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Cabinet

gives nod to

make insult to Vande
Mataram an offence

The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 will have to be

amended to bring the move into effect and add clauses on punishment

NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet
T on Tuesday gave

the go-ahead to
amend the Prevention of
Insults to National Honour
Act, 1971 to make any insult
or obstruction to the sing-
ing of National Song Vande
Mataram a punishable of-
fence, a government
source told The Hindu.

At present, insults to the
National Anthem Jana Ga-
na Mana, the National Flag
and the Constitution is
mentioned in the 1971 Act
and is punishable by impri-
sonment of up to three
years or a fine or both.

The Cabinet decision
comes a day after the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) se-
cured a landslide victory in
West Bengal winning 207
out of 293 contested As-
sembly seats and was all set
to form the government for
the first time in the State.

Vande Mataram, the sal-
utation of India imagined
as amother, was written by
Bankim Chandra Chatto-
padhyay and published
with his novel Anandamath
in the early 1880s.

In 1937, leaders of the
Congress, which was lead-
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On February 6, the Union Home Ministry darec(ed the States to play
Vande Mataram at all official events, FLE PrOTO

ing the national move-
ment, decided to use the
first two stanzas at its gath-
erings, and the Constitu-
tion of the modern Repu-
blic of India accorded it the
status of the National Song.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has accused the
Congress of truncating the
song to appease the Mus-
lim League during the Brit-
ish rule.

Set of instructions

On February 6, the Union
Home Ministry, in a set of
instructions to States and
government bodies, said
that all the six stanzas of
Vande Mataram, that

comes to a little over three
minutes long, should be
sung or played at official
events, It said that the Na-
tional Song should be given
precedence before the Na-
tional Anthem, written and
composed by Rabindra-
nath Tagore, when both
the songs are played at an
event,

The Ministry guidelines
on Vande Mataram are ad-
visory in nature and did
not have a statutory
backing.

The Cabinet’s decision
to amend the 1971 Act
would make any insult to
the national song a punish-
able offence.



Why in News + Simple Meaning / AT | R + A HTYT

»] Why in News/ﬁfﬁﬂzﬁ

e Union Cabinet approved amendment to Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971
FE1 TFTST 7 AP T 3 STHI B IBTH S35, 1971 T G=Ie/T B H T &1

e Any insult/obstruction to singing of National Song Vande Mataram to become punishable
IR T G HIGH @ T H ST¢T STerTl @ 14 SURTE §HT

e Decision comes after BJP's landslide victory in West Bengal (207/293 seats)
HTSTGT BT GIEF e § et i (207/293 TS & §1q T8 1791 31T

e Home Ministry already directed all states to play Vande Mataram at official events (Feb 6)
& TATT 76 BNaY] &1 ] T 31 HABING Bridsha] 4 da HIaRy Foil= &1 147 1ear 47

»| Simple Meaning / dXd HI9T |
e Vande Mataram = National Song (NOT National Anthem). Jana Gana Mana = National Anthem.
de HIRH = IIPIG 7 (TP T | 57 T 5T = P/

e Currently only insults to National Anthem, Flag & Constitution are covered under the 1971 Act

JAHIT 81971 SHYFGH 5 T AP, 318 SR GIAET 3 S/THI B JHT 1597 791 &




Article 1 — Key Facts & Historical Background / ] d aﬁ'\rtﬁmmqgﬂ{&r

) Historical Background /%ﬁ%ﬁﬁqg@

e Written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay; published with novel 'Anandamath’ (e
FibT Fg SIT1edr GINT [ ST~ SI7GHS & TTe F1880 & =1 H YabTIRId

e First two stanzas adopted as National Song %Congress led national movement (1

1937 H B9 & g § ggel &1 Ual &1 Ip7g 7d & & H S{g=ra7 7197

e Constitution of modern India accorded it status of National Song
STE[AF YT & GIae 7 38 TP 7 &7 Zil 134T

e Composed by Rabindranath Tagore (music); written as salutation of India as mothe
ST ST GRT Gdag; HRd Il H1 da-T & & 7 [orar 747

) About the 1971 Act / 1971 fUFFTIH & IR A

e Prevention of Insults to Natlonal Honour Act, 1971 — punishment: |mpr|sonment
BT G & SUHIT B B AT, 1971 — GF 3 T T BRI 1 JHI T &1
e Currently covers: National Anthem, National Flag, Constitution
AT B ST TP, B 7] T

e After amendment: Will also include National Song (Vande Mataram)

T & §ie: YT 7 (3 JIaeR) H 2mEe g




Article 1 — Multi-Subject Connections / El'g'ﬁ'q'q Y

»] Polity / RTSTTdRT
e Article 51A(a) — Fundamental Duty to abide by Constitution and respect National Flag & National Anthem
51A(a) — Hlfcidp B FIAYIT BT UIerT 7], P €767 SR TP BT G B

e Part IV-A (42nd Amendment 1976) added Fundamental Duties to Constitution
YITIV-A (42 3T TNET 1976) 7 FI3enT 7 Hifcid Bday o

») History / SfdgT™

e Anandamath (1882) — novel set in context of Sannyasi Rebellion against British; contains patriotic songs
S7GH3 (1882) — IFICKT [aN1e] G=d] [3g18 ] B LT U3 G-I GRTHiak T <mae
e Rabindranath Tagore — Nobel Prize Literature 1913; also composed National Anthem 'Jana Gana Mana'

g1 I — 1913 H Gl F1Gct IPT &7 T F7 5] 7aT
»| GS-2 Governance / T

e Amendment will require Parliamentary approval — legislative process angle
TR & [0 FIGIT S(FHIGT 31aege — [TE74] Fieb a1 T T8

e Home Ministry advisory guidelines vs statutory backing — difference between advisory and law
& HATT & TATGBIY 121‘7777%7%7 FATH FE[1F YT — TAGHR 3N BITT H S

») static GK / RUfd® I IH

e National Symbols: Anthem = Jana Gana Mana | Song = Vande Mataram | Animal = Tiger | Bird = Peacock | Flower =
Lotus | Tree = Banyan | Fruit = Mango | Sport = Hockey (unofficial) 5
I Glics: =G 70T 77 | = dQ TR | T | GEf=-HR | PorBH | Ge-aTa | Bor31H | QeI (SH1Ta1R%P)




MCQ — Vande Mataram /EI%'FI'I?RT[

Consider the following statements about Vande Mataram: / d¢ HIAYH & IR ¥ fFafafad 3 W faar &9

1. Vande Mataram was written by Rabindranath Tagore and published with his novel 'Anandamath’.
2. The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 currently covers insults to the National Flag, National Anthem and the Constitution.
3. The National Song should be given precedence before the National Anthem when both are played at an event.

4. Vande Mataram consists of only two stanzas as adopted by the Constitution of India.

Options: /ﬁwcr:
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 4 only

Explanation: Stmt 1 — WRONG: Written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, not Tagore (Tagore composed the music). Stmt 2 — CORRECT. Stmt 3 — WRONG: National
Anthem takes precedence. Stmt 4 — WRONG: Full song has 6 stanzas; first two used as National Song.



1. Written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay,
published in Anandamath (1882)

§ibT g5 FIT1edr GINT [l @], S-7aH5 (1882) T HbIRId
2. National Song # National Anthem (Jana Gana
Mana)

BT T = P (G T 74
3. Full song: 6 stanzas, ~¥3 min duration

oRT ik 6 Ug, ~3 [4¢ 3fare
4. 1971 Act: Insults to Flag, Anthem, Constitution

punishable (up to 3 yrs)
1971 STGH: &35 T AT F STHT G T (3 T 7o)

5. Proposed amendment: Add Vande Mataram to

1971 Act
TeTTaT GINET 1971 797 F 33 TIRH g7

1. Art. 51A(a) — Fundamental Duty to respect

National Anthem and Flag
TG 51A(a) — TP SR €757 BT T HHcide By

2. Rabindranath Tagore composed the melody of
Vande Mataram

GGTY TN 7 a7 HIGRH &1 47§18
3. BJP won 207/293 West Bengal seats triggering
this Cabinet decision

YTSTGT 7207/293 TIET T Hic il — 57 dia-c 70T T
T

4. Home Ministry guidelines (advisory) #
statutory/legal mandate

& TATTT [ %T (TATEP) = JE—F/ BT ST
5. Fundamental Duties added by 42nd

Amendment (1976)
Hifcres B 423 TeNe(1976) GNT TS TT



Raghav Das Gaiha wins
Malcolm Adiseshiah Award

Raghav Das Gaiha, a visiting scholar at PARC,
University of Pennsylvania, U.S., has been named
the recipient of the Malcolm Adiseshiah Award,
2026. Profesoor Gaiha is a former Professor of
Public Policy in the Faculty of Management
Studies, University of Delhi. Additionally, Kanika
Mahajan, Associate Professor of Economics at
Ashoka University, Sonepat, has been selected
for the Elizabeth Adiseshiah Award, 2026.
Presented by the Malcolm and Elizabeth
Adiseshiah Trust, the awards recognise social
scientists for their outstanding contributions to
development studies. Both honours will be
presented at an event to be held in Chennai.




Article 2 — Key Facts & Background / 3T dq aﬁ?t{m{&r

(») What Happened / HT g3l

e Raghav Das Gaiha — Visiting Scholar, PARC, University of Pennsylvanla — awarded Malcolm Adiseshiah Award 2026
T G 16T — PARC, A DRI BRI et — Beeal SfRERTE JRehR 2026 & T

e Former Professor of Public Policy, Faculty of Management Studies, University of Delhi
[T IIEIIETT 3 Taes SeqaT GBI 7 T id & qd arearges

e Kanika Mahajan — Associate Professor of Economics, Ashoka University, Sonepat — selected for Elizabeth Adiseshiah Award 2026

PBI1BT TETTT — NPT [AYITETT, TIH19d F Srf2IRd &1 TFITC FIHIR — Tleraay Heaide qeebR 2026 & 178 g1 78
(®) About the Award / [REPR & IR |

J Presented by: Malcolm and Elizabeth Adiseshiah Trust
TRTaTl: HedbH 3R Ularonay siiaaRe o

J Purpose Recognise social SC|ent|sts for outstandmg contrlbutlons to development studies
o’&'-((-/ /dd9/€7’ WW#U’(Q‘?&’ ~’-////Q‘/'7’ 99_7%176’#//07’ CI’Q‘///’?’Q‘?/ 57—}%/#///'1(7’ @/

e Ceremony venue: Chennai
&/ T

(») About Malcolm Adiseshiah / Aepd AN P IR &

e Eminent Indian economist, educationist, and development thinker (1910-1994)
T YR AT SRR} eGSR 3T [ (1910-1994)

e Former Deputy Director-General, UNESCO; VP, International Institute for Educational Planning (lIEP)
UNESCO & T 37 TETRaRIF; S/avTie] SNaras a1 Sl (IIEp) & STedsr

e Known as 'Mr. Literacy' — championed adult literacy and functional literacy in India
S TIERTT F TIH G TG — YRT H GG FIERTT 3N BITIEE FIENTT & TTF

e Madras Christian College — alma mater; member of Planning Commission, India

TGT 15187 Bictor — 7] RIET G&IT YR JISTT 3TN & G T




MCQ — Malcolm Adiseshiah Award

Which of the following statements about the Malcolm Adiseshiah Award is/are correct?

1. It is awarded by the Malcolm and Elizabeth Adiseshiah Trust for contributions to development studies.
2. Malcolm Adiseshiah was a former Director-General of UNESCO.
3. The 2026 award was presented in New Delhi.

4. Kanika Mahajan received the Elizabeth Adiseshiah Award 2026.

Options: /ﬁw:
(a) 1 and 4 only
(b) 1,2 and 4 only
(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,3 and 4 only

Explanation: Stmt 1 — CORRECT. Stmt 2 — WRONG: He was Deputy Director-General (not DG) of UNESCO. Stmt 3 — WRONG: Ceremony in Chennai. Stmt 4 —
CORRECT.



4 Quick Revision — Malcolm Adiseshiah Award 2026

1. Malcolm Adiseshiah Award — by Malcolm &

Elizabeth Adiseshiah Trust
HedbH TGI8 OBk — Hodpd 3R Tleroiiay e aiRiae

e gI¥T
2. For: Outstanding contributions to development
studies

&7 [P 397 4 Ip® TIIGT
3. 2026 Winner: Raghav Das Gaiha (Univ. of
Pennsylvania)

2026 1JOIGTE 79T G TET( AT S GT1cal-=14)

4. 2026 Elizabeth Award: Kanika Mahajan

(Ashoka University, Sonepat)
2026 TICToTIaY QUvabTR: bi-1bT HeTor (S/RTbT [agiagery

5. Ceremony venue: Chennai

THRIE: d75

1. Malcolm Adiseshiah (1910-1994) — economist,
educationist

HedbH TGI8 (1910-1994) — SYTITEA] 197&mag
2. Called 'Mr. Literacy' — championed adult

literacy
'8} TIERT — LG TIENTT & THE

3. Adiseshiah: Deputy DG UNESCO; member
Planning Commission India

3N TRRIE: UNESCO TT HETIa<Id; HINAT JIor-T AT Ga=T

4. Gaiha: Former Prof, Faculty of Management

Studies, Delhi Univ.
16T Qd QT Tae Seqa GBI, facet IagIaenad

5. lIEP = International Institute for Educational

Planning (UNESCO)
IEP = D& FIoTT GRITT (UNESCO)



30 banks integrated with UDGAM
portal to help legal heirs trace funds

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) told the Supreme
Court on Tuesday that 30
banks have been integrat-
ed into its centralised web
portal, UDGAM (Un-
claimed Deposits - Gate-
way to Access InforMa-
tion), to enable legal heirs
to trace funds belonging to
deceased account holders.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Justice Vikram
Nath was hearing a public
interest litigation (PIL) pe-
tition filed by journalist Su-
cheta Dalal, contending
that funds lying in dormant
or inoperative accounts
were increasingly being
transferred to government-
managed pools.

The petitioner sought
directions for the creation
of a centralised platform to

provide information on fi-
nancial assets held by de-
ceased persons.

Senior advocate Ranjit
Kumar, appearing for the
RBI, submitted that the
UDGAM portal had already
been operationalised to ad-
dress the petitioner’s con-
cerns. “The UDGAM portal
is an interactive platform.
There are around 20 lakh
registered users who have
carried out around 44 lakh
searches on the portal as of
April 1,” he said.

Mr. Kumar added that
the 30 banks integrated in-
to the portal account for
nearly 90% of the funds
held in the Depositors’
Education and Awareness
Fund (DEAF), a corpus set
up by the RBI in 2014 to
house unclaimed deposits
from commercial and co-
operative banks.

The RBI clarified that

30 banks integrated into the
portal account for nearly 90%
of the funds held in DEAF.

the UDGAM portal that en-
ables individuals to look up
unclaimed deposits and ac-
counts, but does not func-
tion as a claims settlement
mechanism. “The object of
the portal is to facilitate the
identification and tracing
of unclaimed deposits, so
that the concerned deposi-
tor or claimant may ap-
proach the respective bank
for settlement of the claim

in accordance with the ap-
plicable procedure,” it
said.

Challenges for heirs
Advocate Prashant Bhush-
an, appearing for the peti-
tioner pointed out that de-
posits held in post offices,
provident funds, and insu-
rance schemes had not yet
been integrated into the
portal, thereby posing
challenges for legal heirs
seeking to claim such
assets.

Taking note of the sub-
missions, the Bench grant-
ed one week to the Centre
and the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SE-
BI) to place on record the
relevant circulars and out-
line the steps taken to ena-
ble the return of un-
claimed funds of deceased
persons held with banks
and financial institutions.



Article 3 — Key Facts / T d

») What is UDGAM? / UDGAM TIT 8?
* UDGAM = Unclaimed Deposits — Gateway to Access InforMation
UDGAM = SfTFIRE 18TIoicd - 71eq & Ui 31597

e RBI's centralised web portal to help Ie;gal heirs trace funds of deceased account holders

RBI BT FZ1pd 3T GicT — Hd TIATEIRE] & FTARIEBING] B &7 Gior7 7 Haq B &

J I.nt\err\activﬂe plgtform with ~20 Iak‘hnregistere1d users; ~44 Iakh searche{:‘s done (as of April 1)
gcvIFcq Leicth[H — c?TH720 ¢cild Goligd SUHIR ] ~44 ¢T1d &G o 5’?3@9/ ?’(1 \37’1357'(_7’5’5)
* 30 banks cover ~90% of funds held in DEAF (Depositors' Education and Awareness Fund)

30 §FB DEAF T THT TTTHIT90% ¢RI Bl HGT HNT &

»| DEAF Fund / DEAF 'S
e DEAF = Depositors' Education and Awareness Fund — set up by RBIl in 2014
DEAF = GTHI& 1 RTET 3R TRl &1 — 2014 FRBI §RT &/1OT
e Houses unclaimed deposits from commercial & cooperative banks
FINE I Teb1e] 31 &7 3/3T1d] TaRIRIg I8] ¢%&] il &
e UDGAM only identifies deposits — it does NOT settle claims (claimant must go to respective bank)
UDGAM T GTH] &1 U8 aTT HIdT 6 — GTa] BT 9T 761 BNl (FTaqIN &1 3% o7 8177)

»]| Supreme Court Case / Tdi<d graTay JTHdT

e PIL by journalist Sucheta Dalal — funds in dormant accounts transferred to government-managed pools
GBI G AT PIPIL — [9155 &Il &1 ¢-RIE GYbR] o7 T RITIaRd &1 367 4T

e 3-judge Bench: Justice Vikram Nath — gave 1 week to Centre & SEBI to outline steps

3 R P T16: =~ [ H T — $% SN SEBI F11 TGI8 B] HIgd

e Challenge: Post offices, provident funds, insurance schemes NOT yet integrated into portal

gl SIPTR, YIaw (3] §IE1 g1y 54l giec & 761 ge1 6




— Multi-Subject & Exam Angles / El'g'ﬁ'q'q aﬁwﬁ&naﬁw

»] Economy / dgaTUT

e Unclaimed deposits = financial dormancy; India has 42,000+ crore in DEAF (approx.)

SGTd] TH = [T [BgT} YIRd HDEAF T SfFHId: 342,000+ BV
e SEBI = Securities and Exchange Board of India — Regulator for Capital Markets
SEBI = HINAF FITYIT 3R 131757 §1 — Gof? FToare 7975

»| Polity / XTSTUdRYT
J Pulro\lic In:c\erest Litigation (PIL) — Article 32 (SC) / Article 226 (HC) — right to approach courts
oTed FNEPI (PIL) — TG 32 (SC) / ST 226 (HC) — ~FIFITT i BT

») Banking Regulators / afT fFaTae®

e RBI Act 1934 — RBI is the central banklng institution of India (HQ: Mumbai)
RBI SIIAT7TH 1934 — RBI YIRT BT FZ1T 3% (GIITT: §T3)
e Dormant/Inoperative Account: No transactlon for 2 years (savings) / 1 year (current)

(1B (13T @I 2 39 (F9q) / 1 TY( 1) TF B1g d4a+ 761
») Key Distinctions / J%T 3[R

e Dormant - DEAF after 10 years of inactivity; orlglnal depositor/heir can still cIalm anytime

10 T ][I T & §1G DEAF T Il & T STHIG ) FTRTBIN] &4 41 197 % T &
e Advocate Prashant Bhushan raised concern — post office + PF + insurance not covered yet

TG TR YT 7 [T 3678 — STHEN+ PF + FIHT 374 7 ST T8

»] Static GK — Key RBI Bodies / %WW

. Governor of RBI: Sanjay Malhotra (2024—) | HQ: Mumbai | Founded: 1935 | Nationalised: 1949
RBI TTG%: G5 HegIH] (2024-) | HEITTT Hag | RITGTFE 1935 | UFITHITF 1949




MCQ — UDGAM Portal / UDGAM TIddl

With reference to UDGAM portal, consider the following statements:

1. UDGAM portal was launched by SEBI to help legal heirs trace unclaimed deposits.
2. The Depositors' Education and Awareness Fund (DEAF) was set up by RBI in 2014.
3. UDGAM portal also functions as a claims settlement mechanism.

4. 30 banks integrated in the portal account for approximately 90% of funds held in DEAF.

Options: /ﬁw:
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c)1,2and 4 only

(d) 2,3 and 4 only

Explanation: Stmt 1 — WRONG: Launched by RBI, not SEBI. Stmt 2 — CORRECT. Stmt 3 — WRONG: It is an identification tool, not a claims settlement mechanism. Stmt
4 — CORRECT.



4 Quick Revision — UDGAM Portal / UDGAM TIddl

1. UDGAM = Unclaimed Deposits Gateway to
Access InforMation 5

UDGAM = 3(T1%8 [8Tloicd — 7124 & Uiy 3BT
2. Launched by: RBI | Purpose: Trace deceased
person'’s bank funds

TI<F RBI | F59F T kT B1 Jb RT3 BT Tl TIT7]

3. 30 banks integrated = 90% of DEAF funds

covered
3. a
30 §% Uabigocl = DEAF [T/ BHT190% @GV

4. DEAF: RBI set up in 2014 for unclaimed
deposits

DEAF: RBI 72014 H 3/qTd] 5THT & [o7T &9 1597

5. UDGAM = search tool only; NOT settlement

mechanism
UDGAM = & &GIof SUPRUL [79eT7 77 767

1. ~20 lakh users; ~44 lakh searches by April

2026
~20 CTRT FUGITHTL 372026 TP ~44 TG @lor

2. Dormant account - DEAF after 10 years
of inactivity

g Grar- 10 a8 G1g DEAF &

3. Challenge: PF, post office, insurance NOT

yet integrated
gidl PE, STBEN, S147 341 Tpigpd 761

4. PIL by Sucheta Dalal; Bench: Justice

Vikram Nath
g Gl BipIL; B3: =Tagfd 1 714

5. RBI Governor: Sanjay Malhotra | HQ:

Mumbal | Est: 1935
RBI TG o TegaT | YT Gag | QTT-F 1935
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Perilous present, cleaner future

Chart 2: The fall in India’s crude oil imports in March Chart 3: The makeup of

India’s energy sources
s Y _ ' - Total petroleum imports (thousand MT)
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Data for the charts were sourced from Ember (2026),
o L4 o N Energy Institute- Statistical Review of World Energy
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Towards sustainability: Solar panels being placed at the CNNC Tianwan Data.; F.’etmle.u m Planning and AnalYSi.s Cell; Ener.gy.
tidal flat photovoltaic power plant in Lianyungang, in China’s eastern Jiangsu Statistics India 2025 report by the Ministry of Statistics m Coal mmmm Crude oil
province, on April 19. and Planning Implementation

p Natural gas 7 Renewables

Chart 1: The shift towards renewables for global electricity generation, with an uptick
in solar and wind energy (Figures in %)
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Renewable energy is meeting all incremental demand 32.96
301 for the first time without nceding any additional fossil
fuel generation
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l DATA POINT

Areena Arora

n 2025, global electricity gen-

eration increased by roughly

850 terawatt-hours (T'Wh), ac-
cording to data from the Ember
Energy Institute. This increase was
supplied almost entirely by solar
and wind energy, contributing 636
TWh and 204 TWh respectively.
Other renewables added another
23 TWh. Coal generation and oil
meanwhile fell by 67 TWh and 12
TWh respectively. This is the first
year in which expanded electricity
demand did not require an in-
crease in fossil fuels.

Over the past decade, the cost
of solar and wind energy has
dropped steeply, and battery stor-
age and grid integration capacities
have improved drastically, sup-
porting an uptick in reliance on re-
newable energy sources. In 2025,
coal’s share of global electricity
production fell by just over 1% and
solar energy increased by nearly
2%, The dependence on oil also
went down.

Major superpowers are embrac-
ing the change. China, for in-
stance, saw its fossil fuel genera-
tion fall for the first time since
2015, The country saw a strong 5%
growth in electricity demand and
a 15% growth in clean energy gen-
eration, met largely by solar and
wind energy. Solar energy in China
grew by 40% compared to 2024
and wind energy increased by 14%.
Solar energy alone met two-thirds
of the increase in the country's
electricity demand in 2025, ac-
cording to a report by Ember
Energy.

Fossil fuel demand fell in India
as well. Together, the fall in de-
mand in India and China has
pushed global fossil fuel genera-
tion to stagnation, according to the
report. Fossil fuel generation fell in
both India (down 3.3%) and China
(down 0.9%), driven by clean pow-
er usage and demand growth.

How is this different from the

SAL LN

earlier years? For two decades,
even as renewable electricity ca-
pacity grew at double-digit rates,
fossil fuel generation remained re-
levant and kept climbing because
absolute electricity demand was
rising faster than what renewables
could cover. The rising consump-
tion relied on coal and gas-fuelled
energy. Even as renewable energy
gained market share, it could not
displace fossil fuels in absolute
terms. However, that pattern re-
versed in 2025.

Globally, coal's share in electric-
ity production declined from 36%
in 2015 to 33% in 2024 (Chart 1).
Coal generation fell in absolute
terms for the first time last year, as
renewables outpaced demand
growth. Natural gas also saw a
modest 45 TWh increase, entirely
offset by renewable gains.

The effect of war

India’s crude oil imports fell by
17% year-over-year in March 2026
to 18.9 million tonnes, compared
with 22.8 million tonnes in March
2025 (Chart 2), The dedline comes
amid the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz starting March 1 due to
the U.S-Israel conflict with Iran.
This narrow handles a
significant share of global oil and
gas shipments, India imports 89%
of its crude oil from mostly Qatar,
the UAE and Saudi Arabia. The In-
dian basket crude (simplify) price
averaged $11349 per barrel in
March 2026, compared with
$72.47 in March 2025, a 56% in-
CTeAse year-over-year.

India’s primary energy supply
consists of coal, followed by oil,
natural gas and then renewables
(Chart 3).

India’s natural gas consumption
rose in March 2026 despite supply
disruptions. Natural gas available
for consumption went up by 7%
from March 2025. This increase
came despite a 4.9% decline in
domestic production, The gap was
filled by LNG imports, which
jumped by 20.5% by March this
year. India’s LNG imports reached
27 million metric tonnes (mmt) in

2024-25, the highest on record and
double the 13.5 mmt imported in
201112, India’s LPG imports also
surged with expanded household
access. The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwa-
la Yojana increased LPG connec-
tions from 62% of households in
2016 to nearly 100% by 2025, driv-
ing imports to 18 mmt in 2025-26
from 16.48 mmt in 2020-21.

Crude oil, LNG, and LPG are all
imported heavily from West Asian
suppliers. The closure of the Strait
of Hormuz disrupted all three si-
multaneously, India’s response in-
cluded accelerating renewable ap-
provals, maximising refinery
output, and paying 130,000 crore
1o oil marketing companies in FY
202526 to cushion LPG losses.
LPG prices rose by 60 per cylin-
der after the conflict began.

On the flip side, India’s renewa-
ble capacity grew by over 210% in
the past decade. In FY 2024-25, re-
newable energy accounted for
89% of India’s new capacity addi-
tions, Yet absolute energy depen-
dence on imports has also dee-
pened. India imports 89% of crude
oil, 47% of natural gas, and 26% of
coal despite being the world’s
third-largest coal producer. The re-
newable buildout has not yet re-
duced India’s reliance on import-
ed fossil fuels,

Renewable capacity takes years
to translate into reliable, usable
power and geopolitical shocks af-
fect energy supply in the instant
short-term. When the Strait of Hor-
muz closed in early March, India
could not wait for wind farms to
reach completion or battery ca-
pacity to scale. It responded by
maximising output from existing
coal and gas infrastructure, in-

domestic suppliers to
prioritise domestic users and ac-
celerating imports of LNG and LPG
from alternative suppliers.

The global energy transition ad-
vanced significantly in 2025, In-
dia’s renewable capacity is grow-
ing at the fastest rate globally.
However, import dependence on a
conflict zone exists alongside
clean energy progress in India.



— Key Data Points / H@@ﬂﬁg

») Global Highlights 2025 / df¥® g1 fag 2025

* Global electricity generation increased by ~850 TWh in 2025 (Ember Energy Institute)

2025 H Y 71 GG ~850 TWh FGT (TR T 5

e Solar =636 TWh | Wind =204 TWh | Other renewables =23 TWh

GIV= 636 TWh | a7 =204 TWh | 3/ 7B = 23 TWh

e Coal generation fell by 67 TWh | Qil by 12 TWh — FIRST TIME electricity growth without fossil fuel increase
PG FAIGT67 TWh FINT| @712 TWh — T8 TR [aorct] Gig 19T SHaiRe 867 Glg &

* Coal's share in global electricity declined from 36% (2015) to 33% (2024)
I [l 7 BT BT owaT136% (2015) T TCHT33% (2024) §F

»| China /iﬂq

e China: 5% electricity demand growth; 15% clean energy growth; Solar +40%; Wind +14%
T 5% 1957 HITT Gl 15% 8 Sl Gl GIR+40%; TGT+14%

e China's fossil fuel generation fell for first time since 2015
7 BT TGRH FET FTIGT2015 F FI] T&i TR [IRT

»] India Energy Data / YR Solf el
e India: Fossil fuel generation fell 3.3%; battery storage + grid improved drastically
YT THGIRH F¢7 FAIGT3.3% FINF 9291 HERT+ 48 J YRT GeR
e India's LNG imports: 27 MMT in 2024-25 (highest on record); jumped 20.5% by March 2026
YRT BILNG I 2024-25 H27 MMT (3F T& TG HIEE); HId 2026 T 20.5% FSIT
e LPG imports: 16.48 MMT (2020-21) - 18 MMT (2025—26);\Ujjwa|a Yoj‘ana LPG connections 62% — ~100%
LPG SHId: 16.48 MMT (2020-21) - 18 MMT (2025-26); Swd il H/0i7ILPG @ 7dI762% - ~100%
e Crude oil imports fell 17% YoY (March 2026) amid Strait of Hormuz closure
GG T TTa e 3G 811 T T 2026 W Fad T BT HTAIT17% Yo FINT




India Energy Connections / YR SHoll GaY

»| Why Strait of Hormuz Matters / aﬁx—:rwfﬁaafrn@aqﬁ

e ~25% of world's crude oil transported through this narrow waterway (between Iran & Oman)
138 HT~25% Fea] AT 3T T3 TTHr! & Tordl & (3T 3N 357 & &19)

e Closed from March 1, 2026 due to US-Israel-Iran conflict; LPG prices rose X60/cylinder
SARBT. ST 3T T & HRU1 HIF 2026 T §c LPG B1HG 60/ /TS TGT

e India imports 89% crude oil (Qatar, UAE, Saudi Arabia); 47% natural gas; 26% coal
YT 89% Fedl AcT(BAS, UAE, THaG! IRE); 47% TIFHIaP 1 26% BIFAT H1FIT BIA &

»] Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana /Tﬂ'QT[BﬁFITTﬁTrFIT
e Launched 2016 — provide LPG connections to BPL households
2016 H Y& — BPL GRAN] B1LPG BRI FGT BT

e Coverage increased from 62% to ~100% of households by 2025
2025 TP HAT62% T~100% TRAR] T §GT

»] Environment + GS3 Exam Angles / UgiaRuT + GS3 tl'\&&ﬂil"ﬁ'UT
e India's renewable capacity grew 210%+ in past decade; FY2024-25: 89% of new capacity additions from RE
e U a1 5 YRT B TBIUNT &HTT210%+ TG} FY2024-25 F89% T STl FdBvvig &

e India: World's 3rd largest coal producer yet imports 26% coal — energy paradox
YR 134 BT TG GGG §ST FB1TT TGP 07 47 26% HBITAT ST — FHoil 1 ErHTT

e Critical minerals dependency: Lithium, cobalt, nickel, copper, rare earths for batteries/EVs — mostly from China
e G P S e B e P R SR e e 6

e National Energy Policy target: 500 GW RE capacity by 2030
I Sl T GTETE 2030 T 500 GW TSBRUNT &HCTT




MCQ — Global Energy / WW

With reference to global energy trends in 2025 as per the Ember Energy Institute:

1. Solar and wind energy together accounted for more than 800 TWh of the global electricity increase.
2. 2025 was the first year when expanded electricity demand did not require an increase in fossil fuels.
3. Coal's share in global electricity production rose from 33% in 2015 to 36% in 2024.

4. China's fossil fuel generation fell for the first time since 2015.

Options: /ﬁw:
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 2,3 and 4 only

(d)1,2,3and 4

Explanation: Stmt 1 — CORRECT: Solar 636 + Wind 204 = 840 TWh. Stmt 2 — CORRECT. Stmt 3 — WRONG: Coal's share DECLINED from 36% (2015) to 33% (2024). Stmt
4 — CORRECT.



4 Quick Revision — Global Energy Transition /Wmﬁqﬁaﬁﬁ

1. Global electricity rose 850 TWh in 2025; Solar

636 + Wind 204 TWh
2025 H 3y [§57cii 850 Twh @} TN 636 + GG7204 Twh

2. First year: electricity growth without fossil fuel
increase

TE IR: NG SE Jig & IaT faorct gl

3. Coal lobal share: 36% (2015) - 33% (2024)
[ETIGRYT 36% (2015) > 33% (2024)
4. China: Solar +40%, Wind +14%; fossil fuels fell

for 1st time since 2015
;97?7 GV +40%, Ua=+14%; 2015 & TIq Gcll TI¥ H1a195 387

5. India LNG imports: 27 MMT in 2024-25 (record

high)
YRTLNG STFIE 2024-25 F27 MMT (RPB1S)

1. India imports: 89% crude oil, 47% natural gas,
26% coal

YRT STTTT 89% Hed] AT, 47% HIHBIAPH 1%, 26% HITT
2. Ujjwala Yojana (2016): LPG coverage 62% -

~100% by 2025
GoTTT FIoT77(2016): LPG HART62% > 2025 TP ~100%

3. India RE capacity grew 210%+ in last decade
YR TABXUNY &HTT [Te5ct @RI H 210%+ TGT

4. India: 3rd largest coal producer yet imports

26% coal
Y AT TG FST BT FTGd ¥ H126% 11T

5. RE Target India: 500 GW by 2030
YN BT TAIBITT TEF 2030 TP 500 GW
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Energy requirements

India is now the world’s third-largest oil consumer, with high dependence on crude imports. As a
result, fluctuations in crude oil prices, freight rates, and currency exchange rates remain a concern,
especially during geoeconomic conflicts

India and China oil demand (2025-26)
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(expected)

Source: IEA Oil Market Report, April 2026

India: Production Vs consumption of petroleum products (MMT)

Production of
Petroleum Products
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Source: PPAC Monthly Ready Reckoner, January 2026




India’s FY2024-25 Crude import shares: Top 5 sources
0.4

0.351

0.3
0.25

0.2-
015 0.198

-
0.05- 0.089

0

Russia Irag Saudi Arabia UAE
Source: DGCI & S data




‘&M&MMMMM@%@M&.@M@.WM&
cronfe nevd In a fragmented enengy markes, Indiais edge fies not in seffsufficiency but in optionaliey,

0 2%, Egrope &d noc respond by
n-u-&(:w.-un»;:m

U (EU) covestries 5ol by 20N betwees

Mavigating e cribe As s Sagoed ke Gavyng Ot o 1N Yarsied Teough The St of Hovme s bees Becked b Ve ur

Energy requirements

I by vty wet's Srvi-dargant 94 meviom, mth g

o Ase

Incar’s eckge

d market,
l-nnh-la‘h-y.huh
optonaly.

WAL Petagsen T Erece i priows, SRt reteL e CHTETIY g et T 3 Conoes,

egmeaty dareq puoeconaTe caetety
e ord O od Gwrverd 1035-2¢1
(%]
-

‘.

o
S
v

o
Ohpna vl

) risks.
Ingiod successive shocks
well, Frse, India’s crude ool dependence I

Y O 05T AT w0l O D -u'::m-.n'"’ 3 ceendined o $000
the (e LW st Prpert, A0 ¢ 570 metric mnnes reguired nawval escort
Widle the war bs Ubralte reveded the m—— = wnder Operasion Sankodp. Diversifosion
reliamnce on pipeine-toned ngpples, the Drasheid caneun bypas chokepotres.
coudlicr n West sl demoostrated -~ : Papiom Third, the enengy runstion creates
retamew oo e 1 FES LS —— N ! ok vudnerabilsion. ndo's
mmdm& whtich o ] into solar, banteries, electric vebicles (EV),
wpprosteatdy 25% of the workls crals ! ! 1 1 ‘arad stoeage resry neduce ol e over tine,
oll bs transported, has ance agan become §|x + l"?‘:—"‘?'l‘-'l 4 4 However, (he relance on lithium, cobak,
o 561 sickel, copper, and rere warths ey
ranenizng peice stocks rapsdly acrs | mcrease in the R,
marhets. - ' 1 '
O poswers e M = 1! < 1 | wary forward
China bas locked In nearty 25 sullion w1 BT ™ A2 P 200318 kg Jord India’s dependence on criteal minerals Is
metric toma of LNG jur year thimgh e e L d 20 g g e
oML, Forea has secured 173 especially by Chima, which
milion barsels of crode ofl e will st Sialeiaxectd controks over 915 of global
from outside the Stradt of Hoerees, e while curvensy
mﬁwmlﬂnh’n& an ¢ Jess than W% of i projected
& equivalest 10 254 days of ('t} 2083 bartery grade
o dummtically, Whik Indis hee adapted m
Guf share exporiens have regaloed 82 the new of order with
smnak of chase hangastitgg e wity, wach taraad Sexbilty dove
spare capacity. The | Enengy an m0t provide security i the dong t=rm
cy (EAY & coeraction of 50 as The test pliase st o
Whvd in the gobel desmand for off on o E larper strstepic reserves,
182006, with ¥ decrease of 236 . | 200 | reducing e ol iseneity 1 tanspon.
kb for ORCD for o ands dna use AT
W SIS Y e ensuring security for chatrs of
Developement) and 254 ks for Madde critical tmerab. The peal question & =0
Eant, demand stll rises. For years, Indla has depended beavly and moee cychcal, ndia has become one lorger whether inda can swinch suppliens
152 Kisil I thebs wealker murka, Indla's on krponts. Bust the coustry hus of the Few large engloes of ncressentd ol crines, But whether fitore crbs
demmand b peated better than many demand by will carry bower ecomomic costs when
vabushike. It is now the Befoee 2002, Rusbe n
m;mwum- of Indir's crode bnports, by P AMohaey & professer and deas,
1ow tndia guined more room (o According o OFRCs forecedt, bty IR0 e wis sround W%, QP Sl bt Usiverssty, Me i o viting
manoesTe s expecied to reach 5 making fussla supplier. profesor ar LSE amd o visiing aosdonwc
The 3 of ofthe  milicn barrels per day OnbD o 00S and  Flows from Ruses o gt s Gl fellow at Ustrersity of Srtamiva
Suttam ol imports bs real and bmmediate, 599 mhd 11 2006, whie the A peojects  dsnujwines iesw fed contribated 1 his colum.
since the coustry Inpocts oves 85% of it Indlan crude denand will Now, India's ispoct basket dbo Srisonsys soud AdY Lazsrus are doth
crude needs, with maghly 49% of = approsimatey 190 khd, compared with mchades comtraes such a Irag, Saudl revosreh anobats with Contre for New
lmpores transiting through the Seralt of WO kv for Chiloa. Anlra, UAE, and the United Staes, while  Econconics Studies, OF Bnda! Globod
As Chinese demtand becomes flter i hicaly




Who getstobe
called ‘Hon’ble’ and
‘Mr’? Allahabad
High Court clarifies

Bhupendra Pandey
Lucknaw, May's

A MONTH after taking excep-
tion tothe Uttir Pradesh Police
not inserting honorifics like
‘Hon'bie' or "Mr” before the
name of BIP MP Anurag Tha-
kur in an FIR, the division
bench of Allahabad High Court,
inan order, has laid down who
Rpets to be adkdressed this way.
“Ministersof the Central and
State Governments; Judges of
the Supreme Court and the
High Courts; the Speaker; the
Chairman ofthe Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha, respectively:
and likewise of the State Legis-
lative Assemblies; the Members
of Parlinment and the State
Legistative Assemblies are en-
titled to the use of this honor-
ific,” the division bench of Jus-
tices JJ Munir and Tarun
Saxena observed while hearing
the matter on April 30. The
order was uploaded on May 4.
Itobserved that there could
be other functionaries who, as
per protecol, are entithed tothe
usage. “Whosoever is entitled
to the use of this honorific has
tobe addressed likewise.”
Thebench further cbserved,
“Itistobe noted that the honor-
ific ‘Hon'ble” is to be appended
to the names of constitutional
functionaries who exercise sov-
ereign functions of any of the
three organs of the Govern-
ment...” But it sald no function-
wry, however high, whao isacivil
servant and “not the holder of a
sovereign constitutional office,
Isentithed touse” It
“Persanal disgruntiement
or familiarity with a family,
who is entitled to an honorific,
cannot permit the author of
any commumnication to refer to
b sovereign functionary of the
Government.,, without it, This
part of the matter stands
closed,” observed the court,

BIP MP Anurag Thakur

During the carlier hearing,
the court had directed the Ad-
ditional Chief Secretiry, Home
Department, to file an affidavit
explaining the réason behind
police not abkiing by the proto-
colin using honorifics,

The court took note of the
affidavit on April 30, which
stated that the complaint —
typedin Hindi and on the basls
of which the FIR was registered
~ was produced by the com-
plainant, Khajan Singh, and
was reproduced in the FIR ver-
batim.

The affidavit further stated
that after the court's March 31
order, directions were issued to
the Mathura Senior Superin-
tendent of Police on April 2to
Initiate a preliminary inguiry

name and honorifics
for the former Unlon Minkszer.

Thakur wis a minister of
sports, youth affairs, and In-
formation and Broadcasting in
the second Modi government,

Theaffktavitalsostated that
the complainant said he was un-
aware of the protocot regarding
use of honorifics for MPs or
former Union Mintsters. Anurag
Thakur lsan Hon'bie Member of
Pariament andisentitled wthe
honorific, it stated. The court
has listed the matter for hearing
nexton May 11,



Case Context

Court

Bench

Date of Observation

Key Issue

Trigger

FIR filed without using honorifics for BJP MP Anurag Thakur

Allahabad High Court

Justice JJ Munir & Justice Tarun Saxena

April 30 (Order uploaded May 4)

Who is entitled to use honorifics like '"Hon'ble’

Uttar Pradesh Police not using ‘Hon'ble’ or ‘Mr." in FIR

™ Who Can Use 'Hon'ble’ (As per Court)

Category

Ministers (Centre/State)

Judges (SC/HC)

Speaker / Chairman (Lok Sabha/Rajya
Sabha)

MPs & MLAs

Other constitutional authorities

Civil servants (IAS/IPS etc.)

Entitled?

i Yes

i Yes

& Yes

Yes

Yes

X No

Explanation

Exercise executive power

Exercise judicial power

Constitutional authority

Sovereign legislative function

If exercising sovereign function

Not holders of sovereign constitutional office



Principle Explanation

Sovereign Function Doctrine Only those exercising power of State (Executive,
Legislature, Judiciary) get such recognition

Constitutional Status vs Administrative Role Constitutional posts > Bureaucratic posts
Protocol Norms Based on Government of India Warrant of Precedence
Respect in Official Communication Mandatory for constitutional functionaries

"Whosoever is entitled to the use of this honorific has to be addressed likewise."

Honorific ‘Hon'ble’ applies only to constitutional functionaries.

Civil servants are NOT entitled, even if holding high office.

Personal ignorance cannot justify violation of protocol.



® LAW

‘Ecocide’: Where international law stands in tackling war toll on environment

Bhaskar Sarma
New Delhi, May 5

A RECENT report by Lebanon accused Is-
rael's military of committing "ecocide™ dur-
ing its 2023-24 invasion of southermn Leba-
non and reshaping both its “physical and
ecological landscape”,

Earfier, Iran’s foreign minister said Is-
rael's bombings of fuel depots in Tehran,
which led to "black rain”, violated interna-
tional law and constituted “ecocide”.

Researchersand environmental organ-
isations have invoked the sametermtode-
scribe the effects of Israel's war on Gaza,

Environmental groups have called for
the inclusion of “ecocide’ as an international
crimeunder the Rome Statute that governs
the International Criminal Court (ICC).

What is ecocide?

Ecocide refers to the worst harms
caused to the environment by human ac-
tions, usually on a major scale or affecting
a huge area.The term was coined in 1970 by

Prof Arthur W Galston, a Yale plant biol-
ogist whose early research contributed to
the development of the herbicide Agent Or-
ange, which the US Army used to devastat-
Ingeffect inthe Vietnam War. Galston used
‘ecoside’ todescribe the massive, long-term
environmental devastation particularly
caused by the herbicide’s use.

Two years later, at the UN Conference
on the Human Environment in Stockholm,
Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme used
the term in context of the Vietnam War.

Indeed, Vietnam became the world's
first country to codify ecocide in its do-
mestic law in 1990, Since then, the use of the
term has become more widespread, with
many countries — such asRussia, Ukraine,
Chile, France and Belgium — incorporating
ecocide (or its equivalent) into their laws,

How does ‘ccocide’ differ from
provisions in international law?
Many international conventions and
statutes deal with widespread environ-
mental damage, even if they don't ex-

plicitly mention ‘ecocide’.

For instance, under the Rome Statute,
it is a war crime to intentionally launch a
disproportionate attack knowing thar it will
cause "widespread, long-term and severe”™
damage to the natural environment that di-
rectly impacts humans, such as causing
displacement, inflicting great suffering or
injury on victims, or causing death.

The Geneva Conventions, which estab-
lish standards for treatment of non-com-
batants, require that warring parties not
use methods of warfare that cause "wide-
spread, long-term and severe damage to
the natural environment”,

The widely adopted Environmental
Maodification Convention (ENMOD), in force
since 1978, prohibitsthe deliberate manipu-
lation of natural processes when it causes
“widespread. long-lasting or severe effects”,

Sa how does ‘ecocide’ differ from the
present international law framework?
Delhi-based senior advocate Avi Singh,
who has extensive experience in interna-
tional criminal law, told The Indian Express

that the difference is in the focus, “The laws
we have are anthropocentric. They put
human beings at the centre of harm, while
ecocide puts the environment as aseparate
entity that is being damaged.”

Where do current laws stand?

The Rome Statute recognises four seri-
ouscrimes— the crime of genocide; crimes
against humanity; war crimes; and the
crime of aggression. It classifies serious
damage to the environment under "war
crimes'— meaning it would be considered
only during war.

Another hurdle is jurisdiction. Tran and
Lebanon, forinstance, are not State Parties
to the ICC, which could complicate the
prosecution pathway, pointad out Mrinalini
Shinde, Visiting Lecturer of International
Environmental Law at the Universitvof Co-
logne, Germany. ICC jurisdiction, however,
could still arise through a UN Security
Council referral or ad hoc acceptance,

One moreissue is criminalisation, Most
existing international instruments do not

enanerjndianaxnmm.. .

establish enforceable international crimi-
nal liability forenvironmental destruction.

The International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN), aglobal body onen-
vironmental policy, limited itselfto "recog-
nising the crime of ecocide” in October
2025, "It will hopefully encourage more
States Parties to push for inclusion of the
crime domestically and within interna-
tional law," said Shinde.

This is what is behind the advocacy to
include ‘ecocide’ asan international crime
Inthe Rome Statuze.

Inclusion, however, Is easier said than
done. “Forinclusion intothe Rome Statute,
aState Party tothe Rome Statute would in-
troduce the amendment of the Statute at
the Assembly of States Parties, and would
require 2/3rds majority of States Parties to
be successful. There will be further condi-
tions for such an amendment tocome into
effect,” said Shinde.

What's the enforcement challenge?
The Council of Europe adopted the

New Delhi

Convention on the Protection of the En-
vironment through Criminal Law in 2025,
This is the first legally binding interna-
tional treaty to criminalise severe and
large-scale environmental destruction —
“conduct that many term ecocide”, it says.

Under this convention, even acts com-
mitted abroad can be prosecuted in Euro-
pean domestic courts,

“There is universal criminal jurisdiction
forcrimes against humanity. With this, there
isa potential to bring actions in domestic
criminal law Irrespective of where the event
happens,” said Singh. "For instance, If
whoever is committing an environmental
crimetravelsto Europe, then somebody can
bringacriminal action against them, saying
that they have committed ecocide, and they
should now be criminally charged and tried.”

According to both Singh and Shinde,
however, no direct prosecution has ever
been launched over environmental de-
struction caused by war,

FULLREPORTON
WWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM



Aspect

Meaning of Ecocide

Origin of Term

Nature

Focus Shift

Details

Severe, widespread, long-term environmental destruction caused by

human actions

Coined by Arthur W. Galston (Vietnam War context — Agent Orange)

Proposed 5th international crime

From human-centric harm = environment-centric harm

- Current Status in International Law

Framework

Rome Statute (ICC)

War Crimes (Rome Statute)

Geneva Conventions

ENMOD Convention (1976)

Provision

Genocide, Crimes against Humanity, War
Crimes, Aggression

Environmental damage during war

Prohibit warfare causing severe
environmental damage

Bans environmental modification causing
harm

Status

X Ecocide NOT included

Limited scope

Indirect protection

Narrow scope



4 Definition Under Debate

Feature Explanation

Scale Widespread

Duration Long-term

Severity Severe environmental damage

Intent Often includes reckless or intentional acts

@ Countries Recognising Ecocide (Added Value)

Country Status

Vietnam First to codify (1990)
France Recognised in domestic law
Belgium Incorporated

Chile Incorporated

Ukraine, Russia Recognised in legal framework



Challenge Explanation

No Global Recognition Not yet part of ICC crimes
Jurisdiction Issues ICC applies only to member states
Proof Complexity Difficult to prove “intent + scale”
Political Resistance Powerful states reluctant

War vs Peace Scope Mostly limited to wartime laws

? Where Current Laws Fall Short

Issue Gap

Environmental harm in peace time X Not covered adequately
Independent environmental crime X Not recognised
Accountability of states & corporations Weak

Enforcement mechanism Limited



& Key Institutional Developments

Institution Role

International Criminal Court (ICC) Can include ecocide via amendment
IUCN (2025) Recognised ecocide concept

UN Bodies Advocacy for inclusion

Council of Europe (2025) Treaty on environmental crimes

= New Legal Developments (VERY IMPORTANT)

Development Details
Council of Europe Convention (2025) First binding treaty criminalising severe environmental damage
Universal Jurisdiction Concept Crimes can be tried even outside country

Domestic Courts Role Can prosecute environmental crimes internationally



e POLICY

Why UP stepped back from mandatory prepaid smart meters

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, May 5

FACING protests, the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernmenton Monday stepped back from its
push for mandatory prepaid smart electric-
ity meters. The decision isseen asthe result
of several factors: protests, regulatory push-
back, shifting policy signals from the
Centre, and political calculations ahead of
next year’s Assembly elections.

Why the policy was brought

The policy was initially aimed at im-
proving billing efficiency and reducing
losses. Sources said that the state’s aggres-
siverollout of prepaid smart metersoverthe
past year-and-a-halfwasrooted initsinter-
pretation of the Central Electricity Author-
ity's(CEA) 2022 regulation notification.

According to Avadhesh Verma, Chair-
man of Uttar Pradesh Electricity Con-
sumers Forum and a member of the Cen-
tral Electricity Advisory Committee, the
move can be traced to clause 3(b) of the no-
tification. It said consumers in areas with
communication networks “shall” be sup-
plied electricity through smart meters op-

erating in prepayment mode.

Verma said the government interpreted
this as a mandate, and began rolling out
prepaid smart meters as the default for new
connections and converting existing con-
sumers. About 85 lakh smart meters have
been installed so far, but implementation
quickly ran into friction.

Why it ranintotrouble

Therollout triggered protests across dis-
tricts. Consumer complaints ranged from
higherorinconsistent billing to automatic
disconnections and a lack of transparency
in prepaid deductions. The state initially
dismissed the concerns as being fuelled by
misinformation and political motives.

As protests continued, the government
held review meetings and issued directions
to resolve issues. The Uttar Pradesh Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commission (UPERC)
also took suo motu cognizance. Insomein-
stances, consumers removed or damaged
the installed meters.

“Atthe heart of the controversy was the
issue of consumer choice. Under the Elec-
tricity Act framework, consumers are gen-
erally entitled to opt between prepaid and

Shockto

consumers

® The policy was in-
itially aimed at im-
proving billing effi-
ciency and reducing
losses.

@ But therollout led
tocomplaints rang-
ing from higher bil-
ling to automatic dis-
connections.

® Prepaid smart
metersalsoledto
protests in Gujarat
and Rajasthanin
2024 and 2025, re-
spectively. Theis-
sues were similar:
implementation,
consent and fears of
power cuts once the
balanceranout.

postpaid systems. The state’s attempt toen-
force prepaid meters — especially for new
connections — without explicit consent be-
came a central point of contention,
strengthening both protests and regulatory
objections,” said Verma.

The government first announced a tem-
porary halt to the conversion of existing
postpaid meters into prepaid smart meters,
but protests continued. Meanwhile, Union
Power Minister Manohar Lal Khattar clari-
fied in Parliament last month that prepaid
smart meters are not mandatory, undercut-
ting the interpretation that had driven
Uttar Pradesh’s policy.

Subsequently, the CEA issued a fresh
amendment in its 2026 gazette notifica-
tion, revising the earlier provision. The
amended clause removed the explicit
requirement of “prepayment mode”, while
allowing flexibility in implementation.

Adding to the pressure, the UPERC also
intervened by flagging concernsand seeking
explanations from the state power utility. In
a separate notice, UPERC pointed out non-
compliance with standards related to the
timely reconnection of supply in prepaid sys-
tems, even raising the possibility of penalties.

Inits April 23 order, it noted that recon-
nections within the mandated two-hour
window were achieved in only 77% of
cases, far below the 95% benchmark, and
questioned why a Rs 1lakh perday penalty
should not be imposed on the Uttar Pra-
desh Power Corporation Ltd.

According to government sources,
these developments prompted a course
correction before any adverse direction
from regulatory authorities or courts could
come, The government began recalibrating
its approach in two phases, on April 19 and
24. It first introduced immediate relief
measures, including a limited pause in dis-
connections. SMS alerts were made man-
datory, giving consumers time to respond.

Politics in an election year

The timing of the rollback is also signifi-
cant. With state elections due next year, the
issue had begun to gain political traction.

Ultimately, thedecision does notend the
smart metering programme, but removes
the mandatory prepaid billing aspect. The
broader challenge for the government now
liesin ensuring accurate billing, reliable sys-
tems and responsive grievance redressal.



il Core Issue

Aspect

State
Policy
Decision

Reason

@" Objective of Policy

Objective

Improve billing efficiency
Reduce AT&C losses
Ensure timely payments

Digitisation of power sector

Details

Uttar Pradesh

Mandatory prepaid smart electricity meters

Rollback of mandatory prepaid condition

Protests + regulatory pushback + political factors

Explanation

Reduce manual errors

Control theft & leakage

Prepaid ensures advance payment

Smart grid integration



! Why Policy Failed (Critical for Exam)

Issue Explanation

Consumer protests Widespread dissatisfaction

Higher billing complaints Perceived increase in electricity bills
Lack of transparency Confusion in deductions

Automatic disconnection When balance exhausted

Consent issue Consumers forced into prepaid system
Implementation gaps Poor grievance redressal

4 Regulatory & Legal Factors

Authority Role

Central Electricity Authority (CEA) Issued 2022 guidelines (misinterpreted as mandatory)
UPERC Raised compliance issues, reconnection delays

Union Power Ministry Clarified prepaid meters are NOT mandatory

Gazette Amendment (2026) Removed compulsory “prepayment mode”



el

Step

Temporary halt
Phased recalibration
Consumer relief

Flexibility introduced

2% Impact on Consumers

Positive

Better awareness
Digital tracking
Energy monitoring

Efficient usage

Details

Stopped conversion of postpaid to prepaid

Policy adjustments in April

SMS alerts, pause on disconnections

No forced prepaid system

Negative

Billing confusion

Fear of disconnection

Higher upfront payments

Lack of trust



“\ Implementation Data (Important)

Indicator Data

Smart meters installed ~85 lakh

Reconnection compliance Only 77% (below 95% benchmark)
Penalty issue 21 lakh/day penalty questioned

@ Comparative State Experience

State Issue
Guijarat Similar protests
Rajasthan Billing & implementation issues

Common problem Consent + transparency + fear of outages



Word of the day

Astute:

marked by practical hardheaded intelligence

Synonymes: sharp, shrewd

Usa g€ The minister’s astute handling of the
crisis helped avert further unrest.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/ydo2E8/astute

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [astju:t/
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