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Why in News / चचचा में क्य ों

• PIB (Finance Ministry) — Aug 2024: ICTP 'lacks strategic objectives'
PIB (वित्त मंत्रालय) —अगस्त 2024: ICTP में 'रणनीविक उदे्दश्यं का अभाि'

• MoD — March 2026: Same project notified as 'strategic project'
MoD — मार्च 2026: उसी पररययजना कय 'रणनीविक' घयविि

• PPPAC cleared the project but refused ₹12,230 crore VGF
PPPAC ने मंजूरी दी लेवकन ₹12,230 करयड़ VGF अस्वीकार

• HPC environmental report suppressed since 2022; RTIs denied
HPC पयाचिरण ररपयर्च 2022 से दबाई; RTI अस्वीकार

• ₹81,000 cr project now framed in China maritime threat lens
₹81,000 करयड़ पररययजना अब र्ीन के खिरे के संदभच में



Key Facts & Data / मुख्य तथ्य

₹81,000 cr

Total Project Cost
कुल पररययजना लागि

₹12,230 cr

VGF Refused
VGF अस्वीकार

~90 km

From Malacca Strait
मलक्का से दूरी

84%

Protected Area
संरविि िेत्र

Strategic Channels / रणनीततक चैनल

Channel Separates

Six Degree Channel Great Nicobar & Sumatra

Ten Degree Channel Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Malacca Strait Malay Peninsula & Sumatra

Duncan Passage S. Andaman & Little Andaman



Multi-Subject Connections / बहु-तिषय सोंबोंध

🏛️ History (इततहचस)

British penal colony 1858; Cellular Jail; Bose 
raised flag 1943; Japan occupied 1942-45

🌍 Geography (भूगयल)

Galathea Bay; Indira Point; 6° Channel; 10°
Channel; Malacca Strait ~90 km; Seismic 
zone

⚖️ Polity (रचजव्यिस्थच)

UT (Art.239); EPA 1986; FCA 1980; RTI Sec 
8(1)(a); FRA 2006 (Shompen PVTG)

💰 Economy (अर्ाव्यिस्थच)

VGF; PPP; Sagarmala; Transhipment; 
₹81,000 cr; Forex saving ~$200mn/yr

🌿 Environment (पयचािरण)

Leatherback turtle; 84% protected; 
Biosphere; Coral reefs; 2004 Tsunami zone

🔬 S&T (तिज्ञचन-प्रौद्ययतगकी)

Deep-water dredging; CEIA required; Gas 
power plant; Seismic vulnerability



Timeline / कचलक्रम

2021 Great Nicobar Development Programme conceived (MHA/NITI Aayog)

Nov 2022 Environmental clearance granted; HPC report ordered but not published

Jan 2023 Expression of Interest for ICTP — framed as commercial project

Aug 2024 PIB: 'ICTP lacks strategic objectives'

Mar 2026 MoD notifies ICTP as 'strategic project'; PPPAC clears but denies VGF



Exam Relevance & Statement MCQ / परीक्षच

Statement-Based MCQ:

1. PIB termed ICTP as 'lacking strategic objectives' in August 2024. ✅

2. Implementing agency is ANIIDCO. ❌ (KPL = implementing agency; ANIIDCO = proponent)

3. Great Nicobar is separated from Sumatra by Six Degree Channel. ✅

4. Shompen tribe is classified as PVTG. ✅

Correct Answer: (d) Statements 1, 3 and 4 are correct

Prelims: Channels, VGF, PIB vs PPPAC, Galathea Bay location  |  Mains GS2/GS3: Maritime security, String of Pearls, Environmental 
governance



10 Quick Revision Points / 10 त्वररत पुनरचिृति तबोंदु

1. PIB (Finance Min) → Aug 2024: ICTP 'lacks strategic objectives'

2. MoD → Mar 2026: Same project = 'strategic'

3. PPPAC cleared but refused ₹12,230 cr VGF

4. Total cost: ₹81,000 cr (port+township+airport+power)

5. HPC env. report suppressed since 2022; RTI denied

6. Galathea Bay = naturally deep harbour, SE coast

7. Six Degree Channel separates Great Nicobar from Sumatra

8. Shompen = PVTG; rights under FRA 2006

9. KPL (Kamarajar Port, Chennai) = implementing agency

10. Counter to China's String of Pearls (Gwadar/Hambantota)







Why in News / चचचा में क्य ों

• India & UK formally launched Critical Minerals GSCO in New Delhi
भारिऔर UK ने नई वदल्ली में GSCO काऔपर्ाररक लॉन्च

• Jointly operated: TEXMiN + IIT(ISM) Dhanbad + Cambridge University
संयुक्त संर्ालन: TEXMiN + IIT(ISM) धनबाद + कैम्ब्रिज विश्वविद्यालय

• First announced during UK PM Starmer's India visit (October 2025)
अकू्टबर 2025 में UK PM स्टामचर की भारि यात्रा में घयविि

• Built on India-UK comprehensive trade deal + defence industrial 
roadmap

व्यापकव्यापार समझौिेऔर रिा रयडमैप केआधार पर

• China controls 60-80% of critical mineral processing — GSCO counters 
this

र्ीन 60-80% महत्वपूणच खवनज प्रसंस्करण पर हािी— GSCO इसका जिाब



Key Minerals & Facts / मुख्यखतनज

30

Critical Minerals
India's List (2023)

₹16,300 cr

NCMM 2024
Budget

5.9 mn t

Lithium (Reasi, J&K)
Discovered by GSI 2023

~80%

China's Lithium
Processing Dominance

Top Critical Minerals & Uses:

Mineral Key Use

Lithium Li-ion batteries (EVs, phones)

Cobalt Battery cathodes; superalloys

REEs (Nd, Pr, Dy) EV motors, wind turbines, defence magnets

Graphite Battery anodes

Vanadium Vanadium redox flow batteries; steel



Multi-Subject Connections / बहु-तिषय सोंबोंध

🏛️ History (इततहचस)

ISM Dhanbad founded 1926 (British India) 
→ IIT 2016; Colonial mineral extraction; 
CMNA 1973

🌍 Geography (भूगयल)

Reasi J&K = lithium; Chota Nagpur belt; 
Kerala/Odisha = monazite REE; Lithium 
Triangle (Bolivia/Chile/Argentina)

⚖️ Polity (रचजव्यिस्थच)

MMDR Act 1957 (amended 2021); NCMM 
2024; India-UK FTA; MSP (14 nations); KABIL 
= NALCO+HCL+MECL

💰 Economy (अर्ाव्यिस्थच)

Global mineral market: $320bn→$770bn 
(2040); India imports >90% lithium; China 
dominance; KABIL overseas

🌿 Environment (पयचािरण)

Lithium mining (Atacama evap ponds); 
Cobalt/DRC child labour; Circular economy; 
Sovereign Green Bonds Jan 2023

🔬 S&T (तिज्ञचन-प्रौद्ययतगकी)

TEXMiN 2019: deep-sea mining + AI 
exploration; REEs = 17 elements for 
magnets/lasers; T+1 settlement



Statement MCQ + Exam Angles

Statement MCQ:

1. GSCO launched by Union Minister for Mines & UK Foreign Secretary. ✅

2. Observatory operated by TEXMiN, IIT(ISM), and University of Oxford. ❌ (Cambridge, NOT Oxford)

3. India identified 30 critical minerals in 2023. ✅

4. KABIL = NALCO + HCL + MECL JV for overseas exploration. ✅

Correct Answer: (b) Statements 1, 3 and 4 are correct

Prelims: KABIL, MMDR, 30 minerals, TEXMiN, Reasi lithium  |  Mains: GS3 critical minerals strategy, tech sovereignty, green energy



10 Quick Revision Points / त्वररत पुनरचिृति

1. GSCO = Critical Minerals Global Supply Chain Observatory

2. Partners: TEXMiN + IIT(ISM) Dhanbad + Cambridge University

3. First announced: UK PM Starmer's India visit (October 2025)

4. India's 30 Critical Minerals (2023): Li, Co, Ni, Graphite, REEs

5. KABIL = NALCO + HCL + MECL — overseas mineral exploration

6. Reasi, J&K lithium: ~5.9 mn tonnes; GSI discovered 2023

7. MMDR Act 1957 = primary mining law; amended 2015, 2021

8. China: ~60% REE, ~75% cobalt, ~80% lithium processing

9. NCMM 2024: ₹16,300 cr; Ministry of Mines

10. TEXMiN (2019): IIT(ISM) Dhanbad; deep-sea mining + AI





Why in News / चचचा में क्य ों

• Delcy Rodriguez (Acting President) visits India — 5-day trip
डेल्सी रयवडि ग्ज (कायचिाहक राष्ट्ि पवि) की 5 वदिसीय भारि यात्रा

• Maduro allegedly abducted by US military (Jan 2026)
माडुरय का अमेररकी सेना द्वारा कविि अपहरण (जनिरी 2026)

• Focus: Energy, Critical Minerals, Technology, Agriculture, Health
ध्यान: ऊजाच, महत्वपूणच खवनज, प्रौद्ययवगकी, कृवि, स्वास्थ्य

• Venezuela = 'trusted partner'; India = 'main energy export destination'
िेनेजुएला = 'विश्वसनीय भागीदार'; भारि = 'मुख्यऊजाच वनयाचि गंिव्य'

• Global South solidarity emphasised by both sides
दयनयं पियं ने ग्लयबल साउि एकजुर्िा पर जयर



Key Facts & Geography / मुख्य तथ्य

~303 bn bbl

Largest Proven Oil Reserves
(World #1)

OPEC

Member since 1960
HQ: Vienna

3rd

India = World's Largest
Oil Importer (rank)

Orinoco

Belt = Extra-Heavy
Crude Oil Region

Key Geography / भूगयल

Country/Place Key Facts

Venezuela N. South America; borders Colombia, Brazil, Guyana; Caribbean Sea

Capital Caracas | Language: Spanish | Currency: Bolívar Soberano

Angel Falls World's highest waterfall; Canaima NP; UNESCO Heritage

Orinoco River Major river; Orinoco Belt = heavy crude deposits



Multi-Subject Connections / बहु-तिषय सोंबोंध

🏛️ History (इततहचस)

Simon Bolivar 1830; Gran Colombia; Hugo 
Chavez 1999; NAM legacy; Panchsheel 1954

🌍 Geography (भूगयल)

N. South America; Orinoco Belt; Angel Falls; 
Caribbean Sea; Panama Canal proximity

⚖️ Polity (रचजव्यिस्थच)

Strategic Autonomy; UN Art 2(1) sovereign 
equality; FEMA; CELAC dialogue partner

💰 Economy (अर्ाव्यिस्थच)

OPEC member; PDVSA; Coltan (electronics); 
Rupee-Bolivar trade; India = 3rd importer

🌿 Environment (पयचािरण)

Amazon rainforest; Tepui ecosystems; Oil 
sector carbon emissions; Climate goals 
tension

🔬 S&T (तिज्ञचन-प्रौद्ययतगकी)

Heavy crude refining (HPCL/IOC/BPCL); 
Coltan→Tantalum; NavIC space cooperation



Statement MCQ + Exam Angles

Statement MCQ:

1. Venezuela is OPEC member with world's largest proven oil reserves. ✅

2. Orinoco Belt contains light sweet crude oil. ❌ (Extra-heavy crude)

3. India's strategic autonomy = independent decisions, not bloc-bound. ✅

4. India is a full member of CELAC. ❌ (Dialogue partner only)

Correct Answer: (a) Statements 1 and 3 are correct

Prelims: OPEC, Orinoco, oil reserves, coltan, Angel Falls  |  Mains GS2: Strategic Autonomy, energy security  |  GS3: Import diversification



10 Quick Revision Points / त्वररत पुनरचिृति

1. Venezuela = World's largest proven oil reserves (~303 bn bbl)

2. Delcy Rodriguez = Acting President (Maduro abducted Jan 2026)

3. OPEC member; PDVSA = state oil company

4. India = world's 3rd largest oil importer

5. Meeting: Energy, Critical Minerals, Tech, Agri, Health

6. Strategic Autonomy: engage despite US sanctions

7. Orinoco Belt = extra-heavy crude; special refining needed

8. Coltan → Tantalum → electronics (EV batteries)

9. Angel Falls = world's highest waterfall; Venezuela

10. Global South solidarity; Venezuela = 'trusted partner' for India







UV Radiation & SPF Explained / UV तितकरण

UV Type Wavelength Effect Measured by

UVB 280–315 nm Sunburn; skin cancer; DNA damage SPF

UVA 315–400 nm Tanning; photoageing; pigmentation; deeper penetration PA Rating

UVC 100–280 nm Absorbed by ozone layer; does NOT reach earth —

SPF Scale (NOT Linear!) / SPF पैमचनच (रैखखकनही ों!):

SPF 15

93%

Blocks 93% UVB

SPF 30 ✅

97%

Ideal for Indian skin — SPF 30 min

SPF 50

98%

Only 1% more than SPF 30!

SPF 100

~99%

Minimal gain over SPF 50



PA Rating System & Application Tips

PA Rating (UVA Protection) / PA रेत ोंग:

PA+: Some UVA protection

PA++: Moderate UVA

PA+++: High UVA (Recommended ✅)

PA++++: Extremely High UVA

Application Tips / लगचने के सुझचि:

Apply 15–20 min before sun exposure

Reapply every 2–3 hours outdoors

Use waterproof for sports/swimming

Cover: face, neck, hands, forearms

SPF 30 minimum; SPF 50+ for outdoor sports

Choose broad-spectrum + PA+++ sunscreen

Key takeaway: Correct application > High SPF number | सही तरीके से लगचनच > उच्च SPF सोंख्यच



Multi-Subject Connections / बहु-तिषय सोंबोंध

🏛️ History (इततहचस)

1928: Franz Greiter invents sunscreen; 1962: 
SPF system; Ancient India: 
turmeric+sandalwood

🌍 Geography (भूगयल)

India (tropical) = high UV index year-round; 
Ozone hole: Antarctic; Higher altitude = 
more UV

⚖️ Polity (रचजव्यिस्थच)

Drugs & Cosmetics Act 1940; BIS standards; 
Consumer Protection Act 2019; National 
Health Policy 2017

💰 Economy (अर्ाव्यिस्थच)

Global sunscreen market: $13bn (2024) → 
$25bn (2032); India skincare: ₹30,000 cr; 
Indian pharma exports

🌿 Environment (पयचािरण)

Ozone depletion: CFCs/HCFCs destroy O3; 
Montreal Protocol 1987; Oxybenzone = coral 
reef damage; Hawaii ban 2018

🔬 S&T (तिज्ञचन-प्रौद्ययतगकी)

UVB→DNA thymine dimers→cancer; 
Melanin (natural UV protection); PUVA 
therapy; Mineral vs chemical sunscreen



Statement MCQ + Exam Angles

Statement MCQ:

1. SPF measures protection against both UVA and UVB. ❌ (UVB only; UVA = PA rating)

2. UVA penetrates deeper; linked to photoageing and pigmentation. ✅

3. SPF 80 offers twice the UVB protection of SPF 30. ❌ (SPF not linear: 97% vs 99%)

4. Montreal Protocol (1987) is most successful ozone protection treaty. ✅

Correct Answer: (c) Statements 2 and 4 are correct

Prelims: UV types, ozone layer, melanin, Montreal Protocol  |  Mains: GS3 S&T; ozone depletion + health  |  Interview: Sunscreen policy



10 Quick Revision Points / त्वररत पुनरचिृति

1. SPF = UVB protection ONLY; PA rating = UVA protection

2. SPF 30 → 97% UVB blocked; SPF 50 → 98% (NOT 2x!)

3. UVA (315–400nm): tanning, ageing, pigmentation; deeper

4. UVB (280–315nm): sunburn, cancer; ozone absorbs it mostly

5. Broad-spectrum + PA+++ = ideal sunscreen choice

6. Reapply every 2–3 hrs; apply 15–20 min before sun

7. Montreal Protocol 1987: phases out CFCs/HCFCs; ozone

8. Ozone layer: stratosphere; O3; absorbs UVB + UVC

9. Chemical sunscreen (oxybenzone) = coral reef damage

10. Melanin = natural UV protection; darker skin = more melanin







Why in News / चचचा में क्य ों

• India plans to scrap CGT on FPI investments in government securities
सरकारी प्रविभूविययं पर FPI के वलए CGT खत्मकरने की ययजना

• Rupee weakened >5% since start of 2026 — oil prices + FPI equity 
outflows

2026 से रुपया >5% कमजयर— उच्च िेल + FPI बवहिाचह

• Benchmark bond yield eased 1 bps to 7.01% on the news
खबर से बेंर्माकच बॉन्ड यील्ड 1 बेवसस पॉइंर् घर्कर 7.01%

• 20% withholding tax on G-Sec interest may also be removed
G-Sec ब्याज पर 20% विदहयम्ब्रलं्डग रै्क्सभी हर्ाया जा सकिा है

• Madhavi Arora (Emkay Global): 'not a magic bullet but positive 
medium term'

माधिी अरयरा: 'जादू की छड़ी नही ं लेवकन मध्यमअिवध में सकारात्मक'



Key Economic Facts / मुख्यआतर्ाक तथ्य

12.5%

LTCG Tax (>12 months)
(to be removed on G-Secs)

20%

Withholding Tax on
G-Sec Interest

7.01%

Benchmark Bond Yield
(eased 1 bps on news)

Jun 2024

India joins
JP Morgan GBI-EM Index

Key Bond Market Concepts / बॉन्ड बचजचर अिधचरणचएँ:

Term Definition

Bond Yield Annual return on bond; INVERSE to bond price — if price ↑, yield ↓

FAR Fully Accessible Route — unlimited FPI investment in select G-Secs

VGF (different) Viability Gap Funding — infrastructure project support

CAD Current Account Deficit — India's imports > exports; needs capital inflows

Basis Point 0.01% (1/100 of 1%) — used to measure yield/interest rate changes



Multi-Subject Connections / बहु-तिषय सोंबोंध

🏛️ History (इततहचस)

1991: BoP crisis → IMF → liberalisation; 
1993: FII in equities; 1999: FEMA replaced 
FERA; 2013: FII→FPI

🌍 Geography (भूगयल)

Global fin. centres: NY, London, Tokyo, 
Mumbai (NSE/BSE); India imports oil in USD; 
GIFT City, Gujarat = IFSC

⚖️ Polity (रचजव्यिस्थच)

Art. 265: no tax without law; Finance Act 
(Budget); FEMA 1999; SEBI FPI Regs 2019; 
RBI Act 1934

💰 Economy (अर्ाव्यिस्थच)

LTCG 12.5% + WHT 20% to go; FAR; JP 
Morgan GBI-EM Jun 2024; FPI vs FDI; CAD; 
Basis Point = 0.01%

🌿 Environment (पयचािरण)

Green Bonds: India's Sovereign Green Bonds 
(Jan 2023); Climate finance inflows; FPI in 
green bonds boosted

🔬 S&T (तिज्ञचन-प्रौद्ययतगकी)

Algorithmic trading: tax changes modelled in 
ms; NDS-OM: RBI's G-Sec trading platform; 
T+1 settlement (equities)



Statement MCQ + Exam Angles

Statement MCQ:

1. India's G-Secs included in JP Morgan GBI-EM from June 2024. ✅

2. FAR allows unlimited FPI in ALL categories of Indian G-Secs. ❌ (Selected/specified G-Secs only)

3. Bond prices and bond yields have an inverse relationship. ✅

4. FPIs currently pay 12.5% LTCG on bonds held >12 months. ✅

Correct Answer: (b) Statements 1, 3 and 4 are correct

Prelims: CGT rates, FAR, JP Morgan, basis point  |  Mains GS3: Exchange rate management, FPI, CAD financing  |  Interview: Fiscal trade-
off



10 Quick Revision Points / त्वररत पुनरचिृति

1. India plans to scrap CGT on FPI investments in G-Secs

2. Rupee weakened >5% since start of 2026 (oil + FPI outflows)

3. LTCG = 12.5% (>12 months); STCG = 20% (≤12 months)

4. Withholding Tax = 20% on G-Sec interest — may be removed

5. JP Morgan GBI-EM: India's G-Secs included JUNE 2024

6. Bond yield INVERSE to price: demand ↑ → price ↑ → yield ↓

7. FAR (Fully Accessible Route): unlimited FPI in select G-Secs

8. India's benchmark bond yield = 7.01% (eased 1 bps on news)

9. Sovereign Green Bonds: India first issued Jan 2023

10. India credit rating: Baa3 (Moody's), BBB- (S&P) — lowest invest-
grade



India Expands Ethanol Fuel Network 
by 2027 





Fuel Type Ethanol Content Petrol Content Usage

E10 10% 90% Earlier standard fuel

E20 20% 80%
Current national 
standard

E85 85% 15% Flex-fuel vehicles

E100 100% Nil
Dedicated ethanol 
engines

B20 20% Biodiesel 80% Diesel Diesel vehicles

B100 100% Biodiesel Nil
Specialized diesel 
engines











State Importance

Uttar Pradesh Largest producer

Maharashtra Major sugarcane belt

Karnataka Significant ethanol production

Bihar Emerging producer

Gujarat Biofuel investments increasing





• J&K Bank Wins 
Finacle Gold 
Award for AI 
Platform (2026)



Aspect Details Exam Significance

News
J&K Bank won Gold Award at Finacle 
Innovation Awards 2026

Example of AI-led digital transformation in 
banking

Date 3 June 2026 Current Affairs Fact

Venue Mumbai Static Fact

Award Category
Modern Technologies-led Innovation – Data 
Insights & Analytics Platform

Important Banking Technology Topic

Organizer Infosys Finacle Major global banking technology provider

Award Type Gold Award Highest category recognition

Theme 2026
"Recomposing Banking: Playbook for the 
Next Phase of Banking Transformation"

Reflects future of AI-driven banking





Feature Details

Founded 1938

Headquarters Srinagar

Type Scheduled Commercial Bank

Ownership Government-backed bank

Area of Operation Pan-India

Special Focus Jammu & Kashmir economy



•United States 
Becomes India's 
Largest LPG 
Supplier



Aspect Details Significance

News
United States became India's 
largest LPG supplier in 2026

Major shift in India's energy import 
strategy

Earlier Dominance
Gulf Countries (Saudi Arabia, UAE, 
Qatar)

Traditional energy partners

New Leader United States Energy diversification

US Share (May 2026)
More than 55% of India's LPG 
imports

Historic change

LPG Imports from US 666,000 tonnes in May 2026 Record level

Trigger
West Asia tensions and Strait of 
Hormuz disruptions

Geopolitical impact on energy 
security

Importance
Strengthens India's energy 
resilience

Reduces overdependence on Gulf 
region









Chokepoint Connects

Strait of Hormuz Persian Gulf – Gulf of Oman

Strait of Malacca Indian Ocean – Pacific Ocean

Suez Canal Mediterranean Sea – Red Sea

Bab-el-Mandeb Red Sea – Gulf of Aden

Panama Canal Atlantic – Pacific Ocean





• FSSAI Vegan Logo 
Mandatory for Food 
Products from July 2027







Aspect Details Exam Relevance

News
FSSAI mandates standardized Vegan 
Logo on approved vegan food 
products

Consumer awareness & food 
regulation

Effective Date 1 July 2027 Important Current Affairs Fact

Regulator
Food Safety and Standards Authority 
of India

Regulation
Food Safety and Standards (Vegan 
Foods) Amendment Regulations, 
2026

Important Regulatory Development

Notification Date 21 May 2026 Current Affairs Fact

Purpose
Uniform identification of vegan 
products

Consumer protection

Target Group Food Business Operators (FBOs) Compliance requirement



Particular Details

Full Form Food Safety and Standards Authority of India

Established 2008

Parent Ministry Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

Headquarters New Delhi

Legal Basis Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006

Function Food regulation and safety standards in India



Parameter Vegan Food Vegetarian Food

Milk ❌ Not Allowed ✔ Allowed

Honey ❌ Not Allowed ✔ Allowed

Butter/Ghee ❌ Not Allowed ✔ Allowed

Cheese/Paneer ❌ Not Allowed ✔ Allowed

Eggs ❌ Not Allowed ❌ Not Allowed

Meat/Fish ❌ Not Allowed ❌ Not Allowed

Animal Testing Not preferred Not specifically covered













Aspect Vegetarian Vegan

Milk ✔ ❌

Butter ✔ ❌

Cheese ✔ ❌

Honey ✔ ❌

Eggs ❌ ❌

Meat ❌ ❌

Animal-derived Additives May be allowed Not allowed







India Leads in US Unicorn Founders



Aspect Details Exam Relevance

News
India is the largest source country 
for immigrant founders of US 
unicorns

Highlights India's global 
entrepreneurial talent

Indian Unicorn Founders in US 96 founders (as of June 2026) Important Current Affairs Fact

Total US Unicorns Founded by 
Immigrants

455 out of 775
Immigrant contribution to 
innovation

Share of Immigrant-founded 
Unicorns

59% Significant economic impact

Research Source
Stanford University Venture Capital 
Initiative

Frequently cited entrepreneurship 
study

India's Global Rank
1st among immigrant founder 
origins

Demonstrates strength of Indian 
talent pool



Term Definition

Unicorn Startup valued at $1 billion or more

Decacorn Startup valued at $10 billion or more

Hectocorn Startup valued at $100 billion or more

Founder Individual who starts a company

Co-Founder One of multiple founders



Indicator Data

Indian-origin Unicorn Founders 96

Immigrant-founded US Unicorns 455

Total US Unicorns 775

Share of Immigrant Founders 59%

Share of US Unicorn Founders who 
are Immigrants

44%

India's Rank 1st
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