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“No tears in the writer, no tears in the reader. No surprise in
the writer, no surprise in the reader.”
— Robert Frost
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Auto, pharma hail GST revamp; airlines upset

Textile industry disappointed over the 18%
duty for garments priced above 32,500

Auto-makers expect tax cut to boost demand;
airlines slam higher GST on non-economy seats

Likes & dislikes

The new GST rates were
largely welcomed by most
sectors, but there were also

some discontents

Auto

' -? Airlines: 18% rate on

manufacturers: | INsurance sector: | non-ecanomy tickets
Lower tax will " | Good for consumers, | makes premium travel
boost but could eat into ! more expensive,
d profits of insurers | potentially making
emand | <
| some routes unviable
Pharma: Will Apparel makers: | Vegetable oil makers:

make medicines
more affordable

Consumer
appliance firms:
Will lower prices
ahead of the
festive season

Higher GST on
expensive clothes a

Inverted duty structure
should be removed for

| negative vegetable oils
Automobile dealers: | Micro and cottage
Though lowertaxes | entrepreneurs:

are welcome, there | Increase in rate on

are concerns about | labour charges will
potential delays in | increase costs for
purchases | MSMES

e

Q Poor, neo middle-class, mid-

dle-class women, students,

farmers. youth... everyone will benefit
NARENDRA MODI

Prime Minister

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

hile the goods
and services
tax (GST) rate
changes authorised by the
GST Council on Wednes-
day night brought cheer to
the auto, insurance, con-
sumer appliances, phar-
maceuticals, and renewa-
ble energy sectors, among
others, some of that was
tinged with reproach. A
few sectors are outright
upset with the tax changes.

The stock market, too,
reflected this mixed res-
ponse on Thursday, initial-
ly reacting positively but
ending the day nearly flat,
with the Sensex up just
0.2% from the previous
day.

The airlines slammed
the higher GST on non-
economy seats. Vegetable

oil producers called for the
resolution of the inverted
duty structure on edible
oils, which means that the
GST rate on raw materials
in their industry is higher
than the rate on the fin-
ished product.

This mismatch was so-
mething that the Council
corrected for the fertilizer
and man-made textiles
industries.

The increase in the GST
rate for labour charges,
from 12% to 18%, has also
led to some resistance,
with small entrepreneurs
saying that they would be
hit hard by the change.

Mixed response

While the textile industry
has welcomed the revision
of GST rates for both man-
made fibre and cotton sec-
tors, it has also expressed
its disappointment over

Small entrepreneurs say the 12% to 18% GST
levy on labour charges would hit them hard

INSIDE

GST 2.0is a double dose of
support and growth, says PM
» PAGE6

Congress demands States be
compensated for five years
» PAGE 6

Festive sales to hit top gear
» PAGE S

the 18% duty for garments
priced above ¥2,500 each.

The Cloth Manufactur-
ers Association of India
pointed out that such gar-
ments are also consumed
in large numbers by the
common man, especially
in the form of woollens,
wedding wear, traditional
clothing, handlooms, and
embroidered clothes.
Charging 18% GST on these
will make them significant-
ly more costly, it said.

This nuanced cheer can
be seen in the auto sector
as well.

Auto  manufacturers
have welcomed the rate ra-
tionalisation for the sector,
along with the removal of
the GST Compensation
Cess applicable on cars.

As per the new rates, en-
try-level and mid-segment
cars priced up to ¥4 lakh
will see a tax reduction of
up to 13 percentage points,
while high-end cars with
engines above 1200 cc too
are setto see an 8 to 10 per-
centage point cut in their
tax rate.

Auto dealers, however,
have voiced some worries
about consumers postpon-
ing their purchases until
September 22, when the
new rates come into force,
and have called for greater
clarity on what happens to
the cess on vehicles they

have already bought from
manufacturers but not yet
sold to customers.

The renewable energy
sector, too, has praised the
decision to reduce taxes on
renewable energy compo-
nents from 12% to 5% as a
progressive step towards
accelerating India’s clean
energy transition by lower-
ing costs for critical tech-
nologies such as solar cells
and other renewable ener-
gy devices.

Consumer  appliance
makers were also upbeat
about the GST rate cuts,
saying they would boost
demand, especially in the
run-up to the festive
season.

(With inputs from Sha-
rad Raghavan, Jagriti Chan-
dra, M.  Soundariya
Preetha, Lalatendu Mishra,
Saptaparno Ghosh, and
Bindu Shajan Perappadan)



Positive Responses
Auto sector

* Lower tax will boost demand, especially for entry-level and mid-segment cars (up to 14
lakh).

* High-end cars (>1200cc) will also see tax reduction (8—10%).
 Removal of GST compensation cess praised.
Pharma sector
* Medicines to become more affordable.
Consumer appliances
* Lower prices expected ahead of festive demand.
Renewable energy sector
* Reduction of GST on solar panels and renewable components (12% - 5%) welcomed.



Mixed Reactions
Insurance sector

* GST cut good for consumers, but profitability of insurance firms may fall.
Apparel industry

* Higher GST (18%) on garments above X2,500 disappoints textile sector.
Auto dealers

* Worried about purchase postponement until new rates effective



Negative Reactions

18% GST on non-economy class tickets criticised.
e Makes premium travel more expensive, may reduce demand.

Wanted inverted duty structure on edible oils corrected.

Vegetable oil industry

MSMEs & Labour- e Increase in GST from 12% to 18% on labour charges will hit
intensive sectors small entrepreneurs




UNCHANGED RATES ‘

Gold & silver at Electric vehicles at
3 % 5 %
Articles of apparel Footwear of sale
and clothing value exceeding
accessories, 32,500

knitted or per pair at

crocheted, of
sale value not
exceeding 32,500
per piece at
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Major
reductions

in GST
revamp

A category-wise list of items

whose prices are set to change.

Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman said that the deci-
sions would come into effect
from Sept. 22 for most items

-

Item

Ultra-high temperature

Existing
GST rate

0, 0,
(UHT) milk A s
Butter, .ghee, cheese, 12% 5%
and dairy spreads
Dates, mangoes, n &
citrus and other fruits e i
Vegetable products 18% 5%
Fish fats and oils 12% 5%
Refined sugar goods 12% 5%
Chocolates and cocoa 18% 5%

products

Existing
Item GST AUTOMOBILE
rate //
Cornflakes and cereal | 18% 5% It Existing | New
em

PR GSTrate | rate
Pastry, biscuits, and 18% 59
cakes g . Motor vehicles 28% 18%
NS 12% 5% Motorcycles of engine capacity 28% 40%

= T exceeding 350 cc
Coffee and coffee a a " G =
ket 18% 5% Bicycles and other cycles 12% 5%
Ic:.;lrea.lm and other 18% 5% CONSUMER
edibleice ELECTRONICS
Paratha, parotta and o . s
other Indian breads 155 9% tem Existing
GST rate
Pan masala* 28% 40% : o :
. ; Air conditioners, dishwashers,

Soya milk drinks 12% 5% televisions sets, monitors
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mid-level segment as

over 1,500 cc engines, and  engines will invite a higher

new rates comes into effect  Narinder Mittal.

HEALTHCARE EDUCATION RENEWABLE ENERGY ‘\ SERVICES “input Tax Credit
Existing ’ Existing Existing Existing | New Existing Now
b GST rate | Ram GST rate GST rate | GSTrate | rate Kem GSTrate | rate
All drugs and medicines ‘ Mathematical boxes, geometry Cigars, cigarettes, and nicotine- All solar-power based devices such All individual health insurance,
intended for personal use | 12% e boxes and colour boxes e e based substitutes M| |- as cookers, water-heaters, lanterns = i along with reinsurance thereof sk "
Medical apparatus | 18% | s% Maps, charts, and globes 120 | o% Beedis | 28% | 18% Windmills 2% | s% N Caaport coussengersln. || x| 2
Stationery products 12% 0% Bio gas plants 12% 5% other than economy class with ITc* [
PERSONAL CARE TEXTILES (@‘ s
P ‘é SPORTS & TOYS Hotel accommodation 12%
Exdsting A OPle) (37,500 or below) with ITC "'m‘"‘
GSTrate | rate e Existing e o R e T
Talcum powder, hair ail, ' 18% ‘ 5% GST rate | Sewing thread, twine, textile 2% | o% clubs, any place having casinos | 28% | 0%
shampoo, toothbrushes ‘ Tables, paper products, cotton materials, fabrics, carpets Sports gloves, tricycles, dolls, 12% % or race clubs, or sporting with ITC 'mm'
Combs, diapers, napkins | 12% | 5% and jute handbags, tools Quiited textile materials | 12% I 18% playing cards events like the IPL




CONTRIBUTION OF EACH SLAB TO GST REVENUE
. Slab|5% [ 7 share (% of total revenue)

=

b
\

H*'fﬂ‘?\

12 s
B o L AL
21

Others* [ 12 includes special rates such as 0.25%, 1.5%, 3% and compensation cess

GST COLLECTIONS (in Slakh cr)

2017-18 7.4
2018-19 I 11.8
2024-25 I X

ENTITIES REGISTERED FOR GST (in lakh)

2017-18 [N 66.5
2024-25 | Sy Y




IIT-M tops NIRF rankings;
Minister criticises its ‘peer *
perception’ parameter

Six WFs make it 50 the best 10 higher educationad
Instnutions i the overad ranking
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tdlan Invtite of Science. Ben
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dlan bniate of Technology, Kanger
hdian Inwkute of Tech M
#dian Insthuse of Technology, Sorkes
All Indta Institite of Med cal Sommoss, Delhi
Jawarardal Nehru Unversity, Do

The top 100 institutions ~ position In Law for the
in the overall category eighth consecutive year.
comprised 24 State univer- In the Universities cate-
sities, 22 private deemed  gory, IS¢ ranked first, fol-

lowed

education institutions. Indian Institute of Scence  University, New Dedhi; Ma-

The other parameters  ([15¢), nine private univer-  nipal Academy of Higher

that the NIRF currently sitics, eight National Insti-  Education, Manipal; Jamia

tutes of yseven  Milla Islamia, New Delhi;

category are teaching, Central universities, five and Unbversity of Delhi,
medical i .




JNU, JAMIA & DU AMONG TOP 5

Indian Institute of 1 1

Technology, Madras

Indian Institute of 2 5

Science

Indian Institute of 3 3

Technology, Bombay

Indian Institute of 4 4

Technology, Delhi :

Indian Institute of 5 5 ok P | '

Technology, Kanpur ', — r - \
Universi 2025 2024

Coleges 2025 R0

HinduCollége 1 1 Indian Institute of Science 1 1

Miranda House 2 ) Jawaharlal Nehru University 2 2

Hans Raj College 3 12 Manipal Academy of Higher Education 3 4

Kirori Mal College 4 9 Jamia Millia Islamia 4 3

St Stephens's College 5 University of Delhi 5 6




NIRF 2025 Rankings

Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) Madras ranked No. 1 overall for the 7th consecutive year.

It also retained the title of best engineering college for the 10th straight year.

IISc Bengaluru topped the Universities category for the 10th year in a row.

2. Criticism by Union Education Minister

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan raised concerns about the ‘peer perception’ parameter:
e Contributes 10% weightage in rankings.
* Alleged regional bias in favor of metropolitan institutions.
* Suggested that government-funded & rural institutions should not fall behind due to this.



3. NIRF Methodology Parameters

Teaching, Learning & Resources (TLR).
Research & Professional Practice (RP).
Graduation Outcomes (GO).

Outreach & Inclusivity (Ol).

Perception (PR).

4. Top 10 Institutions (Overall)

=

© ©®WNO O HM®WN A

. IIT Madras

lISc Bengaluru

IIT Bombay

IIT Delhi

IIT Kanpur

IIT Kharagpur

IIT Roorkee

AlIMS Delhi

JNU Delhi

Banaras Hindu University (BHU)



5. Category Leaders
 Maedical: AlIMS, Delhi (8th consecutive year).

 Pharmacy: Jamia Hamdard, Delhi.

e Architecture & Planning: IIT Roorkee.
 Law: NLSIU Bengaluru.

» Colleges: Hindu College, Delhi.

e Open University: IGNOU, Delhi.

6. Government's View

* NIRF may expand into more categories and become a national-level accreditation system.
 Emphasis on increasing student numbers, quality of education, and data-driven institutional

evaluation.



Centre and Manipur
+ govt. ink peace pact
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 The Union Home Ministry and Manipur Government signed a Suspension of Operations
(So0) pact with Kuki-Zo insurgent groups.

* The pact comes ahead of PM Narendra Modi’s visit to Manipur on Sept 13, his first since
the May 3, 2023 ethnic violence between Kuki-Zo and Meitei communities.

* Key Provisions of the Revised Pact
* Re-negotiated terms and ground rules were agreed upon.

 Security verification of cadres and de-listing of foreign nationals (if any). Identified
foreigners would be deported.

 Territorial integrity of Manipur reaffirmed.
* Relocation of insurgent camps mandated.



* Earlier Demands

» Before May 2023, SoO groups demanded autonomous territorial councils within
Manipur.

* Post-violence, demands changed but groups now appear to accept solutions
within the framework of the Indian Constitution.

* Role of Kuki-Zo Council (KZC)
* A conglomerate of civil society organisations.

» Agreed to open the National Highway-2 (Imphal-Dimapur) passing through
Kangpokpi district for free movement of goods and people.

* Highway was blocked for 2 years due to tensions, disrupting supply of essentials.



Historical

« Ethnic tensions in Manipur trace back decades between Kuki, Naga, and Meitei groups.

» Earlier SoO agreements were signed in 2008, but implementation was weak.

Geographical
» National Highway-2 is critical as a lifeline for the Imphal Valley, connecting Manipur to Nagaland and
Assam.
» Manipur is part of India's Northeast insurgency belt, strategically sensitive due to proximity to

Myanmar.

Political

« The pact aligns with Centre's approach of peace accords with insurgent groups in the Northeast
(e.g., Bodo Accord, Naga talks).

» Reflects federal cooperation between Union and State governments in handling internal security.

Economic

» Opening of NH-2 is crucial for economic recovery, ensuring uninterrupted flow of goods and
essentials.

» Stability may encourage development and investments in the region.
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‘India’s birth rate down,
first dip in TFR in 2 years’
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‘India’s birth rate down,
first dip in TFR in 2 years’

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

India’s Crude Birth Rate
(CBR), the number of chil-
dren born per 1,000 peo-
ple in the population in a
year, has declined 0.7
points from 19.1 in 2022 to
18.4 in 2023. The country’s
Total Fertility Rate (TFR)
has fallen for the first time
in two years to 1.9 in 2023,
according to the latest
Sample Registration Sur-
vey Statistical Report for
2023. In 2021 and 2022, In-
dia’s TFR remained con-
stant at 2.0.

The report, released by
the Office of the Registrar
General of India this week,
revealed that the highest
CBR was in Bihar at 25.8,
and the lowest was in Ta-
mil Nadu at 12. Bihar re-
ported the highest TFR
(2.8) among the bigger
States and Union Territo-
ries (UTs), and Delhi re-
ported the lowest (1.2).

The report pointed out
that 18 States and UTs had

The latest data was
sourced from Sample
Registration Survey
Statistical Report
released this week

reported a TFR of below
the replacement level TFR
of 2.1. Replacement level
TFR denotes the average
number of children each
woman needs to give birth
for one generation to re-
place the other.

The RGI released the Ci-
vil Registration System
(CRS), Sample Registration
System (SRS), and Medical
Certification of Cause of
Death (MCCD) reports for
2021 after a four-year delay
in May this year, and in
June, the SRS, CRS, and
MCCD data for 2022 were
released. While the SRS for
2023 has been made pu-
blic, the corresponding
CRS and MCCD datasets
are yet to appear on the
Census website.

The SRS 2023 datasets

showed that the propor-
tion of the elderly in the
country (people above 60)
rose by 0.7 percentage
points in a year to 9.7% of
the population. Kerala has
the highest proportion of
elderly population at 15%.
Assam (7.6%), Delhi (7.7%),
and Jharkhand (7.6%) re-
ported the lowest propor-
tion of their respective
populations to be above
60

The TFR data, which de-
notes the average number
of children expected to be
born per woman during
her entire span of repro-
ductive period, further
showed that all States re-
porting TFR that is higher
than replacement level
were in northern India - Bi-
har (2.8), Uttar Pradesh
(2.6), Madhya Pradesh
(2.4), Rajasthan (2.3), and
Chhattisgarh  (2.2). The
States and UTs reporting
the lowest TFR included
Delhi (1.2), West Bengal
(1.3), Tamil Nadu (1.3), and
Maharashtra (1.4).



1. Key Statistical Findings
* Crude Birth Rate (CBR):

* Declined from 19.1in 2022 to 18.4 in 2023.
» Bihar reported the highest CBR (25.8), while Tamil Nadu recorded the lowest (12).
e Total Fertility Rate (TFR):
 Fellto 1.91in 2023, below the replacement level of 2.1.
» First dip after two years of being constant at 2.0.
» Elderly Population:
» Proportion of people above 60 years increased to 9.7% in 2023.
e Kerala has the highest elderly population (15%), while Assam, Delhi, and Jharkhand (all 7.6—
7.7%) reported the lowest.
e High TFR States:
e Bihar (2.8), Uttar Pradesh (2.6), Madhya Pradesh (2.4), Rajasthan (2.3), and Chhattisgarh (2.2).
» Low TFR States:
e Delhi (1.2), West Bengal (1.3), Tamil Nadu (1.3), and Maharashtra (1.4).



» India’s fertility rate has been on a steady decline for decades, driven by urbanization, literacy, family
planning, and women's workforce participation.

* Inthe 1970s, India's TFR was above 5 children per woman.

» The National Population Policy, 2000 aimed at achieving a TFR of 2.1 by 2010, but the milestone

was only reached in recent years.

3. Economic Implications
 Demographic Dividend:
» Declining fertility can slow down India’s working-age population growth, possibly reducing the
demographic dividend period.
» Rising Elderly Dependency:
e Higher elderly population (9.7%) will strain pension, healthcare, and social security systems.
» Regional Variations:
* Northern states with higher TFR may face resource pressure (education, jobs, health).

e Southern states with low TFR face an ageing population challenge.



4. Political and Policy Relevance
» Population Policy Debates:

« Some states (e.g., Uttar Pradesh, Assam) have proposed population control measures linking
welfare schemes to family size.
» Electoral Politics:
» Fertility discussions often enter debates on religion and demography, influencing political
narratives.
» Census & Data Collection:
» The report relies on Sample Registration Survey (SRS) 2023 and Civil Registration System
(CRS) data, highlighting delays in Census 2021 release.

5. Geographical Perspective
» North-South Divide:

« Northern states (Bihar, UP, MP) remain above replacement fertility, driving population growth.
» Southern states (Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka) have achieved below-replacement fertility,
moving towards ageing societies.
* Urban-Rural Divide:
» Urban areas show lower fertility due to better healthcare, education, and employment

opportunities.
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ROME

[talian fashion icon and luxury
king Giorgio Armani dead at 91

N

il

REUTERS
h

Italian luxury king Giorgio Armani, head of a high-end lifestyle
empire and one of fashion's most famous names, has died aged 91,
sparking tributes to a legend. The best-known contemporary
designer, Armani opened his fashion house in Milan in 1975, quickly
rising to the top of the industry and going on to dress the stars. AFP




» Giorgio Armani, legendary ltalian fashion designer, passed away at age 91.

» Known as the "master of the power suit”, he revolutionized men’s and women'’s fashion by softening

traditional tailoring.

* His company, Armani Group, confirmed his death.

2. Contributions to Fashion

» Redefined Men's Fashion:
» Removed shoulder pads & heavy linings from suits.
» Created a softer, body-revealing structure, leading to the rise of the power suit.
 For Women: Offered an alternative to traditional feminine wear, giving women a sense of authority
in the workplace (esp. 1980s corporate culture).

e Popularized androgynous yet luxurious fashion.



4. Personal Life

 Born July 11, 1934, Piacenza, Italy.
 Worked during WWII as a clerk in Fascist offices.
 Movies were his first love; wanted to become a director.

» Maintained low profile, focused on design rather than flamboyance.

5. Historical & Economic Context

 Armani's rise in 1970s-80s coincided with global changes:
e Expansion of consumer capitalism and Hollywood celebrity culture.
e |taly's strong fashion dominance (Milan, Florence).
e Armani’s suits became symbols of corporate power in neoliberal economies.

» His designs mirrored social shifts — women entering corporate roles in large numbers.



Famous Italian Fashion Brands

Gucci — Known for luxury handbags, clothing, and accessories.
Prada — Minimalist style, luxury bags, and shoes.

Versace — Bold prints, glamorous dresses, and statement designs.
Dolce & Gabbana (D&G) — Italian heritage-inspired fashion.
Valentino — Haute couture and elegant evening gowns.
Armani (Giorgio Armani) — Classic formal wear and suits.
Bottega Veneta — Famous for its leather craftsmanship.

Fendi — Iconic “Baguette Bag,” fur, and luxury wear.

Moschino — Playful, quirky, and bold fashion.

Salvatore Ferragamo — High-end shoes and leather goods.



Famous French Fashion Brands

Louis Vuitton (LV) — World’s most iconic luxury bags.
Chanel — Timeless fashion, handbags, and perfumes.
Dior — Haute couture, perfumes, and elegant gowns.
Hermes — Birkin & Kelly bags, silk scarves, and leather.
Saint Laurent (YSL) — Modern edgy fashion and bags.
Givenchy — Chic clothing, accessories, and perfumes.
Balmain — Luxury ready-to-wear fashion.

Celine — Minimalist luxury fashion.

Lanvin — One of the oldest French couture houses.
Jean Paul Gaultier — Avant-garde designs and fragrances.



Top 10 Global Fashion Brands by Brand Value

Rank Brand

1 Chanel

2 Louis Vuitton
3 Nike

4 Hermes

5 Zara (Inditex)
6 Gucci

7 Dior

8 Adidas

9 Rolex

10 Cartier

Country

France

France

USA

France

Spain

Italy (via Kering)

France

Germany

Switzerland

France

Brand Value (Approx.)

US $37.9 billion

~US $32-41 billion (est.)

~US $30 billion

~US $16.7 billion

~US $16.3 billion

~US $14.9 billion

~US $14.7 billion

~US $14.4 billion

~US $13.8 billion

~US $13.6 billion



Nepal bans Facebook, X, YouTube,
and 23 other social media platforms

K.P. Sharma Oli's govt. cites the companies’ non-compliance with registration rules as reason behind decision; free speech

advocates say the move is less about regulation and more about silencing dissent and tightening control over online speech

Sanjeev Satgainya
KATHMANDU

he K.P. Sharma Oli
T government  on
Thursday decided

to ban as many as 26 social
media platforms, including
Facebook, X (formerly
Twitter), Instagram, and
YouTube, citing their fai-
lure to meet the deadline
to comply with registration
requirements in Nepal.
Issuing a public notice,
the Ministry of Communi-
cations and Information
Technology said it “has or-
dered the Nepal Telecom-
munication Authority to
make inactive all non-regis-
tered social media sites un-

Time up: A seven-day deadline set for social media platforms to
register in Nepal had expired on Wednesday night. ISTOCKPHOTO

til they are registered.”
After repeated requests,
the government again, on
August 28, set a seven-day
deadline for social media

platforms to register in Ne-
pal. That deadline expired
on Wednesday night.

On Wednesday after-
noon, Gajendra Thakur,

spokesperson for the Mi-
nistry, said that the govern-
ment was hopeful social
media companies would
approach them before
midnight. If they did not,
he said, the government
would act accordingly. As
none approached, a meet-
ing on Thursday then
made the decision to en-
force the ban.

Free speech advocates
have objected to the move,
saying it is less about regu-
lation and more about si-
lencing dissenting voices.
They believe the govern-
ment’s registration condi-
tions, which include strin-
gent oversight and control
measures, may have been

deemed unrealistic and in-
trusive by many social me-
dia companies, likely
prompting their refusal to
register.

The government has
based its decision to ban
the sites on a recent Su-
preme Court ruling and its
own Directives Relating to
the Regulation for Usage of
Social Media. This is not
the first time Nepal has
banned a social media plat-
form. In November 2023,
the then Pushpa Kamal Da-
hal government blocked
TikTok for nine months,
prompting criticism.

(Sanjeev Satgainya is an
independent  journalist
based in Kathmandu)



* Decision by Nepal govt: K.P. Sharma Oli’'s government banned 26 social media platforms,
including Facebook, X (Twitter), Instagram, and YouTube.

* Reason given: Non-compliance with Nepal’s registration requirements.

* Action taken: Nepal Telecommunication Authority ordered all non-registered sites to be
made inactive.

* 2. Legal & Administrative Context

* Notice & deadline: On August 28, a 7-day deadline was set for compliance (expired Sept
4).

* No compliance: None of the companies registered; ban enforced Sept 5.

* Legal basis: Directive issued in line with a recent Supreme Court ruling and Nepal’s
Directives Relating to the Regulation for Usage of Social Media.



 Government Justification

* Claimed move ensures registration, oversight, and accountability of foreign tech
platforms.

e Stated aim: protect national interests, regulate digital space, and ensure taxation.
* 4. Criticism & Concerns

* Free speech groups: Called it a move to silence dissent and tighten control over online
speech.

* Registration norms: Seen as too stringent and intrusive, discouraging companies from
registering.

* History: Not the first instance — TikTok was banned for 9 months in Nov 2023 under
Pushpa Kamal Dahal govt.






 The Kerala Health Department fears that Acanthamoeba could be much more widely
present in the State’s waterbodies than was thought before.

 Acanthamoeba

* Acanthamoeba are free-living protozoan amoebae (single-celled organisms) found
widely in the environment (soil, air, dust, freshwater, seawater, contact lens cases,
swimming pools, hospital equipment).

* They are not true parasites, because they can complete their life cycle without infecting
humans or animals.



* Pathogenic Infections caused by Acanthamoeba:
* Acanthamoeba keratitis (AK):
* Eye infection, usually in contact lens users.

* Symptoms: severe pain, redness, blurred vision, photophobia, corneal
ulceration.

* Risk factors: improper contact lens hygiene, exposure to contaminated water
while wearing lenses.



Granulomatous Amoebic Encephalitis (GAE):

e Rare but usually fatal brain infection.
e Occurs mainly in immunocompromised persons (HIV/AIDS, transplant, cancer patients).
e Symptoms: headache, fever, seizures, confusion, neurological deficits.

Disseminated Acanthamoeba infection:

e Can spread to skin, lungs, sinuses in immunocompromised patients.
e Causes chronic ulcers, abscesses, or nodules.

Treatment remains difficult: Overall, therapeutic outcomes are mixed due to

diagnostic delays and underlying patient vulnerabilities.




Excess Rainfall Threatens
Karnataka’s Coffee
Plantations



India’s coffee heartland, Chikmagaluru, Coorg, and Hassan districts of
Karnataka, has been hit by incessant rains, extreme cold, and lack of sunlight.

Geographical Condition for Coffee production

Climate: Coffee grows well in tropical climates. It requires a warm, humid
climate with mild winters. Shade is essential for healthy growth, and coffee is
often grown under tree cover.




Soil: Requires well-drained, fertile soils, rich in humus and organic matter.

e Soil should be slightly acidic, with a pH of 6.0-6.5.

Temperature: Ideal annual temperature ranges between 15°C and 28°C.

e Frost is harmful to coffee plants, and extreme hot or dry conditions also reduce vyield.

Precipitation: Coffee thrives in hilly regions with elevations of 600-1,600

metres above sea level.

e Sloping terrain ensures proper drainage and prevents waterlogging.



* Major Coffee producing states are Karnataka (largest producer, contributes nearly 70% of India’s coffee),
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu.

» Other emerging states are: Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, and the North-Eastern region (mainly Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, and Meghalaya).



Sustainable Aviation
Fuel (SAF)



* The Ministry of Civil Aviation, in partnership with the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) and with support from the European Union has officially released
the Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) Feasibility Study for India.

* The feasibility study assesses the potential for producing and utilizing drop-
in Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) in India.

* India’s readiness to become self-sufficient in SAF production: India is targeting 1%
blending by 2027, 2% by 2028 and 5% by 2030 in line with the CORSIA mandate.



» Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF)

* SAF is an alternative fuel made from non-petroleum feedstocks that reduces emissions from air
transportation.

* SAF can be blended at different levels with limits between 10% and 50%, depending on the feedstock and
how the fuel is produced.

 Need for SAF:

Worldwide, aviation accounts for 2% of all carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and 12% of all CO2
emissions from transportation.

ICAQ’s Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA) caps net CO2
aviation emissions at 2020 levels through 2035.

The international aviation industry has set an aspirational goal to reach net zero carbon by 2050.
SAF presents the best near-term opportunity to meet these goals.



Benefits

*Engine and infrastructure compatibility: SAF blended
with conventional Jet A can be used in existing aircraft
infrastructure.

*Fewer emissions: Compared with conventional jet fuel,
100% SAF has the potential to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by up to 94% depending on feedstock and
technology pathway.

*More flexibility: SAF is a replacement for conventional jet
jet fuel, allowing for multiple products from various
feedstocks and production technologies.






* Recent data from 43 cancer registries in India show a lifetime cancer risk of 11%. In 2024,
an estimated 15.6 lakh new cancer cases and 8.74 lakh deaths were recorded.

* These registries cover 10% to 18% of the population across 23 states and Union
Territories.

* The findings reveal important trends in cancer types, regional variations, and risk factors
that inform policy and healthcare strategies.



Cancer Burden in India

Cancer cases in India show gender difference. Women account for 51.1% of cases
but only 45% of deaths. This is largely due to the types of cancers common in
women, such as breast and cervical cancer, which are easier to detect early and
treat effectively. Men face more deadly cancers like lung and gastric cancer, which
are harder to diagnose early.




Shift in Common Cancer Types

Oral cancer has become the most common
cancer in Indian men, surpassing lung cancer.
This rise occurs despite a decline in tobacco
use from 34.6% to 28.6% between 2009-10
and 2016-17. The long latency period of
cancer and other risk factors such as alcohol
consumption contribute to this trend.
Alcohol increases the risk of several cancers
and combined use with tobacco further
compounds this risk.
Y




Regional Variations and Risk Factors

The Northeast region shows the highest cancer incidence, including

cervical, lung (in women), and oral cancers. High tobacco use, unique
dietary habits like fermented pork fat and smoked meats, and

consumption of very spicy foods and hot beverages contribute to this
pattern.



State-wise Cancer Risk

Mizoram has the highest lifetime cancer risk in India, with 21.1% in
men and 18.9% in women, far above the national average. Other
regions also show varying incidences of specific cancers such as breast,
cervical, lung, oral, and prostate cancers, reflecting diverse
environmental and lifestyle factors.



Word of the day

Squeamish:
excessively fastidious and easily disgusted

Synonyms: dainty, nice, prissy

Usa g€ He was so squeamish he would only
touch the handle with his elbow.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
squeamishpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /skwimij/
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