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“In a time of deceit 
telling the truth is a 
revolutionary act.”





















































RBI Holds Repo 
Rate and Lowers 
Inflation Forecast



• The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) in its Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) meeting decided to keep the repo rate 
unchanged at 5.50%.

• What is the Repo Rate?

• The repo rate is the rate at which the RBI lends short-term 
money to commercial banks. It is the key policy tool used by 
the RBI to control liquidity, inflation, and economic growth.

• A lower repo rate means banks can borrow from the RBI at 
cheaper rates. This encourages banks to lower lending rates, 
leading to:

• Easier access to credit for consumers and businesses

• Boost in investment, consumption, and economic 
activity

• Increased liquidity and money supply

• This can stimulate growth, especially during economic 
slowdowns





What is the Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC)?

The MPC is a statutory 
body established under 

the RBI Act, 1934 (amended 
in 2016).

It is responsible for fixing 
the benchmark interest 

rate (repo rate) to maintain 
price stability while keeping 

growth in mind.

It consists of 6 members:

• 3 from the RBI (including the 
Governor as Chairperson),

• 3 external members appointed by 
the Government.

Decisions are made by 
majority, and each member 

has one vote. In case of a 
tie, the RBI Governor has 

the casting vote.



Flexible Inflation Targeting Framework (FITF)

India adopted a Flexible Inflation Targeting Framework (FITF) in 2016. Under this, the 
government, in consultation with the RBI, sets an inflation target every five years.

Under this framework, the Government sets the inflation target every five years in 
consultation with the RBI. The current mandate, effective until March 31, 2026, specifies a 
CPI inflation target of 4%, with a tolerance band of ±2%, i.e. between 2% and 6%



Reasons Behind the Policy Decisions

Sharp Decline in Inflation: CPI inflation fell to 2.1% in June 2025, a six-year low.

• Food prices, especially vegetables and cereals, have shown deflationary trends. This led to the downward 
revision of FY26 inflation forecast to 3.1%.

Global Uncertainties: Rising trade tensions like US tariffs and volatile oil prices create 
external risks.

RBI had already cut the repo rate by 100 basis points earlier in 2025. The committee 
wants to observe the full impact of these cuts on the economy.



District Flood Severity Index



Researchers from IIT Delhi and IIT Gandhinagar have developed a District Flood Severity 
Index (DFSI) to comprehensively assess the severity of floods across Indian districts.

District Flood Severity Index (DFSI)

DFSI is a data-driven tool designed to assess and categorize flood severity at the district 
level, India’s primary administrative unit for planning and disaster management.

The index is used to identify districts most at risk and guide resource allocation for 
mitigation and response.



• Key Parameters Considered:

• Mean duration (in days) of all flooding events in a district.

• Percentage of district area historically affected by floods.

• Total deaths and number of people injured due to floods.

• Population size of the district.

• Data Used: Sourced mainly from the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), which has been collecting 
flood-related data since 1967.

• Custom 40-year spatial datasets developed at IIT Delhi.

•



Key Insights from the DFSI

Thiruvananthapuram District: Recorded highest number of flood events.

• However, it is absent from the top 30 most severely affected districts, indicating lower 
severity per DFSI criteria.

Top Districts in Flood Severity: Patna ranks one on DFSI.

• Districts in Assam (Dhemaji, Kamrup, Nagaon) and along the Indo-Gangetic Plain 
dominate the top rankings.



Necropolitics



• Necropolitics is highlighting how states expose marginalised groups to violence and 
neglect, normalising their suffering.

• Concept of necropolitics

• It explores how political power determines whose lives are protected and whose 
deaths are normalized or even orchestrated.

• It was coined by Cameroonian scholar Achille Mbembe .

• It was built on Michel Foucault’s idea of biopolitics — which manages life through 
institutions and public health .

• It focuses on the governance of death, exposing how certain populations, such as 
refugees, the poor, racialized groups, and queer communities, are systematically 
abandoned or targeted.



Amazon Rainforest



• Over 25% of the Amazon rainforest has already been degraded due to deforestation, fires, and mining, 
putting immense pressure on its biodiversity and ecological stability.

• About

• The Amazon rainforest, often called the lungs of the Earth, is home to about 10% of all known plant and 
animal species — and countless others that haven’t even been discovered yet.



The Amazon spans 8 countries and one overseas territory: Brazil, Bolivia, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Suriname, Venezuela, and French 
Guiana (a French overseas territory).

It stores around 250–300 billion tonnes of carbon, equivalent to 15–20 years 
of global greenhouse gas emissions, and generates rainfall that supports some 
of the world’s largest cities and most vital agricultural regions.

It is home to over 47 million people, including 2.2 million Indigenous and 
traditional communities, whose cultures and livelihoods are deeply tied to the 
forest.





Child Adoption in India



The Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) has been unable 
to bridge this gap between the number of children available for 
adoption and the number of prospective parents, resulting in 
prolonged delays in the adoption process.

The waiting period for parents to receive an adoption referral has 
risen from 3 years in 2022 to approximately 3.5 years in 2025.



• What is the Status of Child Adoption in India?

• State of Child Adoption in India: In 2024–25, 4,515 children were adopted, the highest since 2015.

• Of these, 4,155 were domestic adoptions, reflecting a growing acceptance of legal adoption in the 
country.

•
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• Nodal Central Agency: The Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA), established under the Juvenile 
Justice Act, 2015 is responsible for overseeing both domestic and international adoptions.

• State/UT Responsibility: The implementation of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 at the state and Union 
Territory level is carried out by various agencies, including:

• State Adoption Resource Agencies (SARA)

• Local Child Welfare Committees

• District Child Protection Units (DCPUs)

•



• Legal Framework: Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act (HAMA), 1956: HAMA, 1956 permits legal 
adoption for individuals from the Hindu, Buddhist, Jain, and Sikh communities.

• Notably, adoptions under HAMA do not require registration with CARA.

• Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015: It governs adoptions for all citizens in 
India, regardless of religion.



• Under this Act, prospective adoptive parents are required to register on 
CARA’s portal, following which a Specialised Adoption Agency (SAA) conducts 
a Home Study Report (HSR).

• If found eligible, they are matched with a child who has been declared legally 
free for adoption.

• International Framework: The Hague Convention on Protection of Children and 
Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption (1993) ensures that international 
adoptions are carried out in an ethical, legal, and transparent manner.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/specialised-adoption-agencies-saas
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• What are the Key Challenges Hindering the Child Adoption Process in India?

• Widening Demand–Supply Gap: There is a significant gap between Prospective 
Adoptive Parents (PAPs) and adoptable children (13:1), with only a small fraction of 
children eligible for adoption due to issues like intact parental rights and lack of legal 
free status.

• Adoption delays have increased from 1 year in 2017 to 3.5 years in 2025, leading 
to concerns over illegal or informal adoptions, as highlighted by a Parliamentary 
Committee.

•
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• Mismatch in Age & Parental Preference: Around 34% of adoptable children are above 14 
years, while most Indian parents prefer infants (0–2 years). This preference bias results in 
older and special needs children being overlooked.

• As per CARA data (2024), 60% of adopted children are female, and 80% belong to the 
0–2 age group, reflecting a strong parental preference for younger children.

• High Rate of Child Returns: Between 2017–2019, there was a rise in adoptive parents 
returning children, 60% were girls, 24% had special needs, and many were over 6 years old.

• This reflects challenges in adjusting to adoptive homes due to inadequate 
counselling and preparation.





Skill Impact Bond (SIB)



• What is the Skill Impact Bond (SIB)?

• About: SIB is India’s first Development Impact Bond (DIB), launched in 2021 focused 
on skills training and job placement.

• It shifts focus from enrollment to outcomes like placement and retention. It 
uses private-sector funding to address social and development challenges.

• Objective: To skill 50,000 youth, with 60% women, especially from marginalised and 
rural backgrounds, and ensure at least 30,150 retain jobs for 3+ months.



• Key Highlights of the SIB Report 2025:

• Top States: Jharkhand (27%), UP, Maharashtra, Odisha, and Telangana had highest enrollments.

• Popular Sectors:

• Women: Mainly trained in apparel, with rising numbers in retail, IT-enabled services 
(ITeS), and BFSI (banking, financial services, and insurance)

• Men: Moving from construction to sectors like automotive and telecom.

•



• Women-Led Skilling: Over 72% of 23,700+ trainees were women from vulnerable 
backgrounds. Female certification rate reached 92%, and job placement was 81%. Self-
employment among women rose from 6% to 14%.

• Better Job Outcomes: 75% of all trainees got jobs, and 60% stayed employed for over 3 
months—above national average. Female employment increased from 35% to 48%.

• Gender Pay Gap: Men earned more (Rs 12,400–15,700) than women (Rs 11,500–
13,000) despite similar job outcomes.







• What is the Status of Skill Development in India?

• Low Employability: As per India Skills Report 2024, only 51.25% of 
assessed young people in India possessed the necessary skills to be 
employable.

• Low Formal Training: As per the Economic Survey 2023–24, 
only 4.4% of youth are formally skilled, and 16.6% are informally 
trained.

• Skill Gaps in Industry: According to ManpowerGroup's (US-based 
MNC) 2025 Global Talent Shortage Survey, 75% of global employers 
are struggling to find skilled workers.

• India has a 60%-73% demand-supply gap in key roles such as ML 
engineer, data scientist, DevOps engineer, and data architect.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-skills-report-2024


Underemployment: As per Economic Survey 2024–25, 
over 50% of graduates and 44% of postgraduates are in low-
skill jobs, indicating inefficient workforce utilisation.

Limited Women Participation: In India, women constitute 40% 
of STEM students but only 14-27% of STEM professionals, 
according to the Ministry of Science and Technology.





Thank you ☺


