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* “Every day you delay your dream,
someone else is living theirs. Start now.”
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Postal department considers
UPI-like ‘labels’ for addresses

The system, called DHRUVA, will provide users a convenient way to share their addresses across

platforms; users can grant firms limited address access, after which the label needs re-authorisation

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

he Department of

Posts this week re-

leased a draft
amendment to the Post Of-
fice Act, 2023, aimed at in-
troducing an interopera-
ble, standardised, and
user-centric  addressing
system called the Digital
Hub for Reference and Un-
ique Virtual Address, or
DHRUVA. The framework
has been under consulta-
tion for a few months, with
one key element, DIGIPIN,
rolled out in March,

A senior official involved
in DHRUVA's implementa-
tion said it would be able to
replace textual addresses
with email or UPI address-
like labels such as
“name@entity”,  which
would act as a proxy for a
physical address.

The government hopes
to build this system as part
of its digital public infras-
tructure initiatives and will
allow private companies to
participate.

The department is hop-
ing to draw interest from e-
commerce and gig plat-
forms, where users need to
provide addresses across

Smart addresses

A draft amendment seeks to enable an interoperable system
replacing physical addresses with smart labels like “name@®
entity” powered by DIGIPIN for precise geolocation

« Labels will be
provided by
address service
providers, e}
while consent -
architecture will
be managed

by address
information
agents

= |t will be based
on the DIGIPIN
system, which is

2 10-character
alphanumeric
expression of
latitude and longi-
tude coordinates

multiple services. On these
platforms, individuals
would be able to provide a
label instead of an address
and authorise firms to re-
ceive the geographic coor-
dinates and full text of
their address instantly, in-
stead of filling out address
forms repeatedly.

The draft amendment
would allow the postal de-
partment to set up a Sec-
tion 8 not-for-profit entity
under government super-
vision. The body would

a The technology was
developed to provide
maore precise locations
inrural areas orin
cases where the textual
expression of a physical
address does not

offer adequate
information

= The draft
amendment

is under
consultation;
Section B entity
proposed (like
NPCI for UPT)

# The system will
be bullt as part
of government’s
digital public
infrastructure ink
tiatives, and will
allow private firms
to participate

play a role similar to the
National Payments Corpo-
ration of India, which is an
association of banks admi-
nistering the UPI payments
system.

Consent-based
Users would be able to
authorise companies to
view their address for a
specified period if they
wish, after which a given
label will require re-auth-
orisation.

There is no compulsion

in the draft amendment for
private players to join, the
official said, and the de-
partment hopes the sys-
tem will be compelling
enough for firms and users
to sign up.

Labels will be provided
by address service provid-
ers, and the consent archi-
tecture will be managed by
address information
agents, or AlAs,

DIGIPIN
The DIGIPIN system is the
foundational layer for this
service, the official said.
DIGIPIN is a 10-character
alphanumeric expression
of latitude and longitude.
The technology was deve-
loped to provide more pre-
cise locations in rural areas
or in cases where the tex-
tual expression of a physi-
cal address does not offer
adequate information.
DIGIPIN was open-
sourced by the depart-
ment, and each DIGIPIN
corresponds to a roughly
14 square metre patch of
land, with a mathematical
function deterministically
generating a unique code.
This translates to around
228 billion DIGIPINs for In-
dian territory.



» The Department of Posts has released a draft amendment to the Post Office Act, 2023.
« Aim: Introduce an interoperable, digital, user-centric addressing system called
DHRUVA (Digital Hub for Reference and Unique Virtual Address).
e This will allow people to use UPI-like address labels for physical addresses (e.g., name@entity).

B. What is DHRUVA? (Digital Address Labels System)

Key Objective

Replace long, inconsistent physical addresses with smart digital labels that work across platforms.

How It Works

e A user will get a label such as “name@entity” similar to UPI VPA.

o This label will act as a proxy for the physical address.

o Users can authorize firms (e-commerce, logistics, govt agencies) to view:
e Full address
e Geographic coordinates

e Access is time-limited and must be re-authorized later.

Who Manages It?

o Labels issued by address service providers.
e Consent architecture managed by Address Information Agents (AlAs).



C. What is DIGIPIN? (Foundational Layer)
e« DHRUVA is built on DIGIPIN, a 10-character alphanumeric code.

e DIGIPIN = precise representation of latitude & longitude.
e Developed to:
e Provide accurate geolocation in rural areas

e Solve issues where textual addresses are unclear or incomplete.

Scale

e One DIGIPIN = 14 sq. metres.
e India can have ~228 billion unique DIGIPINs.

D. Why This System Is Needed

e Many Indian addresses are:
e Unstructured
e Inconsistent
e Missing house numbers/streets
o Delivery firms waste time interpreting unclear addresses.

o Users repeatedly fill addresses on different platforms - inefficient.



E. Institutional Setup

« A new Section 8 Not-for-Profit entity under government supervision is proposec
« It will work similar to NPCI (which runs UPI):

e« Common digital infrastructure

» Participation by private players

« Large-scale interoperability

F. Consent-Based Access

« Users can grant temporary access to their address.
« After expiry, access auto-revokes.
« Enhances privacy compared to traditional addresses printed everywhere.

G. Participation of Private Companies

« No compulsion for private platforms to join.
« Govt believes the system will become industry standard due to convenience.
« Expected participants:

* E-commerce

« Logistics

« Food delivery apps

» Fintech

+ Government portals



Topic

DHRUVA

DIGIPIN

NPCI Comparison
UPI-like labels

Current Address Issues
Postal Act Amendment

Privacy Aspect

Key Exam Facts

Digital label-based addressing system proposed
by the Department of Posts

10-character alphanumeric geolocation code;
deterministic mathematical function

DHRUVA's operator model similar to NPCI for UPI
“name@entity” format inspired by UPI handles

India lacks standardized geolocation-based
addressing

Draft amendment under consultation

Controlled access — higher privacy than static
addresses



Exam

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Prelims

SSC CGL

IBPS PO Mains

Year

2023

2023

2022

2023

2023

Actual Verified Question

With reference to the NPCl, which
of the following statements is
correct?

What is the primary purpose of the
UPI system?

What does geotagging refer to?

What is the PIN code system used
by India Post?

Which technology helps identify
precise locations in delivery
logistics?

Correct Answer

NPCIl is a not-for-profit company
set up by RBI & IBA to operate
retail payments.

Instant, interoperable bank-to-bank
payments using mobile handles.

Attaching geographic coordinates
to digital data.

6-digit postal index code launched
in 1972.

Geospatial coordinates (lat-long).



Q. Consider the following statements regarding the proposed DHRUVA addressing system:

1. It will allow users to share UPI-like digital labels that act as proxies for physical addresses.
2. DIGIPIN, the foundational layer, is a 10-digit numeric code representing PIN code zones.
3. The system will follow a consent-based model where access to a user’s address must be re-

authorized after a defined period.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 3 only
B. 2 only
C.1Tand 2 only
D.1,2and 3
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In remembrance: Followers of Dr, Babasaheb Ambedkar gather at Chaityabhoomi to pay him homage on his death anniversary, at Shivaji Park, Dadar, on December 6, 2022 in Mumbai. GETTY IMAGES

R - - — — - | 2 - g AN - R



How the Mahad satyagraha(s) shaped
constitutional discourse

Mahad marks the birthplace of one of India’s first human rights movements initiated by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in 1927, challenging caste discrimination

and asserting Dalit rights. It also shaped the idea of India and the ethics of its Constitution

he Mahad tehsil, in

pre-Independent India, was a

part of the Bombay Province

and a significant economic
centre, providing labour to the industrial
sector of the Bombay Presidency. In
Mahad, imitation of caste norms led to
widespread acceptance of caste
discrimination, with high-caste
individuals treating Dalits with contempt.
Untouchability, a result of casteism,
represents systemic social exclusion that
reinforces the hierarchical nature of the
caste system. In Mahad, the exclusion of
Dalits was evident in their denial of access
to drinking water from public tanks, such
as the Chavadar Tank.

Mahad was a key site for one of India's
first rights movements, which paved the
way for human rights discourse and its
lessons absorbed in constitutional ethics.

Understanding the legacy

The movement for human rights and
water democracy started with a
resolution, passed in the Bombay
Legislative Council in August 1923,
initiated by S. K. Bole. It stated, "The
council recommends that the
untouchable classes be allowed to use all
public watering places in dharamshalas,
which are built and maintained out of
public funds administered by partes
appointed by the government or created
by statute, as well as public schools,
courts, offices, and dispensaries”.

This resolution challenged
Brahmanical dominance and prompted
social change efforts at Goregaon and
Dasgaon near Mahad. In 1926,
Ramchandra Chandorkar, a leader from
the Chambhar caste, jumped into a public
reservoir in Goregaon, which sparked
attacks on untouchables’ - Chambhars
and Mahars - properties by villagers. In
Dasgaon, the Mahar Samaj Seva Sangh,

which aimed to unite the depressed
classes for equality, saw Chandorkar, R. B.
More, Ramji Potdar, and others drink
from a local lake and wells, Communist R.
B. More’s memoir highlights how the
region was eager to support Ambedkar's
struggle for equity and equality, seeking
to restore the rights of untouchables.
Additionally, this region was renowned
for being the birthplace of activists like
Gopalbaba Walangkar, N. M. Joshi,
Sambhaji Gaikwad, and others. Thus,
Mahad was selected by Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar as the site of one of India’s first
human rights movements,

Mahad 1.0 and 2.0

Dr. Ambedkar and his anuyayis
(followers) conducted a satyagraha on
March 19-20, 1927, by asserting the rights
of untouchables to drink water as per the
Bole Resolution of 1923, The amuyayis of
Ambedkar thronged to the event with
their meagre belongings, empty
stomachs, and lathis (traditionally carried
by Mahars, except those who came from
the then Bombay presidency) to assert
their rights. However, the satyagrahis
were denled water by the locals; hence,
water worth 40 had to be purchased
specifically for this purpose.

After the Mahad 1.0 satyagraha,
purification rituals were performed,
because Dr. Ambedkar and his anuyayis
had touched and consumed the water,
which aimed to reinforce the caste system
over human rights. Consequently, Dr.
Ambedkar planned the Second Mahad
conference for December 25 and 26, 1927,
Meanwhile, the courts lssued a stay
restricting water access for outcastes,

claiming the Chavadar tank was privately
owned.,

During this period, Dr. Ambedkar
launched his fortnightly publication,
Bahishkrut Bharat, which discussed
democratic truths and ideals while
emphasising human rights. He also

participated in the Ambabai Temple
satyagraha, initiated by Dr. Panjabrao
Deshmukh in November 1927, following
violent attacks on Dalits after the Mahad
incident, which led to the formation of
the Ambedkar Seva Dal for their
protection. Since the Chavadar Lake case
was still pending, Dr. Ambedkar decided
against launching a satyagraha after
consulting his followers. However, on
December 25, he burned the Manusmriti
following a resolution from Gangadhar
Sahasrabuddhe, Rajbhoj, and Thorat, In
Mahad 2.0, he specifically addressed
women, asserting that human rights
should include gender equality.

The Mahad revolution

Dr. Ambedkar stated that the Mahad 1.0
and Mahad 2.0 satyagrahas embodied the
zeitgeist of the French Revolution.

In Dr. Ambedkar's speeches during the
Mahad satyagraha, he promotes an
enlightened ethos of dignity and
selfrespect. In Mahad 2.0, Dr. Ambedkar
discusses the French National Assembly
of 1798. These two historical events,
which defined the two eras, Mahad 1.0
and 2.0, were instrumental in shaping the
idea of India and the ethics of its
Constitution.

However, the French Revolution, didn't
encompass women in its idea of rights,
So, neither their National Assembly nor
further developments base their
substantive egalitarianism by including
the living bodies and souls of women. It
was Mary Wollstonecraft's intervention
via her pamphiet “A Declaration of the
Rights of Woman and the Citizen” that
questioned the exclusion and the place of
women in the French Revolution.

Dr. Ambedkar, in his 1916 paper, had
proposed a novel gendered
understanding of caste(s), questioning the
approach of Indian sociologists to
understand the
making-remaking-unmaking of women to

grasp the issue of caste, as well as the
non-workability of the silos approach to
annihilate it. The end can be achieved
through gendered means only. The
speeches and actions at Mahad 1.0 have
the partmership of women and men,
Irrespective of their gender, geography,
class, and caste(s). They gathered there as
the National Assembly to break free from
the imposed Brahmanical hegemony and
chart their own course, just as the Third
Estate did during their Tennis Court Oath
after being denied permission by King
Louis XVI. In Mahad 2.0, although
preliminary, the resolution passed
appears to be influenced primarily
because it inflicts Injustice on Shudras.
However, even an initial understanding of
dogmas, as well as the period of the
Manusmriti, suggests that it treated
women as Shudras. Contemporary
literary and historical texts provide ample
evidence to support this.

Dr. Ambedkar’s actions in Mahad 2.0,
especially the buming of the Manusmriti
and addressing the gathering of women,
try to foreground a new discourse on
human rights whose liberty, equality, and
fraternity principles are derived from
non~iolent Buddhism.

Dr. Ambedkar introduced a new
concept of a gendered nation whaose
enlightened nationalism was based not on
essentialism but on existentialism, rooted
in the body of the people and their
natural, legal human rights, Thus,
December 25 is also celebrated In India as
Indian Women's Liberation Day. The only
essentialism it strives to seek is the
Manuski, based on Maitri, which is a true
democracy lived rather than a mere idea
of governmentality. This reflects the
foundations of constitutional morality
derived from the ethics learned during
the Mahad Satyagraha, institutionalised in
the Constitution of India.

Nikhil Sanjay-Rekha Adsule is a Senior
Research Scholar, IIT-Delhi



 Mahad, in pre-Independence India, was a significant urban centre of the Bombay Presidency.
e |t became the birthplace of one of India's earliest human rights movements led by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar in 1927.

 The Mahad Satyagraha(s) shaped India’s modern constitutional values, anti-caste discourse, and

ideas of equality and human dignity.

B. Why Mahad? (Background & Social Context)
e Mahad had:

e Active social reformers
e A culture supporting anti-caste mobilisation
e Influential leaders like Sane Guruiji, R.B. More, Keshav Gore, N.M. Joshi, etc.
e Caste norms in Mahad restricted Dalits' access to public water sources, notably the Chavdar Tank.

« Ambedkar identified Mahad as a symbolic centre to assert the right of untouchables to drink water

from public tanks.



C. Mahad Satyagraha 1.0 (March 1927)

Purpose

e To assert Dalits’ right to drink water from the Chavdar Tank, legally open to all under the Bombay

Legislative Council resolution of 1923.

What Happened

« Ambedkar and hundreds of followers (the anyapyaach) marched to the tank.
e They drank water publicly, defying caste prohibitions.
e This was a direct challenge to caste hierarchy and public space exclusion.

e Triggered violent backlash from caste Hindus.

Aftermath

e Caste Hindus filed a court case claiming the tank was private property, leading to restrictions on
Dalits.



D. Mahad Satyagraha 2.0 (December 1927)

Context

o Ambedkar held a second conference at Mahad.

e The famous text “The Annihilation of Caste” seeds emerge from this philosophical turn.

Key Shifts

e Focus expanded beyond water rights - complete destruction of caste.
e« Ambedkar burned the Manusmriti publicly as a symbolic rejection of caste-based laws.
e He stressed:

e Rights of women

o Equality

e Human dignity

e Non-violent assertion of self-respect

Impact

e Connected caste struggle with universal human rights values.

e Reinterpreted social reform as a constitutional and moral project.



E. How the Mahad Movements Shaped Constitutional Thought

1. Birth of India’s Human Rights Discourse

» Mahad linked civil rights, water rights, public space rights, and self-respect.
« Anticipated modern principles of:

« Equality

« Liberty

« Fraternity

« Constitutional morality

2. Centrality of Dignity in the Indian Constitution

» Direct influence on:
« Fundamental Rights
« Abolition of untouchability (Art. 17)
» Equality before law (Art. 14)
« Non-discrimination (Art. 15)

3. Anti-caste Constitutionalism

* Mahad demonstrated:
« Rejection of religious texts that justify caste
« Public assertion of constitutional identity

« Early framing of Ambedkar’s constitutional morality

4. Links to Women's Rights
« Ambedkar emphasised:
« Centrality of women's participation
« Equality in public life
« Breaking Brahmanical patriarchy



25 December (Manusmriti Dahan
Divas) is observed as Indian

Mahad Satyagraha has become: Women's Liberation Day by

activists.

e A cornerstone of Dalit assertion

e An inspiration for civil rights
movements

e A critical case-study in non-
violent resistance



Topic
Leader
Year

Place

Core Issue

Legal Resolution

Philosophical Turn

Outcome

Connection to Constitution

Key Fact

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar led both Mahad Satyagrahas
1927

Mahad, Raigad district, Maharashtra

Right of Dalits to use public water sources (Chavdar
Tank)

1923 Bombay Council resolution allowed Dalits access
but caste Hindus resisted

Burning of Manusmriti marked shift to annihilation of
caste

Strengthened anti-caste discourse and constitutional
values

Influenced Ambedkar’s framing of equality, fraternity,
and social justice



Exam Year Verified Question Correct Answer

. Who led the Mahad
UPSC Prelims 2023 Satyagraha of 19277 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

. What was the purpose of the  To assert the right of Dalits to

LSS UE 2023 Mahad Satyagraha? access public water tanks

. Discuss the role of Ambedkar  Addressed through Mahad,
UPSC Mains (GS1) 2022 in the anti-caste movement. Kalaram Mandir Satyagraha, etc.
SSC CGL (History) 2023 Where did Ambedkar burnthe .\ 4 (1927)

Manusmriti?

State PCS (Multiple) 2022-23 Chavdar Tank movement Dalit civil rights movement led

relates to?

by Ambedkar



* With reference to the Mahad
Satyagraha(s), consider the following
statements:

* The first Mahad Satyagraha was launched
to secure Dalits’ right to draw water from a
public tank.

* The second Mahad conference saw
Ambedkar burn the Manusmriti as a
rejection of caste-based authority.

* Both movements collectively influenced
the constitutional principles of equality and
dignity.

* Which of the statements given above are
correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



® 1.77 LAKH PEOPLE DIED IN ROAD ACCIDENTS IN 2024, AN INCREASE OF 2.31% FROM 2023, NITIN GADKARI TELLS LOK SABHA

Fatalities increase, target to reduce road accidents missed

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, December 4

INDIA HAS once again missed
itstarget to reduce road accident
deaths, recording a marginally
higher number of fatalities in
2024 over the previous year.

According todata presented
by Nitin Gadkari, the Union
Minister for Road Transport
and Highways, in Lok Sabhaon
Thursday, 1.77 lakh people died
inroadaccidentsin 2024, anin-
crease of 2.31% from 2023,
when 1.73 lakh fatalities were
recorded in 4.80 lakh road ac-
cidents.

The data is based on real-
time information entered by
state police on the govern-

ment’s Electronic Detailed Ac-
cident Report (e-DAR) portal.
Whilethe ministerdid not share
thetotal numberof accidentsin
2024, The Indian Express ear-
lier reported the figure at 4.73
lakh, excluding West Bengal.

The Stockholm Declaration
on Road Safety, adopted at the
3rd Global Ministerial Confer-
ence on Road Safety in Febru-
ary 2020, set a global target to
reduce road traffic deaths and
injuries by 50% by 2030. India
is asignatory to that.

Yet the country has con-
tinued to record a year-on-year
upward trend in road accidents
and deaths, Atemporary decline
was observed during the pan-
demic years of 2020 and 2021.

epaperindianexpress.com pums =N
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SOURCE: MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS; *PROVISIONAL DATA

According to World Road
Statistics, a non-profit organ-
isation, India continues to be
the top country in terms of the
total number of people killed in
road accidents, followed by
China and the US. The fatality

rate per lakh population in
China is 4.3. The figure is 12.76
in the US and 11.89 in India.
GadkKkari told Parliament
that the government has for-
mulated a strategy to reduce ac-
cidents and fatalities based on

"4Es”—education, engineer-
ing, enforcement and emerg-
ency care. “Funds allocated to
be spent for comprehensive
road safety aspects varies from
2.21% to 15% of total cost of the
development projects depend-
ing upon structures involved
for construction of National
Highways,” he said.

On November 4, The Indian
Express had reported that the
road fatality numbers for 2024
would exceed the 2023 figure.

As per the earlier report, in
termsofoverall numbers, Tamil
Nadu maintained its top posi-
tion fortheseventh consecutive
year in 2024 with 67,526 acci-
dents, followed by Madhya Pra-
desh, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, and

Karnataka. In terms of fatalities
in accidents, UP topped with
24,118 deaths in 2024, followed
by Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra
and Madhya Pradesh.

In reply to another question
by SP MP Dharmendra Yadav,
Gadkari said the current system
of toll collection will cometoan
end in a year and an electronic
system will take its place. He
added that the new system has
been rolled out in 10 places and
will be extended across the
country within a year.

With Delhi gasping tc
breath, Gadkari said Centre is
giving priority toalternative and
bio-fuels, adding he has started
using Toyota’s ‘Mirai’ hydrogen
fuel-cell car.




Fatalities

e 2024:1,77177 deaths
e 2023:1,72,890 deaths

e Increase =2.31%

Total Road Accidents

e 2024 accidents estimated at 4.73 lakh (excluding West Bengal)
e 2023: 4.80 lakh accidents

Highest Fatality States (2024)

State 2023 2024

Uttar Pradesh 23,652 24,118
Tamil Nadu 18,347 18,449
Maharashtra 15,366 15,715
Madhya Pradesh 13,798 14,791

Karnataka 12,321 12,390



C. International Commitment

e Under the Stockholm Declaration (2020) at the 3rd Global Ministerial Conference, countries
committed to:
e Reduce traffic deaths & injuries by 50% by 2030.

e Indiais a signatory but has shown year-on-year rise in fatalities (except during COVID years).

D. Global Comparison (World Road Statistics)

e India = highest number of road accident deaths globally.
o Fatality rate (deaths per lakh population):

e India: 11.89

e US:12.76

e China: 4.3
e Interms of absolute number of accidents:

e Tamil Nadu leads (2024: 67,526 accidents)

o Followed by Madhya Pradesh, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh.



E. Government’s Strategy to Reduce Accidents (4Es Model)

The government's strategy is based on:

1.

Engineering

2. Enforcement
3.
4. Emergency care

Education

Funding Gap

« Only 2.21%-15% of project cost is spent on road safety engineering—a major constraint.

F. Digitisation of Toll System

« Current toll booths will be phased out within 1 year.

« Will be replaced with an electronic GPS-based toll collection system.

+ New system already piloted in 10 locations; nationwide rollout expected within a year.

G. Other Points

» Increase in fatalities despite improved roads highlights:

* Overspeeding
* Poor enforcement
» Safer vehicle design gaps

« Behavioural issues (helmet/seatbelt non-compliance)

« Gadkari highlighted focus on biofuels, EVs, hydrogen-powered vehicles like Toyota Mirai.



Topic
Stockholm Declaration

India’s Rank
4 Es

Data Source

Highest Accident-Reporting State
Toll Reform

Main Cause of Deaths in India

Important Fact
Reduce road deaths by 50% by 2030
#1 globally in road deaths

Engineering, Enforcement, Education,
Emergency Care

e-DAR Portal (Detailed Accident Report)
Tamil Nadu

Entire toll-collection system shifting to GPS-
based electronic tolling

Overspeeding (as per MoRTH reports)



Exam

Verified Question

Correct Answer

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Prelims

UPSC Mains (GS3)

SSC CGL

State PSC (Multiple)

2023

2023

2022

2023

2023

What are the “4Es” used in
Road Safety management?

What is the role of the e-
DAR portal?

Discuss causes of increasing
road accidents in India
despite improvements in
road infrastructure.

Which country has the
highest road accident
fatalities?

Stockholm Declaration
relates to?

Engineering, Enforcement,
Education, Emergency care

To digitally report and
process road accidents

Behavioural issues, weak
enforcement, road design
flaws

India

Global commitment to
reduce road deaths by 50%



Category

Total deaths in 2024
Increase over 2023
Highest fatality state
Highest accident count
Global fatality rate (India)
International Target (2030)
Govt strategy

Tech reform

Details

1,77,177

2.31%

Uttar Pradesh

Tamil Nadu

11.89 per lakh population
Reduce deaths by 50%
4Es

GPS-based toll collection replacing booths



e Consider the following statements regarding India’s road accident
situation in 2024:

* India recorded more than 1.75 lakh fatalities in road accidents in 2024.

e Uttar Pradesh recorded the highest number of road accident deaths in
2024.

e Under the Stockholm Declaration, India has committed to reducing road
accident deaths by 50% by 2030.

* Tamil Nadu recorded the highest number of accidents in 2024.
* Which of the above statements are correct?

*A.1,2and 3 only
B. 1, 3 and 4 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4



e LAW

Row around the film ‘Dhurandhar’, involving a decorated Major

Man Aman Singh Chhina
Chandigarh, December 4

THE UPCOMING Bollywood film Dhur-
andhar, starring actor Ranveer Singh, has
run into legal trouble, with the family of a
highly decorated Indian Army officer
claiming it is based on his life without due
acknowledgement.

Major Mohit Sharma laid down his life
while battling militants in Jammu and
Kashmir in 2009. He was posthumously
awarded the Ashok Chakra, India’s highest
peacetime gallantry award. His parentsre-
cently approached the Delhi High Court
against Dhurandhar, scheduled for release
on Friday, seeking protection of theirson’s
legacy and persona. They also wanted the
film privately screened before release.

Major Sharma’s career

Major Mohit Sharma was a Special
Forces (SF) officer. Born in Rohtak in 1978,

he joined the National Defence Academy
(NDA) in 1995. He was commissioned in
December 1999 in the Sth Battalion of The
Madras Regiment after passing out from
the Indian Military Academy (IMA).

After a stint in J&K in Rashtriya Rifles,
Major Sharma volunteered for the Special
Forces, joining the 1 Parachute Battalion
{Special Forces). During his tenure with this
battalion, he earned the Sena Medal. He is
said to have infiltrated a Hizbul Mujahi-
deen group under cover in 2004.

In 2009, Major Sharma was again de-
ployed with a Special Forces unit in Kup-
wara in J&K.He took part in an action in
which several militants were killed. How-
ever, he becamegrievously injured and lost
his life. For acts of bravery beyond the call
of duty, Major Mohit Sharma was awarded
the Ashok Chakra posthumously.

Claims around ‘Dhurandhar’
The family members of Major Mohit

Realandreel

® Before the Ashok
Chakra, Major Mohit
Sharma was
awarded a Sena
Medal for gallantry
forinfiltratinga
Hizbul Mujahideen
groupin J&K and
killing two militants.

® Clipsfrom
Dhurandhar show its
lead character,
played by Ranveer
Singh, infiltrating a
terrorist network

in Pakistan,

Sharma have alleged that Singh'’s character
is based on him. In the film’s trailer and
other promotional material, his character
is shown infiltrating a terrorist network in
Pakistan.

Onsocial media, speculation is rife that
various other characters in the movie are
also based on real-life persons. Sanjay Dutt
is supposed to be playing Chaudhary
Aslam Khan Swati, an ‘encounter specialist'
of the Karachi police who was killed in a
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan bomb blast in
2014.

Akshaye Khanna's characteris also said
to be based on Sardar Abdul Rehman Bal-
och, awell-known criminal from Karachi's
Lyari locality who was killed in 2009.
Another character, played by R Madhavan,
is said to resemble National Security Ad-
visor Ajit Doval.

Legal status of dispute
The petition came up for hearing on De-

Il ariiminerawvarmar |l

cember 1. The plea said that Dhurandhar
is being publicly promoted with a view to
create a perception that itisbased uponthe
life, persona and operations of Major Mohit
Sharma. It was alleged that the same is
beingdone without any consent, consulta-
tion or authorisation from the family,

The director, screenwriter and co-pro-
ducer of the movie have vehemently de-
nied that the film is being promoted as hav-
ing been inspired by Major Sharma’s life. It
was stated that the film is purely a work of
fiction and though inspired by true events,
it bears no connection with the Major.

The petition was disposed of by the
court with the following directions: (i) The
Central Board of Film Certification shall
consider all relevant aspects of the matter
before granting requisite certification. (ii)
If considered the opposite, the censor
board will refer the matter to the authorities
concerned of the Indian Army before tak-
ing a final decision.




« Bollywood film “Dhurandhar” starring Ranveer Singh is facing legal trouble.
« Family of Major Mohit Sharma, a decorated Indian Army officer (Ashok Chakra awardee), alleges the
film is based on his life without permission.
« Petition filed in Delhi High Court asking for:
» Protection of Major Sharma's legacy
» Private screening before release
» Preventing misleading portrayal

B. Who was Major Mohit Sharma? (Career & Heroism)

1. Background
« Born: 1978, Rohtak (Haryana)
« Joined NDA (1995), commissioned in Dec 1999 into 5th Battalion, Madras Regiment
« Trained at IMA, Dehradun

2. Service in Special Forces

« Served in Rashtriya Rifles - then volunteered for Special Forces

« Joined 1 Para (SF)

« Earned the Sena Medal

« Known for undercover infiltration of Hizbul Mujahideen group (2004)

3. 2009 Kupwara Operation
« Led a Special Forces unit in Kupwara (J&K)
» Killed several militants
« Suffered severe injuries, laid down his life
« Awarded Ashok Chakra posthumously, India's & hest peacetime gallantry award



C. Claims Around the Film “Dhurandhar”

e Family alleges:
e Film's promotional material shows a character resembling Major Sharma
e Trailer depicts infiltration of a terrorist network in Pakistan similar to Major Sharma's real
operations
e Done without consultation or authorization

e Misleading the public by creating perception the film is based on him

D. What the Film Team Says

e Director, writer, and co-producer deny any direct link to Major Sharma’s life
e Claim:

e The film is “pure fiction”

e Though inspired by real events, not based on Major Mohit Sharma

e No promotional material claims such linkage



E. “Real and Reel” Points Noted in the Petition

Family's Claim
« Before Ashok Chakra, Major Sharma:
« |Infiltrated terror networks undercover
« Earned Sena Medal
» Trailer shows similar undercover ops = strong resemblance

Similar Characters in the Film

Speculation on social media:

« Sanjay Dutt playing a character resembling Chaudhary Aslam Khan (encounter specialist killed in
2014)

« Akshaye Khanna resembles Sardar Abdul Rehman Balooch (Karachi gangster)

« R Madhavan resembles National Security Adviser Ajit Doval

- Indicates multiple characters loosely based on real personalities.

F. Legal Status of Dispute
« Delhi High Court directed:
1. CBFC must examine all material carefully before granting certification
2. If required, CBFC must consult Indian Army authorities before clearing the film

» Petition was disposed of with these directions.



Exam

Actual Question Correct Answer

) ) Valour, courageous action, self-sacrifice
Ashok Chakra is awarded for which 8

UPSC Prelims 2023 . away from battlefield (peacetime
type of action?
gallantry).
. What is the role of the Central Board Gra.nt.s .cert|f|ca't|on to films ff’f public
UPSC Prelims 2023 of Film Certification (CBFC)? exhibition and imposes conditions
' under Cinematograph Act.
Discuss the conflict between freedom
UPSC Mains (GS-ll) 2022 of expre.ssmn fol/mmakers and Relevant to this case.
protection of individual
reputation/identity.
SSC CGL 2023 Which is India’s highest peacetime Ashok Chakra
gallantry award?
State PCS (Multiple) 2022-23 Which Special Forces unit does "1 Para Parachute Regiment of Indian Army

SF" belong to?



* Consider the following statements regarding the
controversy around the film “Dhurandhar”:

* The family of Major Mohit Sharma approached the
Delhi High Court alleging unauthorized use of his life
story.

* The court directed the CBFC to consult the Indian
Army before taking a final decision, if required.

* Major Mohit Sharma was awarded the Ashok
Chakra for an operation in Kupwara in 2009.

 Which of the statements above are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



Story of Operation Trident, 1971 war
campaign marked as Navy Day

INDIA CELEBRATES Navy Day on De-
cember4 by commemorating
Operation Trident. On this day, the
Navy heavily damaged Pakistani
vesselsin the Karachi harbour amid
the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War.

The war began a day before the naval
operation, when the Pakistan Air Force
launched pre-emptive strikeson
airfields in western India. On December
4,whenIndiadeclared war, the Navy
sankthree vessels near Karachi during
Op Trident. The stars of the mission
were the then-recently acquired Soviet
Osamissile boats, fitted with 4 SS-N-2
(P-15) Styx missiles.

INS Kiltan, Katchall, Nipat, Nighat
and Veer sank PNS Khaibar, PNS Mu-
hafiz and a merchant ship, killing over
250 Pakistani sailors.

Many aspects of the attacks were
novel, including the use of
missiles in this region for the
firsttime and ingenious
methods of communication to remain
undetected. It also came after years of
increased investments into naval in-
frastructure. On December 5,1971, the
Indian Navy’s then Western C-in-C,
Vice Admiral S N Kohli, received the
code word “Angaar”, which meant suc-

f \
{ HISTORY }

A Navy Day event in Thiruvananthapuram. pri

cessintheoperation.

During this op, India suffered no
casualties. On December 8, Operation
Python was launched to inflict further
damage. The morale of the Pakistani
Navy was dented, with their
ships ordered to reduce the
ammunition onboard tode-
crease the explosion damage if hit.

The warended on December 16,
with the instrument of surrender
signed by Lt Gen A A K Niazi of Pakis-
tan, with Lt Gen J S Aurora watchingat
Dhaka. That remains the lasting image
ofthe 1971 war. ENS

(4= FRERINNS W



e Navy Day (4 December) is celebrated to commemorate Operation Trident, India’s first-ever
offensive naval action using missiles, executed during the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War.

e On 4 December 1971, the Indian Navy destroyed multiple Pakistani naval assets in Karachi harbour.

B. Background of the War

 War began on 3 December 1971, when Pakistan launched pre-emptive air strikes (similar to Israel’s
1967 strategy).

e India formally declared war, triggering full-scale operations across air, land, and sea.

C. What Was Operation Trident?

A surprise naval strike on the night of 4-5 December 1971 by the Indian Western Naval Command.

Key Features
e Used Osa-class missile boats acquired from the Soviet Union.
e Armed with P-15 Termit (SS-N-2 Styx) anti-ship missiles.
e Conducted at night to ensure stealth and avoid detection by Pakistani radars.

» First-ever use of long-range anti-ship missiles in the region.



D. Vessels Involved (Indian Navy)

e INS Nipat

e INS Nirghat
e INS Veer

e INS Kiltan

e [INS Katchall

These operated under Western Naval Command led by Vice Admiral S.N. Kohli.

E. Successes of Operation Trident

Pakistan Navy Losses
e Warship PNS Khaibar (destroyer) — sunk

e Minesweeper PNS Muhafiz - sunk
e Merchant vessel — destroyed
e Qil tanks at Karachi harbour set ablaze

e Over 250 Pakistani sailors killed

Indian Navy Casualties

e Zero losses

e Mission codename “Angaar” (meaning "success")



F. Strategic Significance

e Demonstrated India’s naval strike capability far from its coastline.

o Severely dented Pakistani Navy morale.

e Forced Pakistan to reduce ammunition onboard ships to avoid secondary explosions.
o Resulted in Pakistan restricting movements of its Navy for the rest of the war.

G. Follow-up Operation

Operation Python (8 December 1971)

o Follow-up strike to inflict additional damage on Karachi harbour.

o Further destruction of oil tanks and fuel reserves.

H. End of War
e War ended on 16 December 1971 with:
e Surrender of Lt Gen A.A.K. Niazi (Pakistan)
e Signed before Lt Gen J.S. Aurora (India) in Dhaka
e Resulted in the creation of Bangladesh.



Topic
Navy Day

1971 Indo-Pak War

Missiles used

Naval strategy

Commanding Officer

First use

Follow-up op

India’s casualties

Key Fact

Celebrated on 4 December to honour Operation
Trident

Also known as Bangladesh Liberation War
Soviet-origin P-15 Termit (Styx)

Surprise night assault; missile boats refueled at
sea

Vice Admiral S.N. Kohli, Western Naval
Command

First time long-range missiles used in naval
warfare in the Indian Ocean region

Operation Python on 8 December

Zero in Operation Trident
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Verified Question

Correct Answer

UPSC CDS

UPSC Prelims

State PCS (Punjab/Haryana)

SSC CGL

CDS

2023

2023

2023

2023

2022

Operation Trident is associated
with which war?

Why is Navy Day celebrated on
4 December in India?

Which missile was used in
Operation Trident?

Who was the Pakistani
commander who surrendered in
19717

INS Nipat and INS Nirghat were
involved in which operation?

Indo-Pak War of 1971

To commemorate Operation
Trident (1971)

P-15 Styx missile

Lt Gen A.A.K. Niazi

Operation Trident



Category

Year of Operation
War

Date

Indian vessels
Missiles

Pakistani vessels sunk

Follow-up
Importance

Navy Day

Details

1971

Indo-Pak/Bangladesh Liberation War
Night of 4-5 December

INS Nipat, Nirghat, Veer, Kiltan, Katchall
P-15 Termit (Styx)

PNS Khaibar, PNS Muhafiz, merchant ship
Operation Python (8 Dec)

First missile attack by Indian Navy; huge strategic blow
to Pakistan

4 December



* Consider the following statements regarding Operation
Trident:

* |t was India’s first naval offensive that used anti-ship
missiles.

* |t resulted in the sinking of the Pakistani destroyer PNS
Khaibar.

* India suffered significant naval losses during the operation.
e Operation Python was a follow-up attack on Karachi harbour.

 Which of the above statements are correct?

*A.1,2and 4 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2and 4 only

D. 1, 2 and 4 only




Dr Rajendra Prasad



* The President of India, paid tributes to
Dr Rajendra Prasad, the first President
of India, on his birth anniversary.

* Early Life and Education

e Birth: He was born in 1884 in the
Siwan district of Bihar.

* Education: He joined Presidency
College, Calcutta, where he pursued his
undergraduate studies. In 1915, he
completed his Master of Law (LLM) with
Honours. /

o




 Role in the Freedom Movement

 Champaran Satyagraha (1917): Gandhiji’s call brought him to Champaran. This
marked a turning point, inspiring him towards national service.

* Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-22): Gave up his successful law practice and
founded the National College in Patna (1921).

* Stood firmly with Gandhiji after the Chauri Chaura incident.

 Salt Satyagraha (1930): Led the Salt Satyagraha in Bihar at Patna’s Nakhas
Ponds, where volunteers made salt and courted arrest.

e Congress President: He presided over the Bombay session of the INC
in 1934. Following the resignation of Subhash Chandra Bose as the President of the
Congress in 1939, He was elected as President.

* In July 1946, when the Constituent Assembly was established to frame the
Constitution of India, he was elected its President.

* He was awarded the Bharat Ratna in 1962 for his exemplary service.



Committees of Constituent Assembly chaired by Rajendra Prasad

Committee on the Rules of Procedure

Steering Committee

Finance and Staff Committee

Ad hoc Committee on the National Flag

Literary Contributions

He documented his experiences and political insights in several influential works:
e Satyagraha at Champaran (1922)

India Divided (1946)

Atmakatha (1946)

Mahatma Gandhi and Bihar, Some Reminiscences (1949)

Bapu Ke Kadmon Mein (1954)



Word of the day

Drowsy:

half asleep; showing lack of attention or
boredom

Synonyms: oscitant, yawning

Usage: The cold made her feel drowsy.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/drowsypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: ['diavzi/
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