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“You do not write your life with words...You write it with
actions. What you think is not important. It is only important

what you do.”
— Patrick Ness, A Monster Calls




MONSOON SESSION

Parliament likely to
convene from July 21

Putin said he
will retaliate

WORLD » PAGE 14

HURDLE TO TACKLE
‘West Asia crisis could
delay IMEC: official

BUSINESS » PAGE 12

FAIRYTALE RUN
Unseeded Boisson
enters the semifinals

SPORT » PAGE 17

Sikkim landslide:
Lt. Colonel, wife
among 6 missing

GuwARATE
Ueutenant-Coloret Pritpal
Singh Sandb and his retired
Squadron Leader wife, Aarti

camp at Chhaten in northern
Skkim on June 1 % PAGE 4

Next Census to conclude by March 2027

The dates of the two phases will be ‘published
in the official gazette tentatively on June 16

The Census after an unprecedented 16-year
gap will be the country’s first digital Census

NEW DELHI

ndta will count its pop-

count will be 12 a.m. on Oc-
tober 1, 2026. However, the
government has not yet
notified the date of com-
mencement of the exer-
cise. The no(mm:lon ofthe

ed . the Union
Miniscry of Home Affairs

o,
Census, and the
daces of the two phases
will be in the

This will be the country-s
first digital Census, and the
firss in Independent India
to include an enumeration

ruary 28, 2027 and the
data will have a reference
date of 12 am. on March 1,
2027. For the Union Terri-
tory of Ladakh and (h

policy for elderly

~NEW DELEI
A new national pokcy an semice
citizens is in the draft stages
with Union Ministry. officals
said, adding that some detads
of 1t were discussed o

fioaadiy 48 & caasting of the
Rational Counci for Serwor
Crizens, chaired by Social
Justice Minister Virendra
Kumar. » PAGE 4

CHANDIGARE
The Punab Police on
Wednesday sald its Specs
©peration Cell had arrested a
YouTube-nfluencer on charges
of spying for Pakistan's
irter-Services intelligence. OGS
Gauray Yadaw identied the

s Jasbir Singh, £1,
alias Jaan Mahal, a resident of
PMahlan villsge in Rupnagar
district. » PAGE &

ticketing infrastncture,
officials said on Wednesday. An
official =id bot traffic accourts
for up to 50% of overall login
attempts during Tatkal
bocking period. » PAGE 6

Extremely hard
to make a deal
with Xi: Trump

WASHINGTON
U.S. President Donald Trums

globat metal tariffs. » PAGE 14
cm
*

bound areas of the Unton

tarakhand. the reference
date for the population

official gazette tentatively
on June 16 as per prowvi-
sions of section 3 of the
Census Act 1948, accord-

which are currently drawn
on the basis of 1971 Cens:
ata.

Two-phase process

The next general election
is expected to be held in
2029,

The last Census was

This Census will also be the first in Independent
India to include an enumeration of castes as wel

[f\ be counted

NEW DELIE
Hours after the Union
govermment announced the
schedule for the Census

reason to delay the exercise for
another 23 months and
slammed the Narendra
Modi-led government for not
mesting “deadlines" » PAGE 5

held in 2011 and the subse-
quent exercise scheduled
to take place in 2021 was
delayed

demnic. On April 30, the Un-
ion Cabinet had decided to
include caste enumeration
as part of the next Census
exercise.

India’s Census Is con-
ducted under the provi-

population enumeration.

period of 11 months from
April 1 to February 28 the
ear. This time
et B B b
umerated in the s

phase.

The 24 lakh enumera-
tion blocks that were final-
ised for the planned 2021
census are likely to be used

for the 2027

trained afresh on the mo-

hat has

been  re: for the
rei:

NPR updation
“A significant addition to
the training manual would
be the enumeration of
caste. Another drop box to
record the castes is likely to
be added mixeio the Sche-
uled Cast ) and Sche-
Ghled Tribe (515 abies, the
only two categories count-
ed so far,” a senlor govern-
ment official said.
re was no announ-

already
has a database of 119 crore
residents.

govt.

was to be updated during
the first phase of the
planned 2021 census.
Gitizens may also get an
tunity to “self-enum-
erate” as the Office of the

that have updated the NPR
online.

According o the Citi-
zenship Rules 2003, the
NPR. t step to-
enin compilation of 2 Na-
tional Register of Indian Ci-

women in Parliament and

register

Rush howr: Fanz n

BENGALURU

What began as a day of rap-
turous celebration over the
IPL victory of Royal Chal-

ing tragedy when 11 people
— all aged below 40 — were
killed and 47 injured after a

budld-up of fans at
the M. Chinnaswamy Stadi-

umled to 3 stampede.
Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter Mddum\ala.h an-

unced a magisterial In-
qulxy into the incident tha

drew sharp criticism from
the Opposition over fafled
crowd management. He
sald over two lakh people
had gathered at the stadi-

um which had a capacity
of 32,000. The tragedy un-

am a3 they =

= —
the Royai Challengers Bengaluru's L victory at th

11 die in stampede at RCB victory celebration

folded near the gates of the
stadium, where thousands
of fans had gathered to
mark RCB's hlstarlc first L\b
le in 18 years_

attributed il the dealhs o

1and
search Institute in Shivaji-
nagar, four persons.
including a woman corpo-
professional,
brought dead to the
Superspeciality
on Mallya Road. One death
was reported ac Manipal

Hospital, Millers® Road.
A sea of loyal RCB fans
had begun converging at
the stadium since

noon, hoping to_catch a
my

yeeed trophy aé pare of the

stadium was scaled down

apped up ina hurry.
The felicitation event prior
o thie. &t Vidbana Scudha.

tory parade fiem Vidhana
Sol o Chinnaswamy
st

A victory parade an-
nounced by the RCB team,
though the police claimed
o have not allowed it, had

and tragedy unfolded out-
side, the event inside the

by the
nister, Depmy ('mel I\Imls~
ter D.K. Shivakumar and
Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlos, was also hurriedly
concluded.

18 injured
Bowring Hospital Dean-
cum-Director Manoj Ku-
mar HV. said five. includ-

year-old woman w
ing for breath and died in
casualey.
Apart from the six de-
ceased, including three
women, 18 injured fans are

them have suffered frac-

ficthana Soudha in Bengstuns on Wednesday. SU0

tures (ankle, spine

ording to

e docto:
Vydehi Medical Admi-
nistrator Humera Sayee

said that apart from the
four deceased, 12 others

traffic police had trouble
smooth move-
ment of vehicles.

CELEBRATION AND TRAGEDY
» PAGE 3

States advised to
prepare as COVID
claims 7 more lives

NEW DELHI

more  COVID-19
in

o 2 fro
the Union Health Ministry.

rashira reported four
deaths, while Delhi, Guja-
rat, and Tamil Nadu re-

gone up 104,302

ed one % cardiogenic shock, Parkin-

“Th ublic is advised to son’s . COVID-19
practice hand hyglene,  pneumonia, and hyperten-
cough etiquette, and avoid  sion. A 23-year-old w
crowded places when un-  had diabetes meliins, and
well. th male had a
acute fliness and
should selfmonitor and alcohol withdrawal
seek medical care if symp-  seizure.

toms worsen.”

Health Ministry
said after a series of techni-
cal review meetings were
held on june 2 and 3 in
view of the recent increase

structed to ensure the
availability of oxygen, iso-
lation beds, ventilators,

dessential medi

lance Programme (IDSP)

n Tamil Nadu, a 76-

year-old man died. He had
e veaplestory diecnsad
syndrome co-
BIS pnewmonis,

with lower
tract infection, COVID-19

respiratory

pneumonia, shock, and

Type 1 respiratory failure.
"De:um have been re-
in-

are close in-
fluenza-like illness (LD
aiid Severe Acute Respiea-

tal mu
04302 ¢ the Health ulnw

in its updated
Pre-e illnesses
According to details re-

leased by the Ministry, the

among in:
Bividuals with pre-existing

ongoing. Also, surveillance
testing has been recom-
mended for all admitted
SARI cases, and for 5% of

known
(chronic obstructive pul-
monary  disease) with
chronic bronchitis,” it said.

A 73-year-old man had

search and Diagnostic Lab-
oratory network.

“The Union Health Mi-
nistry continues to closely
monitor the situation,” the
official sasd.




Next Census to conclude by March 2027: govt.

The Census after an unprecedented 16-year
gap will be the country’s first digital Census

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

ndia will count its pop-
l ulation by March 1,

2027, in a Census to be
held after an unprecedent-
ed 16-year gap, the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs
announced on Wednesday.
This will be the country’s
first digital Census, and the
first in Independent India
to include an enumeration
of castes as well.

The Census will be con-
ducted in two phases by
February 28, 2027 and the
data will have a reference
date of 12 a.m. on March 1,
2027. For the Union Terri-
tory of Ladakh and the
non-synchronous snow-
bound areas of the Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir and the States of
Himachal Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand, the reference
date for the population

count will be 12 a.m. on Oc-
tober 1, 2026. However, the
government has not yet
notified the date of com-
mencement of the exer-
cise. The notification of the
Centre’s intention to con-
duct the Census, and the
dates of the two phases
will be “published in the
official gazette tentatively
on June 16 as per provi-
sions of section 3 of the
Census Act 1948,” accord-
ing to the press release.

The Constitution man-
dates that the first Census
after 2026 can be used as
the basis to redraw Lok
Sabha constituencies
which are currently drawn
on the basis of 1971 Census
data.

Two-phase process
The next general election
is expected to be held in
2029.

The last Census was

This Census will also be the first in Independent
India to include an enumeration of castes as well

To be counted

India will be counting its people
after a gap of 16 years in the first

digital Census which will also
include caste enumeration

W

N

Crucial numbers: An enumerator at
ahousehold in Hyderabad during the

2011 Census. FILE PHOTO

October 1, 2026:
Reference date for Union
Territory of Ladakh and the
non-synchronous snow-
bound areas of the U.T.

of Jammu and Kashmir
and States of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand

March 1, 2027: Reference
date set for remaining
parts of the country

Around 24 lakh
enumeration blocks

(EB) finalised for the

| | 2011 Census are likely

~ | to be used for the 2027
Census. Each EB usually
comprises 150-180
houses or 650-800 people

No reason for
another delay of
23 months: Cong.

NEW DELHI

Hours after the Union
government announced the
schedule for the Census
exercise, the Congress on
Wednesday said there was no
reason to delay the exercise for
another 23 months and
slammed the Narendra
Modi-led government for not

meeting “deadlines”. » PAGE 5

held in 2011 and the subse-
quent exercise scheduled
to take place in 2021 was
delayed indefinitely, initial-
ly due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. On April 30, the Un-
ion Cabinet had decided to
include caste enumeration
as part of the next Census
exercise.

India’s Census is con-
ducted under the provi-
sions of the Census Act,
1948 and the Census Rules,
1990, and will be complet-
ed in two phases: first, the
house listing and housing
schedule; and then, the
population enumeration.
Both phases usually span a

period of 11 months from
April 1 to February 28 the
following year. This time
around, caste will be en-
umerated in the second
phase.

The 24 lakh enumera-
tion blocks that were final-
ised for the planned 2021
census are likely to be used

for the 2027 exercise.
Around 30 lakh enumera-
tors, including a sizeable
number of government
school teachers, will be
trained afresh on the mo-
bile application that has
been readied for the
exercise.

NPR updation

“A significant addition to
the training manual would
be the enumeration of
caste. Another drop box to
record the castes is likely to
be added next to the Sche-
duled Caste (SC) and Sche-
duled Tribe (ST) tables, the
only two categories count-
ed so far,” a senior govern-
ment official said.

There was no announ-
cement on updating the
National Population Regis-
ter (NPR), which already
has a database of 119 crore
residents.

The population register

The dates of the two phases will be ‘published
in the official gazette tentatively on June 16

was to be updated during
the first phase of the
planned 2021 census.

Citizens may also get an
opportunity to “self-enum-
erate” as the Office of the
Registrar General of India,
which conducts the cen-
sus, had developed a self-
enumeration portal in En-
glish for the planned 2021
census. This option, ho-
wever, will only be availa-
ble to those households
that have updated the NPR
online.

According to the Citi-
zenship Rules 2003, the
NPR is the first step to-
wards compilation of a Na-
tional Register of Indian Ci-
tizens (NRIC/NRC).

The census will impact
the next delimitation of
Lok Sabha and State As-
sembly seats and the pro-
posed 33% reservation for
women in Parliament and
Assemblies.



Indian Census Timeline




Census in India




Census Operations in India

Start —

Houselisting

Gop of six
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months?

Population
Enumeration
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—> End



¢ Key Highlights of the 2027 Census

Feature Details

Timeline Will conclude by March 1, 2027

Gap Since Last Census 16 years — unprecedented (last held in 2011)

Reference Dates Oct 1, 2026 (show-bound UTs), March 1, 2027 (rest of India)

Phases 2 phases — (1) Housing listing, (2) Population enumeration

Mode First-ever digital Census in India

Caste Enumeration Will include caste data collection for the first time since 1931




crot

* A mobile app will be used by ~30 lakh enumerators (mostly school teachers).
» A self-enumeration portal (only for NPR-updated households) will allow online entries.

e Caste enumeration to be added as a new column alongside SC/ST categories.

() Constitutional and Political Implications

e Delimitation: 2026 Census will form the basis for redrawing Lok Sabha and Assembly

constituencies (currently based on 1971 data).

e Women's Reservation: 33% reservation for women in Lok Sabha and Assemblies will be based on

this Census data.

e Opposition Criticism: Congress criticized the delay of 23 months as political, accusing the

government of "missing deadlines".



22 National Population Register (NPR)
* No update announced to the NPR, last updated in 2010 with 119 crore entries.

* NPRis the first step towards the National Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC/NRC) under the
Citizenship Rules 2003.

4 Additional Facts for Prelims

ltem Detail

Census Act Year 1948

Census Rules Year 1990

Enumeration Blocks ~24 lakh EB from 2011 to be reused (each EB = 150-200 houses
approx.)

Self Enumeration Available only to NPR-updated households

Last Caste Census 1931 (except Socio Economic Caste Census in 2011, which lacked

credibility)
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Thug Life: TN. permits special

shows for Haasan’s movie

The Tamil Nadu government on Wednesday

of the release. with the first one starting ac 9 a.m.
show ending

on Thursday and the last
on Friday.

at2am.

CBI arrests Hisar man for
rape. assault of minor girls

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBD has

After MLP., Rahul goes
to Haryana to Kick-start
revamp of Congress wunit

Lc‘ler ()I'll'& (o]
party

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH/BHOPAL

paign to revamp the party
in Madhya Pradesh. The
Congress's Haryana unit
has been functioning for
more than a decade with-
ana asserict

“s Hisar for

mets as
el as identification of multiple victims. The CBI
detected images and videas from the Interpol's

Child Sexual

The analysis of the &

and videos using
cyber forensic tools revealed the location of the
victims.

o Hisar,

Wednesday's meeting,
part OF the party's -San-
gathan Srijan Abhiyan® (or-

ship in Harvana as part of the

()nml.'sundcm‘()resneedtomrlum pr

ically i

No diesel, petrol
delivery fleets in
INCR from 2026

Srijan Abhivan” to rejuvenate Congress

Congress leader Bhupinder slngﬁ Hooda welcomes LoP " Lok
Sabha Rabul

cember 26, 2024, at a Con-
=

ment of the District Con-
<

presi-

gre: gress
held n dents in
Karnataka. The party has Former Chief Minkster
already as
year o
across the  Udal Bhan, former Hal

campaign) in Haryana, saw
Mr. Gandhi stress the need

ship across the Seate. The
campaign had
s o s

- general secre-
tary (organisation) and Lok
Sabha MP K.C. Venugopal

will oversee the appoint-

ter june 10, the All India

companies and vehicle ag-
in the

Evaxiina Skt pasty leadt

DelBLNCR reglon.
mandate applies

across the spe

four-wheelers,

n-= CAQM noted that tramsport
coatributo

Pollution n TR
both intra-city and inter-ci-
v

. Prom: e of

em-

2026, only electric or com-
pressed natural gas (CNG)
wehicles will be allowed to

be newly inducted into

phasised that implement-
ing the norms would help
address the -significantdy
high contribution from the

ers,

ki pare o atorteto
in

tion, appointments of dis-
trict and block level com-
mittees and factionalism in
the sState unit, among
others.

y and
mobility fleets_

So far, the directive s li-
mited to Delhi-NCR. No
wever, the CAQM

sector to the ov-
erall air pollution in the en-
tre NCR. consistenty
throughout the year and
more adversely during the

more efficient
is “im-

urged the governments Sor  wines soasont
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, The rapid transition to
and Rajasthan to “formu- cleaner and

late poti-

ces motor

wvehicle aggregators, deliv-
ery service providers
ecommerce entities for

the entire NCR, prioriti-
sing Gurugram, F

Sonipat., Noida. Greater
Noida and Ghazi -~ ci-

ties that depend heavily on

=, the CAQM not-
ed. adding thar zero emis-

ston vehic
Battery Hlectric vVehicles
should be prioritised.

“There is need for an ur-
gent transition to cleaner
modes of mobility,” sald
the CAQMM notkce.

3 injured in attack
on Dalit wedding
procession in UP.

Samridhi Tewari
NEW DELHI

At least three people were
injured on Tuesday after a
wi

Eal s local belonging =
the Jatav ) communi-
ty. were geming married.
procession that ar-
rived from Shirkol Bhur in

stopped us from dancing.
When we opposed . all
the above people used cas-
teist words and attacked us
with sticks, rods. knives.
and s| edged weapons
toldllus.1. too. ueenved
open injury on 2a
and many other srnall inju-
ries” Kanhaiya. the com-
piai

He said many in the pro-
cession were assaulted
with knives. A video pur-
ported to be of the chaotic
scene has surfaced on so-
cial media. The police said
they had to resort to mild
force to disperse the crowd
and restore order. A case
red at the Gajra-
Ia police station under va-
rlous Sections of the BNS.
Police also invoked the
Scheduled Castes
~ Tribes

forcibly entered the wed-
din, procession  and

tion of Arrocities) Act, 1989
(Amendment 2015).

Sena (UBT)
sacks Badgujar
two days after
he met CM

MUMBAL

Two after Shiv Sena
(UBTY's Nashik district’s de-
puty leader Sudhakar Bad-
gujar met Chief AMinister
Devendra the

him allegations
that he has be: e
in ~ant-party ties"

the Cnt, Mr B r had
his

Mixed response to
Jharkhand bandh
called by tribal outfits

ess Trust of India
5

A Jharkhand bandh called

on Wednesday to protest

They accused the Hemant
of

Chhattisgarh govt. nod for
policy to promote tourism
in tribal-dominated areas

Soren-ded fledar
attempting to “erase wibal | marus
religious identity~ and
various organisations  warned of prot | The c Cabinet
ests if their
of oot homestay i

2 ramp near Sarna Sthal.
acred tribal refigious site
in Ranchi, evoked mixed
response n the State even
though protesters blocked
several roads in the city.
Though

the impact of
the was stgnifi-

with the way the Sena
(UBT) has been function-
ing. which has “left a dozen
of leaders and workers up-

<cane in Ranchi, normal life
was partially hit in neigh-
bouring Ramgarh and
Gumla, while

Policy o peo:
mmote tourtsen in rural and

leging a “broader conspira-
cy to undermine tribal
sdentity~.

the

set
“if the party <hi chleﬂs de
ined

The bandh was called to
protest against the con-
struction of a ramp — part
of an elevated ‘Gyover
ar Sarna
P vibal leaders voiced
swrong to the

Key from
eribal outfits included de-
molition of the newly con-
structed ramp, protection
of tribal rell

Scheduled Areas) Act. and

construction of the ramp.

on wribal land.

tribal areas,
cluding the Maoism-hit et
car division.

The ‘Chhattisgarh Hom-
gu, Policy 202530 was

Cabinet
o Fting chaired by Chief

Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
and comes at a time when

The new policy will benefit locats by offering them 3 business.
increase

security forces are carry
out anti-Naxal ope
the Bastar region Bastar
Sarguja are the two tri-
minated regions

regional characteristics of
tribal areas. local culwre.
official

sosl of Vocal for Local.
r decision

tunity to increase their in-

come, which will play a
pivotal role in the

days
State level.

Drop by drop, how the border between Bihar and U.P. blurs in Jawahi Diyar village

dra, 30, Mr. Yadav's youn-
gest son, -

Bordertine addl

Not too far from their
house is a Bquor shop, an-
Eoc o St patice witis

a red signboard hanging o
a “brick wall: -Composite

slwplsasmanshack
Iis snacks.

1ts around 1 p.m. on a
scorching June afternoon,
but there are groups of
men in their 20s sitting and

ddiction: Villagers enjoying liquor on zr-e ttar
Pradesh side of Jawahs Diyar village. STy RAs

drinking. They occasional-
1y disperse on their motor-

nister Nitish Kumar
banned the sale of alcohol
in Bihar. With that, buying,
selling,

which Bihar shares an in-
ternational  border, Is
another go-to place for I-

and consumption of Hquor
in the

i Jawant Diyar, there is

became

State_ If the law is violated,
the Bihar Prohibition and
Excise Act, 2016, stipulates
strict_action, induding a
Jadl term.

The prohibition

no on the border
thar would have forced veh-

the village, the police first

Lager,

The liquor store is open
from 10 am_ to 10 p.m. ev-
ery day, he adds. “Some of
those

wishing not to be

four  police
operate out of

of peo-
ple. including police per-
sonnel have been caught
for their involvement in the

quor were caught in an am-
bulance in dis-

here.
The village, with 10.000-
odd adults, is on the banks
of the Ganga. Due to its ri-
werine location, the village
floods each year during the
“We face two

remain anonymous. As
afterthought, he adds, “The

trict. In January, three

caught for

storing liquor in the -
e s m

Two years ago, liquor was

Beis from the Hajipur

from all  neighbouring

n April Oie Chiar aat:

State: some that
Gon't share borders with it,
like Haryana. Nepal, with

kinds of problems: seasonal
cement during the

a year, and
or,” says Mr. Saty
nearest pollce sta-

B
P it is
some sérious_crimes like

or dacoity take
place in a house located in

en-
illicit trade of
bottles 1o B are
dangerous people,” he says.
that there is a nexus
between the
Department.

Bihar Excise_
"Who

source of income, mainly
smuggling.

though liquor

serice vigil

According o the police.
however, they are patroll
ing hard. “We are p

holes on the borders in

ficer says,
parument fche Stace Prohi.
icion.
ation Depamnen(,
Which ususlly puts up
checl placing iron
barriers] in Jawahi Diyar

until March this year, out
of 84 checkpoints, 67 are
inter-State, set up to pre-
went the Influx of banned

The report also states
that as many as 9.36 lakh
cases of prohibition law
viol were registered
in the State since April
20!6 leading to t.he arrest

34 lakh people. “As many

bl i et
posed of by special excise

partments. cther, ac-
cording to rep
oo 56 crore lies of i
Tt 1 L

Rashn Janata Dal

peated “Piyoge fo maroge
G you drink, you die)” dic-

prohibition.
may-
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No diesel, petrol
delivery fleets in
NCR from 2026

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a major push towards
clean mobility, the Com-
mission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) an-
nounced on Wednesday
that from January 1 next
year, no new diesel or pe-
trol vehicles can be added
to the fleets of e-commerce
companies and vehicle ag-
gregators operating in the
Delhi-NCR region.

This mandate applies
across the spectrum of
four-wheelers, three-
wheelers, and two-wheel-
ers. From the beginning of
2026, only electric or com-
pressed natural gas (CNG)
vehicles will be allowed to
be newly inducted into
commercial delivery and
mobility fleets.

So far, the directive is li-
mited to Delhi-NCR. Ho-
wever, the CAQM has
urged the governments of
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
and Rajasthan to “formu-
late comprehensive poli-
cies encompassing motor
vehicle aggregators, deliv-
ery service providers and
e-commerce entities for
the entire NCR, prioriti-
sing Gurugram, Faridabad,
Sonipat, Noida, Greater
Noida and Ghaziabad” - ci-
ties that depend heavily on

| T~

/P\
The CAQM noted that transport

is a major contributor to air
pollution in NCR.

both intra-city and inter-ci-
ty vehicular movement.

The commission em-
phasised that implement-
ing the norms would help
address the “significantly
high contribution from the
transport sector to the ov-
erall air pollution in the en-
tire NCR, consistently
throughout the year and
more adversely during the
winter season”.

The rapid transition to
cleaner and more efficient
mobility solutions is “im-
perative”, the CAQM not-
ed, adding that zero-emis-
sion vehicles such as
Battery Electric Vehicles
should be prioritised.
“There is need for an ur-
gent transition to cleaner
modes of mobility,” said
the CAQM notice.



Feature

Policy Issuer

Effective From

Applies To

Permissible Fuel Types

Vehicles Covered

Geographic Scope

Suggested Expansion

Details O

Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM)

January 1, 2026

All new vehicles in commercial delivery and mobility fleets

Only Electric Vehicles (EVs) and Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)

2-wheelers, 3-wheelers, 4-wheelers

Initially: Delhi-NCR

Haryana, UP, Rajasthan (Gurugram, Noida, Ghaziabad, etc.)



Why the Ban?

e Transport sector is a major contributor to air pollution in NCR.
e Pollution levels are especially critical during winters.

e Aims to transition to zero-emission vehicles to improve air quality.

() Strategic Implications

Dimension Impact

Environmental Will reduce PM2.5 and NOx emissions; aids in meeting air quality norms
Governance Pushes inter-state policy convergence in NCR

Economic Boosts demand for EVs, infrastructure (charging stations)

Social Health benefits due to reduced vehicular pollution



Fact

CAQM Full Form

First established

Headquarters

Legal Backing

NCR Includes

Detail

Commission for Air Quality Management

2020 (under an Ordinance, now a law)

New Delhi

Air Quality Commission Act, 2021

Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan, UP (parts)



Rank

Country

China

United States

Germany

Norway

France

United
Kingdom

Total EVs (Cars &
2-Wheelers)

~20.4 million cars

~2.5 million cars

~1.6 million cars

~600,000 cars

~1.3 million cars

~1.2 million cars

EV Car Sales
(2024)

11 million

1.6 million

~500,000

~150,000

~400,000

~370,000

EV Car Market
Share (2024)

~50%

~10%

~25%

~91%

~25%

~25%

Notes )

Largest EV market
globally; ~60% of global

EV sales .

Growth driven by
incentives like the

Inflation Reduction Act .

Strong EV policies and

infrastructure .

Highest EV market
share globally .

Consistent growth in EV

adoption .

Significant government

support for EVs.



= India's Electric Vehicle Landscape (2024)

Category

Total EV Sales

Electric Cars

Electric Two-Wheelers

Electric Three-Wheelers

Leading States

Figures (2024) m)

Over 2 million units across all vehicle categories .

Approximately 100,000 units sold; ~2.4% of total car sales

Over 1.2 million units sold; ~6.7% of total two-wheeler

sales .

Approximately 700,000 units sold, including e-rickshaws .

Uttar Pradesh (highest EV registrations), Maharashtra,

Karnataka .
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India, Australia agree
to work together in
fight against terrorism

work
terrorism in all

tral
Prime
Marles, who holds the De-
fence

called on Prlme Aums-e-:

Rajnath Singh with Austraia’s

Deputy Prime Minister Richard
Mares. S1r imas SUSHPARAR

terror attack in Pahalgam.

meeting ‘ith Defence M
nister Rajnath S

“Glad to meet Deputy
Prime Minister of Australia

Richard Marles. Had a pro-
ductive discussion on de-.s

the full range
of the India-Australia de-

pening the

thanks

Pamership. which marks

squivocal support to In-
dia’s  resolu

Govt. to bring new national
policy on senior citizens

Population

ections estimate 20% of the country will be senior citizens

y 2047: discussions

focus on how the draft policy should ‘reflect demographic realities’ as India heads into the future

NEW DELHI

new policy
on sensor citizens is
in the draft stages

with the Union Minisery of

cussed on Wednesday at a

me, of d

Council for Senior Citizens,

chaired by Social Justice

Minister Virendra Kumar.
in:

£ha RO BollEy Sl e

ment's projections. they
will account for about
12.16% of the country's
Population in 2026. The

real-
e of tndia 5 it eads i

to the future.
A statement from the
Ministry said popularion
that

agalnst barbaric act of ter-
ahalgam,” said M.

o N

d to intensify and di-
defenc ustry

ation between (he

tion,” sald Mr. Modl  agree

through a post on X. versity
Earlier, Mr. Singh and ollabor:

Atr. Marles i

20% of the country w
be senior citizens by 2047.

According to the 2011
Census, senior citizens ac-
counted for 8.23% of the
nation’s population at the
time.

Gay said the l‘oﬂhconung

o the go senior citizens will
account for 12 16% of the country's population in 2026, SSTTY IMASES

added that one of
suggestions was to con-
sider that India will have a

; 2047,
the fourth

Census riod
for 2 headcount would be
Slamcta 0527,

official

the
Council for Senlor Citizens,
the government said in ks

cold The Hindu, “The poli-
<y is in a draft stage

Digital inclusion
At the meeting. the council
also deliberated on “digital
inclusion” of sensor citi-
zens, the government sasd.

i€ further Giscussed instita-
tionalising NGOs and se-

nior citizen associations in
policy formulation, fmple-
mentation, and feedback
mechanisms.

liberations also went
into establishing a_grie-

YouTuber arrested in
Punjab on charges of
spying for Pakistan

CHANDIGARH

The Punjsb Police on Wed-

e rmclma
= elder abuse and
negeq unplememmg
mum standards for - -old
sge homes™
care institations; and - p{o
moting community en-
gagement and intergenera-
tional bon,
The council also under-
ew of

vices lmelllgenc e (SD).
Director-General of Pol-
lce (OGP GCaurav Yadav
identified
Jasbir slngh at, jaan
Miahal, o Sestdent of Mah
Ian village in Rups i
trict. He was operacing
VouTube ' channel  titled
JaanMahal Video, purport-
edly uploading travel and

Jasbir Singh

Rahhn alias Danish, a Pa-
kistani national and ex-
pelled Scisl from the Pa-
kistan High Commission to
India_

(IPSrC), Senior Citizen Por- | soclated with in- in-
tal in terms of Shakir,  puts indicating that Jasbir
quality and distribs allas Jutt alleg- been In contact
tion follow-up of assisted | edly partofaterror-backed  with several Pakistan-
Living devices, the state- network. based entsties.
ment added. He said Jasbir Singh  ISIagen: had alleged-
The dose contact  ly been supplying sesickive
that smder the Kashrriya | wish Jyoet a Ha-
Vayoshri _Yojana, vana-| d ouTuber  the movement of the In:
than five lakh senjor i | Who has been arrested for  dian Army other inter-
zens had been given “free | espio: by the Haryana matters to Pakistani
assisted Iiving devices™. Police, and with Ehsan-ur-  handlers.

A conservative society is no excuse to
deny security to LGBTQIA+ couples’

CHENNAL

Our soclety is sull conser-
vative, and every

Shia Kiofena High Conrt e
said adding that it should

nabeamasmr«mepd-
ice to deny security to
LGBTQIA- couples taclng
threats.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices G.R. Swaminathan

The Madras High Court made the
woman over the ilegal detention of her

by

and V.
made

detention of her partner by
the latter's parents
residence in Vellore dis—

trict.
The judges allowed the

dence.

Justice Swaminathan al-
so gave 1,000 from his
personal funds towards the

er'the use of the expres
queer- to describe

tion were outside socsetal
norms. It said that there
was nothing strange or odd
« such inclinatons
therefore, the

cbsenaton while Mowing a plea

Ppartner. sLEPHOTO

then should they be called

queer?™ the Judges
w red.

Meanwhile, censuring
the police for having

forced the detainee to go
with her parents when a
oy ‘ with

adequate protection to the
detenu as well as the peti-
tioner, as and when re-

the  judges

titioner. the Division Bench
said, !

sess the right to universal
Ty

enjoyvment uman
rights”
‘Author the verdict,

wrote, ~

sion was not appropriate. tional police in particular,  Welfare rts
: du 0 The Division Bench also re-
ting usage of ferred to efforts taken by
“We feel cenaln Glscom.  ithrears or harasement re.  Justioe M. d Venka-
fort n em, the ex- ceived fros embers of tesh of the Madras E
pression ‘queer” Any stan-  the LGBTQLA Court e con-

dard dic defines
this word as meaning
‘strange or =
mosexual Indh.‘!dual
sexual orienta-

of
the same-sex couple.
The Division Bench also

tion must be perfectly nat-
ural and normal... Why

"We also restrain the de-
tenus natal family mem-
bers from » Interfering with
her persor - We is-
e ot

ditions of the LGETQIA~
communizy.
it said that the judge had
PReoNed & desd ok SniRal

Lt. Colonel, his retired IAF
officer wife among six
missing in Sikkim landslide

GUWAHATE

A Lieutenant-Colonel and
his retired Squadron Lead-
er wife are among six indi-
viduals still missing after a
landslide struck a military
camp at Chhaten in north-
emn Sikkim on June I.
ose missing are Lt
Col. Prispal Singh Sandius.
Indian Alr Force of-
i Sandhu.

veer, Naik Sunilal Mucha-
chary, and Sepoy Sainud-
heen P.X.

“Search operations con-
tinue with urgency to lo-

> and the challeng-
ing high-altitude terrain,” a
Defence Ministry state-
ment said on Wedn, 2

The based de-

S
2 Rescue operation carried out By the Amy after the

Ing extreme weather con-
ditions and a hazardous
terrain to assist local peo-
ple and stranded tourists.

gion, has been completely
cut off. The Arm

blished foot conneuwl:y
to the village and reach
ourto 113 sranded !ourlsls
who

attered seate:
Tanctaicies i rorthern S on Wednesday. SSECLAL AR

RANGEVENT

since the early monsocon
rain began batering all
eight northeastern States
from the last week of May.
Landslides claimed more
than 70% of the 47 lives
claimed by rain-induced
disasz, Over

Army and IAF
carry out relief
operations

in Northeast

NEW DELHI

The armed forces on Wed-

s
“In response to the de-

vastating landslides in Sik-

kim. Indian Alr Force Mi-17

duals, induding two U.S.

nationals, from the remote

Chaten region,” the Air

Foece said in a post on X.
tanipur,

bam Leikal village in Im-
phal East district. ~The un-
preceden floods  had
lefc the local population
struggling  for
with cle.

iy o

Thirey courists, includ-
ing some foreign nationals,
were airtifted by mulxan-

fence Lt Col.

damus to the jurisdic-
tional police to provide

he civil union entered mto
by LGBTQIA- partners.

Mahendra Rawat said Ar-
my teams had been defy-

weather eased onjune :1.

in Assam, the number
of people ~affected by
Bood: Ty 1

have been the ‘malor idliers

ﬁnms.sal«on-maazy

sity. Thus, the Army esta-
bl

a Defence Ministry spokes-
person said.

SC seeks MLP.
reply on plea
by journalists

Ivities.
A Bench of Justices San-
oy Kerd and Satish Chais-

a Sharma. however, re-
Cri s grant interim
protection from arrest to

O rhe Bench agreed to
the

the matter on fune S
cm @

Modi likely to attend BRICS summit in Brazil
next month; meet closely watched by U.S. govt.

NEWS ANALYSIS

NEW DELEI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to travel
to Rio De Janeiro in July t

end the BRICS summit
in Brazil, sources said here.

loped na . Russi
sidere ¥ Viadtionis Potin and

M Narendra Modi, Russian Presi
President X5 Snping at the 2024 BRICS Summet in Russa. FLE PHOTO

Pakistan, and India’s “new
normal™~ on fighting terror.
Any joint statement on
grossborder terrorizm by

the largely economic
Xi Jinp- will be

ing are expecred toamend,  for india, officials said.
wel the leader: Any meeting with the
uud.- Arabla: the UAR,  Chingee Presidint, whot
ran, andIndonesia.  Mr. Modi last met on the si-
Atr. Modi's attendance delines of the previous
es after BRICS summit in Kazan,

he event comes soon
the four-day conflict with

Russia in 2024, will also be

Gent Viadimir Putin and Chinese

watched with interest, gi-
ven China's support to Pa-

kistan during ration
Sindoor. and o res.
bilateral ties with the res-

tart of the Kailash Mansa-
Tovar Yatra for Indian pil-
grims to Tibet in June.

Alternative currencies
In addition. BRICS discus-
stons on the use of alterna-
tive or national currencies

for trade are likely co trig-

BRICS.
-1mu(> countries] are

saying. ‘Let’s move o not
suppoct the dollar, and dol-
lar hegemony..” That

the way to win friends and

sasd.
The BRICS-11 now repre-

sent half the world's
Lati.

u.
accounts for about 30% of
the world's GDP.

Rio reset”
washingron-based think-
tanks are billing the meet-
iog of ehe BRICS grouping
the “Rio Res

5 will pose a challenge @
Western

HC denies relief to
Rahul Gandhi over
remarks on Army

NEW DELHI

Ohservlng th:

Penal Code. “No doubt ov-
er the fact that Article 19(1)
(a) of the Constitution of

of
subject to reason-
able restrictions, Alla-
habad High Court last
week denled relief to the

m
his alleged remarks against
the Indian Army.

Rejecting Mr. Gandhis
plea the defa.

o thee Densl Pres

lnba South for More In-
clustve and S Go-
erninee . Tha - Twote
nrion of the

use of alternate carrencies.

mation case as well as the
summoning or

i February by an MP-MLA

court in Licknow, a nch

of Justice Subhash Vi

thion Bay 29 said the teial

court was mon

Section SO0 of the Indian

India

of speech and expression
but this freedom is subject
to reasonable restrictions
and it does not include the

lon
Uday
Whe alloged that his seare:
after a clash bet-
ween the Indian and Chi-
in 2022 had

e Cancint 4 during the Bha-
rat jodo Yatra_




Govt. to bring new national
policy on senior citizens

Population projections estimate 20% of the country will be senior citizens by 2047; discussions

focus on how the draft policy should ‘reflect demographic realities’ as India heads into the future

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

new national policy
A on senior citizens is

in the draft stages
with the Union Ministry of
Social Justice and Empo-
werment, government offi-
cials said, adding that
some details of it were dis-
cussed on Wednesday at a
meeting of the National
Council for Senior Citizens,
chaired by Social Justice
Minister Virendra Kumar.

The Ministry said dis-
cussions focused on how
the draft policy should “re-
flect the demographic real-
ities” of India as it heads in-
to the future.

A statement from the
Ministry said population
projections estimated that
20% of the country would
be senior citizens by 2047.

According to the 2011
Census, senior citizens ac-
counted for 8.23% of the
nation’s population at the
time.

According to the govern-

According to the government’s projections, senior citizens will
account for 12.16% of the country’s population in 2026. GETTY IMAGES

ment’s projections, they
will account for about
12.16% of the country’s
population in 2026. The
government on Wednes-
day said the forthcoming
Census reference period
for a headcount would be
March 2027.

A government official
told The Hindu, “The poli-
cy is in a draft stage now.
Suggestions have already
come in from relevant sta-
keholders and some of
these suggestions were put
forth at the meeting on
Wednesday.”

They added that one of
the suggestions was to con-
sider that India will have a
higher proportion of se-
nior citizens by 2047.

This was the fourth
meeting of the National
Council for Senior Citizens,
the government said in its
statement.

Digital inclusion

At the meeting, the council
also deliberated on “digital
inclusion” of senior citi-
zens, the government said.
It further discussed institu-
tionalising NGOs and se-

nior citizen associations in
policy formulation, imple-
mentation, and feedback
mechanisms.

Deliberations also went
into establishing a grie-
vance redress mechanism
to address elder abuse and
neglect; implementing mi-
nimum standards for “old
age homes” and senior
care institutions; and “pro-
moting community en-
gagement and intergenera-
tional bonding”.

The council also under-
took a detailed review of
the progress under the
Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana
(RVY) and Integrated Pro-
gramme for Senior Citizens
(IPSrC), Senior Citizen Por-
tal in terms of enhancing
quality and post-distribu-
tion follow-up of assisted
living devices, the state-
ment added.

The government said
that under the Rashtriya
Vayoshri Yojana, more
than five lakh senior citi-
zens had been given “free
assisted living devices”.



Feature

Policy Name

Authority

Headed by

Status

Reference Year for Census

Population Data

Details

New National Policy on Senior Citizens

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

Union Minister Virendra Kumar; discussed in National Council for
SCs

In draft stage; suggestions under discussion

March 2027

8.23% seniors in 2011; projected 12.16% in 2026; 20% by 2047



Domain

Elder Abuse

Care Standards

NGO/Community Role

Digital Inclusion

Intergenerational Bonding

Schemes Reviewed

Proposed Measures

Create a grievance redress mechanism for elder abuse and

neglect

Implement minimum standards for old age homes and senior

care institutions

Institutionalise NGO involvement and senior citizens’ associations

in policy

Bridge digital divide for seniors; promote access to technology

and online services

Promote community engagement and joint family values

Rastriya Vayoshri Yojana, Integrated Programme for Senior
Citizens (IPSrC)
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SOFIA MoOosSCow PARIS BEL -
U gives Bul, een tto ‘No damage’ to Crimea bri Microsoft to deplov Al-powered Beijing calls Rubio’s Tiananmen

adopt euro in 2026 despite protest

The EU gave the green light for Buigaria to adopt the euro on
Januany 1. 2025, putting the Balkan country on course to become
the 215t member of the singhe cumrency area. The push has sparked
Protests and backlash from many Bulgarans, a5 they fear painfd
economic consequences. Are

following Ukraine attack: Russia

intel

thering for Euro;

> T ons

SR

Square remarks an attack on China

~
U.S. tech giant Microsoft ssid it would step up its coo

==uTERS

perstion with

t cyt-« threats, Including by

- =3
Beijing hit back at U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio for saying
that the workd will “never forget” the deadly Tiananmen Sauare

2, bricge i working.” he said. Ukrsine
as targetad the 15 km bridge ropeatedty since the Russion war. A7

e s
Security Programme “puts Al at the centre of our work as 2 hmotes
reeds”

protect

in 1585, d ris 3= an “attack” on China.
Chinese Lin Jian said
“lodped 3 Solermn Protest” wer the U.S. pobiciars comments. Ar=

‘Extremely hard’ to make a deal with
Xi, says Trump as steel tariffs double

U.S. President to hold talks with his Chinese counter;

this week: Beijing says its stance on developing Sino-US. relations is

consistent: ministers from OECD countries meet in Paris to discuss the outlook for world economy in light of US. tariffs

WASHINGTON

onald Trump said
Wednesday

even though thy
dent doubled global metal
cariffs.

. Trump'
moves came as Ministers

of a ULS. hardball approach
(OECD) that has ramled world
countries gathered in Paris  markets.
the outlook for atr.

Trump's sweeping
the world economy in light adver-

tariffs on allies and

Extrasse sansiras: China was the main tanget of Donald Trumg's
April tariT blitz, with levies to the tune of 145% on its goods. REUTERS.

gested the President will
Speak to Mr. Xi this week.
H arly on Wed-
nesday. Mr. Trump ap-
peared to dampen hopes
for 2 quick deal. ~I like Pre-

relgn Pdmls(ry spokesman
saries have strained ties said: ~The Chinese
Wi trading partmers and  sidan peinciples | and
sparked a stance on developing Sino-
tions to avoid the duties. U.S. lations
The White House has sug- cowunslem"

gering Htfortar anfs of
125% on U.S. imports.

Temporary relief
Both sides agreed to tem-
in

Putin said he will retaliate
against Kyiv’s strikes: Trump

WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald

Ukraine's weekend drone
anack G Pt airfields,
the de

the
war drags on and Ul

—_—

Rus-

porarily d
. after Mr. Trump de-
layed most sweeping mea-
sures on other countries
until 3
His latest remarks came
hours after he increased
his_tariffs on aluminium
and steel from 25% to 50%,
raising temperatures with
various partners while ex-
empting Britain from the
higher levy.

sia’s ceasefire proposal.
The US. Plexidenl said
in a social me that
his lengthy ol e i
P\.Iﬂn “was conver-
ion, but Not a conversa-
Sl that will lead to I
diate Peace.™
Irs ehe first tme Mz
Trump has weighed in on
Ulraihe's daring amack in-
side Russia. The U.S.

y Ukraine a massive drone sttack against
Russian military sirbases on Sunday. SEUTERS.

not n.-me advance notice of  weeks over his prolonging

the operation. accordingto  of the war.

the White House. Duri Ing the call, Mr.
ir. Trump did not say  Trumy rst known talk

how he reacted to Mr. Pu- ‘with hll l’unn since May

tn’s promise to respond to 19, they ai

expr
sian counterpart in recent speak with ne. 2

Aid group pauses
food delivery after

‘Fuming nature’

strikes kill Gazans

DEIR AL-BALAH

The Israeli-and U.S.-backed
Gaza Humanitarian Foun
datlon paused food deliv-
ery at its three distribution
sites in Gaza after health of-
ficials said dozens of Pales-
tinians were killed In 2 se-
ries of

meanwhile, killed 26 peo-
ple overnight and into
Wednesday, 3
Bett:

The GHF said it was in dis-
cussions with the Israell

At least 80 people have
been killed since the sites
opened last week, accord-

ing
cluding dozens in similar

nians walk to the sites early
gach morning, desperste
for food and 0 beat
the crowds, and pass near
israeli forces in pre-
dawn darkness.

A boy plays footbal nest to a smouldering pile of rubbish, ahead of the World

US. nuclear deal is
against Iran national

interests: Khamenei

TEHRAN

's supreme lmdﬂ Aya-
tollah Al Khamenel sart
on Wednesday a s pro-

tonal interest, amid sharp
differences over whether

Tehran can inue to en-
rich uranium. The long-
time foes eid five

term in 2018.
on

“The propasal present-
ed by the Americans is

soyazollah Ali Kharmenes:

100% against™ notions of

independence and selfre-

liance, mmu\es = m a
televise: ech,

ieats of the 1979 e

revolution. “Indepen-

major point of contention.

Corbyn presents Bill in UK. parliament,
questioning govt’s support for Israel

LONDON

Leader Jeremy Corbyn in-
troduced a Bill In the U.K
mmons on

is on
the U.K. government of
Keir Starmer to take a
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Bangladesh drops the title of ‘Father of
the Nation’ for Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The interim government of
Bangladesh in a notifica-
tion changed a 2022 Act
and removed the mention
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
as the ‘Father of the Na-
tion’. The development
came soon after the admi-
nistration led by Mo-
hammed Yunus brought in
a new set of currency notes
that removed the image of
Sheikh Mujibur.

The new notification
brought on June 3 does not
refer to Mujibur as the
‘Father of the Nation’ while
referring to the war of 1971
and the role of freedom
fighters. In contrast, the
2022 Act had referred to

The development comes soon after the the introduction of a new
set of currency notes without the image of Sheikh Mujibur. A

him as ‘Jatir Pita, (Father
of the Nation) at multiple
points while describing the
heritage of the war of 1971.
Earlier this week, the Yu-
nus government intro-
duced a series of currency

notes that depicted the
pluralistic heritage of Ban-
gladesh but removed the
well known image of Muji-
bur that are seen in the ex-
isting currency notes of
Bangladesh. The interim

government has defended
the removal of Mujibur
from the ‘Liberation War
Act’and said, he continues
to be a ‘freedom fighter’.

In a statement to the
media, the government
said, “President of the 1971
government of Bangla-
desh-in-exile Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman and other
leaders like Tajuddin
Ahmed, Mansur Ali, and
AHM Quamruzzaman con-
tinue to be freedom fight-
ers”.

The new definition of
freedom fighters, as per
the notification, will in-
clude people who helped
the cause of independence
by advocacy and cam-
paigning while being out-
side or inside the country.
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Aspect

Action Taken

Led by

New Currency Notes

Earlier Status

Current Designation

Govt’'s Rationale

Details

Bangladesh's interim govt removed mention of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as
“Father of the Nation” (Jatir Pita) from the 2022 Liberation War Act.

Interim government under Mohammad Yunus

Issued without Mujibur Rahman's image

2022 Act had recognized Mujib as Father of Nation in the 1971 Liberation War

narrative

Mujibur still called a "freedom fighter", alongside other 1971 leaders

Emphasizes pluralistic heritage and broader representation of all freedom

fighters



Topic

Mujibur Rahman'’s Role

Controversy

Opposition’s View

2024 Interim Govt Role

Explanation O

Founding leader of Bangladesh, led the country’s liberation

movement, assassinated in 1975
Title removal seen as political move to dilute Awami League legacy
Move may polarize Bangladeshi politics ahead of elections

Appointed to oversee polls post-Awami League's term



Area

India-Bangladesh Ties

Geopolitics

Cultural Diplomacy

Diaspora Dynamics

Relevance \)

Mujibur was a key ally of India during the 1971 Liberation War
India's neighborhood-first policy may be affected by rising instability

India had awarded Sheikh Mujibur Rahman posthumously with Gandhi

Peace Prize

Any turmoil in Bangladesh could affect cross-border migration



“The struggle this esiss'e théindependence (1871)
etmancicipation!!”

Led Awami League to victory in 1970 elections

Delivered historic 7th March 1971 speech

Proclaimed independence on 26 March 1971

Founding Father
of Bangladesch

Reconstruction after the Liberation War
Focused on Land reforms

Education and healthcare
Establishment of national inductries

Promoted Bengall language and culture

Nation-Building
Reforms
Reconstruction after the Liberation War
Focused on land reforms
Education and healthcare
Establishment of national industries

Promoted Bengall language and culture

Mujibur
Rahman'’s

Legacy

International
Impact

First Prime Minister (1972-75) and President of Bangiadesh
Drafted the 1972 Constitution

Emphasized secularism, socialism, nationalism, and
democracy

Attempted one-party rule via BAKSAL in 1975

Political

Leadership

First Prime Ministerr (1972-75) and President of Bangladesh
Drafted the 1972 Constitution

Emphasized secularism, socialism, nationalism, and
democracy

Martyrdom
& Assassination

* 15 August 1975. Killed along with most of his family
in military coup

* Led to political instability and military rule

» National Mourning Day (15 August) commenotes his death

« Icon of anti-colonial struggle

and democracy in

South Asia

« His daughter Shelkh Hasina
became Prime Minister,
continuing his legacy

« Strengthened ties with

India, Soviet Union
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e Raise awareness on environmental issues

Campaign Theme \

Focus on land restoration,
desertification, and drought resilience * Promote sustainable practices

* Encourage global participation and comnitment

Awareness and Action

e Raise awareness on environmental issues

Encourage global participation and comnitment

Host Country WORLD

Armenia to host global celebrations ENVIRONMENT
DAY 2025

Promote sustainable practices

2025 Context

» UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration
(2021-2030)

Held annually on-June 5 * Increased urgency due to climate change
and biodiversity loss

Global Significance

j e Enhanced focus on restoring

degraded lands
2025 Context k

UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration

 Aligns with UN Sustainability Goals



¢ This year, World Environment Day will be observed on June 5, with a special focus on
ending plastic pollution

e Led by UNEP since 1973, it's the world’s largest platform for environmental action.

¢ India backs global efforts via Basel Convention, G20 Osaka Vision and High Ambition
Coalition.

e Plastic Waste Rules 2021 ban single-use items and regulate plastic carry bags.

e EPR Portal holds producers accountable; 103 lakh tonnes plastic waste processed till Dec.
2024.

e India Plastic Challengeand National Expo promote plastic alternatives.
e Plastic Parks and CSIR tech turn waste into fuel and recyclable products.
e Swachh Bharat Mission boosts rural and urban plastic waste management.

e Kamalpur and Trichy show success with compostable bags and cloth bag drives.

e India drives a plastic-free future through policy, innovation and public action.




Plastic Pollution

— Key Facts —

i’ Microplastics are " Costs the world
i now found in soll, $300-600 billion
\ . Wwater & food : every year
e 11 Million Tonnes of
plastic leak into oceans &
riversevery year

7,000 million tonnes
enter aquatic of plastic waste
ecosystems annually generated since 1950




1. Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions (2019): In May 2019, India actively
participated in the joint meetings of these three major conventions in Geneva, Switzerland.India
actively supports global efforts to regulate hazardous waste and chemical use. It opposed e-waste
dumping in developing countries and advocated for stricter global rules. India played a key role
in bringing plastic waste under the Basel Convention's Prior Informed Consent (PIC) procedure
and backed the phase-out of single-use plastics, promoting global partnerships against illegal
plastic dumping.

2. G20 Osaka Blue Ocean Vision (2019): On 2 July 2019, the Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII) and UNEP welcomed the G20 Osaka Blue Ocean Vision.As part of the G20 Leaders’
Declaration on 29 June 2019, India and other member countries agreed to take strong action
against plastic pollution. They committed to reducing marine plastic litter and microplastics and
set a goal to stop adding any new plastic waste to the oceans by 2050.

3. High Ambition Coalition for Nature and People (2021): India joined the High Ambition
Coalition (HAC) for Nature and People in January 2021 during the One Planet Summit held in
Paris. This global initiative aims to protect at least 30% of the world’s land and oceans by 2030. It
also focuses on strengthening biodiversity by reducing plastic pollution and keeping ecosystems
healthy.



Managing Plastic Responsibly 2.5
EPR Portal Achievements

Presently 50131 of Producers, Importers and Brand Owners
have been registered on EPR Portal

Till now, 2840 Plastic Waste Processors registered on EPR Portal
u

2.32 Million Tons of plastic packaging covered under
EPR (2022-23).

103 Lakh Tonnes of plastic waste processed via EPR
Portal till Dec 2024.
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Discovery of Ancient
Astrolabe at Raigad Fort






Recent archaeological excavations at Raigad Fort have revealed an
ancient astrolabe, known as ‘yantraraj’.

This discovery was made by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASl) in

collaboration with the Raigad Development Authority.

The excavations spanned several years and covered multiple sites
within the fort, revealing structures dating back to the era of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.




About Raigad Fort

Situated in North Konkan, Maharashtra, on the Sahyadri hills. It is surrounded by deep
valleys on three sides.

Known for its steep and strategic position — only accessible by a steep path in the front.
Originally built by Chandraraoji More, a local feudal lord of Jawali.

Captured by Shivaji in 1656 CE, renamed from Rairi to Raigad (meaning royal fort).



Became the capital of the Maratha Empire under Shivaiji.

= Later controlled by:

e Fateh Khan (Ahmadnagar Sultanate) in 1707 CE,

e Marathas again until 1813 CE,

e British took over in 1818 CE after cannon bombardment.
e Called it the “Gibraltar of the East” for its strength and location.




Description of the Astrolabe The astrolabe is rectangular and made of
copper-bronze.

Its upper surface features inscriptions in Sanskrit and Devanagari script.
Notably, it bears engravings of two animals resembling a tortoise or snake.

The inscriptions “mukh” and “poonchh” denote the head and tail positions.

This suggests it was used for determining north-south orientations.




Historical Context

The astrolabe dates back to Shaka 1519, equivalent to 1597 in the
Gregorian calendar.

It was likely in use during the fort’s renovations in 1656 and the
coronation of Shivaji Maharaj in 1674.

This instrument was essential for seafarers and astrologers to navigate
and make astronomical observations.
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India faces a growing cancer epidemic, with air pollution emerging as factor.
Recent studies show an alarming increase in lung cancer cases, especially

among non-smokers.

The Indian Council of Medical Research predicts that cancer cases will rise
from 1.46 million in 2022 to 1.57 million in 2025.

This trend raises concerns about the health impacts of air quality in the
country.




e Cancer Burden in India

e Cancer is the second leading cause of death from non-communicable
diseases in India.

* One in nine Indians is expected to be diagnosed with cancer in their
lifetime.

* Lung cancer ranks among the most prevalent cancers in both men
and women. Recent data indicates a shift in demographics, with a
growing number of lung cancer patients being non-smokers.



Shift in Lung Cancer Patterns

Traditionally, lung cancer was linked to smoking.

However, doctors report up to 30% of current lung cancer cases in India occur in non-
smokers. Studies from Chennai show that non-smoking cases increased from 40% to
over 55% in recent years.

The histological types of lung cancer also differ. Non-smokers often present with
adenocarcinoma, while smokers typically have squamous cell carcinoma.

2



Challenges in Diagnosis and Treatment
Lung cancer diagnosis in India often occurs at advanced stages due to nonspecific symptoms.
Many healthcare professionals initially suspect tuberculosis, delaying cancer identification.

Consequently, most patients present with late-stage disease, severely impacting survival rates.

Although diagnostic facilities have improved, access remains limited, particularly in rural areas.




© Top 10 Countries by Total Cancer Cases (2022)

Rank

10

Country

China

United States

India

Japan

Russia

Germany

Brazil

France

United Kingdom

Italy

Estimated New Cases

4,820,000

2,370,000

1,460,000

1,030,000

630,000

610,000

590,000

470,000

460,000

450,000



Q Top 10 Countries by Total Cancer Deaths (2022)

Rank

10

Country

China

India

United States

Russia

Indonesia

Brazil

Japan

Pakistan

Germany

Bangladesh

Estimated Deaths

3,210,000

1,070,000

640,000

330,000

230,000

220,000

210,000

170,000

160,000

150,000



il Top Countries by Age-Standardized Cancer Incidence Rate (per 100,000
people)

Rank Country Incidence Rate
1 Australia 468.0
2 New Zealand 438.1
3 Ireland 373.7
4 Hungary 368.1
5 United States 852.2
6 Belgium 345.8
7 France 3441
8 Denmark 340.4
9 Norway 337.8

10 Netherlands 3341






Turkey’s Bayraktar TB2 drones have been prominent in
global conflicts, showcasing Turkey’s military capabilities.

However, recent events in May 2025 during Operation
Sindoor have severely undermined their reputation.

Indian forces successfully intercepted every Turkish-origin
drone deployed by Pakistan.

This incident raises concerns about the effectiveness of
Turkish drones and the future of Turkey’s defence exports.




The Bayraktar TB2 drones were once celebrated for their
performance in conflicts such as those in Ukraine and
Libya.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan promoted

these drones as symbols of national pride and military
prowess.

However, the recent failure against India’s Akashteer
air defence systems has cast doubt on their battlefield
effectiveness.




During Operation Sindoor, Indian forces shot down approximately 300-400
Turkish drones, including Byker YIHA Ill kamikaze drones.

The Akashteer system demonstrated a 100% interception rate.

This operation brought into light the inadequacies of Turkish drones in
modern combat scenarios, especially against advanced air defence systems.




India’s Akashteer Air Defence System

The Akashteer system, developed by Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited, played
important role in neutralising the Turkish drones.

It integrates with Indian military radars and automates threat detection and
response.

Analysts have compared its effectiveness to Israel’s [ron Dome, denoting its
versatility against various aerial threats.




India’s First
Indigenous
Polar Research
Vessel




Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Limited (GRSE), a Government
of India undertaking, has signhed an MoU with Norway’s Kongsberg firm to
develop India’s first indigenously built Polar Research Vessel (PRV).

A PRV is a ship that supports research in the polar regions (around the
North and South Poles) and ocean areas, tailored to the needs of
the National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research.

PRV will support India’s polar and ocean research missions, strengthening
its existing three research stations: Bharati and Maitri in Antarctica,
and Himadri in the Arctic.




Miniratna
Status to 3
DPSUs




The Ministry of Defence has
approved the conferment
of “Miniratna (Category-l)” status to
three key Defence Public Sector
Undertakings (DPSUs): Munitions
India Limited (MIL), Armoured
Vehicles Nigam Limited (AVNL), and
India Optel Limited (IOL). y

Transformation of DPSUs: MIL,
AVNL, and IOL are three of the seven
PSUs carved out of the
erstwhile Ordnance Factory Board
(OFB) in 2021 as part of the
Government of India's defence
sector reforms.




* MIL products include ammunition (small to high calibre), mortars, rockets,
grenades, and in-house explosives.

e AVNL products include MBT Arjun, T-90 tanks, BMP-Il Sarath (amphibious
Infantry Combat Vehicle), and Defence mobility solutions (Stallion, LPTA etc.)

* |OL specializes in Opto-electronic systems and vision equipment for tanks,
artillery and naval weapons.



Miniratna Category-I Status:

The CPSEs which have made profit in the last
three years continuously, pre-tax profit is Rs.30
crores or more in at least one of the three years
and have a positive net worth are eligible to be
considered for grant of Miniratna-I status.

Miniratha companies get more autonomy to
invest, raise capital, and make quick
decisions. This boosts efficiency,
competitiveness, and global reach.



Classification of CPSEs

Category

Launch

Criteria

Examples

Maharatna

O Maharatna Scheme was

introduced for CPSEs in
May, 2010, in order to
empower mega CPSEs to
expand their operations
and emerge as global
giants.

O Having Navratna status.
O Listed on Indian stock exchange with minimum prescribed

public shareholding under Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) regulations.

An average annual turnover of more than Rs. 25,000
crore during the last 3 years.

An average annual net worth of more than Rs. 15,000
crore during the last 3 years.

An average annual net profit after tax of more than Rs.
5,000 crore during the last 3 years.

Should have significant global presence/international
operations.

O Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited, Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
Limited, Coal India
Limited, GAIL (India)
Limited, etc.

Navratna

Navratna Scheme was
introduced in 1997 in order
to identify CPSEs that enjoy
comparative advantages in
their respective sectors and
to support them in their
drive to become global
players.

The Miniratna Category — I and Schedule ‘A’ CPSEs,
which have obtained ‘excellent’ or ‘very good’ rating
under the Memorandum of Understanding system in three
of the last five years, and have composite score of 60 or
above in the six selected performance parameters, namely,

o Net profit to net worth.

o Manpower cost to total cost of production/services.

o Profit before depreciation, interest and taxes to capital
employed.

o Profit before interest and taxes to turnover.
Earning per share.

o Inter-sectoral performance.

O Bharat Electronics
Limited, Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited,
€lc.
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Miniratna

O Miniratna scheme was
introduced in 1997 in
pursuance of the policy
objective to make the
public sector more efficient
and competitive and to
grant enhanced autonomy
and delegation of powers
to the profit-making public
sector enterprises.

Miniratna Category-I: The CPSEs which have made
profit in the last three years continuously, pre-tax profit
is Rs.30 crores or more in at least one of the three years
and have a positive net worth are eligible to be considered
for grant of Miniratna-I status.

Miniratna Category-II: The CPSEs which have made
profit for the last three years continuously and have a
positive net worth are eligible to be considered for grant
of Miniratna-II status.

Miniratna CPSEs should have not defaulted in the
repayment of loans/interest payment on any loans due
to the Government.

Miniratna CPSEs shall not depend upon budgetary
support or Government guarantees.

O Category-I: Airports
Authority of India,
Antrix Corporation
Limited, etc.

O Category-II: Artificial
Limbs Manufacturing
Corporation of India,
Bharat Pumps &
Compressors Limited,
cte,




G7 Summit 2025



The 51st annual G7 Summit is scheduled

from June 15 to 17, 2025, in Kananaskis,
Alberta, Canada.

As the event marks the G7’s golden
jubilee, Canada will lead discussions on
pressing issues including climate
change, digital innovation, and global
security. However, in a diplomatic shift,




The G7 (Group of Seven) consists of,
Canada

France

Germany

Italy

Japan

United Kingdom

United States



Core G7 Members and Their Leaders

Canada (Host): Prime Minister Mark Carney
France: President Emmanuel Macron
Germany: Chancellor Friedrich Merz

Italy: Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni

Japan: Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba

United Kingdom: Prime Minister Keir Starmer

United States: President Donald Trump



European Union

Council President Antdnio Costa

Commission President Ursula von der Leyen

Invited Guest Nations and Leaders

Australia: PM Anthony Albanese

Brazil: President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva

Mexico: President Claudia Sheinbaum (attendance unconfirmed)
South Africa: President Cyril Ramaphosa

Ukraine: President Volodymyr Zelenskyy

India: Not invited this year due to strained bilateral relations with Canada. PM Narendra Modi will
miss the summit for the first time in six years.



Uttar Pradesh Approves 20% Police
Reservation for Ex-Agniveers



The UP Cabinet, chaired by CM Yogi Adityanath, passed
the proposal on June 3, 2025. 20% reservation will be
given to former Agniveers in police-related recruitments.

This reservation is horizontal — applied within all
existing categories like General, SC, ST, and OBC. Former
Agniveers will also get a 3-year age relaxation.

The first batch of Agniveers completes service in 2026,
aligning with the start of this policy’s implementation.




World Milk Day 2025:



* World Milk Day highlights milk’s diverse contributions to:

* Nutrition and Health: A rich source of calcium, vitamin D, B12,
and protein

* Rural Economy: A primary source of income for millions of farmers
 Sustainability: Promoting responsible dairy farming practices

* Women Empowerment: Significant female participation in dairy
cooperatives

* Theme for 2025: “Let’s Celebrate the Power of Dairy”



The White Revolution

At Independence, India faced severe milk shortages. By 1950-51, milk availability stood
at just 124 grams per capita daily. This began to change with the launch of the National
Dairy Development Board (NDDB) in 1965, and the leadership of Dr. Verghese Kurien,
Father of the White Revolution.

Through Operation Flood (1970-1996):
Over 73,000 dairy cooperatives were formed
Milk was supplied daily to 700+ towns

India achieved self-sufficiency and became an exporter



India’s Current Milk Milestones

Global Leader in Milk Production

India is the world’s largest milk
producer since 1998

Contributes 25% to global milk production

Per capita availability in India: 471
grams/day (2023-24) vs. world average of
322 grams




 Production Growth

* Milk production rose by 63.56% from 146.3 million tonnes (2014-
15) to 239.2 million tonnes (2023-24)

 Annual Growth Rate: Impressive 5.7%

* Top States

e Uttar Pradesh: Highest milk producer (16.21% of national output)
* West Bengal: Fastest-growing, with 9.76% annual growth



Nutrient

Color

Taste

Fat

Protein

Calories

Cholesterol

Calcium

Water Content

Carbohydrates (Lactose)

Vitamin A

Shelf Life (raw)

Digestibility

Buffalo Milk

White

Creamy, thick

6.5-8% (higher)

4.0-4.5% (higher)

~100 kcal

Lower

Higher

Lower (~82%)

Slightly less (~4.5%)

Lower (less carotene)

Longer (due to high fat)

Harder to digest (high fat/protein)

Cow Milk

Slightly yellowish

Light, mildly sweet

3.5-4% (lower)

3.0-3.5%

~65-70 kcal

Higher

Slightly lower

Higher (~87-88%)

Slightly more (~4.8%)

Higher (more carotene - yellow tint)

Shorter

Easier to digest



ﬂm nuss' Milk does.

What's in a glass of milk?

* 135 million Pus Cells

* Bovine Growth Hormones

* Antibiotics

* Feces

* 51 milligrams of Cholesterol
« 300 Calories

* 16 grams of Fat
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Acidic Protein which leeches



« Very high proteins
= High calcium
« Hormones




WHERE DO YOU GET YOI
CALCIUM?

« Where did we get our calcium before dairy came a

« How much do we really need?

« Is milk a good source of calcium?




Osteoporosis

Countries with

Countries with

£ % the highest the highest
S8 consumption of rate of
E, milk: 0Steoporosis:
IR

United States United States
England England
Sweden Sweden Fr:

Finland Finland =

- Normal bone

I

L A

A

Osteoporosis -

20



Milk ~ Bad to the Bone!

Cow'’s milk is being singled out as the
biggest dietary cause of osteoporosis
because, more than any other food, it
depletes the finite reserve of bone-making
cells in the body. Additionally, 27 studies
show no relationship between dairy and
enhanced bone health.



HOW MUCH CALCIUM? &

« Human milk calcium levels are much lower. Cow’s milk
contains 431% of the calcium than human milk.

« BMJ, 2001 paper - excess calcium is associated with an
increase in incidence of hip fracture.

« International rates of hip fractures are high where milk and
calcium consumption is high.

« Neither milk nor high calcium diet reduces risk of hip fracture
and that adequate vitamin D is associated with a lower risk of
hip fracture.






MILK CONSUMPTION
BEEN LINKED TO:

« Ovarian cancer
« Prostate cancer
« Diabetes
« Lymphoma
« Osteoporosis
« Acne
« Crohn’s disease
« Leukemia

« Lung cancer



Lavender Festival 2025



The 3rd Lavender Festival concluded on June 2, 2025, in Bhaderwah, Jammu
and Kashmir, celebrating the region’s growing role in India’s Purple Revolution.

Organized by CSIR-IIIM under the Aroma Mission, the two-day event
highlighted the economic and social transformation lavender cultivation is
bringing to remote Himalayan communities, drawing participation from over
1,200 stakeholders including farmers, scientists, investors, and policymakers.



Word of the day

Proscribe:

command against

Synonyms: disallow, forbid, interdict, nix,
prohibit, veto

Usage: such bullets are proscribed in most
military camps.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/proscribepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pisuskiarby
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