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“The most
wasted of days
Is one without

laughter.”
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Why a
barren
islamd is a
flashpoint

India accepted Sri Lanka’s right over
Katchatheevu long ago, but politicians
rake it up time and again, denting ties

PROFILES » PAGE

Amid U.S. tariff impact,

will the GST rate cuts
boost the economy?

How RNA, amino acids
may have linked up
on early earth

FAQ » PAGE 8

SCIENCE » PAGE 10

India cruises past

China, meets Korea
in the final

SPORT » PAGE 13

e many residents i india
of their vaccination
certificates. On August 23, 3
Source said that the outage
would be sddressed. However.
the issue remains. » PAGE 5

Mumbai police
bust drug unit
inT

Modi hails Trump’s remarks on ‘special’ ties

PM says he ‘deeply appreciates and reciprocates’
Trump’s positive assessment of India-U.S. relations

DELE

rime Minister Na-

dived over trade,
and Operation Sindoor.
¢ US.

Quosing re
president Donald Trump.

Tully, rechmocater

The Mumbai polics have
uncovered 2 mep!
manufactuning unit in
Cherispaiity near Myderabad,
and arrested 12 persons. The
seized drug is reportedly worth
oer 29 crore. » PAGE 2

Significantdly, the two
leaders, who met warmly
. Pehnary: atocdy afier
Trump orn-in,
harve mot shoken directly
each other since a tele-
a.ll on June 17, aﬁer
ndia-U.S. trad:
B broke o and the

U.S. declared 25% tariffs on

ndl with a

25% penal(y for Indiax
purchase of Russtan

External Affairs Mlnlsler
sche

on.
“1 don’t think we have

[lost Indial,”

said in

There®
we hb(

The two leaders have not spoken directly since a
June 17 call, after which trade talks broke down

PM to skip key
UNGA i1

cements] on cecasion
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pprcciate and fully T
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UMP's sentime:
assessment of our ties

NARENDRA MODI
Btinise,

s and positve

 wr

/

later this month

UNITED NATIONS

September 27. » PAGE 3

a truce after a ceam of U.S.
negoriators,
Delhi in August- -end called
off the vis

At Jaishankar is sche-
duled o travel to the U.

eves will
M Jstahamionr -

high tariff~ When asked
whether he was ready to
reset ties with India, Mr.
Trump said he would “al-
ways be friends with [Mr.]
Modi~ and called him a
“great Prime Minister~.

“1 just don’t like what
he's doing at this particular

W, a ve:
on India, S0% tariff, very

<. but India and the

ited States have a spe-
Gt relationship,” he sasd,
referring to India’s tmports
of Russian oil, and added,
“There's nothing to worry
about... we just have mo-

ments [of disagreements]
occasion

on
A Siw hours later, Mr.
Modi responded. “1 dee;
appreciate and fully recs.
procate President Trump's
sentiments and positive as-
sessment of our ties,” Mr.
Modi said on X, adding that
~India and the U.S. have a
very po;mm and forward-
ookt Comprehensive
" Strategic

comments, Mr. Jaishaniar

said that Prime Minister
Modi and President Trump
have a “good personal eq-
uation™ and that Mr. Modi

can't say more than that,”
he added.

UNGA session

The next steps by both Del-
hi and Washington will be
watched closely for signs of

a°date for the Quad Sum-
mit due to be held in india
this year, which Mr. Trump
is expected to attend.

On Friday, the U.S. Pre-
sident signed an executive
order offering to zero out
tariffs on a number of
goods for countries that
the U.S. has already signed

rump has praised
tndia and M. Mod! in the

past few months on a num-
ber of occasions, while also
criticising India for high ta-
riffs, n ofl imports,

and cairing credis for me-

diating the ceasefire with
Pakistan in May.

First time
However, this is the first
tme Mr. Modi has res-
ponded publicly, indicat-
ing the possibilit

or at least a pause in hostil-

Mintseer. Niadie
meeting with Russian and
Chinese

omise in order
St the table foor talke.

M0 DEAL ON AGRI IMPORTS"
»PAGES

OZIIKODE
A native of Wayanad district in
Kerala died of amoebic
meningoencephalitis on
Saturday. Ratheesh had been
und, eatment for over
two weeks. This is the fourth
death in less than 3 month

in the State. » PAGE 2

Minister gets
bail in teacher
t scam

KOLKATA
We=t Bengal Minister and

recruitment Scam. o PAGE 5

Until next year

Last log of festivities: Devotees in large numbsers take Pt In 3 procession Camying an ol of Ganesha for its immersion in the Arabian Sea

in Mumba+ on Saturday, the last day of the Ganesh Chaturt

festhval, arp.

2 Khalistani
groups got
funding from
inside Canada’

oTTAWA

At least two Khalistani ex-
tremist groups have re-
celved fnancial support
originating from Canada.
according to a new Cana-
diay Ton

Voter fraud probe in
Karnataka stalls as
EC withholds details

Aland audit

The tabie thows the slect
Karmat:

wency of
electio

n
terror financing.

The report thled -2025
Assessment Money
Laundering and Terrorist

international  Sikh

nto an al-

FULL REPOR
» PAGE 3

legad attempt to disenfran-
voters  through

o applications in Kar-
Al

sons filed applications to
delete names of

the credentials of other vo-
ters.

Tged
nataka's
stalled

Malappuram delivers in its fight against home

MALAPPURAM
Home birth rates in the

drascicalty fllcwing faer-
State

remarkable. attributing it
to targeted interventions.
e as she deam of & 35-

“Dota soc ok no
i 20255

year-old woman during a
home birth at Padappa-
ramba, near Malappuram,
in April that prompted a

series  of interventions
from the State health auth-
orfties, with the tof

the district

and the police.
Health officials said the

gion or community. The
trend is largely influenced

the risks of home births,”
Dr. Renuka said. She said
the media’s proactive cov-
erage after the death of the
woman in April has been a
game-changer. Apart from

by certain
and acupuncture groups.,
and driven by a desire 0
avoid medical procedures
such as epidurals or pain
medication, labour induc-

¢ delivery assisted
with Somcere - o ther
instruments.

“we have had good sup-
port from all communities
and religious groups in

of

the
health authorities moved
legally too against those in-
volved in the home birth
that led to the woman's
death.
“We have registered
cases against the victim's

cials have led o a substan-

Dr. Kenulu pointed out
lha( bis could
inherent risks,
Hoularly for women with

tension and haemorrhage
can escalate rously,
Dr. Renuka said.

v has
with the Election Commis-

vestigation
(CID) has sent mumple let-
ters see

Crpase these benind the
scam, s: sources. But d
poll body has not

The case, registered in
February 2023, predates
the recent “vote chori’ cam-
paign of the Congress. In

unidentified per-

F g a
by Congress leader B.R. Pa-
til, verification of ¥orm 7
spplications in 6,018 cases

as genuine and
e lemmnlng 5.994 as
forged.

On a complaint by the
then Assistant Commis-
sioner of Kalaburagl dis-
trict, Mamata Devi,
Aland police mgmered a
case, which the CID took
over.
While the commission

ports, which will help iden-
tify devices used to make
the applications, have gone
unanswered, sources said.

DETAILED REPORT ON
»PAGES




Modi hails Trump’s remarks on ‘special’ ties

PM says he ‘deeply appreciates and reciprocates’
Trump’s positive assessment of India-U.S. relations

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-

rendra Modi said

on Saturday that
India and the U.S. had a
“very positive and for-
ward-looking”  relation-
ship, his first such state-
ment since ties between
the two countries nose-
dived over trade, tariffs,
and Operation Sindoor.

Quoting remarks by U.S.
President Donald Trump,
who said on Friday that In-
dia and the U.S. had a “spe-
cial relationship”, and
praised Mr. Modi and their
friendship, the Prime Mi-
nister said on X that he
“deeply appreciated and
fully reciprocated” the
comments.

Significantly, the two
leaders, who met warmly
in February shortly after
Mr. Trump was sworn-in,
have not spoken directly to
each other since a tele-
phone call on June 17, after
which India-U.S. trade
talks broke down and the

U.S. declared 25% tariffs on
Indian goods, along with a
25% penalty for India’s
purchase of Russian oil.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar, who is sche-
duled to travel to the U.S.
for the fourth time this
year, for the United Na-
tions General Assembly
(UNGA), confirmed that In-
dia “remains engaged”
with the U.S.

Mr. Trump’s comments,
in a 90-minute press confe-
rence on a range of issues,
came a day after he had
said on social media that
the U.S. had “lost India and
Russia to deepest, darkest
China”, a post that he back-
tracked on.

“I don’t think we have
[lost India],” Mr. Trump
said in response to a ques-
tion about the post.

‘Enormous importance’
“I’'ve been very disappoint-
ed that India would be buy-
ing so much oil from Rus-
sia, and I let them know
that we put a very big tariff
on India, 50% tariff, very

have a special relationship.

[ - QQ India and tl?e Unitgd Stat‘es
t A

B ‘.

‘5

There’s nothing to worry about...

we just have moments
[of disagreements| on occasion

DONALD TRUMP
U S. President

3

I deeply appreciate and fully ’fgw,. j!‘

reciprocate President
Trumps sentiments and positive

assessment of our ties

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister

C—

The two leaders have not spoken directly since a
June 17 call, after which trade talks broke down

PM to skip key
UNGA session
later this month

UNITED NATIONS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will not address the General
Debate at the annual high-level
session of the United Nations
General Assembly from
September 23 to 29. External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
will address the session on
September 27. » PAGE 3

high tariff.” When asked
whether he was ready to
reset ties with India, Mr.
Trump said he would “al-
ways be friends with [Mr.]
Modi” and called him a
“great Prime Minister”.

“I just don’t like what
he’s doing at this particular
moment, but India and the
United States have a spe-
cial relationship,” he said,
referring to India’s imports
of Russian oil, and added,
“There’s nothing to worry
about... we just have mo-

ments [of disagreements]
on occasion.”

A few hours later, Mr.
Modi responded. “I deeply
appreciate and fully reci-
procate President Trump’s
sentiments and positive as-
sessment of our ties,” Mr.
Modi said on X, adding that
“India and the U.S. have a
very positive and forward-
looking Comprehensive
and Global Strategic
Partnership.”

When asked about the
comments, Mr. Jaishankar

said that Prime Minister
Modi and President Trump
have a “good personal eq-
uation” and that Mr. Modi
attaches “enormous im-
portance” to the relation-
ship. “The point is that we
remain engaged with the
U.S., and at this time, I
can’t say more than that,”
he added.

UNGA session

The next steps by both Del-
hi and Washington will be
watched closely for signs of

a truce after a team of U.S.
negotiators, due to visit
Delhi in August-end called
off the visit.

Mr. Jaishankar is sche-
duled to travel to the U.S.
to represent India at the
UNGA on September 27,
and it is unclear whether
he will travel as he usually
does to Washington as well
and hold bilateral talks on
breaking the impasse bet-
ween the two sides. All
eyes will be on whether
Mr. Jaishankar and his
counterparts can agree on
a date for the Quad Sum-
mit due to be held in India
this year, which Mr. Trump
is expected to attend.

On Friday, the U.S. Pre-
sident signed an executive
order offering to zero out
tariffs on a number of
goods for countries that
the U.S. has already signed
trade agreements, and out-
looked concessions for fu-
ture trade agreements,
without specifically men-
tioning India.

Mr. Trump has praised
India and Mr. Modi in the

External Affairs Minister says India ‘remains
engaged’ with the U.S. ahead of UNGA session

past few months on a num-
ber of occasions, while also
criticising India for high ta-
riffs, Russian oil imports,
and claiming credit for me-
diating the ceasefire with
Pakistan in May.

First time

However, this is the first
time Mr. Modi has res-
ponded publicly, indicat-
ing the possibility of a thaw
or at least a pause in hostil-
ities in the ties. In the past
week, tensions have grown
over comments by Trump
administration officials, in-
cluding trade advisor Peter
Navarro — who called
Prime Minister Modi’s
meeting with Russian and
Chinese leaders a
“shame”, and called the
Ukraine conflict “Modi’s
war” — and Commerce Se-
cretary Howard Lutnick,
who said India would
“have to say sorry” and
compromise in order to re-
turn to the table for talks.

‘NO DEAL ON AGRI IMPORTS’
» PAGE 3




* PM Narendra Modi acknowledged U.S. President Donald Trump’s remarks that India and
the U.S. share a “special relationship”.

* Modi said ties are “very positive and forward-looking”, despite recent tensions over
tariffs, oil imports, and trade disputes.

e 2. Recent Strains in India—U.S. Relations
e U.S. imposed 25% tariffs on Indian goods and penalties on Russian oil imports.
* India faced criticism from U.S. officials over:

* High tariffs

* Mediation in Russia-Ukraine ceasefire

* Defense trade with Russia



* Diplomatic Engagements

 S. Jaishankar, India’s EAM, is scheduled to attend UNGA 2024 and represent India at
Quad talks.

* India and the U.S. are attempting to reset ties after trade talks collapsed in June 2024.
Modi will skip UNGA this year; Jaishankar to lead.
4. Trump—Modi Dynamics

Trump earlier remarked the U.S. had “lost India and Russia to China”, but backtracked.

Modi responded by stressing friendship and comprehensive strategic partnership.
Both leaders haven’t spoken directly since June 17, 2024.
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BUDAPEST

olice ban Pride

arade

H
amid LGBTQ crackdown by Orban

SEOUL

Seoul vows support to Koreans

arrested in U.S. immi

BELGRADE

At least 42 detained following
Serbia anti-government protest

DUBAI

Iran turns mass grave of 1979
revolution victims into parking lot

sEuTeRs * o
' 'S
t South Korean President Lee Jae Myung ey ple an Apateh of sand in the largest yin wan's
SrEsnisers sieted Uiey vould praes shasd wit olding the event. | ‘Seturday 1o respond e 300 of aus. | the  Nows Sad gas to disperse capital was acies for
it came his Foreign Minister Cho Hyun the crowd. Several thousands kiled in the mass executions that followed Iran's 1973
pursuing Prden said the government has set re=pond and that he may in the latest in 2 series of ted protests sparked by | Revolution. Now, Lot 41 at the sprawling Behesht-e Zahra cemete:

June — only o record nuMBers to defy the move. &7

RO 10 Washington to mees with officals If needed, REUTERS

"
the fatal collapse of the city's train station roof last Nowember. ArP.

o
In Tehean is becoming a parking lot, sateliite images showed. AP

Israel asks famine-stricken Gaza City
resndents to flee as it targets hi

DEIR AL-BALAH

srael's Army called on
Saturday on Palesti-

move
area It designated in the
south as it expanded its op-
erations in preparation for
seizing the famine-stricken
including targeting

ing authority on food cris-
es declared the city to be
Eripped by famine.

Israeli military spokes-
person Avichay Adraee

APalestiian

wrote in X that the Army
declared Muwasi — a ma-
keshift tent camp in south-
ern Gaza Strip — a humani-
tarian area and urged
everyone in the city, which

2 community kitchen in Deir 3-Balah in south Gaza on Saturday. Ar

pot of donated food from

it called a Hamas strong-
hold and specified as a
combat zone, to leave.

The military, in a state-
ment, provided a map
showing the area in Khan

Younis that the umanitar-
jan area mpasses,
Which includes. the block
where Nasser Hospital is
located.

The area around the
hospital has been consi-
dered a red zone, though
not the medical facility it-
self. Israel

ga.
The hospital was not
evacuation.

staying back
The declasanon of a so-
called “humanitarian
zone~ in southern Gaza
was done by the lsraeli
authorities  unilaterally,
and the UN and the wider
umanitarian community

-rises

le e\a(u.mun of Gaza City would exacerbate the dire humanitarian crisis: Israel
ian area and urges everyone in Gaza city to leave

are not part of that deslg-

Olga Cherev-
X, 2 spalesperace for the
UN Offsce for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian Af-
fairs. In a statement on Sa-

rael struck another high-
rise building in Gaza City,
saying Hamas used it for
surveillance, without pro-
viding evidence.

Thailand’s next PM reaffirms
promise of new elections

BANGKOK

's next Prime Mi-
nister on Saturday pledged
0 make good on his pro-
mise to lead the fractured
interim government to
new polls.

Conservative  tycoon

Anu was
confirmed by partlament

long pow:
ing the ouster of his prede-

Anastin Charrwiraiosd

tons that he recommitted

sit friends and seek medi-
cal treatment.
The Supreme Court is

following his return from
exile in August 2023, a ver-
dict some analysts say
could see him jailed.

o
in 2023, but pulled out in

cessor Paetongtarn  to on Saturday. June over Ms. Pa -

arra. 71 think we are clear i tarms alleged misconduct

The construction mag-  terms of politics inal I with

nate cobbled together a  are going to insoive the n ex-leader Hun
malmon or opposition  parliam in four

blocs S Phen  Monthor he sald during a The Shinawatras have

Thaal, the electoral vehicle i e iy partyTiead.. ;beert’a mmaloseey GF Tk

Shi- quznus by T! i e past two de-

e dymasty's pa-  media. cades, sparnns with the

triarch Thaksin. Thaksin unexpect-  pro-monarchy, pro-mili-

Mr. Anutin received the
backing of the People’s
ich

rality of seats, on condi-

edly left the kingdom be-
fore the paﬂlarnenlax)
vote, bous for

where he slld he wuld v\-

tary establishment that
views them as a threat to
the kingdom's traditional
social order.

China condemns
Australia, Canada
ships in Taiwan Strait

BEUING

China said on Saturday
that iss military monitored
the passage of Australian
and Canadian warships
through the Taiwan Strait,
criticising their presence in
the sensitive waterway as
trouble

“causing tr
Beifing views Talwan as
part of ks territory and
claims jurisdiction over the
body of water that sepa-
rates the selfruled island
from  the  Chine:
mainland.
“On September 6, the
Canadian frigate Quebec
and the Australian des-

sPokasperson for the Ea
ern Theatre Command of
the People’s Liberation Ar-
my (PLA).

China has not ruled out

the use of force

Grooming to reign

Venezuela’s Maduro
calls for talks after
threat from Trump

WASHINGTON

Venezuelan leader Nicolas
Maduro on Friday called
for with Washing-
ton, hours after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump threa-
tened to shoot down
Venezuelan military jess if
they pose a danger o U.S.
forces.

Tensions between the
two countrie: in 1
ot days after the Penta-

Nicolas Maduro

buzzing U.S

ships, Mr.

sage
nezuela's radio and televi-
sion networks.

trol of Talwan.

 cantre, at h
rince

Patace in

. where a succession crisis is Brewing. AFP

Imran Khan slams Pakistan Army chief
for ‘inflicting oppression’ to prolong rule

LAHORE

pakistan's jailed former

Prime Minister Imran
Khan on _ Saturday
launched a fresh attack on

Army chief Field Marshal

Imvan Khan also condemned the bomb blast at a rally in

Bakochistan in which ot least 15 people were

atrocities against his party

workers.

~Today Asim Munir is

Inflicting_ oppression _on
Pakistan to

the people of
B

Kled this week. 45>

protong his own rule, thus
weakening the country,”

Mr. said. The 72-vear-
old cricketer-turned politi-
P a1 in jail for ov-

er two years in multiple

cause of this

7 Which at 1east 15 peaple
‘were killed this week. The
situation in Balochistan is
worsening by the day be-
cause elected representa-

are not allowed to
govern,”

Jihadists kill 55 in
attack on town home
to displaced Nigerians

MAIDUGURE

Jihadists killed at least 55
people in northeast Nigeria
while storming a town that
is home to residents who
had been returned from a
closed camp for internally
displaced persons. (I08),
n NGO worker and civi:
fian milltia Jeader said on
Sature
While jihadist violence
has waned since the peak
of the Boko Haram insur-
gency, from 20132015, mil-
cluding rival Islam-

i State West African
Province (ISWAP) continue
to launch attacks across ru-
ral areas in the northeast.

ary base
The' Friday night assault
an attack

has always
been willing u.lk w en-

gage in dialogue. bur we
demand lespecl he
added.

war on drug cart
The 10 aircraft will join
U.S. warships already pre-

whoin the U.S. accuses of
leading a drug cartel.

Mr. Maduro denled that
in his evening.

“Those intelligence re-
ports th
(Trump) are not true Mr
Maduro said. ~Venezue
today s a country free
from coca leaf production,

-aine, and is a country
that Aghts against drug
traffickis

Asked earlier on Friday

dents of Venezuelan jets

Mr. Trump zaid belonged
to Tren de Aragua, a Vene-
xuelan criminal organisa-
tion he tied to Mr. Maduro,
killing 11 persons.

The high-tech F-35 jets
are being deployed to an
airfield in Puerto Rico, a
US. Caribbean island terri-

tory of more than three

milion people, U.S. sourc-
es said
AMr. Maduro — a leftist fi-
rand_whose elec-

tion in 2024 was seen by
Washington as ilegitimate
— has denounced the U.S.
bulldup as “the greatest
reat our continent has
seen in the Last 100 years.”
Declaring s country
prepared for “armed strug-
gle in defence of the na-
~ he has

excey

House Deputy
Staff Stephen AMiller de-
scribed Mr. Maduro as an
“indicted drug trafficker”
and said Venezuela is belng
by a “drug cartel, a
narcotrafficking
organisation




Israel asks famine-stricken Gaza City
residents to flee as it targets high-rises

Aid groups have warned that a large-scale evacuation of Gaza City would exacerbate the dire humanitarian crisis; Israel

declares Muwasi — a makeshift tent camp in southern Gaza — a humanitarian area and urges everyone in Gaza city to leave

Associated Press
DEIR AL-BALAH

Saturday on Palesti-

nians in Gaza City to
move to a humanitarian
area it designated in the
south as it expanded its op-
erations in preparation for
seizing the famine-stricken
city, including targeting
high-rise buildings.

Aid groups have repeat-
edly warned that a large-
scale evacuation of Gaza
City would exacerbate the
dire humanitarian situa-
tion, after the world’s lead-
ing authority on food cris-
es declared the city to be
gripped by famine.

Israeli military spokes-
person Avichay Adraee

l srael’s Army called on

N .

Stranded lot: A Palestinian child carries a pot of donated food from

a community kitchen in Deir al-Balah in south Gaza on Saturday. AP

wrote in X that the Army
declared Muwasi — a ma-
keshift tent camp in south-
ern Gaza Strip — a humani-
tarian area and urged
everyone in the city, which

it called a Hamas strong-
hold and specified as a
combat zone, to leave.

The military, in a state-
ment, provided a map
showing the area in Khan

Younis that the humanitar-
ian area encompasses,
which includes the block
where Nasser Hospital is
located.

The area around the
hospital has been consi-
dered a red zone, though
not the medical facility it-
self. Last week, Israel
struck the hospital, killing
22 people, including Ma-
riam Dagga, a journalist.
The hospital was not under
evacuation.

UN staying back

The declaration of a so-
called “humanitarian
zone” in southern Gaza
was done by the Israeli
authorities  unilaterally,
and the UN and the wider
humanitarian community

are not part of that desig-
nation, said Olga Cherev-
ko, a spokesperson for the
UN Office for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian Af-
fairs. In a statement on Sa-
turday, the UN said it is
staying in Gaza City to pro-
vide aid and warned that
the continued offensive
will push people into an
even deeper catastrophe.

Israel on Saturday is-
sued warnings for two
high-rises in Gaza City and
the tents around them, say-
ing Hamas had infrastruc-
ture inside or near them. It
comes a day after after Is-
rael struck another high-
rise building in Gaza City,
saying Hamas used it for
surveillance, without pro-
viding evidence.



Israel’s Call for Evacuation

Israel’s Army asked Palestinians in famine-stricken Gaza City to evacuate.

Move is towards humanitarian area in southern Gaza (Muwasi).

Gaza City declared a combat zone, with Israeli operations targeting high-rises.

2. Humanitarian Concerns

Aid groups warn: large-scale evacuation will worsen the humanitarian crisis.

Gaza already gripped by famine, according to the world’s leading food crisis authority.
UN & aid groups fear that evacuations - deeper catastrophe.



Designation of Humanitarian Zone

Muwasi tent camp in southern Gaza Strip designated as “humanitarian area.”

Israeli map showed areas around Khan Younis, including block with Nasser Hospital.
Area around hospital = red zone (though hospital not evacuated yet).

4. Targeting High-Rises

Israel struck two Gaza high-rises, alleging Hamas used them for surveillance.

No clear evidence provided.

Last week, Israel also targeted Nasser Hospital area, killing 22 people including a journalist.
5. UN’s Position

UN says it will remain in Gaza City to provide aid.

Warned that offensive may push people into deeper disaster.

Criticized Israel’s unilateral declaration of “humanitarian zones.”



* Gaza Conflict: Ongoing since Israel’s blockade (2007) after Hamas takeover.

* Previous Israel-Hamas wars (2008, 2012, 2014, 2021, 2023) - repeated destruction &
humanitarian crises.

* Geographical Angle

* Gaza = narrow Mediterranean coastal strip (41 km long).
Densely populated: 2.2 million people in 365 sq. km.
Borders: Israel, Egypt, Mediterranean Sea.

Strategic location = control of land crossings critical for supplies.



Gold returns hit 40%,
highest in 25 years

WITH GOLD PRICES  Friday, MCX spot
hitting record highs gold prices hit an

almost every day, all-time high of
returns from the %1,05,967 per10 gm,
yellow metal have while MCX spot silver

surged 40% in 2025 was at %1,23,238 per
so far—the highestin kg, marginally below
25 years. Silver has Thursday's record
also delivered strong 0of¥1,23,335.

gains, with returns
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Blood Moon



* A blood moon will be visible in India on September 7, 2025, during a total lunar
eclipse, when the moon will appear dark red due to Earth’s shadow.






e A blood moon is a total lunar eclipse when the
moon takes on a reddish-copper hue instead of
its usual white glow.

e During a total lunar eclipse, Earth comes
between the sun and the moon.

e Direct sunlight is blocked, but Earth’s atmosphere
bends and scatters some light onto the moon.

e Blue light is filtered out, while red light is
refracted toward the moon, giving it a reddish
colour.



* Features:

Colour intensity depends on dust, smoke, and particles in Earth’s atmosphere.

The reddish effect is due to Rayleigh scattering, the same process that makes the
sky appear blue.

Visible across large regions where the eclipse is above the horizon.
Entirely natural and predictable.

Can last for several hours depending on eclipse duration.




Blue Moon

Blood Moon

Supermoon

Micro Moon

Harvest Moon

Wolf Moon

Strawberry Moon

Pink Moon

Hunter’s Moon

Snow Moon

A rare occurrence - either the second full moon in a month OR the 13th in a

year.

Appears reddish during a total lunar eclipse due to Earth’s atmosphere

filtering sunlight.

A full moon that appears larger and brighter because it is closest to Earth in

its orbit (perigee).

A full moon that appears smaller as it occurs when the Moon is farthest

from Earth (apogee).

The full moon nearest to the autumn equinox (Sept), rises soon after

sunset.
The first full moon of January; named from folklore.

The full moon in June; linked to strawberry harvest season in the Northern

Hemisphere.

April's full moon; named after wild ground phlox flowers that bloom in

spring.
The full moon following the Harvest Moon, in October.

The full moon in February, associated with heavy snowfalls in the Northern

\

Hemisphere.



Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan



* On September 5, 2025, President Droupadi Murmu paid floral tributes to Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan at Rashtrapati Bhavan on his birth anniversary, which is
also celebrated as Teacher’s Day in India.






e Who he was?

* Born on September 5, 1888, in
Tirutani, Andhra Pradesh.

* A renowned philosopher, scholar,
teacher, and statesman.

e Served as India’s second President
(1962-1967) and first Vice President
(1952-1962).



* History & Academic Career:
e Studied at Madras Christian College.

e Taught at the Universities of Mysore and Calcutta; later became Spalding
Professor of Eastern Religions and Ethics at Oxford University.

* Known for bridging Indian and Western philosophy, introducing Indian thought to
the global stage.

* Served as Ambassador to the Soviet Union (1949-1952) before entering high
political office.




* Contributions to India:

e Strong advocate of education as a tool of transformation. Chaired the University
Education Commission (1949) to reform higher education in independent India.

* Promoted religious pluralism and comparative philosophy, enhancing India’s
intellectual profile abroad.

* Guided India through critical years of Cold War diplomacy as Vice President and
President.




e Significance:

* His birth anniversary is celebrated as Teacher’s Day, recognising his lifelong
dedication to education.

* Revered for his wisdom, erudition, and statesmanship in India’s formative
years.

* Considered a bridge-builder between East and West through his writings
on Vedanta and comparative religion.
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Carlo Acutis becomes
first millennial saint
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Maharashtra

VEMICE FILM FESTIVAL
Anuparna Roy bags
Best Director award
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DOUBLE DELIGHT

India bags Asia Cup,
books World Cup spot
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Tokvo
Japan Prime Minister Shigeru
Ishina announced on Sunday
that he woukd resign from his
post followsng growing calls

from within hiz party to take
responsibility for a historic

eat in the pariamentary
election in July. Mr. lshiba ssid
a% a press conference on
Sunday night that he was
stepping down. » PAGE 14

Kuki-Zo to focus
on UT, ture
in talks with govt.

NEW DEL
The Kuki-Zo insurgent groups,

Teritory [UT) with legisisture
for the Kuii-Zo areas in
Manipur. » PAGE &

Kasaragod man
contracts brain
infection: Kerala

KASARAGOD
A 32-year-old man from

the infection while bathing in a
PONG or river. » PAGE 3

Workers detained
in U.S. raid will be
released: S. Korea

ssouL
More than 300 South Korean
workers detaned following a
massive immigration raid ot 3
Hyundai plant in Georgia will
be released and brought home,
the Scuth Korean government
announced. » PAGE 14

Russia’s largest air strike hits key Kyiv target

Four killed as 810 drones and decoys deployed to
attack Kyiv; 747 drones, four missiles shot down

e

ussla hit Ukraine's

with

drones and mis-

siles on Sunday in the lar-
st aerial attack since the
war began, killing four per-
sons across the country
go-

drones and decoys, Uk-
raine’s Air Force said, ad-
ding it shoc down 747

drones and four missiles.
s of smoke rose

was not immediately clear
if the smoke was the result
of a direct hit or debris,
which would mark an esca-
lation in Russia’s alr cam-
paign, which has so far
spared government bufld-
n the city centre.

The building is the
home of Ukraine's Cabinet
and its Ministers. The pol-
ice blocked access to the
bullding as fire trucks a

nces arrived.

Yurly thnat, an air force
pokesperson. confirmed
that Sunday’s amack was
the largest Russian drone
strike since the full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine in Febru-
2022 ako
missiles. Hits
from nine missiles and 54
drones were recorded at 33
locations across Ukraine.

New measures
Ukraine President Volody-

Mr. Zelenskyy said thas
four persons were killed
across the country and 44
wounded.

He said he spoke on the
phone with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron
about the attack-

“Together with France,
we are preparing new mea-
sures to strengthen our de-
fence.” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Mr. Macron earlier on
Sunday accused Russia of
“striking indiscriminately
and said Moscow “is lock
ing kself ever decper into

Capital threat: Smoke
Sunday. sEuTEss

the logic of war and terros.

cowardly strikes show that
Viadimir Putin believes he

must stand firm in our sup-

For the first time since the invasion, Kyiv’s
Cabinet building is struck and damaged

= aver 3 buiding of the Ukrairan government hesdquarters in Kyiv on

portfor Ukraine and its so-
Mr.  Starmer

In the Ukrainian capital,
the amtack killed two peo”
ple and wounded 20 oth-
ers, according to city
official

‘.l"hose killed were a

mother and her 3-month-
old child, who: bodies
were dug out of the rubible,

head of Kyiv’s city adminis-
wation. At least 10 loca-

drone hits struck a nine-

calls for further

Zelenskyy speaks wn.h Prench President Macron,

the

story residential building in
Sviatoshynskyi dis-

dential building in Darnyt-
skyi district.
Mr. Zelenskyy called for

the Kremlin criminals to
stop killing: only political
will s n
Ukraine’s Prime Minis-
ter Yulia Svyrydenko post-
leo of herself inside
the damaged government
building, where she said a
fire covering 800 square
meterswas put out.
~It looks like Russia is
not ready for negotiations.
We call our partners to
help close our sky. Let's
strengthen sanctions
against Russia_ Let's create
the security guarantees
aystemn that will BeX op
lhe ene!nv. she
DefenLe Ml»
nlsn') s.\l\i bunda‘y that

used “Hiigh precision wea-
~ and drones to strike
drone assem! stor-
age sites, military air bases
n central, southern, and
astern Ukraine, an indus-
trial facility, and a logistics
facliey an the cussldres. of

The Misiry (i iax

out on ather objects within
the borders of Kyiv." in
what could be a reference
w© maged govern-
ment building.

‘Second mass attack”
Sunday's attack Is the se-
cond mass Russian drone
and missile attack to targec
Kyiv In the span of two

weeks, as hopes for peace
talks w

It comes after European
leaders pressed Mr. Putin
o work to end the war af-
ter 26 of Ukraine's allies

asa“re: nce force™
the war-torn count:
the fghting

Blood moon

Sky show: The
caught the atte

d moon
tion of skyw,

o Bhuban
hers across In

nar echpse on Sunc
0FYS. BISRARAM AN ROUT

. The total eclipse phase which began at 11.01 p.m

Reform of GST will boost
consumption: Sitharaman

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has expressed
confidence that revenue
buoyancy, driven by a
spurt in consumption, will

GST revenues following

nitely bolster GDP growth,
she sasd.

Inan mlelvlzw she said
the consumption boost to

GDP growth in the current
financial year.

<

Asked about the impact
on fiscal deficic, Ms. Sitha-
raman said the 48,000-
crore financial implication
was a static number based
on a base year, but when it

Nirmala Srharaman

yanc:
this £48.000-crore amount

we will be able to make it
up this year iself. So I
don't see an impact on my
fiscal deficit or my fiscal
mmgemnl 1 will stick to

my numbers [4.4% of
CDP1” she said.
The Centre estimates

the fiscal deficit during
2025-26 at 4.4% of the GDP,
or 215.69 lakh crore.

Last week, the Goods
and Services Tax Council
approved a two-tier struc-
ture of 5% and 18% and a
40% slab for the tax re-
gime. Calling the GST over-
haul a “people’s refor

est of the poor el
something small that they
buy, touched by GST*

Sri Lankan Tamil refugees not eligible for long-term visas, says official

e

NEW DELHI

Undocumented Sri Lankan
Tamil refugees who were
mpted from penal pro-
Vistons by a Union Home
Ministry order last week
are not eligible to apply for
long-term visas (LTVS), a
senior government official
told The Hind,
official, however,

n the

citizenship, are issued for a
period of one to five years.

The official sasd that Sri
Lankan Tamils are not ehgr
ible to apply for LTVs, bus
forcigners can apply for In-
dian citizenship under the
Citizenship Act, 1955.

©On March 17, 2021, the
MHA informed the Rajya
Sabha that “Any foreigner,
including a Sri Lankan citi-
zen, may acquire Indian ci-

by

o
reason for the ineligibility.

Though the order re-
moves the tag of an ~illegal
migrant” from registered
Sri Lankan Tamil nationals
who entered India before

grant of indian
The LTVs, a precursor

"

x

y or
naturalisation after fulfill-
e eligibility criteria
laid down in the Citizen-
ship Act, 1955, and the
rules made thereunder™
However, a 1986 letter
by the Ministry to Chief Se-
cretartes asks the States to
not “entertain the applica-
Lai refugees

tions of St
D ]

A camp for Sei Lankan refupees. Undocumented refugees were
exempted from penal provisions by an ceder earfies. FILE #4070

for the grant of Indlan ciri-
zenship™. It states that the
Covernnian af Yrilla -
eived enquiries regarding
"nal)oml status of these Sri
Lanka nallnn.\ls \hbo came
to luh: as refi
r careful considera-
uon (he Gol have come to

the conclusion that no Sri
Lanka refugees who came
20 India in July 1983 or after
be naturalised/re-
gistered under the provi-
stons of the Citizenship
Act, 1955, and Citizenship
Rules, 1956, it says
e directions are sull

operational.

n September 2, the
MHA notified the Immigra-
tion and Foreigners (Ex-
emption) Order under the
Smmigration and Rorelgn-
ers Act, 2025 that was
passed by the Pariiament

exit of foreigners, and im-
migration and passport
rules, including the Pass-

1t Act and Foreigners
Act. The notified order ex-
empted “registered sri
Lankan Tamil nationals
who have taken shelter in
india upto the Sth January,
2015" from the provisions
of sub-sections (), (2) and
(3) of Section 3 (require-
ment of passport or other

travel document or visa) of
the 2025 Act

“The Sepcember 2 notfi-
cation also exempted un-
documented members of
six minority communities
from Afghanistan, Bangla-
desh, and Pakistan from
penal provisions and posst-
ble deportation if they en-
oerad Biclln withot
ports or visas. with
Sxpired travel docaments,
before December 31, 2024.

While the six communi-
ties will be able to apply for
LTVs, making them !
0 apply for citizenship af-
ter at least 11 years of con-
tnuous stay in india, S
ks Sarails sl vice. b
eligible for the sa

ooy Arairal, an acth

vist losely smsoctated with

issues faced by Sri Lankan
Tamils since 1990, said that
the MHA had been lenient
In setting January 9. 2015,
as the cut-off date, close &
Six years after the end ofu—
vil war in Sri Lanka.~
notification makes India
safe haven for Sri Lankan
Tamils who took refuge be-
fore 2015. Those who wish
to stay back can do so with-
out fear of being branded

so protects from
forced expulsion or depor-

tation,” he said.
According to the MHA's
202324, 2

04,269
Sri Lankan refugees en-
tered India in various phas
es between July 1983 and
August 2012.

Congress MLA
may move SC
to get EC data
in fraud case

BENGALURU

Congress MLA B.R. Patil,
v.rm first flagged the al-
leged voter fraud in his
Aland constituency in Ka-
laburagi district ahead of

rnataka Asse
election in 2023,

Commission to share tech-
nical data to unm. e
culprits behind the frand.
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»PAGES




Russia’s largest air strike hits key Kyiv target

Four killed as 810 drones and decoys deployed to
attack Kyiv; 747 drones, four missiles shot down

Associated Press
KYIV

ussia hit Ukraine’s
R capital with
drones and mis-

siles on Sunday in the lar-
gest aerial attack since the
war began, killing four per-
sons across the country
and damaging a key go-
vernment building.

Russia attacked with 810
drones and decoys, Uk-
raine’s Air Force said, ad-
ding it shot down 747
drones and four missiles.

Plumes of smoke rose
from the roof of Kyiv’s go-
vernment headquarters. It
was not immediately clear
if the smoke was the result
of a direct hit or debris,
which would mark an esca-
lation in Russia’s air cam-
paign, which has so far
spared government build-
ings in the city centre.

The building is the
home of Ukraine’s Cabinet
and its Ministers. The pol-
ice blocked access to the
building as fire trucks and
ambulances arrived.

Yuriy Thnat, an air force
spokesperson, confirmed
that Sunday’s attack was
the largest Russian drone
strike since the full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022. Russia also
launched 13 missiles. Hits
from nine missiles and 54
drones were recorded at 33
locations across Ukraine.

New measures

Ukraine President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said that he
was counting on a strong
U.S. response.

Mr. Zelenskyy said that
four persons were killed
across the country and 44
wounded.

He said he spoke on the
phone with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron
about the attack.

“Together with France,
we are preparing new mea-
sures to strengthen our de-
fence,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Mr. Macron earlier on
Sunday accused Russia of
“striking indiscriminately”
and said Moscow “is lock-
ing itself ever deeper into

For the first time since the invasion, Kyiv’s
Cabinet building is struck and damaged

Capital threat: Smoke rises over a building of the Ukrainian government headquarters in Kyiv on
Sunday. REUTERS

the logic of war and terror.”

British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer also con-
demned the attack. “These
cowardly strikes show that
Vladimir Putin believes he
can act with impunity.
Now, more than ever, we
must stand firm in our sup-

port for Ukraine and its so-
vereignty,” Mr. Starmer
said in a statement.

In the Ukrainian capital,
the attack killed two peo-
ple and wounded 20 oth-
ers, according to city
officials.

Those killed were a

mother and her 3-month-
old child, whose bodies
were dug out of the rubble,
said Tymur Tkachenko, the
head of Kyiv’s city adminis-
tration. At least 10 loca-
tions in Kyiv were dam-
aged, he added. Direct
drone hits struck a nine-

story residential building in
Kyiv’s Sviatoshynskyi dis-
trict and a four-story resi-
dential building in Darnyt-
skyi district.

Mr. Zelenskyy called for
sanctions on Russia.

“Such killings now,
when real diplomacy could
have started long ago, are a
deliberate crime and a pro-
longation of the war,” he
said. “The world can force
the Kremlin criminals to
stop killing; only political
will is needed.”

Ukraine’s Prime Minis-
ter Yulia Svyrydenko post-
ed a video of herself inside
the damaged government
building, where she said a
fire covering 800 square
meterswas put out.

“It looks like Russia is
not ready for negotiations.
We call our partners to
help close our sky. Let’s
strengthen sanctions
against Russia. Let’s create
the security guarantees
system that will help stop
the enemy,” she said.

The Russian Defence Mi-
nistry said Sunday that it

Zelenskyy speaks with French President Macron,
calls for further sanctions against the Russians

used “high-precision wea-
pons” and drones to strike
drone assembly and stor-
age sites, military air bases
in central, southern, and
eastern Ukraine, an indus-
trial facility, and a logistics
facility on the outskirts of
Kyiv.

The Ministry said that
“all designated objects
were hit” and claimed that
“no strikes were carried
out on other objects within
the borders of Kyiv,” in
what could be a reference
to the damaged govern-
ment building.

‘Second mass attack’
Sunday’s attack is the se-
cond mass Russian drone
and missile attack to target
Kyiv in the span of two
weeks, as hopes for peace
talks wane.

It comes after European
leaders pressed Mr. Putin
to work to end the war af-
ter 26 of Ukraine’s allies
pledged to deploy troops
as a “reassurance force” for
the war-torn country once
the fighting ends.

+
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High-level talks between Kyiv and Moscow end with no agreement except to keep talking.
Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy urges a no-fly zone that the White House rules out.
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e 747 drones and 4 missiles were shot down.
e Still, 4 killed and 44 injured across the country.







* Kyiv has symbolic importance as the capital of Ukraine and was targeted heavily
during World War Il by Nazi Germany.

* Russia’s targeting of government HQs mirrors strategies of psychological warfare.
* Geopolitical Angle

* The conflict has reshaped NATO’s eastern security doctrine, leading to Sweden
and Finland joining NATO.

* The EU has imposed 13+ sanctions packages on Russia since 2022.



THE HINDU

News

nonday, September S, 2025
CHENNAL

MSMES must participate in
defence R&D: DRDO chief

Defence and D o

(DRDO) Chafrman Samir V. Kamat on Saturday

micro, small, and medium enterprises
and ps to actively

in
ene. calling e an

defence research and d

“opportune time~ for industry to
sector. He was speaking at a conclave eu‘ganlsed
by the Defence Fechnology and Test Centre,
Lucknow. He assured p.amc:pams that the DRDO
would provide all passible SUPPOTE to the MSMES.
I & meseage, Defonce Miniscer Rajnath Singh
complimented the DRDO and the MSMEs for

the and their

Ivancing Prime Minister Nar
Rocli Vision OF Self reliance i defame

12-vear-old boy killed by five
minor students in Odisha

“ive minor students of a madrasa in Odisha’
Navagarh district were arrested for alleged?y
killing a 12-year-old boy of the institution and
dumping his body Into a septic tank, an officer
said on Sunday. The incident occurred on
September 2, when the boy was strangled to
death by (hc prime accused and his four
associate: e registered a case on
sep:ember 3, and the five boys in the age
group of 12 to 15 have been taken into cuslody on

o
Nayagarh, Subhas anda

o aticos B v Penvealod that the viceion wea
sexually abused. rm

Arunac] e to host

Sunrise Festival in December

A village in Arunachal Pradesh that receives the
first rays of the sun in the country every day will

experience the first dawn of the New Year in the
“Land of the Rising Sun’, Mr. Khandu said.

Kolkata establishments told to
displa boards in Be:

The Kolkata Municipal Corporation has ordered
all
institutions, and shops across the cit

should be at the top of all hoardings, signboards,
and e order has to be complied with
by September 30. The new notification by the
Aunicipal Commissioner recalls an earlier order,
dated 30, 2024, in which shops and
Iude Bengali

tions were “requested™ to
oards.

MUMBAL

he grand condu

sion' of the 10-day

Gan Chagusthi
festival was marred
deaths and injuries to de.
votees across Maharashtra
on Sunday. person
was ele(lrocuxed in Mum-
bai while five devotees
dre

ound

when a Ganpati idol came
into contact with a hanging
electric wire. One person
was elactrocutad and five
injured in the inci-
dent. All Injured were re-

portedly stable.
The mnﬂnuous rainfall

and wells brimming, con-
tributed to a spate of inci-
dents across the State_

another per: was
washed away at Shell Pim-

Devotee electrocuted., five i
13 people remain missing in State as officials launch search operations

jured

palgaon and a fourth per-
son slipped and fell into a
well at Birwadi in Pune Ru-
ral. The bodies of two vic-
tims were recovered.

In  Nanded district,
three people were swept
away at Gadegaon. One
Was rescues but s&an:h
operations continued for
the others. A similar trage-
dy was reported from
hash.lk district, where four

were washed away,

and (he body of one victim
Jalgaon

Qistrict administration re-
rted that three people
were washed away while
three incidents were re-
ported in Thane district,
and one was reco-
vered, the police said. The
National and State Disaster

cession in Muml

= Devotees bid farcwell to Lalbaugeha
thve Ganesha Kol imimersion In Mambes on Sunday. ANI

5 drown during idol
immersion events
ACross Maharashtra

i; at least

Raja during

Response Forces
Snd SDRF) were deployed
at multple sites.

Lalbaugcha Raja
The immersion of Mum-

gaon Chowpatty early on
Sunday.

India and
Bangladesh to
hold talks on
water sharing

Kallol Bhattacherjes

NEW DELE

The India-Bangladesh Joint
River Commission s set to
Tuesday.

ter sharing of 14 crass-bor-
der rivers.

Sources said that Bangla-
desh plans to use the dis-
cussion as a warm-up for
talks on the Ganga Waters

ment of 1996 that will
come up for renewal next
year, when Bangladesh will
also hold its first election
since the overthrow of the
Sheikn Hasina government
n

The weaty was signed
duri hLL Hasinas frst
term In power in 1996,
when it was decided that
the treaty would be consi-
dered for renewal 30 years
Later. 1t is understood thar

the river’s water on the In-
dian side.

lomatic sources said
that Dhaka Is expeceed to
2k for s Special vebicls s

Anuparna Roy with the award at the 82nd edition of the Vensce Film
Festivalin Venice, ltaly, on Saturday. 45

Anuparna Roy wins
best director award
at Venice festival

NEW DELHI

Filmmaker Anuparna Roy.
who made her debut with
Songs of Forgotten Trees.
has bagged the best direc-
tor award at the Venice In-

ap. the film
pnemiered o el festivals
prestigious Ortzzonti Com-

Thooya, a migrant and as-
piring actor, who survives
the city by leveraging beau-
ty and wit, occassonally
trading  intimacy  for
opportunity.

Stand by Palestine
During “ner acoeptance
speech, filmmaker
spoke on e ontobg 1o
Tael and Palestine confiict.
child  deserves
freedom, libera-
ﬂan and Palestinians are
it's a res-

wit
but works. young talent,
indle features, and less-
cinema, on Sep-
tember 1.
~This film Is a ribute to

punslbuny as the moment
stand by Palestine. I
nughl upset m) country
but it doesn™t matter to me
anymore,” she said. ac-
cording to the entertain-
ment news cutlet Variety.

every woman who's ever
been silenced,

ers, lnclnd:ng oz \lu.hurL
Xhowai, Gomu harla,
2nd Docdhlamat.

Bangladesh also wants
India’s support to create a

joint flood forecasting me-
chanism, sources said.

ar May
this win Inspire more volc-

of Fo ot Trees
follows the story of

Rai, Romil Modi, and Ran-
Jjan Singh, the cast includes
Bhushan  Shimpi. Ravi
Maan, l’r\larn Pilania, and
Lovely Singh.

The Venice Internation-
al Film Festival concluded
on ¥.

Her college a Pr:
desh withheld her original
certificates, insisting she
complete a ~ser-
riod™ of one year at

that's exactly what it is.
Even if 1 ook five days of
leave, those days were
stmply added to extend the
period.”

Stories like Ritu's lie at

ation
(IPNA), a welfare organisa-
ton for nurses.

The peution highlights
how private colleges conti-
nue to exploit students.
despite repeated judiciai

and regulatory pronounce-
ments declaring the prac-
tice unlawfi

Outlawed, yet thriving

where institutions compe!
tes to work in affi-

Hated fixed

Private colleges continue to exploit musems. despite judicial and

against the practice, stress-
ing that nurses “should not
feel that they are bonded

for a
period a fuse to reurn
e Cericates it the
term is completed — has

INC is-
sued a cA:cular that same

ing that service
bomds and the retention of

been ly
for more than a decade.

In 2011, the Delhi High

rt directed the Indian

were “unethi-
cal practices which were
to be stopped immediately.

Aromind the ssime tme;
the Trained Nu:

ractice unlawful

plea before the Supreme
Court, airing ‘ances
ith vegara i the working
Condilons  of misea ,bo
private tals and nurs-
ing homes. The association
also raised the bond sys-
tem prevalent in nursing
institutes.

I Jansiary 2016, howev.

the top

tem has now been abol-
ished”. Llater, the INC

Nursing dreams suffer as colleges continue ‘bond systemy’

seek opportunities abroad.
The IPNA's plea said that

elines for nursing colleg-
es.

Serious plight
According to the IPNA.
hundr: of complaints
against the system pour in
each year from students.
They narrate a common
plight: colleges
back critical documents
such as Class 10 and 12
mark sheets. nursing de-
grees, and registration cer-
tificates, to ensure that st-
dents are bound to work in
ed hospitals for

original certificates, they
are unable to pursue

avoid giving receipes for
the documents they seize,
leaving students without
proof and vulnerable to ex-
ploftation. Repeated repre-
sentations made by the 1P-
NA to the INC and State

students whose cestificates
had been withhe

Speaking to The Hindu,
she said that while she was
able to retrieve her docu-
ments, it is a persistent is-
sue for many students in
private institutes.

chas
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Anuparna Roy with the award at the 82nd edition of the Venice Film
Festival in Venice, Italy, on Saturday. AP

Anuparna Roy wins
best director award
at Venice festival

Press Trust Of India
NEW DELHI

Filmmaker Anuparna Roy,
who made her debut with
Songs of Forgotten Trees,
has bagged the best direc-
tor award at the Venice In-
ternational Film Festival.

Presented by filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap, the film
premiered in the festival’s
prestigious Orizzonti Com-
petition section, an inter-
national competition for
films that highlight new
trends, with a focus on de-
but works, young talent,
indie features, and less-
known cinema, on Sep-
tember 1.

“This film is a tribute to
every woman who’s ever
been silenced, overlooked,
or underestimated. May
this win inspire more voic-
es, more stories, and more
power for women in cine-
ma and beyond,” Ms. Roy
said in a statement.

Songs of Forgotten Trees
follows the story of

Thooya, a migrant and as-
piring actor, who survives
the city by leveraging beau-
ty and wit, occasionally
trading intimacy for
opportunity.

Stand by Palestine
During her acceptance
speech, the filmmaker
spoke on the ongoing Is-
rael and Palestine conflict.
“Every child deserves
peace, freedom, libera-
tion, and Palestinians are
no exception... it’s a res-
ponsibility at the moment
to stand by Palestine. I
might upset my country
but it doesn’t matter to me
anymore,” she said, ac-
cording to the entertain-
ment news outlet Variety.

Produced by Bibhanshu
Rai, Romil Modi, and Ran-
jan Singh, the cast includes
Bhushan Shimpi, Ravi
Maan, Pritam Pilania, and
Lovely Singh.

The Venice Internation-
al Film Festival concluded
on Saturday.



* Anuparna Roy won the Best Director Award at the Venice International Film Festival
2024,

* She made her debut with Songs of Forgotten Trees.
* The film was presented by Anurag Kashyap.
* Screened in the Orizzonti Competition section, which highlights:
* Debut works
* Young talent
* Indie features
e Lesser-known cinema




About the Film
Title: Songs of Forgotten Trees
Focus: Women’s overlooked contributions, struggles, and empowerment.
Central Storyline:
* Follows Thooya, a migrant and aspiring actor.
* Survives the city by leveraging beauty and wit.
* Sometimes trades intimacy for opportunity.
Themes: Survival, gender dynamics, marginalised voices.



In her acce ptance The ongoing Israel-Palestine conflict.
SpEECh, Roy e Advocated: “Every child deserves peace, freedom,

liberation.”
spoke on. e Urged global solidarity with Palestinians.

e Shows how film festivals are platforms for political
expression.

Significance:




Indian cinema has

Venice Film ) )
earlier made its

Festival:
mark:
Y, Y,
Established in 1932, Part of the “Big ng,?c'/tq;?)y (:iﬁgéer Mira Nair (Monsoon
world’s oldest film Three” (with internatigonal Wedding) also drew
festival. Cannes & Berlin). global attention.

acclaim.
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edition of Asia Cup hoc
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~
The indeddusl awards In the Asia Cuup toumament held in Rajgir

RECORD MARGHE

Bethell. Root hit tons as England
thrashes South Africa by 342 runs

SPINNING A WEB

Nawaz bowls Pakistan to thumpi
win over Afghanistan in final

-

~

FRE PHOTO

Aohishek (in gic); Top scorer: Akhimulah Anuar (Mas, 12 goals);
Jeiy

342 runs in the third 0Dl on Sunday. The
previcus biggest mangin was 317 by Indis against Sei Lanka in 2023
The

South

T2in 205 overs (Archer 4/18).

100, Bethell 110] bt

Left-arm spi
19, including 3 hat-trick, to bowl Pakistan to a 75-run win over

SUPER SUNDAY

Titans too good for Warriorz:
Devank fastest to 50 raid points

~
Telugy Tiean:

s recorded 3 44-34 win aver

SPECIAL ARRANGEVENT

I Warriorz in a PKL 12

match in Visakhapatnam on Sunday. Vijay Mabk and Bharat Hooda

105 for Titans.

13 points for

Warrorz, becoming the fastest to register 50 rakd poInts in a season.
Other result: Dabang Defh bt Jaipur Pink Panthers 36-35.

India rules Asia, books a World Cup spot

i to create space and take control

The host 2

HOCKEY

RAGIE

ndia ended an eight

as
of et -flowing game India
displayed in different mea-
sures in its last two games

but the team adapted to a
vastly different and diffi-

blic
Craig Fulton had insisted
his boys w play the
game, not the occasion, be
clinical and get better in
certain areas.

The team stepped up to
the task, not as dominant

he was_ electric,
Sukhjeet recelving Har-

ts to the chall s thrown by Korea, st

flanks and

i in the

Mission accomplished: The Indiars are 3 hapgy lot after procucing a clinical dispiay 1o tame the Koreans. mv. MOCRTHY

man, pass from near
the dotted line and his re-
verse flying

s
not through brute s
rlority but clinical accura-
cy. Another aerial ball from
Harmanpreet in the 28th
minute, brought down per-
fectly by Sanjay imside the
circle, saw Dilpreet make it
2-0 at half-time.

a could have added

Jaehan Kim — deservedly

Fulton had also wanted

crowd
goal every time India had

the ball, and they duly
keeping  their
ow and mind fo-

front but more on-target
shots.

Korea's plan to
channels on the flanks by

Waye 16 Yeep feoding the

forwards. A 4Sth-minute

tier, Malaysia
thrashed China 4-1 o finish
third. Japan ended fifth to
keep its chances of
the World Cup qualifiers

alive with a 61 win over
Bangladesh.

Hockey  india _ an-
nounced 3 lakh each for
the Indian players and 1.5
lakh each to the support

The resutts: Finat: incia
[Sukhjeet Sngh 1, Dilpreet Sineh
28,45, Amit Rohidas 50) bt

1{Dain Scn 511; 34

~
On cloud nine: Diprect celebrates one of his two Fosks. R MOORTHY

Fulton praises team’s
intelligence, fitness

RAIGIR

Craig Fulton had not been
100 happy enly on b the

Asia Cup. but on Sunday,
the India head coach was 3
content man.

“1t was difficule. A lot of
things didn’t fall in place
for us._._ at the same time, it
o2 good perkorinance; &
£ood result ton said.

ry._Finals et B sketchy.

ey could go 2-2 and then
yvu re looking for a win:
ner. But to get 4-0 up and
then 4-1, [ am happy with
the posifion at the end.” he
said.

His track record with
the Indian side has been

Axtienulah Avwaar 36, 50, Syed

wm-uﬁl 9, Rvosuke Shinghera

. 56, Ken Nagayoshi 3
Saren Taraka 50) A Bangadesh
1 (Aerirul Islamn 55).

three gold
medals .ndahn'mmfbm

bigger teams in Europe.

“Yeah, 1 would (call & a

x
team). But the main thing
is we want to be No. 1 in
Asia but we also want to

depth in our

squad.

“All the power sits in Eu-
supe, ' w s, wnd .ob:
viously We're
Teying to bulld. depth 30
tharmecan ch;.llengz the

ulon i Singled s me
team’s commitment
intelligence. “The team e
super intelligent. Whatever

throw at them, they try
and do k.

The team’s fitness also
came In for praise. “If you
play seven games in 10
Gays, that's really difficult
and we were physically
stronger than all the teams
here. That was the No. 1
thing to do. We didn't start
so well but finished really
strong™

South to meet Central in summit
clash as semifinals end in draws

DULEEP TROPHY

BENGALURU

A fruitful morning session
was all that South Zome
needed to shut out North
Zone on the final day of &s
Duleep Trophy semifinal at
the BCAI CoE Ground ()
here on Sunday.

In the final, commenc-

when key batter Shubham
Khaguna (128) was taken
second over of
the day.
Khajura prodded for-

Sahil Lothra (9, 3ib,
2x4) and Mayank Dagar
(31, 40b, 5x4) presented a
eml

it ends wp: Mayank hos no chue to this one from Nidhessh.

Beaten
K MIBAL RVAR

r: Sararish followed up his u

beaten 63 with 3

e wickat had n wescs second NINGS. K. MUSALI KUSAR

Nidheesh produced a lively

Innings lead on Saturday.
Central was virtually as-
sured of a spot in the sum-
mit clash.

saransh Jain (63 n.o)
took the Central tocal to

nush Kotian (40 n.o.) got

the stroke of tea, however,
hands and

Sabalenka proves too strong for
Anisimova, finishes on a Slam high

US OPEN

NEW YORK

World No. 1 Aryna Sabalen-
ka Amanda

play came to an end.

Anisimova to defend her
S Open crown on Satur-
Am

Slam title of her career.
Sabalenka ruthlessly at-
tacked Anisimova's shaky
service game to complete a
63, 75(3) victory on the
Arthu Stadium
'Ih)ch cements her status
at the pinnacle of women's
tennis.
T T gt o e B
gone into Satur-
d.ays sty e ing it was
her last chance to grab a
Grand Slam crown in 2&5
after agonising losses
e mumeatian Snd French

Open final.
duly atoned

Zome A arato =% 3 oeers
64, Aarya Desai

for those defeats to end
hopes of a re-

=
Sararch Jain 5/53, Harsh Dul

37941 drews it Cantrat Zone 64
1643 overs v Panviey 40,
Danish M

Shuema 96, Rajat Pavdar 77,
Uperira Yaday 87, Harsh 75,
Saraun 63 no, Decpak Chahar

1ga Swiatek in the Wimble-
don

Sabalenka clinched vic-
tory after once again de-
her

Pure bliss: Sabalenka became the first woman 1o successfsly
defend

the US Open since Serena in 2014, REUTERS

one — to warp up the te in
one hour and 34 minutes.

That imbalance was on

was left ruing her inability
to make the most of break
points at key moments, in
sharp contrast to Sabalen-

of

27130, pezar Megmasoatta 3757
Po: Saransh.

owess in tebreaks — win-
Ring her 19th consecutive

who
her six break point chanc-
es.

convert three break points
Sabalenka

the corner to eam

D

Pk before unfin
ing for

ing for 22
With the momentum

behind her and

& forcing Sa-

‘bales

Anisimova then

apln for a 32 lead.
But that was the catalyst

for Sabalenka to raise he:

game and clinch the first

set.

Sabalenka punished a
wayward service game
from Anisimova early in
the second set and looked
ol connplass corercl 2231,
Anisimova wasn't
quite. fnished, and - she
held confidently before
breaking back to love to le-
wel it ac 33
-

Anisimova the
thumped a wide open fore-

anSbalenka held for 53

soon serving for

The et ar 54 Yot she b

lowed Anisimova off the

hook. But in the tiebreak,

Sabalenka reasserted her

control and she sprinted to

a 61 lead be&wre closing
out the

The result (final):

= 1 Sabalenia (8 bt
S Anmimova [USK) 6.3, 63}

@ amx

4



India rules Asia, books a World Cup spot

The host adapts to the challenges thrown by Korea, switching flanks and rotating continuously in the midfield to create space and take control

HOCKEY

Uthra Ganesan
RAJGIR

ndia ended an eight
l year wait to be

crowned the conti-
nental champion, winning
41 against defending
champion Korea in the fi-
nal of the Asia Cup here on
Sunday and assuring itself
of a spot at the 2026 World
Cup.
While the scoreline
might suggest an easy win,
it was anything but. Korea
fought back and fought
hard with India pulling
ahead on the dint of indivi-
dual brilliance and tactical
control. It was not the kind
of free-flowing game India
displayed in different mea-
sures in its last two games
but the team adapted to a
vastly different and diffi-
cult opposition, switching
flanks and rotating contin-
uously in the midfield to
keep creating space.

The massive victory
against China the day be-
fore might have raised pu-
blic expectations but coach
Craig Fulton had insisted
his boys would play the
game, not the occasion, be
clinical and get better in
certain areas.

The team stepped up to
the task, not as dominant
but equally clinical.

The start was electric,
Sukhjeet receiving Har-

Mission accomplished: The Indians are a happy lot after producing a clinical display to tame the Koreans. RV. MOORTHY

manpreet’s pass from near
the dotted line and his re-
verse shot flying into the
Korean goal 31 seconds in-
to the game, India’s fastest
goal of the competition.

Chances were created,
not through brute supe-
riority but clinical accura-
cy. Another aerial ball from
Harmanpreet in the 28th
minute, brought down per-
fectly by Sanjay inside the
circle, saw Dilpreet make it
2-0 at half-time.

India could have added
another but for Jugraj’s pe-
nalty stroke in the ninth
minute pushed away by

Jaehan Kim — deservedly
named Best goalkeeper -
with his stick.

Post the break, Korea
started pushing back, hop-
ing to bounce back similar
to how it did against Malay-
sia. It also got a series of
PCs, but India’s defence
held firm. Shaky and errat-
ic at the start of the tourna-
ment, the defence tight-
ened up and the team was
a lot more disciplined.

Fulton had also wanted
his players to stay com-
posed, not get carried
away by a crowd baying for
goal every time India had

the ball, and they duly
obliged, keeping their
head low and mind fo-
cused on the task at hand,
avoiding showboating or
hurrying for the shot. It
created fewer chances up
front but more on-target
shots.

Korea’s plan to open
channels on the flanks by
drawing in the Indian for-
wards through the middle,
which worked against Ma-
laysia, did not succeed.

The Indian midfield
spread wide to cut the Ko-
reans down and found
ways to keep feeding the

forwards. A 45th-minute
PC saw Harmanpreet’s
shot saved but the result-
ing long corner ended in
Dilpreet keeping the ball in
play and scoring his se-
cond. A comfortable two-
goal margin going into the
last 15 minutes became 4-1
with Amit Rohidas’ PC and
while Dain Son pulled one
back a minute later, Korea
had no chance of coming
back.

Earlier, Malaysia
thrashed China 4-1 to finish
third. Japan ended fifth to
keep its chances of playing
the World Cup qualifiers

alive with a 6-1 win over
Bangladesh.

Hockey India an-
nounced %3 lakh each for
the Indian players and 1.5
lakh each to the support
staff.

The results: Final: India 4
(Sukhjeet Singh 1, Dilpreet Singh
28, 45, Amit Rohidas 50) bt Korea
1 (Dain Son 51); 3-4 playoff:
Malaysia 4 (Norsyafiq Sumantri 8,
Akhimullah Anuar 36, 50, Syed
Cholan 58) bt China 1 (Jiesheng
Gao 54); 5-6: Japan 6 (Koji
Yamasaki 9, Ryosuke Shinohara
15, 38, 56, Ken Nagayoshi 36,
Seren Tanaka 50) bt Bangladesh
1 (Amirul Islam 55).




Victory in Asia Cup

India defeated defending champion Korea 4-1 in the final at Rajgir, Bihar.

This win ended an 8-year wait to be crowned continental champion.

With this, India secured a spot in the 2026 World Cup.



 India’s last Asia Cup victory was 2017 (Dhaka).
* Hockey has been India’s national sport legacy, with 8 Olympic golds (1928-1980).

* Decline in the 1980s due to the rise of artificial turf hockey dominated by European
nations.

* Geographical & Political Context

* Tournament hosted in Rajgir, Bihar, reflecting India’s push to take hockey beyond
traditional centers (Punjab, Odisha).

» Sports diplomacy: Hockey success enhances India’s soft power in Asia, particularly
against rivals like Korea, Pakistan, and Malaysia.




WiTH US ALLIES AND CHINA INVESTING HEAVILY IN DEFENCE, WORLD SEES BIGGEST CONVENTIONAL ARMS RACE SINCE WWII

With ‘Ghost Bat’ drone, Australia tries to jump start its defence industry

VICTORIAKIM
WOOMERA, SEPTEMBER7

THE TWO onyx-colored aircraft
took off within a minute of each
other, disappearing over an ex-
panse of red desert stippled with
low shrubbery.

No humanwasoneither plane
asthey carved a path through the
boundless desert sky on Friday as
partof a preprogrammed mission.
The pilot was on the ground, hun-
dreds of miles away in a nonde-
script shack, and ready to take
control should the need arise.

The aircraft were MQ-28A

Ghost Bats, 38-foot-long military
drones that function as robot
wingmen of sorts. Australiais in-
vesting heavily to develop and
produce these so-called collabo-
rative combat aircraft, which will
help the country defend its shores
at a time when military threats
are encroaching ever closer and
wiping out what was once its
strongest bulwark against poten-
tial conflict: distance.

Australia has invested about
$650 million so far in a partner-
ship with Boeing to develop the
drones, which will be the first to
be designed and manufactured
in Australia in over half a century.

It is a tidal shift for the close
American ally, which after
decades of relying on the US for
its military equipment is trying
to jump start its defense indus-
try, one that had atrophied since
the end of the Cold War.

In Beijing this week, China
showcased several “loyal wing-
man”-type drones, signaling that
it too was investing heavily in
unmanned systems. The U.S. Air
Force is also developing collab-
orative combat aircraft, which
are designed to fly alongside pi-
loted fighter jets to amplify air
capacity at a fraction of the cost
and with reduced human risk.

NYT
The newly manufactured drone in Woomera, South Australia

e el s A — o I

“We're seeing the biggest
conventional arms race since
World War II,” said Pat Conroy,
Australia’s minister for defense
industry. “China is massively
modernizing its conventional
and nuclear armed forces.”

Conroy was showcasing the
aircraft this weekat the Woomera
test range in the remote outback
of South Australia, avastareawith
a long history of secretive
weapons testing by Britain,
Australia and the US. When it is
not in use for military tests, cattle
and sheep graze on the sparse
stretch of land, which hasbeenre-
ferred to as Australia’s Area 51.

Australia has a history of
quickly ramping up adefense in-
dustry from very little. During
World War I, it scaled up pro-
duction of arms and munitions
to supply allied troops and be-
gan manufacturing aircraft. But
without the scale or industrial
base of other countries, the last
plane to be developed and pro-
duced in Australia was around
the time of the Vietnam War.

The dawn of artificial intelli-
gence is giving Australia a chance
tobe competitive in defense man-
ufacturing, Conroy said. Boeing
hasbroken ground onfactoriesin
Toowoomba, in Queensland State,

to produce the Ghost Bat, which
the country is aiming to eventu-
ally export. The US Navy may be
amonginterested buyers, accord-
ing to news reports.

About 70% of the Ghost Bat's
components will be made in
Australia, Boeing officials said.
They said each one would be
about a tenth of the cost of a
manned fighter jet like the F-35.
Named after a small but feisty lo-
cal animal with sharp teethand a
strong jaw that can subdue birds
and other vertebrates similar toit-
self in size, the Ghost Bat has a
range of about 2,300 miles, nearly
the width of Australia. NYT




1. Ghost Bat Drone
Aircraft: MQ-28A Ghost Bat, a 38-foot-long military drone.
Role: Functions as a loyal wingman to piloted fighter jets.

Mission: Collaborative combat with reduced human risk and cost.

2. Australia’s Defence Push

Investment: $650 million so far in partnership with Boeing.

* Manufacturing: To be the first combat aircraft designed & built in Australia in 50
years.

* Location: Testing at Woomera, South Australia (Australia’s "Area 51").



* Global Context

* Arms Race: Experts call this the biggest conventional arms race since WWII, led by
the US, China, and allies.

* China: Developing "loyal wingman" drones, heavily modernizing its armed forces.

US: Parallel programs for collaborative combat aircraft.

4. Industrial & Economic Significance

70% of Ghost Bat’s components will be made domestically in Australia.
Cost: Roughly 1/10th of an F-35 fighter jet.
Potential export market: US Navy & allies interested.



Arms Race Comparison: Cold War arms race (US vs USSR) vs today’s multipolar race

(US-China-Russia + regional powers like Australia, India, Japan).

Woomera: Historically used for British nuclear and missile testing.

Geographical

South Australia Outback: Remote area chosen for secrecy, similar to Nevada’s Area 51.
Indo-Pacific: Region becoming the new centre of strategic military competition.
Economic

Defence industry = major driver for jobs, tech transfer, Al/robotics sector.

Global defence spending is surging post-Ukraine war and rising China threat.







Japan PM resigns after party

suffers historic defeat in poll
Who could replace

Ishiba Says Did Not Quit Earlier As He First

Wanted To Complete Tariff Talks With US

Tokyo: Japan’s PM Shigeru &
Ishiba announced his resig-
nation on Sunday following
growing calls from within his
party to take responsibility
for a historic defeat in July’s
parliamentary election.

Ishiba, who took office in
Oct, said he was stepping
down as prime minister and
as the head of his conservati-
ve Liberal Democratic Party.

Ishiba, a 68-year-old cent-
rist, had resisted demands
from opponentsfurthertothe
right within his own party to
resign. He argued that he
wanted to avoid a political va-
cuum at a time when Japan
faces key domestic and inter-
national challenges, inclu-
ding US tariffs, rising prices
and growing tensions in the
Asia-Pacific.

Ishiba explained atanews
conference Sunday night that
he had intended for some ti-
me to take responsibility for
his party’s summer election
loss, but wasfirst determined
to make progress in tariff ne-
gotiations with the US. “Who
would negotiate with a govt
whose leader says he is step-
pingdown?” Ishiba said.

He said the moment had
arrived with an order by US
President Trump on Friday
to lower tariffs on Japanese
cars and other products from

The process to choose Ishlba S
replacement likley to start in Oct

25% to 15%. “Having reached
amilestone in the tariff nego-
tiations, I decided now is the
time tomake way for a succes-
sor,” Ishiba said.

The resignation came one
day before Ishiba’s party was
to decide whether to hold an
early leadership election,
which would have amounted
toavirtualno-confidencemo-
tion against him if approved.

Hesaid hemadethe “pain-
ful decision to resign” to av-
ert that step because “it wo-
uld cause a critical division
within the party, and that is
absolutely not my intention.”

Ishibasaid he would inste-
ad start a process to hold a
party leadership vote to choo-
se his replacement, which is
expected to be held in Oct. He
is to remain as prime mini-
ster until anew leader is elec-
ted. Ishiba’s leadership las-
ted only one year. ap

Ishiba as premier

Tokyo: Japanese PM Shigeru
Ishiba’sresignation on Sunday
will trigger a leadership race
in his Liberal Democratic Par-
ty, with the winnerfacinga par-
liament vote to become prime
minister. Since the ruling coa-
lition has lost its majorities in
both chambers of parliament,
the LDP president is no longer
guaranteed tobecome premier.
There is a slim possibility an
opposition party leader takes
the top office. Here is a list of
lawmakers who might throw
their hats in thering:

Sanae Takaichi (64), LDP: If
chosen, Takaichi would be Ja-
pan’s first female prime mini-
ster. A party veteran who has
held a variety
of roles, inclu-
ding economic
Y| security and in-
ternal affairs
minister;, she
lost to Ishiba in
the LDP leadership race in a
run-off vote last year. Known
for conservative positions
such as revising the pacifist
postwar constitution, Takai-
chi is a regular visitor to the
Yasukuni shrine to honour Ja-
pan’s war dead. Takaichi has
opposed Bank of Japan’s inter-

est rate hikes and backed pub-
lic spending to boost economy.

Shinjiro Koizumi (44), LDP:
Heir toapolitical dynasty with
a hand in governing Japan for
more than a century, Koizumi

@ .| would become
its youngest PM
in the modern
era. Koizumi
ran in the last
year’s party lea-
dership race,
presenting himself as a refor-
mer. Hehasbeen with Ishibaas
agriculture minister. In 2019,
Koizumi called for Japan to get
rid of nuclear reactors.

Yoshihiko Noda (68), CDP:
Former PM Noda is the leader
of the biggest opposition group
Constitutional Democratic Pa-
rty of Japan. As PM from 2011
t0 2012, he work-
ed with the LDP
topushthrough
law to double c-
onsumptiontax
to 10% to help
curb debt. The
tax wasraised to10% in 2019. In
the upper house election in Ju-
1y, he reversed course and cal-
led fora cut to the consumption
tax for food items. reuters




* Shigeru Ishiba, 68, announced resignation as PM and head of Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP).

* Reason: Taking responsibility for historic defeat of LDP in July’s parliamentary election.
* Faced pressure within his own party but delayed to finish tariff negotiations with the US.
e 2. Political Context

* Ishiba resisted resigning earlier to avoid political vacuum amid multiple international
challenges:

 US tariffs on Japan.
* Rising regional tensions in Asia-Pacific.
e Called resignation a “painful decision” but necessary for stability.




Leadership race in LDP
will decide next PM.

Shinjiro Koizumi (44,

LDP): Political dynasty,

youngest possible PM
in modern era.

Possible successors:

Sanae Takaichi (64,
LDP): Could become
Japan’s first female
PM, hawkish on
defence.

Yoshihiko Noda (68,
CDP): Ex-PM, leader of
opposition
Constitutional
Democratic Party.



* Resignation comes amid
heightened Indo-Pacific tensions:

 China’s assertiveness in South
China Sea.

* North Korea’s missile threats.

e Japan’s push to revise its
pacifist constitution (Article 9)
for greater military role.




Word of the day

Demented:
affected with madness or insanity

Synonyms: brainsick, crazy, disturbed,
mad, sick, unbalanced, unhinged

Usa €. She was demented with worry for
her child.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/dementedpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /drmentid/




Thank you ©
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