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• PM Narendra Modi acknowledged U.S. President Donald Trump’s remarks that India and 
the U.S. share a “special relationship”.

• Modi said ties are “very positive and forward-looking”, despite recent tensions over 
tariffs, oil imports, and trade disputes.

• 2. Recent Strains in India–U.S. Relations

• U.S. imposed 25% tariffs on Indian goods and penalties on Russian oil imports.

• India faced criticism from U.S. officials over:

• High tariffs

• Mediation in Russia-Ukraine ceasefire

• Defense trade with Russia



• Diplomatic Engagements

• S. Jaishankar, India’s EAM, is scheduled to attend UNGA 2024 and represent India at 
Quad talks.

• India and the U.S. are attempting to reset ties after trade talks collapsed in June 2024.

• Modi will skip UNGA this year; Jaishankar to lead.

• 4. Trump–Modi Dynamics

• Trump earlier remarked the U.S. had “lost India and Russia to China”, but backtracked.

• Modi responded by stressing friendship and comprehensive strategic partnership.

• Both leaders haven’t spoken directly since June 17, 2024.







• Israel’s Call for Evacuation

• Israel’s Army asked Palestinians in famine-stricken Gaza City to evacuate.

• Move is towards humanitarian area in southern Gaza (Muwasi).

• Gaza City declared a combat zone, with Israeli operations targeting high-rises.

• 2. Humanitarian Concerns

• Aid groups warn: large-scale evacuation will worsen the humanitarian crisis.

• Gaza already gripped by famine, according to the world’s leading food crisis authority.

• UN & aid groups fear that evacuations → deeper catastrophe.



• Designation of Humanitarian Zone

• Muwasi tent camp in southern Gaza Strip designated as “humanitarian area.”

• Israeli map showed areas around Khan Younis, including block with Nasser Hospital.

• Area around hospital = red zone (though hospital not evacuated yet).

• 4. Targeting High-Rises

• Israel struck two Gaza high-rises, alleging Hamas used them for surveillance.

• No clear evidence provided.

• Last week, Israel also targeted Nasser Hospital area, killing 22 people including a journalist.

• 5. UN’s Position

• UN says it will remain in Gaza City to provide aid.

• Warned that offensive may push people into deeper disaster.

• Criticized Israel’s unilateral declaration of “humanitarian zones.”



• Gaza Conflict: Ongoing since Israel’s blockade (2007) after Hamas takeover.

• Previous Israel-Hamas wars (2008, 2012, 2014, 2021, 2023) → repeated destruction & 
humanitarian crises.

• Geographical Angle

• Gaza = narrow Mediterranean coastal strip (41 km long).

• Densely populated: 2.2 million people in 365 sq. km.

• Borders: Israel, Egypt, Mediterranean Sea.

• Strategic location → control of land crossings critical for supplies.





Blood Moon



• A blood moon will be visible in India on September 7, 2025, during a total lunar 
eclipse, when the moon will appear dark red due to Earth’s shadow.





What it is?

• A blood moon is a total lunar eclipse when the 
moon takes on a reddish-copper hue instead of 
its usual white glow.

How it Occurs?

• During a total lunar eclipse, Earth comes 
between the sun and the moon.

• Direct sunlight is blocked, but Earth’s atmosphere 
bends and scatters some light onto the moon.

• Blue light is filtered out, while red light is 
refracted toward the moon, giving it a reddish 
colour.



• Features:

• Colour intensity depends on dust, smoke, and particles in Earth’s atmosphere.

• The reddish effect is due to Rayleigh scattering, the same process that makes the 
sky appear blue.

• Visible across large regions where the eclipse is above the horizon.

• Entirely natural and predictable.

• Can last for several hours depending on eclipse duration.





Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan



• On September 5, 2025, President Droupadi Murmu paid floral tributes to Dr. 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan at Rashtrapati Bhavan on his birth anniversary, which is 
also celebrated as Teacher’s Day in India.





• Who he was?

• Born on September 5, 1888, in 
Tirutani, Andhra Pradesh.

• A renowned philosopher, scholar, 
teacher, and statesman.

• Served as India’s second President 
(1962–1967) and first Vice President 
(1952–1962).



• History & Academic Career:

• Studied at Madras Christian College.

• Taught at the Universities of Mysore and Calcutta; later became Spalding 
Professor of Eastern Religions and Ethics at Oxford University.

• Known for bridging Indian and Western philosophy, introducing Indian thought to 
the global stage.

• Served as Ambassador to the Soviet Union (1949–1952) before entering high 
political office.

•



• Contributions to India: 

• Strong advocate of education as a tool of transformation. Chaired the University 
Education Commission (1949) to reform higher education in independent India. 

• Promoted religious pluralism and comparative philosophy, enhancing India’s 
intellectual profile abroad.

•  Guided India through critical years of Cold War diplomacy as Vice President and 
President.



• Significance:

• His birth anniversary is celebrated as Teacher’s Day, recognising his lifelong 
dedication to education.

• Revered for his wisdom, erudition, and statesmanship in India’s formative 
years.

• Considered a bridge-builder between East and West through his writings 
on Vedanta and comparative religion.











Russia carried out its largest aerial assault since the Ukraine war began in February 2022.

Over 810 drones and decoys plus missiles were deployed against Ukraine.

Kyiv’s Cabinet building was struck and damaged – a first since the invasion.

2. Ukrainian Defense & Casualties

Ukraine’s Air Force claimed:

• 747 drones and 4 missiles were shot down.

• Still, 4 killed and 44 injured across the country.

Government buildings in central Kyiv were hit, marking escalation.



International Fallout

Western leaders view 
the escalation as proof 

of Russia’s unwillingness 
for peace.

European allies, 
including 26 nations, 
are preparing further 

military support.

Tensions over sanctions 
and NATO commitments 

may rise further.



• Kyiv has symbolic importance as the capital of Ukraine and was targeted heavily 
during World War II by Nazi Germany.

• Russia’s targeting of government HQs mirrors strategies of psychological warfare.

• Geopolitical Angle

• The conflict has reshaped NATO’s eastern security doctrine, leading to Sweden 
and Finland joining NATO.

• The EU has imposed 13+ sanctions packages on Russia since 2022.







• Anuparna Roy won the Best Director Award at the Venice International Film Festival 
2024.

• She made her debut with Songs of Forgotten Trees.

• The film was presented by Anurag Kashyap.

• Screened in the Orizzonti Competition section, which highlights:

• Debut works

• Young talent

• Indie features

• Lesser-known cinema



• About the Film

• Title: Songs of Forgotten Trees

• Focus: Women’s overlooked contributions, struggles, and empowerment.

• Central Storyline:

• Follows Thooya, a migrant and aspiring actor.

• Survives the city by leveraging beauty and wit.

• Sometimes trades intimacy for opportunity.

• Themes: Survival, gender dynamics, marginalised voices.



• The ongoing Israel–Palestine conflict.

• Advocated: “Every child deserves peace, freedom, 
liberation.”

• Urged global solidarity with Palestinians.

In her acceptance 
speech, Roy 

spoke on:

• Shows how film festivals are platforms for political 
expression.Significance:



Venice Film 
Festival:

Established in 1932, 
world’s oldest film 

festival.

Part of the “Big 
Three” (with 

Cannes & Berlin).

Indian cinema has 
earlier made its 

mark:

Satyajit Ray (Pather 
Panchali) gained 

international 
acclaim.

Mira Nair (Monsoon 
Wedding) also drew 

global attention.







Victory in Asia Cup

India defeated defending champion Korea 4-1 in the final at Rajgir, Bihar.

This win ended an 8-year wait to be crowned continental champion.

With this, India secured a spot in the 2026 World Cup.



• India’s last Asia Cup victory was 2017 (Dhaka).

• Hockey has been India’s national sport legacy, with 8 Olympic golds (1928–1980).

• Decline in the 1980s due to the rise of artificial turf hockey dominated by European 
nations.

• Geographical & Political Context

• Tournament hosted in Rajgir, Bihar, reflecting India’s push to take hockey beyond 
traditional centers (Punjab, Odisha).

• Sports diplomacy: Hockey success enhances India’s soft power in Asia, particularly 
against rivals like Korea, Pakistan, and Malaysia.





• 1. Ghost Bat Drone

• Aircraft: MQ-28A Ghost Bat, a 38-foot-long military drone.

• Role: Functions as a loyal wingman to piloted fighter jets.

• Mission: Collaborative combat with reduced human risk and cost.

• 2. Australia’s Defence Push

• Investment: $650 million so far in partnership with Boeing.

• Manufacturing: To be the first combat aircraft designed & built in Australia in 50 
years.

• Location: Testing at Woomera, South Australia (Australia’s "Area 51").



• Global Context

• Arms Race: Experts call this the biggest conventional arms race since WWII, led by 
the US, China, and allies.

• China: Developing "loyal wingman" drones, heavily modernizing its armed forces.

• US: Parallel programs for collaborative combat aircraft.

• 4. Industrial & Economic Significance

• 70% of Ghost Bat’s components will be made domestically in Australia.

• Cost: Roughly 1/10th of an F-35 fighter jet.

• Potential export market: US Navy & allies interested.



• Arms Race Comparison: Cold War arms race (US vs USSR) vs today’s multipolar race 
(US-China-Russia + regional powers like Australia, India, Japan).

• Woomera: Historically used for British nuclear and missile testing.

• Geographical

• South Australia Outback: Remote area chosen for secrecy, similar to Nevada’s Area 51.

• Indo-Pacific: Region becoming the new centre of strategic military competition.

• Economic

• Defence industry = major driver for jobs, tech transfer, AI/robotics sector.

• Global defence spending is surging post-Ukraine war and rising China threat.



Australia: Part of AUKUS (Australia-UK-US security pact) 
→ Nuclear submarine project + drone/AI collaboration.

China: Expanding influence in Indo-Pacific → countered 
by US alliances.

India: Can draw parallels with Atmanirbhar Bharat in 
Defence (Tejas, drones, Akash missiles).





• Shigeru Ishiba, 68, announced resignation as PM and head of Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP).

• Reason: Taking responsibility for historic defeat of LDP in July’s parliamentary election.

• Faced pressure within his own party but delayed to finish tariff negotiations with the US.

• 2. Political Context

• Ishiba resisted resigning earlier to avoid political vacuum amid multiple international 
challenges:

• US tariffs on Japan.

• Rising regional tensions in Asia-Pacific.

• Called resignation a “painful decision” but necessary for stability.



Leadership race in LDP 
will decide next PM.

Possible successors:

Shinjiro Koizumi (44, 
LDP): Political dynasty, 
youngest possible PM 

in modern era.

Sanae Takaichi (64, 
LDP): Could become 
Japan’s first female 

PM, hawkish on 
defence.

Yoshihiko Noda (68, 
CDP): Ex-PM, leader of 

opposition 
Constitutional 

Democratic Party.



• Resignation comes amid 
heightened Indo-Pacific tensions:

• China’s assertiveness in South 
China Sea.

• North Korea’s missile threats.

• Japan’s push to revise its 
pacifist constitution (Article 9) 
for greater military role.





Thank you ☺
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