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“Education is
not the stuffing
of ideas into the
mind, but the

ignition of
courage to think
independently.”
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EC tells SC it has duty to weed out foreigners

Poll body defends SIR in the Supreme Court,
insists it has power to verify citizenship status

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Election Com-
T mission of India
(EC) began its de-

fence of the ongoing spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls before the
Supreme Court on Tues-
day by dismissing claims
that it is conducting a “pa-
rallel” National Register of
Citizens (NRC) as sheer
“rhetoric”.

The poll body main-
tained that it has the “con-
stitutional power, even a
constitutional duty” to en-
sure that not a single fo-
reigner, as far as possible,
occupies space in the na-
tion’s electoral rolls.

The SIR kicked off in Bi-
har last year and expanded
to cover 12 more States and
Union Territories in the on-
going second phase.

“We have a constitution-
al duty, and not just a con-
stitutional power, to en-

sure no foreigners are
there on the electoral rolls.
It is not important how ma-
ny foreigners are found... It
was repeatedly asked of us
to show how many foreign-
ers were found in Bihar,
but that is not important.
Even if there was one fo-
reigner, he had to be ex-
cluded. We are not con-
cerned with the rhetoric of
the political parties. They
may be right or wrong. As
the Election Commission,
it is our constitutional duty
to ensure there are no fo-
reign voters as far as possi-
ble,” senior advocate Ra-
kesh Dwivedi, appearing
for the EC, clarified before
a Bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant.

Faulty comparison

Mr. Dwivedi said the com-
parison of the SIR with the
NRC was devoid of truth.
The EC differentiated bet-
ween the NRC conducted
in Assam and the “special

EC stresses that NRC register includes all citizens;
the electoral rolls only consider those above 18

We are not
concerned

with the rhetoric of the

political parties.... it is

our constitutional duty to

ensure there are no
foreign voters as far
as possible

RAKESH DWIVEDI

Senior advocate for the
Election Commission

revision” of electoral rolls
underway in the State.

“The NRC register in-
cludes all the people, all ci-
tizens, whereas, in electo-
ral rolls it is citizens who
are above 18 years of age.
Less than that they are not
in the electoral roll. A per-
son of unsound mind is ex-
cluded from the electoral
roll, but is part of the NRC.
Preparation of the electo-
ral roll is not a parallel NRC
on the face of it,” Mr. Dwi-
vedi contended.

The senior counsel ar-
gued that it was for the
Centre to issue a ‘national
identity card’ and maintain
a ‘National Register of In-
dian Citizens’ and, for that
purpose, establish a Na-
tional Registration Authori-
ty under Section 14A of the
Citizenship Act, 1955. On
the other hand, the EC
drew its power to verify ci-
tizenship for the “prepara-
tion of the electoral rolls”
under Article 324 of the
Constitution. Mr. Dwivedi

2.89 crore voters
deleted in U.P.

NEW DELHI/LUCKNOW

The Election Commission on
Tuesday published the draft
rolls for Uttar Pradesh under
the special intensive revision
with 2.89 crore names deleted,
the highest for any State or
Union Territory where SIR has
been held so far. » PAGE 5

said the Constitution was
“citizen-centric”, which
meant ‘citizenship’ was a
central theme.

“All the important func-
tionaries of the three or-
gans of governance have to
be citizens of India, be it
the President, Vice-Presi-
dent, MPs, MLAs, or judges
of the constitutional
courts. One of the condi-
tions is that they be citi-
zens... No person is eligible
to participate in the electo-
ral process unless he is a ci-

tizen,” Mr. Dwivedi said.

Citizenship status
He noted how citizenship
had played a prime part in
the struggle for nation-
hood. The Government of
India Act, 1935, had al-
lowed a separate electorate
for Europeans, leading to
an objection raised in the
Constituent Assembly.
“From the aforesaid, it
is evident that from its in-
ception, the Constituent
Assembly intended that
authorities responsible for
preparation of electoral
rolls would enquire into ci-
tizenship and exclude
those who were not citi-
zens from the electoral
rolls of constituencies. La-
ter, the EC was vested with
plenary powers with res-
pect to superintendence,
direction, and control over
all elections, as well as the
power to verify the status
of citizenship under Article
324 read with Article 326

Counsel for the EC says the Constitution is
citizen-centric; the central theme is citizenship

(adult suffrage),” Mr. Dwi-
vedi submitted for the poll
body.

Even the power of Par-
liament under Article 327
to frame election laws was
“subject to provisions of
the Constitution”, Mr. Dwi-
vedi said, adding that this
means that “the legislative
powers of Parliament en-
visaged under Article 327
are subject to Articles 324
and 326.”

Citizenship Act
Addressing the petitioners’
submission that citizen-
ship was exclusively the
domain of the Union go-
vernment, the EC counsel
pointed to Section 9(2) of
the Citizenship Act. “The
Central government has
exclusive jurisdiction only
with termination of citizen-
ship on account of volun-
tary acquisition of foreign
citizenship under this pro-
vision,” Mr. Dwivedi
submitted.



&l Core Issue [ Hd HeT

English: The Election Commission of India (ECI) told the Supreme Court that it has a constitutional

L
duty to ensure no foreigner is on electoral rolls.

o f&S}: gATa 3manT (ECI) 3 Ioite B B! gar fos wagrar gt A fagferal &) gern 3ad! ddenfis wda |

& Special Intensive Revision (SIR) / fa2ls g gARigor
e English: SIR is a regular electoral exercise, not a parallel NRC.
o &t SIR T =T gATA Ufthan 8, I8 NRC &1 MR T 8t &l
e English: Started in Bihar and extended to 12 States/UTs.
o f&dt: gzamd fagr A g8 3k 33 12 T[dg anffa ugeit ad ggrm T

EC vs NRC Clarification / NRC & 3idR
» English: NRC includes all citizens, while electoral rolls include citizens above 18 years only.

o &3 NRC A it AmTiiep, STafds wdarar et & 18 af A aiferep 3y & AT onfict 81 &

e English: Exclusion from electoral rolls # loss of citizenship.

o &3l Hagrar ot A 9 geAT £ ARG AT THT g7l



& Constitutional Basis | ddenfde 3meR
e English: EC derives powers from Article 324, subject to Articles 326 & 327.
o fE3Y: TATa AT B AfeTaT T edg 324 A 37Tdt &, 3 3G 326 T 327 & A &l

e English: Constitution is citizen-centric; voting is tied to citizenship + age.

o & dfdem AiRe-PBiad &; AdeH &I AfIBR ANTREGdT + 31 3 ST 2

& UP Draft Rolls Data / 37R W2l seT
e English: 2.89 crore names deleted in UP draft rolls during SIR.

o f&dl: SIR & SR Jut &t gToe Jait & 2.89 &g AH g2 Y|

L Citizenship Act Reference [ ATTRa&dr sifeifaad

English: Termination of citizenship lies with the Union Government under Section 9(2) of the

Citizenship Act, 1955.
o &<} Amiapar 3ifeifam, 1955 @t €RT 9(2) & d&d ANTREGAT THT B BT AfEBR g TIBR & U &l



Aspect

Constitutional Article

Voting Right

Election Laws

NRC Authority

Electoral Roll Prep

Mental Unsoundness

Key Facts (English)

Article 324 —
Superintendence of elections

Article 326 — Adult suffrage
Article 327 — Parliament’s

power

Citizenship Act, 1955 (Sec.
14A)

Citizenship verification
allowed

Excluded from rolls, not NRC

Wh o} oPReS

2 B 324 - FRHET B

Q T
AS AN

RBEE 326 — GBS AIW
YsledPR Sdt]

R8T 327 -k e o>

USRS 5T LARISIRT, 1955
STEE 14A)

TeoTeT GG TIUSEE o1 o,
TR

~

@ie BEOR, NRC &SURT



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPPSC PCS

SSC CGL

Bank PO (IBPS)

Railway NTPC

Year & Date

2018

2016

2021

2019

2020

2021

Question (Summary)

Which Article deals with
powers of Election
Commission?

Adult suffrage is provided
under which Article?

Who has power to frame
election laws?
Minimum age to be a

voter in India

Authority to decide
termination of citizenship

NRC is governed under
which Act?

Answer

Article 324

Article 326

Parliament (Art. 327)

18 years

Union Government

Citizenship Act, 1955



Aspect [ Theme

Full Form

Authority

Constitutional Basis

Legal Framework

Nature

Objective (Core)

Key Purpose

Age Criterion

Key Points (English)

SIR = Special Intensive Revision of
Electoral Rolls

Conducted by Election Commission of

Article 324 (Superintendence,
direction & control of elections)

Representation of the People Act,
1950; Registration of Electors Rules,
1960

Administrative & periodic exercise

Ensure accurate, updated, error-free
electoral rolls

Remove ineligible names (death, shift,
duplicate, non-citizen, underage) and
add eligible voters

Only citizens =18 years can be on rolls

& fdq ()

SIR = fa2y g9 gadtaon

VR4 fAafaa 3maT gry

3wg 324

stAvfafafera sifeifdaw, 1950; fAafas fFam,
1960

worAfae Td 3imafeies ufchar

&, 3rerad, FfeAed Aagar gat

3T 916 ST I AN HdgIdT SilsT

Hadd 18+ WRAT ANTReG



Citizenship Link

SIR vs NRC

Trigger for SIR

Types of Revision

When SIR is Used

Verification Method

Officials Involved

Public Participation

Transparency

Deletion Grounds

Unsound Mind Clause

Appeal Mechanism

Voting requires citizenship, but SIR =
NRC

NRC: all citizens; SIR: only voters (18+).

SIR does not determine citizenship

Large migration, delimitation, time gap
since last intensive revision

1) Intensive 2) Summary 3) Special
Summary 4) Special Intensive

When major corrections are needed

Door-to-door verification, BLO
verification, claims & objections

ERO, AERO, BLO, DEO under EC
supervision

Citizens can file claims & objections

Draft rolls published; objections invited

Death, migration, duplication, non-
citizen, unsound mind

Excluded from rolls but not from NRC

Appeal to District Magistrate/Chief
Electoral Officer

HAGH & ANTRadT 3T1add, U3 SIR = NRC

NRC: 3t Amf¥as; SIR: dbad wagar

4 YBR

514 @IS JYUR AP g

ER-ER 31494, BLO

ERO, AERO, BLO, DEO

2 g 3mafaar gt
gIve It AdAfd

e, JaEA, Qg R-Aamiias

et A g2, NRC 3 &

T & @razen



* Which statement is correct? <
* NRC includes only voters

above 18 years. O

* Electoral rolls include only

citizens above 18 years.

* Correct option:
a) 1 only

b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None



India turned to Trump aide’s firm during standoft with Pak.'

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The Indian Embassy in
Washington made four out-
reach requests, including
three to White House offi-
cials and one to the U.S.
trade representative on
May 10, 2025, the day a
ceasefire between India
and Pakistan following Op-
eration Sindoor was an-
nounced. It approached
White House Chief of Staff
Susie Wiles, U.S. Trade Re-
presentative Jamieson
Greer, Ricky Gill of the Na-
tional Security Council,
and Director of Communi-
cations Steven Cheung to
discuss “media coverage”
of the conflict, says a filing
by U.S. lobby firm SHW
LLC with the Department
of Justice (DoJ). While the
cH

filing, made in December
2025 on the DoJ’s Foreign
Agent Registration Act
website listing 60 entries,
does not divulge whether
the calls were made before
or after the ceasefire, it in-
dicates close interaction on
the day.

Filings made by firms
contracted by the Pakistan
government also showed a
flurry of activity by Islama-
bad to drum up support
during the conflict, and a
New York Times investiga-
tion in November 2024
showed how the country
spent “millions” in trying
to “win Mr. Trump over”.

The Narendra Modi go-
vernment has repeatedly
denied that the U.S. played
any role in mediating the
ceasefire, despite several
claims by U.S. President

Private diplomacy

The filings under U.S. Foreign Agent Registration Act by lobby
firm SHW LLC marks India as the only client

» Filingsshow = Half of the

60 entries entries related to
from April 24, lobbying work on
2025, detailing | India-U.S. trade
requests from discussions

the Indian N T T
Embassy » Filings show, for

= Total four re-
quests for calls
made on day of
the Indo-Pak.
ceasefire

the first time, a
lobby firm asking
to schedule meet-
ings for External
Affairs Minister
and other officials

Close allies: U.S. President
Donald Trump with Jason
Miller, Principal of SHW LLC.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Donald Trump, and Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio’s
decision to recognise Mr.
Gill for the ‘role’ he played.
The External Affairs Minis-
try has denied Mr. Trump’s
contention that he had
threatened to stop trade if
the conflict was not ended,

and the call made to Mr.
Greer is particularly signifi-
cant for that reason.
Responding to ques-
tions from The Hindu, the
Indian Embassy did not de-
ny the filings but only said
that hiring lobbyists was a
“standard practice” in or-

der to “augment out-
reach”. “The Indian Em-
bassy has hired such firms,
consistent with local prac-
tice and requirements, un-
der successive govern-
ments since the 1950s,” the
Embassy  spokesperson
said, but did not respond
to specific questions on
why the firms had been
asked to fix meetings or
calls with senior U.S. offi-
cials on May 10.

‘A first for India’

The practice for India is a
first, say former and cur-
rent Ministry officials, sug-
gesting that the use of a
former spokesperson of
Mr. Trump, Jason Miller,
who is listed as the princi-
pal of SHW LLC, may have
been due to the more
“transactional” nature of

the Trump administration.

The U.S. lobby firm’s fil-
ings raised eyebrows
amongst diplomats in Del-
hi as the firm claimed that
it set up meetings for sever-
al Indian officials - from
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar to Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri, De-
puty National Security Ad-
visor Pavan Kapoor and
Indian Ambassador Vinay
Kwatra — with top U.S. offi-
cials over the past year. On
June 23, days before Mr.
Jaishankar’s visit to Wash-
ington to attend the Quad
Foreign Ministers’ meet-
ing, SHW says, it sent
emails requesting meet-
ings for the Minister with
U.S. Vice-President ].D.
Vance, Secretary of War
Pete Hegseth and CIA Chief
John Ratcliffe.



& What happened? | =1 §311?
e English: During the India—Pakistan standoff following Operation Sindoor, the Indian Embassy in
Washington sought help from a U.S. lobby firm linked to a former Trump aide.
o f&dH: 3ifeM QR & 91¢ HRA-UTes d-1d & GRM difiTe f&id WRA garar 3 §u & gd Igant 3 gt
3MRHI dldl BH 6 AT |

@ Timing & Outreach [ T9¥ 31k dudH
e English: On May 10, 2025 (the day the ceasefire was announced), four outreach requests were
made—three to White House officials and one to the U.S. Trade Representative.

o f&<: 10 7 2025 (Fgfa™ &t ENUN BT &) B IR Tuh TI BT Te—dlq @T15e 839 AfHhiRay J 3R
T MRS AR ufafafer 31

&) Who was contacted? | fds-a Tuhs fdam mam?
English: Contacts included Susie Wiles (White House Chief of Staff), Jamieson Greer (USTR),

Ricky Gill (NSC) and Steven Cheung (Director of Communications).
o f&dt: Jud | Y3t arsew, AT U, Rab! fite 3tk Taa =i enfie 2



& Legal Trail: FARA filings | BTt Repis
English: Filings under the U.S. Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA) by SHW LLC list India as the

only client; about 60 entries (from April 24, 2025) detail embassy requests.
o f&dt: JuT WA Taied ASRE2M Tae (FARA) & d&d SHW LLC &l BIgfaT § WRd &1 THHTA ddlee darl
TT; 24 31%e 2025 d @I 60 Hfafsear g3 &

& Nature of work [ TH T ™I
English: Roughly half the entries relate to India-U.S. trade discussions; for the first time, a lobby

firm sought to schedule meetings for India’s External Affairs Minister and senior officials.
o f&<t: @ 3nelt wfafsear vRa-3MReT AR araisi I S[gt €; uge ar fast @il BH A fager /g aRss
HfEBIRAT &b foig doah! &6l @raren 6t

0 India’s position | HRd &1 33
English: India reiterated that the U.S. did not mediate the ceasefire; hiring lobbyists was termed

“standard practice” to augment outreach, consistent since the 1950s.

o &t WA A e fos ggfarm & 3Rt ot HeaRerar 48! off; difde I[AT 1950 & GId | ait 31T &l
T Ufghar” ST 17|



Context & controversy | IR 3iR faarg

o English: Parallel filings showed Pakistan’s lobbying surge. A prior New York Times investigation
(Nov 2024) noted Islamabad's efforts to court U.S. leadership.

o fEdt: Tre-are urfdsear &bt @ifa nfafaferar vt fGat; —gaid g (Adear 2024) A Bt BRI BT Iemd
fapa e

&) Key personalities | W ATH

e English: The firm's principal is Jason Miller, a former aide to Donald Trump; references also arose to

o f&3dt: B & WiE 31a Aok —3Tes gu & gd Jgant; 3midt Hifd T 7 Are! Sfaat &1 W 3coie 3mam|




Theme English Fact e o%

FARA (1938) mandates
Law disclosure of foreign lobbying FARA (1938)3bicre TEHH

In the U.S. 36 VAART ST

Track-1l / private diplomacy
Diplomacy Tool complements official
channels

B bS5 SF P
SHR SHEE GFTHHEE AL

Lobbying often aligns with TR ST G [l

Trade Angle 2

trade access & marketrules  FSEUPSIREHS
Ceasefire Claim Indlq d_enles third-party Tk Feedlde e W fed &

mediation OS]

Indian embassies have used _ _
Precedent frms since 19508 1950 33°¢S ETge s



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-11)

SSC CGL
IBPS PO

Railways NTPC

Year

2014

2017

2020

2021

2022

Question Theme

(Summary)

Track-Il diplomacy refers
to?

India—U.S. relations:
stakeholders & tools

Meaning of lobbying

Role of USTR

Ceasefire meaning

Answer

Informal/non-official
diplomacy

Strategic + diplomatic
instruments

Influencing policy
decisions

U.S. trade negotiations

Formal stoppage of
hostilities




* Which of the following best describes Track-1l diplomacy?
a) Military negotiations

b) Official treaty talks

c) Informal engagement by non-official actors

d) Parliamentary exchanges



Madras HC upholds
order to light lamp at
Madurai stone pillar

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAT

A Division Bench of the Ma-
dras High Court on Tues:
day upheld an earlier sin-
gle-judge order directing
the Subramaniya Swamy
Temple ment o
light the Karthigai Deepam
at a stone pillar, identified
as the deepathoon, atop

rankuncdram Hill

Thiruppal
in Madural of Tamil Nadu,

criticised the State govern-
ment for citing its appre-
hension of law and order
issues and public peace as
a reason for not complying
with the earlier order of
Justice G.R. Swaminathan.

Imaginary ghost’

“It is ridicdonss and hard to
believe the fear of the
mighty State that by allow-
Ing representatives of the
Devasthanam {temple
management] to light the
tamp at the stone pillar
near top of the hill located
within its territory of De-
vasthanam land, on a par-
ticular day in a year, will
cause disturbance to pu-
blic peace. Of course, It
may happen only if such
disturbance is sponsored
by the State itself. We pray
no State should stoop to
that level to achieve their

o act as though such a
congregation will disturb
the peace or cause stam-

Itis

ridicubous
and hard 1o beliwe
the fear of the mighty
State tha alkowing
representatives of
the Devasthanam o
light the vp.. will
case disturbance 1o
public peace

MADRAS HIGH COURT
(MADURAIL KNU?

B dag

pedes  or  disharmony

sake and to put one com-
munity against another
community under suspi-
cion and constant mis-
trust. By allowing a few
persons from Devastha-
nam to the pillar for light-
ing the lamp and keeping
the devotees stay at the
foothill and worship is not
an unmanageable task,”
the judges sald.

They said no member of
the public should be al-
lowed to accompany the
team from the Devastha-
nam, whose size is 1o be
decided in consultation
with the police and the Ar-
chaeological Society of In-
dia. The District Collector
is to co-ordinate and super-
vise the event, the court
said.



i) What did the Court decide? | maTaa &1 fAofa
» English: A Division Bench of the Madras High Court (Madurai Bench) upheld a single-judge order
allowing the lighting of the Karthigai Deepam at a stone pillar (deepasthoon) on
Thirupparankundram Hill, Madurai.
o & g eédié (gl Wts) A firsuRdezn ugTet wR fRera dhuwei (TR & FW) W Bifd g <tun ST &
TSR B! GIHIR AT

) Temple & Location / #fez 3ilk Tem

» English: The event concerns the Subramania Swamy Temple at Thirupparankundram Hill.

o & a8 A oo Wit HiSR, frsurd e uaret (Agl) & Hdfta 21

&) 'Imaginary ghost’ argument rejected | ‘&Teafdd Wa' RS
« English: The Court dismissed the State's apprehension of law-and-order disturbance as an

“imaginary ghost”, holding that such fears are unfounded.

o &S T PR & BrA-aze @8 & 2 B NG 7 “BIedfad Ha" BB JTRS (BT

\LJ State’s plan & judicial criticism | 3754 &t AT T TATAT

« English: Though the State plans to challenge the order in the Supreme Court, the Bench criticised
the government for using speculative public-order concerns to avoid compliance.

o T2 T5a TR A GHitw B¢ | FAtdl 33 6t ard Bel, Afdsa o 7 ATl & YR WR 3Nder F 7R Y
AT BT



* Conditions to ensure harmony / CoF P ¢
gugge Al

* English: Only a few temple representatives may go
to the pillar to light the lamp; devotees remain at
the foothill. Coordination and supervision lie with
the District Collector, in consultation with police and
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).

* F¥e: <oc fﬂwwgwm Ue
I3H5 hy W&‘-iﬁgiﬁ:‘r’a &FIg T ASI
S5 cio S TS UTERE SE




Theme

Freedom of Religion

State & Temples (TN)

Public Order

Heritage Sites

Judicial Review

English Fact e o

R

Arts 25-28 protect religious practice, | 2 B 25-28% AT MK R "
subject to public order SR Scefied

CRFTSBREHRECE 35 5T el

HR&CE administrati inTN | _
administration common in STATS

State must show credible evidence,
not conjecture

ESTRE SRR S Goed e Ol

Activities coordinated with ASI where
applicable

Courts test proportionality & YHERIAT 2 REPPS od/cIdcl od
reasonableness tHle SO0

FEE e FERTASIGEITSH$ S



Exam
UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-
)

TNPSC

SSC CGL

Railway NTPC

Year

2018

2016

2020

2019

2021

Theme (Summary)

Articles linked to
freedom of religion

State control vs
religious freedom

HR&CE role in temple
administration

Meaning of ‘public
order’

ASI’'s mandate

Answer
Arts 25-28

Balance via public
order

State oversight

Order & tranquility

Protection of
monuments



* The Madras High Court upheld lighting of Karthigai Deepam by
rejecting which argument of the State?

a) Heritage damage

b) Financial burden

c) Public order disturbance

d) Environmental harm
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& Trigger Event | YHZ Tl
e English: With ~200 American troops entering Caracas, the Trump administration’s intervention in

Venezuela and attempt to capture Nicolas Maduro became the most dramatic U.S. action in Latin

America since the 1989 Panama invasion.
o &8l @M 200 3R AFHT & BB A Yd2l & J1, §U VAT BT AT g3 3R fAdbied Arg)
P Uhga BT TITH 1989 & UATHT 3FHUT & d1c eifed 3Rt A Ja3 921 3mfieh) sogd |1 T

& International Law & Global Response [ 3idRTsgHI b1 d Ufdfssar

e English: Allies and adversaries condemned the move as a clear violation of international law.

o &3} TR T faRIfEIN A 5 IARTE BIA BT T Iewa— garT|

&) Strategic Objective / FuTHIfdd 322T

English: Experts argue the move aimed to reassert the Monroe Doctrine, restore U.S. hegemony in

the Americas, and curb China’s growing influence.
o f&3H: fAAF & IR 382 AR fAgid B : @I &A1, 3MRbt Mcd d&Td AT, 3R i & ded Ta
DI BH BT AT



&J Arms Imports Shift | gfelRIR 3mard 7 agama
» English: Venezuela relied on the U.S. for weapons till 1995; since the mid-2000s, China has

emerged as a key arms supplier.
o fEdt: 1995 a@& AA3Tat gfari & faw smfkeT v fAniR ar; Hea-2000s & a1 @i U 3mgfdddi 941l

» English: Since 2014, China has accounted for ~46% of Venezuela's arms imports.
o f&dt: 2014 A, 97 &1 &= N 46% &I

LJ Trade & Oil Dependence | AR T dd ffar
« English: Though direct crude data is limited, mineral export proxies show China's share rising from
<1% (early 2000s) to ~28% (2018); by mid-2025, almost all Venezuelan oil exports reportedly

went to China.

o & ucrer e de Se1 Hifia 8 R @fst fAafa ddbas gard & & o &1 &1 <1% (2000s & F3Ta)
A ~28% (2018) A Ygdl; HEA-2025 A @I R dd iH &1 77|

LJ Imports Pivot / 3T Iidl & ulRad=
» English: In 2023, the U.S. supplied ~25% of Venezuela's imports, while China ~33%; the U.S. share

has halved over two decades.

- &3t 2023 A 3MARBT ~25%, Tafds T ~33% HTATd BT H1d; 31 GorD! A IARB! FFT @I e g3



& China's Investment & Aid / @i &1 fAder T GgrIdr
e English: China invested >$300 billion (2001-2023) in Latin America; >$106 billion (over one-third)

went to Venezuela, making it the largest recipient.

o f&dt: 9197 2001-2023 # wifc 3mMReT A >$300 3R [Ader fasar; 397 I >$106 3R dACAT HI—sd
Jd3 ST T d b di 917!

e English: Venezuela is the 4th-largest recipient of Chinese aid globally; 170+ projects, largely

loans, with ~26% in energy/mining.

o &t AA5QeT 9 &Y dfedss TgrIdT &1 dter Tad g1 aimTedT; 170+ uRR&lsHng, sifddar o1, 59 ~26%
ol [EAT 11



Dimension

Doctrine

Arms Data Source

Oil Reserves

Financing Mode

Sectors

Data / Fact (English)

Monroe Doctrine (1823):
U.S. primacy in Western
Hemisphere

SIPRI tracks arms transfers

Venezuela has world’s
largest proven crude
reserves

Chinese funds largely
loans

Energy, mining dominate

URRIEET 3555 SIPRI

BREH T TG BC 3d

AN S JA

G 0% 0T STEBL &
ISl

6o R W AT Y

7o & SY 5%E



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

UPSC CSE Mains
(GS-1I)

UPSC CSE Mains
(GS-111)

SSC CGL

IBPS PO

Railway NTPC

Year

2013

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

Theme (Summary)

Monroe Doctrine
relates to which
region?

China’s role in Latin
America

Energy geopolitics

SIPRI’s work
Crude oil reserves
leader

Meaning of
hegemony

Answer

Americas

Investment &
Influence

Oil dependence

Arms transfer
database

Venezuela

Dominant influence



* The primary geopolitical objective of the U.S. action in
Venezuela (as per analysts) was to:

a) Expand NATO

b) Reassert Monroe Doctrine and reduce China’s influence
c) Secure UN mandate

d) Control OPEC



The Chinese factor

Rising influence: China’s President
Xi Jinping with Venezeula’s President
Nicolas Maduro in 2023. REUTERS

Chart 2: Countrywise share of
weapon imports by Venezuela in
the 2014-2023 period put together.
Figuresin %
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| Since 2014, China has accounted for 47%
of all arms imports by Venezuela

i

Data were sourced from Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI), Harvard Growth Lab and AidData.org

Chart 1: Countrywise share of weapon imports by Venezuela in the 1950-2023 period.
Figuresin %
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® Since the mid-2000s, China has
consistently emerged as one of its key
partners for weapons imports

2023

® Venezuela relied heavily on the U.S. for
weapons till 1995 before diversifying largely
to players like Germany and Russia

Chart 3: Countrywise share (in %) of Venezuela’s mineral exports. As direct crude oil
data was unavailable, this analysis relies on mineral export.

Only major partners were considered
100 © = —

China’s share rose
again after the
Y pandemic

50
China formed less than 1% of
Venezuela’s mineral exports
in the early 2000s but reached United States
a peak of 28% by 2018
0
2000 2012 2023




Chart 4: Countrywise share (in %) of imports by Venezuela. China
has also surpassed the U.S. as the primary source of imports
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Chart 5: China’s investments (loans/grants/aid) in the Latin
American countries in the 2001-2023 period. Figures in $ billion
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What are biomaterials and
how do they work?

How can indigenous biomaterials reduce dependence on fossil-based imports?

Shambhavi Naik

The story so far:
s countries look to shift to
cleaner processes to
manufacture consumer
products, be it plastics or
textiles, biomaterials will become the new
frontier of materials engineering.

What are biomaterials?

Biomaterials are materials derived wholly
or partly from biological sources, or
engineered using biological processes,
that are designed to replace or interact
with conventional materials. They are
increasingly used across sectors such as
packaging, textiles, construction, and
healthcare. Biomaterials can be broadly
categorised into three types: drop-in
biomaterials, which are chemically
identical to petroleum-based materials
and can be used in existing
manufacturing systems (such as bio-PET);
drop-out biomaterials, which are
chemically different and require new
processing or end-of-life systems (such as

K »

polylactic acid or PLA); and novel
biomaterials, which offer new properties
not found in conventional materials, such
as self-healing materials, bioactive
implants, and advanced composites.

Why does India need biomaterials?
For India, biomaterials address multiple
goals, including environmental
sustainability, industrial growth, revenue
generation, and supporting farmer
livelihoods through a single pathway.
Indigenous biomaterials
biomanufacturing can reduce India’s
heavy dependence on fossil-based
imports for plastics, chemicals, and
materials. It would also enable diversified
value for agricultural feedstocks and
residues, offering farmers new income
streams beyond food markets. As global
regulations and consumer preferences
shift toward low-carbon and circular
products, biomaterials position the Indian
industry to remain competitive in export
markets. Biomaterials also support
domestic policy goals around waste
reduction, such as the ban on single-use

plastics and climate action goals.

Where does India stand today?

India’s biomaterials sector, spanning
bioplastics, biopolymers, and bio-derived
materials, is rapidly emerging as a
strategic industrial and sustainability
opportunity, with the bioplastics market
alone valued at around $500 million in
2024 and forecast to grow strongly
through the decade. Balrampur Chini
Mills planned PLA plant investment in
Uttar Pradesh is one of the biggest
investments in India. Domestic innovation
includes startups like Phool.co,
converting temple flower waste into
biomaterials and Praj Industries, who
have their own demonstration-level
bioplastics plant in progress. Although
India has a rich agricultural base, in some
sectors, there is foreign dependence for
the technologies required for the
transformation of feedstocks into
market-ready final products.

What is the way forward?
India has an advantage in building a

biomaterials industry, but some issues
would need to be addressed first. If
feedstocks also do not scale with
increased demand, there could be
feedstock competition with food sources.
Similarly, aggressive agricultural practices
could lead to water stress and soil
deterioration. Further, weak
waste-management and composting
infrastructure could undermine
environmental benefits. Fragmented
policy coordination across agriculture,
environment, and industry may slow
adoption, and failure to move quickly
could leave India dependent on imports
as other countries scale faster.

To capitalise on this sector, policy
actions include scaling biomanufacturing
infrastructure (especially fermentation
and polymerisation capacity), improving
feedstock productivity for crops such as
sugarcane, maize, and agricultural
residues using emerging technologies,
and investing in R&D and standards to
develop both drop-in and novel
biomaterials.

Clear regulatory definitions, labelling
norms, and end-of-life pathways
(recycling or industrial composting) are
essential to build consumer and industry
confidence.

Government procurement, time-bound
incentives under frameworks, and
support for pilot plants and shared
facilities can help de-risk early
investments.

Shambhavi Naik is chairperson,
Takshashila Institution’s Health & Life
Sciences Policy



i What are biomaterials? | SR I T E?

English: Biomaterials are materials derived wholly/partly from biological sources or engineered

using biological processes, designed to replace or interact with conventional materials.

. & aiRacy @ amvt & St gt avg/3niferes wu A Sifae Al @ 9+t €1t & a1 Sifae witsarst @ gsifaar
&Y 3irdt €, 3k yRufie Imftal &1 fasea ga4dl 21

« English: Widely used in packaging, textiles, construction, healthcare.

« &3t d&fem, g, fAwmtor, @red &= & g

& Types of biomaterials [ aRARTT & UHBR

« Drop-in biomaterials
English: Chemically identical to petroleum-based materials; work in existing systems (e.g., bio-

PET).
o f&: Tmafie U A dgifcan-sneniRa stat; Hisier fGwen ® 39aT (314 bio-PET)|

« Drop-out biomaterials
English: Chemically different; need new processing/end-of-life systems (e.g., PLA - polylactic

acid).

o &3 Iarafie U A 316, 9¢ NRARFT/[AueH f&Gkn 6 s75d (313 PLA) |

« Novel/advanced biomaterials
« English: New properties—self-healing materials, bioactive implants, advanced composites.

o &t 7¢ qur—a-wwa I, i seeie, 3-1d dulfsie!



&) Why does India need biomaterials? | YRd @\ Rif 3163d &7
e English: Meet goals of environmental sustainability, industrial growth, revenue generation, and
farmer livelihoods.
fgdt: yafaruita ferar, siteifie faer, Js, 3R faam) &) sm|
English: Reduce dependence on fossil-based imports (plastics, chemicals, materials).
f&<l: wifda-3nenf¥a smard fiar &7 &A1
English: Align with circular economy, export competitiveness, and single-use plastic bans.

f&<t: ufRuz srefarazen, Aafd ufdzae, 3k f@Ta-ga1 Wil s ufd«e|

&J How do biomaterials reduce fossil imports? | Bifdd 3R—ITd ba e 82

e English: Use agri-feedstocks and residues - domestic value addition = less crude-linked inputs.
o &3t BiY Blseia/3m@AT BT YA > W] dI-TEM > Fa dd R fdar Al

e English: Create new income streams for farmers beyond food markets.

o fgct: fooam & feT Tme IR A 3 31T & ATT3|



&) Where does India stand today? | WRRd 31151 &l TS &7

« English: Biomaterials sector (bioplastics, biopolymers, bio-derived materials) is rapidly emerging;
bioplastics market ~US$500 million in 2024, strong growth expected.

o & aaiiRae &7 a5t @ IR T, TR 9ETR ~US$500 fafdae (2024) 1

« English: Major investments like Balrampur Chini Mills’ PLA plant in Uttar Pradesh.

o & aermqR 9+t fAey &1 gut  PLA @i

» English: Startups such as Phool.co (temple-flower waste to biomaterials) and Praj Industries with
demo plants.

« f&d: Phool.co (Ffez-Fa 3raferse & ariiefiae) ik wist ge%iist &) uga|

« English: Some technology dependence remains for scale-up.

f&dh: a3 dWR W B adsHtd! fvizar a4t g3 21

L Challenges | gAifaar

« English: Feedstock scaling vs food competition; water stress/soil degradation from aggressive
farming.
f&dt: Bleweia fawar gam @ ufawaef; sia-ga1 gama|
English: Weak waste-management & composting infrastructure; fragmented policy coordination.
fgat: BHSIR HuR YauA/EmifET; Fifd Iu-aa & wHt|
English: Risk of continued import dependence if adoption is slow.

f&ct: eitvt 3rga™ F 3mara fandzar &1 sifaq|



& Way forward / 31T &1 IRdT
e English: Scale biomanufacturing infrastructure (fermentation, polymerisation).
o &St arat-A_yhaaiR sadar &1 fadr|
e English: Boost feedstock productivity (sugarcane, maize, agri-residues) using new tech.
f&<t: =1, HapT, B 3aAT &b IAGHAT T
English: Invest in R&D, standards, clear labelling & end-of-life pathways (recycling/industrial

composting).
fgcl: R&D, HIF®, TE Ndfci’ d Sitad-3id fAueH|
English: Government procurement, time-bound incentives, pilot plants & shared facilities.

f&dl: PR WG, THAEG W+, URIFC Wiic T JTei Jfaemd |
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Venezuelan Parliament swears in
Rodriguez as interim President

Former V-P takes the oath in National Assembly, expressing willingness to cooperate with Washington while condemning

Maduro’s capture; Machado denounces Rodriguez as corrupt and illegitimate, vowing to return and win future elections

Agence France-Presse
CARACAS

enezuela’s Parlia-
‘/ ment swore in Del-
cy Rodriguez as in-

terim  President on
Monday, two days after
U.S. forces seized her pre-
decessor Nicolas Maduro
to face trial in New York.

Ms. Rodriguez, who has
indicated she will cooper-
ate with Washington, took
the oath of office during a
ceremony in the National
Assembly, telling lawmak-
ers she was doing so “in
the name of all
Venezuelans”.

She said she was “in
pain over the kidnapping
of our heroes, the hostages

Taking charge: Delcy Rodriguez takes the oath during a session of
the National Assembly in Caracas on Monday. AFP

in the United States,” refer-
ring to Mr. Maduro and his
wife Cilia Flores, who face
drugs charges in New York
with other Venezuelan
officials.

Parliament denounced
the capture of leftist leader
Maduro while vowing sup-
port for his stand-in Ms.
Rodriguez after the U.S.
military  attack  that

shocked Caracas and the
world.

Outside the legislature,
thousands of Venezuelans
gathered to demand the re-
lease of their leader, chant-
ing: “Maduro, hold on: Ve-
nezuela is rising!”

Inside, meanwhile,
members of the National
Assembly offered their full
backing to Ms. Rodriguez -
who had been Mr. Madu-
ro’s Vice President — and
reelected her brother Jorge
Rodriguez as Parliament
Speaker.

Elsewhere, Opposition
leader Maria Corina Ma-
chado slammed Ms. Rodri-
guez, saying she was “re-
jected” by the Venezuelan
people and calling her

“one of the main architects
of torture, persecution,
corruption,
narcotrafficking”.

Speaking from an undis-
closed location to Fox News
in her first public com-
ments since the weekend,
Ms. Machado added that
she plans to return to Vene-
zuela “as soon as
possible”.

“In free and fair elec-
tions, we will win by over
90% of the votes, I have no
doubt about it,” Ms. Ma-
chado said.

Mr. Trump, however,
has downplayed the possi-
bility of Machado coming
to power, saying she did
not not command the "res-
pect” to run the country.




& What happened? [ <=1 3112
e English: Venezuela's National Assembly swore in Delcy Rodriguez as Interim President, days after

o &3l AR B AMdt Al A St AfFiiaT b sialRy Isgufd & FU A 2raey G, Tg wgH gd Isgufd
fAptad AT b1 3R] geil gRT IRWART & d1g 35T 7T

& Who is Delcy Rodriguez? | 2ot Afg0s B 272

English: She is the former Vice-President of Venezuela and expressed willingness to cooperate with

Washington while condemning Maduro's arrest.

o &t 3 AT & gd Imrsgufd & 3k 32 aifeiTe @ TgaT 6§21 S7atg, I & ’IgR) &t fTRuRt Bt
fAer &t

&l Parliamentary stance [ §dg &1 33
English: Parliament denounced Maduro's capture as an illegal foreign intervention and pledged

support to the interim leadership.

o &3l g A AT 6 RUaRT o1 3rder fageit gxaaia gar 3k falRe TReR oY awef= &



&J Public response [ 319 Ufdfssar

o English: Large protests erupted in Caracas, with supporters demanding Maduro’s release.

o fEd: BAHT A 93-HM W U9 g, el HIgR Bl RRerg bt /it &Y 7|

& Opposition reaction [ fauef &\ wfdfssar

English: Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado denounced Rodriguez as corrupt and

illegitimate, vowing to return and win future elections.

o &3l faueft Adr A BRI ATarE) A A &) wee 3R srder garn 3k vidsy & gAma sitaa &1 grar faa|

L International angle [ 3ARTSET 3TATH

English: The crisis deepens Venezuela’'s confrontation with the United States, while raising questions

about sovereignty, regime change, and international law.

o f&dl: g Tabe 3MRBT & AT AT B SHAT BT 3R TTEN BT & dAT HIAT, TaT IRad 3R siarsgia
BT TR U TS BT &



Theme

Political system

Legislature

Interim President

U.S. trials

Protests

English Fact

Venezuela has a
presidential republic

National Assembly is
unicameral

Used during constitutional
crises

Drug & corruption charges
often under U.S. courts

Common in regime-
change crises
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Exam

UPSC CSE Mains
(GS-II)

UPSC CSE Prelims

SSC CGL

Railway NTPC

Year

2018

2020

2021

2022

Question Theme
(Summary)

Foreign intervention &
sovereignty

Presidential form of
government

Meaning of interim
government

Legislature of
Venezuela

Answer

International law

Executive headed by
President

Temporary authority

National Assembly



* he Venezuelan crisis discussed above most directly raises
concerns related to:

a) Monetary policy

b) Environmental governance

c) Sovereignty and foreign intervention

d) Climate change
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Word of the day

Morass:

an unpleasant and complicated situation that is
difficult to escape from

Synonyms: trap, tangle, confusion

Usa g€ The project is stuck in a morass.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/morasspro

International Phonetic
AI nhahet: /maraec/
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