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“Iran launches fresh attacks against Israel, U.S.

Associated Press
DUBAI

Iran launched a new wave
of attacks against Israel,
American bases and coun-
tries around the region on
Thursday, even as Israel
and the U.S. hammered the
Islamic Republic for a sixth
day. Bahrain said an Ira-
nian missile hit a state-run
oil refinery. It said the fire
on Thursday night was ex-
tinguished and the refinery
was still working.

The war keeps escalat-
ing each day, affecting ad-
ditional 14 countries across
West Asia and beyond. On
Thursday, Azerbaijan ac-
cused Iran of attacking it
with drones — though Teh-
ran denied that. A day ear-
lier, the U.S. said it sank an
Iranian frigate in the wa-
ters off Sri Lanka.

Israel, meanwhile, is-

sued a mass evacuation
warning for all of Beirut’s
southern suburbs as the
fighting escalated with Le-
banon’s Iran-allied Hezbol-
lah militants. UN peace-
keepers reported ground
combat in southern Leba-
non as more Israeli troops
crossed the border.

All the while, the U.S.
and Israel have battered
Iran with nationwide
strikes, targeting their mili-
tary capabilities leadership
and nuclear programme.
Israeli and American lead-
ers have also suggested
that toppling the govern-
ment was a goal.

The war has killed at
least 1,230 people in Iran,
more than 70 in Lebanon
and around a dozen in Is-
rael, according to officials
in those countries. Six U.S.
troops have been killed.

An Iranian cleric called

Under fire: A plume of smoke rises after a strike on the Iranian
capital of Tehran on Thursday. AFp

on state television for the
shedding of both Israel’s
and “Trump’s blood”. A
statement from Ayatollah
Abdollah Javadi Amoli gave
a rare call for violence by
an ayatollah, one of the
highest ranks within the
clergy of Shia Islam. There
are dozens in Iran.

Israel announced multi-
ple incoming missile at-
tacks and air sirens sound-
ed in Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem. The Israeli mili-
tary said it carried out a
wave of strikes on Iran’s
ballistic missile launch
sites.

Gulf countries also re-

ported coming under fire.
In Abu Dhabi, a drone was
shot down near the Al Dha-
fra Air Base, which hosts
U.S. forces, and shrapnel
fell to the ground, authori-
ties said. Six people were
wounded.

Qatar evacuated resi-
dents near the U.S. Embas-
sy in Doha as a temporary
precaution and later re-
ported a missile attack on
the city. Saudi Arabia said it
destroyed a drone in its
province bordering Jordan.

Azerbaijan’s President
ITham Aliyev accused Iran
of carrying out “a ground-
less act of terror and ag-
gression” after a drone
crashed Thursday near the
airport in Nakhchivan.

RELATED REPORTS ON

» PAGES 5,12,13,14 & 15
WEST ASIA ON FIRE

» PAGE 8



1. Latest Escalation: Iran Launches Fresh Attacks on Israel and U.S.
a9 TeAThH: $IF gRT $RISH 3R 3MfRPT IR 7¢ gda

« New wave of attacks

e Iran launched a new wave of missile and drone attacks targeting Israel, U.S. bases and regional

allies.
e M A SIS, 3RS A= fFprY 3R &= Fgaifi) v fAaes g g9 @ 90 g fbu
- Attacks across West Asia
e The conflict expanded across 14 countries in West Asia and surrounding regions.
o Ig dod ufeaw gferR 3R AUy & AT 14 32N Y TMIfdd &R IET 8
« Bahrain refinery strike

e A missile reportedly hit a state-owned oil refinery in Bahrain, causing fire but refinery operations

continued.
o TEIT b PRI ded Rb1g- R fAATS e EHAT g3, 31T o1t wifcpT RupTgR1 Tme] & |
- Drone tensions with Azerbaijan

e Azerbaijan accused Iran of drone attacks near Nakhchivan airport, though Iran denied involvement.

¢ 3ERSTH A AHfAA gATE 373 &b U F19 §H BT IR @, 58§ 3 7R &



2. Military Situation and Ground Fighting
A= f&ifa 3k st ders

« Israeli and U.S. strikes on Iran

e Israel and the U.S. launched nationwide strikes inside Iran targeting:
» Ballistic missile sites
e Nuclear programme facilities
o Military leadership
. gRIge 3R 3R A & & iR B¢ EaTE TN b SehT w18 o
. fdfes Masd fser
o WRHIY] BRIGH
o I Aqa
« Hezbollah involvement
e Fighting intensified in southern Lebanon, where Iran-backed Hezbollah militants are involved.
o gfeiolt g A fsgoearg (S rfeld J11a-) & J1el (isTs daf &l TS|
- Israeli troop movement

» |sraeli troops crossed the border into southern Lebanon according to UN peacekeepers.

o T g 2lifd BT & AR sIRISelt A gfeivit Aga 7 yder B g |



3. Casualties and Human Impact

HIHG™ YT 31k gdigd
« Death toll

e Around 1,230 people killed in Iran, more than 70 in Lebanon, and about a dozen in Israel.
o WM 1230 &N A A, 70 A 31f€ih A A, 31 @IT 12 SRS A AR T |
- U.S. military losses
e At least six U.S. troops killed during the conflict.
o JuY & A & BH 6 3Rt AfFe AR Y|
- Civilian evacuations

e Qatar evacuated residents near the U.S. Embassy in Doha.

e PR 1 Qe H 3MRDI gdTard b UTH WMl bl JRIET T IR WST|



Exam

SSC CGL Tier-1

CDS Exam

Banking
Awareness

Date

Sept 2025

April 2025

July 2025

Question

Strait of Hormuz
connects which two
water bodies?

Strait of Hormuz is
located between
which countries?

Which country

withdrew from the
Iran Nuclear Deal
(JCPOA) in 20187

Answer

Persian Gulf and
Gulf of Oman

Iran and Oman

United States
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A.P. introduces incentives for
families to have 3 children

The policy aims at raising TFR from 15 to 2.1; 325,000 to be given at time of delivery, and 31,000
monthly assistance for five years and free education till age 18; policy will come to effect on April 1

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

ndhra Pradesh
A Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Nai-

du introduced the Draft
Population Management
Policy, whose objective is
to raise the Total Fertility
Rate (TFR) from 1.5 to an
optimal level of 2.1, in the
Assembly on Thursday,
thereby reversing the de-
clining fertility rate and
prepare the State for an
ageing society by 2047.

To encourage parents to
have a third child, he pro-
posed an incentive of
325,000, noting that inac-
tion at this stage would
cause problems like in Ja-
pan, Italy and South Korea
with 1.2, 1.2 and 0.7 TFRs
they were facing. The new

®

a high fertility State. The

situation requires an entirely

new policy playbook
N. CHANDRABABU NAIDU
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister

policy had been targeted to
be implemented from
April 1, 2026.

“Andhra Pradesh is now
mirroring Tamil Nadu (TFR
of 1.4) and Kerala (1.6). We
are no longer a high fertili-
ty State. The situation re-
quires an entirely new pol-
icy playbook,” Mr. Naidu.

The Chief Minister ob-
served that the State’s TFR
was well below the re-

Andhra Pradesh
is now mirroring .
Tamil Nadu (TFRof 1.4)and ¢
Kerala (1.6). We are no longer

A

placement level of 2.1, and
if the trend continued,
nearly 23% of the popula-
tion would be elderly. If the
faling TFR was not
stopped, the State would
have a shrinking workforce
and it would cripple the
economy, he observed.
The State set the goal to
stabilise the TFR at 2.1 and
nearly double women’s
participation in labour

force to boost Gross State
Domestic Product by 15%.

Mr. Naidu said, as part
of the efforts to increase
the TFR, the government
would give a “Poshana -
Shiksha - Suraksha” pack-
age for the families having
a third child, under which
the incentive would be
paid at the time of delivery
and 1,000 monthly assis-
tance for five years and
free education to the child
up to age 18.

Mr. Naidu said as econo-
mies grow, birth rates tend
to decline, creating work-
force shortages and long-
term economic challenges.
The draft policy document
was being placed in the pu-
blic domain for one month
to facilitate deliberations,
after which it would be gi-
ven a final shape, he said.




- The government of N. Chandrababu Naidu introduced a Draft Population Management Policy to

increase fertility rates.
- 3% Y&l & HEIHAT N. Chandrababu Naidu 3 5351 yde- &1 grae Fifa 9er &t

- The aim is to increase the Total Fertility Rate (TFR) from 1.5 to 2.1, which is considered the
replacement level fertility.
- SUBT 32T Pl U4 &2 (TFR) B 1.5 B q@1aR 2.1 &1 &, 51 stz fRRan &1 TR /AT 571ar 81

- The policy is expected to come into effect from 1 April 2026.

- g ifd 1 3t 2026 F A ER B IHTEAT 21

2. Incentives Provided Under the Policy

Hifd & dgd T s are WeTEs

- Families having a third child will receive:
- AR g a1 aRarY & 7= & G sma:
1. 25,000 financial assistance at the time of delivery
31 & Y ¥25,000 &Y TErIET
2. ¥1,000 monthly assistance for five years
5 gt de wfd ATE 31,000 WERIAT
3. Free education up to the age of 18 years

18 a¥ aa fA:2[ww faram

« This package is called Poshana-Shiksha-Suraksha scheme.
» S G151 B G OT-fRI&HT-JR& TNTT BT 1T 2



3. Why the Policy Was Introduced

IE ifd = 18 TS

- The state is witnessing a declining fertility rate.
- T B U199 R AMAR T T 2 |

- Andhra Pradesh fertility trends are similar to Tamil Nadu (TFR 1.4) and Kerala (TFR 1.6).

- If the fertility rate continues to fall:

- IfS U1 &R "edt &t dar:

» Workforce will decline

o A BH &l S

e Elderly population will increase
e Economic productivity may fall
o 3Mfefes 3w AT e Jdbdl &



4. Economic and Labour Impact

anferes 3R 2 yiTa

« The government aims to increase women's participation in the labour force.

« TIBR BT AT AfEAT3i B 2 Wit ag[T 21

« Higher fertility combined with workforce participation could boost the Gross State Domestic Product
(GSDP) by around 15%.
- 37ferep 5 3 31k oW WTiieRt I 57 6T vefazelr (GSDP) & T 15% dd 96 Adbdl & |

Extra Important Facts for Exams

5. Total Fertility Rate (TFR)

PoAUSA9 R

Concept Explanation

Total Fertility Rate Average number of children born to a woman during her lifetime
Replacement Level Fertility About 2.1 children per woman needed to maintain population
India TFR Around 2.0 (NFHS-5)

States with very low TFR Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka



6. Countries Facing Low Fertility Crisis

BH UsTH &2 I 38T 38 g2l

Country

These countries face:
- ageing population
- shrinking workforce

- pension and economic pressure
g9 22 A IHIT:

» Jg STAHEAT

- YA bl BH

- 3Tfefs gaTa

TFR



7. Demographic Dividend
SIS BIRT @™

- India is currently benefiting from a demographic dividend.

- WRd gdAM & STifEdd i o o) f2afd 7 21

- Around 65% of the population is under 35 years of age.
« WRd &1 T 65% STaET 3599 A BHIT HI 2 |

8. Population Policies in India

HRd &I sTaa Aifaar
Policy

National Population Policy
Mission Parivar Vikas

Andhra Pradesh Draft Policy

Year

2000

2016

2026

Key Objective

Stabilize population by 2045

Reduce high fertility in some states

Increase fertility rate



Exam

UPSC Prelims

SSC CGL

RBI Grade B

Date

May 2025

Sept 2025

July 2025

Question

Replacement level
fertility refers to which
value of Total Fertility
Rate?

Total Fertility Rate
measures what?

India’s demographic
dividend refers to
which factor?

Answer

About 2.1

Average number of
children born to a
woman

Higher share of
working-age
population



Consider the following statements regarding fertility policies:

1. Replacement level fertility is approximately 2.1 children per woman.
2. Countries like Japan and South Korea are facing population ageing due to low fertility rates.

3. Andhra Pradesh’s new policy discourages families from having more than two children.

Which of the statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.Tand 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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earned T918.28 cr.
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‘Kalyan Singh told an utter lie on Babri Masjid’

The former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister had said in court that he would see to it that no demolition would take place and that the police would stop

the kar sevaks, says former Attorney-General K.K. Venugopal; but no such efforts were made as Singh was prepared to mislead the court, he adds

INTERVIEW
K.K. Venugopal

Krishnadas Rajagopal

In a conversation with The
Hindu, former Attorney-
General K.K. Venugopal
discusses the “command
from political masters”
that triggered the anti-Sikh
riots in the 1980s, his sense
of betrayal when he real-
ised that the then Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Ka-
lyan Singh had told him an
“utter lie” that the Babri
Masjid would not be de-
molished in the 1990s, and
the government’s duty to-
day to ensure that there is
no discrimination or perse-
cution of any religion or
caste. Edited excerpts:

When did you decide to
name your book The
Accidental Lawyer?

The question of my enter-
ing the legal profession by
accident took place when |
originally abandoned B.Sc.

Physics and decided that |
will start entering the legal
profession. That is how I
called myself an accidental
lawyer from the very

beginning,.

As a lawyer, you have
represented several
Chief Ministers, States,
and top politicians. Is
it more demanding to
appear for them?

For me, it made no diffe-
rence whether a person
was a Chief Minister or any
other client. They had to
come to me. [ would never
go and see a Chief Minister.

There is a heart-rending
chapter in your book
about the horrors of the
Delhi riots, which you
also witnessed. What
was the trigger for these
riots?

So far as these Sikh riots
were concerned, that was a
command from the politi-
cal masters.

You have said
objectivity is a plus for

V. MOORTHY

\

lawyers. We now see
lawyers coming to court
with cases with
communal overtones.
Has objectivity reduced
in recent years?

It depends on the
government.

It is the duty of the go-
vernment to ensure that in
a secular state like India,
there is no difference bet-
ween one religious com-
munity and another, or
between one caste and
another.

They have to ensure that
there is no discrimination
or persecution. And if that
is not done, we cannot

hold our heads high.

In the chapter ‘Reaping
the Whirlwind’ on

the Babri Masjid
demolition, you write
of telling Justice
Venkatachaliah and
other judges, ‘Thang
my head in shame.

As swiftly as this
demolition has taken
place, let the Union of
India, the Central
government, put the
bricks back so that the
next day the Masjid
would stand whole and
untouched.” You were
Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Kalyan Singh’s

lawyer in the Supreme
Court.

I thought they were the
right words to say. Why?
Because Kalyan Singh had
said that he would see to it
that no demolition would
take place. That there was
a bridge, and the police
would stop them at this
bridge if they tried to enter.
But no efforts were made
to stop [the kar sevaks]
from entering. They came
and they demolished... I
thought if the bricks were
put back the very same
night, there would be no
hue and cry. But the Attor-
ney General [Milon K. Ba-
nerjee] said I was trying to
do something ‘very, very
funny’.

I suppose the real rea-
son was Congress thought
they would lose a vote
bank if the bricks were put
back... Kalyan Singh told
an utter lie.

Did you feel a sense of
betrayal? That Kalyan
Singh knew more than
what he told you and
made you assure the

court that this would
not happen?

Not only that, he filed an
affidavit which 1 handed
over [to the court]. Milon
[Banerjee, the Attorney-
General] handed over an
intelligence report, which
said that the kar sevaks had
been trained over a long
period of time. They were
ready to come and demol-
ish.

The demolition will take
place. But Justice Venkata-
chaliah had to accept Ka-
lyan Singh’s word that it
would not be done. And
this is the result. Kalyan
Singh was prepared to mis-
lead the court and me.

The Supreme Court

has said in recent
judgments that we
should move towards a
casteless society. Do you

agree?

1 agree fully. What is wrong
with this country is caste.
Everything... But then you
can take it from me, I can-
not foresee a period when
caste will disappear.
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BJP earned 36,769.14
cr. in 2024-25, Cong.
earned 3918.28 cr.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The BJP declared an in-
come of ¥6,769.14 crore in
the financial year 2024-25,
the highest among national
parties, while the Congress
took the second spot with
an income of %918.28
crore, according to a re-
port by the Association of
Democratic Reforms.

The report analysed the
declarations made by the
six national parties — BJP,
Congress, Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist) [CPI
(M)], Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty (BSP), and National Peo-
ple’s Party (NPP) — in their
annual audit reports sub-
mitted to the Election
Commission (EC).

The six parties together
declared an income of
¥7,960.09 crore in 2024-25,
collected from all over
India.

The BJP alone garnered
85.03% of the total income.
It spent 55.76% of its in-
come (33,774.58 crore)
while the Congress spent
around %1,111.94 crore

The BJP alone
garnered 85.03% of
the total income
and spent 55.76%
of its income

which is 21.09% (X193.66
crore) more than its
income.

The CPI(M) reported an
income of ¥172.60 crore,
while it spent <173.86
crore.

The BSP declared an in-
come of ¥58.58 crore,
while its expenditure was
T106.30 crore.

The AAP reported an in-
come of ¥39.28 crore,
while it spent ¥36.46 crore.

Between 2023-24 and
2024-25, the BJP’s earnings
rose by 55.95% (32,428.67
crore), while the Congress
saw its income decline by
25.05% (306.83 crore).
The income of the AAP wit-
nessed a significant growth
of 73.20% (¥16.60 crore),
while the CPI(M) registered
a marginal rise of 2.96%
(¥4.96 crore). The BSP’s in-
come decreased by 9.56%
(%6.19 crore).

_1.



1. Overall Income of National Parties

AT el bl B 3
- Six national political parties declared their income in their annual audit reports submitted to the

Election Commission of India.

- Total income of six national parties in FY 2024-25:

- fa af 2024-25 A B8 I Gedl B B A

%7,960.09 crore



2. Party-wise Income (2024-25)

AR 31 (2024-25)

Political Party Income (¥ crore) Al

Bharatiya Janata Party 26,769.14 cr WA S9ar qref
Indian National Congress ¥918.28 cr HIRATT I Sy
Communist Party of India (Marxist) ¥172.60 cr HIaRTaTe! BwgfAwe urel
Bahujan Samaj Party ¥58.58 cr CEECELIE RG]

Aam Aadmi Party ¥39.28 cr i et uref
National People's Party Data smaller share A2 digew gret

3. BJP's Dominance in Party Income

AP Gl bl 3T W MISTIT BT W

- Bharatiya Janata Party alone earned 85.03% of total income of national parties.

- WA 51T uTel 3 S I el bt 31 BT 85.03% fata faam

« BJP income: 26,769.14 crore
« HIST9T &1 314: ¥6,769.14 BT

« Expenditure by BJP:
« WISTYT &1 T

¥3,774.58 crore (55.76% of income)



5. Income and Expenditure of Other Parties

3= gel bt 3 3R &I

Party Income
CPI(M) 317260 cr
BSP 258.58 cr
AAP ¥39.28 cr

Expenditure

2173.86 cr

2106.30 cr

236.46 cr

6. Growth and Decline Trends (2023-24 to 2024-25)

3 A gfg an fivrae (2023-24 & 2024-25)

Party Change

BJP +55.95% increase
Congress -25.05% decline
AAP +73.20% increase
CPI(M) +2.96% increase
BSP -9.56% decline

s (cw)

Y HTEHT gref

fadt

55.95% afg
25.05% fiRrae
73.20% qfg

2.96% gfg

9.56% fiRmae



7. Sources of Income of Political Parties

ASTHITAD el bl AT & Td

Source Explanation fect
Donations Contributions from individuals & companies (5]

Electoral Bonds Anonymous funding scheme ZATGCRA 418
Membership fees Party membership charges [T {[<h
Sale of coupons Fundraising coupons HIq fasht
Interest income From deposits and investments =15 31

8. Electoral Bonds Scheme

SAdCRA divs ATl
Feature

Introduced
Issued by
Purpose

Supreme Court decision

Explanation

2018

State Bank of India

Transparent political funding

Struck down in 2024



9. National Parties in India

HRd &b I S

Recognized by Election Commission of India

Party

Bharatiya Janata Party

Indian National Congress

CPI(M)

Bahujan Samaj Party

Aam Aadmi Party

National People's Party

1964

1984

2012

2013

fedt
WAt STdT Utef

WRATRT IS B

HTIRIaTE BRIfA%C UTel

dgsid HHTS UTel
31TH 3mreHT gref

Aore dtuey uref



Exam

UPSC Prelims

SSC CGL

Banking
Awareness

Date

May 2025

Sept 2025

July 2025

Question

Electoral Bonds in
India were issued
by which
Institution?

Which body
regulates political
parties in India?

Electoral Bonds
scheme was
Introduced In which
year?

Answer

State Bank of
India

Election
Commission of
India

2018



Question
Consider the following statements regarding political party funding in India:

1. The Election Commission of India receives annual audit reports of political parties.
2. Electoral Bonds were introduced in 2018 for political funding.

3. The Bharatiya Janata Party accounted for more than 80% of the total income of national parties in FY
2024-25.

Which of the statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1,2and 3

D.1and 3 only
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Mascots Pragati, Vikas to serve as
the friendly faces of Census 2027

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday un-
veiled two mascots, Pragati
and Vikas, for the upcom-
ing Population Census
2027. Mr. Shah also soft-
launched four digital tools
to be used during the exer-
cise. This will be the first
Census that will be digital,
and the first to allow self-
enumeration and enumer-
ation of caste.

The Centre for Develop-
ment of Advanced Com-
puting (C-DAC) developed
the advanced digital plat-
forms to facilitate enumer-
ation operations across the
country. Census 2027 is to
be conducted in two phas-
es — Houselisting Opera-
tions (HLO), and Popula-
tion Enumeration.

The mascots Pragati (fe-
male enumerator) and Vi-
kas (male enumerator)

Amit Shah launches digital tools and the mascots Pragati and Vikas

o

for Census 2027, in New Delhi. @P1B_INDIA

have been unveiled to
serve as friendly faces of
the Census 2027, a state-
ment by the Ministry of
Home Affairs said.

The four digital plat-
forms soft launched by Mr.
Shah are — Houselisting
Block Creator (HLBC) web
application, HLO mobile
app, Self-Enumeration (SE)
portal, and Census Man-
agement and Monitoring

System (CMMS) portal.
HLBC is web-map appli-
cation that enables Charge
Officers to digitally create
houselisting blocks using
satellite imagery, ensuring
standardised geographic
coverage across the coun-
try. The HLO app is a se-
cure, offline mobile appli-
cation for enumerators to
collect and upload house-
listing data. Only enumera-

tors registered on the
CMMS portal can access
the application. The SE
portal is a secure web-
based facility that allows
eligible respondents within
a household to submit
their household informa-
tion online, prior to field
operations. Upon success-
ful submission, a unique
Self-Enumeration ID (SE
ID) is generated. This SE ID
can be shared with the en-
umerator, on the basis of
which the enumerator will
be able to verify the
information.

The CMMS is a central-
ised, web-based digital
platform designed to plan,
manage, execute, and
monitor all Census-related
activities across adminis-
trative levels.

The Population Census
2027 data will be collected
using secure mobile appli-
cations by going
door-to-door.



1. Launch of Mascots

QMBI Al
« Union Home Minister Amit Shah unveiled the mascots Pragati and Vikas for Census 2027.

- B 7JE 3t Amit Shah A Census 2027 & faw epids? wnfa 3k fasm™ & fag

- These mascots will act as friendly representatives of the census exercise.

- & QMR AT UfhdT & STAHUD dEL b FY H BTH BT

- Pragati represents a female enumerator, while Vikas represents a male enumerator.

- YT WfEe ToHATEHT 3R fdw™T Yo MurHTEHT a1 wiafAfea &a 8|

2.Census 2027 - Key Features
ST 2027 &t g fadraans

- Census 2027 will be India’s first fully digital census.

« STATUET 2027 WRd &Y gt goid: fafdies stmomr gnft

- It will also allow self-enumeration by citizens.

- 3TN ARG B! WA 321 g31 B (Self-Enumeration) &1 Jfaem gt

- It will include caste enumeration, which has major policy implications.

- 399 Fnfa 3menfa worar Wt enfde gnft



3. Phases of Census 2027

STHTOTAT 2027 &6 TR0T

The census will be conducted in two phases:

Phase 1: Houselisting Operations (HLO)

- Collects data on housing conditions and amenities.

- TR &t fRaifa 3k gfaensit & sTAeR vasa 6 st 81

Phase 2: Population Enumeration

- Collects demographic details of individuals.

. fad) B STARIEIDIT DR Th B STt 2l

4. Digital Tools Introduced for Census
SO & feie dild fag e fBfsiea 3uamsor

The government launched four digital platforms.

Platform

Houselisting Block Creator (HLBC)

HLO Mobile App

Self-Enumeration Portal

Census Management & Monitoring
System (CMMS)

Purpose

Creates digital census blocks using
satellite imagery

Data collection by enumerators

Citizens submit data themselves

Centralised census monitoring

fafaies s &@iies 94T

TMOTATEHHT gRT 3¢1 U8
Al Wd TR FHA &

STAMUTAT WA WOTTe!



5. Self-Enumeration System

TI-TTOTET YOTT!
« Citizens can fill their data through the Self-Enumeration portal.

. AT¥e Self-Enumeration Tiéd U3 W BRI W THha &

- After submission, a Self-Enumeration ID (SE ID) will be generated.

« SAPBR STHT B B 91¢ Self-Enumeration ID RT g1

« This ID will help the enumerator verify the information.

« UE |D MUTATHRHT b1 SATABRT Fa1fd &1 7 Heg Bl

6. Role of Technology in Census

ST | debte bl YfrahT
- Digital platforms for Census were developed by C-DAC.
- STATOTAT & f3fsied WewiH C-DAC A faasfad fag|

- Satellite imagery will help create accurate geographic blocks.

. Aeerge AR A Teltd vimifaies &iie g41e STen |

- Mobile applications will enable real-time data collection and monitoring.

- HiaTset 00 @ e ergw a1 dug 3ik ARt v gt



* 7. Importance of Census for Governance
- MY & T ST0MET BT Hged

e Census data is used for:

* o Policy planning

« St T

* * Welfare schemes targeting

o HAUIBHR] I3 BT ag FHeRm
* o Resource allocation

o TG faaRom

e o Electoral delimitation




8. Census in India — Historical Facts

HRd | ST &1 sfdar™

Fact Details fgat

First Census in India 1872 (non-synchronous) Ugdil STATOTAT 1872
First synchronous census 1881 UE! GBI STATOTET
Census conducted every 10 years 109

Last completed census 201 3ifaw guf stETTOTaT 2011
Next census 2027 3Tt STATOTAET

9. Constitutional and Legal Basis
Haenfads a BTAT TR
Law Year fedt

Census Act 1948 SATOTET 3fefaaH 1948

Conducted by Registrar General & Census Commissioner VRd & ASER T RA



Exam

UPSC Prelims

SSC CGL

CDS Exam

Date

May 2025

Sept 2025

April 2025

Question

Census In India Is
conducted under
which Act?

How frequently Is
Census conducted
In India?

Who conducts the
Census in India?

Answer

Census Act 1948

Every 10 years

Registrar General
of India



Consider the following statements regarding Census in India:

1. Census 2027 will be India’s first fully digital census.
2. Census in India is conducted every 10 years.

3. The Census Act was enacted in 1950.

Which of the statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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India condoles Khamenei death
as Misri visits Embassy of Iran

The Supreme Leader was killed in US-Israel strikes; Jaishankar dials Iranian counterpart Araghchi; Iranian interlocutor
says Tehran is facing an ‘existential war’ and that access to the Strait of Hormuz for energy buyers remains uncertain

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

doled the death of

Iran's Supreme Lead-
er, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
who was assassinated in
the opening salvo of the
U.S.-Israel war on lran on
February 28.

Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri signed the book
of condolence that was
opened at the Embassy of
Iran here, as External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
held a round of telephone
conversation with his Ira-
nian counterpart, Seyed
Abbas Araghchi.

The outreach from India
coincided with remarks
from a senior Iranian inter-
locutor who announced
here that Iran is facing an
“existential war" and that
access to the Strait of Hor-
muz for energy buyers re-
mains uncertain in the cur-
rent circumstances.

“Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri visited the Em-
bassy of the Islamic Repu-
blic of Iran and signed the
condolence book, on be-
half of the people and the
Government of India, on
the demise of Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Syed Ali
Khamenei," said External
Affairs Ministry spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal.

India had so far re-
mained silent following the

l ndia on Thursday con-

Offering commiserations: Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri, on behalf of the Government of india, signed
the condolence book at the Embassy of Iran in New Delhi on Thursday. Al

assassination of Khamenei,

The conversations bet-
ween Indian and Iranian
officials coincided with se-
nior Iranian officials ex-
pressing disappointment
over India's unwillingness
to condemn the assassina-
tion of Khamenei as offi-
cials in the External Affairs
Ministry expressed disap-
pointment over Iran target-
ing oil tankers, which left
at least three Indian sailors
dead. The overall state of
current India-Iran relations
came up during the Jaish-
ankar-Araghchi telephone
conversation, with sources
indicating that India is urg-
ing for an “early cessation
of hostilities” and convey-
ing to all sides that safety of
Indian citizens in the West

Asian states and on oil
tankers near the Strait of

Hormuz is of utmost
interest,
Iranian strikes

A senior Iranian diplomat-
ic source, however, argued
that Tehran’s retaliation to
the U.S.-Israeli attacks was
“precise and deliberate”
and was aimed at the mili-
tary and intelligence assets
of its adversaries. The
blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz, the source said,
was part of Iran's strategy
to deal with the "existen-
tial threat” posed by the
U.S-Israel coalition. He
said that Iran’s relation
with India had been “con-
sistent” and that Iran ex-
pected that “third party”

like Israel or the U.S. would
never be able to influence
that relation. He expressed
disappointment that third
parties are at present a

reality in  India-Iran
relations.
“All our actions are

based on what we had told
our neighbours before the
beginning of the war, We
had told them that this is
what we would have to do
if your airbases and assets
are used to attack us,” said
the official pointing to the
attacks on US. military
bases in the West Asian
states and the choking of
the Strait of Hormuz. “We
stop attacks as soon as they
stop. We were pragmatic
and that is why we went for
negotiation with the US.

but now that they started
the war we are left with no
other strategy apart from
resisting. We have to resist
and that is our only strate-
gv." said the senior Iranian
official.

Explaining Iran's posi-
tion on the situation at the
Strait of Hormuz, he point-
ed to the insurance compa-
nies that are backing out of
extending insurance to car-
go vessels and said, "It is
not just Iran’s Army that
has closed the Strait of Hor-
muz.” He said there was a
moral and ethical require-
ment on every stakeholder
to condemn the killing of
Khamenei, saying, “We call
upon everyone, including
India, to condemn the kill-
ing of Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei. That they can
decapitate or assassinate
the head of another state at
will is a breach of law and
this breach of law is going
to haunt everyone.”

Trying to balance the in-
terest of the West Asian
states that host more than
a crore Indian expatriate
workers and Iran, which
controls the Strait of Hor-
muz, India has maintained
a cautious approach in the
conflict. Against this back-
drop, India has reached
out to multiple suppliers to
ensure that the energy
shockwave of the conflict is
absorbed without disrupt-
ing the Indian economy.



19 INDIAN BANKING BRANDS REPRESENT $47.8 BN IN TOTAL BRAND VALUE

SBI strongest Indian bank: Report

® HDFC Bank
most valuable
banking brand

CHRISTINA MONIZ
Mumbai, March 5

STATE BANK OF India (SBI)
has been ranked the 16th
strongest bank globally and
the only Indian name with
AAA+ rating, the highestacco

lade for brand strength,
according tothe 2026 Banking
500 journal released by brand
valuation consultancy Brand
Finance on Thursday.

The report also names
HDFC Bank as the most valu-
able Indian banking brand,
although it dropped seven
places to 31 from its
2025 ranking in the global
rankings.

SBI's brand value rose by
2% y-o0-y to reach $8.1 billion
as the bank claimed the 56th
spot (down from 49 last year)
among the most valuable
global brands. HDFC Bank’s
brand value saw a decline of
7% to reach $12.4 billion this
year, but it climbed fourplaces

GAINING GROUND GLOBALLY

Top 10 Indian banks in Brand Finance Banking 500 2026

Rank in 2026 Rank in 2025
vorc sank &
union Bank of ndia (LS  (@EXTID mindiaanks | At $12.4 bn, HOFC Bank leads Indian
Punjab National Bank eighthin banking brands globally in value
o Natonatsank  (@EEED) cighthin | banking brandg
Kotak Mahindra Bank  (ET-IUID value, ®SBlhasa ® ICICI Bank is the
: accounting brand strength fastest growing
Indian Bank m m for 2.7% ofthe  index (BSI) among top
Bank of India m ﬂn top bat.\king score of 91 three Indian
Gckokach aa par brand valkidd brands' value out of 100 banking brands
from 2025 to reach the 28th The report credits SBI'slat-  loans and broadened its retail  gap rapidly with large, estab-

rank for brand strength glob-
ally. ICICI Bank’s brand value
climbed by 19% to $5.5 bil-
lion, taking it six places ahead
of last year’s ranking to 76,
Indian banking brands
continue to gain ground glob-
ally, with 19 banks from the
country featured in the rank-
ings, collectively representing
$47.8 billion in brand value.

est performance to its contin-
ued diversification and digital
initiatives that have driven
customer acquisition, cross-
selling and higher transaction
volumes. HDFC Bank's perfor-
mance in the last year was
underpinned by its acquisition
of HDFC Limited in 2023,
which positioned thebankasa
direct provider of housing

product suite.
“India’sbanking sectorover
the last couple of years has
invested heavily in back-end
technology and CX (customer
experience) interfaces,
enabling a smoother engage-
ment with its vast customer
base. In our 2026 analysis, we
witniess mid-sized banks, both
public and private, closing the

lished private and public sector
banks, demonstrating the
power of technology to bring
services closer to end-cus-
tomers,” said Ajimon Francis,
managing director India for
Brand Finance, noting that the
brands to watch out for are
Canara Bank, Punjab National
Bank, Federal Bank and Yes
Bank,among others,



- State Bank of India (SBI) is ranked 16th strongest bank globally.

- It achieved AAA brand strength rating.
. 39 AAA dis Tef e At

- SBI's Brand Strength Index (BSI) score: 91/100.
- QT3S BT BSI TBR 91/100 ET

- SBI brand value increased 20% year-on-year to $8.1 billion.
- THEI3TE BT di8 Hod 20% dadr $8.1 fafeia= g mam




* Most Valuable Banking Brand in India
- YA BT GaQ YeId{ df b1 dis
* « HDFC Bank is the most valuable Indian banking brand.

e HDFC Bank YRd &1 Had Yedd™ CIcEd

* » Brand value: $12.4 billion.
e 7€ ge: $12.4 faferas|

* ¢ Global brand rapking; 31st in 2026 (down, from 24 in 2025).
o AfYPH ¥F: 2026 A 31T VI (2025 H 24d]) |




Bank

HDFC Bank

SBI

ICICI Bank

AXis Bank

Bank of Baroda
Union Bank of India
Punjab National Bank
Kotak Mahindra Bank
Indian Bank

Bank of India

Rank 2026
31
56
76
96
133
151
153
160
194
209

Rank 2025
24
49
82
98
139
160
177
140
222
238

e
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5. Fastest Growing Banking Brand
IGA A1t A 981 a1 dfepn gis

- ICICI Bank is the fastest-growing among top Indian banking brands.

- ICICI Bank 2§ WRdtg &) & Fad dsit @ 9¢4 a1 oS 2|

- Brand value increased by 19% to $5.5 billion.
- 918 Hed 19% dgadr $5.5 fafca= g )

6. Factors Behind Growth of Indian Banks
YR db1 I gfig &b BROT

- Digital banking expansion

- f&f5iea afem &1 fawr

- Strong retail banking products
- Hatgq few dfdn 3arg
- Technology investment in customer experience

- YTgd A9 B foiQ dep-iept fAader

- Mergers and acquisitions (e.g., HDFC Ltd-HDFC Bank merger 2023)
- faea 3R aifegor (3 2023 A vasiewdt fafies-vasivwdt d@ faw)



Top Public Sector Banks in India (by assets)

Rank

1

Bank

State Bank of India

Bank of Baroda

Punjab National Bank

Canara Bank

Union Bank of India

Largest Private Banks in India

Rank

1

Bank

HDFC Bank

ICICI Bank

Axis Bank

Kotak Mahindra Bank

Indusind Bank

WRd e d6
d@ 3iTe ggta
Y3 AR 9
Frds

IfFaa &

vagwt da
rgHtamgRae das
vfae &

led Afggr dd



Exam

RBI Grade B

SSC CGL

Banking Awareness

Date

July 2025

Sept 2025

Aug 2025

Question

Which bank is the largest

public sector bank in
India?

HDFC Bank belongs to
which sector?

Which institution
publishes the Banking 500
report?

Answer

State Bank of India

Private sector bank

Brand Finance



* Consider the following statements regarding Indian banking brands:

 State Bank of India is ranked among the strongest banks globally in the
Brand Finance Banking 500 Report 2026.

 HDFC Bank is the most valuable banking brand in India.

* ICICI Bank is the fastest growing Indian banking brand among the top
banks.

e Which of the statements are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1,2and3
D.1and 3 only



Chile Eliminates
Leprosy — Verified
by WHO



Topic

Country

Verified by

Last locally transmitted case

Years without local
transmission

Verification support

Global significance

Explanation

Chile became the first country
In the Americas to eliminate
leprosy as a public health
problem

World Health Organization
(WHO)

1993

More than 30 years

Evaluation by WHO and
PAHO experts

Major milestone in disease
control

e

Chile ? BB SRIUHE S TEURIS
°g ISTH QS BH A3 &
CHFHS S @Y TP dSFT T
TE TTF I

World Health Organization T
eSHe

RFET FET T IR 1993 T
cod

30 BHER AT ¢EgT FH
g T TR SURA

WHO 7 g PAHO Fic STAEH
T F S

L3 T F I HEEL
EETE




Aspect
Disease name
Bacterium

Disease type

Affected organs

Incubation period

Treatment

Details
Leprosy (Hansen’s disease)
Mycobacterium leprae

Chronic infectious disease

Skin, peripheral nerves,
eyes, respiratory mucosa

5—-20 years

Multi-Drug Therapy (MDT)

e
2Ny

BSEPRIS GEIGS Y

SoF, SE 9@ CFT o

5-20 &

0-coKl & ool (MDT)



Symptoms of Leprosy

B AT & AT

Symptoms f&dt

Skin lesions or patches T U7 g

Loss of sensation HaeAT & BHI

Nerve damage 4! B B

Muscle weakness Ry &1 BHR

Eye complications & & RN

WHO Criteria for Elimination

WHO gRI 334 @I ufrsT

Criteria Explanation fect

Elimination definition Less than 1 case per 10,000 10,000 @i W3 13 BH B
population

Monitoring Continuous surveillance required AR AR snaea®

Imported cases Country must detect and treat srenfda HE! &1 @fRd 3UaR

quickly



Countries that Eliminated Leprosy

Country Year Region
Jordan 2024 Asia
Chile 2026 Americas

Chile became first country in the Americas to achieve this status.

Global Leprosy Situation

Indicator Data
Global new cases per year ~200,000
Most affected region South-East Asia

Countries with highest cases India, Brazil, Indonesia

f&dt
EIED]
faret
EGH)
Gfd T eI 2 oIRE ATHA
gferor-qd gferan
HRd, d15itel, ga1afern



Fact ke

Leprosy Day is observed on the last  BIC 2K %3¢ o~ Stk S5 PRI
Sunday of January 2->B 3]

Discoverer of bacterium Dr. Gerhard Armauer Hansen

Leprosy also called Hansen’s Disease ?\'JK@ @% B FeSUSUH

Transmission Mainly through respiratory droplets



* Consider the following statements regarding leprosy:
* Leprosy is caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium leprae.

* Chile became the first country in the Americas verified by
WHO for eliminating leprosy as a public health problem.

* Leprosy mainly affects the lungs.
 Which of the statements are correct?

*A.1and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



Andhra Pradesh Launches Project HANUMAN to
Reduce Human—Wildlife Conflict



Topic
Scheme Name
Launched By

Launch Date

Occasion

Objective

State

Details
Project HANUMAN
Pawan Kalyan

3 March 2026
World Wildlife Day

Reduce human-wildlife
conflict

Andhra Pradesh

e
Pawan Kalyan

3 2026

.
~

World Wildlife Day §§
IACY T

EEFA-3lloed S FSH

Andhra Pradesh



Full Form of HANUMAN

HANUMAN T GRTATH
English f&dt

Healing And Nurturing Units for Monitoring, Aid and gasitay &Y fATR, TErRrar 3Rk dETe & fae Iuar 3k ueor
Nursing of Wildlife ghIgal

Objectives of Project HANUMAN
istae & 382

Objective fadt

Rapid response to wildlife emergencies gsita amurd fefaaY & @afia ufdfea
Rescue and rehabilitation of injured animals URIE gsial ot gara 3R gAata
Technological monitoring of wildlife movement gySial @t aaAtd! fATRET

Reduce human-animal conflict HIAG-UR[ HUY BH &A1

Protect biodiversity Sta fafaerar "zamor



Human-Wildlife Conflict in Andhra Pradesh

Indicator Data fedt

Incidents reported 2,107 cases (2025-26) 2,107 e
Compensation paid 24 crore T4 B3

Reason Habitat pressure, expansion of agriculture, wildlife TG a1d, By fazdr

entering settlements

Compensation for Victims

Category Compensation fet
Death due to animal attack 210 lakh HG IR %10 oA
Injury 22 lakh R 811 UR 2 &1Rd

Livestock loss As per market value TR b AT BT dloTR Hed



Important Facts about Human-Wildlife Conflict (Exam Oriented)

Topic

Major conflict animals in India

Main causes

Most affected states

Details

Elephant, leopard, tiger, wild boar

Habitat loss, urbanisation, agriculture

expansion

Karnataka, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Assam

Important Conservation Programmes in India

Programme

Project Tiger (1973)

Project Elephant (1992)

Project Snow Leopard (2009)

Project Dolphin (2020)

Focus

Tiger conservation

Elephant protection

Himalayan ecosystem

River dolphin conservation

f&dt
greft, dgar, s

3T fa=mer

HATCEH, HERTS;

T8 I&01
greft FRafor
fem dgarm TRgor

Sifeth- T&0T



Topic
Day
Date

Declared by

Year Declared

Purpose

Linked Convention

Details
World Wildlife Day
3 March

United Nations General
Assembly

2013 (68th session of
UNGA)

Awareness for wildlife and
biodiversity conservation

CITES

e
World Wildlife Day

3 T

United Nations General
Assembly

2013

Hoed T TUT T o

CITES



Theme of World Wildlife Day 2026
faea a=rsita fgaxw 2026 &1 fasa

Theme

“Medicinal and Aromatic Plants: Conserving Health,

f&dt

Heritage and Livelihoods" Hgor"

“3ffwefty ga griftia ute: warea, favraa 3k snsifadsT &1

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES)

Feature

Full form

Year signed

Implemented

Headquarters

Purpose

Details

Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora

1973

1975

Geneva, Switzerland

Regulate international trade in endangered
species

f&dt
AT St & ARG ATIR TR FHAA

1973
1975



Biodiversity and Medicinal Plants in India

Indicator Data

Biodiversity status India is a mega-biodiverse country
Share of global biodiversity ~7%

Total plant species ~45,000

Medicinal plant species ~15,000

Plants used in traditional medicine ~8,000

f&dt

HRd T ATT-arATSraasd 32
dfeaes sta fafdera &1 7%
T 45,000 utelt Bt wefaal
T 15,000 3fteitr dte

T 8,000 aitweity die)

Traditional Indian Medicine Systems Using Plants

System &t
Ayurveda g
Siddha fag
Unani ATt

Folk medicine e fafden



Conservation Methods in India

Type Example fect
In-situ conservation Medicinal Plant Conservation Areas (MPCAs) UTpfdd 3ard | J&0T
Ex-situ conservation National Seed Gene Bank AT ST F STER TREOT

India has 115 Medicinal Plant Conservation Areas (MPCAS).

Seed Gene Bank Facts

Feature Data f&dt

Function Long-term preservation of plant genetic resources qtef & St T80T
Medium-term storage 5-25 years 5-25 a9
Storage temperature 0-5°C 0-5°C

Long-term storage -10°C to -20°C -10°C ¥ -20°C



Consider the following statements regarding World Wildlife Day:
World Wildlife Day is celebrated on 3 March.
The day commemorates the signing of the CITES convention.

India accounts for about 7% of global biodiversity.

Which of the statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



Word of the day

Pithy:

concise and full of meaning

Synonymes: short, crisp, to the point

Usa g€ The article ends with a pithy
comment.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/pithypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pi6i/

Word of the day

Irascible:
quickly aroused to anger

Synonyms: fiery, bad-tempered, irritable

Usa g€ His irascible nature made him
difficult to work with.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/irasciblepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /1raesibal/

a

— N
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.



Thank you ©




