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Do little things in studies
with such honesty that they
become big later.
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DMK sets its terms to back delimitation Bill

These conditions come amid renewed efforts from

them vet: though Centre doesnt have the two-thirds majority vet to push

Sandeep Phukan seats for all States, which
Sobhana K. Nair was verbally promised by
NEw DELHI Home Minister Amit Shah
when the legislative pack-

s the Narendra Mo age d_ac beinging

ai ex- abou as ta-

plores the passibill.  bled In Parliament In Aprdl.

ty of bringing in a the party
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Christian bodies
meet Shah over
govts FCRA bill

NEW DELEE
Amid concerns raised by
Christian bodies over the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment B,
2026, Union Minister Amet
Shan

Bill 10 casry out a fresh de-
limitation ~ exercise, the
Drav unnetra Kazha-

gam (DMK) may consider
extending support if the
Centre revises the legisla-
tion that reached the Lok
Sabha in April with three
essential changes.

There is a freeze on Lok
Sabha sests based on the

increase in the Lok Sabha

ernment to reach out to the

ition to secure numbers for the Bill.

a
Terms for support
The DMK wil apport the NDA gavernment's desmitation Bill anly
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3571 Census 3 the base
sor Golemitation

ks & Scherinle ol e

each
State wil have in the legis-
lative
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sources in the Duk A top
DMK leader said that the
government has not yet ap-
proached them on the is-
Sue either “formally or in-
formally™.  The  party
maintains that it will take a
fnal call only after the
form and substance of the
Billis are kn

Thiede coaditons éoine
enewed efforts from

the Centre to reach out 10
the Opposition, with Pas-
lamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju speaking to
Leader of the Oppesition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul

the floor of the House. The
numerical strength of the
INDIA bloc has since vastly
o 7

Home Minister  Amit
Shah had earlier said that
once it is assured of the
numbers, the government
would once again bring the

: top DMK leader says govt. has not approached
since the Bill was introduced previously

Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment (FCRA) Bills
coming up next week. the
Congress is all set to issue a
three-line whip, asking its

€0 be present in

in
In the present
ber Lok Sabha, the two-
thirds majority
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ment’s strength would go
Up to 345. While the go-
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Farliament in April
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“Thad
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ers are said to have reiterac-
eir 0 any

short of 14 MPs, Frrie
obd changes if there are ab-

slen!lons during the p'fb
ceedings.

have made a request on a
few specific issues and also
discussed other matters.
We  ex) continuous
communication with the
ess and other Oppo-
sition parties,” he said.
He had met Mr. Gandhi
on Wednesday too, during
which the Congress lead

o carry out delimitation.

government
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amendment,
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ment) Bill was defeated on
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ers are present
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1P 1ost National Desmocrn

ic Alliance (NDA) currenty

T 158 MPs.

delsmitation.

tizens Party of India
(NCPD, and six Shiv Sena
P; hed
s rom the Uddhav
Thackeray faction to the

led faction.

On Friday, Prime Minis-
cer Narendes Mot will e
b NCP1 and Shiv Se-
na MPs for a
meeting.

anticipation of the de-
Mmitation Snd the Foreign

strengh ne 3
of the Lok Sabha to 850 le, the Lok

mark is  seats in order to imple- Sabha mied o be dis-
Sabha  ment 3% reservation  rupted over the -
for women after fresh  ton protests regarding pol-

aker Om Birla stare-
proceedings in the
moming by commemorat-
ing the anniversaries of the
bombing of Hircshima and
Nagasaki and members
stood in silence to pay tri-
bute to the victims.

over police action
against student protesters
on July 20.

Some members were al-
so seen displaying pla-
cards.
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After Jantar
Mantar, CJP
eyes national
footprint

MUMBAT

Less than two weeks after
ending its successf
tion at Jantar Mantar, the
Cockro. Janta  Party
(CIP) is ready to move to
the next level.

The group announced 2

Bombay HC convicts
Tarun Tejpal in 2013
sexual assault case

MUMBAT

The Boml H h Court on
Thirey e Toron
Tejpal, former edstor of Te-
helka magazine, in a 2013
sexual case and

drive, a public dialogue in-
itiative, and an expansion
plan, apart from naming ks
tional working com-
oy The announce-

ments made on
Thursday, at the end of &

two-day core committee
meeting at Chhatrapati
Sambhaji n
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‘Proposed deal will give Iran control of inbound strait traffic’

due to US. sanct

restrictive insurance claus-

ary war in lran,
the narrow waterway bet-
ween the Guif and The 1n-

1 Ocean was the main

and oth-
ex vit as freely
gpen o all ships with o
e G ontrol of the strat has
the biggest sticking
point in efforts to end the
conflict.
Under the latest propo-

Issue: Cargo svps and other

Ongoing
Abss in lran, AP

sal, Tehran would be able
0 intervene if necessary

with any inbound traffic,
while. buthoand  traffic
would follow a route bet-

ween Iran and Oman, with

otsfy-
ing Iran, a senior Iranian

vessels

el “safe
predicuably and without
unnecessary ment
B Tundamental 1o restiient
supply chains, economic
stability and energy securi-

Bandar

1", the world's leading

shipping associations said
in an open lester this week

introduct mpulso-
1y the
strait for transit or service
fees was ~a toll in all but
name”, the letter said,
which was sent 1o the UN'S

agency.
"N would establish a
precedent that could un-

scheme was adopted by
the UN's shipping agency
in 1968 with the agrecment

of countries in the region.
It created the current
ship routing system that
split  sailing  corridors
through Iranian and Oma-
ni waters. Iran is seeking
fees of between 5% and 7%
of the price of ca
from ships using the strait.
Oman is discussing fees

tions on the Persian Gulf
Strait  Authority, which
Iran set up in May 10 oper-

from Iran's government re.
Lat of

him to 10 years
of rigorous imprisontent.
The Goa Division Bench

kar set aside a trial cowrt's

2021 judgment that had ac-
quitted Tejpal. Terming the
rul

self in 3 certain way to ap-

pear c
The court ordered Tej-
al to surrender within
two weeks but extended &
a request.

Accor 0 the prose-
cution, Tejpal sexually as-
Saulted a junioe colleagrie
inside a hotel elevator in
2013 during an event or-
ganised by nagazine in

In its 81-page judgment,
the court expressed disap’
proval about the way the
defence the

safe p:-ssage*. Any pay-
ment could lead to asset
freezes, the industry soure-
es said.

A further complication
is the introduction in late
July by Lloyd's Market As-
Sociation of a clause for use
by war underwriters that
términates iInsurance cover
for a vessel i it has paid a

transit_fee for passage
thr the Serait  of
Hormuz.

Ships sailing through
the strait_need to pay an

tion of fees creates major
compliance issues given
the US. has imposed sanc-

P

war risk pmml—
um to ensure they have in-
surance if their ship is
damaged during transit.

complainant’s  personal
life. and noted that it found

“Stood firm®
The court said that the

Secution had established
its case “beyond every rea-
sonable doubt” and the
victim 100 had stood firm
n her sestimony.
rfect victim®
conmp(. more formally
known s an “ideal vietim®,
described an  unspoken

]

Tann Tejpal

cultural archetype where 3
person is n.n’ belseved.,

tion 354, the Court sen-
tenced him to one year of
rigorous  imprisonment
and a fine of T10,000. Un-

ment and a fine of 33,000
The sentences will run
concurrently.

The six-month custody
period previously served
D5 the accused will be ta-
ken into account, the

said. The not-
ed that there were no com-
plaints of misbehaviour oe
misconduct agsinst Tejpal
in prison.
(With inputs from PTD




DMK sets its terms to back delimitation Bill

These conditions come amid renewed efforts from government to reach out to the Opposition to secure numbers for the Bill; top DMK leader says govt. has not approached

them yet; though Centre doesn't have the two-thirds majority yet to push through a constitutional amendment, situation has changed since the Bill was introduced previously

Sandeep Phukan
Sobhana K. Nair

NEW DELHI

s the Narendra Mo-
A di government ex-
plores the possibili-

ty of bringing in a
constitutional amendment
Bill to carry out a fresh de-
limitation exercise, the
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (DMK) may consider
extending support if the
Centre revises the legisla-
tion that reached the Lok
Sabha in April with three
essential changes.

There is a freeze on Lok
Sabha seats based on the
1971 Census and this freeze
ends after the latest Cen-
sus, which is expected to
be completed in 2027. The
DMK wants the constitu-
tional freeze to remain for
another 25 years, while
amending the Constitution
to introduce a 50% blanket
increase in the Lok Sabha

seats for all States, which
was verbally promised by
Home Minister Amit Shah
when the legislative pack-
age aimed at bringing
about delimitation was ta-
bled in Parliament in April.

Additionally, the party
wants a Schedule of the
number of seats that each
State will have in the legis-
lative package, as per
sources in the DMK. A top
DMK leader said that the
government has not yet ap-
proached them on the is-
sue either “formally or in-
formally”. The party
maintains that it will take a
final call only after the
form and substance of the
Bills are known.

These conditions come
amid renewed efforts from
the Centre to reach out to
the Opposition, with Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju speaking to
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul

Terms for support

The DMK will support the NDA government’s delimitation Bill only
if the following conditions are met, according to sources

1. Afreeze on the

1971 Census as the basis
for delimitation

for another 25 years

2. Ablanket 50% increase
in Lok Sabha seats for

all States, as verbally
promised by Home
Minister Amit Shah when
the legislative package to
bring about delimitation
was introduced in
Parliament in April

oy

3. A Schedule of the number of
seats that each State will have in the
legislative package

Gandhi again on Thursday.
“I had a productive conver-
sation with Rahul Gandhi. I
have made a request on a
few specific issues and also
discussed other matters.
We expect continuous
communication with the
Congress and other Oppo-
sition parties,” he said.

He had met Mr. Gandhi
on Wednesday too, during
which the Congress lead-

ers are said to have reiterat-
ed their opposition to any
constitutional amendment
to carry out delimitation.
Though the government
doesn’t have the two-thirds
majority yet to push
through a constitutional
amendment, the political
situation has changed
since April 17, when the
Constitution (131st Amend-
ment) Bill was defeated on

the floor of the House. The
numerical strength of the
INDIA bloc has since vastly
changed.

Numbers in Parliament

In the present 540-mem-
ber Lok Sabha, the two-
thirds majority mark is
360, and if 22 Lok Sabha
members of the DMK vote
for the Bill, the govern-
ment’s strength would go
up to 346. While the go-
vernment would still be
short of 14 MPs, the thresh-
old changes if there are ab-
stentions during the pro-
ceedings. If the
government brings the Bill
to the Rajya Sabha, it will
find it easier to reach the
two-thirds majority mark.
In the Rajya Sabha, if all
244 members are present
for voting, the government
will need 164 votes. The
BJP-led National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA) currently
has 158 MPs.

Home Minister Amit
Shah had earlier said that
once it is assured of the
numbers, the government
would once again bring the
constitutional amendment
Bill to increase the strength
of the Lok Sabha to 850
seats in order to imple-
ment the 33% reservation
for women after fresh
delimitation.

Since April, the govern-
ment has secured the sup-
port of 20 rebel Trinamool
Congress MPs, who are
now part of the National Ci-
tizens Party of India
(NCPI), and six Shiv Sena
MPs who had switched
sides from the Uddhav
Thackeray faction to the
Eknath Shinde-led faction.

On Friday, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will be
hosting NCPI and Shiv Se-
na MPs for a breakfast
meeting.

In anticipation of the de-
limitation and the Foreign

Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment (FCRA) Bills
coming up next week, the
Congress is all set to issue a
three-line whip, asking its
members to be present in
Parliament next week.
Meanwhile, the Lok
Sabha continued to be dis-
rupted over the Opposi-
tion protests regarding pol-
ice action against students.
Speaker Om Birla start-
ed the proceedings in the
morning by commemorat-
ing the anniversaries of the
bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki and members
stood in silence to pay tri-
bute to the victims.
Thereafter, Opposition
MPs began raising slogans,
demanding the presence
of Mr. Shah in the House
over the police action
against student protesters
on July 20.
Some members were al-
so seen displaying pla-
cards.



What is delimitation?

Delimitation means redrawing parliamentary and Assembly constituencies and deciding how many seats

each State gets, broadly based on population.

India has effectively kept the inter-State allocation of Lok Sabha seats frozen on the basis of the 1971

Census for decades. This was intended to ensure that States which successfully controlled population

growth were not politically penalised.

The constitutional freeze is linked to the first Census conducted after 2026. With Census 2027
approaching, the question of how seats will eventually be redistributed has become politically important.

DMK's three conditions

DMK condition

1. Continue the 1971 Census-

based freeze for another 25 years

2. Increase Lok Sabha seats by
50% for every State

3. Give a State-wise seat schedule

What it means

States should not lose their
relative representation because of

population differences

Instead of redistributing the
existing seats, substantially

expand the House

The legislation should specify
exactly how many seats every
State will receive

Why DMK wants it @)

Protects States such as Tamil Nadu that achieved lower

fertility/population growth

Allows growing States to receive additional MPs without

necessarily cutting southern States' representation

Prevents uncertainty and allows States to assess the

impact before supporting the Bill



Hypothetical Tamil Nadu Uttar Pradesh Political
approach consequence
Current allocation 39 80 Existing balance

Could receive
relatively fewer
seats

Pure population
redistribution

Expand House while
protecting existing
representation

Existing seats
protected + some
Increase

Could receive South's relative
substantially influence declines
more sharply

Both gain seats,
Larger increase although relative
possible power can still
change

\

/
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Present Lok Sabha strength considered
Two-thirds majority

NDA strength

Rebel Trinamool Congress MPs reportedly supporting government

Shiv Sena (UBT) MPs reportedly supporting government

Potential strength
DMK MPs

Potential strength if DMK supports




ltem

Present Lok Sabha strength considered
Two-thirds majority

NDA strength

Rebel Trinamool Congress MPs reportedly supporting
government

Shiv Sena (UBT) MPs reportedly supporting government

Potential strength
DMK MPs
Potential strength if DMK supports




* Census - Delimitation =
Redrawing constituencies =
Women's reservation implemented




Argument supporting population-based Southern States'/DMK concern

delimitation

Every citizen's vote should have roughly States shouldn't be punished for controlling
comparable representation population

High-population States are currently Political influence would shift heavily toward
relatively underrepresented northern States

Current allocation reflects population

Population control was itself a national polic
patterns from decades ago P policy

Delimitation restores demographic Federalism requires protecting States as
proportionality political units
Larger population should logically mean Population alone ignores governance and

more representatives demographic performance
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Agni-4 medium-range ballistic
missile test-fired from Odisha

The medism-range ballistse nissile Agni- was
successfully westired from the Integrated Test

Range a1 Chandipur, Odisha, on Tharsday, with
the launch validaring all operaional asd
rechnical crers. The test was carrbed out

Linder the aegls of Strategls Fareas Comnmand,

The Defence Manisery sabi. The sicceasfl laurch
the missile’s readiness

and confirmed that all eritical systems performed

medium-range ballistic missile capable of
i nal payloads.

Govt. opposes income-based
creamy layer in SC/ST quotas

1o scheduled

it tells SC:

petitions that cited certair

Judicial precedent has dlarified thar the con is mot i

maost schemes have a means test ensuring ‘benefits percolate to those who deserve them it adds
Alslxi

e DaL

pposing a hatch of
petitions in the Su-

the

STs), on the lines of the
system In place for the O«
Clas:

(DBC). the Undorn mv:l‘l!

udi

e fsas ar |
cial precedents lad clar
Bed that the ~principle

SC refuses bail to Asaram
allows caretaker of his choice
on Thursday

refused to grant
Erotnds so selfstyled
- bur peemeteed hiim o SREATE &

Eodman
vk of it Chloe lm- |u|n|.d<l|.=—|Judc

medical assistarce in Jail. O May 27, Rapaathan
piesd thi lie setaics infosed o

2 For sscally asssing a minor
dewvoree at his Jodhpur ashram in 2003, A Bench
af Justices M.M. Sundresh and P.B. Varale took on
record 2 medical report on Asaram’s health
condition. The report conduded whils he did not
Fequire hospitalisation, le pay eed medic
R o e S L i Mhiry 1o
Sk trterion relbel f bis condition deteriorared.

et

lm[T:Er_mId the

sem.
The stand comes after
e apex court i February
issued a natice an the peti
Hons. The court had also
o the Centre 1o file an
Action Taken Report after

Mosdification of
reservarion prolicy.
particularly o introduce
ncome-hased preference
W |IIIIIr‘IJN:‘.\I.'I"-4."d O

Hiah

5 inclucing
e clzta of

pegory beneficiaries
UNBON GOVERNTEENT

the Supreme Court  cial equality and justice,
decision that paved the overcome b cal disad:
way for sub-categorisation  war and d.ISLrlnuus
amone the SCs and STs Fon, ensure economic em-

Mo such report appears  powerment and upbliment
1o e hean flod with thia o
alfidavit Thia, ari) proesate their tn-

clusive  participatson
education, publlc:ervh.es
and dectsion-making pro

“Need holistic review”
1n s submission

cesses”.
Further, the vern
enend has said dsat the cor

neither raises a
issue  nor
ses the violation of
¥ Fundamental right un-
dgrlheoonssu.l

uq;mmg Lo ar or ex-
lusion of creamy laver in
the quota for sTs

merely marde 3 reference to
e creamy Layer concept.
which appeared o be a
“peneral observation™ wit
Tepards to reservaions for
OBCs.

The memt that a
creamy layer concepe for
SC and ST reservations
shoudd be introdisced
picked up pace after the
2034 judgment by @ seven-

W
Judge Bench in State of
iracher Sirgh

way mo identify o creamy
layer for the SCs and 5Ts
gen i the crinaria for this

mtificabon was different
oyt it

g
ment liad ghven sancrion i

linmzwldnls pnn.q, ' of sub-

o-econo It wens oa b sy that the
ey |=s=rurd categary  petitioners had Sndulged
benediciar in of facrs

okl the makn objec el with the intension of

Enislesdin court
The Ministry was fefes-
ring w certain pares of the

tive: of the reservation poli-
<y for the SC, ST and OBC
Eroups was 10 -achbeve so

SC and ST gu-
otas, the Centre lhas bee

unclear on its take o
wielding this powes a1 the
nasonal bevel

Panel grills Defence

Ministry on payment
delay, hospital lapses

TEW DELIT

The Public Accounts Com-
e (PAC) of Parliament,
bueacded by senioy Congress
leader KO Venugopal,

questicned dle Defence
Ministry on the repors of
the Comptrolles Avsi-
tor-General  €CAG)Y lhxl
cinted 1o i

¥3 in paymient disburse-

examined the functioning
of Principal Controller of
Defence Ot
ers) and 46 Pay A

counes Dffices, which man-

K. Verugerpal

downe collapsed i Jume
2022 after awdits were
skipped.  The  panel
pressed the Ministry on ac-
T ind sk witeshes
spse, and asked whether
oficers whe |

an average It took 65 1o 30
days Lo process payments.
ix lakh orders were
Fejetted manualy witho
recosded  reasons,  and
SO0EAE personnel were de
nied the Risk and Fardship
Allowance because the re-
jected orders wesr un
tracked. The retirement
sertlement process alsa
came under seruti
'O milizary haspitals,
the asdit coversd 19 Eacili-
ties and two medical ssore

depots betwesn  ZOI-L8
and 2021-22. Parts of a mil-
imary hospital in Lans

comfirmarion that

2l mquigment Bl cer.

cation. O

Py, sudited depots o
275 o 43% of hosp

ve Ministry said sever-
al  corrective  measures
were under way, ncluding
a new IT integration mo-
dule and a draft Cabinet
panel on Secusity note for
hospital modernisation.

BCI asks varsities to inspect law
colleges, bars weekend classes

Seibam Rock:
NEW DELHI

The Bar Council of India
(BCD has direcred all un
iversities to physseally in
speet al ]

stinuent law colle

e BOI directs universiies b
submit s repert in s wesks

pliance repors wishin six
weeks. It has also ordered
an. o weekend, even
g, and shift-based low  full-time faculty. sdeguate
programmes used 1o over-  infrastructure and  mea-
come shortages of chass-  nigrul practical orammdng.
ns, faculty, and other  the BCI sal
infrastrscture. The directions follow a
I a circular July 26 judgment af the
Tuesday, the BCI asked  Andbra  Pradesh  High
Vice-Chancellors,  Regis Cowrt in AR Smires cn-ru—
traen sl henddn of bew Sa-  clem: echorussioe e
culties to conduc i Pradess
henshwe inapections e court held that
pranting or cominuing affi nPeersities e a contims
Eation. ~The object is 501 ing duty to ensure thar law
o disrupe genuine instit-  colleges comply

ssused on

tons or pr st minkmam standards pre
dents, but to ensure that  scribed ander the Rul
every Legal E mmn_ualmo\»

recos
nised for enralment as an

ron to instinutions thar il
to myeer thase standards.
Thow TOT cab T sl
£ cemnor tun coursis
through mornin, ever
vt v nr
shiftbased schedules
compensate
uate infrascructure.
arrangements, it said, di-
bute the regular charscter
of legal education  and
must stop imesediately.

Verify 3
Imspection  teams
buen asked fo verify land
records, sroowms, B
braries, moot coure halls,
legal asd clinics, sports fa-
cilities and statuory clea
rances. They st slsa ex
amine faculty
appointments, reachessi-
dent  rarios, and arten
nee records. Tr warned
that failure to carry out
proper inspections or al

Starvation pushing
mother to kill child a
‘collective failure™ HHIC

5 In s order, the court
AHMEDABAD

Thhe Gujarat Figh Coust has
raneed regular bail 1o a N
Surar woman accused of  shelter. It observed that
beating her two-year-old  when starvation pushes a
daughter to death, observ.  mather [0 Such an ex-
irgg thiat the case treme. the failure expends
brtiacier Exlliire of the state

and sociery to protect vul
nerable familses from bun-

I
beyond the individual Lo
society as o w

The court sasd the inei-
dent undesscored  shore

the nursition,
heaith and wellare of chil
dren and ather vilneralsle
sections. Describing  the
case a reminder that

incident  should not
viewed solely as an isdivic
dual crime but as a reflec-
son.

Loweng withenut
walla ‘spprovals weuld in-

advecate is earmed through
teaching.  qualified

wite action Audva-

cares Act amnd the Rulbes of
Legal Education.

ings in ensuring access o hunger is not mesely an
ic necessities economic issue but one in-
food,  healthcare  and  wolvisg human dignity and
gty Justice. it sakd the wragedy
to the prose-  should  pron reater

cusian, Ms_sala:llu compassion and renewed
by efforts o ensure that no
T L EREATE  Caiieer e it suatters b

peatedly asked for food. canse of starvation.

Laggards among States need
hand-holding, says Sitharaman

The Hinds Burean
EW DELHI

10 a renewed push for e
idea of federalsm, Fimanee
Minister Mirmala Sithara-
man on o said In.
dia needs every State to be
“strang”, and that ~lag-

rd” States need to be m-

ven “ewery lsand-folding”
o they can improve.

At the same time, the
country  alio needs a
strong Centre to am
defence, exports and ma-
nufacturing, which a few
States canmot take care of
Tor the whale counry, she
added.

1serongly believe Stases
hawe ta be strong,” she said
in response to a qu=-suo||
on Centre-State relations.
“1strongly believe Stazes
have 1o be helped. 1 also
strongly believe laggards
among States will have o

hesitare wo say the face, bt
they have to be pulled up”
Ms. Sitharaman,

was spe:

aking at e Dadia
Policy Forum 2026 argan-
ised by the Mational Coun
cil of Applied Economic
Research, said. “It canmot
be that same States can do
well and some otbsers can

remain where they are...
Wie have wo give them every
hand halding to get tsem
o be back”

“Mot suificient
However, the Finance Mi-

© ied & Cantre
wwiibch Isas the resources o
take care of the defence of
this country. which takes

care of having a policy
which will enable exports
will crable man
facnuring,” s
“It cannot be kelt 1o the

[r—

Ms. Sitharaman said e
country peeds 3 Cestre
that can set “all the clear

that parts of this mul:[l\'
thar have remained unde
Gevelaped for 3 lang fime
are belped to-catch up with
the ress of the

—So. there is a role for

carmot be plaved by one or
two States,” sle sabd.

ut ver. unless the
Staves, and 1 mean each
one of them, are smpo-
Cired and iven e re
sorces  an iiven
thouglits sbout how cagac-

ity e e budlt, the aspies-
tions of India cannot be
mer,” the Finance Ministes
added

ACROSS
1- Place bicame cold ail around (6]
. German dogs mainky run and jump (€0
8 el 380 Mching o sormme axbamrt (5,27
4. Say, king and ore sce — not essentially queen of hearts

T
11, Cust and edit centre page (10

14866

Pty

12 Retuming fram Yugoslavia too? [4)
13 Aeticle desribes ongins of reumatic arafacal pain (5)
14 Spocmers principal gets some sweet treats (8]

15 Lawes, say, broken by trade unin 2t the anset of strike

1 Drafe is carectly read aut [S]
2 R goes fast. up and down? (4.3)

ing good source of autrition (%)
5 Ta see this spot, used a telescope (5]

3 Order foad contal

Sahve this purle online and
access mone pusres at

e 2 car, aut of gas (5)
iful, and kept unpolluted for starters [4)

23 b Breneficiaries ane always LMeT (100

Z2 A enclased space over and slongside houses (T)

24 Bit of wire on the countertop? (7}

25 @ae leeing rom dresdhl regime (£)

26 Tense day in an American compary (2,4

SUDOKL
-~

Ceross s

8

W

A

FAITH
-

Five principles for liberation

The Five Principles, cal
reachings

6

olols N

5

8

o e

DIFFICULT

& Humanitacian aid r-c=|ycn'v=rs UP state [T}

T What a ground:

1% Tea is served often in

21w

22 Inretraspect. greed or envy ivices| destray slowly (51

requires is sotd aroul
161, Micrws s ot bcles pitched? (4,5

i prieate mesting (4-1-4)
15 A i for one perhaps bo take a little nap: (5]
17. Setter's opening tactic primary gvertun
12 Like sorme nuts, detes, or bananas? (71

Salution ta previeus pursle

¥ RATING: v e

il cormer (5,1}

red a disaster {T)

Solution to yesterday's Sudaku
41 7|56 2]9/3 8
63 S189l4 27
29 8[3/T 4|65 1
72 9/a[1 6|5/8.3
8|5 4|79 3168 2
36 1/825|784
sla 2le[4l7[31 9]
9|7 3|2(5/1|8/4 6
1a6lea8lz7s

initiation into the Rahasye
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The first wnmlpaensmm
preme Being. Srisman Narayana is
and the wery embodiment of
e (rara). He alome is the ultimate cause, sus-
uler of the entire universe.
The second principle, fiva Suarupd,
The soul is distinet from the bo-

He Is eternal, unchanging,
bk

rure of the individual soul.

led Astha Parch,

ot every seeker of lieration should kr
Desika Srinivass Thathachariar sad s
Is necessary before @ person can receive

Svaruga,

ki, are the cose
adiscourse that un-

. the three sacred se-

ors .
se nature of tse Su-
‘the Supreme Brabhman

ses the na-

Ay, mind, and senses. Its essential natire is Lo serve as e
stucial servant (esha) of e Lord. The third principle s

Svarupa, the esser

e of e mrseans Lo attin

Lipayr
the Suprems Lord. The way to lberarion i hictes Sidedin.

ve already achieve
practice, such as Biskri Yo
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Vaibaumneha, leaves behind b= sul

paya, means consisting of te Lord
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tle body, rejgains eigi di-
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Lord forever i His divine home. The fifth ancd fmal princ-

ple ks Vieodhi Sva
went e

rispa the nature of abatacles that pre-

des the

sce of an Acharya,

-
pphisk progresses
wishnu

owards moksha and service a1 lanis feet of Lord
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Agni-4 medium-range ballistic

missile test-fired from Odisha

The medium-range ballistic missile Agni-4 was
successfully test-fired from the Integrated Test
Range at Chandipur, Odisha, on Thursday, with
the launch validating all operational and
technical parameters. The test was carried out
under the aegis of Strategic Forces Command,
the Defence Ministry said. The successful launch
demonstrated the missile’s operational readiness
and confirmed that all critical systems performed
in line with expected parameters, the Ministry
said. Agni-4 is an indigenously developed
medium-range ballistic missile capable of
delivering conventional and nuclear payloads.




Aspect

Type

Developer

Country

Approx. range
Launch platform
Propulsion

Payload
Nuclear-capable
Operational control
Latest test location in article

Main purpose of test

Agni-4
Medium/Intermediate-range ballistic missile
DRDO, India

India IN

~4,000 km

Road-mobile launcher
Two-stage, solid fuel
Conventional or nuclear
Yes

Strategic Forces Command
ITR, Chandipur, Odisha

Validate operational & technical parameters



Missile

Prithvi-II
Agni-I

Agni-ll

Agni-Ill

Agni-IV

Agni-V

Agni-P

Approx. range

~350 km
~700-900 km

~2,000 km+

~3,000-3,500 km

~4,000 km

5,000 km+

~1,000—-2,000 km

Broad significance

Short-range
Short/intermediate regional reach

Medium range
Longer strategic reach

Long-range regional strategic
deterrence

Intercontinental-class strategic
reach by common classification
thresholds/near-ICBM strategic
category

New-generation, more mobile
system




Component

Land

Air

Sea

Examples
Agni series

Nuclear-capable aircraft

Arihant-class SSBNs +
submarine-launched
ballistic missiles

Purpose

Mobile/fixed land-based
deterrence

Flexible delivery option

Survivable second-strike
capability



Feature

Range
Propulsion
Stages

Nuclear capable

Mobility

Strategic role

Technology generation

Agni-4
~4,000 km
Solid fuel
2

Yes

Road-mobile

Regional/long-range
deterrence

Earlier

Agni-5

5,000+ km

Solid fuel

3

Yes

Highly mobile/canisterised

India's longest-range
operational strategic
deterrence

More advanced
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= Business R
SN Govt. okays 23,371 cr. | RBI tags Tata Sons NBFC-UL,

LIC Q1 net at 13492 cr. up

23% on

mium. business

Life Insurance Corporation of India’s (LIC's)
e

nes prof

2281% y:

21,27,250 crore. CEO and MD R.Doraiswamy said

GOBARdhan scheme

The National Circular Bioenergy Scheme

res to raise local

of CBG by tenfold. mobilise private investments on a large scale

NEW DELISI

he Union cabinet
Y TR

tional Circubar
Bicenergy Scheme - GO-
BARdhan, plnlelnnlng
223 .731-crore
the growth of compeemed
biogas (CBG).

lespite i life
LIC was able to maintain leadership in individual
and group business during the quarter.

Mist D:

PO

Milky Mist Dairy IPO opens
on Aug. 11 at ¥133-140/share

Milky Mist

Dairy Food Ltd. set price band of

33-140/share for its 7,553-crore initial public

0) opening for

on August

11 The IPO comprises freah {ssue of equity shares
an Offer F

agpreguing up toTLAm o
Sale (OFS) of uj

Rathaam, CEO,

25 crore.
Cold The Hiindu apnu o e TPO arls woild B

towards cf

and the rest

biogas plant st

The
<currently processes sbout 50 torne of biodegradable waste a day.

The programme would
involve the use of agricul-
tural residue, cartle dung.

offtake. 3 ed pric- 2 press mad, municipal
ing, capital subsidies, organic waste and other
by ine infras.  biomass to produce com-
tructure and easier access  pressed biogas. which can
#o finance. the Centr be blended into CNG used

and also

hul!ed the 1dlexna
ould seek. to tmpart a
“strong and predictable
framework” o fuel the up-
tick of the CBG ecosystem.

pcped natural gas (PNG).

Three imperatives
Welcoming govern-
ment initiative, A-R. Shuk-

la, President of the Indian
Biogas Association uu m
scheme

pressure mounts for listing

MUMBA

The Reserve Bank of Indis
(RBD released a list of 17
large (upper layer or UL)
non-banking finance com-
panies (NBFCs), which in-
cluded Tata Sons subject-
ing them to enhanced
regulatory norms for at
least five years and manda-
tory listing within three
years of identification.
nking regulator
released the list of NEFCs,

tive price, assured offtake
and capital support -
aongh by he dusry.
“This scheme delivers
all three,” he said, adding,
~moving from 300 operat-
ing plants towards 5,000
{plants] will create lakls of

rural jobs. Industry must
respond with speed, quali-
ty and discipline.”

NEFC-ULs is withous pre-
Judice to the outcome of &5
application for de-registra-

ich der exam-

of the RBI and get listed.

5 released the bs of NBFCs
categorized 3= Upper Layer.

Last year, following repeat-
ed demands for its listing

identify the NBFCs in the
Upper Layer.

i3 m i
o rod Smptian Faliey

in Tata Sons, had b-:cl de-
manding the listing 1o re-

lease the capital blocked in

tty. Al T

Sons is owned by charita-

ble trusts and many Tata

Truses ermstens reportedly
s listing.

supported i

Other
Other companies that fi-
£ume tn the et are RECLed,
Power Finance Corpora-
tion Lxd., Indian Ralfways
Fina poration
Lzd, Baj . Shriram
Finance, Tata Qpllal LiC

Finance, Muthoot Finance,
{ditya Birla Capital. Hous-
ing &

polzmn Miahingra Fi
encial Services, LET FL
nance, Bajaj Housing Fi-
nance, Financial
Services and Piramal Fi-
nance. All of these are list-
ed except for Tata Sons.
per the RBI's frame-
work of Scale Based
lation, the UL would
prise NBFCs specifically
annually by it as
regu-

identified
warranting enhanced
latory requirements.

Singapore sm»ﬂt@x fund Temasek invested 482
crore in the firm in May, taking a 5% stake.

Lumina Datamatics acquires
100% stake of TNQTech

Lumina Datamatics which is into content, retail
"

expertise
and reach in scholarly publis]

‘Oil cargoes from Russian Black Sea ports down two-thirds’

CHENNAL

Ukraine-Russia con-
s has tod 1o 5 6% cut i
padix o, .ol cargos
from Russian
ports in the kst cwo weeks,
said Bimco, a leading shi-
powners association.
Thon Russia’s  Baltic
ports have the major share
of India’s crude imports

from Russia, Black Sea
ports provide same 30% of
Russian imports. In June.
over of India’s crude

ysk terminal that supplied
.7 million barrels/day to
India in June. India’s oil im-
need is S million ba
rels/day. “Crude supplies

are secured till month end.

bly from atiscks bo(h
belligerents.
July 25 lndden( ale szﬂl u~

ported missing.
India has year-to-date
single las des-

Ka, a large-scale maritime
drome campaign starting
with Russialinked ship-

ping in the Sea of Azov. Uk-
raine says it is atmed at dis-

Sea on July 15. By July
28, Ukraine claimed over

vious four weeks, he says.

July auto retail sales surged
26% to almost 26 lakh units

MUMBAL

n July, Indian automobile

side COVID-distorted base
year ederation of
Auxuxnnblle Dealers Asso-
clations (1 i

r s M W
based with wheeled con-

25.
cles (CV) up 24%, passen-

the highest for any month

Commercial Vehicle recails at
99,666 units grew 24%. FEUTERS

in hls(or¥ mith 2w and
CVEV Yok a record,
« EV growth
rate aboul 127% from

FADA
said, “July etched fself oo
Indian auto recail histor,

for the first thme on record;
every single category post-

od ts best-ever July with
two- and three-wheel
Cvs, PVs, tractors :uld

vheeled construction
ui nt all at all-time
S

GST 2.0 momentum
“Dealers attribute this mo-

a quiet
inflection that deserves the
industry’s attention: altes-
native hin
striking distance of petrol
in the PV markee.” be sasd

“With F¥27's first four
months EV retail sales
18.27%, the runway into
the festive season is firmly
intace.” he added.

Hobaon s choice

Out of reach: Vendors sck second hiand garments spread on the ground at the open s mmeec et city of Calarasi, Romarsa. Az the

castern European
of

inflation in

which

m i decisions

0 cut are

, almos 11% in May, severat buyers

SEBI plans
revamp of
securities

lending

NEW DELHI

Markets regulator SEBI is
planning to revamp securs-
ties lending and borrowing
framework and undertake
a pilot project on tokeniss
500 of corporate boads us-

sl.n:plll)ing procedural re-
quirements leveraging
technology W ease the
compliance burden.

Taxation bill passed
in the Lok Sabha

NEW DELHE

The Taxation and other
(Amendment) Bill,

d
IT exemption to interest
income and capital gains
made by FPIs from invest-

om
K

The bill would allow merchant
ons.

ments in G-Secs.

The Bill proposes tw re-
move the lnkage becween
the Payment and Sette-
ment Systems Act and the
Incomse Tax Act an a

10 the govern-

and RuPay card transac-
tions. The move could al-
low merchant charges on
select UPI transactions.

Sugar mills
to advance
cane crushing
schedule
Jhe Hindu Bureau
COMBATORE

mills will stare ope-

ating 1015 d;
s
oy el tor the

Bajaj General, Swiss Re arm ink
commercial insurance MoU

Swiss Re arm gives gions increasingly expect

HYDERABAD insurers to ne deep
Jocal market expertise with

Bajaj General Insurance global  capabilities

Jormerly Bajaj  Allianz )

Gener. to qlncn.hesald.

ny) e Swiss Re Corporate
Solutions have signed a
f under-

sugar

Season to ensure adequate
availabilicy of sugar during

the festival season.
meeting held with

lhe Joint Secretary
 tnonth, the Tdtan St
gu and Bio-energy Manu-
and

o
standing (Mol) to explore
a

critical for the Indian eco-
nomy, inchuding high-tech

porate So-
Katbmans whtlch 15 the core:
mercial msurance arm of
Swiss Re Group. provides

partership

jees
ments and applicable regu-
latory requirements, aims

the National of

w© ge Re Corpo-

son.” the associations said.

rate
form

sec-
tors. 1t s also proposed to

risk
es ranging from propercy

Coal India forays
into iron ore mining

NEW DELHI

State-owned CIL emerged
as the preferred bidder for
e iron ore

local production of

minerals and secure raw

material supply chains for

the steel sector, which is

central 1o the country’s in-
and

block in Odisha, markin,
the counery's lagest coal
miner’s foray into iron ore
mining.

Coal India Led. (CIL) s
mainly engaged in mining

of u-
rance programmes for In-
dian i

and
accounts for over S0% of

abroad.
“India is the fastest-
growing major commercial
ket in the

plat
and develop structured in-
surance solutions for the
Indian market

Underwriting expertise
The plan is to provide un-
der expertise in
lines of business that are

world and we are explos-

o
ments like credic and sure-
ty and alterna-
tive risk transfer solutions
like captives and paramet-
ric insurance.

We aim (o support In-
dian co s wherever
they do business and help

turing ambici
"The block is at the G3 ex-

miltion tonne, CIL sasd in &
fidin BSE.
A G3 exploration

stage
is a mineral mining
ares undergoing prelimin-

awarded on an
S6114.05% of the

tions navigate risks effec
m:ly i India” Bajaj Gen-
e

lutions CEO Ivan Gonzalez.

Multinational corpors-

director and CEO Tapan
Singhel said.

value of
dispatched.

CiL's entry into iron ore
mining aligns with the go-
vernment’s push to boost

. |

sealler target zones identi-
fied durtng broad re

vy, g | Soer
spaced  sampling,

ping. piting, and initial
core drilling to estimate
mineral content.

The block has been
awarded 1o the PSU by the
Government of Odisha.

¢ ame




Govt. okays 323,371 cr.
GOBARdhan scheme

The National Circular Bioenergy Scheme aspires to raise local production

of CBG by tenfold, mobilise private investments on a large scale

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

he Union cabinet
T approved the Na-
tional Circular

Bioenergy Scheme - GO-
BARdhan, provisioning
%23,731-crore to catalyse
the growth of compressed
biogas (CBG).

The GOBARdhan (Galva-
nising Organic Bio-Agro
Resources Dhan) outlay, to
be in place until FY2035-36
seeks to raise local com-
pressed biogas production
almost tenfold via assured
offtake, administered pric-
ing, capital subsidies,
boosting pipeline infras-
tructure and easier access
to finance, the Centre said.

The government em-
phasised the scheme
would seek to impart a
“strong and predictable
framework” to fuel the up-
tick of the CBG ecosystem.

Energy security: THe compress;éd biogas plant at Brahmapuram

currently processes about 50 tonne of biodegradable waste a day.

The programme would
involve the use of agricul-
tural residue, cattle dung,
sugar industry waste such
as press mud, municipal
organic waste and other
biomass to produce com-
pressed biogas, which can
be blended into CNG used
in automobiles and also
piped natural gas (PNG).

Three imperatives
Welcoming the govern-
ment initiative, A.R. Shuk-

la, President of the Indian
Biogas Association said the
scheme addresses three
imperatives — remunera-
tive price, assured offtake
and capital support -
sought by the industry.

“This scheme delivers
all three,” he said, adding,
“moving from 300 operat-
ing plants towards 5,000
[plants] will create lakhs of
rural jobs. Industry must
respond with speed, quali-
ty and discipline.”




Parameter

Scheme

Approved outlay

Duration

Main objective

Production ambition

Current operating plants mentioned

Industry ambition mentioned
Inputs

Main output
CBG use

Government support

Wider benefits

Details

National Circular Bioenergy Scheme — GOBARdhan
X23,371 crore

Up to FY 2035-36

Expand domestic CBG production

Nearly 10-fold increase

~300

Towards 5,000 plants

Cattle dung, crop residue, press mud, municipal organic waste,
other biomass

Compressed Biogas (CBG)
Vehicle fuel + blending/use with CNG/PNG systems

Assured offtake, administered pricing, capital subsidies,
pipeline infrastructure and easier finance

Energy security, waste management, lower emissions and rural
employment



* What exactly is CBG?
* Organic material such as:

* Cattle dung + crop residue + food/municipal
organic waste + sugar-industry press mud

e undergoes anaerobic digestion and produces
biogas.

* Raw biogas contains mainly methane along
with CO, and impurities. After purification and

compression, methane-rich gas becomes
Compressed Biogas (CBG).

* |In simplified form:

* Organic waste - Anaerobic digestion =
Eg\év biogas - Purification > Compression -

* CBG can substitute for fossil-based natural
gas in several applications.



Industry problem

Investors uncertain about who will buy
CBG

Uncertainty over commercially viable
prices

High initial plant cost
Difficulty transporting gas
Difficulty obtaining project finance

Feedstock/waste-management
challenge

Scheme response

Assured offtake

Administered/remunerative pricing

Capital support/subsidies
Pipeline infrastructure support
Easier access to finance

Structured use of agricultural and
organic waste



e HEALTH

Talcum powder causes cancer? Not always, but use with caution

Rinku Ghosh & Purnima Sah
New Delhi, Mumbai, August 6

JOHNSON & JOHNSON (J&J) recently
agreed to pay billions of dollars to settle law-
suits alleging that its talcum powder prod-
ucts caused ovarian cancer and other ill-
nesses because they contained asbestos, a
known carcinogen. The company has con-
sistently denied that its talc products were
unsafe and says the settlement isintended
to end years of costly litigation.

In 2020, J&J stopped selling talc-based
baby powder in the US and Canada. In
2023, it discontinued talc-based baby
powder globally, replacing it with a corn-
starch-based formulation.

Whatis the scientific consensus on
the link between talcum powder and
ovarian cancer?

The International Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC) classifies talc, not con-
taining asbestos, as “probably” carcino-
genic to humans, based on limited evi-
dence in humans and sufficient evidence
in animal studies. But there isn’t enough
evidence to support that talc is a “definite”
carcinogen for ovarian cancer, said Dr Gau-

ravi Mishra, Deputy Director, Centre for
Cancer Epidemiology (CCE), Tata Memor-
ial Centre, Mumbai. “Prospective cohort
studies... have generally not shown a stat-
istically significant increase in risk for ovar-
ian cancer,” she said.

How can asbestos contaminate talc?

Talcand asbestos are naturally occurring
silicate minerals that may co-form within
the same geological deposits. “Contamina-
tion of talc with asbestos isdependent onthe
mine of origin and the rigour of ore screen-
ing, and is not an inherent property of the
consumer talc product itself. Mining of as-
bestos is banned in India. Existing tests are
not sensitive enough to reliably exclude
trace asbestos contamination. Hence, there
isnostandardised testing method currently
recommended by any regulatory body,” said
Dr Ashwin Sathyan, senior resident, Depart-
ment of Preventive Oncology, CCE.

Should talc users be concerned?
Thereisnocause foralarm amonglong-
term users of talcum powder. This position
isconsistent across IARC and independent
reviews. “Prior use should notbe attributed
asthe cause of any currentsymptomswith-

Asbestosand
talc: Thelink

® Talcand asbhestos
are naturally occur-
ring silicate minerals
that may co-form
within the same geo-
logical deposits.

® Contamination of
talc with ashestosis
dependent onthe
mine of origin and
therigour of ore
screening, and is not
aninherent property
of the consumertalc
product itself.

outappropriate clinical evaluation. Women
with a family history of ovarian or breast
cancer are advised to discuss this concern
with their physician,” said Dr Mishra.

Arethere any guidelines onits use?

No major regulatory or scientific body
hasissued a prohibition on talcum powder
use on any body part, including the genital
area. “Butits use on open wounds or sensi-
tive skin is not recommended, as it may
lead to irritation or mineral toxicity,” said
Dr Mishra. Regulatory policy in India is still
under development and scrutiny, she said.

There are more caveats on its use. Dr
Pralhad Rathod, professorand HOD, derma-
tology at JJ Hospital, Mumbali, said that
body powder should be avoided altogether
for babies, especially near the nose and the
mouth. He also said it should be avoided by
individuals with asthma or chronic respir-
atory diseases; on raw, broken, inflamed, or
infected skin; when there is an undiagnosed
genital rash; where the powder repeatedly
cakeswith sweat and increases friction; and
in poorly ventilated areas.

“Talc is not a reason for panic but it is
also not an indispensable personal care
product. Given the remaining uncertainty,

the prudent approach is to choose a trace-
able, talc-free product where a powder is
genuinely needed,” said Dr Usha Khemani,
associate professor of dermatology, JJ Hos-
pital, Mumbai.

Cornstarch-based powders are a reason-
able substitute, being free of any asbestos-
contamination pathway. “They aren’t linked
in literature to ovarian cancer risk. Body
powders of either type are best avoided on
broken or irritated skin, on post-surgical or
post-partum wounds, and in infants, where
inhalation risk is highest,” said Dr Mishra.

Are India-made talcs safe?

Available India-specific data is limited
and in its early stages. “Tremolite asbestos
was found in seven of 13 commercially avail-
able Indian talc products tested, and an ear-
lier Indian Institute of Toxicology Research
report similarly identified asbestos fibresin
five Indian brands,” said Dr Sathyan.

The IARC hazard classification is not a
calculation of the risk from the occasional
personal use. “This means that under cer-
tain exposure circumstances, the substance
is capable of causing cancer; it does not
mean that every user — or even most users
— will develop cancer,” says Dr Rathod.




Talc
Naturally occurring silicate mineral

Used in powders/cosmetics and industrial
applications

Talc deposits can occur geologically near
asbestos

Talc itself is not the same thing as asbestos

Contamination is possible depending on
source/mining

Asbestos

Group of naturally occurring fibrous silicate
minerals

Historically used for heat/fire resistance and
insulation

Known human carcinogen

Inhalation exposure can cause serious
diseases

No safe assumption should be made about
contaminated talc



* Why can talc contain asbestos?

* Talc and asbestos minerals can form
in similar geological environments.

* Therefore, during mining:
* Talc deposit + nearby asbestos-

bearing minerals - possibility of
contamination

* The article stresses that asbestos
contamination is not an inherent
property of talc. It depends on the
geological source and the
effectiveness of mining, ore screening
and testing.



What about ovarian cancer?

This has been the major controversy.

The article says prospective cohort studies generally have not demonstrated a statistically significant
increase in ovarian cancer risk.

Therefore, the scientific evidence does not justify saying:

"Using talcum powder causes ovarian cancer."

The evidence is considerably more nuanced.

Why is Johnson & Johnson mentioned?
The article refers to litigation involving Johnson & Johnson over allegations that talc products contained
asbestos and contributed to ovarian cancer and other illnesses.

J&J has disputed claims that its products were unsafe.

The company stopped selling talc-based baby powder in the US and Canada in 2020, and in 2023
discontinued talc-based baby powder globally, replacing it with a cornstarch-based formulation,
according to the article.

The litigation and product change should not themselves be interpreted as scientific proof that every talc
product causes cancer.



* Indian products: what did researchers
find?

* According to an expert quoted in the
article:

* Tremolite asbestos was detected in 7 of
13 commercially available Indian talc
products tested.

* An earlier Indian Institute of Toxicology
Research report reportedly identified
asbestos fibres in five Indian brands.

* However, these findings do not mean
every Indian talcum powder contains
asbestos. The sample sizes are limited, and
the article explicitly says India-specific data
remain limited and at an early stage.



Situation Recommendation/reason

Babies Avoid, particularly around nose and mouth
Asthma/chronic respiratory disease Avoid inhalation exposure

Broken/raw skin Avoid

Inflamed/infected skin Avoid

Post-surgical wounds Avoid

Post-partum wounds Avoid

Undiagnosed genital rash Avoid

Poorly ventilated areas Avoid because inhalation exposure increases

Powder repeatedly caking with sweat Can increase irritation/friction



Prof. Karthikeyan Lanka
of lIT Bombay has been
selected for the NASI
Young Scientist Award
2026.



Point
Scientist
Institution
Position

Department/Centre
Additional role

Award

Awarding body
Award ceremony
Dates

Venue

NASI established
NASI headquarters
Importance of NASI

Details
Prof. Karthikeyan Lanka
[IT Bombay

Associate Professor

Centre of Studies in Resources Engineering (CSRE)

Associate faculty, Interdisciplinary Programme in Climate
Studies

NASI Young Scientist Award 2026

National Academy of Sciences, India (NASI)

During NASI's 96th Annual Session & Symposium
4-5 December 2026

Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Varanasi

1930

Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh

One of India's oldest science academies




SCIENCE ACADEMY HEADQUARTERS ESTABLISHED

National Academy of
Sciences, India (NASI)

Prayagraj 1930

Indian Academy of Sciences

(1ASC) Bengaluru 1934

Indian National Science

Academy (INSA) New Delhi 1935







Point Details

Event Asian Rafting Championships 2026

Host location Boleng, Siang district, Arunachal Pradesh
Dates 5-9 October 2026

Duration 5 days

River/Venue Simang River

River classification Class Ill+

Simang River Tributary of the Siang River

Participants Paddlers/rafting teams from across Asia

Main disciplines Sprint, RX and Slalom
Arunachal Pradesh CM Pema Khandu

State minister mentioned Ojing Tasing — Panchayati Raj & Rural Development Minister




Discipline What happens?

Sprint Speed race over a short course

Head-to-head/knockout racing

RX
between teams

Teams navigate through a series of

Slalom . .
gates in moving water




Glaw Lake becomes

Ramsar Site

Asian Rafting
Championships 2026

Subansiri Lower
Hydroelectric Project

Arunachal Budget
2026-27

Vibrant Villages
Programme

Exercise Jal Aapda

Glaw Lake, Arunachal Pradesh was designated a Ramsar Site; it became

India's 101st Ramsar Site and Arunachal Pradesh's first Ramsar Site.

@ The Times of India

Boleng, Siang district to host Asian Rafting Championships from 5-9 Oct

2026; competition on the Simang River, a tributary of Siang.

2,000 MW, on Subansiri River at Arunachal-Assam border; 8 x 250 MW
units. Two units had been commissioned by March; remaining units planned in
phases through Dec 2026. Implemented by NHPC. & pressin..

Presented by Deputy CM Chowna Mein on 10 March 2026. Estimated GSDP
241,341 crore; net expenditure 35,295 crore. & PRs Legis...

Arunachal remains one of the major beneficiaries of VVP-I, aimed at
development of northern-border villages through roads, telecom, tourism,

livelihoods, health and education. & press Information...

Joint flood-relief exercise conducted in Tawang sector, 11-12 May 2026, by
Gajraj Corps with district administration, NDRF, SDRF, NCC etc.



2026 Statehood Day

Rainbow trout from
Mechukha

Seed/Biodiversity
festival

TEJAS
entrepreneurship

workshop

Nyishi & Adi

languages research

Idu Mishmi digital
keyboard

20 February is Arunachal Pradesh Statehood Day. The state government

calendar lists it as an official holiday. @ Arunachal state ...

Fisheries department flagged off rainbow trout from Mechukha for wider

markets, highlighting cold-chain and sustainable fisheries development.

@ Arunachal Times

Biodiversity and seed festival held at Yazali, Lower Subansiri, focusing on
seed sovereignty and ecological preservation. @ Arunachal Times

Startup India/DPIIT conducted a TEJAS workshop at Anini to support
grassroots entrepreneurs. @ Arunachal Times

2026 research examined rhythmic/spectral characteristics of Nyishi and Adi,

both belonging to the Tani linguistic grouping. > arxiv

Researchers developed mobile/desktop keyboard tools for endangered Idu

Mishmi language, spoken in Arunachal Pradesh. * arxiv



S22 Skill24

Learn. Trade. Grow.

STOCK MARKET
TRADING COURSE

STARTING FROM

10™ AUGUST 2026

2 TO 3 MONTHS OF PRACTICAL, POWERFUL & LIFE-CHANGING LEARNING

i

TECHNICAL || FUNDAMENTAL RISK TRADING OPTIONS, MARKET

FUTURES & INSIGHTS
ANALYSIS ANALYSIS MANAGEMENT || PSYCHOLOGY [ Coirts GIES | | BEYOND CHARTs

Global Economy,
News Impact,
Smart Decisions

Charts, Patterns, Company Analysis, Capital Protection, Mindset, Discipline,

i : : RS Advanced Concepts,
Indicators & more Financial Statements Position Sizing Emotions Control qrarcecioncots

Hedging & More

DEEP INSIGHTS OUTSIDE THE TRADING MARKET #

0,
Understand economy, sectors, global trends, news impact, 100 o
MONEY BACK

- investor behavior & real-world applications. W

100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE *x* 4 7 ‘
If you don't feel satisfied with the course, of [

we will return 100% of your fee. No Questions Asked! | % Skill24

é}} LIMITED SEATS ONLY!

g Join @A & foIg 3 Google link / Learn. Practice. Grow.
Y Google form Comment & 3ieR feaT 8, Become a Smart Trader with Skill24.
a8l W 39t Phone Number Details

1ot 31K 3157 & AT Seat Confirm X! DOWNLOAD SKILL24 APP NOW

-] PRACTICALSESSIONS | ((#)) LIVEMARKETPRACTICE | &, EXPERTMENTORSHIP | ¢ ) LIFETIME SUPPORT




R, 9057143400 © 307, Gautam Marg, Gom Defence Colony, Jaipur (© Mon - Sat: 10:00 - 20:00 2 Login / Registration Follow Us: f o

A Sk|[l24 COURSES  SKILLLAB  TEACHERS BLOG  CONTACT

MONEY BACK STOCK MARKET COURSE

Home > Course Details

#6600 320000

ENROLL NOW

Have a Coupon Code?

Course Information
& Instructor: Dilkhush Kumar

{53 Start Date: 10 August, 2026

[ Duration: 45 days

(© Validity: 6 months

&
x,lllull'llulﬁl‘d“‘ P

/ @ Language:

O

> Course level:

A
——

MONEY BACK STOCK MARKET COURSE

O insiructor: Dilkhush Kumar ~ ® STOCK MARKET s % % % 77 (



THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on the occasion of National Handloom Day celebra

V.V. Ramanan

A

QUESTION 1

Why was August 7 chosen
as the National Handloom
Day?

A

QUESTION 2

After whom is the country’s
highest recognition for
handloom weavers who
have demonstrated
extraordinary
craftsmanship and
dedication to the
preservation and
promotion of India’s
weaving traditions named?
A

QUESTION 3

Which State is synonymous
with the Wangkhei Phee
and Shapee Lanphee

cM
K

weaves?

A

QUESTION 4

Name the master weaver of
the Gods in Hindu
mythology from whom the
silk weavers of
Kanchipuram consider their
descent.

A

QUESTION 5

What is special about Eri
silk, locally called Ryndia,
from Meghalaya?

A

QUESTION 6

Which popular weave from
Central India was
patronised by Queen
Ahilyabai Holkar?

A

QUESTION 7

Where is the Calico Museum

of Textiles located?

A

Visual Question:

Name this social reformer affectionately called 'Hatkargha
Maa' (Handloom Mother) for her monumental role in
reviving and promoting handlooms.




Word of the day

Encomium:
a formal expression of praise

Synonyms: tribute, commendation,
homage

Usage:
The teacher gave an encomium to the student for
her hard work.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/encomium

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /Inkaumiam/




Thank you ©
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