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“Music expresses that which cannot be put into words and that
which cannot remain silent”

— Victor Hugo
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India-Philippines relations
elevated to level of strategic
partnership, says PM Modi
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Flash floods in Uttarakhand leave four dead

Local authorities estimate that around 60-70
people are missing or trapped in the area

Many feared washed away after water from Kheer
Ganga river swept through Dharali in Uttarkashi

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

t least four persons
A were killed and do-
zens feared washed

away in Uttarkashi district
of Uttarakhand after flash
floods triggered by torren-
tial rain hit the Kheer Gan-
ga river on Tuesday
afternoon.

The floods hit hotels
and residential buildings in
Dharali town, situated
8,600 feet above sea level,
where video footage re-
corded by residents
showed giant waves of wa-
ter gushing through the
area and swallowing eve-
rything in their way, in-
cluding people and homes.

Residents were heard
yelling warnings to their
acquaintances to run for
their lives. The entire mar-
ket area of the popular tou-
rist town was washed away
in minutes, leaving the

place looking like a sludge-
filled river bed.

At least 25 establish-
ments, including hotels,
guest houses, and homes
were completely des-
troyed. A rough estimate
by the district administra-
tion says that around 60-70
people are missing or
might be trapped in the
area. As many as nine Ar-
my personnel are feared
missing, said Lieutenant-
Colonel Manish Shrivasta-
va, the Army’s Public Rela-
tions Officer at Dehradun.
Army rescued around 20
people in the first three
hours of the rescue opera-
tion, he added.

Heavy losses
Uttarkashi District Magis-
trate Prashant Arya said
that the floods, which hit
the town around 1.45 p.m.,
had caused heavy losses of
life and property.

Sources in the Indo-Ti-

betan Border Police (ITBP)
in the area said that 32 peo-
ple were rescued by diffe-
rent teams,

As many as 120 people
were rescued and given
first aid till the time of filing
this report.

The administration has

bt

Blink of an eye: A series of images shows floodwater surging downhil

also set up relief camps for
those affected. Hospitals in
the area have been asked
to reserve a separate wing
for the treatment of in-
jured people, and medical
teams have been asked to
be ready with beds, oxy-
gen, and medicines.

| and destroying buildings in
Dharali town, located 8,600 feet above sea level, in Uttarakhand, on Tuesday. P1i

“There has been heavy
destruction in the area
around the Harshil heli-
pad, another popular tou-
rist spot which also houses
an Army and [Indo-Tibetan
Border Police] ITBP camp.
Teams of State Disaster
Response Force, Army and

ITBP were immediately
rushed to the spot to carry
out rescue operations on a
war footing,” Mr. Arya said.

Given the poor weather
conditions and further
predictions of heavy rains
over the next couple of
days, the administration
has announced that all
schools will be shut on July
6.

Disaster management
officials have been asked to
use loudspeakers and si-
rens to alert people living
in villages near the river, in
the Chilyanisaur, Bhatwari,
and Dunda blocks, asking
them to evacuate their
homes for safer locations.
Trekking permits in Uttar-
kashi have also been de-
nied until further notice.

CM condoles losses

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami con-
doled the losses and or-
dered the administration

Nine Army personnel feared missing, 20 people
rescued in first three hours, Army officer says

to ensure speedy rescue
and rehabilitation. “I am in
constant contact with se-
nior officials, and the situa-
tion is being closely moni-
tored. 1 pray to God for
everyone’s safety,” the CM
said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah also spoke to
Mr. Dhami and took stock
of the situation and the res-
cue operation. The Union
government has assured
the State of its help in the
rescue efforts.

Hours after Dharali, in-
formation of flash floods
triggered by rains was re-
cieved from Sukhi top,
another tourists destina-
tion in Uttarkashi, said Vi-
nay Shankar Pandey, divi-
sional commissioner of
Garhwal region. He added
that no loss of life was re-
ported from the spot but
the water level in the river
increased drastically.



Heavy rainfall, rugged topography: What caused flash floods in Uttarkashi?

ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURU,AUGUST 5

AT LEAST four people died after flash floods
and mudslides swept through Dharali vil-
lage in Uttarkashi district, Uttarakhand, on
Tuesday afternoon, Several buildings, shops,
and hotels were damaged.

Flash floods are not uncommon in the
upper hilly areas of
Uttarakhand as they are often
triggered by a cloudburst —a
localised but intense rainfall
activity. However, a cloud-

CLIMATE

the way, leading to flash floods downstream.

What s the topography of Uttarkashi?

Uttarkashi district is located at a high
elevation ranging between 800 and 6,900
metres above mean sea level. Large geo-
graphical areas are covered with snow
throughout the year, and there are glaciers
in many parts of the district.

It has the upper reaches of the Ganga
and Yamuna rivers, and con-
tains their snowbound
source region near Gangotri
and Yamunotri respectively.

There are also a series of

burst, in a technical sense, did

not lead to flash floods on Tuesday, though
most parts of the state received heavy rain-
fall over the past three days.

The primary reason is the topography of
the area, where heavy rainfall often results
inlandslides, sending mud and concrete into
the rivers, These materials flow down with
great force, accumulating momentum on

high ridges, perennial rivers,
and valieys in Uttarkashi. The rugged to-
pography of the district features sharp un-
dulations due to high mountains, narrow
valleys, and deep gorges.

The land slopes steadily towards the
southwest, where the elevation in some
valleys dips sharply — by as much as 800
metres.

Flash floods and mudslides hit Dharali village, Uttarkashi, on Tuesday. /1

How much rainfall does Uttarkashi
receive

Since a large part of the district is situ-
ated on the southern slope of the Himalayas,
monsoon currents generally penetrate
through deeply trenched valleys. Rainfall is

atits maximumduring the southwest mon-
5000 season (June to September), particu-
larly in the southern part of the district.
Uttarkashi receives about 1,289 mm of
rain onaverage ina year. Past records show
that the highest annual rainfall of 2436 mm

(189 per cent above normal) was recorded
in 1969, July is the district’s wettest month,
during which it receives about 312 mm of
rain on average.

The district is prone to thunderstorms,
which occur frequently in the hilly areas.

What led to flash floods on Tuesday?

The topography, combined with the
continuous rainfall over the past few days,
probably created the perfect scenario for
triggering mudslides, debris slides and flash
floods as experienced on Tuesday.

The increase in rainfall intensity owing
to climate change has added to the pressure
on glaciers and snow accumulated during
the winter months. As a result, the deglacia-
tion rate in the area has accelerated.

Rainfall of any intensity, if continuous,
recorded over such high altitudes where
Urtarkashi is located, can be disastrous. That
is because this region is built on layers of
mudslides over the past several centuries,

Uttarkashi district is situated along the

southern Himalayan slope, where there is
limited vegetation and no significant ob-
struction, Mild triggers such as rainfall or
earthquakes can cause loose moraine and
soil to easily slither downhill, swallowing
homes and roads along its path.

Why was this rain not a ‘cloudburst'?

A cloudburst has a very specific defini-
tion: Rainfall of 100 mmor more inan hour
over a roughly 10 km x 10 km area is classi-
fied as a doudburst event, according to the
India Meteorological Department (IMD),

IMD's 24-hour rainfall data as of 830 am
on Tuesday said Uttarkashi had received 2.7
mm. Also, between 8,30 am and 4.30 pm,
rainfall across various meteorological stations
in Urttarkashi was well below the threshold
defined for a cloudburst, IMD data show.

There has been heavier rainfall in other
parts of Uttarakhand over the last three
days. For instance, the 24-hour rainfall
recorded over the plains of Haridwar was
300 mm on Tuesday.



1. Incident Overview
» Flash floods occurred in Dharali town, Uttarkashi district, Uttarakhand, on Tuesday afternoon.

o Triggered by torrential rainfall that caused the Kheer Ganga river to overflow.

» Location: Dharali is situated at 8,600 feet above sea level.

2. Casualties and Rescue Efforts
» At least 4 people killed, dozens feared washed away.

» 60-70 people are missing or feared trapped.

9 Army personnel among the missing.

* Around 20 people rescued in the first 3 hours.

» A total of 32 people rescued by different teams.

* Around 120 people rescued till filing of report.



» 25 establishments (hotels, guesthouses, homes) completely destroyed.
» Giant water waves flooded markets, destroying infrastructure and lives.
» Rescue operations led by:

e Army

* Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)

» State Disaster Response Force (SDRF)

4. Administrative Measures
e All schools shut on July 6.

» Hospitals asked to reserve beds, oxygen, and medicines.

» Loudspeaker announcements in nearby villages: Chilyanisaur, Bhatwari, Dunda blocks.

» Trekking permissions revoked until further notice.



Cause

Location

Topography

Major Rivers

Annual Rainfall

IMD Rainfall (Aug 5)

Cloudburst Definition

Climate Impact

Not a cloudburst, but heavy rainfall over a few days, combined with steep

topography and glacial moraine led to flash floods

Uttarkashi District, Uttarakhand

Elevation between 800-6,900 m, sharp ridges, glaciers, narrow valleys, snow-

covered peaks

Ganga (Gangotri) and Yamuna (Yamunotri) originate here

1,289 mm average; highest recorded: 2,436 mm in 1969

Only 2.7 mm in 24 hrs in Uttarkashi — not qualifying as a cloudburst

>100 mm rainfall in an hour over 10x10 km area

Rising temperatures causing glacier melting & moraine destabilization, increasing

landslide and flood risks
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India-Philippines relations
elevated to level of strategic
partnership, says PM Modi

NEW DELHI

India and the Philippines
have decided to boost their
defence and  maritime
links, begin direct flights,
and start negotiating a new
trade deal as they upgrade
thelr tles to the level of a
“strategic  partnership”™,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Tuesday.

Welcoming visiting Fili-
pino President Ferdinand
Romualdez Marcos Jr., Mr.
Modi said that as both
countries support “free-
dom of navigation™, coop-
eration in the maritime do-
main is  “natural and
essential ” The rwo sides al-
so announced the comr
mencement of talks for a
preferential trade agree:
ment

“We have been consis-
tently working together in
areas such as humanitar:
lan assistance, disaster re-
lief, and search and rescue
operations. Today, as the
President is visiting India,
three Indian naval ships
are, for the very first time,
participating In a naval ex-
ercise In the Philippines.
India's hydrography ship is
also a part of this impor-
tant engagement,” the
Prime Minister said. He al-
s0 expressed his “sincere
gratitude”™ to the govern-
ment of the Philippines for
condemning the terror at-
tack in Pahalgam on April
2.
The Prime Minister dis-
cussed regional and global
issues with the Filipino
President, and hinted at In-
dia’s position on the dis-
putes in the South China
Sea,
“We remain committed
1o peace, security, prosper:
ity, and a rules-based order
in the Indo-Pacific region.
We support freedom of na-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Filipino Presiient Fecdinand
Romualdez Marcos I in New Dethi on Tuasday. SHIV KUMAR PUSMSXIR

vigation In accordance
with international law,” he
said.

Mr. Modi described the
Philippines as an “impor-
tant partner” in India’s Act
East Policy. "1 am happy to
share that we have decided
to upgrade our ties to a
strategic partnership. We
have also prepared a de
tailed action plan to turn
this partnership’s potential
into outcomes,” he said.
The Prime Minister also
announced that direct
flights between India and
the Philippines will begin
this year, while India will
extend a free e-tourist visa
facility to Filipino nationals
for a period of one year,
starting August 2025,

Defence cooperation
The two countries agreed
on a number of defence-re-
lated mechanisms includ-
ing the finalisation of the
Terms of Reference bet
ween their armies, navies
and alr forces.

These agreements will
cover “capacity building,
joint maritime activities,
exchange of training pro-
grammes between our offi
cials, and all standard ele-
ments when we talk about
defence cooperation”, ac-
cording to P. Kumaran, Se-
cretary (East) of the Minis-

try of External Affakrs. The
two countries also agreed
on the Terms of Reference
for enhanced maritime
cooperation between the
Indian Coast Guard and
the  Philippine  Coast
Guard,

Mr. Kumaran also reiter-
ated Ind='s position on the
South China Sea. “We con-
sider the South China Sea
as a part of the global com-
mons. We support free-

an  abiding Interest In
peace and stability in the
region and our position is
based on the UN Conven-
tion of the Law of the Seas,
1982, he said.

India and the Phillp-
pines sealed a treaty on
mutual legal assistance in
criminal  matters  and
another treaty on  the
transfer of sentenced per-
s0ns.

India announced that it
will extend its support to a
pilot project to set up the
infrastructure needed for
the Philippines i
Data Cloud. India also in-
vited the Philippines to
participate in its Informa-
tion Fusion Centre for the
Indian Ocean Region.



¢ Major Agreements & Cooperation Areas
1. Defence Cooperation

» Finalisation of Terms of Reference between:
« Armies, navies, and air forces
* Focus on:
« Capacity building
» Joint maritime activities
» Exchange of training programs
« Search and rescue, humanitarian aid, disaster relief
2. Maritime Cooperation
» Both nations reaffirmed support for freedom of navigation in Indo-Pacific.
» India’s hydrography ship & 3 naval ships joined exercises in the Philippines.
« Terms of reference signed between Indian Coast Guard and Philippine Coast Guard.
3. South China Sea Stance
» India’s position:
» Support for UNCLOS (1982) framework.

« Emphasis on peace, stability, and lawful maritime activity.



€ Economic & People-to-People Connectivity
» Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA): Talks initiated.

« Direct flights to begin in 2025.

« E-tourist visa facility for Filipinos from August 2025 for one year.

€ Legal & Tech Cooperation
* Treaties Signed:

e Mutual Legal Assistance in criminal matters
» Transfer of Sentenced Persons

* India to assist:
« Philippine Sovereign Data Cloud

» Participation in Information Fusion Centre for Indian Ocean Region



Q1. With reference to India—Philippines relations, consider the following statements:

1. India and the Philippines signed a treaty on mutual legal assistance in civil matters.
2. The two countries agreed to Terms of Reference between their Coast Guards.

3. India offered the Philippines support in building a Sovereign Data Cloud.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 2 and 3 only
B.1and 2 only
C.Tand 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Study by IISc researchers reveals how
reward drives attention in humans

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The researchers of the In-
dian Institute of Science
(IISc) in a new study have
probed how the expecta-
tion of a reward influences
the attention of human be-
ings.

Many studies have been
conducted in the past on
the topic. “However, they
fell short in differentiating
whether these processes
are governed by the same
or different regions and
processes in the brain,” the
[ISc said.

Sridharan Devarajan, as-
sociate professor at the
Centre for Neuroscience,
and his PhD student Ankita
Sengupta, designed an ex-

periment to examine how
the expectation of a re-
ward modulates the two
key components of atten-
tion: sensitivity (example:
the ability to visually iden-
tify the ripest fruit) and
bias (the decision to act to
pick out the ripest fruit).

Two-part cognitive task

Mr. Sridharan’s team con-
ducted trials with 24 parti-
cipants, each performing a
two-part cognitive task.
The first part involved the
participant looking at a
screen displaying two Ga-
bor patches (smooth black-
and-white stripes), one on
each side of the screen. Af-
ter a very brief pause (200
milliseconds), the patches
flicker, and one (or both) of

The experiment was designed
to track two key components of
attention — sensitivity and bias

the patch orientations
might change. . For each
accurate detection of
change, the participants
received a monetary
reward.

The difference in the se-
cond part was that the
points for reporting a

R -

“Yes” option (deciding a
change occurred), relative
to a “No” option (deciding
no change occurred) were
varied on one side.

In the first task, partici-
pants paid more attention
towards the side associated
with greater rewards. “Ho-
wever, their decisional bias
didn’t change, indicating
that only sensitivity was
modulated,” explained Mr.
Sridharan.

Participants in the se-
cond task were more likely
(biased) to choose the op-
tion (yes/no) with the high-
er expected reward. But re-
searchers noticed that
none of the participants’
gaze or brain patterns
matched those associated
with attention.



Category

Conducted by

Lead Researcher

Study Objective

Attention Components Studied

Details

[ISc (Indian Institute of Science), Bengaluru

Prof. Sridharan Devarajan & PhD student Ankita Sengupta

To examine how expectation of reward influences human attention

1. Sensitivity: Ability to detect visual changes (e.qg., ripe fruit)

2. Bias: Decision-making based on expected reward



Feature

Sample Size

Task Design

Part 1

Part 2

Findings (Part 1)

Findings (Part 2)

Description

24 participants

Two-part cognitive task using Gabor patches (striped images)

Detect visual change - reward given for correct detection - tested

sensitivity only

Points for "Yes"/"No" responses varied - tested bias toward reward-linked

choice

Higher attention (sensitivity) on high-reward side; decision bias unchanged

Higher bias for high-reward choices, but no gaze or brain activity shift to

indicate attention



* Reward expectation affects
attention sensitivity and decision-
making bias differently.

* These two aspects are likely
governed by distinct brain
mechanisms.

* Challenge to prior assumptions that
attention and bias are always linked in
cognition
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How is China extending its
policing network overseas?

What are the joint patrols under the 2017 China-Croatia Agreement on Police Cooperation for?

Anushka Saxena

The story so far:
n July 16, the Chinese Ministry
of Public Security (MPS)
announced that an
eight-member police team was
despatched to Croatia for a “joint patrol
mission.” This would be the sixth joint
patrol under the 2017 China-Croatia
Agreement on Police Cooperation.

What are these joint patrols for?

As the MPS itself highlighted, officers
from China and Croatia have formed
mixed patrol units to address “the safety
concerns of Chinese tourists in Croatia.”
The Chinese Ambassador to Croatia, Qi
Qianjin, said that in 2024, 2,50,000 such
tourists visited Croatia, up 41%
year-on-year. A similar patrol was
launched this time last year, and they
operated in Croatian cities such as Zagreb,
Dubrovnik, Zadar etc. At the time, it was

CM ¢ A

said that the patrols were to address the
“safety-related concerns” of not just
Chinese tourists, but also Chinese citizens
and overseas Chinese people in Croatia.

What about other European nations?
The Croatian project is not a one-off
endeavour of the Chinese state. Under its
2014 Operation, ‘Fox Hunt’, and the
subsequent 2015 umbrella project ‘Sky
Net’, the party-state has developed
extensive policing and surveillance
networks both within and beyond China.
As part of ‘Sky Net', joint police patrolling
initiatives have been launched with
Serbia, Italy and Hungary. Three
month-long patrols have already been
conducted in Serbia in 2019, 2023, and
2024. In Hungary, the Qingtian County
Public Security Bureau has gone as far as
creating ‘police service centres’ in the
country. Concerns surrounding the
creation of Chinese ‘service centres' led
Italy to suspend joint police patrols.

What is China aiming for?

The freedom accorded to Chinese police
mobility in countries abroad has shown
two things - first, that there is potential
for officers to arrest Chinese dissidents
abroad, and second, that their unchecked
operations can lead to the establishment
of police stations across the world.

It was discovered in 2023 that China
operated two stations in the cities of
Amsterdam and Rotterdam in the
Netherlands. The-then Chinese foreign
ministry spokesperson said that these
‘service centres’ were merely venues to
assist overseas Chinese nationals to renew
their driving licences and receive physical
check-ups for that purpose. Around the
same time, another media investigation
said that the Chinese police service centre
contacted a Chinese Dutch citizen who
questioned Beijing’s version of the 2020
Galwan Valley clashes with India. If true,
there has been an obvious effort by covert
Chinese operatives to target dissidents.

In April 2023, the FBI arrested two
operatives from a similar ‘service centre’
affiliated with the MPS in Manhattan’s
Chinatown in the U.S. The Justice
Department charged them with
conspiracy to act as agents of the PRC
government, and obstruction of justice
for destroying evidence of their
communications with an MPS official.

How are countries dealing with this?
The crackdown on covert operations of
the MPS abroad seems to directly
correlate with a particular nation’s
contemporary relations with China. In the
U.S., Chinese espionage has been a topic
of grave concern for a while. But as access
to Chinese tourists, academics and
officials visiting the U.S. has become
restricted amid trade related tensions, the
discovery of such covert operations has
led U.S. authorities to take public action.

But in places like Mongolia, Serbia and
Croatia, the policing programme, so far,
has yielded no public investigations.
These nations boast of enhancing
economic and security ties with China. As
long as ties with Beijing focus on resolving
economic tensions and technological
disputes, the issue of transnational
repression is likely to take a back seat -
unless the degree of surveillance rises to
the level that it harms national and/ or
European security.

Anushka Saxena is with The Takshashila
Institution.
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Officers from China and Croatia
have formed mixed patrol units
to address “the safety concerns
of Chinese tourists in Croatia.”

v

It was discovered in 2023 that
China operated two ‘service
stations’ in the cities of
Amsterdam and Rotterdam in
the Netherlands.

v

In April 2023, the FBI arrested
two operatives from a similar
‘service centre’ affiliated with
the MPS in Manhattan's
Chinatown in the U.S.,



Category Details

Recent Event On July 16, 2024, an 8-member Chinese police team sent to Croatia under the 2017

China-Croatia Police Cooperation Agreement

Purpose Joint patrols to address “safety concerns of Chinese tourists” in Croatian cities

Trend Reflects growing efforts under China’s global surveillance programs such as ‘Fox Hunt'
(2014) and 'Sky Net' (2015)



Region Activity

Croatia Six joint patrols since 2017

Serbia, Italy, Hungary Joint patrols since 2019; Hungary even created “police service centres”
Netherlands Secret “service centres” in Amsterdam and Rotterdam discovered in 2023
uU.S. In April 2023, FBI arrested 2 operatives linked to Chinese Ministry of Public

Security (MPS) in New York

@ China's Objectives
1. Monitor dissidents abroad

. Enforce domestic laws globally

. Aid Chinese nationals overseas (official claim: document renewal, driving licences)

B W DN

Build surveillance influence under the guise of cooperation



{2 International Reactions

Country/Region

U.S.
Italy
Mongolia, Serbia

Netherlands

I Risks Highlighted

Response

Arrests, legal charges, and criticism of espionage

Suspended joint patrols due to concerns

Continued cooperation with no investigations

Public exposure, increased concern

e Threat to national sovereignty and European security

» Covert operations could suppress dissidents and influence political narratives abroad
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“U.S. trade deficit with
nine countries higher
than that of India’

The only two countries with which the US. has higher deficits than India

and also levies a higher import tariff are China (30%) and Canada (35%)

Tariff dynamics

The U.S. has higher trade deficits with nine countries than with Indss, but levies higher tarifean just two
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US. trade deficit (5 bikon) Souree; Wubia Dutd Scwnces
T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan  wever, the US. haslevieda  on Monday said thart “they
NEW DELHI tariff of 25% “plus penal-  (India) don't care how ma-
ties” on imports from In-  ny people in Ukraine are
he US. has levied dia, the third-highest being killed by the Russian
T the third-highest among these countries, war machine”,
tarlff  on India For example, the US. However, data from the
among the top 10 countries  had a trade deficit of $175.9  Centre for Research on
with which it has the high-  billion with Mexico in2024  Energy and Clean Alr,
est trade deficits, an analy-  — 3.5 times that with India  which regularly tracks Rus-
sis has revealed. In other — but has levied the same  sia’s energy exports, show
words, while the US hasa  25% tariff on that country.  that the EU was the largest
higher trade deficit with Similarly, the US. had buyer of Russian liquified
nine other countries than  higher trade deficits with  natural gas (LNG), account-
with India, it has levied Vietnam ($129.4 billion), ing for 51% of Russia's ex-
higher tariffs on just two -~ Germany ($87.9 billion), ports of these products
China and Canada. Ireland ($87.2 billion), Tai-  between December 2022
This comes against the  wan ($76.4 billion), Japan  and June 2025, followed by
backdrop of the Ministryof ~ ($72.3 billion), and South  China (21%) and Japan
External Affairs saying that  Korea ($69.9 billion) than  (18%). Even when it comes

Mr. Trump'’s targeting of
India is "unjustified and
unreasonable™,

An analysis by Rubix Da-
ta Sciences, a risk manage-
ment and monitoring com-
pany, shows that the US.
had a $49.5 billion trade
deficit with India in 2024,
the 10th highest among all
its trading partners. Ho-

with India, but levies lower
tariffs on those countries
than it does on India.

The only two countries
with which the US. has
higher deficits than with
India and also levies a high-
er Import tariff are China
(30%) and Canada (35%).

On India’s purchase of
oil from Russia, Mr, Trump

to pipeline gas, the EU was
the largest buyer of Rus-
sian gas, purchasing 37% of
Russia’s exports, followed
by China (30%) and Turki-
ye (27%).

China bought 47% of
Russia's crude exports dur-
ing this period, followed by
India (38%), the EU (6%),
and Turkiye (6%).




Aspect Details

India's Trade Deficit with U.S. (2024) $49.5 billion (10th highest among U.S. trading partners)
Tariff on Indian Imports 25% + penalties (3rd highest among top 10 deficit
countries)

Only two countries with higher tariffs than India China (30%) and Canada (35%)



© Global Russian Energy Purchases (Dec 2022-June 2025)

Country/Region

EU

China

India

Japan

Turkey

LNG

51%

21%

18%

Pipeline Gas

37%

30%

27%

Crude Oil

6%

A47%

38%

6%



Q1. With reference to the U.S. trade policy towards India, consider the following statements:

1. India is among the top five countries with which the U.S. has the highest trade deficits in 2024.
2. The U.S. levies a 25% tariff plus penalties on Indian imports.

3. Only China and Mexico face higher tariffs on imports to the U.S. compared to India.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A. 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



The only two countries with which the US. has higher deficits than India

and also levies a higher import tariff are China (30%) and Canada (35%)

Tariff dynamics

The U.S. has higher trade deficits with nine countries than with India, but levies higher tariffs on just two

U.S. tariff on imports (%)
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U.S. trade deficit ($ billion)

Source: Rubix Data Sciences




US EFFECTIVE TARIFF RATE BY COUNTRY

Major trading partners, ordered by 2024 US import
amount (USD)

M ETRatYE2024 W 2025 Additional ETR

World Total
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Since first term, Trump real-estate footprint in
India expands 3-fold to 11 million sq feet in 6 cities

Trump's footprint is set to see, by [ ' ) . 1
e L TRUMP REALTY SPREAD Meet Trump’s Ten: Realty majors
to 11 million square feet, a sharp

e e rstvwar. | DEVELOPED (COMPLETED + ONGOING) 4 (APPROX 2.9 MILLIONSQFT) to promoter s in hot markets

lion sq ftdeveloped until last year.
These new ventures bringa COMPLETED 2 (APPROX 1.3 MILLIONSQFT) an alleged SBl loan fraud case
since 2016.

sales potential of an estimated at ﬁ — l
laset D 18 AAN munva Teikasca — Danokohil Bacltae Tha “ﬁ_——g




TRUMP REALTY SPREAD

DEVELOPED (COMPLETED + ONGOING)

T
5

TRUMP TOWER, PUNE

W Two 23-storey towers in Kalyani Nagar
announced by Panchshil Reaity in 2012.

Project Cost Rs 300 crore (estimated)
Development Area Approx4 lakhsq ft
Units 46
STATUS: Completed in 2015

ONGOING

TRUMP TOWER, KOLKATA

W 38-storey residential tower on EM Bypass
launched by by Tribeca along with Unimark
and RDB Group in2017

Project Cost Rs 400 crore (estimated)
Development Area Approx4 lakh sq ft
Units 137

STATUS: Missed multiple deadlines;
completion expected by June 2026

OTHER PROJECTS

RESIDENTIAL TOWER,
MUMBAI

W in 2011, the Trump Organization and Rohan
Landscapes announced a 45-60 storey tower
in Mumbai's Chowpaty.

STATUS: The project failed to secure
permission to amalgamate two plots.

4 (APPROX 2.0 MILLION SQFT)
2(APPROX 1.3 MILLIONSQFT)

TRUMP TOWER, MUMBAI

M 76-storey tower in Worli announced by the
Lodha Group in 2013.

ProjectCost  Part of larger 83,000 cr scheme
Development Area Approx 9 lakh sq ft
Units 400
STATUS: Completed in 2021

2 (APPROX 1.6 MILLION SQFT)
TRUMP TOWERS DELHINCR,
GURUGRAM

W Launched in 2018, two 47-storey towers
by Tribeca and M3M Group in Sector 65.

Project Cost Rs 1,900 crore
Development Area Approx 12 lakh sq ft
Units 268 (sold out)

STATUS: Missed multiple deadlines;
completion expected in early 2026

TRUMP OFFICETOWER,
GURUGRAM

M In April 2016, the Trump Organization
signed a branding and design agreement with
IREO for a signature office tower on Golf
Course Extension Road.

STATUS: No development at site.




India Nominates
Sarnath for UNESCO
World Heritage
Status




* India has submitted a dossier titled “Ancient Buddhist Site, Sarnath” to the UNESCO
World Heritage Centre for the 2025-26 nomination cycle.
 About Sarnath
* Location: It is situated near Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.

* Historical Significance: In Sarnath Gautama Buddha delivered his first
sermon, known as the Dhammachakkappavattana Sutta (Setting in Motion the
Wheel of Dharma), after attaining enlightenment.

* This event marks the beginning of the Buddhist Sangha (monastic community).



e Cultural Importance:

e Sarnath is one of the four most sacred Buddhist pilgrimage sites, alongside Bodh Gaya,
Lumbini, and Kushinagar, and served as a major centre for Buddhist learning and
dissemination, closely linked to ancient transnational pilgrimage routes and cultural
exchanges.

* It reflects the interplay of Mauryan, Kushan, and Gupta architectural styles



Key Monuments and
Structures at Sarnath

Chaukhandi
Stupa: Commemorates
the spot where Buddha

met his first disciples.

Dhamek Stupa: Built
in 500 CE to
commemorate Buddha’s
first sermon.

Mulagandha Kuti
Vihar: Modern temple
built by the Mahabodhi

Society, housing frescoes
depicting Buddha’s life.

Ashokan Pillar: Erected
by Emperor Ashoka with
an edict; originally topped
with the Lion Capital, now
India’s national emblem.

Sarnath Archaeological
Museum: Houses
important artefacts,
including the original Lion
Capital of Ashoka.




Pariksha Pe Charcha
2025 Conferred With
Guinness World
Record




* The Prime Minister’s flagship initiative Pariksha Pe Charcha (PPC) has set a Guinness
World Record for the “Most people registered on a Citizen Engagement Platform in one
month”, with over 3.53 crore registrations on the MyGov platform during its 8th edition in
2025.

* About Pariksha Pe Charcha (PPC)

 Launched in 2018, PPC is an annual event where Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts
with students, teachers, and parents ahead of the board examinations.

* It is organised by the Ministry of Education in collaboration with MyGoy, the citizen
engagement platform of the Government of India.

* The program is part of the broader movement under the ‘Exam Warriors’
initiative, aiming to reduce exam stress and promote holistic education.



Russia withdrew From
Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces (INF)
Treaty




* Russia has officially withdrawn from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty.
* The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF)

* The INF Treaty was signed in December 1987 by the United States and the former Soviet
Union, and entered into force on 1 June 1988.

* It required both countries to eliminate their ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles
that could travel between 500 and 5,500 kilometres by an implementation deadline of 1
June 1991.

* It was crucial to Euro-Atlantic security for decades and It eliminated a whole category of
nuclear weapons that threatened Europe in the 1980s.



.- -

* Russia specifically pointed to the US deployment
of a Typhon missile system in the Philippines and
missile drills in Australia as destabilizing moves.

— The US had already left the treaty in 2019, accusing
Russia of violations, which Russia denied, claiming
the US was instead developing prohibited missile
systems.

— This latest step reflects rising tensions between
Russia and the US, especially following President
Trump’s announcement of deploying two nuclear
submarines.




Agnishodh




* The Indian Army has collaborated with the Indian Institute of Technology (1IT) Madras to
establish ‘Agnishodh’, the Indian Army Research Cell (IARC) on the IIT Madras campus.

 About

* The initiative is part of the Indian Army’s broader transformation framework, guided by
the Five Pillars of Transformation articulated by the Chief of the Army Staff (COAS).

* The Five Pillars of Transformation encompasses technology absorption, structural

changes, human resource development and increasing cohesion between the three
services.

* Agnishodh specifically advances one of the pillars, Modernisation and Technology
Infusion.



India Emerges as
World’s 5th Biggest
Aviation Market in
2024




* India has become the world’s fifth-largest aviation market, handling 211
million passengers in 2024, as per the latest World Air Transport Statistics
(WATS) released by the International Air Transport Association (IATA).

* Key findings of the report

* According to IATA, India saw a growth of 11.1 per cent compared to 2023, ahead of
Japan, which handled 205 million passengers.



The US remains the world’s
biggest aviation market with 876

million passengers in 2024,
growing 5.2 percent year-on-
year.

/

China was the second-
biggest passenger market,
with 741 million passengers, a
growth of 18.7 per cent

compared to 2023.

While the UK was at the 3rd
spot with 261
million passengers, Spain stood
at the 4th position with 241

million.

/

The figures include all
international and domestic
passengers departing or arriving
in each country.

/




 Airport Pair Ranking:
* Asia-Pacific dominated the busiest airport-pair rankings.

e Jeju—Seoul (South Korea) was the busiest route globally with 13.2
million passengers.

 Mumbai-Delhi ranked 7th globally with 5.9 million passengers.



Q Ministry of Information
& and Broadcasting
o Goversment of loda

Doubling of India’s Airport Network
(2014 vs 2024

Objective: To showcase the significant growth in India’s
airport infrastructure over a decade, highlighting the
increase from 74 airports in 2014 to 159 in 2024.

159 airports

N4%
increase

74 airports
g

=



Word of the day

Launder:

cleanse with a cleaning agent, such as soap, and
water; convert illegally obtained funds into legal
ones

Synonyms: wash, change, convert,
exchange

Usa g€ He used a phony business to launder
money from scams.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/launderpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: />:nds/
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