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Overall crime rate

drops 6%;

cybercrime up by 17%: NCRB
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India to host first Big Cat Summit in
June; 95 countries set to participate
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overall crime rate arops 6o;
cybercrime up by 17%: NCRB

Deaths due to drug overdose saw a 50% increase in 2024 from the previous year’s figures; T.N.

records the most fatalities; 5,194 cases of offences ‘against the state’ registered, a rise of over 6%

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

he overall crime
Trate in India de-
clined in 2024 from

the 2023 figure, but there
was an increase of over 17%
in cybercrime cases, show
the Crime in India, 2024 re-
port released by the Na-
tional Crime Records Bu-

reau (NCRB) on
Wednesday.
A total of 1,01,928 cyber-

crime cases were regis-
tered in 2024 over 86,420
such cases in the previous

year.
“During 2024, 72.6% of
cybercrime cases regis-
tered were for the motive
of fraud (73,987 out of
1,01,928 cases) followed by
sexual exploitation with
3.1% (3,190 cases) and ex-
tortion with 2.5% (2,536
cases),” the report said.
The NCRB recorded
58.86 lakh cognisable
crimes across the country
in 2024, marking a 6% de-
cline from the previous
year’s figure. Of these,
35.44 lakh cases were regis-
tered under the Indian Pe-
nal Code and the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and
23.41 lakh cases under spe-
cial and local laws. There

Grim numbers

As many as 1,70,746 persons died by suicide in 2024, according
to figures from the National Crime Records Bureau. A look at
the percentage distribution according to profession shows
that nearly a third of them were daily wage earners

Daily wage carners. | T
Housewives _ 13
setempioyed [N 105 pciens
Professionals/salasied [N 9.9 Toutof 10
suicide victims
Unemployed _ 8.7 were men
students [N 8.5
Those In farming sector _6.2 Free mental
Retired l 0.5 health support Is
ovailable ot
others [EE] Tele MANAS 14416

were 5,194 cases of offenc-
es “against the state” regis-
tered in 2024 as against
4,873 in 2023, showing a
rise of 6.6%.

“Out of 5,194 cases,
4,395 (84.6%) cases were
registered under The Pre-
vention of Damage to Pu-
blic Property Act, followed
by 649 (12.5%) cases under
The Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act,” the re-
port said.

Crime against SC/ST

The report revealed that a
total of 55,698 cases were
registered for crimes

against Scheduled Castes
(SCs), showing a decrease
of 3.6% over the 2023 fi-
gure of 57,789 cases.
Crimes against Scheduled
Tribes showed a sharp de-
cline of 23.1%, dropping to
9,966 cases from 12,960 in
2023,

The NCRB released the
Accidental Deaths & Sui-
cides in India (ADSD), 2024
report according to which
1,70,746 suicides were re-
corded in 2024. Those as-
sociated with the agricul-
ture sector, the
unemployed, and daily
wage workers accounted

for a substantial share of
suicidal deaths.

A total 0f 10,546 persons
involved in the farming sec-
tor (consisting of 4,633
farmers/cultivators  and
5,913 agricultural labour-
ers) died by suicide in
2024, accounting for 6.2%.

Out of 4,633 farmer/cul-
tivator suicides, a total of
4,481 were by men and 152
by women, the report said.
Around 31% of the total sui-
cides were reported among
the daily wagers, the report
said. The number of unem-
ployed people who died by
suicide was 14,778 while
the number of students
and homemakers who end-
ed their lives stood at
14,488 and 22,13,
respectively.

Deaths due to drug over-
dose saw a 50% increase in
2024 from the previous
year's figure. The report
stated that 978 people died
due to drug overdose in
2024, up from 650 deaths
in 2023,

Tamil Nadu reported 313
deaths, the highest number
of drug overdose deaths,
followed by Punjab with
106, Madhya Pradesh 90,
Rajasthan 69 and Mizoram
65, according to the NCRB
data.




| NCRB Crime in India 2024 — Why in News / o< H /1

National Crime Records Bureau |

Why in News/ﬂﬂfﬁ?ﬁ

e NCRB released 'Crime in India 2024' report on
Wednesday
o TTHISR] 7' PBI5H 57 51597 2024' RIS 51T &1

P e Overall crime fell 6% but cybercrime surged 17%
o PT HUE6% WWWWHU% q6/

e 1,70,746 suicides recorded — highest in recent
.Hyde bad years
e 1,70,746 SHEGIT §ol — BIT & TN H Gald%

e Drug overdose deaths jumped 50% in one year

o FI PB] HGVSIT T HIT TFH T H50% FGT
1 3 e e 2o T e e o e Offences 'against the state' rose 6.6% to 5,194

Cybercrime cases spread across all major metros o ngﬁmg/’66% W5,194 EF
A 4

NCRB: National Crime Records Bureau | Under Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) | Est. 1986 | New Delhi



Art.1 | NCRB 2024 — Key Statistics / % 3THS

58.86 lakh cognisable crimes | 35.44 lakh IPC/BNS | 23.41 lakh special & local laws

6% 17% 1 1,01,928 § 1,70,746

Overall Crime Cybercrime Cyber Caseg Suicides.

Pl URTY IR URTY <IQEX HIH HlHF UMY

Cybercrime Motive Breakdown 2024 Cybercrime & Crime Details

1,011,928 total cases | Up 17% from 86,420in 2023

R * 72.6% cybercrime = fraud (73,987 cases)
72.6% o 72.6% GIZTY STRTE = €1&Te/ST

® 3.1% = sexual exploitation (3,190 cases)

«3.1%= g7

® 2.5% = extortion (2,536 cases)

o 2.5% = OIqR aqcT]

e 5,194 offences 'against state' (1~6.6%)

e 5,194 'V [ANTIEN TTHA (6.6% TIR)

¢ SC crimes: 55,698 ({1, 3.6%)

e ST crimes: 9,966 ({,23.1% from 12,960)

BNS = Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (replaced IPC) | Cognisable crimes: FIR-registered offences | HT\’_cﬂ'qWﬂ'%ﬂT



| NCRB 2024 — Suicide & Drug Deaths Analysis

ADSI Report: Accidental Deaths & Suicides in India 2024 | Tele MANAS 14416

Suicide Profile India 2024

1,70,746 total suicides | 7 out of 10 victims were men

31%
Daily Wage
Eamners

87%

Unemployed

13%

Housewives

10.5%

Sell Employed

9.9%

Professionals

11.2%

Farming sector: 10,546 suicides | 4,633 farmers + 5,913 labourers

Drug overdose deaths: 978 in 2024 (up from 650 in 2023) | Tamil Nadu: 313 highest

Key Findings / H@ﬁ'ﬁﬂf

e 7 out of 10 suicide victims were men

e 10 G 7 Hiiagey

e Farming: 10,546 suicides (4,633 farmers +
5,913 labourers)

o PIY EF 10,546 HHEITT

e Drug overdose deaths: 978 (1"50% from
650 in 2023)

o TR T TG 978 (2023 H650 o

® TN: 313 drug deaths (highest) | Punjab: 106
o TAN: 313 TR G HId | | GTTe 106
e Unemployed suicides: 14,778

e Students + Homemakers: 14,488 + 22,113

Tele MANAS 14416: Free mental health support | Agriculture suicides: GS-3 relevance | ARG WY delddl %ﬂ 14416



| NCRB 2024 — Multi-Subject Connections / ag-ﬁsm e

GS-2: Governance | GS-3: Internal Security, Agriculture | Prelims: Facts

NCRB X National Crime Records Bureau
Ministry of Home Affairs | Est. 1986 | New Delhi

Crimein ADSI CCTNS State-wise
India Accidental Digital Crime
Report Deaths Tracking Mapping

Cybercrime Fingerprint Annual Criminal
Data Bureau Reports Intel
Tracking IDENT & Stats Units

Polity / ITSTIdRIT (GS-2)

« NCRB: statutory body under MHA | TTII3RET: MHA & 37efH
* BNS replaced IPC 2023 | BNSS, BSA also enacted
* Prevention of Damage to Public Property Act used

Economy / SrfoawT (GS-3)

e Cybercrime cost to Indian economy rising
e Drug abuse: economic burden on families + state
® Farmer suicides: agrarian distress indicator

Science/Security / g&lT (GS-3)

e Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act: 12.5% cases
e Cybercrime: digital forensics, IT Act 2000 relevance
e Internal security: offences against the state

BNS=Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita | BNSS=Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita | BSA=Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (2023)



| NCRB 2024 — Exam Questions / tl'\ﬁ&" UH

Prelims MCQ [ Mains GS-2 & GS-3 [ Interview | Statement-based MCQ

STATEMENT-BASED MCQ / FYH-ATYTRT MCQ

Consider following statements about NCRB Crime in India 2024:
1. The overall cognisable crime rate in India increased in 2024. 2. Cybercrime cases registered in 2024 increased by over 15% from
the previous year. 3. Daily wage earners form the largest category of suicides in 2024. 4. Crimes against Scheduled Tribes showed an

increase in 2024.

Which of the above statements are correct? (a) 1and 3 (b) 2and 3 (c) 1,2,4 (d) 2,3,4

Mains Questions / H@T\ﬁ&ﬂ UY Prelims MCQ + Interview / URR® + HI&Tch 1T

Q1 (GS-2,150w): Examine the role of NCRB in India's criminal justice
system. How does NCRB data assist policy-making?

Q2 (GS-3,250w): Analyse the rising cybercrime trend in India. What
structural reforms are needed? (}IgsR mu%aaﬁwﬁw

)

Q (Pre): NCRB publishes which of these? (a) Crime in India (b) ADSI
report (c) Both (d) None

Q (Pre): Under which ministry does NCRB function? Ans: Ministry of
Home Affairs

Q (Interview): What does the 50% rise in drug overdose deaths
indicate about India's substance abuse policy? What reforms would

PYQ: UPSC Mains GS-3 (2019): 'Crime statistics data in India — limitations and utility in policy formulation' | W&W@H:ﬂﬁﬁw
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Grim numbers

As many as 1,70,746 persons died by suicide in 2024, according
to figures from the National Crime Records Bureau. A look at
the percentage distribution according to profession shows
that nearly a third of them were daily wage earners

—
Housewives _ 13
Self-employed [N 10.5 K laaet

Professionals/salaried [ 9.9 Toutof 10
suicide victims
Unemployed _ 8.7 were men
Students _ 8.5
Those in farming sector - 6.2 Free mental
Ratired I 0.5 health support is
available at
Others 11.8 Tele MANAS 14416




S.No.

Exam & Date

UP Police SI Official PYP
- 22 Nov 2021, Shift 2

UP Police ASI Official
Paper - 05 Dec 2021,
Shift1

UP Police SI Official PYP
- 27 Nov 2021, Shift 3

HSSC Female Police
Constable - 19 Sept
2021

CRPF Head Constable
Ministerial Official
Paper - 28 Feb 2023,
Shift 3

Asked Question

“Crime in India" report is released
by

The “Crime in India” statistics is a
yearly publication brought out by
which organisation?

Which agency is engaged in
collecting, compiling and analysing

crime statistics?

Indian government agency
responsible for collecting and
analysing crime data.

As per NCRB's “Crime in India 2021"

report, which state recorded the
highest number of rape cases?

Options

A. National Crime Records Bureau
B. Economic Survey of India C.
Census of India D. National
Statistical Office

A. Intelligence Bureau B. BPRD C.
NSO D. NCRB

A. CBI B. Central Armed Police
Forces C. National Security Guard
D. NCRB

A. National Crime Record Bureau B.
Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau C. National Automated
Finger Print Identification System D.
None of the above

A. Rajasthan B. West Bengal C.
Bihar D. Uttar Pradesh

Answer o)

A. National Crime
Records Bureau

D. NCRB

D. NCRB

A. National Crime
Record Bureau

A. Rajasthan



CRPF Head Constable
Ministerial Official
Paper - 22 Feb 2023,
Shift 2

Delhi Police Constable
Driver Male — 21 Oct
2022, Shift 3

DDA Patwari Stage | - 2
Nov 2020, Shift 2

As per NCRB's “Crime in India 2021"
report, which state recorded the
second highest number of rape

cases?

Section 4(2) of the Criminal
Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022
authorises NCRB to store records of
criminals/convicts for how many
years?

In law enforcement in India, Cri-
MAC stands for?

A. Madhya Pradesh B. Odisha C.
Jharkhand D. Himachal Pradesh

A. 75 years B. 25 years C. 10 years
D. 50 years

A. Crime Multi Agency Centre B.
Criminal Monitoring Action Cell C.
Crime Management and Analysis
Cell D. Criminal Investigation
Management Centre

A. Madhya
Pradesh

A. 75 years

A. Crime Multi
Agency Centre



Ex-Prasar Bharati
CEO Vempati named
CBFC Chairperson

+ %

NEW DELHI

Former Prasar Bharati CEO
Shashi Shekhar Vempati
has been appointed Chair-
person of the Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC). He replaces Pra-
soon Joshi, who has been
named the Prasar Bharati
Chairman.

Mr. Joshi, a screenwriter
and lyricist, who has also
worked in advertising, had
been helming the CBFC
since 2017, before his ap-
pointment to the public
broadcaster on May 2.

Mr. Vempati had been
Prasar Bharati CEO from
2017 to 2022, following
which he served in various
capacities at the University
Grants Commission, televi-
sion ratings agency BARC,
and the Department of
Science and Technology.
More recently, he has been
running Al4india, a forum
that has held discussions
on fostering a domestic Al
ecosystem. He is also on
the Board of BharatGen, an
[T Bombay-incubated in-
itiative that is working on
Indic language-focused Al
models.

Censorship expansion

Mr. Joshi’s tenure at the
CBFC was characterised by
a digitisation effort that
culminated in the e-Cine-

-
Shashi Shekhar Vempati

pramaan system, used by
censor board officials to
process applications and
hand out certificates.
While he rarely discussed
his role at the CBFC, film
censorship expanded in
key areas, such as mention
of political personalities
and scrutiny of religious
themes in cinema. Hun-
dreds of hours of footage
were impacted by censor-
ship from 2018 to 2022, a
period during which cut
lists were readily available.
The CBFC shut off ready
access to cut lists last year.
The Board faced court
challenges in this period
from the producers of Vi-
Jay-starrer Jana Nayagan
and BJP MP Kangana Ra-
naut-starrer  Emergency,
with both accusing the
CBFC of illegally withhold-
ing certificates even after
examining committees had
approved those films.



| Ex-Prasar Bharati CEO Named CBFC Chairperson — Why in News

Shashi Shekhar Vempati | Prasoon Joshi [

CBFC R Central Board of Film Certification
Statutory Body | Cinematograph Act 1952
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting

Issues:U/UA/A/Scertificates for films

Why in News / =t A R

e Former Prasar Bharati CEO Shashi Shekhar Vempati appointed
CBFC Chairperson
o T4 TGN YR CEO IR TGV JTIIT &7 CBFC Sfeqéf
e Replaces Prasoon Joshi who had been at CBFC since 2017
o« T %M (2017 FcBFC) P18 77
e Prasoon Joshi appointed new Prasar Bharati Chairman
o T T2 — TT TR YRl S/eqe §+
e Vempati had been Prasar Bharati CEO from 2017 to 2022
e JM[T2017-2022 TF FIR YRA CEO &
e Vempati runs Al4india forum — domestic Al ecosystem

o Aldindia HF — YRATAI GIRIRIIGP] ov Taf

e Also on Board of BharatGen — IIT Bombay Al initiative

o YRAGT— IIT F5 P] 5/SF HTGTAI TgT

CBFC: Central Board of Film Certification | Cinematograph Act 1952 | Ministry of I&B | Rt siftfas



| About CBFC & Prasar Bharati / RT3 & X A

Central Board of Film Certification | Prasar Bharati | Statutory Bodies

CBFC & Prasar Bharati Facts

e Full name: Central Board of Film Certification
* Statutory body under Cinematograph Act, 1952

o RIF8EITTE 319355 1952 3 Ted I T&IT

e Under Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
o 1&B HAITY & fefj7

e |ssues certificates: U/ UA/A/S
e U, UA, A, S — 0507 THTUIGT W’} &¥l &
e Prasoon Joshi's tenure: e-Cinepramaan system
o ERAHr fSforee
Prasar Bharati ¥ Public Broadcaster of India e Prasar Bharati: India's public broadcaster (DD + AIR)

Doordarshan (TV) + All India Radio (AIR) o THR YR GRG2I7+ HBTIEI0N (1997 H RI1Ia)

Established: 1997 | Autonomous body under Govt

Prasar Bharati Act 1990 | Prasar Bharati Est. 1997 | Autonomous body | DD HQ: New Delhi | AIR HQ: New Delhi



Art.2 | Censorship Context & Joshi's Tenure / S BT FrRABTA

Censorship expansion | e-Cinepramaan [ Religious/Political scrutiny | Court challenges

e CBFC Chairperson since 2017
2017 T CBFC 3{&T&
e Digitised certification via e-Cinepramaan system
FAgwTor O gaoE fefsred faar
e Cut lists made readily available 2018-2022
®e foRe 2018-2022 dh AT JUAS
. CBFC shut off access to cut lists last year
fUSd 9y Pe foRe &I TRy §¢ fdbar
e Censorship expanded to political personalities
' ICLRIGED
J Hundreds of hours of footage impacted 2018-2022
qPH 3| °c BT ool gHITAd g3

Joshi's Tenure /Gﬁ?ﬂ BT PRIBTA Controversies & Vempati /ﬁ?ﬂa Gﬁ?amﬁf

Joshi Tenure Highlights / Gﬁ&ﬁ%mﬁmﬁaﬂﬁﬁm

Controversies /ﬁaﬁ:
e Jana Nayagan (Vijay-starrer): CBFC accused of illegally withholding
certificate
ST AR — Ffcihdre b+ &l R
J Emergency (Kangana Ranaut): similar controversy
SAYSIYT (SH7TT) — TRIe IfHfd & a1g Yt aiéfthare fads
Vempati Background /émi%rﬁqgﬂﬂﬁ
e Served UGC, BARC, DST after Prasar Bharati
UGC, BARC, DST H TaT ¢
¢ AldIndia: forum on domestic Al ecosystem
Aldindia: TR Al TTRIRYfdeh! OR Hd

e BharatGen: IIT Bombay, Indic language Al
URdoH: Sfed UTHISHT & forw Al gigd

Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of Speech | Reasonable restrictions under Art 19(2) | Film certification = not pre-censorship per SC




Art.2 | CBFC — Key Terms & Multi-Subject Connections

Polity | History | Technology | Static GK

CBFC Central Board of Film Certification — certifies films for public exhibition
Cinematograph Act 1952 Law governing film certification in India | Wﬁfbﬁquw

Prasar Bharati India's public broadcaster (DD+AIR) | Est. 1997 under Prasar Bharati Act 1990
e-Cinepramaan Digital system for film certification applications | fSfSTed gHTuH gormedt

AldIndia Forum for domestic Al ecosystem led by Vempati | ‘EﬁﬁAl SIREIIREAREE]
BharatGen IIT Bombay initiative for Indic-language Al models | §%$ HTST Al HISA

Art. 19(1)(a) Freedom of speech & expression | I ERICARSRER|

Article 19(2) Reasonable restrictions on free speech | Sfa ufdey (ﬂ'lé\_rl'% ogdy], aﬁ?ﬁﬂ)

Ministry of 1&B also oversees: DD, AIR, FTII, SRFTI, NFDC | I&B HATAT: DD, AIR, FTII, SRFTI, NFDC i




| CBFC — Exam Questions / tl'\&&ﬂ Uy

Statement MCQ [ | Interview | Prelims facts

STATEMENT McCQ / FYF-3MYUTRT MCQ

Consider statements about CBFC and Prasar Bharati:

1. CBFC was established under the Prasar Bharati Act, 1990.

2. CBFC comes under the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting.

3. Prasar Bharati encompasses both Doordarshan and All India Radio.
Which are correct? (a) 1only (b)1and3 (c)2and3 (d) 1,2,3

e T

Q1 (GS-2, 150w): Examine the role of CBFC in balancing creative Q: As an |IAS officer, how would you handle a case where CBFC
freedom and social responsibility. Discuss recent controversies. delays certification of a film that has already passed examination
Q2 (GS-2, 150w): Critically examine India's film certification committee review?

mechanism. Does pre-screening undermine freedom of expression Q: What is your view on Al's role in content moderation for Indian
under Article 19(1)(a)? (317:1%_({ 19 @TWW) cinema? Relate to Vempati's Al4India initiative.

PYQ Check: No verified 2024-2026 PYQ found on CBFC specifically | Film censorship: GS-2 governance + Art 19 relevance




S.No.

Exam & Date

SSC CGL 2020 Tier-I
Official Paper 9 — 17
Aug 2021, Shift 3

RRB ALP CBT-I Official
Paper — 29 Aug 2018,
Shift 2

RRB NTPC UG CBT-I
Official Paper — 28 Aug
2025, Shift 3

UPSSSC Junior
Assistant Official Paper
— 29 Jun 2025

DSSSB TGT Social

Science Official Paper
— 08 Nov 2025, Shift1

Question Asked

As of January 2021, who among
the following was the Chairperson
of the Central Board of Film
Certification?

Who was appointed as the
Chairperson of the Central Board
of Film Certification as of March
2018?

Which organisation is tasked with
providing certification to films
before their public release in
India?

Which statutory body under the
Government of India is responsible
for certifying films for public
exhibition in India?

If a movie gets a ‘U’ certificate
from the Central Board of Film
Certification, then the movie
belongs to which category?

Options

A. Rekha B. Prasoon Joshi C. Asha Parekh D. Shekhar Kapoor

A. Subhash Ghai B. Jaya Bachchan C. Anupam Kher D. Prasoon
Joshi

A. Film and Television Institute of India B. National Film
Development Corporation C. Children’s Film Society, India D.
Central Board of Film Certification

A. Central Board of Film Certification B. Prasar Bharati C.
National Film Development Corporation D. Film and Television
Institute of India E. None of the above

A. Public exhibition for only few classes B. Universal exhibition
C. Unrestricted public exhibition D. Private exhibition only

Answer

B. Prasoon Joshi

D. Prasoon Joshi

D. Central Board of Film
Certification

A. Central Board of Film
Certification

C. Unrestricted public
exhibition



10

DSSSB TGT Natural
Science Male — 29
Sept 2018, Shift 1

UGC NET Paper1— 09
Jan 2025, Shift 2

Army GD Official
Soldier Paper — 28
March 2021

MH SET Official Paper
2 —28 Jan 2018

MH SET Official Paper
3 —16 April 2017

The “U/A" certificate of the Central
Board of Film Certification means:

What is the full form of CBFC?

Central Board of Film Certification
comes under which ministry?

Which is the correct full form of
CBFC in the context of Indian
films?

PCI, CBFC, NBA and ASCI are
collectively called:

A. Restricted to adults B. Unrestricted public exhibition C.
Unrestricted public exhibition but with parental caution for
children below 12 years D. Restricted to special class of persons

A. Central Board of Film Censors B. Central Bureau of Film
Certification C. Central Bureau of Film Censors D. Central Board
of Film Certification

A. Ministry of Human Resource Development B. Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting C. Ministry of Tourism and Culture
D. Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

A. Central Board of Film Certification B. Censor Board of Film
Content C. Central Board for Film Censorship D. Central Board
for Film Classification

A. Media owners organisations B. Set of media laws in the
Constitution C. Media regulatory bodies D. Audience
measurement bodies

C. Unrestricted public
exhibition but with
parental caution for
children below 12 years

D. Central Board of Film
Certification

B. Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting

A. Central Board of Film
Certification

C. Media regulatory bodies



India to host first Big Cat Summit in
June; 95 countries set to participate

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The inaugural Internation-
al Big Cat Alliance (IBCA)
Summit, to be held here
from June 1 to 3, is expect-
ed to adopt the first-ever
global declaration on big
cat conservation. Titled
the ‘Delhi Declaration’, it
will articulate shared prior-
ities, strengthen trans-
boundary  cooperation,
and promote a landscape-
based approach for con-
serving big cats and their
habitats.

Representatives from 95
countries are expected to
participate, the Ministry of
Environment and Forests
and Climate Change said
on Wednesday.

The IBCA is an associa-
tion of countries that host,
or have itinerant popula-
tions of at least one of the
seven ‘big cats’ — lions, tig-
ers, leopards, snow leo-
pards, cheetahs, jaguars,

e e ¥

Call for action: The summit will be guided by the theme ‘Save big

cats, save humanity, save ecosystem’. K.R. DEEPAK

and pumas — and are com-
mitted to the conservation
of these animals.

Collective action

There are 24 member
countries, three observer
countries, and several oth-
er ‘range’ countries in the
alliance. Member coun-
tries are expected to coor-
dinate action through pro-
grammes and activities
aimed at improving the

state of habitats, prey, and
big cats, including big cat
protection and conserva-
tion, innovation, research,
development, and capaci-
ty building. They also
share relevant information
about big cat protection
and conservation
programmes.

Summit participants are
likely to include heads of
State/Government of mem-
ber and observer coun-

tries, Environment Minis-
ter Bhupender Yadav said
on Wednesday at an event
to launch the summit web-
site and unveil its logo. The
summit will be guided by
the theme ‘Save big cats,
save humanity, save eco-
system’, and will bring to-
gether over 400 conserva-
tionists,  policymakers,
scientists, multilateral
agencies, financial institu-
tions, corporate leaders,
and community represen-
tatives from across the
globe.

Launched in 2023

The IBCA, piloted and con-
ceived by India, was offi-
cially launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
2023. The alliance, Mr. Ya-
dav said, reflects India’s be-
lief that conservation chal-
lenges must be addressed
“collectively” through
cooperation, knowledge
sharing, and mutual sup-
port.

_f_



o Why in News 5
¢ India to host the 1st International
I Big Cat Alliance Summit
o Date: 1-2 June 2026
» Venue: New Delhi
» Website & summit logo
launched by Bhupender Yadav

¥4
>

@ About IBCA
o Full form: International Big Cat Alliance
 Launched by India in 2023
, ~‘ * Inter-governmental international
%, organisation
(2

» Headquartered in India
« Focus: conservation of the world’s

W big cats J

(
9 7 Big Cats
« Tiger ¢ Cheetah
 Lion » Jaguar
* Leopard e Puma
e * Snow Leopard

/
<"y

[" India’s Role in Big Cat Conservation

» Project Tiger success

» Conservation of lion, leopard & snow leopard
* Project Cheetah

* India as a global leader in big cat conservation

aiallen 4 2R

» India to Host First IBCA Big Cat Summit «-.

Mind Map | Current Affairs 5

Big Cat
Summit 2026
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(') Summit Theme & Participation
* Theme: “Save Big Cats, Save
Humanity, Save Ecosystem”

Member & observer countries
expected

Global platform for conservation dialogue
» Over 400 participants from diverse sectors

[6 Objectives 1

 Strengthen international partnerships
/ » Promote South-South cooperation
» Knowledge sharing & capacity building
 Support research, protection
and conservation

e J

& )
0 Why Important
» Protect biodiversity
» Conserve ecosystems
o Support climate resilience
* |Improve community livelilhoods
\_ » Encourage transboundary cooperationJ
\

f@ Quick Exam Facts

O * Ministry: Ministry of Environment, Forest
st and Climate Change
« == | * First-ever IBCA Summit

v  Current affairs importance: environment & biodiversity

« Key phrase: global cooperation for big cat conservatlon

PR X .Y

—




| India to Host First IBCA Big Cat Summit — Why in News

International Big Cat Alliance [ June 1-3, 2026 |

7 Big Cats of IBCA

International Big Cat Alliance | India hosted

TIGER LEOPARD

Bengal Tiger Indian Leopard
Nat. Animal India . SchilSpecies

JAGUAR : PUMA

Central/$ Americas ’
America . Largest cat

IBCA covers all 7 big cat species | 24 member + 3 observer countries

Why in News / =t A R

e Inaugural IBCA Summit: June 1-3, 2026, New Delhi
o JYTIBCA RRGY THTT 1-3 T 73 laccl]

e 95 countries expected to participate

e 95 3% YT &4 B] TG

e To adopt first-ever global big cat declaration: 'Delhi
Declaration'

e Theme: 'Save big cats, save humanity, save ecosystem
e Env. Minister Bhupender Yadav launched summit
website

o YUF JIGq 7 RGN GG &1 JaaIse i< &1

¢ |BCA conceived & piloted by India, launched by PM

Modi 2023 . 3
o IBCA 31 GRBTTT YR B 2023 Hpm Tgl 7 i far

MOoEFCC: Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change | Bhupender Yadav | India's multilateral diplomacy



Art.3 | About IBCA & 7 Big Cats / IBCA 3M¥ 7 9! fafeerar

7 species: Lions, Tigers, Leopards, Snow Leopards, Cheetahs, Jaguars, Pumas [ Static GK

IBCA Summit X 95 Countries | June 2026 IBCA Key Facts / TV q]
Mew Delhi | Theme: Save big cats, save humanity, save ecosystem cats
e IBCA: 7 31 faect! goifaql arel = &7 I
e 24 member + 3 observer countries
Europe e 24 W+ 3 UW%WQW
ATl e Member countries coordinate conservation

M. America (Host: India)

S America programmes

o TG X GNE/TT HTIHH] BT THGT XA &

e Delhi Declaration: shared priorities, trans-
boundary cooperation

e o 1G] GITT: TIgT rYRHaTS HETIR TediT
e 400+ conservationists, policymakers,
scientists to attend

o 400+ FYETIAIG] TN I7TIT] FaT=P T A7l

Delhi Declaration: First-ever global big cat conservation declaration e |India: reflects belief conservation must be

IBCA launched by PM Modi 2023 | 7 big cats | 24 member states

7 Big Cats: Lions, Tigers, Leopards, Snow Leopards, Cheetahs, Jaguars, Pumas | IBCA HQ: New Delhi



Art.3 | India's Big Cat Conservation Legacy / Q—WWW&I’UTE'[%I?IW

Project Tiger 1973 | Project Lion 2020 | Cheetah 2022 | WPA 1972 | CITES

1972
Wildlife
Protection
Act

2023

IBCA
Launched
PM Modl

Bengal Tiger = National Animal of India | Schedule I: Wildlife Protection Act 1972 | 55+ Tiger Reserves in India

1973

Project
Tiger
Launched

2024
India 55+
Tiger
Reserves

India hosts ~70% of worlds tiger population | MoEFCC oversight

1986 2007
SR ggnesrus
Established Started

70%
Waorld's
Tiger
Population

India’'s Big Cat Conservation Timeline

2020

Project
Lion
Launched

CITES
Int, Trade
Endangered
Species

2022
Cheetah
Reintro
Kuno NP

Sched.|
WPA 1972
Highest

Protection




Art.3 | IBCA — Multi-Subject Connections / ag-ﬁm:r e

Environment | Geography [ IR | Polity | Static GK

Environment / ugfaRuor (GS-3) IR / Geography / Static GK (GS-1 & GS-2)

e CITES: Convention on Int'l Trade in Endangered Species e India: ~70% of world's tiger population

* Project Tiger 1973: 55+ reserves | tigers rebounded e Gir National Park: only Asiatic lion habitat

e Snow Leopard: Project Snow Leopard | Himalayan ecosystem e Kuno National Park: MP | Cheetahs from Namibia, S. Africa
® Cheetah reintroduction Sep 2022: Kuno NP, Madhya Pradesh e Biodiversity Convention (CBD) | India signatory

e Schedule I: Wildlife Protection Act 1972 = max protection e PM Modi's IBCA: India's global conservation leadership

Polity & Governance (GS-2) Essay / Interview Themes

e MoEFCC: Ministry of Env., Forest & Climate Change

e Environmental Protection Act 1986 | Forest Rights Act

e CAMPA: Compensatory Afforestation Fund | National Tiger Cons.
Authority

e Essay: 'Conservation is not charity—it is civilization's duty'
e Essay: Biodiversity loss as threat to human security
e Interview: India's role in multilateral environmental diplomacy

NTCA: National Tiger Conservation Authority | Project Elephant 1992 | GIB: Great Indian Bustard relevance for Mains




| IBCA Big Cat Summit — Exam Questions / tI'\PF&‘IT Uy

| Statement MCQ

STATEMENT MCQ / BY-3TUTRT mcq

Consider statements about IBCA:

1. IBCA was conceived by India and officially launched by PM Modi in 2023.

2. The IBCA covers only five big cat species — tigers, lions, leopards, snow leopards, and cheetahs.

3. The inaugural IBCA Summit will adopt the 'Delhi Declaration’, the first-ever global big cat conservation declaration.
Which are correct? (a) 1only (b)1and 3 (c) 2 and 3 (d) All three

Stmt 2 — IBCA covers 7 big cats (not 5): includes Jaguars and Pumas also | IBCA: 7 a@ﬁw
Mains GS-3 /H’@IT\&&IT Prelims + Interview
Q1: Examine India's leadership in international wildlife conservation Q (Pre): Which of these big cats was recently reintroduced to India?
with specific reference to IBCA. What is the strategic significance of Ans: Cheetah (2022, Kuno NP)
the Delhi Declaration? Q (Pre): IBCA was launched in which year? Ans: 2023
Q2: Despite being home to ~70% of world's tigers, India faces tiger- Q (Int.): How does India's Project Tiger serve as a model for IBCA's
human conflict. Critically analyse conservation strategies. (STd-HId conservation framework? Discuss linkage between national and
) global conservation.

PYQ: UPSC Pre 2023: Cheetah reintroduction | Pre 2019: Snow Leopard habitat | Mains 2016: Man-animal conflict | CRISICE LY




Exam & Date

SSC CHSL Memory
Based Test — 11 Aug
2023, Shift1

SSC CGL 2025 — 22
Sept 2025, Shift 2

RRB Group D Official
Paper — 27 Nov 2025,
Shift 2

RRB Group D Official
Paper — 28 Nov 2025,
Shift 1

DSSSB TGT Maths

Official Paper — 14 Nov

2025, Shift 2

Question Asked

PM Narendra Modi launched the International Big Cat Alliance to

save how many big cat species?

Consider the following statements on the International Big Cat
Alliance: 1. India is the initiator and lead coordinator of the
alliance. 2. It focuses on conservation of 6 species of big cats.
3. The alliance promotes scientific data sharing among member

nations. Which statement/statements is/are correct?

Which country hosted the first Assembly of International Big Cat
Alliance in June 2025?

Where was the first-ever International Big Cat Alliance Assembly
held in India in June 2025?

In which year did the International Big Cat Alliance officially
come into existence as a full-fledged treaty-based

intergovernmental international organization?

Options

A.5B.7C.4D.3

A.Tand 2 only B.1and 3 only C. 2
and3onlyD.1,2and 3

A. Germany B. Indonesia C. India
D. ltaly

A. Bhopal B. Panaji C. New Delhi
D. Pune

A. 2024 B. 2025 C. 2023 D. 2022

Answer 5
B.7

B.1and 3 onl
C. India

C. New Delhi
B. 2025



SSC CHSL 2025 Tier-I
— 19 Nov 2025, Shift 3

Current Affairs-Based
Exam Practice 2025

Current Affairs-Based
Exam Practice 2025

Which of the following is the nodal organisation for International
Big Cat Alliance in India?

Which country officially joined the India-led IBCA by signing the
framework agreement in August 2025?

Which inter-governmental organisation launched by India in
2023 was granted privileges and immunities under the UN
Privileges and Immunities Act, 1947?

A. National Tiger Conservation
Authority B. National Lion
Protection Authority C. Wildlife
Institute of India D. Central Wildlife
Control Board

A. Nepal B. Pakistan C. China D.
France E. Russia

A. Global Tiger Forum B.
International Big Cat Alliance C.
World Wide Fund for Nature D.
Convention on Migratory Species

A. National Tiger
Conservation
Authority

A. Nepal

B. International
Big Cat Alliance



| 13 PACTS SIGNED TO PROVIDE FOR DEEPER ENGAGEMENTS

India targeting $25-bn trade
with Vietnam by 2030: PM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, May &

INDIA AND VIETNAM on
Wednesday elevated their ties
to an enhanced comprehen-
sive strategic partnership and
seta $25 billion annual trade
target by 2030 as Prime Min
ister Narendra Modi and Viet-
namese President To Lam held
talks focusing on expanding
bilateral ties in areas of trade,
defence, and critical minerals
inthe face of increasing geopo-
litical upheavals,

Following the Modi-Lam
meeting, the two sides signed
as many as 13 agreements
which will provide for deeper
two ways engagements in a
rangeofareas including digital
payments, rareearth minerals,
pharmaceuticals, education,
banking and culture,

Modiand Lam also deliber-
ated on the situation in the
Indo-Pacific amid China’s
increasing assertiveness in the
region,and agreed to continue
to contribute to the rule-of-law,
peace,stability, and prosperity.

Itis understood that China’s
growing military muscle-flex-
ingin the South China Sea also
figured in the delegation-level
talks between the two sides.

Elected as president earlier
this month, Lam began his first
state visit to India on Tuesday,
leading a high-level delegation
fora three-day trip.

*A decade ago, Vietnam
became India’s first compre-
hensive strategic partner in
ASEAN (Association of South-
east Asian Nations). Since then,
our relations have made rapid
and comprehensive progress,”
Modi said in his statement.

“Building on this strong
foundation, today we are ele-
vating ourrelations to thelevel
of Enhanced Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. We will
now advance our partnership
to even higher goals,” he said,

“Our cooperation will reach
new levels in every area cul-
ture, connectivity, and capac-
itybuilding,aswell as security,
sustainability, and supply
chain resilience,” Modi added.

He noted that the bilateral
trade between India and Viet-
nam has doubled in the last
decade to reach $16 billion and
that the target nowisto increase
itto §25 billion by 2030.

Maodi also cited a plethora
of agreements signed
between the two countries to

| : . ¥l
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Vietnam President To Lam exchange a handshake at
Hyderabad House in New Delhi on Wednesday

A

emphasis that the economic
engagement is expected to
witnessasignificant upswing
going forward.

“The Mol between our
drug authorities will now
increase access to Indian
medicines in  Vietnam.
Exports of Indian agricul-
tural, fisheries, and animal
products to Vietnam are also
set to become easier. Very
soon, Vietnam will taste
India’s grapes and pomegran-
ates," he said.



| India Targeting $25bn Trade with Vietham by 2030 — Why in News

PM Modi — President To Lam | 13 Agreements | Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic Partnership | GS-2 IR

Why in News / o<1 §

India-Vietnam: Enhanced Strategic Partnership

Elevated to Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic Partnership | 2026

South
China Sea
[DISPUTED]

Bay of
Bengal

Trade: $8bn (2014) -> $16bn (2024) -> Target $25bn (2030)
13 agreements: digital, pharma, rare earth, banking, education, culture

e India-Vietham elevated to Enhanced Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership

e $25 billion annual trade target set for 2030

e 2030 TF $25 T FNYE IR BT TET

e PM Modi met Vietnamese President To Lam at
Hyderabad House

o PM H)G1 7 TG0 To Lam § §GVIaIG G135 H HeAlhId &1
e 13 agreements signed across multiple sectors

« PTEFH13 TV G

e South China Sea & China's assertiveness discussed

o G187 7 IR /I 717 B1 SfBIHGTT TR Tt

e To Lam: first state visit to India, leading high-level
delegation

e To Lam &1 YT H G&ci] o714 TTaT

ASEAN = Association of Southeast Asian Nations | 10 member states | Vietnam joined 1995 | HIRd Pl Udc {%C =ifd
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Capital

Largest city by
municipal
boundary
Largest city by
urban population

Official
language

Hanoi

o 21°2'N 105°51°'E
Da Nang

& 16°20'N 107°35’E
Ho Chi Minh City

& 10°48'N 106°39'E

Vietnamesel'

Ethnic groups
(2019)

85.32% Viet (Kinh)
14.68% other!?!

Religion (2019)

Demonym

86.32% no religion / folk
6.1% Catholicism
4.79% Buddhism
1.02% Hoahaoism

1% Protestantism
0.58% Caodaism
0.07% Islam

0.12% other'?!
[a]

Vietnamese

Formation

Government

» Party General
Secretary!®!
and President

* Prime Minister

*» National

Assembly
Chairman

Legislature

Unitary communist state
T6 Lam

Lé Minh Hung
Tran Thanh Man

National Assembly

» Han's 111 BC
annexation
» Ngo dynasty 939
* Lé dynasty 1428
* Nguyén's 1802
unification
* Protectorate 25 August 1883
Treaty
 Democratic 2 September 1945
Republic of
Vietnam
* North—South 21 July 1954
partition
« Socialist 2 July 1976
Republic of
Vietnam
Area
« Total 331,344.820°1¢] km?
(127,932.95 sq mi) (66th)
» Water (%) 6.38
Population
+ 2025 estimate 102,300,000 (16th)
<2019 census 96,208,984
* Density 309/km? (800.3/sq mi)
(43rd)
GDP (PPP) 2026 estimate
* Total 4 $2.025 trillion'®! (23rd)
+ Per capita 4 $19,649/% (104th)
GDP (nominal) 2026 estimate
* Total A $527.266 billion'®!
(33rd)
» Per capita A $5,115% (119th)
Gini (2022) v 36.1%
medium inequality
HDI (2023) 4 0.766!10)

high (93rd)



Mind Map | Current Affairs O@‘
Neos

N >
0 Why in News | @) Important Outcomes / MoUs

!
New trade roadmap towards USD 25 bn by 2030 ‘
\

.
_d “" ¢ MoU on cooperation in payment systems
"' | | == )& and digital payment innovation
/ —— / Cooperation in rare earths / critical minerals
g r| -
.

ﬁ{b India Targeting $25bn Trade with Vietnam by 2030

India and Vietnam set a bilateral trade
target of USD 25 billion by 2030

« Announcement during the State Visit of
Vietnam President To Lam to India

» Visit dates: 5-7 May 2026
» Trade target announced after talks

~

Export of Indian grapes to Vietnam and
Vietnamese durian to India
Vietnam joined the Indo-Pacific Oceans

s with PM Narendra Modi y ‘ Initiative (IPOI)
Present Trade Status | d' V' (0 Strategic Importance i
- I C
n Ia Ietnam  Strengthens India's ASEAN engagement

Trade Target

» Supports resilient supply chains
@ ¢ Boosts Indo-Pacific cooperation
» Reduces overdependence on limited

trade partners
» Improves economic and strategic connectivityj

¢ Goal: raise trade to USD 25 billion by 2030

¢ Focus on faster market access and

supply chain links
\ 2

o Bilateral trade has doubled in the last decade
I o Current trade level: about USD 16 billion

X

(" 9 ; ; h i e ——— —_—
Diplomatic Upgrade ( \
c poree 0 Why Important for Exams
( « Bilateral ties elevated to “Enhanced ‘ o e » . .
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership” S 9 Links current affairs with international relations

¢ Important for trade, ASEAN and
Act East Policy topics

Y ¢ Useful for questions on bilateral
|.'| agreements and MoUs
* Relevant for economy + geography +
diplomacy revision

0 Quick Exam Facts

) ¢ Countries: India and Vietnam e Target year: 2030
: —-I ¢ Vietnam capital: Hanoi ¢ Trade target: USD 25 billion
v

= e India capital: New Delhi ¢ Key leader from Vietnam
in news: President To Lam

)
\J »
' «‘ e 2026 marks 10 years of India-Vietnam = 4
% Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
% « Vietnam is a key pillar of India’s Act East Policy
¢ Also important for Vision MAHASAGAR /
\_ Indo-Pacific outreach )

Key Economic Areas \
Agriculture and agri-products ‘ J/
Pharmaceuticals and healthcace cooperation g
Digital economy and e-commerce
Supply chains, manufacturing and investment
Energy and critical minerals

/'[‘\
"m“‘!”'ﬁh"/ p & \Hﬁ

* Best for quick revision *



Art.4 | 13 Agreements & Trade Data / 13 '\‘:I'Fl?éﬁ%f 3R HTUR T

Digital payments [ Rare earth minerals | Pharma | Agriculture | Education | Culture | Defence

13 Agreements X India x Vietham Trade Highlights / STUR fa=ivarg

Signed at Hyderabad House, New Delhi | May 6, 2026
e Trade doubled: $S8bn (2014) > S16bn

(2024)

Digital Payments Rare Earth Minerals Pharma & Medicines Banking & Finance ° 5112 T 58 NG > 516 W(2024)
e Target: $25 billion by 2030

® 2030 dp: 525 NG P 7§
e MoU: Indian drug authorities - more
Education Exchange Agriculture & Fisheries Science & Technology Culture & Art access to Indian medicines in Vietnam

o YRANT QI [3FT=1T 4 3/l e 11
e India's grapes and pomegranates to

Indian Medicines Indo-Pacific Vietnam So.on 2
Defence Ties Critical Minerals — Security o WW&?VWWWW

e Rare earth minerals: critical for EVs &

electronics

India grapes & pomegranates to Vietnam soon | Bilateral trade doubled in last decade o gﬁ"y_’r@ﬁw Wﬁwﬁgﬁ%ﬁﬁwé,—

MoU: Indian drug authorities increase access to Indian medicines in Vietnam

Rare earth minerals: China controls ~85% global supply | India-Vietnam: strategic alternative | gQ'IC‘J-[ ST, D &1 qr.kq



Art.4 | Indo-Pacific Strategy & Geopolitics / ‘H\-TITrFﬂﬁ

China's assertiveness | South China Sea | QUAD | Act East Policy | Rule-of-law agenda

Indo-Pacific Strategy & India-Vietnam Geopolitics / H-TSIHId

Ina’s growing military presence in Sou
China Sea discussed

o G 7 TR & 7 BT Fg ] @< FurRifa
QUAD 537

IND+USA . . 9
e e India & Vietham agreed to continue

PHILIPPINES contributing to rule-of-law, peace & stability

« G 3T 19T TR TR T ST
S.CHINA @?37597?773/:—7’

SEA e VVietnam: key strategic partner for India in
ASEAN counter-China strategy

AUSTRALIA o [qTTTIT ASEAN T YRT BT IUHNIdP® HIfiak
e QUAD: India, USA, Japan, Australia — Indo-
Pacific stability

e Act East Policy: India's engagement with SE
Asian natio

China's Assertiveness | South China Sea | Act East Policy | QUAD

VIETNAM

India-Vietnam: counter Chinese assertiveness in Indo-Pacific
Rule-of-law, peace, stability, prosperity | Act East Policy

UNCLOS: UN Convention on Law of Sea | South China Sea: 9-dash line claim by China | UN Tribunal 2016 ruled against China



Art.4 | India-Vietham — Key Terms & Multi-Subject

IR [ Economy | Geography | History | Static GK

Enhanced Comprehensive Highest level of diplomatic partnership | HRA-faud—m I&¢ o1 gare TR
Strategic Partnership

ASEAN Association of SE Asian Nations | 10 members | HQ: Jakarta | Founded 1967
Act East Policy India's policy to engage with SE Asian nations | PM Modi 2014 | Qazéw:ﬁﬁr
South China Sea Disputed maritime area | China claims 9-dash line | HALIUICI GRS IRIEY

QUAD Quadrilateral Security Dialogue: India, USA, Japan, Australia | &S

Rare Earth Minerals 17 elements critical for EVs, electronics, defence | China dominates supply
UNCLOS UN Convention on Law of Sea | Governs maritime rights | ?IH??[W
Indo-Pacific Strategic region: Indian Ocean + Pacific Ocean | India's key strategic space

Vietnam GDP ~$430bn | India-Vietnam: first comprehensive strategic partner in ASEAN a decade ago | fagaTH: ASEAN H UYH I0HId® HITER




Art.4 | India-Vietham — Exam Questions / tl'\ﬁ&ﬂ Uy

STATEMENT McCQ / FYF-3MYUTR MCQ

Consider statements about India-Vietnam relations:

1. India and Vietnam elevated their ties to 'Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic Partnership' in 2026.
2. Vietnam was India's first Comprehensive Strategic Partner in ASEAN.

3. The two sides signed 25 agreements during the Modi-To Lam summit.

Which are correct? (a) 1only (b) 1and 2 (c) 2 and 3 (d) All three

Stmt 3 — Only 13 agreements signed, not 25 | $Had 13 ﬂﬂ@ﬁ@, 25 '_-I@)[

Mains / &1 TT&T Prelims + Interview

Q (Pre): ASEAN HQ is located in: (a) Bangkok (b) Jakarta (c)
Hanoi (d) Singapore

Q (Pre): India's 'Act East Policy' was first announced as 'Look East
Policy' in: Ans: 1991

Q (Int.): With China's growing influence in SE Asia, how should India
calibrate its partnerships with Vietnam and other ASEAN nations
under its Indo-Pacific strategy?

Q1 (GS-2, 250w): Critically analyse the strategic and economic
dimensions of India-Vietham Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership. How does it fit into India's Indo-Pacific strategy?

Q2 (GS-3, 150w): Discuss the significance of rare earth minerals in
India-Vietham cooperation and its implications for India's supply
chain security.

PYQ: (2022): India-ASEAN relations |): South China Sea dispute | SR, gféor d= R
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kyroot Aerospace Be
First Spacé'ech Jnicorn
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Event

Valuation

Funds Raised

Headquarters

Sector

Main Investors

Sherpalo Ventures

GIC

Unicorn Meaning

Skyroot Aerospace became India’s first space-tech
unicorn on 7 May 2026.

The company achieved a valuation of about $1.1
billion.

Around $60 million funding was raised in the latest
round.

Skyroot Aerospace is headquartered in Hyderabad,
Telangana.

It works in the private space-launch and satellite
launch sector.

Sherpalo Ventures, GIC Singapore, Arkam Ventures,
BlackRock-managed funds, Playbook Partners
participated.

Venture capital firm founded by Ram Shriram.

GIC is Singapore's sovereign wealth fund.

A unicorn is a privately held startup valued at $1 billion
or more.

WhTS®E TAAAY 7 °HE 2026 &) MRd &1 Ugai! WI-Ch
gfiwi duHt g

SUA &1 Heaiasd e 1.1 fafeda sier gam

Fdtaan BfEn 73 7 @i 60 fAfaa gfer spe Tl

WIEFE TR BT JEATd 2e1d1g, demar 7 rd 21

g fAstt arafier wagor va 3uug difa &3 ° o1 St 21

Rurelt da, standat gz, sRew dadf, waie bea wd
Wgd uread A fAder fasam

Aarert dad Y RmuAT AW W A B aft

GIC f&mqR @1 Ty Jufd B (Sovereign Wealth Fund) 21

gfFei ag fAsi wréan giar @ foae graie 1 fafda sfar
a1 39 fers g



Main Rocket

Purpose of Vikram-1

Launch Site

Sriharikota

Important Test

Earlier Achievement

Naming of Rockets

Importance for India

Space Reforms

Vikram-1 is Skyroot's orbital launch vehicle under
development.

It is designed to launch satellites into Earth orbit.

Vikram-1 launch is planned from Sriharikota, Andhra
Pradesh.

Sriharikota hosts Satish Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC), India’s main spaceport.

Integrated Electrical Test Campaign (Phase-3)
completed on 24 April 2026.

In 2022, Skyroot launched Vikram-S, India’s first
privately built rocket to reach space.

The Vikram series is named after Dr. Vikram Sarabhai,
father of India’s space programme.

It reflects the rapid growth of India's private space
sector after space reforms.

IN-SPACe and NSIL reforms opened the space sector
to private companies.

fawn-1 whréee &1 fawfad fear s @ siifden did @od 21

3 gedt &Y wa H IUNE WaiH 8q fasfad fasan man 21

faeH-1 @1 waqur sitgfRepter, iy waer & ywarfad &1

sitef¥@Yer & Tdter eram stafier g @ 2, st Ra &1 g
WIE 2|

$eties safagda S du (B31-3) 24 3t 2026 B QR
g3l

2022 ¥ ®prgse A fagpn-S wi fa, it 3iakel de ugad
gTd1 WRd &1 Uga A3t e e

fagsm e YW1 BT A1 ¥RA & 3HdRel BRIHH &b 3T 3.
faepm ARMTE & 19 TR T3 T

Ug MRd & st salker &= & dta unfa 3k w0 gerdt &
gerfar 1

IN-SPACe Td NSIL g&mY A fAsit dsufat & fog siafer =
FTeAT|



Bengaluru Records Highest Cybercrime
Casesqd024




Report

Total Cases

Crime Rate

Source of Data

NCRB

Ministry

Definition of Cybercrime

Share in Metro Cities

2023 Cases

Fraud Cases

Bengaluru recorded the highest cybercrime cases
among Indian metropolitan cities in 2024.

Bengaluru registered 17,561 cybercrime cases in
2024.

Cybercrime rate in Bengaluru was 206.6 cases per
one lakh population.

Data was published in NCRB's “Crime in India 2024"
report.

NCRB stands for National Crime Records Bureau.

NCRB functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Cybercrime refers to offences committed using
computers, digital devices, networks, or online
platforms.

Bengaluru accounted for more than half of cyber
offences among metropolitan cities.

Bengaluru recorded 17,631 cybercrime cases in 2023.

Fraud-related offences accounted for 16,842 cases in

Bengaluru in 2024.

S—

ATS A 2024 A HRA & HEHTR ° J9d SIS Igar 3oy
st fpa)

dTe(s # 2024 W 17,561 ATZER IJURTE HHA &1 §U|

e W WIEER U & 206.6 HHA fd b @ sdEm
&

Ug Hiw3 NCRB &Y “gpTeH 34 8f3ar 2024" e 7 yasifera
gl

NCRB @1 quf &0 National Crime Records Bureau &1
NCRB Tg HaTera & 3iarfd &1 &ear &1

[TEER UMY TE AWRTY § 31 pwger, fBfFed Iuavr, Aead @
TS B b HegH J fasar siar 2|

HEMATR ¥ g3t angar rael ® des &1 G and @ sifte
e

e | 2023 7 17,631 AGER HUE ATHA &1 8¢ 1

2024 A e[S | 16,842 A ef@erst A Hdfera &



Computer Offences

Karnataka Data

National Data

Growth Trend

Charge-Sheeting Rate

Major Offence Type

Related Law

CERT-In

Digital Threat

Computer-related offences accounted for 17,310
cases.

Karnataka registered 21,993 cybercrime cases in
2024.

India recorded 1,01,928 cybercrime cases in 2024.

Cybercrime cases in India increased by 17.9% from
2023 to 2024.

Bengaluru's charge-sheeting rate in cybercrime cases
was 24.2%.

Most cases involved cheating by personation using
computer resources.

Cybercrimes in India are mainly governed by the
Information Technology Act, 2000.

CERT-In is India’s national cyber security incident
response agency.

Rising digital payments and internet usage have
increased cyber fraud risks.
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Indian schoolkids weakest in mathematics, higher reasoning

SUGANDHA MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, May 7

NITIAAYOG'S NATIONAL edu-
cation report released Thursday
flagged a deepening learning
crisis among the country’s
246.9 million school students.
ASER 2024 datashows thatonly
27.1% of Grade 3 students
could read a Grade 2-level text
and just 30.7% of Grade 5 stu-
dentscould solvea basicdivision
problem. The report also found
that reading proficiencyamong
Grade 8 students declined
nationally from 74,7% in 2014
to 71.1%in 2024.Government
schools recorded asharperfallin
reading comprehension from
71.5%to 67.5% overadecade.
The report, “School Educa
tion System in India: Temporal
Analysis and Policy Roadmap
for Quality Enhancement," Is
based on data from The Unified
District Information System
for Education Plus (UDISE+
2024-25), the National
Achievement Survey (NAS),
Performance  Assessment,
Review,and Analysis of Knowl-

edge for Holistic Development
(PARAKH)and Annual Statusof
Education Report (ASER) to
assess learning trends, school
infrastructure and education
outcomes across the country.

NAS 2021 findings cited in
the report showed several major
statesrecorded sharp declinesin
Grade 8 learning outcomes
across language, mathematics,
science and social science
between 2017 and 2021
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana,Chhattisgarh, Kerala,
Bihar,Assam, Uttar Pradeshand
Karnataka were among the
states flagged for significant
declines, while significant dis-
parities exist among these
states. Curiously, states like
Andhra Pradesh, Kamatakaand
Kerala slipped after attaining
higher levels of learning out-
comes. Punjab emerged as one
of the strongest-performing
states in the NAS analysis,
recording ‘significant gains
across subjects’,

The report stated that
mathematics and higher-
order reasoning remained

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

WORRYING TREND . u Girls’ enrolment in
primary schools
® Reading proficiency declined from
among Grade 8 students 107.38% in 2014-15
declined nationally from to 92.3% in 2024-25
'7"102322 in2014to 71.1% .S jary-level
dropout rates in 2024~
= Govt schools recorded 25 were highest in
a sharper fall in reading West Bengal at 20%
comprehension from u India's school
71.5% to 67.5% overa system currently
decade comprises
. -
8 Only 31% Grade 5 kids 1.47 million
could do basic division schools
among the weakest areas from 336 to 323, mathematics The data also showed that  could solve a basic subtraction
nationally. NAS and PARAKH  from 321 to 306 and environ-  reading skills at the upperpri-  problem in 2024, while only
2024 findings analysed in the  mentalstudiesfrom321t0307.  mary level have weakened over  30.7% of Grade 5 students

report showed that only 29%
of Grade 6 students could
compare fractions, 38% could
perform unit conversions and
53% could apply four basic
operations on whole numbers
to solve daily life problems.
NAS data also showed a
decline in average Grade 3
scores nationallybetween 2017
and 2021. Language scores fell

ASER 2024 findings, mean-
while,showed that foundational
reading and arithmetic skills
remain uneven despite signs of
post-pandemic recovery.
Nationally, the share of Grade 3
students able to read a Grade 2-
level text rose from 20.5% in
2022 to 27.1% in 2024 after
dropping sharply during the
pandemic years.

epaper.ﬂnancialexprmn.. .

the decade. Nationally, Grade 8
reading proficiency fell from
74.7% in 2014 to 71.1% in
2024, Government schools
recorded asharperdecline from
71.5% to 67.5%0, while private
schools declined from a peak of
82.9%in 2018t080%in 2024,

In arithmetic, ASER data
showed that only 33.7% of
Grade 3 students nationally

could solve a division problem.
Among Grade 8 students,arith-
metic performance remained
largely stagnant over the
decade,improving only margin-
ally from 44.2% in 2014 to
45.8%in 2024,

The study also noted that
girts frequently perform as well
as or better than boys in lan-
guage competencies during

New Delhi

CALLING FOR SWEEPING
reforms toimprove the qual-
ity and inclusiveness of
India’s school education sys-
tem, the NITI Aayog report
warned that fragmented
schooling structures, teacher
shortages and uneven learn-
ing outcomes continue to
hold back progress despite
rising enrolment levels,

The report recommends
restructuring schools into
integrated clusters to ensure
continuity from primary to
higher secondary levels,
while reducing the number

Educatlon overhaul mooted

of single-teacher and low-
enrolment schools. It also
proposes  strengthening
school infrastructure,
expanding digital class-
rooms and internet access,
and improving facilities for
children with special needs.
Among the key recom-
mendations are reforms in
teacher deployment and
career progression,stronger
school leadership, and the
creation of state and dis-
trict-level task forces to

monitor school quality.
—FE BUREAU

carly stages, but inequalities
persist in digital access. The
report stated that girls' enroll-
ment in primary schools
declined from 107.38% in
2014-15t092.3%in 2024-25,
citing “demographic changes,
including falling fertility rates
and shrinking cohorts of chil-
dren entering primary school”.

The study also highlighted
major disparities in school
retention across states, Sec-
ondary-level dropout rates in
2024-25 were highest in West
Bengal at 20%, followed by
Arunachal Pradesh and Kar-
natakaat 18,3% each,Assamat
17.5%, Meghalaya at 17.4%
and Gujarat at 16.9%.
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Topic

Why in News

Report Name

Based on Data

Main Concern

ASER 2024 Finding

Grade 5 Maths

Grade 8 Reading

English

NITI Aayog's report highlighted a
serious learning crisis among Indian
school students.

School Education System in India:
Temporal Analysis and Policy
Roadmap for Quality Enhancement

The report is based on UDISE+ 2024-
25, NAS, PARAKH and ASER 2024
data.

Mathematics and higher-order
reasoning were found to be among
the weakest learning areas.

Only 27.1% of Grade 3 students
could read Grade 2 level text.

Only 30.7% of Grade 5 students
could solve a basic division problem.

Reading proficiency among Grade 8
students declined from 74.7% in
2014 to 71.1% in 2024.
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Government Schools

NAS Finding

Grade 6 Skills

Unit Conversion

Daily Life Maths

National Learning Trend

Girls' Enrolment

Number of Schools

Government schools saw reading

comprehension decline from 71.5% to

67.5% over a decade.

NAS found decline in average Grade 3

scores between 2017 and 2021.

Only 29% of Grade 6 students could
compare fractions.

Only 38% could perform unit
conversions.

Only 53% could apply four basic
operations to daily life problems.

Foundational reading and arithmetic
skills remain uneven despite some
post-pandemic recovery.

Girls' enrolment in primary schools
declined from 107.3% in 2014-15 to
92.3% in 2024-25.

India‘s school system has about 1.47
million schools.
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Number of Schools

Dropout Rate

Other High Dropout States

Policy Concern

Reform Suggested

Digital Reform

Teacher Reform

Monitoring

India's school system has about 1.47
million schools.

Secondary-level dropout rate in
2024-25 was highest in West Bengal
at 20%.

Arunachal Pradesh: 18.3%, Assam:
17.5%, Meghalaya: 17.4%, Gujarat:
16.9%.

Fragmented schooling structures,
teacher shortages and learning gaps
are major barriers.

Restructure schools into integrated
clusters from primary to higher
secondary level.

Strengthen digital classrooms,
internet access and inclusive
education.

Improve teacher deployment, career
progression and school leadership.

State and district-level task forces
should monitor school ¢ Y
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Area

Constitutional Link

RTE Act

NEP 2020 Link

NIPUN Bharat

SDG Link

Governance Issue

English

Article 21A provides free and compulsory

education to children aged 6-14 years.

Right to Education Act, 2009
operationalises Article 21A.

NEP 2020 gives high priority to

foundational literacy and numeracy.

It aims to ensure foundational literacy
and numeracy by Grade 3.

SDG 4 deals with quality education.

Learning outcome is now more important

than mere enrolment.
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Word of the day

Palpable:

so intense as to be almost touched or felt

Synonym: tangible

Usa g€ The griefin the village was palpable
after the tragedy.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/ScdN02/
palpable

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [paelpabal/
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