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CURRENT AFFAIRS MAGAZINE

& UMANG 360 MAGAZINE — COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS IN ONE PLACE
& COVERS MARCH 2026 TO APRIL 2027 MONTH-WISE

& INCLUDES MCQS, GOVERNMENT SCHEMES & KEY UPDATES

& EASY, CONCISE & PERFECT FOR QUICK REVISION

& SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR UPSC, SSC, STATE PCS & ALL
COMPETITIVE EXAMS

& AVAILABLE IN E- PDF ( DOWNLOADABLE & PRINTABLE)
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Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir

Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir covers national & international events, key facts, MCQs, and
analysis. Ideal for SSC, UPSC, RRB & other exams preparation.

LIVE @ Class24: Team (O Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir % % % & (48)
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TESTS mang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 is made very simple and easy to understand in a user-friendly and simple format for
ompetitive exam aspirants. It includes all the important current affairs between the period of March 2026 and April 2027; Current

[ » ]
LT/ ffairs Magazine covers all national and international events, schemes of the government, important updates, as well as exam-
elated MCQs. The information is articulated in a clear and tight manner, making it straightforward and quick to revamp. The
- agazine saves you time and boosts preparation by bringing everything together and helping you prepare effectively. Umang 360 is

a good choice to help you succeed in the exams, should you need a reliable and effective source of current affairs. It is available in
e-PDF format for easy access anytime, anywhere,
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Centre’s investment body
flagged Nicobar port as
lacking in ‘strategic goals’
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Centre’s investment body
flagged Nicobar port as
lacking in ‘strategic goals’

The Nicobar question

The “stratepc” nature of the project kay been the Centre'’s
escune for not making public the comtents of a repert by o Migh

Powered C on the

wal impact of the projact

The PubSc nvetmmi
Boace, o Finance Wnbery

body, sermied the port- of Oaforsn
componant of the Nicobiar  Tabeis it s
project s “lackiog stratepc  # “strategic

obpoctives” in fuguet JU24

the PPPAC meeting records
and reached out to the Fi-
nance Ministry for com-
ment, but has not received

i
|
g

i

on March 17 and 19, 2026,
by another Finance Minis-
try body — the Public-Priv-
ate Partnership Appraisal
Committee (PPPAC) -
tasked with vetting project
proposals  worth €500
crore and above imvolving
a partnership with private

The Hindu has viewed
ey

(VGF) to

(ANIIDCD) as the propo-
pent of the overall project
and holder of environmen-
tal clearance,

The 2021 documents
that conceived the Great
Nicobar programume and
the January 2023 Expres-
sion of Interest for the port
described it as a means of

[ transhipment

ca;m currently routed
through Singa-
pore, and Port Klang, with

1n the last vear or so, the
project has volubly been
cast in a maritime security
lens, centred around the
threat from China,



Andaman & Nicobarls. §

« Saddle Peak NP
N. ANDAMAN &3

Middle Button Island NP

MIDDLE ANDAMAN North Button Island NP

South Button Island NP

S. ANDAMAN
= Rani Jhansi Marine NP
i
Duncan-pass”age Mount Harriett NP
Nachuge :
Little Andaman LITTLE ANDAMAN Mahatma Gandhi Marine NP

Ten Degree Channel gree Channel

Ten De

Car Nicobar Island

© Kakana CAR NICOBAR ©

O Camorta Island
Tilanchang Dwip
%Nancowry Island
gambmm Channel . !

L &
Katchall Island & e,‘

<

Andaman & o
Nicobar Islands ‘ittle Nicobar Campbell Bay NP "3

Dakoank @ % Bananga ?. GREAT NICOBAR
(indi) Great Nicobar i, qira paint
Galathea Bay NP







(D
D

N dangodn [ = %ielr:\:iane ',0?9\\&4
/' Thailand

Visha khapatnam

Duncan Passage
alt Little Andaman—dg *
Ten Degree Cha'i.\nnel
'ka Car Nicobor
Great Nicobar

ohore Strait
d b i




SN NN

1. MASSIVE DEFORESTATION f’f* ! 2. HABITAT LOSS &

1{1, AL"”Q T s BIODIVERSITY THREATS
[ T 5| « THREAT TO SPECIES LIKE :
| by = / oot R LEATHERBACK SEA TURTLE -
: ;' g : (NESTING AT GALATHEA BAY), oo e
1 " R Y e o RICOBAR MEGAPODE, AND s RN
Nlc ' B A mrmrsg‘l_:co_mzs_ g A E S
« FELLING OF ~8.5 LAKH TO - »j_: - SR S
1 MILLION TREES o, O __7 ; : . .
* DIVERSION OF ~136 $0. KM . “NM
OF PRISTINE TROPICAL RAINFOREST & P ' = 3

Euvmunmmm CONTROVERSIES ™~ .o+

3. TRIBAL RIGHTS CONCERNS - ; 4 ISSUES WITH commsmnvmmacsmnou

 CRITICISM: CANNOT SEPLACE THE UNOQUE |
ECOLOGY OF GREAT MIODBAR'S
TROPICAL RAINFOREST

POSSIBLE DISPLACEMENT AND LOSS OF
TRADITIONAL LANDS OF SHOMPEN (SOMPIEN)
AND NICOBARESE TRIBES




ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA)

ElA s a study conducted in the early stages of development project planning to predict and address
potential environmental impacts -

To Promate
To Bender Detail on the
Envirmnment-Frimdly and Environmental Impact
Long-Term Growth - g
What are the
Objectives of Environment
Impact Assessment?
To Predict & Evahuate The Identification of
Ecalogical Economic & Sacial Effects Legitimate Options
of Growth Aelated Activities / and Mitigation Measures
* Statutory Status: Environmantol (Protection) = Gdegory A Drolect: Iasgieskprior Rovaonmanto)
Act, 1986 (Made EIA mandatory) Cleorance (EC) from MoEF&CC
- Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Environment, Forest and g:":’?:;v: P:ohct: Ssorec Ao EC o
Climate Change (MoEF&GC) SN AY S

® Category B1 projects (Mandatorily requires EIA)

* Project Categorisation: EIA Notification of 2006 ® Category B2 projects (Do not require EIA)

categorised the developmental projects in:

There are 39 categories of projects that require an EC process and are subject to EIA

EIA Process as per EIA Notification, 2006

Step _ Objoctive Carriod Out By
\ Screening ' Need of B1A ! State Expart Appraisal Committes [SEAC) {Categary Bl
1 Scoping | Icentifies important ! Standard Term of Reference [ToR) prepared
issues for BIA by MoEF&CC with EAC/SEAC for Category B Projects”
» Public Consultath ¥ Addresses concems ! State Pollution Control Boerd (SPCBY
of affectad pacple UT Poflution Controt Board (UTPCE)
i Projoct Appraisal | ¢ Scrutiny of Fnal E1A Report/ ¥ EAC for category A Projects and SEAC for
Enviranmental Managoment Plan (EMP) cotagory B1 Projects
Decision Moking » Granting EC ! Category A MOEfRCC
f : Category B: Stats £1A Authority (SEAA}
1 Monitoring (Post EC)| » Compliance of general | SPCB | UTPCS and Regional Offices
and specific conditions
Government Initiatives For EC a

Environmental Information System (ENVIS): Collect,

Coilate, Storing, Retrieving and Disseminating
facilitation by Interactive, Virtuous, and

e A MWhisdow Huby: Shbl Informotion Related to the Environment Sector
nvironme ingle Window Hub): Sinale DDra
Window System for EC SIVSTORBNITN fsptach iy

. Notification 2020: Published by MoEF&CC
*' Developed by MoEF&CC and National to reploce existing EIA Notification, 2006
Informotion Centre (NIC)

* PARIVESH (Prooctive and Responsive




o THE GREAT NICOBAR PROJECT.W\D
-

Proposed P?a‘z?r g\/ Campbell Bay
airport P (’r National Park &

x) S ) i
Proposed A\ Nﬁ%ﬂkf %
transshipment port 4: N JStﬁNﬁJ A
f % 5 /_/\/ W
- { oY 5
. { Great NICObal‘ i".-‘ \, \> \ f;_”
® Project also includes an Biosphere LY VS |
integrated township Reserve S |

® Project entails diversion of
130 sq km forest land, felling
of almost amilliontrees

Galatheé
National Park




Why in News /ﬂﬂfﬁ?ﬁ

* PIB (Finance Ministry) — Aug 2024: ICTP ‘lacks strategic objectives’
PIB (13T TATCTE) — SATRT 2024: ICTP T 'YUHlIdd® F6%4] BT SHIT

e MoD — March 2026: Same project notified as 'strategic project’

MoD — HTd2026: 3T GRTIGIT &1 IUfAE Sy

e PPPAC cleared the project but refused 12,230 crore VGF
PPPAC 7 H¥] & @fT%12,230 BRISVGF SRGIPR

e HPC environmental report suppressed since 2022; RTls denied

HPC TFIavTT R4 2022 G @5 RTI 3B

e 81,000 cr project now framed in China maritime threat lens

281,000 BV1S GNGITTT S F7T F TTe > G §




Key Facts & Data / & dq

X81,000 cr X12,230 cr ~90 km 84%

Total Project Cost VGF Refused

From Malacca Strait Projcected Area
& GRS dNTd VGF 3R TcTdehl 9§ g3t TRI&T &=

Strategic Channels / JUTHId® o<

Six Degree Channel Great Nicobar & Sumatra
Ten Degree Channel Andaman & Nicobar Islands
Malacca Strait Malay Peninsula & Sumatra

Duncan Passage S. Andaman & Little Andaman



Multi-Subject Connections / ag-ﬁqtr q9Y

il History (SfaaT™)

British penal colony 1858; Cellular Jail; Bose

raised flag 1943; Japan occupied 1942-45

& Economy (HW)

VGF; PPP; Sagarmala; Transhipment;
81,000 cr; Forex saving ~$200mn/yr

@ Geography (‘lfﬁ?f)

Galathea Bay; Indira Point; 6° Channel; 10°
Channel; Malacca Strait ~90 km; Seismic

zone

¢ Environment (tRThTUT)

Leatherback turtle; 84% protected;
Biosphere; Coral reefs; 2004 Tsunami zone

& Polity (RTSTOTTRYT)

UT (Art.239); EPA 1986; FCA 1980; RTI Sec
8(1)(a); FRA 2006 (Shompen PVTG)

8 saT (fagH-wenfiet)

Deep-water dredging; CEIA required; Gas
power plant; Seismic vulnerability




Timeline / PTADH

Great Nicobar Development Programme conceived (MHA/NITI Aayog)

Environmental clearance granted; HPC report ordered but not published

Expression of Interest for ICTP — framed as commercial project

Aug 2024 PIB: 'ICTP lacks strategic objectives'

MoD notifies ICTP as 'strategic project’; PPPAC clears but denies VGF

10000



Exam Relevance & Statement MCQ / UST&T

Statement-Based MCQ:

1. PIB termed ICTP as 'lacking strategic objectives' in August 2024.
2. Implementing agency is ANIIDCO. X (KPL = implementing agency; ANIIDCO = proponent)
3. Great Nicobar is separated from Sumatra by Six Degree Channel.

4. Shompen tribe is classified as PVTG.

Correct Answer: (d) Statements 1, 3 and 4 are correct

Prelims: Channels, VGF, PIB vs PPPAC, Galathea Bay location | Mains GS2/GS3: Maritime security, String of Pearls, Environmental
governance



1. PIB (Finance Min) - Aug 2024: ICTP 'lacks strategic objectives'

2. MoD - Mar 2026: Same project = 'strategic’

3. PPPAC cleared but refused 12,230 cr VGF

4. Total cost: X81,000 cr (port+township+airport+power)

5. HPC env. report suppressed since 2022; RTI denied

6. Galathea Bay = naturally deep harbour, SE coast

7. Six Degree Channel separates Great Nicobar from Sumatra

8. Shompen = PVTG; rights under FRA 2006

9. KPL (Kamarajar Port, Chennai) = implementing agency

10. Counter to China's String of Pearls (Gwadar/Hambantota)
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Kuki organisation
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Rajnath announces revised
financial powers for armed
forces to boost autonomy
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Delhi blaze: building owner sent
to police custody for four days

Wiw

o

A by e il e bl
a1 people  demd a the
Flouris  stay  best-ai
Turoaktaal 6 Bl Mubviya
e, W Dinlding's owir
A Wk 1o

i

1o

m%uw Dl Pt aikl.
e \kmklml lml]\w-
o of Tl B e e
12 other |wl| el hnnhlllw
AT odiomes 1n
which were ollumll"l In

Yolutian ot duir pa
b el e

"
i

|m-| ud.
Wbl

The Dolli gve
1wl woal wll v o)
comrictions and IMIIIQ

Y G

e N o b susenly,
NI ot withous
ALY AL A JAT
“ P —
10 e cone of Fhourialy
Atky WAN, B had ah i
24t
Moo

1o
AN won "":f run without
ity Do 3o Objwution Cul
lhinie, el Wis by
Uk freranicn Ikl iy Vi
P R T T TS
e ‘mlk— u

M- ku Nnnr

e Sl
o Db, s Thpirseting

Ww o e, ndieal
Tidsans ikt ol B iy
Hotels  iavibing avoo

wdation for patinni .ul

Honl,
o, Mowsimbique, |eria,
e Banglacesh, helr

ACToanl 14 It ainal
Pkl ol

Dl v wal] asbinilibind ax
M ke, along with twe

)

Indlbates Whias swarrn il ini
Il W b are
v st wi

Some rebel MLAs still want
Mamata as ‘supreme leader’
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India, UK. launch observatory to
expand critical minerals partnership

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Seeking to expand cooper-
ation and technology-shar-
ing in the realm of critical
minerals, India and the Un-
ited Kingdom on Thursday
formally launched the Crit-
ical Minerals Global Supply
Chain Observatory (GSCO).

The observatory was
first announced during
U.K. Prime Minister Keir
Starmer’s visit to India in
October last year with an
objective to “expand min-
eral coverage, further inte-
grate advanced technolo-
gies and unlock new
bilateral investment
opportunities”.

The platform — to be
jointly operated by India’s
Technology Innovation in
Exploration & Mining
Foundation (TEXMiN), In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy (ISM) Dhanbad and
U.K's University of Cam-
bridge — will institute a da-
ta-driven platform to mon-
itor and analyse global
critical mineral supply
chains.

In a social media post,
Union Minister for Mines

Union Minister G, Kishan Reddy and U.K. Foreign Secretary Yvette

Cooper launching the critical minerals observatory. ani

and Minerals G. Kishan
Reddy wrote, “This is a ma-
jor step towards streng-
thening critical mineral
supply chains, supporting
clean energy transitions,
and building resilient glo-
bal supply chains through
the India-U.K.
partnership.”

Minister meets official

Meanwhile, during a meet-
ing with visiting British Fo-
reign Secretary Yvette
Cooper on Thursday, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said India and
the UK. were well-posi-
tioned to construct a new

future-oriented and mu-
tually beneficial partner-
ship on the back of their
newly firmed-up compre-
hensive trade deal and the
defence industrial road
map. Mr. Jaishankar said
both sides “reviewed ongo-
ing progress in our cooper-
ation focusing on trade,
technology, supply chains,
defence, climate, educa-
tion and people to people
ties. Also spoke about new
opportunities in clean
energy, Al and critical
minerals”.

The two sides also ex-
changed views on global
developments including in

Ukraine, West Asia and the
Indo-Pacific.

In his remarks, Mr.
Jaishankar also highlighted
the “remarkable develop-
ments” in the bilateral ties
in recent months while
pointing to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
the U.K. last July, followed
by U.K. Prime Minister Keir
Starmer's trip to India in
October.

Ms. Cooper also met Mr.
Modi. “Appreciated the
deepening of the India-UK
partnership in recent
times that has unlocked
unprecedented growth op-
portunities for both our
countries,” Mr. Modi said
on social media.

Ms. Cooper emphasised
greater access to critical
minerals and improved in-
formation-sharing would
be mutually beneficial to
both countries. According
to the announcement rea-
dout, Ms. Cooper stated
the observatory could also
serve “as a foundation for
broader cooperation
across the critical minerals
sector and related strategic
industries.”

(With PTI inputs)



Why in News /T'ﬁlfff?ﬁ

e |India & UK formally launched Critical Minerals GSCO in New Delhi
YR SR UK 778 facch HGSco BT ST i<

* Jointly operated: TEXMiN + IIT(ISM) Dhanbad + Cambridge University
GGFT GITT: TEXMIN + IT(ISM) ETa1G + BIIoT [agIaened

e First announced during UK PM Starmer's India visit (October 2025)
SFTTV 2025 HUK PM TTHY 56? YR TIET H G

e Built on India-UK comprehensive trade deal + defence industrial
roadmap

TG FTTIR THSG 3N &7 ISHT & STER T

e China controls 60-80% of critical mineral processing — GSCO counters
this

d1760-80% HEAQUI G707 GBIV GV §Td] — GSCO SHUPBT Iala




Key Minerals & Facts / H@Eﬁﬁ[

30 X16,300 cr 5.9mnt ~80%

Critical Minerals NCMM 2024 Lithium (Reasi, J&K) China's Lithium
India's List (2023) Budget Discovered by GSI 2023 Processing Dominance

Top Critical Minerals & Uses:

e — e

Lithium Li-ion batteries (EVs, phones)

Cobalt Battery cathodes; superalloys

REEs (Nd, Pr, Dy) EV motors, wind turbines, defence magnets
Graphite Battery anodes

Vanadium Vanadium redox flow batteries; steel



Multi-Subject Connections / ag-ﬁqtr q9Y

il History (SfaaT™)

ISM Dhanbad founded 1926 (British India)
— |IT 2016; Colonial mineral extraction;
CMNA 1973

& Economy (HW)

Global mineral market: $320bn—->$770bn
(2040); India imports >90% lithium; China
dominance; KABIL overseas

@ Geography (‘lfﬁ?f)

Reasi J&K = lithium; Chota Nagpur belt;
Kerala/Odisha = monazite REE; Lithium
Triangle (Bolivia/Chile/Argentina)

¢ Environment (tRThTUT)

Lithium mining (Atacama evap ponds);
Cobalt/DRC child labour; Circular economy;
Sovereign Green Bonds Jan 2023

& Polity (RTSTOTTRYT)

MMDR Act 1957 (amended 2021); NCMM
2024; India-UK FTA; MSP (14 nations); KABIL
= NALCO+HCL+MECL

8 saT (fagH-wenfiet)

TEXMIN 2019: deep-sea mining + Al
exploration; REEs = 17 elements for
magnets/lasers; T+1 settlement




Statement MCQ + Exam Angles

Statement MCQ:

1. GSCO launched by Union Minister for Mines & UK Foreign Secretary.
2. Observatory operated by TEXMIN, IIT(ISM), and University of Oxford. X (Cambridge, NOT Oxford)
3. India identified 30 critical minerals in 2023.

4. KABIL = NALCO + HCL + MECL JV for overseas exploration.

Correct Answer: (b) Statements 1, 3 and 4 are correct

Prelims: KABIL, MMDR, 30 minerals, TEXMiN, Reasi lithium | Mains: GS3 critical minerals strategy, tech sovereignty, green energy



1. GSCO = Critical Minerals Global Supply Chain Observatory

2. Partners: TEXMIN + lIT(ISM) Dhanbad + Cambridge University

3. First announced: UK PM Starmer's India visit (October 2025)

4. India's 30 Critical Minerals (2023): Li, Co, Ni, Graphite, REEs

5. KABIL = NALCO + HCL + MECL — overseas mineral exploration

6. Reasi, J&K lithium: ~5.9 mn tonnes; GSI discovered 2023

7. MMDR Act 1957 = primary mining law; amended 2015, 2021

8. China: ~60% REE, ~75% cobalt, ~80% lithium processing

9. NCMM 2024:%16,300 cr; Ministry of Mines

10. TEXMIN (2019): lIT(ISM) Dhanbad; deep-sea mining + Al




Energy tie-up tops bilateral
agenda as Modi meets Delcy

PM holds discussions with Venezuela's Acting President on also expanding cooperation in critical

minerals, tech]iblogy, agriculture and health; importance of Global South solidarity emphasised

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia’s  partnership

with Venezuela is of

“immense impor-
tance” for the Global
South, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said on Thurs-
day, welcoming Delcy Ro-
driguez, the Acting
President of Venezuela,
even as the South Ameri-
can country called “energy
security a fundamental pil-
lar of the bilateral
relationship”.

Venezuela is still dealing
with the aftermath of the
abduction of President Ni-
colas Maduro by the U.S.
military in January. Offi-
cials said Ms. Rodriguez,
whose country is dealing
with ‘political transition’
and ‘fundamental econom-
ic transformation’, de-
scribed India as a “trusted
partner”. The leader, who
arrived here on Wednes-
day, is on a five-day visit.

“We had extensive dis-
cussions on expanding our

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Venezuelan Acting President
Delcy Rodriguez in New Delhi on Thursday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

cooperation in energy, crit-
ical minerals, technology,
agriculture, health and pe-
ople-to-people ties. As a va-
lued partner in Latin
America, our close cooper-
ation with Venezuela holds
immense importance for
the Global South. We will
continue to work together
for the mutual benefit of
the people of our nations,”
said Mr. Modi after the
meeting.

A press release from the
Venezuelan government
said the meeting was
aimed at “strengthening
the role of both nations in
the geopolitical context of
the Global South and on
boosting mutually benefi-
cial macroeconomic agree-
ments”. It described India
as “one of the main desti-
nations for the Nation’s
energy exports, making
energy security a funda-

mental pillar of the bilater-
al relationship”.

Ms. Rodriguez, who was
accompanied by Ministers
of Economy, Foreign Af-
fairs, Science and Technol-
ogy, and Transport and
Communications,  con-
ducted a “comprehensive
review of the mutual coop-
eration map”, the press
note said, adding that the
bilateral relation is in an
“excellent state”.

Officials revealed that
Ms. Rodriguez discussed
the political situation in Ve-
nezuela in a “frank conver-
sation” with Mr. Modi dur-
ing official-level talks and
over the working lunch
that followed. “We all
know there was a transi-
tion in Venezuela, and we
are working with a govern-
ment that is friendly and
that wants partnership
with India. We want to reci-
procate that,” said Rudren-
dra Tandon, Secretary
(East) of the External Af-
fairs Ministry, while brief-
ing the media.



Why in News /ﬂﬂfﬁ?ﬁ

e Delcy Rodrlguez (Acting President) visits India — 5-day trip

S 575 (HTIaTEd IPYI) P15 [@aHT HRA FIAT

Maduro allegedly abducted by US military (Jan 2026)
WWW@WWWW( G7-7av] 2026)

* Focus: Energy, Critical Minerals, Technology, Agriculture, Health

&7 Golf FeTqUf @] D] H1, e

e Venezuela = 'trusted partner’; India = 'main energy export destination’

FAGUT = ' [QYTANT HfaI; YN = T8 Fol [491d T

Global South solidarity emphasnsed by both sides
c‘;’?ﬁ? & 7 TTNGIT FITY B G G¥ G




Key Facts & Geography / & dq

~303 bn bbl OPEC 3rd Orinoco

Largest Proven Qil Reserves Member since 1960 India = World's Largest Belt = Extra-Heavy
(World #1) HQ: Vienna Oil Importer (rank) Crude Oil Region

Key Geography / 'lf'ﬁ?[

Venezuela N. South America; borders Colombia, Brazil, Guyana; Caribbean Sea
Capital Caracas | Language: Spanish | Currency: Bolivar Soberano
Angel Falls World's highest waterfall; Canaima NP; UNESCO Heritage

Orinoco River Major river; Orinoco Belt = heavy crude deposits



Multi-Subject Connections / ag-ﬁcm q9Y

fil History (gﬁem) @ Geography (‘lfﬁ?f)

Simon Bolivar 1830; Gran Colombia; Hugo N. South America; Orinoco Belt; Angel Falls;
Chavez 1999; NAM legacy; Panchsheel 1954 Caribbean Sea; Panama Canal proximity

& Economy (G{W) ¢ Environment (tITI'hTUT)

OPEC member; PDVSA; Coltan (electronics); Amazon rainforest; Tepui ecosystems; Oil
Rupee-Bolivar trade; India = 3rd importer sector carbon emissions; Climate goals
tension

& Polity (RTSTOTTRYT)

Strategic Autonomy; UN Art 2(1) sovereign
equality; FEMA; CELAC dialogue partner

8 saT (fagH-wenfiet)

Heavy crude refining (HPCL/IOC/BPCL);
Coltan—->Tantalum; NavIC space cooperation




Statement MCQ + Exam Angles

Statement MCQ:

1. Venezuela is OPEC member with world's largest proven oil reserves.
2. Orinoco Belt contains light sweet crude oil. ) (Extra-heavy crude)
3. India's strategic autonomy = independent decisions, not bloc-bound.

4. India is a full member of CELAC. X (Dialogue partner only)

Correct Answer: (a) Statements 1 and 3 are correct

Prelims: OPEC, Orinoco, oil reserves, coltan, Angel Falls | Mains GS2: Strategic Autonomy, energy security | GS3: Import diversification



1. Venezuela = World's largest proven oil reserves (~303 bn bbl)

2. Delcy Rodriguez = Acting President (Maduro abducted Jan 2026)

3. OPEC member; PDVSA = state oil company

4. India = world's 3rd largest oil importer

5. Meeting: Energy, Critical Minerals, Tech, Agri, Health

6. Strategic Autonomy: engage despite US sanctions

7. Orinoco Belt = extra-heavy crude; special refining needed

8. Coltan - Tantalum - electronics (EV batteries)

9. Angel Falls = world's highest waterfall; Venezuela

10. Global South solidarity; Venezuela = 'trusted partner' for India
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Understanding SPF number on sunscreen lotion and how it is measured

Athira Elssa Johnson

CHENNAI

un Protection Factor, or SPF, is

designed to measure

protection against ultraviolet B
(UVB) radiation, the part of sunlight
primarily responsible for sunburns.
But it does not tell the whole story
about sun protection, nor does a
higher SPF automatically mean
better protection. Understanding
what SPF measures, and what it does
not, can help in making more
informed decisions about skin
protection.

In standard testing, sunscreen is
applied to the skin and researchers
compare how much ultraviolet
exposure is needed to produce
redness, or erythema, on protected
skin versus unprotected skin, says
Katheeja Nasika, consultant
dermatologist, Rela Hospital,
Chennai. “If an SPF is 30,
theoretically the amount of UV
exposure needed to cause minimal
erythema on sunscreen-applied skin
would be 30 times higher than on

CM A

unprotected skin,” she explains,

Narayanan A., consultant
dermatologist at SRM Prime
Hospital, Chennai, points out
however that “the testing is
conducted under controlled
conditions using a specified amount
of sunscreen. In real life, most
people apply far less sunscreen than
is used during laboratory testing,
meaning actual protection may be
lower than the SPF listed on the
label.”

What do SPF numbers mean?
One of the most common
misconceptions is that SPF values
increase protection in a straight line.
According to K.R. Sharmatha, senior
consultant dermatologist, SIMS
Hospital, Chennai, SPF 30 blocks
about 95-97% of UVB radiation, SPF
50 blocks roughly 97-98%, and SPF
80 blocks close to 99%. The
difference is one roughly one
percentage point, with protection
gains becoming progressively
smaller at higher SPF values

While higher SPF provides

Shield and defence: Experts and dermatologists say that SPF 30 provides adequate
protection for most people when applied correctly. GETTY IMAGES

somewhat greater protection, the
difference between SPF 30 and SPF
50 is far smaller than most people
imagine.

A sunscreen’s SPF value only

measures protection against UVB

radiation. Pushpa Gnanaraj, senior

consultant dermatologist, Apollo

Speciality Hospitals, Vanagaram,

Chennai, notes that UVA penetrates
/ |

| more deeply. UVA radiation is

strongly linked to pigmentation,
photoageing, wrinkles and loss of
skin elasticity. For this reason,
experts emphasise that SPF alone
should not determine sunscreen
choice. They recommend choosing a
broad-spectrum sunscreen with
PA+++ protection, which indicates
protection against UVA rays as well
as products that provide protection
against both UVA and UVB radiation
rather than focusing solely on the
SPF number.

Experts also say that SPF 30
provides adequate protection for
most people when applied correctly.
“Anything above SPF 30 is okay for
Indian skin,” says Dr. Nasika. She
recommends SPF 30 as a minimum,
while SPF 50 or higher for outdoor
sports, extended sun exposure, or
individuals with photasensitive skin
conditions.

Application matters
Many tend to overlook correct
application. Experts recommend

| applying sunscreen 15 to 20 minutes

before sun exposure and ensuring
that exposed areas such as the face,
neck, hands and forearms are
covered. Reapplication is essential
every two to three hours during
outdoor exposure, especially after
washing the face or if the product is
not water-resistant. And for people
working outdoors, and in sports,
experts recommend wat
formulations. High-SPF sunscreens
also require regular reapplication
because sunscreen do not block
100% of UV radiation. A properly
applied SPF 30 sunscreen may offer
better protection than an SPF 100
product applied inadequately.

The difference between the
benefits that SPF 30 and SPF 50 offer
is small. The more important factors
are choosing a broad-spectrum
product, applying it correctly, and
reapplying it regularly. This summer,
stay safe under the sun.
Understanding SPF is less about
finding the highest number and
more about using sunscreen
effectively and consistently.
(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in
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UV Radiation & SPF Explained / UV fafevor

280-315 nm Sunburn; skin cancer; DNA damage

UVA 315-400 nm Tanning; photoageing; pigmentation; deeper penetration = PA Rating

UVvC 100-280 nm Absorbed by ozone layer; does NOT reach earth

SPF Scale (NOT Linear!) / SPF YHTET (W T'Igbf.!):

SPF 15 SPF 30 v SPF 50 SPF 100

93% 97% 98% ~99%

Blocks 93% UVB Ideal for Indian skin — SPF 30 min Only 1% more than SPF 30! Minimal gain over SPF 50




PA Rating System & Application Tips

PA Rating (UVA Protection) / PA IfeT: Application Tips / ?I‘Tlefa?ﬁglﬁ

Apply 15-20 min before sun exposure

PA+: Some UVA protection

2_
PA++: Moderate UVA Reapply every 2—3 hours outdoors

Use waterproof for sports/swimming

Cover: face, neck, hands, forearms

PA++++: Extremely High UVA

SPF 30 minimum; SPF 50+ for outdoor sports

Choose broad-spectrum + PA+++ sunscreen



Multi-Subject Connections / 9g-fdud Tdy

& Polity (RTSTOTTRYT)

Drugs & Cosmetics Act 1940; BIS standards;
Consumer Protection Act 2019; National

Health Policy 2017

fil History (gﬁem) @ Geography (‘lfﬁ?f)

India (tropical) = high UV index year-round;
Ozone hole: Antarctic; Higher altitude =
more UV

1928: Franz Greiter invents sunscreen; 1962:

SPF system; Ancient India:
turmerict+sandalwood

¢¢ Environment (tl'q'hTUT) 8 s&T (ﬁﬁ'ﬁ-‘;ﬁ@ﬁﬁlﬁ)

& Economy (G{W)

Global sunscreen market: S13bn (2024) >
$25bn (2032); India skincare: 30,000 cr;

Indian pharma exports

UVB->DNA thymine dimers—>cancer;
Melanin (natural UV protection); PUVA
therapy; Mineral vs chemical sunscreen

Ozone depletion: CFCs/HCFCs destroy O3;
Montreal Protocol 1987; Oxybenzone = coral
reef damage; Hawaii ban 2018




Statement MCQ + Exam Angles

Statement MCQ:

1. SPF measures protection against both UVA and UVB. X (UVB only; UVA = PA rating)
2. UVA penetrates deeper; linked to photoageing and pigmentation.
3. SPF 80 offers twice the UVB protection of SPF 30. X (SPF not linear: 97% vs 99%)

4. Montreal Protocol (1987) is most successful ozone protection treaty.

Correct Answer: (c) Statements 2 and 4 are correct

Prelims: UV types, ozone layer, melanin, Montreal Protocol | Mains: GS3 S&T; ozone depletion + health | Interview: Sunscreen policy



1. SPF = UVB protection ONLY; PA rating = UVA protection

2. SPF 30 - 97% UVB blocked; SPF 50 - 98% (NOT 2x!)

3. UVA (315-400nm): tanning, ageing, pigmentation; deeper

4. UVB (280—-315nm): sunburn, cancer; ozone absorbs it mostly

5. Broad-spectrum + PA+++ = ideal sunscreen choice

6. Reapply every 2—3 hrs; apply 15—-20 min before sun

7. Montreal Protocol 1987: phases out CFCs/HCFCs; ozone

8. Ozone layer: stratosphere; O3; absorbs UVB + UVC

9. Chemical sunscreen (oxybenzone) = coral reef damage

10. Melanin = natural UV protection; darker skin = more melanin
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India to drop
capital gains
tax for foreign
investors in
govt. bonds

Reuters
MUMBAI

India plans to scrap capital

ns tax on foreign portfo-
i0 investments in govern-
ment  securities, which
could help boost such in-
flows, a source familiar
with the matter said on

The South Asian nation
is looking to attract foreign
capital to counteract pres-
sure on its rupee currency,
which has weakened more
than 5% since the start of
the year, squeezed by high-
er ol prices and foreign
portfolio outflows in equi-
ties. The finance ministry
did not immediately res-
pond to a Reuters email
seeking comment.

India's benchmark bond
yield eased one basis point
to 7.01% in opening trade,
although it was not imme-
diately clear when the plan
would take effect.

Any tax easing should
help flows at the margin,
said Madhavi Arora, chief
economist at Emkay Global
Financial Services.

“Tt won't be a magic bul-
let in the current context,”
she cautioned, but added it
could prove positive in the
medium term.

Foreign investors are
subject to a long-term cap-
ital gains tax of 12.5% on
listed shares and bonds
held longer than 12
months.

A withholding tax of
20% they pay on Interest
earned in government
bonds may also be re-
moved, the source said.




Why in News /T'ﬁl'fffazﬁ

* India plans to scrap CGT on FPI inve§tments in government securities

RPN FITYAT] GTFPI & [T CGT & B &1 lorT

e Rupee weakened >5% since start of 2026 — oil prices + FPI equity
outflows . .

2026 G GG >5% HHGR — F dcT+ FPI TIodle

° Benghma{k bond yield eased 1 bps to 7.01% on the news
9dgY #dd#/d? q/5 4/¢5 1 37‘\’37’?7(//56 dcaPx 7.01%

e 20% withholding tax pnaG-Sec interest may also be removed

G-Sec ST TV 20% 13361 T 2T 47 87T ol GH T &

e Madhavi Arora (Emkay Global): 'not a magic bullet but positive
medium term’

HTE[q] SVIRE 'Ol @1 8981 761 clldb1 TeqH 3/ale] H GHRIHD




Key Economic Facts / ¥ 3fd® a

12.5% 20% 7.01% Jun 2024

LTCG Tax (>12 months) Withholding Tax on Benchmark Bond Yield India joins
(to be removed on G-Secs) G-Sec Interest (eased 1 bps on news) JP Morgan GBI-EM Index

Key Bond Market Concepts / 7S 9oTR GI_Q'?-I'ITUI'I'E

Bond Yield Annual return on bond; INVERSE to bond price — if price 1, yield

FAR Fully Accessible Route — unlimited FPI investment in select G-Secs

VGF (different) Viability Gap Funding — infrastructure project support

CAD Current Account Deficit — India's imports > exports; needs capital inflows

Basis Point 0.01% (1/100 of 1%) — used to measure yield/interest rate changes



Multi-Subject Connections / ag-ﬁcm q9Y

fil History (gﬁ%m) @ Geography (‘lfﬁ?f) & Polity (RTSTOTTRYT)

Global fin. centres: NY, London, Tokyo, Art. 265: no tax without law; Finance Act
Mumbai (NSE/BSE); India imports oil in USD; (Budget); FEMA 1999; SEBI FPI Regs 2019;
GIFT City, Gujarat = IFSC RBI Act 1934

1991: BoP crisis - IMF - liberalisation;
1993: Fll in equities; 1999: FEMA replaced

FERA; 2013: FII->FPI

Economy (3IdaaaxT) ® Environment (OGN 8 saT (fAFm-efe))

Algorithmic trading: tax changes modelled in
ms; NDS-OM: RBI's G-Sec trading platform;
T+1 settlement (equities)

LTCG 12.5% + WHT 20% to go; FAR; JP Green Bonds: India's Sovereign Green Bonds

Morgan GBI-EM Jun 2024; FPI vs FDI; CAD; (Jan 2023); Climate finance inflows; FPI in
Basis Point = 0.01% green bonds boosted




Statement MCQ + Exam Angles

Statement MCQ:

1. India's G-Secs included in JP Morgan GBI-EM from June 2024.
2. FAR allows unlimited FPI in ALL categories of Indian G-Secs. X (Selected/specified G-Secs only)
3. Bond prices and bond yields have an inverse relationship.

4. FPIs currently pay 12.5% LTCG on bonds held >12 months.

Correct Answer: (b) Statements 1, 3 and 4 are correct

Prelims: CGT rates, FAR, JP Morgan, basis point | Mains GS3: Exchange rate management, FPI, CAD financing | Interview: Fiscal trade-
off



1. India plans to scrap CGT on FPI investments in G-Secs

2. Rupee weakened >5% since start of 2026 (oil + FPI outflows)

3. LTCG = 12.5% (>12 months); STCG = 20% (<12 months)

4. Withholding Tax = 20% on G-Sec interest — may be removed

5. JP Morgan GBI-EM: India's G-Secs included JUNE 2024

6. Bond yield INVERSE to price: demand > = price I - yield ¢

7. FAR (Fully Accessible Route): unlimited FPI in select G-Secs

8. India's benchmark bond yield = 7.01% (eased 1 bps on news)

9. Sovereign Green Bonds: India first issued Jan 2023

10. India credit rating: Baa3 (Moody's), BBB- (S&P) — lowest invest-
grade
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India Expands Ethanol.kuel-Network
by 2027
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Topic

Announcement

Objective

Linked Policy

Current Achievement

Future Goal

Beneficiaries

Key Stakeholders

Expansion of Ethanol Fuel Infrastructure

500 ethanol retail pumps by end-2026
and 5,000 by end-2027

Promote ethanol-based transportation

fuels

National Biofuel Policy & Ethanol
Blending Programme (EBP)

India achieved E20 (20% ethanol
blending) in 2025

Wider adoption of E20, E85 and E100
fuels

Farmers, Sugar Industry, Automobile
Industry, Oil Marketing Companies

Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas,
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways,
OMCs



Fuel Type Ethanol Content Petrol Content Usage

E10 10% 90% Earlier standard fuel

E20 20% 30% Current national
standard

£S5 85% 15% Flex-fuel vehicles

E100 100% Nil Ded.lcated ethanol
engines

B20 20% Biodiesel 80% Diesel Diesel vehicles

B100 100% Biodiesel Nil Specialized diesel

engines



Flex-Fuel Vehicles (FFVs)

Feature Details

Definition Vehicles capable of running on varying ethanol-petrol blends

Fuel Compatibility E20 to E85 and sometimes E100

Advantage Consumer can choose available fuel blend

Engine Design Corrosion-resistant materials and modified fuel systems

Indian Examples WagonR Flex Fuel, Hero Splendor Plus Flex Fuel, Hero HF Deluxe Flex Fuel
Importance Essential for large-scale ethanol adoption

Why Flex-Fuel Vehicles Matter?

Benefit Explanation

Lower Fuel Cost Ethanol generally cheaper than petrol
Cleaner Combustion Lower carbon emissions

Reduced Oil Imports Saves foreign exchange

Supports Farmers Creates stable demand for agricultural produce



Ethanol Production Sources in India

Feedstock

Sugarcane Molasses
Sugarcane Juice
B-Heavy Molasses
Damaged Food Grains
Maize

Agricultural Waste

Economic Impact

Sector

Farmers

Sugar Mills

Rural Economy
Automobile Industry

Oil Marketing Companies

Source

Traditional source

Direct ethanol production

Higher ethanol yield

Rice, wheat not fit for consumption

Emerging major feedstock

Second-generation ethanol

Impact

Additional income source

Diversification of revenue

New investments and employment

New vehicle segment growth

Infrastructure expansion opportunities



Environmental Impact

Parameter Petrol
Carbon Emissions High
Renewable Source No
Biodegradable No
Net Carbon Footprint High
Air Pollution More

Contribution to Climate Goals

Target

Net Zero by 2070

Paris Agreement

Green Mobility

Sustainable Development Goals

Ethanol

Lower

Yes

Yes

Relatively Low

Less

Contribution of Ethanol

Supports

Supports emission reduction

Major contributor

SDG 7, SDG 12, SDG 13



Challenges

Challenge Explanation

Water Intensive Crop Sugarcane requires huge water

Food vs Fuel Debate Diversion of food crops

Infrastructure Cost Storage and dispensing systems needed
Vehicle Compatibility Existing vehicles not fully compatible
Supply Chain Issues Consistent ethanol availability

Regional Imbalance Production concentrated in some states
Opportunities

Opportunity Impact

Rural Industrialization New ethanol plants

Employment Generation Direct and indirect jobs

Green Economy Sustainable growth

Technological Innovation New engine technologies

Export Potential Biofuel technology leadership



State

Uttar Pradesh

Maharashtra

Karnataka

Bihar

Gujarat

Importance

Largest producer

Major sugarcane belt
Significant ethanol production
Emerging producer

Biofuel investments increasing



Consider the following statements regarding Ethanol Blending in India:

1. India achieved the E20 ethanol blending target ahead of schedule.
2. E85 fuel contains 85% ethanol and 15% petrol.

3. Flex-fuel vehicles can operate only on E20 fuel.

4. Ethanol blending helps reduce crude oil imports.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.1, 2 and 4 only
C. 2, 3and 4 only
D.1, 2 3and 4



e J&K Bank Wins
Finacle Gold
Award for Al
Platform (2026)




Aspect

News

Date

Venue

Award Category

Organizer

Award Type

Theme 2026

Details

J&K Bank won Gold Award at Finacle
Innovation Awards 2026

3 June 2026
Mumbai

Modern Technologies-led Innovation — Data
Insights & Analytics Platform

Infosys Finacle
Gold Award

"Recomposing Banking: Playbook for the
Next Phase of Banking Transformation"

Exam Significance

Example of Al-led digital transformation in
banking

Current Affairs Fact

Static Fact

Important Banking Technology Topic

Major global banking technology provider

Highest category recognition

Reflects future of Al-driven banking



Artificial Intelligence in Banking

Area Application

Loan Approval Al-based credit scoring

Fraud Detection Real-time transaction monitoring
Customer Service Chatbots and virtual assistants
Risk Assessment Predictive modelling

Investment Advisory Robo-advisors

Compliance Automated regulatory reporting
Marketing Personalized offers

Benefits to Banking Sector

Benefit Explanation

Faster Decisions Al processes data rapidly
Lower Costs Reduced manual work
Better Customer Experience Personalized banking

Improved Profitability Better lending decisions



Feature

Founded
Headquarters
Type

Ownership

Area of Operation

Special Focus

Details

1938

Srinagar

Scheduled Commercial Bank
Government-backed bank
Pan-India

Jammu & Kashmir economy



* United States
Becomes India's
Largest LPG
Supplier




Aspect

News

Earlier Dominance
New Leader

US Share (May 2026)
LPG Imports from US

Trigger

Importance

Details

United States became India's
largest LPG supplier in 2026

Gulf Countries (Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Qatar)

United States

More than 55% of India's LPG
imports

666,000 tonnes in May 2026

West Asia tensions and Strait of
Hormuz disruptions

Strengthens India's energy
resilience

Significance

Major shift in India's energy import
strategy

Traditional energy partners
Energy diversification
Historic change

Record level

Geopolitical impact on energy
security

Reduces overdependence on Gulf
region



What is LPG?

Feature

Full Form
Composition
Storage
Nature
Color

Odor

Calorific Value

Uses of LPG in India

Sector

Domestic
Commercial
Industrial
Agriculture

Automobile

Details

Liquefied Petroleum Gas

Propane (C;Hs) and Butane (C.Hio)

Stored as liquid under pressure

Clean-burning fossil fuel

Colorless

Ethyl Mercaptan added for leak detection

High energy content

Usage

Cooking fuel

Hotels, restaurants

Manufacturing processes

Drying and heating applications

Auto LPG vehicles



Shift in India's LPG Import Pattern

Parameter

Largest Supplier

Major Route

Import Dependence

Risk Level

Energy Security

Before 2026

Gulf Countries

Persian Gulf

Highly concentrated

Higher geopolitical risk

Moderate

Why Did This Shift Occur?

Reason

West Asia Conflict

Strait of Hormuz Risk

Supply Uncertainty

US Production Boom

Diversification Policy

Explanation

After 2026

United States

Atlantic-Pacific routes

Diversified

Distributed risk

Improved

Increased instability in the region

Threat to oil and gas movement

Gulf exports affected

Massive shale gas production

India reducing single-region dependence



Economic Impact on India
Positive Impact

Diversification

Better Bargaining Power
Energy Security
Strategic Flexibility

Long-Term Contracts

Possible Challenges

Challenge

Longer Shipping Distance
Currency Exposure
Logistics Complexity

Global Price Volatility

Explanation

Reduces dependency risk

More supplier options

Stable supply chain

Multiple sourcing routes

Better price negotiations

Explanation

Higher freight costs

Dollar-based payments

Longer delivery times

Exposure to international markets



Chokepoint

Strait of Hormuz

Strait of Malacca

Suez Canal

Bab-el-Mandeb

Panama Canal

Connects

Persian Gulf — Gulf of Oman

Indian Ocean — Pacific Ocean

Mediterranean Sea — Red Sea

Red Sea — Gulf of Aden

Atlantic — Pacific Ocean



Consider the following statements:

1. LPG mainly consists of propane and butane.

2. Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman.
3. In 2026, the United States became India's largest LPG supplier.
4. PM Ujjwala Yojana is implemented by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas.

Which of the above statements are correct?

Option Statements
A 1and 2 only
B 2 and 3 only
C 1, 2 and 3 only

D 1,2,3and 4



* FSSAIl Vegan Logo
Mandatory for Food
Products from July 2027
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EGANLOGO

inches a logo for Vegan Foods
,ﬁnsumers easily identify and
pte from non-vegan foods.

Green coloured leaf depicts that the
ingredient/product is of plant origin

-

o

To identify it as a vegan product

To help consumer to identify vegan
> foods and to avoid confusion with
the letter 'V’




Aspect

News

Effective Date

Regulator

Regulation

Notification Date
Purpose

Target Group

Details

FSSAI mandates standardized Vegan
Logo on approved vegan food
products

1 July 2027

Food Safety and Standards Authority
of India

Food Safety and Standards (Vegan
Foods) Amendment Regulations,
2026

21 May 2026

Uniform identification of vegan
products

Food Business Operators (FBOs)

Exam Relevance

Consumer awareness & food
regulation

Important Current Affairs Fact

Important Regulatory Development

Current Affairs Fact
Consumer protection

Compliance requirement



Particular

Full Form
Established
Parent Ministry
Headquarters
Legal Basis

Function

Details

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
2008

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

New Delhi

Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006

Food regulation and safety standards in India



Parameter

Milk

Honey
Butter/Ghee
Cheese/Paneer
Eggs
Meat/Fish

Animal Testing

Vegan Food

X Not A
X Not A
X Not A
X Not A

X Not Allowed
X Not Allowed

owec

owedl

owec

owedl

Not preferred

Vegetarian Food
 Allowec
 Allowec
 Allowec
 Allowec
X Not Allowed
X Not Allowed

Not specifically covered



FSSAI Definition of Vegan Food

Requirement Description

Animal Ingredients Not allowed

Animal-derived Additives Not allowed

Animal-derived Processing Aids Not allowed

Animal Testing Not allowed except where legally required
Cross Contamination Control Mandatory

Official Vegan Logo Features

Feature Description

Shape Green square-framed symbol
Symbol Stylized "V"

Additional Element Sprouting leaf

Text "VEGAN" below logo

Color Green

Purpose Easy consumer identification



Why Standardized Logo?

Benefit

Consumer Awareness
Transparency

Trust Building
International Compatibility

Regulatory Monitoring

Explanation

Easy product recognition

Clear food choices

Prevents misleading claims

Aligns with global trends

Easier enforcement

Compliance Requirements for Food Business Operators (FBOs)

Requirement

Packaging Update

Labeling Standards

Production Line Separation

Cleaning Protocols

Documentation

Audits

Details

Mandatory before July 2027

Must display approved logo

Separate vegan/non-vegan lines preferred

Required for shared equipment

Proof of vegan compliance

Subject to regulatory inspection



Importance of Vegan Market

Indicator

Global Demand

Health Awareness
Environmental Concerns
Animal Welfare

Plant-Based Industry

Environmental Significance

Parameter

Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Water Consumption

Land Requirement
Biodiversity Impact

Carbon Footprint

Trend

Rapidly increasing

Rising

Major driver

Growing consumer concern

Fast-growing sector

Animal-Based Food Vegan Food
High Lower
High Lower
High Lower
Greater Lower
High Lower



Health Perspective
Potential Advantages

Lower Saturated Fat
High Fiber
Lower Cholesterol

Weight Management

Possible Nutritional Concerns

Nutrient

Vitamin B12
Iron
Calcium
Omega-3

Protein

Explanation

Reduced cardiovascular risk

Better digestion

Plant foods contain no cholesterol

Often lower calorie density

Vegan Sources

Fortified foods, supplements

Lentils, beans

Fortified plant milk

Flaxseed, chia seeds

Soy, legumes, nuts



Global Context
Region

European Union
United Kingdom
United States
Australia

India

Related Food Logos in India
Logo

Green Dot

Brown Dot

Vegan Logo

Jaivik Bharat Logo

FSSAI License Number

Vegan Labeling Status

Advanced vegan labeling systems

Widely used certifications

Voluntary certification

Growing vegan certification market

Standardized FSSAI logo from 2027

Meaning

Vegetarian Food

Non-Vegetarian Food

Completely animal-free products

Organic Products

Regulatory compliance



Aspect Vegetarian Vegan

Milk v 4 ) ¢
Butter v 4 X
Cheese v X
Honey v X
Eggs X X
Meat X X

Animal-derived Additives  May be allowed Not allowed



Consider the following statements regarding FSSAI Vegan Regulations:

1. Vegan food must be free from animal-derived ingredients.
The standardized vegan logo becomes mandatory from July 2027.
. Honey is considered vegan under FSSAI regulations.

pw N

Food Business Operators must prevent cross-contamination between vegan and non-vegan
products.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

Option Statements
A 1and 2 only
B 1, 2 and 4 only
G 2, 3and 4 only

D 1,2, 3and 4






India Leads in US Unicorn Founders



Aspect

News

Indian Unicorn Founders in US

Total US Unicorns Founded by
Immigrants

Share of Immigrant-founded
Unicorns

Research Source

India's Global Rank

Details

India is the largest source country
for immigrant founders of US
unicorns

96 founders (as of June 2026)

455 out of 775

59%
Stanford University Venture Capital
Initiative

1st among immigrant founder
origins

Exam Relevance

Highlights India's global
entrepreneurial talent

Important Current Affairs Fact

Immigrant contribution to
innovation

Significant economic impact

Frequently cited entrepreneurship
study

Demonstrates strength of Indian
talent pool



Term
Unicorn
Decacorn
Hectocorn
Founder

Co-Founder

Definition

Startup valued at $1 billion or more

Startup va

Startup va

uec

uec

at $10 billion or more

at $100 billion or more

Individual who starts a company

One of multiple founders



ndicator Data

ndian-origin Unicorn Founders 96

mmigrant-founded US Unicorns 455
Total US Unicorns 775
Share of Immigrant Founders 59%

Share of US Unicorn Founders who
. 44%
are Immigrants

India's Rank 1st



Why Are Indians Leading?

Factor

Strong STEM Education
IIT Ecosystem

English Proficiency
Entrepreneurial Culture
Global Exposure

Technology Expertise

Role of lITs

Institution

T Delhi
IIT Bombay
IIT Madras
IIT Kanpur

IIT Kharagpur

Explanation

Large engineering and science talent pool

World-class technical education

Easier integration into US business ecosystem

Growing startup mindset

Large Indian diaspora network

Strong software and Al skills

Unicorn Founders Produced

16

14

Significant contributor

Significant contributor

Significant contributor



Major Sectors Dominated by Indian Founders

Sector Importance

FinTech Digital payments, lending
SaaS Software-as-a-Service
Artificial Intelligence Emerging growth sector
Cloud Computing Enterprise solutions
Developer Infrastructure Backend technology tools
Cybersecurity Digital protection
HealthTech Healthcare innovation

Famous Indian-Origin Unicorn Founders

Founder Company Sector

Jyoti Bansal AppDynamics Software

Lakshmi Srinivasan Zenefits HR Tech

Sundar Pichai Google Technology Leadership

Satya Nadella Microsoft Technology Leadership



Brain Drain vs Brain Gain

Brain Drain Argument Brain Gain Argument
Talent leaves India Global Indian network created
Innovation occurs abroad Investments flow back to India
Skilled workforce migrates Knowledge transfer increases
Tax benefits lost Global influence rises

Modern View

Concept Meaning
Brain Circulation Talent moves globally but contributes to multiple economies
Reverse Innovation ldeas developed abroad return to India

Global Entrepreneurship Founders operate across borders



Consider the following statements regarding unicorn startups:

1.
2.
3.
4.

A unicorn is a privately held startup valued at $1 billion or more.

India is the largest source country of immigrant founders of US unicorns.

[IT Delhi has produced more unicorn founders than [IT Bombay according to the report.
Immigrant founders have no significant role in US unicorn creation.

Which of the above statements are correct?

Option Statements
A 1and 2 only
B 1, 2 and 3 only
C 2, 3 and 4 only

1,2, 3and 4



Word of the day

Droll:

comical in an odd or whimsical manner

Synonyms: funny, eccentric

Usa g€ The novel features a droll cast of
characters who get themselves into completely
absurd situations

Pronunciation: newsth.live/droll

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /drsul/

Word of the day

Segue:

the act of changing smoothly from one state
or situation to another proceed without
interruption

Synonymes: shift, transition

Usage: the comedian’s awkward segue
between jokes made the audience laugh even
harder.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/segue

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [segwei/
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