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BIG DISCOUNT
FESTIVAL

~ 10%0FF

GK-G S+

+CURRENT AFFAIRS
2025-26 GOMEQ

BY BHUNESH SIR | geT 10% |OFF CODE:B10

INCLUDES:

e COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE
e | JAN 2025—-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS)

l FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY, DEFENCE '




@ Class24 *,"“ s Home Exams -  Current Affairs Buyacourse v Blog LiveTest Scholarship Test TestSeries v  Aboutus

GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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UPSC adds more
norms for Civil
Services aspirants

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Union Public Services
Commission has expanded
the restrictions on applying
for the Civil Services Exam-
ination from 2026 for can-
didates who are allotted
the Indian Police Service or
any other Central Services
Group “A", said the notifi-
cation for the 2026 exam is-
sued on Wednesday.

The notification said the
UPSC was looking to fill ap-
proximately 933 vacancies
this year, of which 33
would be reserved for Per-
sons with Benchmark Dis-
ability.

While keeping the res-
trictions for those already
allotted the Indian Admi-
nistrative Service or the In-
dian Foreign Service in past
CSEs unchanged, it intro-
duced a set of conditions. A
candidate allotted any of
these services in the CSE
2026 would be eligible for
the CSE 2027 if they are
granted an exemption from
training for that service by
the “authority concerned”.

The notification added
that the candidate would
be eligible for grant of one-
time exemption only from
joining the training in or-
der to enable him/her to
appear in CSE-2027, It ad-

A notification sa
that the conditions

will apply to those
allotted IPS or any
‘Group A’ service

ded that such a candidate
should join the training for
“foundation course only”.

Further, the notification
said that such candidates
would not be allowed to ap-
pear in CSE 2028 or any
subsequent CSEs "unless
he/she resigns from the al-
located service”.

One-time opportunity
The notification said that

candidates who had been
allotted any service based
on CSE 2025 or earlier
years, would have “a one-
time opportunity” to ap-
pear either in this year's ex-
amination or the one for
2027 without having to re-
sign from their service,

If their aim was to use
their remaining attempts
for CSE 2028 or subsequent
exams, they would have to
follow the resignation rule,
the UPSC said.

The notification said
that this set of conditions
would apply to those being
allotted Indian Police Ser-
vice or any Central Service
categorised as Group A.



UPSC has expanded restrictions on appearing in the Civil Services Examination (CSE) from 2026 for
candidates who get allotted IPS or any other Central Services Group ‘A’ / UPSC A 2026 ¥ CSE # &54
& FAaui/mfdee &1 gRRT 96RIT 8—3IE IPS AT 31T Bgi JaT (Group ‘A') 3dfed IFigarT IR @y &nm|
The notification (for CSE 2026) says these conditions apply to those allotted IPS or any Group ‘A’
service. | 3IfEGEAT (CSE 2026) ® weT M1 & fdb & 2ref IPS a7 fasat vt Group ‘A’ JaT 3Tdfed IMIGaRI R @],
gt

Vacancies mentioned: about 933 posts, including 33 reserved for Persons with Benchmark
Disabilities (PwBD). / Rferdar: @y 933 ug, f3iA 33 ue PWBD (Persons with Benchmark Disabilities)
& fiiq 3Rfgid ga e 8|

Earlier restrictions for candidates already allotted IAS/IFS in past CSEs remain unchanged. / IAS/IFS
UEa & Meifea AR & fare R wfdael & aaera Tet fsam mar 1



New conditions explained (CSE 2026 onwards) /95 2Id (CSE 2026 &)

If a candidate is allotted IPS/Group ‘A’ through CSE 2026, they may be eligible for CSE 2027 only if the

“authority concerned” grants them exemption from training for that service. / If¢ CSE 2026 3

IPS/Group ‘A’ 31Tdfed grar &, df CSE 2027 ® da &t urAdr avt gt s1d “eifeia unfeaszor 33 et & gfeigror
I B gl

The notification adds that such a candidate should join training for “foundation course only”. /
YT P AR U IFHIGAR bl UfIGUT | “dhdel BI3s2AH B Siigd BT &Nl

They will NOT be allowed to appear in CSE 2028 or any subsequent CSE unless they resign from the

allocated service. /| CSE 2028 T 33 d1G &1 fdsat Wt CSE A &6 &t 3/Afd &l &nil, 319 ddb IFHIGaR
dfed AT A NI (resign) 7 ¢




One-time opportunity for already-allotted candidates | Ugat & 3iTdféd 3wigaRl 8 Tdb-dR &I

AqIR
e Candidates allotted any service through CSE 2025 or earlier get a “one-time opportunity” to appear
either in this year's exam or in 2027 without resigning. / CSE 2025 7 333 Uga fddt Jar 7 amdfeéd
IFteaR) Bl “Tas IR” fdAT resign fobw 57 a9 &6t uten a1 2027 A 67 &7 /a3 fAa|
e |f they want to use remaining attempts for CSE 2028 or later, they must follow the resignation rule. /

Ifd d CSE 2028 IT 3T AY YATHT BT YN &BAT T, dl resign fAIH w1 g1l



Topic

UPSC constitutional basis

PwBD (benchmark disability)

Group ‘A’ (concept)

Foundation Course (context)

What changed (core)

Key facts (English)

UPSC is a constitutional body; Public Service
Commissions are covered under Articles 315-323
of the Constitution. (upsc.gov.in)

“Benchmark disability” is generally 40% or more;
RPwD Act, 2016 provides at least 4% reservation
in government jobs for persons with benchmark
disabilities (Section 34).

Group ‘A’ broadly refers to higher-level officer
posts/managerial roles in government
classification. (The Economic Times)

Foundation Course is the common initial training
module for many services (before service-specific
training).

New restriction focuses on candidates allotted
IPS/Group ‘A’: CSE 2028 onwards requires
resignation from allocated service to re-appear.

W ¥ SHindi)

UPSC 55 GHRPFS F5dd UIREE &oHlS FHEH
dipsc.gov.in)

R RGeS AIC: yeetTeeice eI row i R K

RPWD Act, 2016 352 BESKI GUSSEE SENEHERED
STEGEE o9 SUw { bection 34)5

Group ‘A" R RAGHSITE doBB WETUb Tl
IR STRARES IR e T © <o FEThe

Economic Times)

OTEFE S THHS T A 59 BES 06 o
FIC oL G U BREG 53 (Kic GoobespEH

OS3RT Sd Io> IPS/Group ‘A’ © 3FFF¢ e
CSE 2028+ @ S U™ P gkIgSresign ST
LASHIFE


https://upsc.gov.in/about-us/constitutional-provisions/article-315-public-service-commissions-union-and-states?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://upsc.gov.in/about-us/constitutional-provisions/article-315-public-service-commissions-union-and-states?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://m.economictimes.com/jobs/government-jobs/what-are-group-a-b-c-and-d-jobs-in-the-government-sector-a-quick-breakdown/articleshow/117488912.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://m.economictimes.com/jobs/government-jobs/what-are-group-a-b-c-and-d-jobs-in-the-government-sector-a-quick-breakdown/articleshow/117488912.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com

SC flags States’ preference for
‘ad-hoc’ DGP appointments

CJHed Bench says States are opting for Acting’ police chiefs of their choice in violation of 2006

verdict, directs UPSC to approach top court if process for appointing regular DGPs is delayed

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday ob-

served that States
were avoiding appoint-
ment of regular Directors-
General of Police (DGPs)
with a fixed tenure of two
years, opting instead for
“Acting” police chiefs of
their choice in violation of
a 20-year-old top court
judgment.

The court, in a 2006
judgment in the Prakash
Singh case, had made it
clear that the office of DGP
should be divorced from
political or other external
pressures and cautioned
governments against mix-
ing politics and law
enforcement.

It had invoked its ex-
traordinary powers under
Article 142 to direct that
DGPs must be selected by
States from among the
three senior-most and mer-
itorious officers empa-
nelled by the Union Public
Service Commission
(UPSC). The court had
thrown out the “concept”
of Acting DGPs. It had held
that State police chiefs
should have a minimum
fixed tenure of two years.

There are several States which
keep on delaying the submission of
proposals for appointment of regular DGPs in

total disregard of the direction

L~

of the Supreme Court in the

Prakash Singh case... An

ad-hoc arrangement by

appointing an Acting DGP

is preferred
SUPREME COURT

-—

Th | KT

Subsequent top court
orders in July 2018 and
March 2019 detailed the
appointments mechanism,
which included the State
concerned sending a pro-
posal to the UPSC three
months ahead of the retire-
ment of the incumbent
DGP. The UPSC would pre-
pare a panel of suitable of-
ficers. The State would ap-
point one of the
empanelled officers as
DGP “immediately”,

On Thursday, the UPSC
informed a Bench headed

by Chief Justice of India Su-

rya Kant that the reality on
the ground hardly resem-
bled the process envisaged
in the 2006 judgment.
The Bench was hearing
the case of Telangana,
where the UPSC said the

last regular DGP retired
about nine years ago, in
November 2017. The State
had not forwarded any
proposals to initiate the ap-
pointment of a regular
DGP, choosing to carry on
with ‘Acting’ DGPs. “A
State will send a proposal
only when it wants to ap-
point a certain officer,”
Chief Justice Kant said.

Meritorious officers

The court said many meri-
torious and senior police
officers had lost their op-
portunity at becoming
DGPs owing to the “inordi-
nate delay” shown by State
governments to send pro-
posals to the UPSC. “There
are several States which
keep on delaying the sub-
mission of proposals for

appointment of regular
DGPs in total disregard of
the direction of the Su-
preme Court in the Pra-
kash Singh case.. An ad-
hoc arrangement by ap-
pointing an Acting DGP is
preferred,” the Bench
observed.

The court said the UPSC
should not fall into ploys of
the States. The Bench di-
rected the Commission to
write to States to send
timely proposals for ap-
pointment of regular DGPs
whenever such an occa-
sion arises in the future.
The Bench gave the UPSC
liberty to approach the Su-
preme Court in case the
States chose to ignore such
communication,

“Then necessary conse-
quences, including ac-
countability of those res-
ponsible for the delay
would follow,” the court
observed in its order.

Noting that there was a
“serious lapse” on the part
of Telangana in not send-
ing a timely proposal to the
UPSC, it gave the Commis-
sion four weeks to hold
meetings and make the re-
commendations to the Te-
langana government on
the appointment of a regu-
lar DGP.




Level / Rank

Director General of Police
(DGP)

Additional DGP (ADGP)

Inspector General (IG)

Deputy Inspector General
(DIG)

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP)

Superintendent of Police
(SP)

Additional SP (Addl. SP)

Deputy SP / Assistant SP

Role (English + Hindi
together)

Head of State Police /EET

State-level wing head /|
DY T %W &%

Zonal/Range supervision /

Range/sector command /
BUIES o 5B

Large district policing / 05

District head /2RI &/IG
&%

~

Assists SP / SP Sd gUKRIS

Sub-division / 2 BXFT
SR

Service required (approx.)

30-35 years

25-30 years

20-25 years

14-18 years

10-14 years

6—10 years

4—-6 years

Entry—4 years

Salary (X/month, approx.)

%2,25,000 (fixed)

X2,05,400

X1,82,200

X1,44,200

X1,18,500

78,800 —X1,18,500

67,700 —X78,800

356,100 -X67,700



Non-Gazetted Officers (State Police)

Level | Rank

Inspector

Sub-Inspector (Sl)

Assistant Sub-Inspector

(ASI)

Head Constable

Constable

Role (English + Hindi together)

Police Station head / &A1 Wt

Investigation & operations /Sia @
BEIGE]

Supervisory support / GZdgor
HEIAT

Senior constable duties | aRs
BT

Field policing / At gfera wrf

How promotions typically work (Quick view)

Entry Route

UPSC (IPS)

State PSC [ Recruitment

Time + Performance

Service required
(approx.)

8-12 years

Entry-8 years

Entry-6 years

5-10 years

Entry

Promotion Path (English + Hindi together)

Salary (¥/month, approx.)

¥44 900 - 54,000

¥35,400 - 344,900

229,200 - %35,400

225,500 - 229,200

221,700 - 225,500

ASP = SP = SSP = DIG = IG = ADGP - DGP /[ UPSC & IPS %4

S| - Inspector - DySP (limited) / 350 da1 & BH® ygI=ifa

ACR, training, vacancies matter / &1 3rafel + ugefd



Supreme Court flagged that many States are avoiding appointment of regular DGPs (with fixed 2-
year tenure) and prefer “Acting/Ad-hoc DGPs"” of their choice, which goes against the 2006
Prakash Singh judgment. | g9iH BI¢ 1 Bl fdb w3 I fFafdd DGP (BH-T-FH 2 a9 &1 fAfeda
BRIPBIA) fgad B3 A 99 3R € 3R 379+1 uzig & “Acting/Ad-hoc DGP” T @ —Ig 2006 & WbIRI Ag
et & fausid 21

Prakash Singh (2006) directions (core idea): DGP post must be insulated from political/external
pressures; "Acting DGP" concept was rejected; selection should be from UPSC-empanelled officers
(among 3 senior-most & meritorious). / W12l fAE (2006) fAd2r: DGP ug &' ATHIfdes /€183t garal &
31T 3T ST1T; Acting DGP @5t 3[a&RUT 3Rt R; T4 UPSC gRT empanel fdhT T8 I & 3 aRssan @
AeTet) ferapiRal 7 I

Court noted later orders (2018 & 2019) laid down the mechanism: States should send proposal to
UPSC 3 months before the incumbent DGP's retirement; UPSC prepares a panel; State must appoint
one immediately. / B¢ A gdraT fis 2018 3R 2019 & 332Nl A Ufcham T §8: adHA DGP &1 daifAqgfd &
3 HIg Ugal 5T UPSC &I YT Wat; UPSC 8Ad 941T; I3 qid fAgfad &2



UPSC told the CJI-led Bench that ground reality doesn’t match the process envisioned in 2006. /
UPSC A CJI-Aq drei! Uls @t adran o arafae fRRifa 2006 & a1 wfsear st &t &1
Example flagged (Telangana): UPSC said the last regular DGP retired in Nov 2017; the State did not
forward proposals and continued with Acting DGPs; remark: proposals are sent “only when a State
wants to appoint a particular officer.” [ 3g1g0T (dw™HT): UPSC & IIR 3ifdw fAafdd DGP Fawr 2017
H JarfAqd g3m; I A YdTa &l Wat 3R Acting DGPs & BTH I, fewuft: s “avt yRdTa WaidT & 519
fasait TRT 31fEBRY B (Agad BRATEN "
Impact on merit: SC said many senior/meritorious officers lose chance to become DGP due to
inordinate delay by States in sending proposals. | TTa: 2T BT AATEPR 3 B BRUT g aiRSS /Aemat
31fepIRT BT DGP g7 BT AR &4 Tar &1
Directions now:
e UPSC must write to States to send timely proposals whenever DGP appointment occasion
arises. | UPSC 331 &1 U faidds 0T UR YdTd ¥l bl Hal
« UPSC can approach the Supreme Court if States ignore the communication. / Afé I 9 @M dt
UPSC @ g4t BIE 5T &t Bel
« Court warned of consequences & accountability for delay. / 23 TR ufRomm 3R sTargegt aa gntl

e In Telangana matter, UPSC was given 4 weeks to hold meetings and make recommendations to

the State for regular DGP appointment. / A@TTHT ATHA H UPSC &t 4 TIE B §5 &R fTwiRel 27 o)
PhEll
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India, GCC nations
sign terms of
reference for FTA

Appropriate that we enter a robust trading arrangement for greater free

flow of goods and services, and predictability, stability to policy: Goyal

NEW DELHI

epresentatives of
Rlndia and the six-
nation Gulf Coop-

eration Council (GCC) on
Thursday signed the Terms
of Reference for negotia-
tions on a free trade agree-
ment (FTA). The GCC
countries are together In-
dia’s largest merchandise
trade partners, with total
merchandise trade exceed-
ing that done with even the
EU and the U.S.

The Terms of Reference
(ToR) were signed by In-
dia’s chief negotiator for
the FTA, Additional Secre-
tary Ajay Bhadoo, and his
counterpart representing
the Secretariat General of
the Gulf Cooperation
Council, Raja Al Marzouki.
The signing of the ToR is a
necessary precursor for
the start of formal negotia-
tions. The GCC countries

The GCC countries are together
India's largest merchandise
trade partners,

are Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and the UAE.

“It is most appropriate
that we now enter into a
much stronger and robust
trading arrangement,
which will enable a greater
free flow of goods and ser-
vices, bring predictability
and stability to policy, help
encourage greater degree
of investments and take
our bilateral relations bet-
ween the six nation GCC

group and India to greater
heights,” Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal, who presided over
the signing, said in his
speech.

Bilateral benefit
Mr. Goyal pointed out that
the two sides could signifi-
cantly benefit from each
other, with India’s work-
force both within the GCC
countries as well as in In-
dia standing to gain from
the eventual agreement.
“The GCC countries can
help us with further diver-
sification and growth of
our energy sources, oppor-
tunities for our youth, and
massive amounts of invest-
ments that different coun-
tries have already commit-
ted at different points of
time, which will further get
an impetus with a free
trade agreement between
India and the GCC na-
tions,” he added.




India, GCC agree on terms
of free trade agreement

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, February 5

INDIAAND THE six-nation Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) on
Thursday signed the terms of
reference (ToR) for a free trade
agreement (FTA), setting the
framework for negotiations
that would follow.

The discussions on the
FTA with GCC have been
going on for two decades and
now finally reached the ToR
stage, ready to take-off more
than two decades after the
first attempt was made.

The ToR establishes the
framework, scope, objectives,
and procedures for the nego-
tiations.The signing of ToR is
the first step for negotiations
to begin.

“Itis mostappropriate that
we now enter into a much
stronger and robust trading
arrangement whichwillenable
greater free flow of goods and
services, bring predictability
and stability to policy, help
encourage greater degree of
investments and take our
bilateral relations between the
six nation GCC group and
India togreaterheights,”Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said at the sign-
ing of the ToR.

The agreement is crucial

GREATER HEIGHTS

India-Gulf Cooperation Council

(GCC) merchandise trade

($ billion) mm Exports s Imports

" <
)
] I

2023-24

43.9

2021-22  2022-23

because when it comes to just
goods trade the GCC — that
includes Saudi Arabia, United
Arab Emirates, Oman, Qatar,

Bahrain and Kuwait — is
India’s biggest partner,
The  bilateral trade

between two sides totalled
$178.56 billion in 2024-25
with India’s exports at
$58.87 billionand importsat
$121.68 billion.

The agreement with the
GCC will further strengthen
our relations both on geopo-
litical and trading elements,
will help draw greater
amounts of investments, cre-
ate job opportunities,encour-
age the food security and

M Bilateral
trade between
the two sides
totalled
$178.56 billion
in 2024-25

2024-25  2025-26°

*April-November

energy security of both the
GCC nations and India, the
ministeradded.

“We already have about 10
million Indians living and
working in the GCC region,
helping power the economies
of the GCC and working as a
living bridge between our
societies, between our
nations,” he added.

Among the GCC nations,
India already has signed FTAs
with UAE, Oman and is in dis-
cussions with Qatar for laying
the ground for negotiations to
begin. Even with Bahrain, draft
ToR has been exchanged for ini-
tiation of negotiations on the
Comprehensive Economic Part-

nership Agreement (CEPA).

In August 2004, Indiaand
GCC signed a Framework
Agreement on Economic
Cooperation, paving the way
for FTA talks. In 2006 and
2008, two rounds of negotia-
tions were held. In 2009, the
GCCdeferred its negotiations
with all countries.

The UAE is India’s biggest
trade partner in the GCC
with bilateral trade of $100
billion followed by Saudi
Arabia at $41.8 billion. It is
an important source of For-
eign Direct Investment (FDI)
with inflows totalling $31
billion between April 2000
and September 2025.
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“~ Formation

+ Founded: 25 May 1981
» Headquarters: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

@" Objectives
« Economic integration (trade, customs, investment)
« Political & security coordination
« Common market & mobility for citizens
e Cultural & social cooperation
« Energy coordination (oil, gas, renewables)

m Key Institutions

» Supreme Council - Heads of State (top decision-making body)
» Ministerial Council — Foreign Ministers

« Secretariat General — Administrative arm

& Economic Snapshot
« Among the richest regions globally (per capita)
« Major global players in oil & gas
« Strong push towards diversification (Vision 2030, fintech, tourism, Al, renewables)



India and the six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) signed the Terms of Reference (ToR) to
start negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA). / WRd 31k Bg ¢2if a1@ GCC A FTA ardf & &7
& fAT Terms of Reference (ToR) TR g&1&R fbU|

GCC countries named: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, UAE. / GCC &2I: &3, $dd,
3HHE, PR, THal 314, Jus |

The GCC countries together are India’s largest merchandise trade partners, and their total
merchandise trade with India is stated to be more than India’s trade with the EU and the U.S. / GCC
3oI AR HRA & R 93 I5-ATIR HTIGR &; 0 & IR $4d1 $ol AR EU 31R U.S. 31t 31feiaw &1
ToR was signed by India’s chief negotiator Ajay Bhadoo (Additional Secretary) and GCC Secretariat
representative Raja Al Marzouki. / ToR UR YRd &' 3iR & 3151 Hq (Additional Secretary) 3tk GCC
fdarerar bt 3R J AT 3T A3Ieh! 1 &d18R fbg|

ToR signing is described as a necessary precursor for starting formal negotiations. / ToR UR 8Xd1&R
3itoaniRes araf [ &= B 3maRgd gd-2rd gl

Commerce & Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said a robust trading arrangement can improve free flow
of goods & services and bring predictability and policy stability. / TRI¥ TRId & AR Halgd ATIR
ARYT & X 31 -Tan3i &1 Hard vaTg g 3R Aifd & gafgaadr a f&Rar gt

Bilateral benefit points: India’s workforce (in GCC and in India) can gain; GCC can support India in
energy diversification, youth opportunities, and investments, with FTA giving added impetus. /
U @M YR BT BRIGA (GCC B i 31k WRa A Hl) @naif<ad; GCC WIRd &t 33511 fafaerar, Jarsil & 31awR,
31k fAder A Aee &R Jbdr e—FTA A 23 71fd fAw



Bilateral trade (India—GCC) in 2024-25: $178.56 billion (Exports $58.87 bn, Imports $121.68 bn). /
2024-25 A HRAd-GCC fguaila uR: $178.56 3R4 (fFAd $58.87 314, AT $121.68 3R4) |

About 10 million Indians live and work in the GCC region, acting as a bridge between societies and
economies. / GCC &3 | @I 1 BRAS HRATT I8d-BTH B4 &, St JHTsH-3refarazensit & &g Aq 8

Among GCC nations, India already has FTAs with UAE and Oman; talks are on with Qatar; with
Bahrain, a draft ToR has been exchanged for CEPA negotiations. /| GCC 22if & WRd &% UAE 3iRR 3°H &
A1 FTA &; ek A Tdf I I8 ; 983 & 1 CEPA a1df 8q ST9¢ ToR T 3TGH-UGH g3 &

UAE is India’'s biggest GCC trade partner with bilateral trade of $100 bn, followed by Saudi Arabia at
$41.8 bn. / GCC ® YR &1 A d3T ATUR-TTEER UAE ($100 3Rd) 8, 53 d1C A3al 3Rd ($41.8 3R4d) |
The article notes earlier history: Framework Agreement on Economic Cooperation (Aug 2004); two
negotiation rounds in 2006 & 2008; GCC deferred negotiations in 2009. / ®& A sfdgr: 3mfele T AT
Had JHSIAT (37 2004); 2006 g 2008 H &I I3S; 2009 | GCC A arar RAfid B



Year

2021-22

2022-23

2023-24

2024-25

2025-26*

Exports (India -
GCC)

43.9

51.3

56.3

56.8

37.8

Imports (GCC -
India)

110.7

113.2

105.3

121.6

383.4

% @

OIEMER HEET
Jmports higher) /
Cdde RS

exports up /I 09

imports dipped / © I ¢
csd

imports rose sharply /
S T BHFIw

*April-November /
 stRI-S3HTET



Theme

ToR (Terms of Reference)

FTA (Free Trade Agreement)

GCC (regional grouping)

Why GCC matters to India

Expected negotiation focus (typical
FTA)

Key facts (English)

Sets scope, objectives, chapters,
process, timelines, and negotiating
structure for talks.

Agreement to reduce/eliminate

tariffs & ease trade in goods/services;

often includes rules of origin,
standards, dispute settlement.

A Gulf regional bloc; members
include Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, UAE.

Strong trade linkages; major energy
partnership; large Indian workforce
presence; investment potential.

Goods tariffs, services, investment,
customs facilitation,
standards/technical barriers,
government procurement
(sometimes), IPR (sometimes).

®E ¥ SHindi)

FEHST TREIEES 0 ¥ TIAVBEIZI
SHE TR G ITEREeRoH 3 TRl o1 ST
U

BT ESEEA 55 [ TETI R
¢ SISPPRASAIR § ¥ Rules of Origin,
WS BIFKE BT IS CHRKIS

T 785 59 QXRIIG ¢ pah USRS
FHF S0 T R0 7 o6 Q00
WS

~

% 7P DSTEckT IR0 7 obGeTSeoibrl
(576 FoRFeeal SARUT &7 Aol H3E

AET G [ SRR HEL] CoxFERRT
WWW gif EERTIISE st
WEEEGDEWPRE'



Year/Date . . _ -
Exam (Memory-based) Type Question (English) s0 SHindi) Answer

“‘Rules of Origin” are important

in FTAs because they: (a) fix FTA%gERules of Origin” vo

gEaﬁrcr:]sCSE ﬁgggd()memory— Eﬂ;sn;gry_ exchange rate (b) prevent tariff mﬁ”'g ?ﬁw)wwfgﬁ% (b)
circumvention (c) decide voting éﬂ) ' K?~ B ARG
rights (d) regulate migration SHKIe® FIME

UPSC CSE 2020 (memory- Memory- Which is a regional grouping in

Prelims based) based  the Gulf region? ¢k 8% 59 gl grmI s o GCC

FTA mainly aims at: (a) raising
2021 (memory- Memory- tariffs (b) reducing tariffs (c)
based) based banning imports (d)

nationalising trade

FTAST W &E59 ) B
09TSD) Blg < TIR) © e (b)
SR o) DTSRI ST SIS TR

SSC CGL (GA)

. Balance of Payments: Current Account
Banking 2019 (memory-  Memory- o nces are recorded under  2TEo° SRATs IBBERE B T ¢IE (secondary
(IBPS/SBI) based) based ) °C) .

which account? X income/transfer)
Tariff = customs
Railway/Defence 2018 (memory- Memory- Tariff vs Non-tariff barriers— S0 OSRT ORUl  FRRR—gUk duty; NTB =
(GS/Eco) based) based identify correct pair/fexamples.  &cauER RRE guotas/standards

etc.



* As per the article, GCC countries together are:
A. India’s smallest trade partners

B. India’s largest merchandise trade partners

C. Only services trade partners

D. Only defense partners



Dubai Loop (Underground
Transport System






Dubai Loop

High-speed all-electric underground transportation system

— FIS] STAQE w— Second stage

ICD Brookfield
Place

' ’ Bur) Khalila

DIFC 2

Zaboeol Dubai

DOWNTOWN Mall Parking

& DUBAI




Aspect

Project Name

Announcing Authority
Announcement Platform

Developer / Technology Provider

Global Position

Obijective

Details (English + Hindi together)

Dubai Loop — Underground high-speed transport system
/ SQIT @ — R T U eRRIUE s{dtle

Roads and Transport Authority (RTA), Dubai / @I B
S FESHQ ARG RTA)

World Government Summit / AT VSR FRele

The Boring Company (tunnelling technology) / ¢ E5F
ST F O 75 5T

Second city after Las Vegas to implement Loop system /
e G 35 M TF S a < oIS TS SRk GLLE ¢ UT

Reduce congestion, faster urban mobility, point-to-point
travel / S § TRI ST TUSA S CUITR SRPICIT g5k




Parameter
Total Network Length

Total Stations

Phase-1 Coverage

Phase-1 Length
Phase-1 Stations

Phase-1 Completion

Details (English + Hindi together)

22.2 km / 22.2%8 TEA%EH

19 stations / 19 as¢®

Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) to Dubai
Mall / DIFC &0 E WFT

6.4 km / 6.4%5%%k
4 stations / 4 asg®

1-2 years (expected) / 1-2 AFR BIHE =1




Economic Aspect
Total Project Cost

Phase-1 Cost

Cost Efficiency

Economic Rationale

Urban Economics Impact

Details (English + Hindi together)

~$681 million / TUHY SEETARETS

~$163 million / TUHY SBTC AFEIITS

Underground system reduces land acquisition costs /
FRAT > 5{ I SHRI AR RUR Ve S

Saves time, reduces congestion cost, boosts
productivity / @I IGel & § TVe Y& el
&TACT AR

Improves business district connectivity and tourism
flow /%DH?ZEE 3225 S BEAAse > 8 eI s
(B!

~




Capacity & Speed

Feature Details (English + Hindi together)

Initial Capacity ~13,000 passengers/day [ @™ 13,000 vt wfafea

Full Operational Capacity Up to 30,000 passengers/day / 3if&iesaw 30,000 amEt wfafga

Vehicle Type Electric vehicles (EVs) / gdfagd aga

Max Speed Up to 160 km/h / 3ifeiasaw 160 faswifeer

Stops Point-to-point travel, no intermediate stops / Uige-g-uige amEl, €t
" ®1g =g 98

Technology & Features

Aspect Details (English + Hindi together)

Core Technology Tunnel-based transport system / 24& 3nenfia Ragd yoret

Tunnel Type One-directional underground tunnels / T&-fgemaTas yfima Jm

Energy Source Electric mobility (low emissions) / safag® wifdfae! (A 351)

Automation Level High automation potential / 3& TaaTe @1 THTGAT

Sustainability Supports clean & smart transport vision / e d FIE URdg g &1 wHel



India Develops Lead-Free
Self-Powered Photodetector




CyAgBiBr,
I-Tn)
F10

Stable under repeated-photocycles,-prolonged illumination,
humid, elevated temperature and ambient conditions
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Aspect

Development

Nature of Device

Power Requirement

Core Function

Details (English + Hindi together)

India has developed a lead-free, self-powered photodetector

| TR SIBE-3, SUA-T odd ¢ AGPRIe [HAGHE Gl

Environment-friendly, stable, long-term performance /
TIGRERER BEEI cesBoPRIS AH U sTTS

Operates without external power supply /0% OdUEER
Al Je B S5 SIS Hed U

Converts light into electrical signals / $3d¢ A HISHF GESEHA
EEERRTSE SHeT W




Parameter

Lead Institution

Collaborating Institute

Administrative Status

Journal Published In

Details (English + Hindi together)

ARCI, Hyderabad | gamzatang, 2evarg
IIT Hyderabad | 3néansdet g

ARCI is an autonomous institute under Department of Science and Technology
(DST) / ARCI, fasi wd siteifiieht favmr (DST) & asicfa s e

Solar Energy (Elsevier) | Solar Energy (Elsevier)

Material Science & Technology

Aspect

Key Material Used

Why Lead-Free

Traditional Issue

Charge Transport

Details (English + Hindi together)

Cs.AgBiBr, (lead-free double perovskite) / Cs,AgBiBr, (@S-%! sad
RaBEe)

Avoids lead toxicity & environmental risk / ®8 faurarar a gafazoila sty &
qurd

Lead-based perovskites degrade & are toxic / @8-3neni¥a tRepge AfeR
fada

Efficient charge separation | eI 9151 Jerahvl



Design & Fabrication Innovation

Feature

Architecture
Transport Layers
Electrodes

Manufacturing Process

Infrastructure Need

Performance & Stability

Parameter

Switching

Stability

Environmental Durability

Operational Mode

Details (English + Hindi together)

Simple, cost-effective design | ¥ @ BH-ANTd JIT
Hole-transport-material free | Bld-giAUE WAR &Y AGAHAT AT
Low-cost carbon electrodes | BH-ATTd BIa4 SAdnIs

Single-step coating at room temperature | &H & ATIHT U3 UaH-
Tty Hfen

No glove box or vacuum system | Tdla e a1 dergy f&wen &t
HTRATAT BT

Details (English + Hindi together)

Reliable ON-OFF switching / W38Wg ON-OFF f&@fam

Retained >90% performance after 60 days / 60 f&=Y a1 Wt 90%+
el

Stable under real-world conditions | arafas uRfzefaay & @R

Self-powered photodetection | @-FH31 anenf¥a wrefEeae



Applications

Sector Use (English + Hindi together)

Consumer Electronics Cameras, smart devices [ $HR1, T1E farss

Industrial Monitoring Light & environmental sensors [ W12l @ GATaUT AT
Security Systems Imaging & detection systems / gAfoim g fSeaer fawen
Biomedical Imaging Medical diagnostics & imaging / Afé®w srRIAIREaT a gRfET
Wearable Tech Smart wearables [ B¢ UgAA AR IUHT

Historical Context (Extra Facts)

Aspect Details (English + Hindi together)

Photodetectors History Earlier used silicon & lead-based semiconductors | Uga fafdw®ia a ds-3menRa
Artdsgae

Perovskite Entry Perovskites gained popularity in solar & optoelectronics | Se&pIge dle T 3TEl-
FRagiHad § @By

Key Challenge Toxicity + poor stability / fastadar + &H fRRar

Indian Breakthrough Shift towards green electronics | W9 gatagiiAad &1 3R agad



Rouble Nagi wins Global
Teacher Prize in Dubai
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Basic Overview

Aspect

Award

Winner

Award Venue & Date
Field

Core Recognition

Details (English + Hindi together)

Global Teacher Prize | Totae etar WISH

Rouble Nagi (India) / & ARt (WR4)

Dubai, 5 February 2026 / g9§, 5 WRa3l 2026
Education & Social Impact / feren ga Imnfaias wima

Transforming education access for children in urban slums / 2r&d gjfmial & et &t
felgn a@ uga aqe &g FHA

Why She Won (Core Contributions)

Dimension

Target Group

Scale of Work

Pedagogy Innovation

Subjects Covered

Teaching Model

Details (English + Hindi together)

Children in urban slums; out-of-school & drop-out risk / 213 giffial & a=; ¥pw d
qIg? 9 I A3 &R

800+ learning centres across India / Q2 WRd ® 800+ wfm dedf
Educational murals—walls as classrooms / 2teifores ffa-faa—iar g+t wan
Literacy, Mathematics, Science, History / &R, nfora, faamm, sfagm

Community-based, flexible schedules | FHg™-3eNfd, et aHg-AfRof



Grassroots Teaching & Mentorship

Aspect

Teacher Workforce

Mentorship

Adaptation to Reality

Learning Methods

Details (English + Hindi together)

600+ trained volunteer & paid educators / 600+ wfRiféra @dAdt a wada+ s

Direct mentoring of teachers managing centres | &g g are ferarepY @1 el
Rezferg

Addresses poverty, child labour, early marriage, irregular attendance | TRidt, a1t
v, A -faarg, sifAafaa 3ufefa d Fuean

Practical lessons using recycled materials; skill-based learning | farIaa At &
WRIfTTes UTs; wiere-3nenfia dE

Award Details & Future Plans

Parameter

Prize Money

Year Launched

Recipient Number

Use of Prize

Details (English + Hindi together)

$1 million / 1 fafaa= ster
2015/ 2015
10th recipient / 10ai Wrdd!

Set up institute for free vocational training / fA:2[ces @TaaTfds wfeignr 2q
J&m



Aspect

Awarding Body

Objective

Global Nature

Past Winners

Details (English + Hindi together)

Varkey Foundation

Recognise exceptional educators & social impact / &%shH
B 0 SSAA o RS sl S5 glIcd®

International award; educators worldwide / 5#CS BENVAEL

Kenya, Palestine, Canada, Saudi Arabia, etc. /§§Faﬂ
FHIDES S S 7 S U0 Sc



Exercise Khanjar begins at
Missamari, Assam



Aspect

Exercise Name

Nature

Participating Countries
Start Date

Venue

Purpose

Details (English + Hindi together)
Exercise Khanjar /R &¢ @ A< Yl

Annual bilateral Special Forces exercise / 86 Wﬂ@ 1)
R e

India — Kyrgyzstan / shefele —3B30 91¢1 belS
4 February 2026 / 4 }heI3TeER 2026
Missamari, Assam /SRIGERIER 1 G

Enhance counter-terrorism capabilities & regional stability /
& @WG&%MQME@FJHava 0SS




Aspect
First Edition

Frequency

Previous Edition

Hosting Pattern

Detalls (English + Hindi together)
2011/ 2011
Annual exercise / 358886 ? g9¢

Tokmok, Kyrgyzstan (2025) /
SEEE |, BATIHbIS (2025)
Alternates between India &
Kyrgyzstan / skeile STBAERTD IS I8
(eIt 5 d&da-©




US Congress approves security
funds for Baltic States



POLAND INTERNATIONAL

SECURITY PROGRAM




- NATO members

The Economist




Bordering EU NATO

Country Capital Sea Currency Member  Member
Estonia Tallinn Baltic Sea Euro (€) Yes (2004) Yes (2004)
Latvia Riga Baltic Sea Euro (€) Yes (2004) Yes (2004)

Lithuania Vilnius Baltic Sea Euro (€) Yes (2004) Yes (2004)

\ /




Period

Medieval Era

16th—-18th Century
1918
1940

1941-1944
1944-1991
1991
2004

Major Historical Developments

Influenced by Germanic tribes, Vikings, and Christian
crusaders

Controlled by Sweden, Poland-Lithuania, and later
Russia

Independence after World War |

Annexed by Soviet Union under Molotov—Ribbentrop
Pact

Nazi German occupation

Soviet rule as USSR republics

Independence after collapse of Soviet Union
Joined EU and NATO



m 4. Political System

Feature Details

System Parliamentary democracy

Government Republic

Foreign Policy Strongly pro-EU & pro-NATO

Security Focus Russian border security, NATO defense

& 5. Economy Snapshot

Aspect Details

Economic Model Open, export-oriented

Key Sectors IT, logistics, manufacturing, services
Estonia USP Digital governance & e-residency
Latvia USP Port logistics & transport

Lithuania USP Manufacturing & fintech

Per Capita Income High (EU standards)



* 6. Strategic & Geopolitical Importance

Dimension

NATO

Russia Factor

Energy

Ukraine War Impact

Significance

Eastern frontline of NATO

Historical tension with Russia

Reducing dependence on Russian gas

Heightened security & NATO presence

¥ 7. Baltic States — Quick Exam Facts

Point

Common Feature

Language Family

Religion

Independence Day

Currency

Fact

All were part of USSR

Indo-European (except Estonian - Finno-Ugric)

Christianity (Lutheran & Catholic)

Celebrated in 1991

Euro



Aspect

Decision

Beneficiary Region

Countries Covered

Context

Strategic Signal

Details (English + Hindi together)

US Congress approved $200 million security
assistance / RTPERE 39758 $5200 RBEETS 37

Baltic States / OIS &%

Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania

Rising Russian military activity on NATO’s eastern
flank / NATO S3 &30 WET EU T 6 &l BIOBRIFRD
E L

Continued US commitment to deterrence & regional
security / PictgR Stleterrence) > Y oZgAl Gbledd S5 M
RIBEEe AR od




Parameter Details (English + Hindi together)
FY 2026 Defence Appropriations Act /&Islgslsg

Law 2026 TSRS IEES S IR
US Defence Budget $838.7 billion / $838.7 %0 FHIeT
nitiative Baltic Security Initiative (BSI) / OREIS @led

Signed into law on 3 February 2026 by Donald
Trump / 3 WERkE 2026 SSIsaer 0%

Funding approved despite earlier proposals to
Pentagon Position discontinue / FURBTE SHUS S5 GFdI%HES ket [
oStk

Presidential Assent




Aspect

Extra Allocation

Programme

Purpose

Examples of Equipment

Detalls (English + Hindi together)

$10 million additional for Estonia /
&P I S5 AR $10 SREPETIS

Foreign Military Financing (FMF) /
T ¢ IR (FMF)

Purchase of US-made defence
equipment / TBEBE FRF Todl EESUTH
Sk GSec

HIMARS ammunition, Javelin anti-tank
missiles, artillery shells / HIMARS Gxicer

[T <1l ohBRIT SHeXiE AsdedTTl S ARtk
o

-
AA




Dimension

NATO Status

Strategic Location

NATO Article

Threat Perception

Details (English + Hindi together)

Baltic States are members of NATO / 05T S a};
NATO §§'§Ep

Eastern flank of NATO, near Russia / NATO Sd w=H
B ORHT ¢ SSES

Article 4 allows consultations when a member feels
threatened / ?E? S5 oUle ¢ 05836 e W@
32=C]

Russian airspace violations & hybrid activities / T &

UBEE & Fc © T UEPHE UIORRRIG




India—China trade reaches
record USD 155 billion



Aspect

Countries

Headline

Growth

Exports Trend

Significance

Details (English + Hindi together)
India — China

Bilateral trade hits a record ~USD 155-156 billion (2025) /"QEW,T
[GiEcEl ~USD 155-156 €10 (2025) sd ST d

>12% YoY growth in total trade / B%T OTERIE51 2%+ PETS IE

India’s exports to China rose ~9-10% YoY / ¢g% S Skl S g ~0-
10% 094

Highest-ever trade despite strategic frictions /T &b oSIHHS
(et R 0 oS Sd &% o Odgdel




Indicator
Total Trade (2025)

YoY Change
Exports (India - China)

Imports (China = India)

Value (English + Hindi together)

USD 155-156 billion / USD 155-156
REMD

+12% (approx.) / A9HU +12%
Up ~9-10% / ~9-10% FRE

Still dominant; drives deficit / © Jd¢
@bl cdesd St




Issue

Deficit

Import Dependence

Policy Response

Details (English + Hindi together)

India continues to face a large trade deficit with China /

Rk oA o™ S5 gl Oaid el colsd

Electronics, APls, machinery, solar components /

TEFES [ AP, TICESRIGET STERE

PLI, diversification, scrutiny of sensitive imports / PLI,
FORES UL SPBECCod © I GHiSa odf,




Sindhu Nagaraj

B

QUESTION 1

Elizabeth Il ascended the throne

of the United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ireland this

day, following the death of her

father, King George VI. She

became the longest-reigning

monarch in British history in

2015. In which year did she

ascend the throne?

A

QUESTION 2

The President of the U.S. was

born on this day in 1911. In his
CM

first term as President, he began
implementing a policy involving
economic deregulation and cuts
in both taxes and government

spending. Name him.
A

QUESTION 3

This Jamaican singer was born on
this day in 1981. Considered one
of the pioneers of reggae, he fused
elements of reggae, ska, and
rocksteady, and was renowned for
his distinctive vocal and
songwriting style. Identify him.

N

QUESTION 4

Eva Braun was born on this day

A

Visual Question:

Identify this French filmmaker who
was born on this day. He is widely
regarded as one of the founders of
an art movement in France. What
was it? WIKIMEDIA COMMONS




Word of the day

Inchoate:
only partly in existence; imperfectly formed

Synonyms: initial, budding, unorganised

Usa g€. The policy was introduced in an
inchoate form.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/inchoatepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /inkavert/

Word of the day

Specious:
plausible but false

Synonyms: deceptive, incorrect,
ambiguous

Usa g€ What seemed like solid evidence
turned out to be specious.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/speciouspro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /spi:fas/




BIG DISCOUNT
FESTIVAL

~ 10%0FF

GK-G S+

+CURRENT AFFAIRS
2025-26 GOMEQ

BY BHUNESH SIR | geT 10% |OFF CODE:B10

INCLUDES:

e COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE
e | JAN 2025—-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS)

l FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY, DEFENCE '




@ Class24 *,"“ s Home Exams -  Current Affairs Buyacourse v Blog LiveTest Scholarship Test TestSeries v  Aboutus

GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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