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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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Oil imports from Russia hit 38-month low

Trump has repeatedly claimed India will stop

Russia’s share in India’s crude imports fell to
25% in December 2025 from 34% a month ago

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

he value of India’s
Tcrude oil imports
from Russia felltoa

38-month low of $2.7 bil-
lion in December 2025,
with Russian oil making up
less than a quarter of In-
dia’s imports, down from
34% just a month before,
an analysis of the latest offi-
cial data shows. Oil im-
ports from the U.S., on the
other hand, grew nearly
31% over December 2024.

Over the last week, U.S.
President Donald Trump
and his team have repeat-
edly claimed that India will
stop its purchases of Rus-
sian oil in exchange for the
U.S. cutting tariffs on In-
dian imports from 50% to
18%.

India, however, has
neither confirmed nor de-
nied this specific assertion.
Instead, it has maintained
that it is diversifying its
energy sources “in keeping
with objective market con-
ditions and evolving inter-
national dynamics”.

According to data from
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, India’s Rus-
sian oil imports, at $2.7 bil-
lion in December 2025,
were 15% lower than the
amount imported in De-
cember 2024 and 27.1%
lower than the $3.7 billion
worth of imports in No-
vember 2025.

As a result, Russia’s
share in India’s overall oil
imports fell to 24.9% in De-
cember 2025, the lowest in
three years. In terms of vol-
ume, too, India imported

Drastic fall

India’s imports of Russian oil fell to a

38-month low in December 2025

40 4

= Oil imports from the
U.S. were nearly 31%
24 higher in December

2025 compared with
December 2024

= India diversified
oil imports, sourcing

0 e iyl
April 2022 April 2024

| Jam s e

Dec.2025 from 19 countries

SOURCE: MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

only 5.8 million tonnes of
oil from Russia, the lowest
since February 2025.

India imported $569.3
million worth of oil from
the U.S. in December 2025.
While this was 60.5% lower
than the amount imported

in November 2025, that
was because November
saw oil imports from the
U.S. surging to a seven-
month high. Oil imports
from the U.S. were nearly
31% higher than in Decem-
ber 2024.

Russian imports in exchange for lower tariffs

In volume terms, India
imported 1.1 million tonnes
from the U.S. in December
2025, 58% higher than in
December 2024.

Overall, December 2025
saw India diversifying its
oil imports in a dynamic
manner, sourcing crude oil
from 19 countries, up from
16 countries in December
2024. Among these 19
countries, 10 saw their
shares in India’s crude oil
basket increasing, while
nine saw their shares
falling.

Pricing matters

While Mr. Trump has
claimed that India has
agreed to stop buying Rus-
sian oil and will instead
buy more American and
Venezuelan oil, officials in
the Indian government say

that the economics of this
decision does not yet make
sense.

“The U.S. will export oil
from the Gulf Coast, which
is about 4.5 to five times
farther via ship than Russia
is from India,” a senior go-
vernment official told The
Hindu.

“The distance from Ve-
nezuela is the same. At the
moment, India is getting a
discount from Russia on
the oil it sells. This, plus the
lower shipping distance,
means it is much cheaper
to import from Russia than
from the US. or
Venezuela.”

According to some in-
dustry estimates, the cost
of shipping oil from Vene-
zuela or the U.S. Gulf Coast
could be as high as $4.5 a
barrel, compared to a max-

India imported 1.1 million tonnes from the U.S.
in Dec. 2025, 58% higher than in Dec. 2024

imum of $!1 a barrel from
West Asia. Estimating the
cost of transporting oil
from Russia is difficult as
different companies work
out separate deals with
non-sanctioned entities in
Russia.

The data shows that In-
dian companies paid an av-
erage of $506.7 per tonne
for oil from the U.S., while
they paid $469.4 per tonne
for oil from Russia in De-
cember 2025.

According to a rough
analysis by the State Bank
of India, if India were to en-
tirely switch away from
Russian oil and replace it
with oil from Venezuela,
this choice would be com-
mercially viable if the Ve-
nezuelan crude is bought
at a discount of $10 to $12 a
barrel due to its sourness.



B Top 5 Oil-Importing Countries (2019-2023)

Rank

mb/d = million barrels per day

Country

¥ China

=: United States

== India

#. South Korea

e Japan

2019

10.0 mb/d

9.1 mb/d

5.5 mb/d

3.2 mb/d

4.0 mb/d

2020

9.6 mb/d

7.8 mb/d

5.2 mb/d

3.0 mb/d

3.6 mb/d

2021

11.0 mb/d

8.5 mb/d

5.7 mb/d

3.4 mb/d

3.9 mb/d

2022

11.7 mb/d

8.8 mb/d

6.0 mb/d

3.6 mb/d

4.1 mb/d

2028

12.0 mb/d
9.0 mb/d
6.2 mb/d
3.7 mb/d

3.9 mb/d



Trend
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China remains the largest oil importer.

US import slightly increases post-Covid.

India’s oil imports rising steadily.

South Korea steady due to refining industry.

Japan fluctuates with energy policies.

Explanation

Due to rapid industrialisation and energy demand
growth.

Domestic production (shale) reduces net imports but
still large.

Growing transport sector & limited domestic
production.

Major crude importer and re-exporter (refined
products).

Reduced nuclear output increased oil demand in some
years.



Country 2019 - 2023 Change (%)

CN China +20%
Us United States -1%
IN India +13%
KR South Korea +16%

JP Japan —2%



== India's Crude Oil Imports (Top Importing Origins)

Annual Imports in Million Tonnes (2019-2023)

Year Saudi Arabia
2019 23.0
2020 20.8
2021 225
2022 241
2023 25.0

ul Trend Summary (2019-2023)

Trend Indicator

~/ Fastest Growing Source

ul Largest Supplier

"\ Dip Due to Covid (2020)

? African Sources Rising

Iraq

21.5

201

238

249

25.5

Observation

UAE

124

15

121

13.0

13.7

Nigeria

1.2

10.7

1.0

1.8

12.3

Iraq - fastest growth in import volumes

Saudi Arabia in total tonnage

Imports declined across all sources

Nigeria imports growing due to price competitiveness

Kuwait

9.8

8.9

9.2

10.5

1.0



Topic

Crude Oil Import Dependence

Top 5 Oil Suppliers

Strategic Importance

Refinery Sector

Geopolitical Reliance

Diversification Policy

Explanation (English + E&T

India imports ~80-85% of its oil requirement skl ? €5
&I SH$ 5 oI 5T TUHY GRHSY S I ST

Saudi Arabia, Irag, UAE, Nigeria, Kuwait ¢ cgll 650

Energy security & current account pressure T oH&Eks
o CIThIGIodl 8T © [T

India has large refining capacity — requires crude imports

Middle East remains dominant source @fm T oo
e IS F O

India seeking imports from the US, Russia & African
nations Shkle IXBEIBANT ¢ I R THST SRR i




Supplier
Saudi Arabia
lraqg

UAE

Nigeria

Kuwait

% Change Over 5 Years
+8.7%

+18.6%

+10.5%

+9.8%

+12.2%




1) What happened (core facts)

India’s imports of Russian crude fell to a 38-month low in Dec 2025.

fGHaR 2025 A 9 A B ddl BT AT 38 HEMI &b ~FAdH TR IR 3T 7T

Russia’s share in India’s crude basket fell from ~34% (Nov 2025) to ~25% (Dec 2025).

HRd & P hed de AT A FH &I [ERIGRT ~34% (FdeR 2025) I TR ~25% ([&HaR 2025) €51
Imports from the U.S. rose; India imported ~1.1 million tonnes from the U.S. in Dec 2025, about
58% higher YoY.

IMARBT A AT gaT; fedar 2025 A ~1.1 fAfd== e 3mard, YoY ~58% 3ifeids |

India diversified sourcing to 19 countries (Dec 2025) vs 16 (Dec 2024).

WRd 7 3mgfd 19 geif A 61 (fGHaR 2025), 57 fGHar 2024 716 2|

2) Historical dimension (why this matters over time)

Pre-2022: Russia was not India’s top supplier.

2022 J Ugat $F WRd BT Y 3mgfdasaf 7T am

Post-Feb 2022 (Russia-Ukraine war): Russia offered deep discounts, becoming a major supplier to
India.

BRaRt 2022 & 914 (FH-Ygb Fig) B 7 WRY Be ¢, {573 g8 WRd &1 YA 3MYfdesd! g1l

Dec 2025 fall indicates a rebalancing from the earlier “discount-driven” surge.

fGieR 2025 & fiRrae Ugd &t “Be-3NeTRd” ds1 9gd & d1g A-datan gaifdt g1



3) Geographical / logistics dimension
e Russian crude generally has shorter/cheaper logistics to India than U.S. Gulf Coast routes.

F A YRA db AfSARCH GIJANTd 3THAR TR 3FARBT (T BIe) T BH Ed! 8|
e U.S. supply involves longer sea distance, pushing up freight and time-to-delivery.

IARPT T wet TG G P BROTHIST 3R fEefta’t THT gad &l

4) Economic dimension (prices, inflation, CAD)
e Russian crude stayed cheaper due to discount + lower shipping; U.S. crude cost per tonne was

higher.
& BT ddl Be + PH YR I T, MR b1 fd e Fe 3ifeia |
o If higher-cost imports rise, it can:
Ife HEN 1A 96 al:
e raise the import bill and pressure Current Account Deficit (CAD)
AT feel g7, dTef SATdT T (CAD) UR gd1d
 increase downstream fuel inflation risks
SY-3MeNMRA ERIGIA BT SEH
o Diversification may reduce risk of supply shocks but can raise cost depending on freight/pricing.

fafaeftdmor @ MYfd-gred &1 SUH gedT 8, IR MIS/HHd J ANTd 96 Jdbd! 8



5) Political & diplomatic dimension
e Claims surfaced that India may reduce Russian imports linked to tariff negotiations; India publicly

stresses market-based diversification.
R graf B ghE T F AT TS P <4 31T YR BT 39 dIsTR-3TeRd fafaeieor i 2|
e Core idea: balancing external pressure with strategic autonomy.

T 91d: 91831 Ga1d 37R JTHifdes FrRdT & &t I |

6) Strategic [ energy security dimension
e India is heavily import-dependent (around ~85% crude import dependence), so supplier

diversification is a security tool.
WRd Bl 3TATd-fARaT 1€ (T ~85% ), SATAT 3MYfddral fafaeitesor a1t JRem &1 JreA &l

e Reducing over-reliance on one supplier lowers vulnerability to sanctions, payment issues, or

disruptions.

ot Tas Htd WR fAHRAT ge & ufdder, HiTdH, 1 As-EaRwM &1 SifEH BH|

o Full replacement of Russian crude is difficult unless alternatives offer comparable pricing discounts.

& B Ut fdded BfeA & 31d ddb fddbed T TR 6l BefdHd 7 5|



Consider the following statements:

1. In December 2025, Russia’s share in India’s crude oil imports fell to about one-fourth, the lowest level
in nearly three years.

2. India's crude sourcing became more diversified in December 2025 compared to December 2024.

3. The shift towards higher U.S. crude imports necessarily reduces India’s overall crude import cost

because U.S. shipping routes are shorter than Russia’s.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1Tand 3 only
D.1,2and 3



$120 million pledged to Chabahar port fully paid: govt.

Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

The government on Friday
told Parliament that it has
completely paid up its
commitment of $120 mil-
lion for Chabahar port,
well before the U.S. sanc-
tions waiver runs out in
April 2026.

Iran’s Ambassador to In-
dia, however, said that the
government has not so far
conveyed its plans for the
future of the port, even as
Opposition MP Manish Te-
wari accused the govern-
ment of acting premature-
ly to “opt out” of the port
deal.

The government’s state-
ment, that comes days af-
ter it ended its annual Bud-
get allocation for Chabahar
port, in the annual Budget
for 2026-27, indicates it will
be unable to manage the
port unless the U.S. with-
draws sanctions.

Rather than risk a

CM

drawn-out process later,
the government appears
to have disbursed its total
standing commitment,
made in a 10-year MoU
with Iran, signed in May
2024.

‘Commitment fulfilled’
“India has fulfilled its
commitment of contribut-
ing $120 million for the
procurement of port
equipment,” the Ministry
of External Affairs said in
its response to a query in
the Lok Sabha.

“Pursuant to discus-
sions with the U.S. side,
the [U.S.] issued guidance
extending the conditional
sanctions waiver until 26
April 2026. The Govern-
ment of India remains en-
gaged with all concerned
in order to address the im-
plications of these deve-
lopments,” the MEA said.

The Ministry was reply-
ing to specific questions
from Congress MP Manish

.

In limbo: Centre indicates it will be unable to manage the port
unless the U.S. withdraws sanctions. GETTY IMAGES

Tewari on whether it had
decided to reduce its en-
gagement with the Chaba-
har project and with-
drawn personnel from the
port.

Mr. Tewari accused the
government of “officially
giving up” on plans for the
warm-water port on Iran’s
south-eastern coast,
which India began to de-
velop in 2003.

“India may have acted

prematurely by opting out
of the Chabahar Port pro-
ject that would have been
an important catalyst
even in the re-engagement
with the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan, in addition to
keeping the doors to Cen-
tral Asia open,” Mr. Tewari
told The Hindu, pointing
to U.S.-Iran talks that be-
gan in Oman on Friday.
U.S. President Donald
Trump has threatened

major strikes on Iran in
response to its crackdown
on protesters, but United
States and Iranian officials
met in Oman to try and
avoid an escalation in ten-
sions.

Along with sanctions
that could be implement-
ed over the Chabahar pro-
ject, the U.S. has also
threatened India with 25%
tariffs if it continues to
trade with Iran. Since
20192020, when Mr.
Trump had threatened
sanctions, India has also
“zeroed out” all oil im-
ports from Iran, and has
not restarted them.

Iran awaits move

Iranian Ambassador to In-
dia Mohammad Fathali
told journalists on Friday
that he believes Delhi
would like to try and re-
solve the issue without giv-
ing up its interest in Cha-
bahar. India has been
using the port for access

to Afghanistan, to tran-
sport humanitarian aid
and food supplies.

“We have a good rela-
tion with India in this is-
sue, and we believe that
the Indian government
wants to manage this
[port],” Mr. Fathali said at
a press conference.

“It is up to any country
that wants to use it, partic-
ularly India, to decide [its
plans]. So this question
should be asked to [the In-
dian government]. Until
now, we have no com-
ments from the Indian
side [on this issue],” Mr.
Fathali said, in response to
questions about the go-
vernment’s moves on Cha-
bahar.

He also said that a pos-
sible visit by Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian,
for the BRICS summit in
India later this year, would
be a “good opportunity
for boosting [Iran’s] rela-
tions with India”.
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LOCATION

SIGNIFICANE

Kandla
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CHABAHAR PORT
ARABIAN SEA

CHABAHAR PORT

Chabahar Port is located in the Sistan-Balochistan
province of Iran, on the southeastern coast of the
country, near the border with Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Alternate route to Afghanistan and Central Asia

Access to the Arabian Sea

Key component of India’s connectivity plans in the region
Leverage point for India to compete with China

Iran and US tussle

Delays in the completion of the projects

Lack of proper road and rail connectivity
Competition with other ports in the proximity
Security concerns



BRIDGING THE GAP

Indian presence in Chabahar is expected
Chinese presence in Pakistani port of Gwadar

to offset

© COST CUTTER The port
will be used to ship crude oil
and urea, greatly reducing

India's transportation costs

© AFGHAN CONNECT

A railway line, to be built by
Ircon International, will
connect Chabahar port to
Zahedan on Afghan border

© BIGGER LINK The port
will link to International
North-South Transport Cor-
ridor that will connect India
with Azerbaijan, Turkmeni-
stan and other Central Asian
trading partners




Course of India's Engagement with Chabahar Port

Initiation of
India's

Trilateral i
Involvement India's

Sgresines Altermative China's
Route Strategy Gwadar Port Bilateral

India begins ;
. . : Development Agreement in
engaging with India, Iran, and 2016
Chabahar port Russia sign India seeks
in 2002. agreements for  routes China develops
regional bypassing Gwadar port, India and Iran
cooperation. Pakistan for prompting agree on port India invests in
Afghan access. India's refurbishment roads and
response. and railways for

development. connectivity.



RUN-UP TO THE DEAL

In 2009, India built a 218
km long (@$100m) link
road from Delaram in
western Afghanistan to
Zaranj on the Iran-Afghan

$1trillion of un-

WHY CHABAHAR
IS CRUCIAL

» Sits at mouth of Strait of Hormuz area
» Connects three regions: Central ,
Asia, South Asia and West Asia . —
» Junction of shipping, oil trade routes
» About 100,000 ships sail by yearly

» Region holds two-thirds world oil .
reserves; estimated 17 billion barrels

of crude oil passes this way daily Source: IDSA. Bloomberg Mumbai




{2 Connectivity Corridors

Corridor Role of Chabahar

INSTC (International North—-South Transport Corridor) Links India = Iran - Russia = Europe
India—Afghanistan Trade Route Mumbai - Chabahar - Zaranj - Delaram
Central Asia Corridor India - Iran - Turkmenistan - Uzbekistan

@ Economic Significance

Aspect Details

Trade Cost Reduction Cuts cost & time vs Suez route

Indian Exports Wheat, medicines, machinery

Iran Economy Boosts underdeveloped Sistan-Baluchestan

Regional Trade Hub Alternative to Pakistan-centric routes



2) Background / historical dimension (why Chabahar matters historically)
e India's engagement with Chabahar is not new; India began pursuing development of this warm-water

port since the early 2000s (long-running connectivity plan).
IEER | YRd &1 Bfd 78 Ag1; 2000 & GoIPb J A wid! 3afel Bl bAfaefact J0MId bl [&T ET &

e Since 2019-20, due to U.S. pressure, India “zeroed out” oil imports from Iran and has not restarted
them—showing sanctions impact on India-Iran economic ties.
2019-20 I U.S. GI1d & BRUT HRA A 31  ddl AT [ &R {31 3R 3G db Y: & &l [bai—Ig
gfaee &1 T T 2|

3) Geographical dimension (location advantage)
e Chabahar is in south-eastern Iran on/near the Gulf of Oman, giving India sea access that bypasses

Pakistan for reaching Afghanistan/Central Asia.
ATGER GfEOT-YdT $3 A 7T 3110 AT §F A §; g VRd B ABIAAT/AED TR ddh UTfhed &1
TR B THG Ugd adl &

e |t provides an alternative to routes dominated by rival infrastructure in the region and supports India’s

westward connectivity.

g gt ufazuelf s=hReaaR-3menRa ANl &1 fddbed Gahr WRd @t ufean fgenm wAfaefde! Hagd war gl



6) Economic dimension (trade logic, costs, risks)
« Paying $120 million strengthens India’s claim of fulfilling commitments, supporting credibility for

future operational/business arrangements.
$120 fAfea= ram & Rd &t widagal-faas-iadT dgdl &, 3t & iueAd/aaaas ard § Heg Hordl
2l

+ However, sanctions risk can deter insurers, shippers, banks and private logistics—raising transaction

costs and uncertainty for trade via Chabahar.

wfd ufaday-sfEm & &, fafd, 3 a At aisfea wifdd & awd e—Gd anmd a sfAfeddar agdt
gl

« If port management becomes difficult without sanctions relief, India's westward trade connectivity
could face delays, forcing reliance on longer/costlier alternatives.
afg wfadet ¥ Aga &A1 uié waem gfedsa gan, d ufeart amur-sAfaefaet 7 3 gt sk mei/ad faweal
fizar 9 It 81

7) Exam-ready takeaways (high-yield lines)

e “$120 million fully paid” + “10-year MoU (May 2024)" = core factual anchor.
“$120 fAfda QR marE” + “10-asTa MoU (18 2024)" = 13 thae|

« “"Conditional U.S. waiver till 26 April 2026" = sanctions timeline anchor.
“26 39 2026 dd 2T At U.S. dar” = eIEHwIEA hae |

« Chabahar = Afghanistan access + Central Asia gateway + bypass Pakistan + humanitarian route.
GEER = AP Ugd + Heg Qe 1ed + Uifdsd= Sraar + widta amgfd wnf)

« Sanctions = banking/shipping constraints + policy uncertainty; may shape India's operational ability.

wfderer = dfcm/ferfa arent + Fifq ifAfeTddr: e amar wIfad & At 21



Consider the following statements:

1. India has fully disbursed $120 million committed for procurement of equipment for Chabahar Port
under a long-term understanding with Iran.

2. The U.S. sanctions waiver related to Chabahar is unconditional and extends permanently beyond
2026.

3. Chabahar has been used as a route for access to Afghanistan including transport of humanitarian aid

and food supplies.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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RBI plans 325,000
compensation for
cyberfraud victims

Lalatendu Mishra

MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has proposed to in-
troduce a framework to
compensate victims of on-
line frauds up to 325,000
for losses incurred in
small-value fraudulent
transactions. The draft gui-
delines will be issued soon.

Both the victim and the
bank will have skin in the
game and both will bear
15% of the transaction va-
lue. The RBI will pay the re-
maining from its Depositor
Education and Awareness
Fund, which amounts to
nearly 385,000 crore.

For example, if some-
one has lost 50,000 in a
fraudulent  transaction,
85% of that amount
(42,500) or 25,000, whi-
chever is less, will be paid
by the RBL In case if some
one lost ¥20,000, 85% of
that amount (®17,000) or
225,000, whichever is less,
will be paid. In this case,
the victim gets ¥17,000.

For such small-value
fraudulent transactions,
which constitute 65% of
online frauds, no questions
will be asked to the victim
if she or he has even given
an OTP.

RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra said, “We will

¢

Sanjay Malhotra

have a framework for com-
pensation for small frauds.
We have observed that
while in value, they consti-
tute a small proportion, in
terms of numbers, 65% of
them have less than
50,000 in terms of
amount [lost in fraudulent
transactions).”

“So as long as they are
defrauded, whether on
their own accord or
anyone's accord, no ques-
tions will be asked. An
amount of ¥25,000 or 85%
of the amount. You will
have the details very short-
ly. We will compensate
them as long as it is unin-
tended and that they have
lost,” the Governor said.

“If he loses the money,
no questions asked. We
will make checks so it is
not kind of mala fide. That
is why we have kept the
amount very small,” Mr.
Malhotra added.



1) What happened (core announcement)
e RBI has proposed a framework to compensate victims of online/cyber frauds up to 25,000 for

losses in small-value fraudulent transactions; draft guidelines will be issued soon.
RBI 7 3T /AT8eR ENAMeIST & GlfSdl Pl Bl Hed & Wis dd-4d H §¢ JhA WR 25,000 deb 31 ¢
1 giaT YRaTfdd fasa g; SToe MesaTed sfog 3MeTt
2) Who pays and from where (funding + “skin in the game”)
e RBI plans to fund payouts from the Depositor Education and Awareness Fund (DEAF), which is

around ¥85,000 crore (as mentioned in the report).
YITd &1 Iid RBI &T Depositor Education and Awareness Fund (DEAF) &7, it RU1E &5 3R a9

385,000 HIE &I

e The framework says both the bank and the customer/victim will have “skin in the game” (a cost-
sharing idea), while RBI covers the remaining part (final split expected in detailed guidelines).
& ® e 31k ugw/difsd gY@ “skin in the game” (B8 WTd AT8M) &1 91d &; 99 f&/a1 RBI g1 (3ifdd
fdaroT 31U MSSTEy | Tee g ) |



3) Proposed compensation rule (as illustrated)

RBI payout is illustrated as up to 85% of the loss, capped at 25,000 (whichever is lower).
H3TdS BT (A7 30N A: JHAT BT 85% ddb, 3feidpdr ¥25,000 (511 HH &)

Example 1: Loss 50,000 = 85% = 42,500, but cap applies = payout ¥25,000.

3GTEIT 1: 50,000 FHIAH - 85% = 242,500, TR &I @M - 25,000 YTdH|

Example 2: Loss 220,000 = 85% = %17,000 (within cap) - payout 217,000.

3qTe30T 2: 20,000 ghHT - 85% = %17,000 (T &b HiaR) - 17,000 HITdT |

4) Coverage logic (why “small-value” focus)

RBI noted that small-value frauds form a large share by humber of cases; about 65% of such frauds

involve loss below ¥50,000 (as stated).

RBI & 3R %A1 & &9 & BIC Wis 3fed &; T AT 65% ATHG! H§ gdE 350,000 A HH EdT &

5) “No questions asked” angle (and the caution)
e The proposal suggests no questions asked for these small-value frauds—even if the victim shared

OTP—so long as the loss was unintended and genuinely fraudulent (as per the statement).

YT & AR BIE WIS H “no questions asked”—OTP AT g3 &1 dd HI—Afg HA 31 | 31 3R
qRAfdd WIS &l

RBI also indicated it will keep the compensation amount relatively small and do checks to reduce

mala fide/abuse risk.

12l &, GSUANI/ATATBTESS Adh4 B AT B HfAd W 3R HB 3itd Y a1d Bl TS|



United
Kingdom

United States

Australia

Singapore

Canada

Germany

France

Japan

South Korea

Contingent
Reimbursement Model
(CRM Code)

Regulation E (Electronic
Fund Transfer Act)

ePayments Code

Shared liability
framework (2024)

Bank reimbursement
policies

EU Payment Services
Directive (PSD2)

Consumer banking law

Banking Act + voluntary
schemes

Financial Consumer
Protection Act

Banks

Banks

Banks

Banks + Telcos

Banks

Banks

Banks

Banks

Banks

No fixed cap

Usually full refund

Full or partial

Case-based

Varies

Full refund

Full refund

Partial / full

Partial / full

Victim not
grossly
negligent

Prompt
reporting
required

Depends on
customer
negligence

Failure of
safeguards

Unauthorized
transaction

Unless gross
negligence

Fraud proven

Prompt
reporting

Based on fault

Global benchmark for bank
liability

Strong consumer protection

Similar to UK model

Tech-enabled liability sharing

Bank-led protection

EU-wide legal backing

Civil law protection

High digital discipline

Advanced fintech regulation



Consider the following statements:

1. RBI has proposed compensating victims of small-value online frauds, with a maximum payout of
%25,000.

2. The proposed payout (as illustrated) is up to 85% of the loss amount, subject to a 25,000 cap.

3. The proposal states that such frauds are rare in number and therefore RBI has avoided creating any

compensation framework.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1only
B.1and 2 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Centre lays down eligibility criteria
for ‘deep tech’ start-ups in country

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Centre has provided
an official definition of
what constitutes a “deep
tech” start-up in India.

A buzzword until now,
the “deep-tech” start-up,
according to a gazette noti-
fication by the Department
for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT)
made public on Thursday,
is one that is primarily con-
cerned with producing a
solution based on new
knowledge/advancements
in a scientific or engineer-
ing discipline.

What should it do?

It must spend most of its
money on research and de-
velopment (R&D) activi-
ties; owns or is in the pro-
cess of creating significant
novel intellectual property
(IP) and taking steps to
commercialise the same;
faces extended develop-
ment timelines, long gesta-
tion periods, high capital

To be counted as a deep tech
start-up, companies must apply
to the DPIIT for certificate.

and infrastructure require-
ments, and carries large
technical or scientific
uncertainty.

A start-up — the DPIT
says — is a company that is
less than 10 years old or
has a turnover less than
2200 crore.

According to the gazette
notification, a deep tech
company can consider it-
self a start-up for as long as
20 years and has a turnov-
er of up to 300 crore — in-
dicating the longer runway

such companies have and
the time it takes to come to
fruition.

To be counted as a deep
tech start-up, companies
must apply to the DPIIT for
a certificate.

The DPIT is the final
authority that determines
whether a company quali-
fies as a startup or a deep
tech startup. It will decide
this based on “guidance”
from an Inter-Ministerial
Board of Certification,
which includes a Joint Se-
cretary, DPIIT (Convener);
a representative from the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST); a repre-
sentative from the Depart-
ment of Biotechnology, ac-
cording to the notification.

The notification also
prohibits a defined start-up
from investing in activities
that are not directly con-
nected to its core mandate
of working and creating
new knowledge — for in-
stance investing in real es-
tate or “speculative as-
sets”, or shares, and

securities — unless they are
core to the company’s
knowledge production.

These definitions are
important given the
Centre’s thrust on technol-
ogy-driven start-ups. The
Anusandhan National Re-
search Foundation is the
custodian of the I lakh
crore Research and Deve-
lopment Innovation (RDI)
Fund that is expected to in-
vest in emerging technolo-
gy and fund research over
seven years. A part of these
investments will go to deep
tech start-ups.

Earlier this week, Union
Minister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) for Science
and Technology Jitendra
Singh said companies with
RDI funds could get financ-
ing at concessional rates of
around 2%-4% with te-
nures up to 15 years.

The Principal Scientific
Adviser’s office prepared a
deep tech policy in July
2023, though this has yet
to be approved by the Un-
ion Cabinet.



1) What happened (core news)
« The Centre (through DPIIT gazette notification) has issued an official definition and eligibility

framework for what counts as a “deep-tech” start-up in India.

&g PR A DPIT Fi Meie HAfEYT1 & 1T R | “Slu-2" TIEHT B ANferd1Ras TRHIST 3R urar siar
aa fear gl

« A deep-tech start-up is one that primarily builds solutions based on new knowledge/advances in
scientific or engineering disciplines and involves high technical/scientific uncertainty.
EIU-2% WY ag & AT denfa/SAafaT &F W 98 FH/3-1d IR 3renlRa FHTen= a4man & 3 5rad 3=
atYdsnfAce sifAfeadr gt 21

« Companies must apply to DPIIT for certification; DPIIT will be the final authority to decide.
PUfFaT BT DPIT A YATOTT 8q 31de &A1 &nm; 3ifdw fofa DPIT 3

2) Eligibility/definition: “What should it do?” (high-yield criteria)

« Must spend most of its money on R&D activities.
siferepter @ R&D nifafaferal wR g anfgg)

« Must own or be in the process of creating significant novel Intellectual Property (IP) and take steps to
commercialise it.
Heayf 7t difge duer (IP) @1 T /fAmfor ufdsar sik 3aa amaaritaor &3 & fGen  sgn maas
2l

« Deep-tech firms typically face long development timelines/gestation periods, high capital and
infrastructure needs, and large technical/scientific uncertainty (hence special runway).
glu-2a | fawm srafdl det, gsit/sspreaR stevd 3iftia 3k da-td)/denfae sfAfedaar siféies gdt 2
(safeie fady “Td" &1 adb gadr )|



3) Certification & governance mechanism (who decides, how)
e Certification will be guided by an Inter-Ministerial Board of Certification, including: Joint Secretary,

DPIIT (convener), representatives from DST and Department of Biotechnology.
UHTOM &q 3iaR-Haret dig a1 Anfgefa g, 5’ Joint Secretary DPIIT (@=dt-R), DST 3iR Sta-viteifid
fanmT & wfafafer enfie 81

e DPIIT is the final authority to determine whether a company qualifies as a start-up or a deep-tech

start-up (based on guidance).

DPIIT ANTE2fd & 3TEMR TR dT B fh BIE BT W 3ru/stu-2d TIE3T &b FT A A g a1 97|

4) “Start-up” vs “Deep-tech start-up” runway (why this is important)
e The notification distinguishes deep-tech needs: compared to normal start-ups, deep-tech may get a

longer runway (because innovation cycles are longer).
HATERTTAT BT T2l T TIEINT BT JA-T H 81Y-2h Bl ¢idl I7d A8y R gL JTsfdset ol &am &1

e The report indicates deep-tech firms may be treated as start-ups for a longer period and at a higher

turnover threshold (reflecting longer gestation).
RUE & AR SU-2F & foie “wIE3T” B 37afel 3R e 3iaR FAT it /ddt & Tdbdl & (Fat Mel/gRIA
37afe] & BRUT) |
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THE TOPPERS

T20 WORLD CUPS AT A GLANCE

No team No team has

O has ever O successfully defended
won the its crown in the

title at home tournament

Durban in 2007 witnessed the only Bowl
Out in the history of the competition. India
went on to win 3-0

1 The India-Pakistan group-stage clash in

Zimbabwe's Brendan Italy, ranked
l Taylor, 40, is the only ]- 27 in the
player who featured world, is the

in the inaugural event to lone debutant in
be picked for this edition this edition

Rohit (Ind) and Oman has the
2 Shakib (Ban) 2 tournament’s oldest
were the only playersin its squad

players to figure in — Aamir Kaleem (44) and
all nine editions Mohammad Nadeem (43)

Group D will have three top-10 ranked teams
— New Zealand (4), South Africa (5) and
Afghanistan (10) - unlike any other pool

MOST
TITLES WON
India, West
Indies and
England (2 each) :
MOST MOST RUNS MOST WICKETS MOST DISMISSALS MOST CATCHES
APPEARANCES Kohli (India, Shakib (Bangladesh, (WICKETKEEPER) (FIELDER)
IN A FINAL 1292in33 50 wickets in 41 Dhoni (India, 32 in 32 Warner (Australia,
India, Pakistan, innings) innings) innings - 21 catches, 25in 41 innings)
England and Sri 11 stumpings)
Lanka (3 each) MOST RUNS IN AN EDITION Kohli (319, 2014)
HIGHEST MOST WICKETS IN AN EDITION Arshdeep (India, 2024) and Farooqi (Afghanistan, 2024) - 17
TOTAL HIGHEST SCORE Brendon McCullum (123 off 58b, NZ vs. Ban, Pallekele, 2012)
260/6 (Sri Lanka
vs. Kenya BEST BOWLING Ajantha Mendis (4-2-8-6, SL vs. Zim, Hambantota, 2012)
Johannes’burg, MOST CENTURIES Gayle (2 - one each in 2007 and 2016)
2007) MOST 50-PLUS SCORES Kohli (15)
BIGGEST FASTEST CENTURY Gayle (47b, Wl vs. England, Mumbai, 2016)
VICTORY MARGIN FASTEST HALF-CENTURY Yuvraj (12b, India vs. England, Durban, 2007)
BY RUNS s =

: Nortje (SA), Rashid (Afg), Ajmal (Pak) and
::2'((:;iy:anka MOST FOUR-FORS Shakib (Ban) - three each
Jo'hannes’burg’ MOST ECONOMICAL SPELL Ferguson (4-4-0-3, NZ vs. Papua New Guinea, Tarouba, 2024)
2007) Source: ESPNCRICINFO & ICC Compiled by S. SHRIVATHSAN

appearance in the marquee event after
having initially missed the cut

5 Scotland will make its fifth successive



Suryavanshi goes berserk as India
stuns England in U19 World Cup final

Press Trust of India
HARARE

Batting prodigy Vaibhav
Suryavanshi lit up the
grand stage with a jaw-
dropping 175 (80b, 15x4,
15x6) to power India to a
record-extending sixth ICC
under-19 World Cup title
with a 100-run victory over
England in the final here
on Friday.

The triumph adds to In-
dia’s previous titles in
2000, 2008, 2012, 2018
and 2022,

The 14-year-old Surya-
vanshi recorded the fastest
150 in under-19 cricket his-
tory, reaching the miles-
tone in 71 deliveries, as In-
dia piled up a daunting 411
for nine after electing to
bat. In response, England
kept the required run-rate
within sight for large parts
of the chase but lost wick-
ets at regular intervals,
which derailed its pursuit.
England was eventually
bowled out for 311 with Ca-
leb Falconer scoring a 66-
ball 115 (9x4, 7x6).

cCM 2

Suryavanshi registered
the highest individual
score by any batter in an
ICC tournament final. He
put on 142 runs in just 19

a7

overs with his skipper Ay-
ush Mhatre, who departed
following a 51-ball 53 (7x4,
2x6) after bringing up his
half-century.

—_— =

(

Suryavanshi was named
Player-of-the-Tournament
for scoring 439 runs with
three half-centuries and a
ton.

]
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1ICC

U19 MEN'S CRICKET

WORLD CUP

Administrator
Format

First edition
Latest edition

Tournament
format

Number of
teams

Current
champion

Most
successful

Most runs

Most wickets

International Cricket Council
Limited-overs (50 overs)
1988 Australia

2026 Zimbabwe, Namibia

Round-robin
Knock-out

16

e India (6th title)
— Ndia (6 titles)

B B Eoin Morgan (606)

=== Wesley Madhevere (28)
B= Kwena Maphaka (28)



Aspect

Event /<%

Title Count /8¢ odll &ad

Final Match / OdES T ‘’Eq0 T
Final Venue / §® SKGeography)

Date / IH
Winning Margin / vg¢ Sd el

Significance / wE

Details (English +30ReeT

India won ICC Under-19 Cricket World Cup
2026 skl S51CC WATHET 3K S5¢ 3p1C ST

6th U19 World Cup title (Record) € 3 U19

India vs England shsltle [ SR EEY-
Harare, Zimbabwem&ﬂ'@
February 2026 0EE5R 2026

100 runs 100 §®

Largest run-margin victory in a U19 World Cup
final U19%BIC $ & 09ES WEISHAG ¢ gl
B




Category
India’s Score / shaftle a9 WeHT

Highest Individual Score
Age Highlight

Captain / ¢S

Captain’s Contribution

England Score / @&F 39 WsH

Top Bowler (India)

Other Bowlers

Details (English +3uoRgT

411/9 (50 overs) 50 & Y WESTBPN

Vaibhav Suryavanshi — 175 (80 balls) sgrar
e —FUE U okl BT

Vaibhav Suryavanshi — 14 years old prodigy
0ol e — 10 AT PHeshd

Ayush Mhatre s 333 gX5

53 runs off 51 balls 51 &EHee 53 o

311 all out (40.2 overs) 40.2 & € WD ST US
IO U S &

R.S. Ambrish — 3 wickets g, 5¢. s — 3 %Iz

Deepesh Devendran — 2 wickets Kanishk
Chauhan — 2 wickets G&g S35° I SHSF U —
2-2 HZSs



Record Type
Most U19 World Cup Titles
Highest Team Score in Final

Largest Margin (Runs)

Talent Pipeline

Details (English +%1%egT
India — 6 titles stk — ¢ HG edl]

India — 411 runs DTS IWGIF o3 VEHT

100-run victory &H5S S IR T ¢ I Sl ol oone

U19 World Cup as feeder for senior national team U19
FHC S T PP e S SHleshd goig ToieS




Topic
Harare Location
Continent

River Near Harare

Sports Importance

Facts (English +3oggeT

Capital city of Zimbabwe 2Icd@se
B Xd%%

Africa ? &gsd

Manyame River basin IRES g
5% ©

Zimbabwe hosts ICC events to
promote cricket in Africa ? &gsd &

K 35 B IUhHSSUgICC S Fe T

~




Nuclear-capable Agni-3 missile successtully test-fired

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Balasore, February 6

INDIA ON FRIDAY success-

fully test-fired nuclear
weapons-capable Agni-3 bal-
listic missile from the

Chandipur off Odisha coast,
which has a strike range of
more than 3,000 kilometres,
officials said.

The surface-to-surface

missile was launched by the
personnel of Strategic Forces
Command (SFC) from a
mobile launcher as part of a
regular training exercise for
the user.

The missile was picked up
randomly from the produc-
tion lot and test fired, they
said adding that the SFC is
tasked with handling strate-
gic weapons systems. The

launch validated all opera-
tional and technical parame-
ters, officials said.

After the command for
auto-launch was given, the
two-stage solid-propelled
missile took off on a desig-
nated flight path and homed
onto the pre-designated tar-
get area in the Bay of Bengal
with accuracy.

The Defence Research and

Development Organisation
(DRDO) sources said that it
met all the mission objec-
tives.

Various parameters and
trajectory of the 17-meter
long missile were tracked and
monitored in real time by
radarsalong the east coast,as
well as by the telemetry and
electro-optical systems.

Two down-range ships

near the impact point
recorded the terminal event,
they said.

Agni-3 is one of the
sophisticated and accurate
missiles of its class and has
already been inducted into
the armed forces.

It is capable of carrying a
payload weighing 1.5 tons to
adistance of more than 3,000
kilometres.



India successfully test-fired the Agni-3 ballistic missile on February 6 from Chandipur (Odisha
coast); the strike range is more than 3,000 km.

HRA A 6 BaA B! FigtqR (3ifEen ae) A 31fF-3 s fMared &1 awa gdieror far, gadh! AR amdr
3,000 st & siftias 21

The launch was carried out by Strategic Forces Command (SFC) from a mobile launcher as part of
a regular training exercise.

WU Strategic Forces Command (SFC) gRT Hlasd eil-aR & fAafda wfeieror apamg & agd fasar mam
The missile was randomly picked from the production lot, indicating validation of production-quality
systems (not a special prototype).

fAATEe B IATGA-dlle @ I8 AT TAT—3TA IAGA-IAR B! Turaa/faeamtadr &1 Jeara gldr 21

It is a two-stage, solid-propelled surface-to-surface ballistic missile; the test validated operational
and technical parameters.

g -0, B S aTeit Fdg-A-Tdg dfafed Magd 8; uddeor 7 sifmeda/dab-ld! Rmte? Iafad
g3l

Tracking was done in real-time by radars along the east coast, telemetry and electro-optical
systems, and down-range ships near the impact point; target area was in the Bay of Bengal.

&fch gt ae & R, STHMAG, sAdn-3Ncdd fGeH 3R S139-351 gkl 3 Rad-cgd # §5; @ed 87 amd
& @ISt A e

Agni-3 is described as accurate and already inducted into the armed forces; capable of carrying
about 1.5-ton payload to >3,000 km.

3f7-3 P et T 3~1d gaT 1T & 3R Ug a1 A 2nfAed 8; 7T 1.5 24 as 3 3,000+ fdt d& & s
" Tem gl



Variant

Agni-|

Agni-ll

Agni-lll

Agni-IV

Agni-V

Agni-VI*

Type | Stage

Ballistic, single-stage (solid)

Ballistic, two-stage (solid)

Ballistic, two-stage (solid)

Ballistic, two-stage (solid)

Ballistic, three-stage (solid)

(Reported/expected) advanced
IRBM/ICBM-class

Approx Range (km)

~700-900

~2,000-3,000

>3,000

~3,500-4,000

~5,000+

~6,000-10,000*

Key use [ notes

Mainly for short-range strategic deterrence; faster
reaction, simpler logistics

Medium-range; deeper regional reach; widely cited in
exams

Intermediate-range; heavier payload (~1.5 ton reported in
your article); inducted

Improved accuracy, better avionics; often called Agni-li
Prime lineage in evolution discussions

Near-ICBM class; canisterised versions tested; enhances
extended deterrence

Not officially confirmed in many public domains; treat as
“reported/under development” in exam answers



Country

India

United
States

Russia

China

France

United
Kingdom

Comparable
strategic missile
(example)

Agni-V
Minuteman lll

(LGM-30G)
Topol-M (SS-27

Mod 1)
DF-41 (CSS-X-20)

M51

Trident Il D5

Type / Basing

Land-based ballistic missile (road/rail-
mobile TEL; canisterised versions
tested)

ICBM (silo-based)
ICBM (silo + road-mobile)

ICBM (road/rail-mobile + silo)

SLBM (submarine-launched)

SLBM (submarine-launched; used by
US & UK)

Approx range
(km)

>5,000 (official);
~7,000-8,000
reported

13,000

11,000

Up to 15,000

8,000

12,000

Key notes (quick)

3-stage solid; Strategic Forces
Command user. (Press Information
Bureau)

3-stage solid; land-based leg of US
triad. (Missile Threat)

Solid-fueled ICBM; strategic deterrent
role. (Missile Threat)

Longest-range Chinese ICBM; MIRV-
capable (reported). (Missile Threat)

3-stage solid; MIRV-capable; core of
France’s sea-based deterrent. (Missile
Threat)

3-stage solid; payload up to 2,800 kg;
deployed on SSBNs. (Missile Threat)



https://www.pib.gov.in/newsite/printrelease.aspx?relid=155897+&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/minuteman-iii/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/ss-27/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/df-41/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/m51/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/trident/

Consider the following statements:

1. Agni-3is a two-stage, solid-propelled, surface-to-surface ballistic missile with a strike range of more
than 3,000 km.

2. The reported test launch was conducted by the Strategic Forces Command from a mobile launcher as
part of a regular training exercise, and the missile was randomly picked from the production lot.

3. During the test, tracking and monitoring were done only through satellite imagery, without the use of

radars, telemetry, electro-optical systems, or down-range ships.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1only
B.1and 2 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



[ RCB
Clinches
Second WPL
Title 2026 —




Aspect Details (English + Hindi)

Event / €557 Royal Challengers Bengaluru clinched second Women’s Premier League (WPL) title, 2026 $EI3T
" ey o1 BT RE Sk ST VBERKT seeRsRIET Tle? (WPL)EG edll 2026 (g5 ged

Tournament / R Women’s Premier League (WPL) — India’s flagship domestic women’s T20 league IPERI sgBRETET

D — okl S XA CSBPRPPRKI T20 TRV

Final Match / OdES I wEanud

RCB vs Delhi Capitals ® 3igala DW@JWD

Venue (Geography) / £ SER¥ERET

Vadodara, Gujarat ASEe BTtk

Geographical Importance / FoIE#ES !?-Ing'

Vadodara is located on the banks of the Vishwamitri River SFSEUBICHEE S 558 Segde U

Final Year / IS

2026

Batting First / EUIE ﬁm

Delhi Capitals Women%ym?:l] PRI sedd

DC Final Score /aé’g sd s

203/4 in 20 overs — Highest first-innings total in WPL final history 20 & 3% %@203/4 — WPL
O0dES Sd ol @'DEEFWV\EH

Captain DC/ ?EF SDC)

Jemimah Rodrigues

Top DC Performers / DC S5 SWE UG Udde

Jemimah Rodrigues — 57 Laura Wolvaardt — 44 Chinelle Henry — 35

IPL + WPL Milestone

First franchise to hold IPL & WPL titles simultaneously IPL >3 WPL ¥R odll S5 ¢do 36 5

Delhi Capitals Record

Fourth consecutive WPL final defeat IIUdedl cole WPL OIESIT URET



RCB Target / ¢ 204 runs

RCB Chase / " UG &glE Sd Taed Achieved with 2 balls remaining 2 ©& ¢S5 YIsTIC UBE T

Historic Record / BIcUKBE S WSO Highest successful run chase in a WPL final WPL 0G¥S3 Sd ¢l Sl I L ogr

RCB Captain / ?EF SIRCB) Smriti Mandhana
Mandhana’s Knock / SRS SE EIS@ 87 runs off 41 balls 41 BHcH 87 T

i - [ > —1
Partnership Highlight / SR Mandhana & Georgia Voll — 165 runs partnership TRIST > T sTREsER A — 165

8 S6 edosil
Georgia Voll Performance 79 runs off 54 balls 54 B&HEE /9 o6
Finishing Touch / vg¢ S& I Radha Yadav hit the title-winning boundaries $ERd I S U S5 U IS

WPL Titles by RCB / WPLES &<l Second WPL title FEEETWPLEE woll



Theme

History — WPL / BcUKiG

Economic Angle / S#aE EUIRA

Political / Institutional Aspect

Gender Equality Dimension

Geography — Gujarat

Sports Governance

Exam-Relevant Facts (English + Hindi)

WPL was launched in 2023 by BCCI WPL S& &&® ¢
BCCI k%2023 W5e UE

WPL strengthened women’s sports economy through
franchise valuation, sponsorship & media rights WPL &
SBESIEET FWHC T f}}{? ¥ ¥ I SR, GBYRPRR
cas'q 2 m;Uo,mssﬂqubr%’uq

BCCl governs WPL under ICC regulations WPL Sd
FESRTS BCCI BRHICCHFIREHS Ule

WPL promotes women empowerment and sports
participation WPLIBIRHI G CHZSHX T8 &S9
GUISHSBI ool S5 [ ikl ot Ol

Gujarat has emerged as a major host state for national
sporting events BFtkic ST ¢S S I5de BSHS T SUEE
5> S SY &hel ol

Franchise-based league model similar to IPL IPL S& o891
ST © Il TRU XTI




@ Lowering
Age of Consent

Wi

Chi

Jndermine

d Safety:

Government



Aspect
Issue / W
Current Age of Consent / TicE® & I

Government Stand / SUSdYR $¢

Context / &l

Statement Given In / A0

Concerned Ministry / GEg=d

Minister / CE@

Details (English +2PF¥egT

Government rejected proposal to lower age of consent
QUSTT B HI-GURPE ¢ TS S5's Ol S5 6%k 2B 3K

18 years 18 AH

Any dilution will undermine child safety and increase
exploitation S5 etk (9 @Fled SH SWTHHAY StHR

Debate triggered by judicial observations & Lok Sabha
questions @l{dﬁﬁ% %h oo sHHES (ke [Ug

3
~

Written reply in Lok Sabha TEE & el {&BRE © &"g’r;f

Ministry of Women and Child Development IBERII SH
=R RS CElRE =PD))

Annapurna Devi



Law / Article

POCSO Act, 2012

Juvenile Justice Act, 2015

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023

Constitutional Basis

Key Provision (English +3P8et

Criminalises all sexual activity below 18 years,
irrespective of consent 18 JAF G © &I D
B oo 6 IbF K I TR TR TEod BT

Defines child as person below 18 years 18 I$ 5
S By = Uddls

Minimum marriage age aligned at 18 years
(female) BBl Sf»tﬁo&sl ST 18 IH

Retains age of majority at 18 years 18 AF A
FIAWSTSE S Tkl ol

Article 15(3), Article 39(e)(f) — Child protection
R BEE 15(3)039(e)(f)



Aspect

SC Observation

Meaning

Government Response

Details (English +310%e&A

Suggested examining a “Romeo-Juliet
clause” “CEARISH WIs W~ U HCH
S dQE%

Close-in-age exemption for consensual

adolescent relationships g6 © IV
SSE ¢ SEBN A

NAS

Rejected — would dilute child
protection R S& M — O ¢ Hier{
3 T SO




« Government'’s Rationale (Why Age =18)

Reason Explanation (English + f&&1)
Psychological Capacity Minors lack ability for informed consent
Arafamt ¥ gfa Fenfd &t gerar T8l
Uniformity in Law Same age across all child-related laws
it aret BIA ? A HY
Prevent Exploitation Prevent coercion, grooming & manipulation

2itsur, 7fF a qara & JRan

Gender Protection Special protection for adolescent girls

fasenfzal & feg fashy JRen

@ International Comparison (Extra Facts)

Country Age of Consent

United Kingdom 16 years

United States 16-18 years (state-wise)
Germany 14 years

France 15 years

India 18 years (strictest child protection)



% Goa

Becomes Second
State to Publish

Bird Atlas




Aspect
Event / cs%d

Bird Atlas Name / S¢i¥sT
Rank / %

First State / EUI<Id S
Release Date / =d%g 2>k0

Occasion /3ACTH

Purpose / %55

Details (English +3BRgA

Goa became the second Indian state to publish a
comprehensive Bird Atlas Ghtishdtle Sd Gltid Sl [Sd
HeSUIdSeTe sSSP o B Id

Bird Atlas of Goa BBl Sd (¥ SdUG

Second in India shekle Ya5et:th
Kerala S
7 February 2026 7 0931eR 2026

Ninth Bird Festival of Goa BhHSd 9@15@’6&%
Avian research, conservation planning & biodiversity

documentation g oz R RISRIAS &l 954~ 5S¢l 3T oxhi-
PR od ¢ beRBIRS TIX




Aspect

Definition

Data Type

Methodology

Use

Explanation (English +20%eeT

Scientific mapping of bird species distribution using
grid-based surveys3&& © Kl G HKRHE o6 s PRI

Spatial & temporal distribution £BFS A SPEIS HIctI{

Citizen science + expert validation SJUSEIS TS +

Habitat protection, policy planning, climate impact
assessment 3¢ TR0 SR AR o IHRHs oA
QIS




Topic

Festival Location

River Basin Highlighted

Ecological Importance

Habitat Types in Goa

Bird Migration Zone

Details (English + &
Valpoi, Goa IHKIEH, VAT
Mhadei (Mahadayi) River Basin W§’ Scel g‘ L7

Part of Western Ghats biodiversity hotspot ATIE < o JLHFR ¢d
US|

Forests, wetlands, estuaries, coastal ecosystems 0 © WT&%@
oSl T,

Important stopover for migratory birds $3%iGe SeAG#d VUK gAsl T oAchl




Fact

India’s first state with Bird Atlas
India’s second state with Bird Atlas
River highlighted

Festival location

Biodiversity hotspot

Answer

Kerala

Goa

Mhadei (Mahadayi)
Valpoi, Goa
Western Ghats




State of Goa

—

Basilica of Bom Jesus

- Previously was

Admission to union

Formation
(by bifurcation)

Capital
Largest city

Districts

Government

* Body

* Governor

* Chief Minister

State Legislature
« Assembly

National Parliament
* Rajya Sabha

* Lok Sabha

High Court

Afea[ 1]
* Total

* Rank

| Highest elevation

(Sonsogor)
Lowest elevation
(Arabian Sea)

Population (2025)°!

+ Total

* Rank

* Density
* Urban

* Rural

Demonym(s)

Goa, Daman and Diu 1

19 December 1961
30 May 1987

Panaiji
Vasco da Gama, Goa
3

Government of Goa
Ashok Gajapathi Raju

Pramod Sawant
(BJP)

Unicameral

Goa Legislative
Assembly (40 seats)

Parliament of India
1 seat

2 seats

Bombay High Court

3,702 km?
(1,429 sq mi)
28th

1,026 m (3,366 ft)

om (0ft)

A 1,591,000
28th

380/km? (980/sq mi)
77.89%

22.11%

Goenkar, Goan

Language
» Official
« Additional official

- Official script

Konkanil3!

Marathil*! and
Englishl®!
Devanagari script

GDP!7]
- Total (2025-2026)

* Rank
- Per capita

A $15.85 billion
(nominal)

A $68.89 billion
(PPP)I®l

23rd

A :3873,000
(US$10,000)
(nominal)

A $47,713 (PPP)
(2nd)

Time zone UTC+05:30 (IST)

ISO 3166 code IN-GA

Vehicle registration GA

HDI (2023) A 0.801 Very High®!
(1st)

Literacy (2025) 99.7%!°! (2nd)

Sex ratio (2025) 986 % /1000 ¢ (5th)

Website goa.gov.int2




A A

Symbols of Goa

\%

%

"'/l¢

51// i
d?

Wm\t‘

Emblem of Goa

Foundation day
Bird

Flower

Fruit

Mammal

Tree

Goa Day
Flame-throated bulbul
Jasmine

Cashew

Gaur

Matti Terminalia
crenulata




© Iran’s First Female
Member Elected to 10C



Formation

Founders

Type

Headquarters

Membership

Official
language

Honorary
President

President

Vice
Presidents

Director
General

AN YW\ Y T A A & ANt YA =t O vl

23 June 1894; 131 years ago

Pierre de Coubertin
Demetrios Vikelas

Sports federation
(association organised under
the laws of the Swiss
Confederation)

Olympic House,
Lausanne, Switzerland

110 active members, 39
honorary members, 206
individual National Olympic
Committees

French (reference language),
English, and the host
country's language when
necessary

Thomas Bach

Kirsty Coventry!']

Juan Antonio Samaranch
Nawal El Moutawakel
Gerardo Werthein
Pierre-Olivier Beckers-
Vieujantl'!

Christophe De Kepper



Aspect
Event / ce%d

Name / S
Country / &
Date of Election /#¥®@
Position / ¢

Historic First / eUBE S &TWHD

Age Highlight / 3%

Term Duration / SAIEB AT

Details (English +3PReA

Iran’s first female elected to the International Olympic
Committee (I0C) TSP S& TUIRK WPPRKI S THHEHH g
S HES TREP (IOC)M

Soraya Aghaei

Iran (TSRISST

4 February 2026 4 0E3ER 2026

Member, International Olympic Committee

First Iranian woman I0C member |0C $& EUItIe 5%
PR ecp

Youngest current IOC member Se¥sEF &g 1 S HIII0C
gTp

8 years 8 A




1 Election & Institutional Details

Aspect Details (English + f&gl)
Membership Number 107th 10C Member
1074t 10C Tg&
Voting Result Elected by 95-2 vote
95-2 wal & fAaffaa
Iran at I0C Third-ever Iranian IOC member
IOC ® &1 &t dtdt wfafafd
Previous Gap First Iranian member since 2004
2004 & @1¢ Ygwl 4R

.- Profile of Soraya Aghaei (Sports Angle)

Aspect Details (English + f&21)
Sport | B# Badminton
defieq
Olympic Participation Competed in Tokyo Summer Olympics
erar fefaes F v feran
Committee Role Member, Iranian Olympic Committee Athletes' Commission

At Sitefae wiAfd - gerste s

Expertise Athlete welfare & governance reforms
fEmTEt ST g 2maF YR
X



© 10C Governance & Global Context

Aspect Details (English + f&d})
I0C President Kirsty Coventry
I0C & 132 asf & sfagry &) uga Afgan scagy
Women Representation Women form ~45% of IOC membership
IOC ® @™ 45% AfgaTg
Inclusivity Trend Focus on gender balance & youth leadership
@es [ @ Zar Aqed W R
Re-election Context Afghanistan’s Samira Asghari re-elected for second term
HEMIATAT Y FHRT 3Rt gAfAaifaa

i Geography & International Relations Angle

Aspect Details (English + f&gh)

Region West Asia (Middle East)
gfedn gferan

Significance for Iran Enhances Iran’s soft power in global sports governance
Afeds Bt oA W 34 &Y it UTaR 9t

Gender Diplomacy Symbol of women's representation from conservative regions

sfgardt &= A nfgan ufdfifeia &1 vdte



« Powers & Role of IOC Members (Exam Favourite)

Function

Host City Selection

Policy Making

Athlete Welfare

Global Sports Governance

¥ Static Facts for Exams

Topic

I0C Founded
I0C Headquarters
I0C Term Length

I0C Members Role

Explanation (English + f&&})

Vote to select host cities (e.g., 2036 Summer Olympics)
e AsTar 28R &1 g

Olympic Charter amendments

e aréz deeF

Safeguarding, ethics & fairness

farenet ram a Afdwar

Oversight of Olympic movement

FHfae HErE o1 dfead Jara

Fact

1894
Lausanne, Switzerland
8 years (renewable)

Iindividuals, not country representatives



© Bhutan Queen Mother Receives
Upendra Nath Brahma Award




Aspect

Award / 8AWdeT

Year / AH
Recipient / 548 o
Title / €2

Venue / S SiGeography)

Awarding Body / $SdSS ol

Chief Guest / &% W>o

Details (English +3PRgeT

Upendra Nath Brahma ‘Soldier of Humanity’ Award
(22nd edition) &&f Sd® HWT ‘GE T [

2025
Gyalum Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangchuck
Queen Mother of Bhutan gt S& SRR 3

Bodoland University, Kokrajhar, Assam [EFSEN-
FC3PACRI I S8 TRICSTeIR G

Upendra Nath Brahma Trust &%‘g Sdoo W 8

Lakshman Prasad Acharya ? g3 S5ERECH]




Aspect Explanation (English +30ReT

Recognition of humanitarian service & social justice Y8l

Purpose of Award

Lifelong commitment to inclusive development & community

Why Awarded welfare GHRRER BISIG 7 GREFHS 3 IR W oo FHES

Cross-Border Imoortance Strengthens people-to-people ties between India & Bhutan
P SFE-FS S-S GIREAST RIS




Aspect
Foundation

Role of Queen Mother

Focus Areas

Development Model

Cultural Aspect

Details (English +5PBFet

Tarayana Foundation
Founder-President ZKES -2 &

Rural development, women empowerment,
healthcare, education XREX “HISAGl BRI
G OIS Tl S o

Community-centric & sustainable G&EII-BH e A
G oo BlSde

Preservation of indigenous traditions S&ce THE SRR




Topic Facts (English +2pggT

Known as Bodofa — guardian of Bodo
community ‘AT — EFSAGERII S5 GhkS
Advocate of peace, dignity & identity <o
USERSET ST EUICHS SSEeRY

Compassion, social justice & humanity

S ST GRB S 1bHI 3T ST

Seraja, Aronal, Dakhona (Bodo traditions)
[=2eae IRRILERIE =2

Upendra Nath Brahma
Cultural Legacy

Award Symbolism

Artefacts Presented




BIG DISCOUNT
FESTIVAL

~ 10%0FF

GK-G S+

+CURRENT AFFAIRS
2025-26 GOMEQ

BY BHUNESH SIR | geT 10% |OFF CODE:B10

INCLUDES:

e COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE
e | JAN 2025—-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS)

l FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY, DEFENCE '




@ Class24 *,"“ s Home Exams -  Current Affairs Buyacourse v Blog LiveTest Scholarship Test TestSeries v  Aboutus

GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.



Thank you ©




