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• Reward expectation affects 
attention sensitivity and decision-
making bias differently.

• These two aspects are likely 
governed by distinct brain 
mechanisms.

• Challenge to prior assumptions that 
attention and bias are always linked in 
cognition































India Nominates 
Sarnath for UNESCO 
World Heritage 
Status



• India has submitted a dossier titled “Ancient Buddhist Site, Sarnath” to the UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre for the 2025–26 nomination cycle.

• About Sarnath

• Location: It is situated near Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.

• Historical Significance: In Sarnath Gautama Buddha delivered his first 
sermon, known as the Dhammachakkappavattana Sutta (Setting in Motion the 
Wheel of Dharma), after attaining enlightenment.

• This event marks the beginning of the Buddhist Sangha (monastic community).

•



• Cultural Importance:

• Sarnath is one of the four most sacred Buddhist pilgrimage sites, alongside Bodh Gaya, 
Lumbini, and Kushinagar, and served as a major centre for Buddhist learning and 
dissemination, closely linked to ancient transnational pilgrimage routes and cultural 
exchanges.

• It reflects the interplay of Mauryan, Kushan, and Gupta architectural styles



Key Monuments and 
Structures at Sarnath

Dhamek Stupa: Built 
in 500 CE to 

commemorate Buddha’s 
first sermon.

Ashokan Pillar: Erected 
by Emperor Ashoka with 

an edict; originally topped 
with the Lion Capital, now 
India’s national emblem.

Chaukhandi 
Stupa: Commemorates 
the spot where Buddha 
met his first disciples.

Mulagandha Kuti 
Vihar: Modern temple 
built by the Mahabodhi 

Society, housing frescoes 
depicting Buddha’s life.

Sarnath Archaeological 
Museum: Houses 

important artefacts, 
including the original Lion 

Capital of Ashoka.



Pariksha Pe Charcha 
2025 Conferred With 
Guinness World 
Record



• The Prime Minister’s flagship initiative Pariksha Pe Charcha (PPC) has set a Guinness 
World Record for the “Most people registered on a Citizen Engagement Platform in one 
month”, with over 3.53 crore registrations on the MyGov platform during its 8th edition in 
2025.

• About Pariksha Pe Charcha (PPC)

• Launched in 2018, PPC is an annual event where Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts 
with students, teachers, and parents ahead of the board examinations.

• It is organised by the Ministry of Education in collaboration with MyGov, the citizen 
engagement platform of the Government of India.

• The program is part of the broader movement under the ‘Exam Warriors’ 
initiative, aiming to reduce exam stress and promote holistic education.



Russia withdrew From 
Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty



• Russia has officially withdrawn from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty.

• The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF)

• The INF Treaty was signed in December 1987 by the United States and the former Soviet 
Union, and entered into force on 1 June 1988.

• It required both countries to eliminate their ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles 
that could travel between 500 and 5,500 kilometres by an implementation deadline of 1 
June 1991.

• It was crucial to Euro-Atlantic security for decades and It eliminated a whole category of 
nuclear weapons that threatened Europe in the 1980s.



• Russia specifically pointed to the US deployment 
of a Typhon missile system in the Philippines and 
missile drills in Australia as destabilizing moves.
– The US had already left the treaty in 2019, accusing 
Russia of violations, which Russia denied, claiming 
the US was instead developing prohibited missile 
systems.
– This latest step reflects rising tensions between 
Russia and the US, especially following President 
Trump’s announcement of deploying two nuclear 
submarines.



Agnishodh



• The Indian Army has collaborated with the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras to 
establish ‘Agnishodh’, the Indian Army Research Cell (IARC) on the IIT Madras campus.

• About

• The initiative is part of the Indian Army’s broader transformation framework, guided by 
the Five Pillars of Transformation articulated by the Chief of the Army Staff (COAS).

• The Five Pillars of Transformation encompasses technology absorption, structural 
changes, human resource development and increasing cohesion between the three 
services.

• Agnishodh specifically advances one of the pillars, Modernisation and Technology 
Infusion.



India Emerges as 
World’s 5th Biggest 
Aviation Market in 
2024



• India has become the world’s fifth-largest aviation market, handling 211 
million passengers in 2024, as per the latest World Air Transport Statistics 
(WATS) released by the International Air Transport Association (IATA).

• Key findings of the report

• According to IATA, India saw a growth of 11.1 per cent compared to 2023, ahead of 
Japan, which handled 205 million passengers.



The US remains the world’s 
biggest aviation market with 876 

million passengers in 2024, 
growing 5.2 percent year-on-

year.

China was the second-
biggest passenger market, 

with 741 million passengers, a 
growth of 18.7 per cent 

compared to 2023.

While the UK was at the 3rd 
spot with 261 

million passengers, Spain stood 
at the 4th position with 241 

million.

The figures include all 
international and domestic 

passengers departing or arriving 
in each country.



• Airport Pair Ranking:

• Asia-Pacific dominated the busiest airport-pair rankings.

• Jeju–Seoul (South Korea) was the busiest route globally with 13.2 
million passengers.

• Mumbai–Delhi ranked 7th globally with 5.9 million passengers.

•
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