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Trump hikes levy on Indian imports to 50%

U.S. President signs order for additional 25%
tariff on Indian goods, doubling July 31 rate

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

.S. President Do-
Unald Trump on
Wednesday signed

an executive order impos-
ing an additional 25% tariff
on imports from India, in
response to India “directly
or indirectly” importing oil
from Russia. This is over
and above the 25% tariff on
Indian imports that Mr.
Trump approved on July

While the initial 25% ta-
riff will come into effect
from Thursday, the addi-
tional 25% tariff will come
into effect after 21 days.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA), in response,
said it has made its stand
clear — through an earlier
statement following Mr.
Trump’s threat of addition-
al tariffs — that these ac-
tions were “unfair, unjusti-

fied and unreasonable”. It
was “extremely unfortu-
nate” that the U.S. has cho-
sen this course of action,
the MEA said.

“To deal with the na-
tional emergency de-
scribed in Executive Order
14066 [relating to Russia’s
actions in Ukraine], I deter-
mine that it is necessary
and appropriate to impose
an additional ad valorem
duty on imports of articles
of India, which is directly
or indirectly importing
Russian Federation oil,”
Mr. Trump's executive or-
der said.

“Accordingly, and as
consistent with applicable
law, articles of India im-
ported into the customs
territory of the United
States shall be subject to an
additional ad valorem rate
of duty of 25%,” it added.
Over the last few days, Mr.
Trump has repeatedly

One part takes effect today and the rest after 21
days; decision ‘extremely unfortunate’, says MEA

Singling out India

Trump’s rationale for tariffs on India for its oil trade with
Moscow overlooks a key fact: all goods combined, China and EU
have imported more from Russia since its invasion of Ukraine

I Oil imports

I Coal imports

Gas imports

China p-LA-L -kl 35,538

EU 1,04,726

40,000

1,20,000
MILLION EURO

15,867
- I ., " &

1,04,146

2,00,000 2,80,000
(data as of August 2, 2025)

SOURCE: CENTRE FOR RESEARCH ON ENERGY AND CLEAN AIR (CREA)

threatened additional ta-
riffs on India as a “penalty”
for its oil imports from
Russia.

India’s clear position

In response to one such
threat, the MEA on Mon-
day pointed out that, not
only did the U.S. encour-
age such trade previously,

both the European Union
and the U.S. actively trade
other items with Russia in
excess of the amount that
India pays for Russian oil.
“We have already made
clear our position on these
issues, including the fact
that our imports are based
on market factors and
done with the overall ob-

Tariff imposition
is an economic
blackmail: Rahul

NEW DELHI

The Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, said the second round
of tariff imposed on India was
“economic blackmail” aimed
at securing an unfair trade
deal. PM Narendra Modi should
not let his “weakness” override
the interests of the Indian
people, he said. » PAGE 4

jective of ensuring the
energy security of 1.4 bil-
lion people of India,” the
MEA statement said on
Wednesday. “It is therefore
extremely unfortunate that
the U.S. should choose to
impose additional tariffs
on India for actions that
several other countries are
also taking in their own na-

tional interest.”

“We reiterate that these
actions are unfair, unjusti-
fied and unreasonable,”
the MEA added. “India will
take all actions necessary
to protect its national
interests.”

This latest escalation by
Mr. Trump is a “severe set-
back” for Indian exports,
said S.C. Ralhan, president
of the Federation of Indian
Export Organisations
(FIEO), noting that nearly
55% of Indian exports to
the U.S. market will be di-
rectly affected.

“The 50% reciprocal ta-
riff effectively imposes a
cost burden, placing our
exporters at a 30% to 35%
competitive disadvantage
compared to peers from
countries with a lower reci-
procal tariff,” Mr. Ralhan
added.

Negotiators from the
U.S. and India are current-

This is a ‘severe setback’, says FIEO chief, noting that
55% of Indian exports to U.S. market will be affected

ly engaged in finalising the
first tranche of a Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA) by
fall of this year. The next
physical meeting between
the two sides is expected to
start on August 25 in New
Delhi.

“India should remain
calm, avoid retaliation for
at least six months, and re-
cognise that meaningful
trade negotiations with the
U.S. cannot proceed under
threats or mistrust,” said
Ajay Srivastava, founder of
the Global Trade Research
Initiative and a former Di-
rector General of Foreign
Trade.

He added that India
could consider stopping its
purchases of Russian oil
only if it was economically
viable, and not under du-
ress from Washington.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGES 4,12, &13



INDIA, BRAZIL HEAD U.S. TARIFF LIST

COUNTRIES RATES
INDIA

Brazil

50%
50%
Myanmar

Switzerland
China

Source: White House




Topic

Action Taken

Reason Cited

Effective Dates

India's Response (MEA)

India’s Trade Facts

Details

U.S. President Donald Trump signed an executive order to impose an

additional 25% tariff on Indian imports, making the total tariff 50%

India's direct or indirect purchase of Russian oil after Russia’s invasion of

Ukraine

First 25% from July 31; second 25% will take effect after 21 days

Called the move "unjustified and unreasonable"; vowed to protect national

interests

55% of Indian exports to the U.S. likely to be affected



Comparison with Others China and EU import more Russian oil than India but weren't penalized

similarly

Tariff Impact Severe blow to Indian exporters; raises cost burden by 30-35% compared to

countries with lower reciprocal tariffs

Rahul Gandhi's Statement Called it "economic blackmail" to gain unfair trade advantage

India's Trade Strategy Advised to avoid retaliation for 6 months, and aim to finalize Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA) by end of 2025



India-Russia Oil Trade

Agenda

India’s Stand

Russia’'s Stand

Other Attendees

Geopolitical Implications

India is the second-largest buyer of Russian crude after China since 2022

Includes S-400 missile delivery, supply of Russian oil, and broader strategic

cooperation

India has refused to submit to U.S. or EU trade sanctions over oil trade with

Russia

Asserts “sovereign right” to trade with any nation, including India

Doval to meet Russia's Deputy Security Council Secretary Aleksandr

Venediktov

Meeting expected to discuss Ukraine crisis, U.S. actions, and Taliban regime

recognition



INDIA AGRICULTURE EXPORTS TO U.S.

2022 | 2023 | 2024 | Jan-jun2024 | Jan-jun2025 % Growth
Seafood 3016.5 | 2545.1 @ 24838 1062.5 1407.9 325
Spices 3339 | 3593 | 4102 194.7 2069 6.3
Rice 301 | 3474 @ 3912 176.8 199.6 129
Processed F&V 2065 | 2025 @ 2276 102.8 134.6 309
Baked Goods™ 1903 | 2194 @ 2475 1154 123.5 7.1
Essential Oils 2289 180 | 2121 109 114.2 48
Sugars™* 2185 | 1746 171 84.6 119 40.8
Vegetable Oils 208.2 | 1513 174.8 764 779 2
Food Preparations 811 | 105.2 1379 62.5 58.7 -6
TOTAL 6,658.8 | 5,811.5 | 6,211.9 2,798.9 3,472.7 241

Exports in millions of dollars
Source: US Department of Agriculture

*Includes Cereals & Pasta; **Includes Sweeteners & Beverage Bases.




U.S. AGRICULTURE EXPORTS TO INDIA

I 2022 | 2023 | 2024 Jan-junjjan-jun) (

Tree 1,001.4 1,095.5| 1,116.1 532 | 759.6 428
Nuts

Ethanol 182.7r 2459 420.9F 213.7 246 15.1
Soyabean| 207.6 0.2| 375 01 | 21241429976
Oil
Cotton 491.2! 2237, 209, 869 | 1815 108.8
TOTAL |2,348.5)2,040.7|2,378.8|1,135.8 (1,693.2 49.1

Exports in millions of dollars ~ Source: US Department of Agriculture




Petrol lobbies behind E20 fuel fear campaign: Gadkari

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Tests show that older vehi-
cles are not damaged in
any way by using a new pe-
trol blend with a higher
20% of ethanol, Union Mi-
nister for Road Transport
and Highways Nitin Gadka-
ri said on Wednesday,
blaming the social media
outrage against the new
E20 blend on a “political
conspiracy”, possibly
fuelled by petrol lobbies.
Speaking at The Hindu
Mind event, a conversation
series in the national capi-
tal, Mr. Gadkari empha-
sised that making the
switch to biofuels helped
put the country on the
path to self-reliance by cut-
ting oil imports, and also
reduces pollution and
saves farmers’ lives by en-
suring they received a

higher value for their
CTOpS.

While new E20-tuned
vehicles have started roll-
ing out from April 2025, ex-
isting owners are con-
cerned about the impact
on their older vehicles and
a surge in maintenance
COSts.

“Pune-based Automo-
tive Research Association
of India has tested old veh-
icles on a total distance of
one lakh kilometres and
not found any problems,”
the Minister said.

Asked whether the
cheaper ethanol variant
would result in lower pe-
trol costs for the end user,
given that there is also a 5%
to 6% drop in mileage, Mr.
Gadkari said that deter-
mining petrol prices was
not under his domain.
While he acknowledged an
impact on vehicle mileage,

Nistula Hebbar, political editor at The Hindu, presents a book to
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari on Wednesday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

he enumerated several be-
nefits that accrued to the
country due to the transi-
tion to E20, a fuel blend
that comprises 20% etha-
nol produced from plant
products such as sugar-
cane, rice, and maize, and
80% gasoline.

He said the transition to
blended fuel started in

2001, when Atal Behari
Vajpayee was the Prime Mi-
nister. The then Petroleum
Minister sent a delegation
to Brazil, of which Mr. Gad-
kari was a part.

“From an economic
point of view, the country
spends ¥22 lakh crore on
fossil fuel imports and the
automotive industry is gro-

wing and imports are too.
There are also concerns ov-
er rising levels of pollution.
Thirdly, our push for alter-
native fuels and bio fuels
places the country on the
path to Atmanirbharta
[self-reliance].”

‘No vested interest’
Allegations have also been
made on social media
about the Minister’s “vest-
ed interest” in promoting
ethanol blending because
of his family’s ownership
of sugarcane companies
such as the Purti Group.
“This is a deliberate mis-
information campaign. We
have identified an organi-
sation that is dialing
phones and talking to peo-
ple [to write posts on X]. It
is possible that this is a pol-
itical conspiracy. It is com-
mon in politics,” Mr. Gad-
kari said emphatically.

“Vajpayee ji started etha-
nol blending in 2001. Did
he do it at my behest?” he
asked.

He said that his family-
owned companies are run-
ning at an annual loss of
¥30 crore, claiming that
despite advice to shut
them down, he continues
to remain invested because
of his own passion. These
firms only generate a mere
1.3 lakh litres of ethanol,
which is too small a quanti-
ty, he said.

“If I promote electric or
hydrogen or flex engine
car, does it mean I manu-
facture those? I promote
various alternative and bio
fuels so that import and
pollution goes down, farm-
ers don’t commit suicide,
and we fulfil the dream of
the Prime Minister of at-
manirbharta [self re-
liance],” Mr. Gadkari said.



Topic

What is E20?

Implementation

Purpose

Accusation

Testing

Details

E20 is a fuel blend containing 20% ethanol and 80% gasoline

E20-tuned vehicles started rolling out from April 2025

Reduce oil imports, cut pollution, increase farmer income, promote
Atmanirbhar Bharat

Nitin Gadkari alleged a “political conspiracy” behind social media criticism,

allegedly fueled by petrol lobbies

Pune-based ARAI tested older vehicles over 1 lakh km with E20 and found no

damage



Concern Raised

Gadkari's Response

No Vested Interest Claim

History

Economic Impact

Users fear higher maintenance and 5-6% mileage drop in older vehicles

Acknowledged mileage drop, but said pricing not in his control

Refuted allegations of promoting E20 due to family-owned sugar firms,

which generate only 1.3 lakh litres/year

Ethanol blending began under PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 2001; Gadkari was

part of a delegation to Brazil

India saved ¥22 lakh crore on oil imports due to ethanol blending



Composition of ethanol containing fuels

Composition —
a.n,hy.dro_us ethanul anhydrous

ethanol ethanol

min 95% min 90% min 85% min 75%

gasoline gasollne gasoline gasoline
Countries Western USA today USAin near Brazil USA / Brazil
! Europe (Western future Europe
today Europe in |
near future)

&

HYDROUS

ETHANOL




© Biofuels are the fuel derived from the biomass of plants or animal wastes. It is commonly
produced from corn, sugarcane and animal waste like cow dung.

© Generation of biofuels

1st Generation
Biofuel

Produced from edible items like
sugar,corn,starch.

Higher carbon content and
emit greenhouse gases.

2nd Generation
biofuel

Produced from leftover food crops
like rice husk, wood chips

Greenhouse content less
than 1st generation biofuel

3rd Generation
biofuel

Produced from microorganisms like
algae.

Carbon Neutral (CO2
emitted=CO2 sequestered)

4th Generation
biofuel

Produced from genetically
engineered crops like GM crops

Carbon Negative

©® Common biofuels used

Produced from corn and sugarcane using fermentation process.

by anaerobic decomposition.

Bioethanol E10 is the most common blend in which 10 per cent composition is
Ethanol
o Produced from vegetable oils like soybean oil or palm oil, vegetable
Biodiesel z 3 : : :
waste oils and animal fats using transesterification process.
Biogas Produced from organic matter like sewage from animals and humans




GOVERNMENT SCHEMES
PROMOTING ETHANOL PRODUCTION

NATIONAL POLICY ON - e

~ BIOFUELS (2018) =y’

Boosts ethanol blending
using diverse feedstocks.

A Promotes biodiesel from
used cooking oil,

ETHANOL BLENDED PETROL Q“. Aims for E20 fuel by 2025-26,
(EBP) PROGRAMME | h cutting fossil fuel reliance.

/1/’/ Aids sugar mills/distilleries
© 2 In ethanol expansion.

~ PMJI-VAN ‘ Supports 2G ethanol
YOJANA (2019) from agri-waste.

aprscT. hegovernment set an ambitious target ol achieving
TARGET: 20% blending by 2025 (from existing 15 %)



Global Biofuels Alliance (GBA)

The GBA is one of the priorities under
India’s G20 Presidency.

The USA and Brazil, which are working
with India to build the GBA, are seen as
global leaders in biofuels and account
for 55 percent and 27 percent of global
ethanol production, respectively.

The GBA is also being supported by
major international organizations like the
World Economic Forum, the International
Energy Forum, and the International
Energy Agency, among others.

The Alliance is expected to be launched
on July 22 during the G20 Clean Energy
Ministerial in Goa.

About Biofuel

Biofuel is a fuel that is produced over a short
time span from biomass, rather than by the very
slow natural processes involved in the formation
of fossil fuels, such as petroleum.

However, the word biofuel is usually reserved for
liquid or gaseous fuels, used for transportation.

Most of biofuel consumption occurs as a blend
with refined petroleum products such as
gasoline, diesel fuel, heating oil, and kerosene-
type jet fuel.

The most common biofuels now are - Bioalcohols
such as e¢thanol, propanol, and butanol;
Biodiesel; Bio-oils.



Q1. Consider the following statements regarding E20 fuel in India:

1. E20 fuel consists of 80% ethanol and 20% gasoline.
2. Ethanol used in E20 fuel can be derived from crops such as rice and maize.

3. E20-tuned vehicles started rolling out in India from April 2025.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.Tand 3 only
D. 2 only
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‘It’s like writing a poem’: maths
prize winner Rajula Srivastava
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Winner

Award

Early Education

Master’'s Thesis

PhD

Current Position

Research Areas

Rajula Srivastava, Indian mathematician

Maryam Mirzakhani New Frontiers Prize for work in harmonic analysis and

analytic number theory

Majored in mathematics at NISER, Bhubaneswar; grew up in science-loving family

Focused on harmonic analysis — how functions are represented using their

frequencies

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Visiting research fellow at the University of Edinburgh, soon to join University of

Wisconsin-Madison

Harmonic analysis, number theory, approximation of irrational numbers, geometry

of shapes



Maryam Mirzakhani New Frontiers Prize — Overview

Aspect

Purpose

Eligibility

Organizer

Prize Amount

Frequency

Details

Honors outstanding early-career women mathematicians

Must have completed PhD within the past 2 years

breakthroughprize.org

Breakthrough Prize Foundation (part of the Breakthrough Prize in

Mathematics Series) Wikipedia breakthroughprize.org

us $50,000 simons.berkeley.edu mpim-bonn.mpg.de breakthroughprize.org

Awarded annually, up to three recipients per year

breakthroughprize.org +1

+14



wikipedia +4
» 2025 Laureates include:
« Ewin Tang - Awarded for classical analogs of quantum algorithms and advances in quantum
machine learning humscistanford.edu +3  simons.berkeley.edu
e SiYing Lee — Recognized for work on the theory of Shimura varieties math.harvard.edu +

« Rajula Srivastava — Honored for her research at the intersection of harmonic analysis and

number theory mpim-bonn.mpg.de +3



Finland-based thinktank
exposes US double standard

WHO BOUGHT HOW MUCH

Sanjay Dutta & Sachin Parashar | wn

New Delhi: European Union coun-
tries account for 23% of Russia's
revenues from fossil fuel exports
against India’s 13% since the begin-
ning of the Ukraine conflict, while
GT7+ tankers are currently trans-
portingmore than half of those bar-
rels, data published by CREA (Cen-
tre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air)shows.

Indian govt sources here said
this further spotlighted Western
hypocrisy in targeting India for se-
curingitsenergy interests, whileig-
noring similar action by other
countries, European Union has
been procuring not just energy but
also fertilizers, chemicals, iron,
steel and transport equipment from
Russia.

“These figures only vindicate
India’semphasison ensuringforits
citizens regular and affordable en-
ergy supplies,” said a source oncon-
dition of anonymity.

Seen in the backdropof the USon
Wednesday doubling tariff on India
1o 50% for “fuelling the Russian war
machine” by buying its oil and last
month's EU sanction on Indian refin-
ing entity Nayara Energy, the Fin-
land-based independent think-tank's
latest report exposes what New Delhi
describes as West's “double stan-
dard" insinglingout India.

The report says Moscow has
raked in EUR 923 billion (92,300 crore)
so far from fossil fuel exports such as
oil, natural gas, coal, refined fuels
and intermediaries, Of this, EUR 212
billion (21,200 crore) came from EU
countries compared with EUR 121 bil-
lion (12,100 crore) from India. China
remained the top bu-ver of Russian

®0il ®Coal Gas
China
India
Turkive D
EV [
Brazil i 18,227
Singapore i 12,198
Hungary §i* 12,196
South Korea Bl 11,690
Saudi Arabla i 10,026
Slovakia J}' 9,350
UAE | 9,233 A
Taiwan Jif 8,198
Japan [ 8,036
France = 6,620
Belglum = 6,408
Libya | 6,172
Spain | 5,671
Malaysia | 5,668
Tunisia § 5,102
Egypt § 5,074

energy with a tab of over EUR 200 bil-
lion (20,000 crore).

The report points out the grow-
ing role of G7 tankers in transport-
ing Russian oil since the EU's June
sanctions. This underlines the dis-
connect between western policy and
practice pointed out by New Delhi.
“Since Jan, the G7+ share in Russian
oiltransport has increased from 36 %
to 56%,” it says. More than half of
Russian seaborne oil exports were
transported in G7+ tankers in June,
reflecting a six percentage point in-
crease over May.

Use of western tanker fleet
means those shipments were com-

2,00,439
121,714

82,450
64,140

importers of

fossil fuels from
Russia

From 1 Jan 2023 until
03 Aug 2025

Figures in
Million Euros

pliant with the price cap and other
terms of the sanctions, India ar-
gues it has helped prevent a flare-up
in oil prices by buying Russian oil,
accounting for about 9% of daily
global supply That is also the key
consideration that led the US and
the EUtooptforaprice cap—rather
than choking off the flow with sanc-
tions — for curbing funding for
Moscow’s war efforts without
spooking the oil markets,

Overall, however, the report does
say that “Russianfossil fuel revenues
in second quarter of 2025 dropped by
18% year-on-vear— lowest inaquar-
ter since the invasion of Ukraine.”



Aspect

Think Tank

Core Finding

India's Share

EU Share

U.S. Hypocrisy

Details

CREA (Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air), Finland-based

Western countries, especially the EU, continue importing Russian fossil fuels despite

criticizing India

India accounts for 13% of Russia’s fossil fuel revenues since the Ukraine war began

EU accounts for 23%, despite sanctions

U.S. doubled tariffs on Indian imports citing Indian purchase of Russian oil, but ignored
larger buyers like EU and China



Top Importer

India’s Import

Transport Mode

Western Tactics

India's Stand

Q2 2025 Result

China: EUR 2,00,439 million

EUR 1,21,714 million (2nd highest)

Over 50% of Russian fossil fuel exports were transported using G7+ tankers in June
2025

Opted for price cap on Russian oil rather than a full ban, ensuring continued flow

Prioritized energy security and affordable energy for its citizens

Russia's fossil fuel revenues dropped 18% YoY, the lowest since war began



Q1. With reference to India’s energy imports from Russia, consider the following
statements:

1. India is the largest importer of fossil fuels from Russia since the Ukraine war began.
2. India's imports account for a higher share of Russian fossil fuel revenue than the EU.

3. The EU has imported not only fossil fuels but also fertilizers and chemicals from Russia.

Which of the above is/are correct?

A.1and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 3only
D.1,2and 3



RBI Holds Repo
Rate and Lowers
Inflation Forecast




* The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) in its Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) meeting decided to keep the repo rate
unchanged at 5.50%.

 What is the Repo Rate?

* The repo rate is the rate at which the RBI lends short-term
money to commercial banks. It is the key policy tool used by
the RBI to control liquidity, inflation, and economic growth.

* Alower repo rate means banks can borrow from the RBI at
cheaper rates. This encourages banks to lower lending rates,
leading to:

e Easier access to credit for consumers and businesses

* Boost in investment, consumption, and economic
activity

* Increased liquidity and money supply

* This can stimulate growth, especially during economic
slowdowns



Policy Repo Rate :5.50%

. 5.25%
Facility Rate
Marginal Standin

9 g : 5.75%
Facility Rate
Bank Rate 5.75%
Fixed Reverse

3.35%

Repo Rate

INR/1USD : 87.7000

s ”GBP ............... - 66948 ............
o ”EUR ............... 101502 .
R ”00 oy 594700 ............

(As at 1.00pm of August 06, 2025)
(Source : FBIL)

Base Rate : 8.50% - 10.30%

Term Deposit Rate
: 5.85% - 6.70%
> 1 Year



It is responsible for fixing
the benchmark interest
rate (repo rate) to maintain
price stability while keeping
growth in mind.

The MPC is a statutory
What is the Monetary body established under
Policy Committee (MPC)? the RBI Act, 1934 (amended
in 2016).

It consists of 6 members:

Decisions are made by
majority, and each member
has one vote. In case of a
the Government. tie, the RBI Governor has

the casting vote.

e 3 from the RBI (including the
Governor as Chairperson),

e 3 external members appointed by







e Food prices, especially vegetables and cereals, have shown deflationary trends. This led to the downward
revision of FY26 inflation forecast to 3.1%.
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* Key Parameters Considered:
* Mean duration (in days) of all flooding events in a district.
* Percentage of district area historically affected by floods.
* Total deaths and number of people injured due to floods.
* Population size of the district.

* Data Used: Sourced mainly from the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), which has been collecting
flood-related data since 1967.

e Custom 40-year spatial datasets developed at IIT Delhi.



e However, it is absent from the top 30 most severely affected districts, indicating lower
severity per DFSI criteria.

e Districts in Assam (Dhemaji, Kamrup, Nagaon) and along the Indo-Gangetic Plain
dominate the top rankings.



Necropolitics




* Necropolitics is highlighting how states expose marginalised groups to violence and
neglect, normalising their suffering.

* Concept of necropolitics

* |t explores how political power determines whose lives are protected and whose
deaths are normalized or even orchestrated.

* It was coined by Cameroonian scholar Achille Mbembe .

* |t was built on Michel Foucault’s idea of biopolitics — which manages life through
institutions and public health .

* |t focuses on the governance of death, exposing how certain populations, such as
refugees, the poor, racialized groups, and gueer communities, are systematically
abandoned or targeted.







e Over 25% of the Amazon rainforest has already been degraded due to deforestation, fires, and mining,
putting immense pressure on its biodiversity and ecological stability.

 About

* The Amazon rainforest, often called the lungs of the Earth, is home to about 10% of all known plant and
animal species — and countless others that haven’t even been discovered yet.
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* Nodal Central Agency: The Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA), established under the Juvenile
Justice Act, 2015 is responsible for overseeing both domestic and international adoptions.

» State/UT Responsibility: The implementation of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 at the state and Union
Territory level is carried out by various agencies, including:

e State Adoption Resource Agencies (SARA)
* Local Child Welfare Committees

 District Child Protection Units (DCPUs)



* Legal Framework: Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act (HAMA), 1956: HAMA, 1956 permits legal
adoption for individuals from the Hindu, Buddhist, Jain, and Sikh communities.

* Notably, adoptions under HAMA do not require registration with CARA.

* Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015: It governs adoptions for all citizens in
India, regardless of religion.



* Under this Act, prospective adoptive parents are required to register on
CARA’s portal, following which a Specialised Adoption Agency (SAA) conducts

a Home Study Report (HSR).

* If found eligible, they are matched with a child who has been declared legally
free for adoption.

* International Framework: The Hague Convention on Protection of Children and
Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption (1993) ensures that international
adoptions are carried out in an ethical, legal, and transparent manner.
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* What are the Key Challenges Hindering the Child Adoption Process in India?

* Widening Demand-Supply Gap: There is a significant gap between Prospective
Adoptive Parents (PAPs) and adoptable children (13:1), with only a small fraction of
children eligible for adoption due to issues like intact parental rights and lack of legal

free status.

* Adoption delays have increased from 1 year in 2017 to 3.5 years in 2025, leading
to concerns over illegal or informal adoptions, as highlighted by a Parliamentary

Committee.
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* Mismatch in Age & Parental Preference: Around 34% of adoptable children are above 14
years, while most Indian parents prefer infants (0—2 years). This preference bias results in
older and special needs children being overlooked.

* As per CARA data (2024), 60% of adopted children are female, and 80% belong to the
0-2 age group, reflecting a strong parental preference for younger children.

* High Rate of Child Returns: Between 2017-2019, there was a rise in adoptive parents
returning children, 60% were girls, 24% had special needs, and many were over 6 years old.

* This reflects challenges in adjusting to adoptive homes due to inadequate
counselling and preparation.




Adoption Eligibility
Criteria in India

Who Can Adopt

Married Couples:

* Must be married and living together for at
least two years.

* Age difference with the child should not
exceed 45 years.

* Should not have more than two living
biological children.

Single Parents:

* Must be above 30 years of age.

General Eligibility:

* Anyone, regardless of gender or marital
status, can adopt.

* Must meet other criteria like age, financial
stability, and ability to provide a supportive
home.

Who Cannot Adopt

Convicted of an offense involving moral
turpitude or punishable under IPC or other
laws.

Found guilty of child abuse or cruelty
towards a child.

Found guilty of abandoning or neglecting
a child.

Undergoing treatment for any life-threatening
or infectious disease,

Declared of unsound mind by a competent
court.

If one spouse in a couple has been declared
of unsound mind or is undergoing treatment
for any life-threatening or infectious disease.

Divorced or legally separated couples.

Individuals under 21 years of age, married or
single

Single male cannot adopt a girl child.




Skill Impact Bond (SIB)




* What is the Skill Impact Bond (SIB)?

* About: SIB is India’s first Development Impact Bond (DIB), launched in 2021 focused
on skills training and job placement.

* It shifts focus from enrollment to outcomes like placement and retention. It
uses private-sector funding to address social and development challenges.

* Objective: To skill 50,000 youth, with 60% women, especially from marginalised and
rural backgrounds, and ensure at least 30,150 retain jobs for 3+ months.




* Key Highlights of the SIB Report 2025:

* Top States: Jharkhand (27%), UP, Maharashtra, Odisha, and Telangana had highest enrollments.
* Popular Sectors:

 Women: Mainly trained in apparel, with rising numbers in retail, IT-enabled services
(ITeS), and BFSI (banking, financial services, and insurance)

* Men: Moving from construction to sectors like automotive and telecom.



« Women-Led Skilling: Over 72% of 23,700+ trainees were women from vulnerable
backgrounds. Female certification rate reached 92%, and job placement was 81%. Self-
employment among women rose from 6% to 14%.

* Better Job Outcomes: 75% of all trainees got jobs, and 60% stayed employed for over 3
months—above national average. Female employment increased from 35% to 48%.

* Gender Pay Gap: Men earned more (Rs 12,400-15,700) than women (Rs 11,500—
13,000) despite similar job outcomes.




HOW IT WORKS

Risk investors commit USD 4 million, used Service Providers deliver skilling Employment outcomes are independently Outcome funders repay risk investors initial
to fund service provider interventions interventions to improve employment verified by third-party evaluator investment for each positive outcome
upfront outcomes achieved - upto USD 14 million over 4

years

The Skill Impact Bond links funding to achievement of outcomes, inverting the process of conventional grant-making which often funds activities and inputs. The initial financing to training providers
is supported by risk investors, who are repaid by outcome funders on the achievement of predetermined, independently verified outcomes achieved by training pariners.

This resuits in maximum impact for money spent, aligned incentives between partners, thus creating measurable social impact that spur social change
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* What is the Status of Skill Development in India?

* Low Employability: As per India Skills Report 2024, only 51.25% of
assessed young people in India possessed the necessary skills to be
employable.

* Low Formal Training: As per the Economic Survey 2023-24,
only 4.4% of youth are formally skilled, and 16.6% are informally
trained.

e Skill Gaps in Industry: According to ManpowerGroup's (US-based
MNC) 2025 Global Talent Shortage Survey, 75% of global employers
are struggling to find skilled workers.

* India has a 60%-73% demand-supply gap in key roles such as ML
engineer, data scientist, DevOps engineer, and data architect.
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Word of the day

Tapestry:

a heavy textile with a woven design, used for
curtains and upholstery; a wall hanging of heavy
handwoven fabric often with pictorial designs

Synonymes: tapis, arras

Usa g€ The artist made a beautiful tapestry.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/tapestrypro

International Phonetic
Alphabeti/'taepastﬂ/
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