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“You are not lazy—you’re just
too comfortable with delay.”
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T.N. CM, Union Minister clash over three-language formula

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

With the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly election around
the corner, the Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE)'s announce-
ment that it will implement
the three-language formula
in a phased manner from
2026-27 kicked off a war of
words between the DMK
government in the State
and the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre on
“Hindi imposition" versus
“progressive and inclusive
multilingualism”.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin slammed
the CBSE'’s move, which is
driven by the National Edu-
cation Policy, 2020, argu-
ing that it is a “covert™ way
of “imposing” Hindi on
non-Hindi speaking States
with no “reciprocity”. He
demanded that his oppo-
nents in the State — the
AIADMK and their NDA al-
lies — choose whether they

would support the policy,
or whether they would,
“for once, stand up for the
rights, identity, and future
of our students”.

Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan
hit back, saying that this
“narrative” was a “tired at-
tempt to mask political fai-
lures”. He said that “mis-
characterising” the policy
to portray multilingualism
as a threat was “mis-
placed”.

The three-language poli-
cy is a “calculated and
deeply concerning attempt
at linguistic imposition that
vindicates our long-stand-
ing apprehensions,” Mr.
Stalin said, adding that it
was being advanced “un-
der the guise of promoting
‘Indian’ languages”.

‘Stark irony’

Calling out “the stark and
unacceptable irony,” he
said: “The same Union go-
vernment that has failed to
make Tamil a mandatory

language in Kendriya Vi-
dyalaya Sangathan schools
now seeks to lecture States

on promoting Indian lan-
guages. This is not commit-

ment; this is rank
hypocrisy.”
“The Centre appears de-

termined to impose Hindi,
brushing aside the legiti-
mate, consistent, and de-
mocratic concerns raised
by Tamil Nadu and several
other States,” Mr. Stalin
said. He called this ap-
proach a “direct affront” to
the principles of coopera-
tive federalism and an “in-
sult” to the linguistic iden-
tity of millions of Indians.
In response, Mr. Prad-
han said, “By misrepre-
senting a flexible policy as
‘compulsory Hindi', you
are not defending Tamil;
you are creating barriers
that deny our youth the op-
portunity to become multi-
lingual global leaders... Ta-
mil is not weakened by the
learning of additional lan-
guages; it is enriched when

@

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN
Union Education Minister

By misrepresenting a flexible
policy as ‘compulsory Hindi,
you are not defending Tamil; vou are
creating barriers that deny our youth
the opportunity to become
multlingual global leaders

Itis a calculated and deeply
concerning attempt at
linguistic imposition that vindicates
our long-standing apprehensions...
This is not commitment: this is

rank hypocrisy

M.K. STALIN

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister

its speakers are multilin-
gual, confident, and lin-
guistically empowered.”
He said this argument
“ignored ground reality”.
He claimed that the Union
government “actively en-
courages students across
India to embrace Indian
languages,” even while the
Tamil Nadu government

“continues to deprive Ta-
mil students of diverse op-
portunities for the sake of a
divisive vote bank.”

The arguments conti-
nued on X, with DMK lead-
ers including Kanimozhi
and P. Wilson supporting
Mr. Stalin’s arguments,
while T.N. BJP leader K. An-
namalai backed Mr. Prad-

han’s argument by asking
how the policy imposes
Hindi on students. Howev-
er, neither of the BJP’s al-
lied parties in Tamil Nadu
could be seen jumping into
the argument on social
media.

In his statement criticis-
ing the three-language fra-
mework for “effectively
translating into compulso-
ry Hindi learning,” Mr. Sta-
lin asked if students in Hin-
di-speaking States would
be mandated to learn Ta-
mil, Telugu, Kannada, Ma-
layalam, or even Bengali or
Marathi? Calling the policy
“ill-conceived,” he asked
whether the Union govern-
ment was awake to the
ground realities of “teach-
er availability, training ca-
pacity, and infrastructure.”
He added: “This is not
merely a question of lan-
guage — it is a question of
fairness, federalism, and
equal opportunity. By
structurally  privileging
Hindi-speaking students,

this policy risks creating
entrenched advantages”.

Mr. Pradhan responded,
saying, “The talk of re-
sources is merely a facade.
It is the DMK government
that has stalled the esta-
blishment of PM SHRI
schools in Tamil Nadu by
refusing to sign the MoU af-
ter giving an undertaking
for the same.” He also ac-
cused the DMK govern-
ment of “obstructing” the
implementation of Navo-
daya Vidyalayas in the
State, saying this was
“prioritising political nar-
ratives over educational
quality”.

In response, Mr. Stalin
said that Mr. Pradhan’s re-
marks were “deeply irres-
ponsible and reckless, and
reflect an entrenched dis-
regard for India’s plurality,
federal values, and respect
for States.”

Mr. Stalin reiterated that
Tamil Nadu will not aban-
don its proven two-lan-
guage policy.

AN



CBSE announced implementation of the three-language formula in Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) schools from 2026-27.

CBSE 4 2026-27 ¥ &4 faeneaa dime (KVS) # fA-HTHT g3 A1) 633 &l evoT 6|

Tamil Nadu CM M.K. Stalin termed it a "covert imposition of Hindi" on non-Hindi-
speaking States.

AfAeATg & Yz TH.&. Wifeid 3 38 R-fEE vt Isal ux "2t a1 e sifier gamr
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan defended the policy as
"progressive and inclusive multilingualism."

Bera faredm wait wg = A 5 "wfaeiter 3tk T i SgHTSTaTE” Tara

The clash comes ahead of Tamil Nadu Assembly elections, making it politically
significant.

gg faare afferrg faumaanin gTa & uget 3mam &, fSr e 9 Terifde gfe S Agcaqut 21

The row reignites the long-standing debate on linguistic federalism, NEP 2020, and
State autonomy in education.

g faarg HreTE Feare, NEP 2020 31R fIa & 310 Weradr )R qHT 989 & f A Siifaa sxar 2



The three-language formula means students must learn THREE languages: their
mother tongue, Hindi, and English (or another Indian language).

f3-1ToT 1 1 312f 2 o BTAY Y i WTaTT g @it wraT, fE 3iiR 3l (a1 uep s vRdl
HTHT) |

Tamil Nadu has historically followed a TWO-language policy (Tamil + English) and
strongly opposed Hindi.

afierrg Yfaerae ©u & -t Aifd (affe + 3iT) &1 arad SYarver 8 3R f§d st fav
HRAT |

The Centre argues the policy promotes multilingualism and connects youth to all of
India.

BgP1adb & fob ag Aifa aguTaTaTe P gerar et & 3R Fari P R URA A SArsdl 21

Tamil Nadu argues that forcing Hindi on non-Hindi-speaking States violates federal
values and linguistic identity.

dffAerATg &1 adb 2 fos IR-FEEt o) W &t 2Aiuar Heita geal 3(R WTNTs Uge™ &1 Seeaa 2 |

The issue involves constitutional rights, the National Education Policy 2020,

cooperative federalism and Centre-State relations.

9 42 W HAuTH 31faR, NEP 2020, HghRI Hod1E 3R $g-316d HeH M 81



National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 promotes the three-language formula,
emphasising that no language is imposed.

W fRigm Aifd (NEP) 2020 f3-HT8T Y37 P1 9erd1 el 8, I8 SR <d §U fob Ig wreT 2t 7€ et |
Tamil Nadu has a deep history of anti-Hindi agitations (1937-40 and 1965) that
shaped its two-language policy.

dffearg ¥ 3 favedt 3ieiaa) (1937-40 31k 1965) BT g1 3faar & S gweh! Q-wre Aifd 3y
3R e

The 8th Schedule of the Constitution lists 22 official languages; Hindi is one of them
but is NOT the "national language."

ST i S gt ¥ 22 nferTRes Wt & 37 A v &, Afs e A 2

Article 343 makes Hindi the official language of the Union; but Article 345-347
protect States' rights on language.

ITDE 343 G I T B ISTHTET SHTAT &; Afeh ITTE 345-347 HTHT IR AT &b BRI B
ETHA B

Education is a Concurrent List subject (List III), giving both Centre and States
powers — a key constitutional dimension.

forem wwadf gt (it 11D) &1 o &, S g 3R o QA Y AfraT &a1 & — I8 T agE
T A & |



History | sfdem™

1937 Anti-Hindi Agitation (Madras Presidency): Led by Periyar EV. Ramasamy
against Hindi imposition by C. Rajagopalachari's Congress government. Two
protesters, Natarajan and Ayyappan, died.

1937 f&&} faRTe 3o (HerT 9IS Hl): . AT IITATIRY &b il JXBR b fgdl Ao & s
URIR €.t IHTHTHT &b Acd H| & H&LHBRY, TSI 37R 3w, 28l g

1965 Anti-Hindi Agitation: Sparked by the Official Languages Act 1963 making Hindi
the sole official language from 1965. Major riots in Tamil Nadu; over 70 deaths. Led to
the provision that English would continue as official language.

1965 &4t faRieit 3ieler: Official Languages Act 1963 & &RUTHSHT Sl 1965 A 84l &1 T
TSTITST §HTAT 7| dfAeTTg | &8 &1y 70 | 31feics Hid | 38 BRI YTai fesar T fob 37Ut s
CEIREiN

Official Languages Act 1963 (amended 1967): Provided for continued use of English

alongside Hindi as official language.

ITSTITST 3EfAIH 1963 (F2Nferd 1967): TSTITST & B9 H feat o TT-TTef 370STT b IUTNT BT YTaHT
o



Polity | Irsteaa<i

Article 343: Hindi in Devanagari script is the official language of the Union.
BT 343: gAY farfr 7 fEdt e By o 2

Article 344: Constitution of Official Language Commission and Parliamentary
Committee.

T 344: TSTHTYT 3TN 3R FH<H FfAfa 1776 |

Article 345-347: States can adopt any language for official purposes; President can
authorize use of any language for official purposes of a State.

ITDE 345-347: 717 fasaft ¥t v 1 anfeiestRRes 3824 & AT 31 Hasd &; Irgufd a0 &
TfeepTRes 3224 & AT fasdt it wTeT 3 3uahT &Y JT=adr & Habd &

Article 350A: Instruction in mother tongue at primary stage.
ITE 350 A: W1 A TR U= ATHTeT A ferarm

7th Schedule — List III (Concurrent List), Entry 25: Education including universities,
subject to Lists I and II. Both Centre and States can legislate.

74 3rRgEt — it 11 (Fwadt ), wfafee 25: fram, fSaw faeafdarea enfie €, get 13iR 11 &
3T | g 3R AT QAT B 9T Hebdl 8|

8th Schedule: Lists 22 officially recognized languages. Tamil has Classical Language
status (since 2004) — oldest of all Classical Languages in India.

Sf I 22 TfeaTRes B A A=A WTed HTT37Y b Gt | afie Y ARE I TN &1 & @ (2004 )
— WRA BT AHT 2RATT HTST3HT o Had 1T |



Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS): Established 1963; HQ — New Delhi; runs
1,256+ schools mainly for Central Government employees' children.

St faemera |@meT (KVS): RAT0AT 1963; JETad — 78 féoett; Had: g SRR BHATRA! &b qedi
& {7 1,256+ Tpet IaATdT 2|

CBSE: Central Board of Secondary Education; HQ — New Delhi; affiliated with
25,000+ schools.

CBSE: &34 Area i 211 aYs; grarera — A8 feewil; 25,000+ &pd| & Hag |

Navodaya Vidyalayas: Residential schools run by Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS)
for talented rural students; HQ — Noida.

Tarey faemera: Tt faarea afafa (NVS) grr darfad ufarenet aretor 813 & fag smaria
pel; AT — ATGET|
Tamil — Classical Language Status: Tamil was the FIRST Indian language to receive

Classical Language status in 2004. Sanskrit, Kannada, Telugu, Malayalam, Odia
followed.

AfAe — MY WTST BT ESiT: dfie T 2004 H AT WTST BT ST g dTelt Tgett Wt HreT 2ff |
HEPpd, B8, AT, AAdTeTd, 3aT T 3178rvT faar|

DMK (Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam): Founded 1949 by C.N. Annadurai; currently led
by M.K. Stalin.

DMK (&fdg 5 gmw): 1949 & .07, 37-11g3E gRT 2ei1fid; adAT & vH.b. Tifeq & Aga ¥




F3. Future Implications / WfdsI & TMTd

Best Case | 9aiad ulg2d: Centre and States arrive at a flexible consensus — students
get multilingual education without imposition; true cooperative federalism prevails.

afeH: g 3R I At 3T TeHfd TR Ugad & — &0 a7 BT &) agHTe feren fierdt &; Teart

HEATE BAdl-padl @ |

Worst Case | 9ad @R URRg2d: Escalating Centre-State confrontation, Tamil Nadu
students denied PM SHRI benefits, linguistic tensions spill into electoral violence.
HIH GRIG: Ba-IY T4 g8l &, AT P BT PM SHRI & & dferd, HTSTE d1a gATd! faam #
SeeTdl 8|

Impact on India: Sets precedent for other non-Hindi States (Kerala, Karnataka, West
Bengal) and their relationship with Centre on education.

HRd IR MTG: 37 TR-TE&t ISl (Bed, Biedp, Ufo §TTeT) 371 foredT UR <hg o AT 37k & & faiv
IgTe Tenfud T gl




Consider the following statements regarding India's language policy: WRd &I HTeTAifd &
Heay A fefefEd sl W fdar &3
1. Hindi is the national language of India as per the Constitution. f&ct Gfdem & 3{HR YR
I IAEHTET B |
2. Tamil was the first Indian language to receive Classical Language status. afde 2y
TS BT Tt U1 dTei] Tgeit HIRA T WS 2t |

3. Education is exclusively a State subject under the 7th Schedule. f2i&f 7t 3/{Hzit & d&d
faore %9 4 30 BT fdwa g |

4. The three-language formula was first recommended by the Kothari Commission. f3-

YT A U] IR BISRT AT A fAwriRer b 2t

Which of the statements given above is/are CORRECT? (a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 4 only
(¢)1,2and4 (d) 2,3and 4
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Trump hails rescue; Iran says U.S. lost planes

U.S. Air Force officer saved from behind enemy I Iranians term operation ‘a complete failure’, say

lines in ‘daring operation’, says U.S. President U.S. assets involved in the rescue were destroyed Strait of Hormuz is not reopened, Trump added

Stanly johny

U.S. Air Force offic-
A er whose F-ISE
Strike Eagle fighter

jet was shot down in Iran
on Friday was rescued by
U.S. Special Operations
forces in “one of the most
daring search and rescue
operations in U.S. history”
on Saturday night, Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
on Sunday.

Iran’s military termed
the U.S. operation “a com-
plete failure”, saying that it
destroyed two transport
planes, two helicopters,
and two drones.

“This brave Warrior was
behind enemy lines in the
treacherous mountains of
Iran, being hunted down
by our enemies, who were
getting closer... At my di-
rection, the U.S. Military
sent dozens of aircraft,
armed with the most lethal
weapons in the World, to
retrieve him,” Mr. Trump
said in a social media post,

adding that no American
was killed or wounded in
the operation, and that the
U.S. has “achieved over-
whelming air dominance
and superiority over the
Iranian skies™.

The rescued airman was
“seriously wounded”, Mr.
Trump said in another so-
cial media post on Sunday
evening. He also wrote
another expletive-ridden
post repeating his threat of
striking Iran’s critical in-
frastructure if the Strait of
Hormuz is not reopened.

A spokesperson of Iran’s
Khatam al-Anbiya Central
Headquarters said Iranian
forces destroyed two U.S.
MC-130s and two Black
Hawk helicopters which
were involved in the rescue
operation.

Mohammad-Bagher
Ghalibaf, Iran’s Parliament
Speaker, shared an image
purportedly showing the
charred remains of aircraft
on social media, saying: “If
the United States gets three

Dusty front: A photo released by Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps

on Sunday shows aircraft wreckage in central Iran. REUTERS

more victories like this, it
will be utterly ruined.”
The F-15E, carrying a
crew of two military offi-
cials, was the first Ameri-
can jet being shot down by
Iran since the U.S. and Is-
rael launched the war on
Iran on February 28, ac-
cording to U.S. officials.
The F-15E crew had
ejected from the aircraft
when it came under fire ov-

er southern Iran on Friday.
One of them was rescued
in an earlier operation.

An A-10 Warthong air-
craft was also hit on Friday
over the Persian Gulf with
its pilot ejecting before the
plane crashed.

A U.S. Air Force UH-60
Black Hawk helicopter that
was involved in the first
rescue operation was also
hit by Iranian fire but it

Israeli attacks in
Lebanon kill at
least 11 people

BEIRUT

Israeli strikes on south Beirut
and its suburbs killed at least
four persons on Sunday, a day
after Israel threatened to hit
Lebanon's main border
crossing with Syria, forcing it to
close. The Israeli military also
carried out deadly attacks on
Lebanon's south, one of which

killed seven people. » PAGE 14

landed in Iraq, U.S. media
reported. The second air-
man got stuck in mountai-
nous territory in southern
Iran for more than 36
hours.

The Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC)
said the “enemy's flying
objects were destroyed
and the U.S. once again suf-
fered a humiliating de-
feat”. The Iranian military

also claimed that it des-
troyed two U.S. drones on
Sunday-an MQ-9 Reaper
and an Elbit Hermes-900—
over Isfahan.

“The US. Army’s so-
called rescue operation,
which was planned in the
form of an immediate es-
cape operation under the
pretext of rescuing the pi-
lot of its downed aircraft in
an abandoned airport in
southern Isfahan, was
brought to a complete fai-
lure by the presence of the
Iranian armed forces,” Lt-
Col. Ebrahim Zolfaqari
said on Sunday.

U.S. media reported qu-
oting unnamed officials
that the military destroyed
two of its MC-130] tran-
sport aircraft after they got
stuck at a remote base in
Iran,

The MC-130), equipped
with advanced sensors, is
designed to insert troops
into hostile territory and
get them out.

Earlier, announcing the

Iran’s critical infrastructure facing destruction if

rescue of the airman, Mr.
Trump had said: “WE GOT
HIM! My fellow Americans,
over the past several
hours, the United States
Military pulled off one of
the most daring Search
and Rescue Operations in
U.S. History, for one of our
incredible Crew Member
Officers, who also happens
to be a highly respected
Colonel, and who 1 am
thrilled to let you know is
now safe and sound”.

“The Iranian Military
was looking hard, in big
numbers, and getting
close. This type of raid is
seldom attempted because
of the danger to “man and
equipment.”

The second raid came
after the first one, where
we rescued the pilot in
broad daylight, also un-
usual, spending seven
hours over Iran,” the U.S.
President said,

RELATED REPORT ON
» PAGE 12



{ / L ‘NEVER LEAVEAMANBEHIND’: HOW THERESCUE UNFOLDED

v lumg
An Air Force officer whose flghter jet had been shot down in Iran was rescued by US Special Operations forces @@
ina risky Saturday night mission that took commandos deep into enemy territory. A blow-by-blow account: Combat
Survivor Evader ,’
Locator 7
Thetwocrewmembers  Thejet'spilot was Afterejecting fromthe Theairmanevaded Theairman was CIA found the air- (CSE /s
ofthe F-15E Strike Eagle  quickly rescued, F-15E, the officer hidin  Iranian forces for equipped witha man’s hiding place, A,
had both ejected from butits weapons amountaincrevice,his  morethan24 hours,  beacon, but here- passing the informa- x
the cockpit on Friday systems officer location unknown to atone point hiking stricted its use, lest tionontothe Penta-
after Iran's military could notbe both Americans and upa7,000-foot theIranianforcesde-  gon, which mounted Weight:

struck their plane. found. Iranians. ridgeline. tected his position. the rescue operation.

800grams

Waterproof: Till
p. depth of 10 meters |
| Battery: 21days

® Satellite-based :
Communication
Computer J

N & Rescueplanes AsUS commandos converged  US attack aircraft dropped Navy SEAL Team 6 comman- The ClAinitiated a deception cam- s
‘A flewtheinjured  onthe downed airman, they bombs and opened fire on dos extracted the officerina  paign to confuse Iranian forces and
airman to Ku- fired their weapons to keep Iranian convoys to keep them massive operation thatin- convince them the airman had al-

wait for medical  Iranian forces away from the away from the area where the volved hundreds of special  ready been rescued and was moving
treatment. rescue site. airman was hiding. operations troops. out of the country in a ground convoy.




16 INDIAN SHIPS HAVE CROSSED HORMUZ

> Green Asaha, 8th
Indian ship carrying
LPG, crosses Strait
of Hormuz. 16
Indian-flagged ships
are now west of the
strait, including Jag
Vikram, also loaded
with cooking gas

been added over past
month. An official
says up to 80% of commercial
LPG demand is being met

> Remains of sailor Dixit
Solanki, killed in strike on

his vessel off Oman coast,
repatriated. Family want DNA
test before accepting body

> OPEC+ agrees to further

raise oil output quotas from

> Nearly 8 lakh piped Image released by Iran shows purported
gas consumers have US aircraft destroyed during the mission to

rescue the stranded US airman

May. Warns that repairing
damaged energy facilities

is ‘both costly and takes a
long time’, potentially hitting
supplies well into future

> Oman, Iran hold talks on
easing passage through Hormuz

> China, Russia foreign
ministers talk, both ready to

‘cooperate in easing tensions’



Retd jucdge greets divorced
daughter with band—baaja

‘\,‘é‘r

Rahul.Singhl@timesofindia.com

Meerut: A retired judge here
welcomed his daughter home
with drums, garlands and
sweets after her divorce, in a
publicshow of supportaimed
atchallengingthe stigma sur-
rounding marital separation.

Gyanendra Kumar Shar-
ma celebrated the return of
his only daughter, Pranita
Vashistha, afterafamily court
granted divorce on Saturday.
Relatives welcomed her with
garlands and distributed swe-
ets. Many wore black T-shirts,
saying, ‘Ilove my daughter’.

A psychology postgradu-
ate and finance director at a
judicial academy in Tejgar-
hi, Pranita married an Ar-
my Major on Dec19, 2018, her
counsels Rajeev Giri and Na-
seeb Saifi said. The marriage
soon turned sour, with allega-

' ‘

A

Pranita Vashistha leaves court
after the divorce Saturday

tions of mental and physical
harassment. They had a son,
and Pranitalater soughtlegal
separation.“If my daughter
isunhappy, it ismy responsi-
bility to bring her out of that
environment. Her dignity
matters more than social ex-
pectations,” Sharma said,
adding that the family chose
not to seek alimony.




Fact

Divorce Rate in India
MRd ° ddT1db &3

Social Stigma
IAMIfSTH Baid
Legal Rights of Women

Hfg@T3i & BIAT AfTBR

Relevant Laws

i

Ethics Angle

Afdaw gfcamion

Explanation

India has a relatively low divorce rate compared to Western countries, often below
1%.
R B a1 &2 feadt ¢e &t goi-T & & 8, IHI=IA: 1% d Wi BH|

Divorce is often stigmatized, especially for women in traditional societies.

ddTe fadiads? Afgarsit & g URUR® JHTST § AMISid deid A S[ST T &l

Indian laws provide rights related to maintenance, custody, and protection from

domestic violence.

WRATI BTA AfEAT3N BT HROT-UIN0T, 31iReM 3R =Re], fEar & qRen & 31feeR d &1

Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 and Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act,
2005 are key laws.

Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 3iR Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act,

2005 YHE B &1

Highlights compassion, dignity, and social courage in challenging regressive norms.

Ig BB, TRHAT 3R A1 J18d b g2Ifdr 21
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In a Ist, freshwater fish fossils found in Shivalik foothills

Shivani.Azad
@timesofindia.com

Dehradun: In a significant find,
palaeontologists have discovered
aquatic life fossils for the first
time in the Shivalik foothills near
Mohand on the outskirts of Deh-
radun — a site previously known
exclusively for terrestrial animal
remains. Scientists believe the
find may reshape the understand-
ing of the region’s prehistoric en-
vironment. It also gives a rare in-
sight into the Pliocene epoch’s
freshwater ecosystem of Shiv-
alik, which scientists say ranges
from 5to 2.5 million years.

The discovery was made by re-
searchers from Dehradun-based
Wadia Institute of Himalayan Ge-
ology and other institutions. The
findings comprise ear bones, or
otoliths, of three distinct fr-
eshwater fish species — sna-
kehead, goby, and gourami.

Senior scientist Ningthoujam
Premjit Singh, of WIHG, said,
“The discovery of the gourami

4.5 MILLION YEARS OLD

fish fossil marks its first recorded
appearance in India and only the
second in the world, after a previ-
ous find in Sumatra, Indonesia.
This discovery will widen our un-
derstanding of past aquatic eco-
systems and the biogeographic
history of South Asian freshwa-
ter fishes.”

The fossils are estimated to be
around 4.5 million years old.
“This otolith assemblage repre-
sents the first Pliocene otolith re-

cord fromtheregion and provides
a valuable window into the past
freshwater ichthyofauna of
northern India. Notably, it in-
cludes only the second fossil re-
cord of an osphronemid fish glob-
ally. The presence of Trichogas-
ter fasciata otoliths extends the
known evolutionary history of
Osphronemidae and sheds light
on the historical biogeography of
this predominantly Southeast
Asian family,” said the peer-re-
viewed research study, which was
published by Springer-Nature in
its Palaeobiodiversity and Pale-
oenvironments journal on March
31.

“The fossil fish assemblages
intheareaindicate thatthere was
acalm and stable freshwater body
surrounded by dense vegetation
during the Pliocene. This is evi-
dentfromthe presence of Osphro-
nemidae, a family to which the
current living gouramies belong,
as they prefer quiet waters for
spawning, and Channa species,

which exhibit ambush beha-

viour,” read the study.

Explaining the field work un-
dertaken by the researchers,
Singh said that bulk sediments
weighing approximately ‘500 kg’
were collected from fossil locali-
tiesduringthefield season in 2024
and processed in the WIHG labo-
ratory.

The study said, “The newly
discovered Pliocene otoliths pro-
vide evidence of freshwater fish-
es in the ecosystems of north In-
dia during that period, offering a
comprehensive view of the re-
gional palaeobiodiversity.. Fur-
ther fossil discoveries and ex-
panded sampling efforts may add
to the species inventory and help
refine the ancient freshwater eco-
systems.” The study included re-
searchers from the Academy of
Scientific and Innovative Re-
search, Ghaziabad; Biodiversity
Research Centre, Taiwan; dept of
geology of Doon University; dept
of geology, Panjab University;
and dept of geology of Central
University of South Bihar, Gaya.
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Freshwater fish fossils have been discovered for the first time in the Shivalik
foothills near Dehradun.

&g & U fRranfeds ugfedl W ugw! ar His uTHl oY Hefadil & Sitaren uie M g

The discovery was made near Mohand, close to Dehradun in Uttarakhand.

g ST IS &b AgAGA & UK HIgS & A S

Earlier, the region was known only for terrestrial animal fossils.

UEH UE &F had WA a3 & SAtarent & fae =1 Sirar 2mi

The fossils belong to the Pliocene epoch (about 5 to 2.5 million years ago).

2 Sftaren R g (@ 5 @ 2.5 fafeaa af uga) & 81

The fossils are estimated to be around 4.5 million years old.

g Sitarent &t 3Ry @I 4.5 fafeaa adf st g 21

Scientists found otoliths (ear bones) of freshwater fish.

dnfaw! & /1S urt Y wefaal & sieifde (e 6 afgan) fia &

Species include snakehead, goby, and gourami fishes.

wafaal # Wepae, Mdt 3R Rkt Asfaar onfdd 21

This is the first recorded fossil of gourami fish in India and second globally.

Ig WRd § TRt He et BT g 3R faea # g sftaren fiaste 21
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The discovery provides insights into prehistoric freshwater ecosystems of North
India.

T TS IR YR & Unitfagif@e WS art & uilRfeifad! a3 &) sTHe Rt adl 21

It suggests the presence of calm and stable freshwater bodies in the region during
the Pliocene.

ag gerfar & o wmaleta &1 3 ggl ofid 3k feR w1 urt & @ia wisg 2

Dense vegetation likely surrounded these water bodies.

g 571 dldl & AU =1 gafd wisg &t gt

Helps understand the distribution and evolution of freshwater fish in South Asia.

g gfaror eferan & /s urt 6 nefaa & faazor 3k e &) awem  7eg a2l

Researchers included WIHG Dehradun and other Indian and international
institutions.

39 2 & WIHG 381G 3R 31=1 WRdt @ 3iaRrsiia dzem onfie 2

Around 500 kg of sediment samples were collected and analysed.

@I 500 fHeTH HaATG FHAT Bl Toba &R faeawor fasar mam

The study was published in an international journal (Springer-Nature).

UE HEATA Ueb HARTEIA ST+ ed (Springer-Nature) # WebTferd g3

Further fossil discoveries may refine knowledge of ancient freshwater ecosystems.

3T &Y WISt Wl /i Ut b iRfRIfad! a7 B! AHg & 3R dga? gt
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Otolith Meaning
3freifcier oI &8

Pliocene Epoch

R
Shivalik Range

foranfeies udadTAT

Snakehead Fish
HAdbes ASdl

Gourami Fish

TIRH Al

Explanation

Otoliths are calcium carbonate structures in fish ears used for balance and hearing.
3ieif@er Asfaal & B | UIg 31 aTal hieIH dIaide & &id &1d &, 51l Aded 31k A4 | Heg dd
gl

It is part of the Neogene period and important for understanding climate and evolution

before Ice Ages.

g {30517 B1a &1 fZar € 31k Gy @ ugat & siadry d faw™ & IagM ? Agayuf 21

It is the outermost range of the Himalayas, rich in fossil deposits.

IE FEHTT &) T 9183t UdaHTet 2, 3 sitaredt & foe ufdg 21

A freshwater predatory fish found in Asia and Africa.

IE Ul 31 3161t | UTE ST14 et f2repRt His U+t b1 Ao el 21

Belongs to Osphronemidae family, common in Southeast Asia.

Ig Osphronemidae URAR @&t A&al 8, ST gferor-gd gferm 7 urg 1t 21



Khelo India Tribal Games
2026



THTIR | &1 | Why in News

TS 37afel [ Dates

3TAYST® | Organising Framework

B34 3734 [ Host State

ued difdiest B werd | 1st in Medal
Tally

g difdas! B fgdl™r / 2nd in Medal
Tally

delt Sfar grgad T 2026 BT FHIA BAIATE R §31 3R BATed Ugd alfedT | 2 1R 28T
Khelo India Tribal Games 2026 concluded in Chhattisgarh, with Karnataka finishing
on top of the medal tally. «i76 2026 -

anfeiw1iRe Khelo India portal & AR A 31T 25 AT 2026 & 3 31%e 2026 aF
BtaTg A g3l

According to the official Khelo India portal, the event was held in Chhattisgarh from
25 March 2026 to 3 April 2026. «i1c 2026 «

g A Khelo India framework & 3iatfd g311, il WRd IX6R 61 We wfaur daefq ugad
&1 fZw 2

The event was held under the Khelo India framework, part of the Government of
India’s sports talent development initiative.  «hetindiagovin

el sfEar grsad T/ 2026 &1 AFaE I BATE 2T
Chhattisgarh was the host state for Khelo India Tribal Games 2026. «/16 2026

®Ated 23 Wof, 8 WTd 3R 7 &I Tfgd Fot 38 UgH! & 1A Ugat R0 IR T
Karnataka finished first with 23 gold, 8 silver, and 7 bronze medals, for a total of 38

medals. «i1G 2026

3itfgem 21 Tof, 15 i 31k 21 &Iy Afgd Fot 57 UGHT b ATl A T W LT
Odisha finished second with 21 gold, 15 silver, and 21 bronze medals, totaling 57
medals. KITG 2026



UG difeiae! B gatd [ 3rd in Medal
Tally

B3 I3 BT W | Host State
Performance

uTTiErt | Participation

= 3224 [ Main Objective

&I B [ Main Sports

RS 16 Wof, 8 WTd 3R 11 BT Afgd $oT 35 Ugdh! &b ATl dHR R WR ETI
Jharkhand finished third with 16 gold, 8 silver, and 11 bronze medals, for a total of
35 medals. kiT1G 2026

watane A 3 W@of, 10 W14 31k 6 i Tfgd o 19 ugsw id|
Chhattisgarh won 3 gold, 10 silver, and 6 bronze medals, for a total of 19 medals.

KITG 2026

APBA1D! 2Sgd &b ITIR TE WIH JWB0T 21 3R s fafi=1 wsalfdbgenfaa waeit &t
2NfAd §%; AId RAIfET & @ 3,800 fEafsal &1 wiigRt gars i

According to the technical handbook, this was the first edition and involved teams
from states/UTs; broad event reporting mentions participation of about 3,800
athletes. Kki7G 2026 +1

B9 WAl BT 322U STAATAIT WiaMT B I |l 271, Wl b agrar 2471 31 ATt Bt fawmy
B H3Tgd BRAT 2

The main objective is to provide a national platform to tribal talent, promote sports,
and strengthen inclusive sports development. «heloindiagovin +

nferm1iRes At & AR Bl 7 diRgmst, vaafeay, Geala, gidt, drrdb!, WRiad 3iR
pedt it ufawaeft enfie o)

Official materials indicate that events included archery, athletics, football, hockey,
swimming, weightlifting, and wrestling. =176 2026 -



125 / Rank

1

Eg/ State

S SagFS U
Karnataka

ac Lar-T R
Odisha

Cde e U7
Jharkhand

GIORERHHOT

Maharashtra

s{§ / Gold

23
21
16

10

tbo / Silver

8

15

P / Bronze

7
21
11

10

32 / Total

38
57
35

28



One Statement-Based MCQ

W29 [ Question fdwea | Options

fa=fafard weEl R faar Hifsg: (A) bae 131k 2 /1 and 2 only

Consider the following statements: (B) %ad 2 31k 3/ 2 and 3 only
(C) dae 131k 3 /1 and 3 only

1. Khelo India Tribal Games 2026 &1 31514 BdaT¢ A g3 (D)1,231R3/1,2and 3

1. Khelo India Tribal Games 2026 was held in Chhattisgarh.

2. PpATedh Uch difeidpl A 2T Uz IgTI
2. Karnataka topped the medal tally.

3. 3fifgom diaR &A1 U &
3. Odisha finished third.

J&t 3R [ Correct Answer: (A) adi 131k 2/1and 2 only k76 2026 +



Newcastle Disease Spreads Across
Europe Raising Poultry Concerns



Topic

Why in News

Disease Type

Causative Agent

Affected Species

Global Presence

Economic Impact

Forms of Disease

Exam-Oriented Content

Recent reports highlight the spread of Newcastle Disease across Europe, raising

concerns for poultry health and food security.

&1 &1 il # gRiu 7 Jpdbad A & YAR & TR g1 18 8, (53 uieg @area ik @
JqReM Bl e fadar aet 21

Newcastle Disease is a highly contagious viral disease affecting birds.

JbTer A ufgrat ot fdd B aren A feid JHTHE ar—Re AT 21

It is caused by Avian Paramyxovirus Serotype-1 (APMV-1).
g Avian Paramyxovirus Serotype-1 (APMV-1) gRT 8ldT &1

It mainly affects domestic poultry like chickens but also infects wild birds.

g Wa: Hitay s we] ufgrat ot ynafda wRar 8, dfds sinet ufgra ot i deefid war 81

The disease is found worldwide and is a major concern for poultry industries

globally.
I A faeez A g sirar 2 31k dfedss diest 3 & fae g2t faar 21

It causes heavy economic losses due to high mortality and reduced productivity.
g I Hg &R 3R BH IATGHAT B BRUTHRY e THATH Hal gl

Three forms: Lentogenic (mild), Mesogenic (moderate), Velogenic (severe).
dH WR: Lentogenic (8&hT), Mesogenic (HEaH), Velogenic (TTHR) |



Most Dangerous Form

Transmission

Survival Ability

Symptoms (Respiratory)

Symptoms (Nervous)

Symptoms (Digestive)

Effect on Eggs

Treatment

Velogenic strain is highly virulent and can cause mass mortality.

Velogenic WR AIftds HIdd glal & 3R 93 4913 IR §c &1 BRYT a4 Jbdl 2|

Spreads through respiratory discharge, exhaled air, faeces, and contaminated

materials.

UE a4 WA, Ji™, et 3R HepfAa axqait & arean J bear 21

The virus can survive in manure for up to 2 months and in carcasses for nearly a
year.

T ARG MR F @ 2 HghA 31k gd 2RR & @i 1 af aa silfaa g awar g1

Coughing, gasping, breathing difficulty.
FTET, EHAT, Ji @4 7 BieArs|

Tremors, paralysis, twisted neck.
U, YT, TEA H3ATI

Diarrhoea and digestive issues.
&% 3R ureA daeit gaRg|

Reduced egg production and abnormal eggs.
3ieT 3dTgA ? B! 3R 3= 32|

No specific treatment exists; only supportive care is possible.

B3 fafere 3uaR 3umer 781 2; Pad YETID SBITA TV 21



Fact

Zoonotic Nature

e ypfd

Vaccination Role

SIBTBIUT BT HE
Comparison with Bird Flu
CER RG]

Regulatory Bodies

A _

India Context

VR deH

Explanation

Newcastle Disease is generally not a serious zoonotic disease but may cause mild
conjunctivitis in humans.

TE AMTRIA: THR FFAIfCH I 8t 8, difds- A=Y & gohT conjunctivitis (31 @1 JgpHUT)
PR gbdl 2|

Regular vaccination is the most effective way to control outbreaks in poultry farms.

faafad cteprenRor Ulegl BIH A (=0T BT T4 YTat dilabT 2l

Unlike Avian Influenza, Newcastle Disease has lower zoonotic risk but still high

economic impact.

Avian Influenza &\ g1 A SHhT AT AT SIEH BH &, ®fdp el TMTa 3ifeie 21

World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) monitors such diseases globally.
World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) B3 7Y & dfedes fATRIHT BdT 21

India also reports periodic outbreaks, making it relevant for poultry and rural

economy.

HRd A Wl IHI-THT IR 3P Ui ¢A 314 &, [Fad ag urHior srefarazen & faw Agayguf 81



Question

Consider the following statements:

famfafad weE iR faar Hifse:

Which of the statements given above

are correct?

IRd A A BH-3 BT Jet 8?2

Content

1. Newcastle Disease is caused by a bacterium.

1. FbTeT A7 Yeb Jere AT gRI T 21

2. It can spread through respiratory discharge and faeces.
2. IE 29 I1d 3R Al & Aread A el Apar &1

3. There is no specific treatment available for this disease.

3. 39 A7 BT I faferse 3R U< 981 2l

(A) 2 and 3 only
(A) Fae 2 31k 3
(B) 1and 2 only
(B) a1 3R 2
(C) 1and 3 only
(C) bpaer 131k 3
(D)1,2and 3

(D)1,23R 3



India Sends Rice Aid to
Burkina Faso Amid
Humanitarian Need



Why in News

Purpose of Aid

India’s Foreign Policy
Aspect

Region of Burkina Faso

Nature of Country

Capital City

Neighbouring Countries

Geographical Region

India has sent 1,000 metric tonnes of rice as humanitarian aid to Burkina Faso.

HRA A gfh1 BT 61 1,000 Hifges 29 arad AHdta Jgradr & 9 ° a2

The aid aims to support food security and address shortages in African countries.

TE WEIIAT WTel Y& B Higd B3 3R bl 32t & @ HHl B ¥ B & fog & s &

This reflects India’s commitment to South-South Cooperation and humanitarian

diplomacy.

U WRA Bt South-South Cooperation 3R AHAAT FeAtlfd & ufd fdagar &t gerfar g1

Burkina Faso is located in West Africa.

gfsn wrat ufeaw anhleT A feE 21

It is a landlocked country (no direct access to sea).

IE U RIA-371ASa (landlocked) 321 8, {51 IHg d Hiem ugd 78 2|

The capital of Burkina Faso is Ouagadougou.

gfdsar w1t &t A5TeTH Ouagadougou &1

It borders Mali, Niger, Benin, Togo, Ghana, and Ivory Coast.

3P USIAT 220 &: Hiedt, A1gsR, afF, S, arr 3k angad e

Northern Burkina Faso lies in the Sahel region (semi-arid).

gfHAT1 BTEY BT Ia Wi AR &7 | 31T & (31ef-2[sp =) |



Terrain

Highest Peak

Major Rivers

Economic Resources

Economic Challenge

Food Security Issue

Strategic Importance for
India

Global Role of India

The country mainly consists of savannas and plateaus.

UE oI HTd: JaATAT 3R USRI -1 & 941 81

Mount Tena Kourou is the highest peak.

Mount Tena Kourou Jgf ! Jad Hdl @it 21

Black Volta, White Volta, and Red Volta rivers flow through the country.
&l Black Volta, White Volta 3ik Red Volta Aféaf agdt &1

Burkina Faso is rich in minerals like gold, zinc, manganese, and phosphate.

T it i, fiep, ATt 3k Biedse SHA @fAsi & @ 21

Despite resources, it faces poverty, low industrialisation, and climate vulnerability.
TaTeEY & arasig a8 THdt, B sitefidtaor 3k sieary ddgaeitear stut anwnsit @ spErar
2l

The country faces food insecurity due to drought, climate change, and instability.

g SO AT, STary uRad 3k 3fRRar & HROT FTel I7REM A [ W &

India’'s aid strengthens diplomatic ties with African nations.

WRA &1 T TERIAT 3111 321t & T1el Felfdd Hae Hstgd drdt 21

India is emerging as a key humanitarian and development partner in the Global
South.
YRd Global South ® Teh W@ A4t 3k fasr dgarit & U & R @8



Raja Ravi Varma Painting
Fetches Record 2167.2
Crore



P




Topic Exam-Oriented Content

Why in News A painting titled “Yashoda and Krishna" by Raja Ravi Varma was sold for 2167.2 crore
at an auction.

111 3fd ant &Y afem “eiter 3k T 3167.2 TR A Fiem g8

Auction House The painting was sold at a Saffronart auction (Indian art auction house).
g ufen Saffronart et & a=t )
Record Significance It is among the highest prices ever achieved by an Indian artwork.

AR URATI el Pid & oY 314 aab 6 Fa FHat diadl & A v 21

Painting Theme The artwork depicts maternal affection between Yashoda and Lord Krishna from

Hindu mythology.
gg Ofen fEg ukifoias wensif & aenar ik wiram gt & "iga | @i gerfdt 21

Artistic Style Raja Ravi Varma combined Indian themes with European realistic painting

techniques.

st A anf 3 wrdla favat & gRidt aenefard sar etet & Trer siten

Importance in Indian Art He is considered a pioneer of modern Indian art and realism.

32 NYfAd VR Bat R erefarg &1 3ugd |IAT STdT 21

Cultural Impact His works popularised Hindu deities in human-like forms among common people.

39! Bt A 8g Jat-Saarsil &) adia §9 A STHAMR dd Ugdranl



Printing Revolution

Birth Details

Key Contribution

Famous Works

Awards

Legacy

Global Recognition

Exam Relevance

He introduced lithographic printing, making art accessible to the masses.

321 feeinfises fiifen & &Y, 59 e 39 siar da ugdt

Raja Ravi Varma was born in 1848 in Kilimanoor, Kerala.

3151 3fa anf &1 57+ 1848 A &3t & ffemz 7 g3 am

He blended traditional Indian art with Western oil painting techniques.

IE RIS YR a1 o) ufeawt it afen aeAlat & are fasmm

Notable works include “Shakuntala”, “Damayanti”, and “Jatayu Vadham".

U Hfadl: Adbdad, gaLd!, TRy ae|

He received the Kaiser-i-Hind medal in 1904.
3= 1904 # Kaiser-i-Hind uga® faar|

His art played a major role in shaping Indian visual culture and calendar art.

3! BT A HRART §oF HIPpTa 3R FeAs wal &1 JTHR &

High auction value reflects growing global recognition of Indian art.

3o AATHT Hed MR det ot dfead Ugar &t geifdr 21

Important for UPSC under Art & Culture (Modern Indian Art).
UPSC H Art & Culture (Modern Indian Art) & 3iarfa Agaqufi



Word of the day

Banal:

overfamiliar through overuse

Synonyms: commonplace, old-hat

Usa g€ The speech was dismissed as banal
and repetitive.

Pronunciation: https://newsth.live/
Y7pckk/banal

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /bana:i/

.
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