded de
B4 R a1 fg e adbat & |

« Shipping delays can increase transportation and insurance costs for oil and gas shipments. / faifgm

7 &R A ad 3R 1 uRRaga 92 &1 @nTd 9¢ Jhdi 8 |

e Energy-importing countries such as India, China, Japan and South Korea are highly vulnerable. /

WRd, =9, STTaE 31 2faior HIRan 1A 33T 3mrTde 221 333 3 feies yifdd 8 Jwhd 2



7. Impact on India [ YRd R YHTd
« Around 10% of oil and gas ships in the region are estimated to be Indian-flagged vessels. /| 33 83
H T 10% aat 3R 19 S1gTs WRATT east ara STgTs dae ST 2 |
« India depends heavily on West Asian oil imports passing through this route. | YRd ®T%! &¢ db
ufedw eferan & 33 a1e ad 3maTd R iR 8 st gat wanf @ smar 21

« Any long-term disruption may affect India’s energy security and import costs. / SitidbIfeic aren 3
WRd it 3311 G 3R 3mana @nTa wWifdd 8 gdbdt 2 |

Additional Exam-Oriented Facts | 3ifafRar utem 3uitit ae

Fact Detail

Strait of Hormuz location Between Iran and Oman
Connects Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman
Global oil trade share About 20%

Major oil exporters using the route Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, UAE
Major importers dependent on the route India, China, Japan, South Korea

Strategic importance World’s most critical oil chokepoint



Consider the following statements regarding the Strait of Hormuz:
It lies between Iran and Oman.

Nearly one-fifth of the world’s oil trade passes through this route.
It connects the Red Sea with the Mediterranean Sea.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

* (a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



Karnataka, A.P. plan social media ban for children

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka and Andhra Pra-
desh are set to ban social
media for children to pre-
vent the adverse effects of
increasing mobile phone
use.

Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah made an
announcement in this re-
gard on Friday, during the
presentation of the State
Budget. He did not spell
out a road map for the im-
plementation of the ban.

While Karnataka said it
proposes to ban social me-
dia for children under 16,
Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du said the government
would impose the restric-
tion on children aged be-
low 13.

Speaking in the Assemb-

Screen lock: The States say the steps are aimed at preventing the
adverse impact of social media use on children. FILE PHOTO

ly, Mr. Naidu said the ban is
likely to be in place within
the next 90 days. He added
that the government is also
examining possible regula-
tions for children in the 13-
16 age group.

It was during a recent
meeting with the Vice-
Chancellors of State public
universities chaired by the

Governor, that Mr. Siddara-
maiah had proposed a mo-
bile ban for schoolchildren
and sought opinion from
all stakeholders.

There has been a public
debate on this issue since,
and experts are divided on
the impact and feasibility
of a blanket ban.

Mr. Naidu emphasised

that the government is
committed to safeguarding
children from the harmful
effects of excessive social
media usage and ensuring
their overall well-being.

A similar ban on social
media for children below
the age of 16 was made into
a law in Australia in De-
cember 2025.

The law forces social
media platforms to restrict
access to children below 16
years of age and violations
can attract very high pe-

nalties up to $32 million for
serious and repeated
violations.

Reacting to Karnataka’s
proposal, A.P. Minister for
IT and Education Nara Lo-
kesh posed on X: “Imita-
tion is the sincerest form of
flattery” and said he was
pleased to see Karnataka
considering restrictions on

social media for young us-
ers.

He noted that Andhra
Pradesh had earlier pro-
posed similar measures
aimed at protecting young
minds from the darker side
of the digital world, and
wished the Karnataka go-
vernment success in im-
plementing the idea.

Student union elections
During the Budget presen-
tation, Mr. Siddaramaiah
also announced the re-in-
troduction of student un-
ion elections in colleges
and universities, after it
was banned nearly four de-
cades ago.

He said it would “foster
leadership, responsibility,
and democratic values
among students”. Both
have been much-debated
contentious issues.




1. Core Development [ & gcT
e The governments of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh are planning to ban or restrict social media
usage for children. / Fdfed 3iR 31ig U2l ABR g} &b AT TAere wifsar 3w wR ufdder ar w2 fFam
AN B3 B ASTATIATIET & |

e The aim is to protect children from harmful psychological and social effects of excessive mobile

and social media use. / ST®T 3827 HATS 3R W2 HfSAT & 3 Afeies 3UT A 81 a1 7T 31k
A1 gSMTdl & g<d) B a1 8|
e The announcement was made during the Karnataka State Budget presentation by Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah. / Ig €YU BATed & HEAHET fGGRAAT gRT AT 1€ Yxqfd & GRIF B 1S |

2. Proposed Age Restrictions | Udifdd 3] Ufdeer

« Karnataka plans to ban social media for children below 16 years of age. | ®dicd® 16 a5 A FAIF H
g=il & foig Terer Hifsar iR ufdder @A Bt AT g1 ET 2 |

« Andhra Pradesh is considering restrictions on children below 13 years of age. / 311§/ 92l 13 a9 & &H
39 P Tl R Ufdde oA R faaR BR@T 2 |

e The policy may be implemented within the next 90 days after consultations with stakeholders. /

fEdeRaT & Wl & 915 90 fEAY & wiar ifd @r & ST Iwdl & |



3. Reasons for the Ban [ Ufddel & &RUT
e Increasing screen addiction among children has become a major concern. | 9<di A da&d! ¥pIH dd
(screen addiction) T@ g8 fadr 94 TS g1
e Excessive social media use is linked with mental health issues, cyberbullying and reduced

academic performance. / T2 HfSAT BT D IUANT AATHG TR FHR3M, JTgaR gfei 3R uers

R TBRIHD YT A 55T 2|
« Governments want to ensure safe digital environments for children. /| TR&R gl & fag gvfém

fefSiee ararazor gfAfedd &A1 argdt 2|

4. Global Context [ dfedes T
e In December 2025, Australia passed a law banning social media access for children below 16
years. [ f&daR 2025 A 3iRgfeiar v 16 af @ &H 31 & gl & feiw Aera wifsam ufdeer s @ny faar |
« Social media companies must restrict access for minors under the law. / 33 & & dgd Jiere Hifgar
BUfAaY BT AT @l ugd Hifid A1 gt |
« Violations may lead to heavy penalties up to about $32 million. / 3eei&d B TR & 32 fAfedaa
ST A BT WRI AT &I ST ThdT & |




5. Debate on the Policy [ ifd R 9&9
 Experts are divided on the feasibility and effectiveness of a blanket social media ban. / fa2Ivz gof

Tere wifsan wfaeer o1 ragriar 3k waeiteddr «R fanfsd g1
e Some believe it will protect children from harmful online content. / Egzesao‘rnﬂmé fos Ig gifFpR®

TS YT & gl bl Y& B |
« Others argue it may restrict digital literacy and freedom of expression. / 37 fadlszil &1 ddb & b

3T fefsied Tnararn 3k sfiafad &t Tad=dar Tifdd 8 Twhdt 2|

6. Related Policy Announcement / I&feia =ifa eigom

o Karnataka also announced the reintroduction of student union elections in colleges and

universities. / BTcd A Bictst 3R faafdencral A BT TU AT GIART AF B DI BIFUT 1 &Y |

« The move aims to promote democratic values, leadership and responsibility among students. /

BT 362T BTEI B dlbdiAd Hedl, Addd 3R SMAgRT & W11 &) 9mar 1 & |



RSP heads for landslide
victory in Nepal; rapper
Balen set to become PM

KATHMANDU

The Rastriya Swatantra
Party (RSP), bomn just four
years ago, has altered the
syntax of Nepali politics as
it heads towards an electo-
ral landslide, with early
trends putting it far ahead
of Nepal's established par

ties that have ruled the
country for decades,

According to Election
Commission data, the RSP
is leading in 110 constituen-
cies out of 165, while esta
blished parties like the Ne-
pali Congress and the
Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist)
tralled at 10 and seven con-
situencies, respectively.

With the RSP's impend-
ing victory, rapper-turned-
politician Balendra Shah,
popularly known as Balen,
is set to become the na-
tion's Himalayan new PM,
and Its youngest ever, at
Jjust 35 years.

He is leading in the vote
count against K.P. Sharma
Ofi of the CPN-UML.

In Mr, Oli's home turf of
Jhapa-5, Mr. Shah has se-
cured 15,169 votes against
3,344 for the CPN-UML
leader.

The RSP is also ahead in
the proportional represen-
tation (PR) count, securing
18,830 votes (59%) of the
31,882 votes counted till
8:05 p.m,, while the NC se-
cured 5,560 votes (17%).
Under the PR system, the
Rastriya Prajatantra Party,
a pro-Hindy, pro-monar-
chist force, is third with
2,848 votes (9%), followed
by the CPN-UML with 2,101
(6.5%).

Counting is under way
in Nepal, which voted on
Thursday in its first elec

RSP candidate Balendra Shah, poputary known as Balen, dunng an
election campaign rally. a7

tion since last year’s Gen Z
protests that claimed 77
lives. The protests toppled
the Ofi government,

Majority mandate

The RSPs victory path
busts the long-standing no-
tion that Nepals mixed
electoral system largely
prevents any party from
securing a majority.

With the centrist liberal
party appearing set to hit
the threshold of 138 in the
275 member House of Re-
presentatives, Nepal could
see a majority government
for the first time in 27
years, with the mandate to
complete a full five-year
term. This would mark a
rare  reset in  Nepali
politics.

Though the Nepali Con-
gress had won 113 seats in
the then 205-member Par-
liament in 1999, infighting
within the party led 1o the
government's collapse in
just over a year.

Founded in 2022, the
RSP surprised many in that
year's election by emerg-
ing as the fourth-largest
party, In the run-up to
Thursday’s vote, it enjoyed
a groundswell of support,
with public opinion tilting
towards it, largely because

R

of Mr. Shah, popularly
known as Balen.

Balen, who won the
Kathmandu mayoral elec-
tion in the 2022 local polls
as an independent candi-
date, joined the RSP only
in December last year,
three months after the Gen
Z protests,

Dambar Khatiwada, a
writer and commentator,
said that Balen’s entry had
energised the youth,
among whom he is hugely
popular.

“But multiple factors
were in play. That there
was disenchantment
amaong the people with the
old parties is a fact,” he
said. “The electorate vent-
ed their ire; they wok re-
venge on the parties that
failed them for the last
three decades.”

Frustrated voters

Voter turnout on Thursday
stood at 58.7%, the lowest
since Nepal's first election
in 1991, a year after democ-
racy was restored in the

Some see it as voter fa
tigue, but analysts say the
low turnout also indicates
that many old-party loyal-
ists stayed home, frustrat-
ed by repeated failures.

Reuters

Photo

el ! I 4
RSP supporters cheer outside a
counting centre in Kathmandu

Trends For

Total seats

Leads (including wins)

Nepali Congress
B CPN-UML
M Nepali Communist Party 8

& Others

114
15
11

13

&




1. Core Development [ & gcdT
e Nepal's Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) is heading toward a major electoral victory in the national

elections. / AUTA &1 AT Td—= UTel (RSP) I TATAT A 981 3ild o 3R 96 FE &

e The party has taken a strong lead over traditional political parties such as the Nepali Congress and
Communist Party of Nepal (UML). / 33 UTef 4 URUR® gall o1 AUTel o 3R BRI uret 3iie Aurd
(UML) 2 g5t 9&d g1 ol 81

« This result indicates a major shift in Nepal's political landscape. / g URuH AUTd &l A=T-ifd A 93

gCdTd BT Hbd SdT 2l

2. Emergence of Balen Shah / dTa 21T &1 3HR
« Rapper-turned politician Balendra Shah (Balen) is set to become the Prime Minister of Nepal. /3R &

ST 99 dTed+g 2ME (JTd) AUTA b YEMTHAT g9 BT 3R 9@ @ 2

o If elected, he would become Nepal's youngest Prime Minister at the age of about 35 years. [ af¢ T
A € Y & @M 35 av &t 3 A AT & TR YaT W=t g4 |

e Balen gained popularity earlier after winning the Kathmandu mayoral election in 2022 as an

independent candidate. / STi9 &1 Ugd 2022 H B16HIg AR ATd TdA IFHIGIR & &Y A 5ild4 & 91
s ioaar faet aft |



3. Electoral Performance of RSP [ RSP &1 TATdl Wi

e According to the Election Commission, the RSP is leading in about 110 constituencies out of 165 in
the First-Past-The-Post system. [ TATd 31T & AR RSP 165 A& @1 110 fAafa= &3 A 9gd 9411
gUE|

« Traditional parties such as Nepali Congress and CPN-UML are trailing behind. / 9RIR® g 313
ATt BT 3R CPN-UML dig g e &

e Under the Proportional Representation (PR) voting system, RSP also secured a significant share of

votes. | 3rquifde Ufafafeia (PR) Yomat & Ht RSP &1 Agaquf die fAd g1

4. Nepal's Electoral System [ 24T &1 AT YoMt
e Nepal follows a mixed electoral system combining First-Past-The-Post (FPTP) and Proportional
Representation (PR). / Aute FPTP 3iR PR g &1 fAcTes: fAfsia g-ma WoTe! &1 39T &RaT g1
« The House of Representatives has 275 members. / WfafAfe T & et 275 TG A & |
« A party needs 138 seats to form a majority government. /| TR&BR 411 & fdT 138 Hiel &b 3maaesdr

gt gl



5. Political Context | A5Tifdd TssHfH

» Nepal has experienced frequent political instability and coalition governments since becoming a
federal democratic republic. | &l M difFe TURST g4 & 918 AUTH A At-ifde 3ifRar 3R maded
TBR HRR FE &

» A clear majority government would be the first in nearly 27 years. | T dg§Hd ATell YIBR ATHT 27
asf ® ygelt R 94 Tbdl 81

« Public dissatisfaction with traditional political parties helped RSP gain support. /| URURR® gl & SAdT
H F[GFE A RSP o THEfA @

6. Role of Youth and Protests | Zar3if 3R siictami & yfdd
» The rise of RSP was partly influenced by youth-led protests demanding political reforms. /| RSP &1
MR AsTAtdd R B 7T BIA a1 gaT Aigial 4 wyifad &7
« The Gen Z protest movement played a role in mobilising public opinion. / Gen Z 3igidd A SHd &1
fad 33 & et AT
« Many young voters supported Balen Shah as a symbol of political change. / &5 JdT HagAar3i 3 CIGE]
2ITE I ATIdd dGeiTd b Wdld & ®9 A TR 3|



Fact

Country
Legislature
Lower House
Total seats
Majority mark
Electoral system
Capital of Nepal

Current Constitution

Detail

Nepal

Federal Parliament

House of Representatives

275

138

Mixed (FPTP + Proportional Representation)
Kathmandu

Constitution of Nepal 2015



* Consider the following statements regarding Nepal’s political system:

* Nepal follows a mixed electoral system combining First-Past-The-Post and Proportional
Representation.

* The House of Representatives of Nepal has 275 members.
* A party requires 150 seats to form a majority government in Nepal.
* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* (a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Anuj Agnihotri tops civil services
exam; 958 candidates qualify

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) an-
nounced the results of the
civil services examination
on Friday, recommending
958 candidates for ap-
pointment to the IAS, IFS,
IPS, and Central Services
across the country, against
1,087 vacancies. Of the re-
commended candidates,
659 are men and 299 are
women.

Anuj Agnihotri, a grad-
uate from AIIMS, Jodhpur,
secured the top rank, with
medical science as his op-
tional subject. Rajeshwari
Suve, a graduate in electri-
cal and electronics engi-
neering from Anna Univer-
sity, Chennai, came
second, with sociology as
her optional subject. The
third rank was secured by
Delhi University graduate
Akansh Dhull.

The civil services (preli-

.
- \ -
-
- .
.
- -

Anuj Agnihotri

minary) examination was
conducted on May 25 last
year. A total of 9.37 lakh
candidates applied, of
which 5.76 lakh candidates
appeared. Candidature of
348 candidates has been
kept provisional.

Of the 958 recommend-
ed candidates, 317 are from
the general category, 158
from the SC category, 73
from the ST category, 306
OBC, and 104 candidates
from the EWS category.
About 84 candidates were
Persons with Benchmark
Disabilities across socio-

economic categories, who
were recommended
against 42 vacancies.

“I am extremely happy
at this achievement. It’s an
incredible feeling,” Mr. Ag-
nihotri said. He credited
his success to family mem-

bers saying they have been
his biggest source of
inspiration.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Friday con-
gratulated all the candi-
dates who successfully
cleared the civil services
examination, 2025 and
said their dedication, per-
severance and hard work
had led to this significant
milestone. For those who
could not perform as de-
sired, Mr. Modi said, this
was only one step in a larg-
er journey and many op-
portunities lay ahead, both
in future examinations and
in the many avenues
through which they can
contribute to the nation.
(With PTI inputs)



STA STICS A slice of life in numbers

Gold: India is mining more,
but also buying 400x more

India’s gold production rose to 1,627kg
in 2024-25 from 1,127kg in 2020-21, yet
it remains negligible compared with
663.7 tonnes (6.6 lakh kg) of net
imports in calendar year 2025

1,627
1,586 2024-25

2023-24

Production 1,433
gsg(:jl‘;:avresr 1’407 2022-23
(in ko) 20212

1,127

2020'21 Source: Ministry of mines




KURDS ON IRAN’S BORDER WHOARE THE KURDS? R TN KSR
ethnic group of about 45 million people spread
A P ot enti aI N ew Fron t across the mountainous regions of Irag, Iran,

Syria and Turkiye. They have long sought either an
independent state or greater autonomy, making -
them one of the largest stateless populationsin -

Iranian Kurdish forces, based in Iraq, are preparing armed units that the world. Kurds speak their own language with

could be sent into Iran, potentially with US support, in an insurgency : several dialects, and most are Sunni Muslims

hat would open a new front against Tehran. Israel, reportedly, has also

been bombing parts of western Iran to support militias who hope to = LA ' :*T L —

gize towns near the frontier & RDISH MINORITY? Kurds make
; ¢ up around 10% of Iran’s population and
by < live mainly in the country’s north-west

border regions. They have often been at the
forefront of dissent against Tehran. In 2022,
the death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old
Kurdish Iranian woman arrested by morality
police, sparked nationwide protests

I:Ti”.l‘,mﬂ ) CHALLENG

uaLIII] With US air support and

military advisers, Kurdish militias could
attempt to seize and hold territory in
Kurdish-majority areas of Iran. Even
limited gains could force Iran to

divert troops and resources to border
regions, stretching its military during

a wider conflict

R




o ,..\_ o . o . Areasof significant Kurdish presence across a territory A History Of Distrust

historically known as Kurdistan, home to an estimated

posad ; 3 4 2 > J\ 45m pe?plewﬁhomasffxt\eoftheirown 4 With Washington

Iran, “RASAE
b b - A > \ \.1 e
,ﬁ;f.i‘,?,;a" ' ' W, v R ™ 1975 | President EEIZR: failed
Hons in ™~ i U e G -~ D A N - to protect Kurds from a routing
ge with ' E | B Sy *Afehran ' by Iraqi forces
ilims ~ SYRIA N S IRAN 1988 | president IS
ERANON B "'Bﬁghd‘ ' . did not stop Iraqi forces from using
'SR;‘@; j ad\ ; 'g(,)%gﬁon chemical weapons against the Kurds
A foroa ErpS i Sl 1990 | president TR,
? h : 5 aill encouraged the Kurds to rise up
the gver N/ A\ Y against Saddam Hussein after he
22, TN N Sauny \ Persian__ invaded Kuwait but then stood

ARABIA “Gulf aside as Iraqi forces brutally

crushed the rebellion

TURKIYE |9T5Nm Jan 2026 | president T
85.5m allowed Syrian forces to seize
inhabitants Kurdish territory won during the
Kurds Syrian civil war and in
25% 11.5% REGIONAL bloody battles against
OPPOSITION : the Islamic State
27% 15% Any Western support for Kurdish terror group
fighters could face strong resistance from
IRAQ _ Turkiye, a Nato member. Ankara considers the
| 46m SYRIA Kurdish militant group PJAK a terrorist organisation Source: NYT,

21.6m linked to separatists fighting the Turkish state AP, Reuters




Conditions apply: Digital
fraud relief to be capped

RBI’s 725K Compensation To Be Applicable
Only For One Time Gross Loss Up To 750K

Tinees News NeTworx

Mumbai: Reserve Bank of
India has proposed a ceiling
of Rs 50,000 for digital frauds
to be eligible for compensa-
tlon of up to Rs 25,000, Accor-
ding to the draft, customers
who lose more than Rs 50,000
in a cyber fraud incident will
not qualify for this compensa-
tion mechanism.

Banks must credit the
compensation to the victim
within five calendar days af-
ter recelving a completed cla-
imapplication. They will sub-
sequently seek reimburse-
ment from RBI on a quarterty
basis, The draft directions al-
50 bar banks from charging
customers for mandatory re-
gulatory SMS alerts or for
promotional and marketing
messages sent to them,

The proposal, which will
be applicable for transactions
after July 1, 2026 sets out how
the financial burden will be
shared between RBI, the cus-
tomer’s bank, and the bank
that received the fraudulent
funds. According to the fram-
ework, compensation will fol-
Jow athree-way split that vari-
eswith the size of theloss,

For losses below Rs 29 412,
the victim will receive 85% of
the lost amount (Rs 25,000).
RBI will bear 65% of the total
loss, while the customer's
bank and the beneficiary
bank will each bear 10%. For
losses between Rs 29,412 and
Rs 50,000, compensation will
reach the maximum cap of Rs
25,000. In such cases, RBI will
contribute Rs 19,118, while the
customer’s bank and the be-
neficiary bank will each pay
Rs28L

While RBI did not explain

the additional celling on the
gross lossdespite the absolute
cap of Rs 25,000, bankers said
the limit could be Intended to
restrict compensation to
small depositors or to ensure
that customers with higher
balances exercise greater
caution. RBI announced the
compensation framework in
its Feb 2026 monetary policy.
The provision extends cove

imposed strict eligibility con-
ditions to ensure the scheme
functions as a limited safety
net rather than a recurring
insurance cover Individuals
will be allowed to claim the
compensation only once in
their lifetime, In joint acco-
unts, only one account holder
may file a claim. Once a claim
is made, that Individual's lifo-
time eligibility will be ex-

RBI TO BEAR 65% OF LOSS

i > For losses below 129,412, » Customers who lose more
the victim will receive 85% of | than 250,000 in a cyber fraud
' the lost amount (25,0000 | Incident will not qualify

> RBI will bear 65% of  for this compensation

the total loss, while the mechanism

| customer’s bank and > The central bank has
the beneficiary bank also imposed strict

. will each bear 10% conditions to

> Pravision extends coverage | ensure the scheme functions
| even to customers who have | 25 3 imited safety net rather
' shared credentials suchas | than a recurring insurance
 one-time passwords cover for customers
rage even to customers who  hausted, including for sny
have shared credentials such  personal accounts held later

as OTPs. Existing rules gene-
rally do not protect customers
if they lose money after sha-
ring credentials and before
informing the bank.

The new norms include
losses where the customer is
tricked into sending money
through an authorised elec-
tronic banking transaction
carried out through decep-
tion, coercion, or misuse of
credentials. Such transac-
tions may use valid authenti-
cation methods such as OTP,
PIN, CVV, ar passwords but
are still treated as fraud be-
cause the approval was obtai-
ned through manipulation
rather than genuine intent.

The central bank has also

Victims must report the
fraud to the National Cyber
Crime Reporting Portal or the
1930 helpline and inform thelr
bank within five calendar da-
vs of the incident to qualify
The standard application
form for compensation will
alsorequireapplicantstosub-
mit their Aadhaar number.

If law enforcement agen-
cies or banks later recover the
stolen funds, the settlement
will be recalculated based on
net loss, Recovered amounts
will first be used to make up
any remaining gap between
the compensation paid and
the customer's actual Joss
Any surplus will be returned
to the RBI and the banks.



1. Core Development [ &I "l
e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed a framework to compensate victims of digital fraud. /
WRdt 51 4 (RBI) A f3fSiea elmest & difsdl ol gamasn g7 & fag v 72 aiar yarfad fdsan g1
« Compensation will be capped at ¥25,000 for eligible fraud cases. / Ut eNFTEE! HTHW@! A G3ATdSTT

ffefepan 25,000 dd Hifdd |
« The rule will apply only if the total fraud loss does not exceed ¥50,000. / Jg fAaH ?TH"TFWL@TTTHH

Bl eiETerEt BT JHaE T50,000 & 31feid T 81

2. Eligibility Conditions / IT=dT 2rd
e Customers who lose more than 50,000 in a cyber fraud incident will not qualify for this
compensation scheme. / 59 TTg®! &1 AT8ER &i@TeEt # 50,000 & 31feies THIE gldT 8, d T AT 6
uTA T8l 8l |
« The compensation will be available only once in a customer’s lifetime. / Ig H3ATIST UTgh &b Std-bTd
" $dd b dR &l IUcTeE] g |

e Injoint bank accounts, only one account holder can claim the compensation. / mgaﬁﬂasam’m

Pddl U WTATERD & GATAST STaT R JehaT & |



3. Compensation Structure [ 31T AT

e For losses below 29,412, customers will receive 85% of the lost amount (maximum ¥25,000). /
229,412 & BH HI UR UTgdh! B! Tl AT BT 85% (3ferdad T25,000) AT

« For losses between 29,412 and 50,000, compensation will be capped at 25,000. / 29,4123
¥50,000 & T FHAM g1 WR 3ifeicsad 25,000 TS fHa |

e The RBI will bear 65% of the loss, while the customer’s bank and beneficiary bank will each bear
10% of the loss. / THIT BT 65% RBI T&4 BT, FTdfds UTed BT ddb 3R ATl &6 Tdd 10% JhaH
agd Bl |

4. Reporting Requirements [ RAYfeT saaean
e Victims must report the fraud to the National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal or the 1930 helpline. /
Uifsal b eRarerst ot Ja=T AT ATsar TaRrel RAMET GiEa a1 1930 ecaars- R g1 gt
« The fraud must be reported within five days of the incident to qualify for compensation. / H3iTasiT U
& foTQ Tre-T & uia &A1 & wiar RUlé w1 3maead & |

e Banks must credit the compensation to victims within five calendar days after receiving the

completed claim. / d& &' guf grar ficA & gig fGAT & Wiaz F3mas Afeh SHT BT g1t |



5. Coverage of Fraud Cases [ eiETe/st HTHA] BT SRIRT
e The scheme covers fraud cases where money is transferred through authorized digital transactions
but obtained through deception or coercion. [ Tg AT 37 HIHE! Y BaR Bdt & STer da1 WHTford

fafsice A9e & HregH A &8 A1 a1 A U fhar T g |

 Itincludes cases where customers share OTP, PIN, CVV or passwords due to manipulation. /ST® d

HHA Ml 2nfie € T8 a18es OTP, PIN, CVV I1URIds e A Arsn R ed €1
« Such transactions will still be treated as fraud despite authentication being completed. / FHTUf{EBOT

TR EF & d1a3g T aa SIEmerst a1 smat |

6. Purpose of the Policy / ifd &1 382a
e The RBI intends to create a limited safety net for small depositors affected by digital fraud. / RBI &1
3eey fafsiea eiraerst & wifdd Bie sHTwdisi & feg difda JRam aF ST 8|
e The framework is not meant to function as an insurance system for repeated fraud claims. /g
ST gR-gR g1 dTat ei@merst gral & faig §iHT UoTet &Y aig &l 98l bR |
e The policy also encourages customers to exercise caution while sharing banking credentials. /| Jg&
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Fact

Regulator

Cyber fraud helpline
Reporting platform
Maximum compensation
Maximum eligible fraud loss

RBI share in compensation

Detail

Reserve Bank of India

1930

National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal
25,000

50,000

65%



e Consider the following statements regarding RBI’s proposed digital fraud compensation
framework:

* The maximum compensation amount is X25,000.

* The scheme applies only if the fraud loss does not exceed X50,000.

e Customers can claim compensation multiple times for different fraud incidents.
* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* (a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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