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“In a war of ego,
the loser always wins.”

— Buddha
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Glacial collapse unlikely to halt China’s mega dam plan

China’s Yarlung Zangbo project will comprise five
power stations, with an estimated 60 GW capacity

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

resh concerns trig-
F gered by the devas-

tating glacial col-
lapse along the
Nepal-China border are
unlikely to sway Beijing's
plans to go ahead with the
construction of a mega
dam on the lower reaches
of the Yarlung Zangbo, or
the Brahmaputra river, ina
seismically active region in
Tibet near the border with
India.

On July 23, a month be-
fore the August 26 flash
flood and mudslides, Chi-
na released its 15th Five-
Year Plan for renewable
energy, which called for
advancing the construc-
tion of major projects, in-
cluding the Yarlung Zang-
bo Lower Reaches
Hydropower Project, as
the mega dam project is re-
ferred to in China.

Underscoring the im-
portance accorded to the

plan, China’s Vice Premier
Zhang Guoqing visited Ny-
ingchi in Tibet, near the
border, in April. “We must
shoulder the principal res-
ponsibility for project-
building and build this
landmark mega project of
the new era,” he was quot-
ed as saying, adding that
the government would
“put quality first, safety as
the foundation, strictly en-
force construction stan-
dards and ecological-envi-
ronmental-protection
requirements, and keep
construction progress sub-
ordinate to quality and
safety.”

At a groundbreaking ce-
remony in july 2025, Chi-
na’s second-ranked leader
and Premier Li Qiang, who
travelled to Nyingchi, an-
nounced the start of con-
struction of what he called
“the project of the centu-
ry”. A total investment of
1.2 trillion Yuan (around
14 lakh crore) was an-
nounced for the construc-

A reservoir and a 40-km tunnel through the Great
Bend are expected to divert water to powerhouses
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tion of five power stations.

Since then, there has
been little public informa-
tion about the project,
although Mr. Zhang’s visit
this year shed some light
on how the project will go
forward, including the set-
ting up of the new State-
run China Yajiang Group to
run the entire project,
which he inspected.

Of concern to India is
how much water is likely to

be stored in the reservoir
and how the tunnel will af-
fect downstream flows, as
well as possible broader ec-
ological impacts. The lack
of information has posed
an obstacle in assessing the
possible impact.

China has already
opened one major dam on
the middle reaches of the
Yarlung Zangbo at Zang-
mu. A State media report
earlier this month lauded

the construction of the
dam, saying it had “provid-
ed a solution to nearly 26
percent of electricity de-
mand in Southwest China's
Xizang |[Tibet] Autono-
mous Region”, the report
said, detailing an elaborate
“fishway™ designed to help
fish move between up-
stream and downstream
sections. The report quot-
ed design engineer Zhang
Lianming as saying the

India remains concerned about downstream water
flows, storage, and wider ecological impact

fishway would likely be
used for future projects.

In June, a “final accep-
tance meeting” of the
Zangmu project was held,
declaring that the dam,
which started construction
in 2010, had generated
22.2 billion kilowatt-hours
of energy “equivalent to
saving approximately 7.4
million tonnes of standard
coal and cutting carbon
dioxide emissions by
around 22.2  million
tonnes”,

The energy generation
of the new project near the
India border, where the
course of the Yarlung Zang-
bo stunningly falls over the
“great bend” and turns to-
wards India, is expected to
easily dwarf Zangmu.

While there have been
no official projections, Chi-
nese analysts project 60
GW installed capacity and
300 billion kilowatt-hours
of power a year, over three
times the Three Gorges.

While the project has

been described as a “run-
of-the-river” dam, it will al-
50 involve the construction
of a reservoir. This is likely
to be located in the town of
Mainling, upstream of Ny-
ingchi, a prefecture-level
city that is also home to a
key airport, according to
an analysis published on
Wednesday by David Fish-
man, a Shanghai-based
analyst writing on energy
who looked at reports of
relocations to ascertain the
likely location. The water
will be diverted at the top
of the great bend into an
approximately 40-km-long
tunnel, Mr. Fishman wrote
on his Substack, “Crossing
the River”, as its descend-
ing force powers five 12-
GW powerhouses before
rejoining the river.

India, China meeting

Later this month, India
and China will hold a meet-
ing of the Expert-Level Me-
chanism on Trans-border
Rivers. However, the shar-

ing of hydrological data, of-
ficials say, has not been
regular and has on occa-
sion been suspended dur-
ing difficult periods in
relations.

Asked about the project,
China's Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Guo jJiakun
said last year that Beijing
“always maintained a high-
ly responsible attitude to-
ward transboundary river
development and has rich
experience in hydropower
project development”. He
said the “construction of
the project is beneficial for
disaster prevention and
mitigation throughout the
entire river basin and will
not have adverse effects on
downstream areas”.

“China has conducted
hydrological  reporting,
flood control, and disaster
reduction  cooperation
with relevant downstream
countries and has also en-
gaged in necessary com-
munication regarding the
project,” he said.



Parameter
Project

River in Tibet

River in India
Location

Estimated capacity

Power stations
Estimated investment

Expected generation

Proposed engineering
Main Indian concern

Existing major Chinese dam mentioned

Exam-ready fact

Yarlung Zangbo Lower Reaches
Hydropower Project

Yarlung Zangbo / Yarlung Tsangpo
Siang/Dihang — Brahmaputra

Tibet Autonomous Region, near the Great
Bend

60 GW
5

1.2 trillion yuan (~%14 lakh crore, as
reported)

Around 300 billion kWh/year
Reservoir + approximately 40-km tunnel

Downstream flows, storage, ecology &
hydrological information

Zangmu Dam



Tibet - Arunachal Pradesh - Assam - Bangladesh
Yarlung Zangbo

N

Great Bend / Namcha Barwa region

N

enters India in Arunachal Pradesh
N2

Siang/Dihang

N

meets tributaries including Dibang + Lohit

N

Brahmaputra

N

Bangladesh, where it is known as Jamuna

N

joins the Ganga system

N
Bay of Bengal



e What is the “Great
Bend”?

* Near Namcha Barwa, the
Yarlung Zangbo makes a
dramatic turn around the
eastern Himalayas before
descending toward India.

* The article says the
project is expected to
exploit this enormous
elevation difference: water
would be diverted near the
top of the Great Bend into
an approximately 40-km
tunnel, descend toward five
12-GW powerhouses, and
then rejoin the river.

* 5x12 GW =60 GW




THE GREAT BEND:TRAPPED ORTAPPED

According fo media reports, Ching has sanchioned the biggest hydropower project in the world,

in one of the most ecologically sensitive and unstobie areas. downstréam of Brahmaputra regi

- The Great Bend. The Great Bend roughly stretches from mm%mdm. twio counties in Tibet,
(ong hos the highest potentiol for generating hydropower oS the fiver meoanders mggushes_down '
from an elevation of 3,000 meters. Bul what does it meon for more than 75 of 83 million people
wha reside downsiream of the river? A drier and changing ecology, loss of livelihood and even
reduced protein infoke, according fo one study.
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Concern

Why it matters

Water flow India is downstream

Storage Reservoir operation could affect timing/quantity of flows
Flood risk Himalayan region is geologically and climatically fragile
Earthquakes Tibet—Himalaya belt is seismically active

Glacial hazards

Glacial collapse/GLOF-type events can threaten infrastructure

Sediments

Dams can alter sediment movement downstream

Ecology

Potential effects on aquatic ecosystems and biodiversity

Data sharing

Hydrological information is important for flood forecasting

Strategic issue

Brahmaputra is a major transboundary river




Zangmu New Lower Reaches Project

Existing project New mega project

Middle reaches of Yarlung Zangbo Lower reaches / Great Bend area
Operational project Project under development
Smaller scale ~60 GW planned

Includes much larger diversion/power

Often described as run-of-the-river .
infrastructure




e Consider the following statements
regarding the Yarlung Zangbo:

* |tis associated with the Brahmaputra
river system.

* It enters India through Arunachal
Pradesh.

* The proposed lower-reaches Chinese
hydropower project is associated with the
Great Bend region.

* Indiais an upstream riparian state
relative to China on this river.

 Which statements are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B.1,2and 3 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4
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India votes in favour of UNGA
resolution on new world map

India has voted in favour of a UN General
Assembly resolution aimed at correcting the
world map to promote a “more accurate
representation” of continental landmasses. The
193-member UN General Assembly on Friday
overwhelmingly adopted the resolution “Correct
the map: rebalancing global cartographic
representation and promoting equitable
representation of the world’s regions,
particularly Africa”. The resolution was
sponsored by Togo, receiving 164 votes in favour,
with abstentions from Estonia, Georgia,
Lithuania, Moldova, Serbia and Ukraine, and a
lone vote against from the United States. e
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English

Resolution: Correct the Map

Introduced by: Togo on behalf of African States

UNGA Document: A/80/L.104

Votes in favour: 164

Against: 1 — United States

Abstentions: 6

India voted in favour

Focus: wider use of Equal-Area projections

Resolution is non-binding

fo=t

URATd: Correct the Map
TRAADl: 3MIh! aRN &l 3R I 2N

UNGA GXTdul: A/80/L.104

g&l § Hd: 164

faRIY T: 1 — AR

SURRYd/HdaM ¥ favd: 6

YRd = &l H HdgH fobar

JT: Equal-Area projections &1 STI®H SUAR]

TRATd BT &0 3 STHBR! a1 §



¥ What is actually wrong with the traditional world map?
URuf¥es faea ArAfaa & aH=m = 82

The controversy mainly concerns the Mercator Projection, developed by Gerardus Mercator in 1569.

fdarg g&aa: Mercator Projection & (31 8, f5i& Gerardus Mercator A 1569 ® fawsfaa fasar ami

@ The New IndianE... +1

Mercator was designed primarily for navigation because it preserves directions/angles effectively.

Mercator Projection H&ad: ag= & foie a=man mar o1 wiifes ag fEensi/wion &t wirdt & J TqRfgia wEar g1

But it greatly exaggerates the apparent area of regions located farther from the Equator.
Wfds a8 yHed T A R fRId 831 & &%d &I arafaddl A 98d 981 fGETAT &1 © e vew inaian ¢
/% Best example to remember

Greenland = 2.16 million sq km

Hes ~ 21.6 @@ arf fabwt

Africa = 30.3 million sq km

376IhT = 303 & atf fapwt

e Africa is about 14 times larger than Greenland.

& 3rBYBT MAes | @ 14 AT 98T 21

Yet on many Mercator maps, Greenland appears almost as large as Africa.

f2 Mt Mercator AAfaa R WHes @MU 3BT fSa=T 98T fGETs 3 AdaT &1 © Hindustan Times
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2018(Bojan Savri¢, Tom
Patterson and Bernhard
Jenny.)

Developed

Main strength
Area

Polar regions
Africa

Navigation

UN resolution

1569

Navigation

X Distorted

Appear enlarged

Appears relatively smaller

Very useful

Does not ban it

Relative area representation

v/| Equal-area

More proportional
More accurate relative area
Not designed for navigation

Encourages equal-area maps
where relative size matters



Consider the following statements regarding the “Correct

the Map” resolution: / “Correct the Map” UdTd & HaY A
ﬁ;ri%rl%a$u=ﬁwﬁﬁmﬁﬁrq

e |t was adopted by the UN General Assembly.
3 Y Y AT GIRT 3911 AT

¢ India voted in favour of the resolution.

YR A Y19 & Ul H Hagr- foari

o |t Ie ally prohibits the use of Mercator Projection worldwide.

’H‘J-R'ﬁ Mercator Projection %maﬁww I yfasfia

It encourages wider use of equal-area map projections.

YT Equal-Area map projections & SATUD YA B NcdTed AT g |
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i India, China hold military talks in Arunachal

Talks are being held amid alleged incursions by
the Chinese and a military build-up ar the LAC
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The meeting comes ahead of the BRICS Summit,
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ISRO’s role is by no means
diminishing: space officials

Agency will remain the bedrock of the Indian space sector, says IN-SPACe chief Pawan Goenka

amid concerns raised by ISRO staff associations over ‘privatisation’; agency calls concerns ‘baseless’

NEW DELHI

he top brass of In-
dia’s space esta-
blishment refuted
suggestions that privatisa-
tion in the space sector
threatened the workforce
of the Indian Space Re-

search Organisation
(ISRO).
The role of the ISRO was

“by no means diminish-
ing”, said IN-SPACe chair-
man Pawan Kumar Goenka
on Sunday, responding to a
joint letter from nine ISRO
employee  associations
seeking written clarifica-
tion on whether the go-
vernment intends to transf-
er the agency's
launch-vehicle and satellite
manufacturing to private
firms. “There has been
some misleading narrative
in the media around the fu-
ture role of ISRO. Let me
say it unequivocally: ISRO's
role is by no means dimin-
ishing. It will remain the
bedrock of Indian space
sector.” Dr. Goenka said in
aposton X,

The reforms that began
in 2020, he said, were
aimed at expanding India’s
overall space ecosystem,

with IN-SPACe authorising
non-government participa-
tion and NewSpace India
Limited (NSIL) commercia-
lising mature capabilities.

Industry would increas-
ingly manufacture and
scale mature launch vehi-
cles and satellites, he ad-
ded, while ISRO would
concentrate on advanced
R&D, scientific and strateg-
ic missions, and infrastruc-
ture too complex for priv-
ate developers - including
the Bharatiya Antariksh
Station by 2035 and an In-
dian crewed lunar mission
by 2040. “The direction is
not a smaller ISRO," he
wrote.

Longer clarification

His post was followed by a
longer clarification from
ISRO, calling suggestions of

There has been
misleading
narrative... the direction
is not a smaller ISRO. It is
a larger Indian space
ecosystem, with ISRO
pushing the
technological frontier.

PAWAN KUMAR GOENKA
IN-SPACe chairman

privatisation “completely
baseless and incorrect”
and stating that the agency
would neither be priva-
tised nor have its impor-
tance reduced. Transfer-
ring a mature technology,
it said, did not amount to
withdrawal from that do-
main; the shift was towards
an “ISRO-led national
space ecosystem”, institu-
tionalised through the In-
dian Space Policy 2023,
The agency said India
now has over 450 space
start-ups against a handful
in 2020, and aims to grow
its roughly $8.4-billion
space economy to $44 bil-
lion by 2033. Ownership of
critical national space in-
frastructure, it said, would
remain with the govern-
ment. The letter that
prompted the responses

was dated September 4
and addressed to Dr. V. Na-
rayanan, Secretary, De-
partment of Space and
Chairman, ISRO. Its signa-
tories cited Dr. Goenka's
public remarks on August
21 that ISRO would even-
tually not make or manu-
facture any launch vehi-
cles.

Questions raised
They asked whether that
position represented an
approved Space Commis-
sion decision. They further
asked what would happen
to sanctioned strength and
recruitment over the next
five to 10 years, and wheth-
er the associations would
be consulted before irre-
versible decisions.
Employees of the De-
partment of Space are ex-
empted from the statutory
definition of “industry”
and cannot form trade un-
ions. They instead organise
as service associations re-
cognised under the Central
Civil Services (Recognition
of Service Associations)
Rules, 1993. The letter was
copied to the Confedera-
tion of Central Govern-
ment Employees and
Workers.
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1. What Exactly is Changing? | add ® &=IT 9l 38T 22

Routine and mature space technologies can increasingly be manufactured and commercialised by
industry.

faafad 3tk uRuaa 3idfRar ad-ta! o1 fAAToT 3tk ATaaRiEoT 319 31t AT / I gRI faam 311 Fbmi

ISRO will increasingly concentrate its scientific manpower on advanced R&D, new technologies,
strategic missions, human spaceflight and deep-space exploration.

ISRO 3194 dznfacs FATEMY BT Advanced R&D, 7 deptep!, 0D fA2MAY, A4 3idfier 38 31k Deep-
Space Exploration UR 3if€ics &Bfgd @M - indian Space Res... +

Remember this formula |

Industry - Scale mature technology | URUdd dd-1d BT I8 TR IR 3dTGH
ISRO - Develop the next technology / 3TTail Ul@l @t depATd fawfad w=Am



W 4. What is IN-SPACe? . .

i IN-SPACe TRIT2?

Full Form: Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre.
31 91 Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre.

It is a single-window, independent nodal agency functioning as an autonomous agency under the
Department of Space.
IE Department of Space & 3idifd &rf &3 arwt Single-Window, Independent Nodal 3iR Autonomous

Agency &1

It facilitates and authorises participation of Non-Government Entities in India's space sector.

g MRA & 3tafker &3 ¥ Non-Government Entities &Y writqrRt &t gfaensias g-mar 3ikk 3iftiea war 81

Headquarters - Ahmedabad, Gujarat.
HEATET - AgHQEIG, TSR |

Chairman - Dr. Pawan Kumar Goenka.
m&{ - g?l". mw’ﬂml Indish Space Res

Four keywords

Promote - Enable - Authorise = Supervise

wieaTfad - "aW - 3ftipa - gddegor



@ 5. What is NSIL? | NSIL =11 82

NSIL = NewSpace India Limited.
NSIL = NewSpace India Limited |

It is a Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) under the Department of Space.
IE Department of Space & 3idifd Te Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) &1

Its major role is commercialisation of technologies and platforms created through public investment
in India's space programme.

$Td! WA fA®T VRd & ialkel BrieH # adsifAe [Faer A fGafid aw-le! 3k WewnH &1 amaariteor
BTl 150

/% Exam Trap

IN-SPACe £ Commercial arm
IN-SPACe  Commercial Arm

NSIL - Commercialisation

NSIL - ATgARIBI0T

IN-SPACe - Promotion + Authorisation of NGEs

IN-SPACe - NGEs & WIcdTg + AqAfd



% 6. What Will Private Industry Do?
{55 32T = Bam?

Industry will increasingly scale and manufacture mature launch vehicles, routine satellites and
established space systems.

Iam ulRaaa Launch Vehicles, fAafda Satellites d2im nfda Space Systems &1 @3 TR WR fAnTor 352 adbm|

Private companies can also develop their own technologies, launch satellites and commercialise
space services.

fAsit dufAar st aate fawf@a B3, 3uug vata 327 31k Space Services &1 ATAARAGVT B34 | 3ifeies
Wﬁ‘ﬂmé] R R

& 7. What Will ISRO Focus On?
&

ISRO 314 b &3 ur 3ifties e am?

Frontier R&D / 3cTElfAes srgaen
Next-generation launch systems | 3iTait Uit & warqor a1+

Human spaceflight | BTa 3idafRer 35

Deep-space missions / &2 3idRkal fAeM

Planetary exploration | U&! &7 3907

Strategic national capabilities / F0THIfdas I &HATE

Advanced propulsion, sensors & payloads | 3=7d WU, TR T UAIS indien Space s



Consider the following statements regarding India's space-sector institutional
architecture:

HIRA P 3dRel &7 P FRINTT T P Gay A g w1 R =R Fifem:

1. IN-SPACe facilitates and authorises space activities of Non-Government Entities.

1. IN-SPACe TR-TRPIRI JRIT3H @1 3iafver nfafaferal o Jfawr va srqafa we™
HIAT B

2. NSIL is involved in commercialising mature space technologies and capabilities.

2. NSIL URUe 3idf¥al de=iteh] T aAdTali & ATaarde<or 3 o1 2|

3. Indian Space Policy 2023 envisages ISRO concentrating increasingly on advanced
R&D and national priorities.

3. Indian Space Policy 2023 H ISRO B Advanced R&D aﬁvw@umu&lﬁaﬁw
3P Higd I D ARSI B
4. IN-SPACe and ISRO perform exactly the same institutional functions.

4. IN-SPACe 3fI¥ ISRO T d UM TRINTd HTd A G |
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Why Australia’s music industry banned Al

music in chart listing

Australia’s ARIA has barred wholly Al-generated songs from its charts while allowing music made substantially by humans with Al assistance; the
move has intensified calls for transparent Al labelling and greater accountability from streaming platforms

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
ustralia’s music industry body
~ the Australian Recording
Industry Association (ARIA) -
on August 25 banned songs

wholly made using Al, noting such tracks
will be ineligible for listing on its charts.
The announcement comes after the viral
fame of an Al remix of Madonna's 1989
song ‘Like a Prayer,’ made by Australian
music producer and disc jockey Josh
Fawaz earlier this year. The Al song
enjoyed multiple weeks on the country’s
top 20 chart and ranked second on ARIA’s
top 20 Australian singles chart, per AP. It
also scored over 23 million views on
YouTube.

The use of Al to compose the song was
not clearly disclosed initially, angering
listeners and musicians who want
synthetic music to be transparently
labelled.

Which songs are banned under the
new rules?
The industry body ARIA’s rules do not
ban outright the use of Al in music.
Neither does it have a zero-tolerance
policy for Al in art. Instead, the updated
code notes that a recording developed
with the help of Gen Al is eligible for
listing when it is “substantially human
made” and “raises no stream or chart
manipulation concerns.” This still leaves a
lot of room for artists to create music with
Generative Al tools.

In fact, ARIA CEO Annabelle Herd

To truly exclude Al-generated
music from human creations,

even casual listeners need a
reliable way to differentiate
between the two; for this,

transparent labelling standards
are required across platforms

insisted that the chart listings should
evolve to “keep room for” artists already
using Al tools in their work.

“The ARIA Charts will always remain a
transparent measurement of the music
Australia consumes, but a chart that
rewards unlicensed Al output would
undercut the very basis of the recorded
music we exist to represent,” she said.

What penalties will users and
distributors face?

ARIA has stated that it may reject
ineligible recordings, apart from
excluding them and removing them from
charts whenever needed, adjusting chart
positions, withdrawing accreditations, or
rescinding its awards.

But when considering the global music
industry as a whole, there is not much
punitive action that original music artistes
and producers can take against users
making Al-generated versions of their
songs. The optics of a world-famous
singer suing a small creator over an Al
remix do not favour the true creators.

Instead, musical artistes and the
companies representing them have been
taking Al music generation platforms such

as Suno and Udio to court, accusing them
of using copyrighted works without
permission.

In late August, music publishers
including Sony Music Publishing and
Warner Chappell sued Anthropic, as well
as its co-founders Dario Amodei and
Benjamin Mann, alleging digital piracy
and the data harvesting of copyrighted
works.

Anthropic disagreed with the claims
and intends to defend itself in court,
reported TechCrunch,

Scraping copyrighted content to build
Al is still a grey area. However, the 2025
ruling against Anthropic in the authors’
lawsuit that ended in a landmark $1.5
billion settlement made one thing clear:
that U.S. courts may take a more serious
view of Al companies pirating
copyrighted content for Al development.

Will music platforms be held
accountable for AI?

To truly exclude Al-generated music from
human creations, even casual listeners
need a reliable way to differentiate
between the two at first glance. For this,
transparent labelling standards are

required across streaming platforms such
as Spotify and Apple Music.

Later this month, Spotify users can
expect to see “Al Persona” labels that
identify artists who were entirely created
with AL In addition to this, Spotify will
not include Al Personas in listeners’
editorial or algorithmic
recommendations.

The labels will depend on both
self-disclosure as well as the platform’s
own checking process. Users will also be
able to learn if the artist self-disclosed
their Al status, or if Spotify had to apply
the label.

While this label applies to Al artists, the
platform has features such as Al Credits
and SongDNA in order to understand if
specific tracks were created with AL

But more users are asking for ways to
filter Al-generated or Al-assisted music
entirely. A spike in unlabelled Al song
tracks on platforms such as Instagram
makes it difficult for creators to curate
background music for their videos and
photos. For example, art-based
businesses marketing handmade goods to
buyers can face flak over accidentally
using Al music in their Reels. Taking
down and re-uploading the Reel would
cost them views.

Challenges exist offline as well. Music
lovers and connoisseurs have complained
that Al soundtracks are seeping into more
public spaces, as commercial properties
such as stores and cafés err on the side of
caution by choosing generic Al music over
popular licensed tracks they may need to
pay for.



* Australia’s music industry body, the Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA), has
barred songs made wholly using Artificial Intelligence from eligibility for its official music charts.
IR Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA) AT gtﬂgﬁ
Artificial Intelligence ﬁTSFI'I'ETI'E‘TF-ﬁﬁ 3+ ATIUPBTIR® Music Charts [ q
I

* However, ARIA has NOT imposed a complete ban on using Al in music; substantially human-
made music can still use AI a55|stance

dfd ARIA A Hift gﬁquﬁuﬁaaq‘gﬂm% BT U { HIFG §RTIAY
T H A ﬁmz—ﬁm

#® Exam Trap: “Australia banned Al music” = WRONG.
* Exam Trap: ”GI'IQI%ITITEI Al Music WWHWW” = eld|




English

fewt

ARIA = Australian Recording Industry
Association

ARIA = Australian Recording Industry
Association

It represents Australia's recorded-music
industry.

e &I@%‘Itﬂﬁ Recorded-Music Industry I
yfaffia s 2

It publishes Australia's official music charts.

g w@%m% HTTIBINE Music Charts
UBIRId Bl B

The new Al-related chart rule was
announced on August 25, 2026, according
to the article.

AR & T9T7 Al G&4T Chart Rule 25

3TET 2026 H1 UINd fogr |




* Songs made wholly by Al wjll be ineligible_for ARIA chart listing. -
U1 dRE Al §IRT §ITT 7T I ARIA Charts H g 19G 811 & a4 a1 g1l |

* Songs created substantially by humans with Al assistance_can remain eligible.

RS U § T §RT ST T8 AP Al GETIdT a1 ard T $it off arg gt | &

* ARIA therefore does nat follow a “zero tolerance” Eoli% oward Al.

ARIA BT HIfd Al % L'Iﬁf “Zero Tolerance” |

. @ Remember

* Al as Assistant - Allowed |V
Al as Creator - Chart ineligible X

. AITETS & U H » Word
Algwmwggﬁecmr: fore sraa X




 What Does “Substantially Human-Made” Mean?

* ARIA says a recording developed with generative Al assistance can qualify when it is

“substantially human made”.
ARIA P Generative Al B TETIdT A T-ITIT AT Recording I9 1Y gl bl § od

98 ‘&I %9 4 a4 [Afda g1
* It should also not raise concerns regarding streaming manjpulation or chart manipulation.
a1y 'e?raw?r Streaming YT Chart Manipulation q . ﬁI?ITQ Hﬁ'@:ﬂiﬂ%ﬁrl

* This leaves room for artists to use Al as a creative tool, rather than allowing charts to be
dominated by automatically generated output. N A A

eI P Aln IR Al o Creative 'I;ool ﬁ dRg AHIT PR Hpd %, ¢l Charts ﬁAutomatically
Generated Content T - I b T ST Jehd g |




) 4. What Triggered the Debate? | faareg &3 [T E3AT?

According to the article, an Al remix of Madonna's 1989 song “Like a Prayer” became viral in Australia.
FHRR &b AR Madonna & 1989 & T “Like a Prayer” & Al Remix & dRERd g1 & d1q fdarg ds1 g3

The Al track was made by Australian producer/DJ Josh Favez and reportedly spent multiple weeks in
Australia’s Top 20.
Australian Producer/DJ Josh Favez gRT d-T=IT 7T Al Track &g ddIg d& Australia Top 20 ® 3&TI

The article reports that it reached No. 2 on ARIA's Top 20 Australian Singles Chart and received more
than 23 million YouTube views.

IHMER & 31TAR I€ ARIA Top 20 Australian Singles Chart & No. 2 @@ Ugdr 3iR YouTube @R 23 million &
31feid views YT fbT|

Core controversy
Its use of Al in composing the track was initially not clearly disclosed.

Track g1 & Al & STAATA BT YRH A T AT A&l fbaT =T 27|

This triggered demands for transparent labelling of synthetic/Al-generated music.
ST 91 Al-Generated/Synthetic Music &1 Tse Labelling @1 |1 9|



Issue

Copyright

Consent

Attribution

Royalty

Transparency

Chart fairness

Voice cloning

Human creativity

English

Al may be trained on copyrighted
songs

Artists' works/styles may be used
without permission

Who should receive credit?
Who receives payment?

Listeners may not know music is Al-
generated

Al can potentially generate huge
volumes of music

Artist-like voices can potentially be
synthetically reproduced

Concern about
displacement/devaluation of
creators

fewat

Al Bl Copyrighted Songs UX giRifera
SIEEEIE

HATHRI B DI/ BT T
3ITAfT SUTNT Bl v §

9 Ty o g u?
Royalty g et

IdT31l DI Udl el Icld] fob JIid Al
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Consider the following statements regarding Generative Al and the recent ARIA
decision:

Generative Al 3R ARIA & gTferar fAola & dey ® Fafafad sy R faaR
1. ARIA has made wholly Al-generated songs ineligible for its charts.

1. ARIA F Tﬂﬁt Al-Generated Songs &I 3[UH Charts & f%l"'{ 3Y 91T % I
2. The rules completely prohibit musicians from using Al tools.

2. FFro| TP RI &1 Al Tools SXAHTA HIH | Y d¥e U fa I g |
3. Generative Al can generate audio as well as text and images.

3. Generative Al Text 3N Images & ATY Audio H ITUT B THdl % I

4. Al-generated music raises issues concerning copyright, attribution and
transparency.

4. AI-G%nerated Music Copyright, Attribution \’rﬁ'\" Transparency o Heftda vy
Joldigl
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Bhutan leads Southeast Asia region in eliminating rabies
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Bhutan leads Southeast Asia region in eliminating rabies

Ramya Kannan
CHENNALI

Bhutan has become the
first country in the World
Health Organization’s
Southeast Asia region to
eliminate dog-transmitted
rabies as a public health
problem. The WHO, on Sa-
turday, validated Bhutan’s
achievement. The moun-
tain kingdom’s last rabies
death was in June 2023.
Rabies is a viral disease
that is almost always fatal if
clinical symptoms appear.
It is estimated that rabies
still claims the lives of ap-
proximately 59,000 peo-
ple each year, with a third
of these fatalities occurring
in India, where it remains a

huge problem with local
bodies failing at animal
birth control and vaccina-
tion programmes.

The disease is endemic
throughout the country ex-
cept for the Andaman and
Nicobar and Lakshadweep
Islands, and cases are re-
ported from all over the
country, the year round.
About 96% of the mortality
and morbidity is associat-
ed with dog bites.

Target for 2030

The National Rabies Con-
trol Programme aims to re-
duce mortality from rabies
among human beings and
progressively achieve the
target of bringing rabies
deaths to zero by 2030.

rr-1L ¥
Rabies is almost always fatal if
clinical symptoms appear.

In a message shared on
the WHO website, its Direc-
tor-General, Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus, con-
gratulated Bhutan “which
is another step towards our
goal to end human deaths
from dog-transmitted ra-
bies by 2030”.

He further noted the in-
terventions that made the

success possible: “Bhu-
tan’s success shows that
the health of humans, ani-
mals and the environment
we share is inextricably
linked. By uniting health
workers,  veterinarians,
and communities, Bhutan
has shown that the fight
against rabies is won not in
silos, but through solidari-
ty across all sectors.”

Two-pronged strategy

WHO validation recognises
that a country has eliminat-
ed dog-transmitted human
rabies and consequently
through the absence of hu-
man deaths from the dis-
ease for at least two years,
while demonstrating the
capacity to prevent trans-
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mission from re-emerging.
Rabies deaths are pre-
ventable. A two-pronged
strategy is advocated glo-
bally — vaccinating dogs to
curb the disease at source,
and using post-exposure
prophylaxis (PEP) after a
bite. PEP consists of tho-
roughly washing the bite
area with water and soap,
administering a full course
of human rabies vaccine,
and whenever necessary,
rabies immunoglobulins.
Nilesh Buddha, Officer-
in-Charge, WHO South-
East Asia Region, compli-
mented the country: “The
dedication of health work-
ers, veterinary profession-
als and De-suung volun-
teers known as ‘Guardians

of Peace’ helped take dog
vaccination, population
management and com-
munity awareness to every
part of the country.”

A strong collaboration
was initiated between the
Ministries of Health and
the Agriculture and Lives-
tock, together with partn-
ers, local governments and
communities, united
through a One Health ap-
proach, Bhutan’s Health
Ministry  sources ex-
plained. Continued access
to PEP, mass dog vaccina-
tion, dog population man-
agement, community en-

gagement and
strengthened surveillance
marked the country’s
programme.
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RABIES: THE FACTS (@) S ezt

VIRUS TRANSMISSION FATALITIES
Rabies affects
Sallva of of human cases poor rural communities
lnfected 99 % are caused by mostly in Asia and Africa e
animals \\ dog bites - (oareng fabies
The virus attacks the braln i
Rabiesis fatal
once symptoms appear
==
About
TREATMENT One death
Thorough washing of the wound every
with soap, and, vaccine
injections can avoid symptoms (4)
and save lives. ﬂ'ho t/0
Seek immediate medical g,e cf,iYéc,e',T .
care if bitten. younger than 15
HOW TO PREVENT RABIES VACCINATING DOGS SAVES
TRANSMISSION FROM DOGS? HUMAN LIVES
Learn dog body Rabies is 100% preventable

@ i o0 @ m Vaccinating 70%
Raise public H %) of dogs breaks rabies
awareness ” H l’ d transmission cycle

N 1 i in an area at risk

H I” Every dog owner
NO DOG BITE = NO RABIES

is concerned

28 September e World Rabies Day e #rabies




Rabies ends here @

Rabies is 100% preventa bh. |




English e

Country — Bhutan % — YT+

Disease — Rabies dHRT — YA

Achievement — Elimination of dog-transmitted It — ﬁ’fﬁ ﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ # e qrat Ydtel B
human rabies as a public-health problem Public Health Problem & U H JHTW BT
Validated by — WHO HYdl — WHO

Regional achievement — First in WHO South- =) S - WHO 2f2 11?:‘ R Ea'q"l?f

East Asia Region

Last dog-mediated human rabies death — June
2023

Major approach — One Health UHY %@W — One Health

Global target — Zero human deaths from dog- a%ﬁ&q — 2030 dd Dog-mediated Rabies 3
mediated rabies by 2030 HIAd g [

3ifcd Dog-mediated Human Rabies g — S 2023



* Dogs are responsible for up to 99% of human rables transm|55|ons lobally.
fay TR IR ATa YIS FHHUT & AT 99% HTHAT él'lﬁm%l

* WHOQ estimates rabies causes around 59,000 human deaths nnually worldwide.
WHO & 39 fay ¥ ¥aler | ufdad e’14T 59,000 AT gl

* Around 95% of estimated human rabies cases occur in Africa and Asia.
AT YatoT ATHAT § ST 95% SBTHT 3R TRATH &id &

’ @ Numbers to Remember

* 99% -> Dogs / ﬁ
59,000 - Global annual deaths / erﬁa
3MPIPT + TIRMAT

95% -> Africa + Asia /



* WHO recommends immediate and thorough
washing of the wound with sgap and water.
WHO

Wﬁwﬂ@r %ﬁﬁaﬁwﬁél

* The exposed person should receive
appropriate Post- Exposure Prop %Iams (PEP).

T HUI B SATRHT ardd 3fdd Post-
Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) ﬁ'CIT EIT%EI

* PEP includes wound care, a course of rabies

vaccine and, when indicated, Rabies

Immunoglobulin (RIG).

PEP H Wound Care, Rabies Vaccine T Course
STAIYh dl U Rabies Immunoglobulin

(RIG) TMTHA BIAT & |

* Remember

e Bite - Wash = Vaccine - RIG when indicated
PHTeAT - °Td YT - Vaccine - TaGHdI TR
RIG




ONE HEALTH

Human health and animal health are interdependent.
At the same time, both depend on the environment.

ONE HEALTH

ANIMAL
HEALTH




Elimination Eradication

Disease/transmission reduced to Worldwide permanent reduction to
defined target in a geographical area  zero

Routine control interventions generally
Continued measures usually required no longer required once globally
eradicated

Geographic/regional concept Global concept

Bhutan rabies achievement -
Elimination as a public-health Smallpox = classic eradication example
problem



Consider the following statements about Rabies: /ﬁﬁ & Yoy § Fyfafad sy«
faaR @ifore:

1. It is a zoonotic viral disease.

1. Yg Udh Zoonotic Viral Disease % I

2. Once clinical symptoms appear, it is virtually 100% fatal.

2. Clinical Symptoms A& dTq 9g ITHIT 100% YUTddh %I

3. Bhutan is the first country in WHO's South-East Asia Region validated for eliminating dog-
transmitted human rabies as a public-health problem.

3. YcTH WHO & South-East Asia Region A Dog-Transmitted Human Rabies &I Public Health
Problem & &0 U JHTW X TAT UgAT HIICT YT SR 3 |

4. Post-Exposure Prophylaxis is ineffective after an animal bite.

4. Animal Bite & dTI¢ Post-Exposure Prophylaxis UHTAT Hﬁﬁ?ﬂ I
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Word of the day

Shibboleth:

a favourite saying of a group, organisation, or
individual

Synonyms: slogan, motto, idiom, tagline

Usage: The phrase became a shibboleth
among university students.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/shibboleth

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /bales/

s
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