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“I find television very educating. Every time somebody turns
on the set, I go into the other room and read a book.”

— Groucho Marx
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SNAKEBITE CAPITAL

What India
st

et right

With efforts to plug the data gap
in snakebite fatalities, India is
set to modemnise and improve the

handling of a long-neglected problem What are the lessons

from th.
Telangana blast?
FAG ® PAGE 8

Gill smashes another
tury, shatters more
cords at Edgbastc

SPORT » PAGE 13

nuclear policerman in
MAGAZINES PAGE 1 middle of a storm

FROFILES % PAGE 3

Bihar SIR: More
than 1 cr. voters
submit forms

aTra
T Ebection Commisskan on
Satwrday said that the speciat

Statement is issued by EC s
That &5 of & pum. on Aty 5,

meration forms were
recaivad from 1,04.16,545
alactors. » PAGE 4

NEW DELHLBHOPAL
The CBI has booked seweral
educationalists, Heaih Minkstry

inspection process for private
medical colleges. 3 PRGE 5

Nehal Modi, co-accused in PNB
scam case, arrested in the U.S.

He is accused of ai

evidence, and intimidating witnesses; the arrest w:

MEW DELHI

ment Directogate (ED) and
the Central Bureau of In-

ed by the US. autharities

under Section 3 of the Pre-
wention of Money Launder-

ing Act and alleged crimi-

Serious charges

= pemal Modi
oo

ay zozw rofie oo wamrpal

ebaite.
ipappemiars bially, i gstoreet and agan

e

g

Mo ™
tradition from the UK.~

Nehal Modi

ings is scheduled for july
17 The accused may apply

rorm the 15

for bail during the hearing,

ED had earlier
found thar Mr. Nehal Modl
allegedly ma
companies for his I|.a|.f—
brother. These enterprises.
received $50 million from

om
itong kong 36 million
of diamonds, 150
I:Mnes of pearks; UAE dir-
ham 2.5 million; and 50 kg
from the Firestar
]Mamnnd FZE (Free Zome
Establishment) in Dubai.
“riehal Modi was perso-

his brother and economic offender Nirav Modi in laundering money and destroving key digital
made pursuant to a joint extradition request submitted by ED and CBIL

nally awverseeing that all the
accounts

uthorities in Europe,’

quest had been sent to the
us

In anather case against

wellers Inc. and Di
inc.. which reoel\-»ed $I£l
million from hul

Choksl's Dubal-based shell
companies.

3 Kerala districts on
high alert over Nipah;
425 being screened

.

s
Falakkad district

rge during

The Hindu Burcau
PALAKIAD MALAF FURAM

As many as 425 people
have entered the contact

of rwo Nipah-infected
persons in )cer:la 228 of
in am dis-

them
tricr. 10 in Faakiad, and
n Kozhilode

been put on high alerr as
the Health Department is
bardling to et the
spread of Nipah. While an
adolescent girl from Mak-

India is fourth
“most F
Country: report

NEW DELHI
Inequality in India has some
down significantly between
2011-12 and 2023- 23, making
t the fourthrmast equal countoy
lobally, according to a World
Bank repart. This is in addition
£0 a sharp Secrease in extreme
poverty. » PAGE 3

AL
Urean Minister of Cooperation
Amit Snah Tk the fundat on
Stone for Indias Frst naton sl
cooperative university, whale
achcating for the inchusian of
cooperative sducation at an
sarlier stags, In secondary
school curricula. & PAGE 8

Return journey

Chariot trip: Demtees near chasiots o

= Lowd Jngannath, Lord Balabhadrs, snd Dev Subhadrs on Saturdsy as they return to

the Snree Jagannath temple from the Shree Gura-ﬂ-a termnple during the Bahusda yatrs Sestivel 3t Pur in Ddisha. SEECIAL AHRANGEMENT

Trump signs
12 wade letters
to be sent out
next week

MOERISTOWN

s President Duns]d
{rump said on Fridsy dua

he had signed 12 trade let
et e

impend-
ing e Tor bl e
o take effect
HIs comments come
days before steeper duties
are set 1o take effect on do-
zens of economies. Coun-
riss have been pushing o
strike deals
help them ol these de.
wated dusies.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE L

ar Malap-
pusam died an a1, 3 S
d woman from Tha-

ECLAL

to those on the comtact
lists.

Officials have intensified
efforts wo find the source of
the Nipah virs thar infect-
‘ed the two persans.

si teams  of
health o visited LG5S
houses in  Malappuram.

Foursd mon h

maln =

pe-

ople_agains: violating the

regulations in the contain-
ment zone:

A 24x7 conwol room

o deal with

and 26 out-

them tested e

the infection. The resuls

of the others are awsaited_
In Palaklkad, one person

eing treated in lsolation_
OF the 110 people on the
contact lot in Palaklod, &1
are health worl In Koz
Fikoda, 7 e it e
health workers.
The Health Department

=
Saturday said that psycho-
Logcal ald should be given

tees were formed by in-
cluding specialist doctors
of the Government Medi-
cal College, Palakkad, and

senior
offickals.

Eovernment

Central team
The Union Health Ministry
is considering deploying
ithe Mational Joint Outbreak

monitoring the situation,
they added.

AMTIBODY 5 URVEILLANCE
= PAGE2

Industrialist and BJP leader
Khemka shot dead in Patna

PATTS

Prominent
and Bihar Bharatiya Janata
Party (BIF) leader Gopal
I shot dead ar

der. One person was de-
=)
"

o
Gopal Khemka

tained on sarurday and is
being questioned by the

Awell- known industrial-
ist. Khemka was also the
ownes of Magadh hospital

and a number of petrol
pumps. His murder comes

a few years after his son,
v..un,an Khemlka, was shot
diad by criminals I the
Hajipur industrial area of
vaishall district.

Patna Sendor Superin-
tendent of Follce (558) Kar-
T harma has formed a
pecial T2k boroe team o
naby the crimdnals.

Chief Minimer Mirlsh k-
mar held a Level
wiew meeting on the s'.am s
law and order situation at
his official residence and
was briefed on the murder
by Bilar DGP Vinay Kumar.

India, Trinidad and Tobago sign multiple deals

NEW DELHI
Trindad Tobago
at least six

agres
Teinte with Imdia that will

me
plavers in the Caribbean
Tegion.

of understand-
ing

lienr Infrastruciure (CORID
and Global Biofuel Alliance
(GEA). The two sides alse

WA W o Prims: Minister Maren i Mods being Erested upon
ks arrhal at the Parkament of Trinkdad and Tabaga. P11

signed an agreement on In-
dian Grant Assistance for
Implementation of Quick
Impact Projects (QLPs) in
Trinidad and Tobago.
Through this Mo, the

Government of (ndis will
ovide grant funding for

implementation_ af
shart

mum of frive projects will
be offered in each financial
year,” a joint statement

sald, explaining the Quick
tmpact Frofects.

Modi also decla
msx Tndia will gift 2,000

s which
will not exceed 350,000
for each project. A maxi-

(NAMDEVCD)  and  de-
clared support for millet

cultivation, seaweed fertil-
izer and natural farming.
Mr. MDd.I arrived in Ar-
gentina on Friday evening
focal tllne) on a eo-day
visit ich he will
hold ia'llu \l|.[|| the coun-
try's wop leadership to re-
wiew ongoing cooperation
and discuss ways to en-
'hance bilateral partnership

hero in Argentina, and was
lazer received by President
Javier Miled at Casa Rosada,

seat of Argentina
Eovernment.
Witk PTY ipreats)




Nehal Modi, co-accused in PNB
scam case, arrested in the U.S.

He is accused of aiding his brother and economic offender Nirav Modi in laundering money and destroying key digital

evidence, and intimidating witnesses; the arrest was made pursuant to a joint extradition request submitted by ED and CBI

Devesh K Pandey
NEW DELHI

ehal Modi, co-ac-
N cused in the %13,578

crore Punjab Na-
tional Bank (PNB) scam
case and brother of its
‘mastermind’ Nirav Modi,
has been arrested in the
U.S. based on extradition
request from the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) and
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI).

“The United States De-
partment of Justice has in-
formed Indian authorities
that Nehal Modi was arrest-
ed by the U.S. authorities
on July 4,” an official said.

According to the com-
plaint filed by the U.S. pro-
secution, the extradition
proceedings are being pur-
sued on two counts — al-
leged money laundering
under Section 3 of the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-

ing Act and alleged crimi-
nal conspiracy under
Sections 120-B and 201 of
the erstwhile Indian Penal
Code. “Nehal Modi is want-
ed in India in connection
with the multibillion dollar
PNB fraud case, one of the
largest banking scams in
the country’s history. In-
vestigations by the ED and
CBI have revealed that Ne-
hal Modi played a key role
in laundering proceeds of
crime on behalf of Nirav
Modi, who is also facing ex-
tradition from the UK.,”
the official said.

Mr. Nehal Modi is al-
leged to have assisted in
concealing and transfer-
ring large sums of illicit
funds through a web of
shell companies and over-
seas transactions.

The next date of hearing
in the extradition proceed-
ings is scheduled for July
17. The accused may apply

Serious charges

= Nehal Modi
allegedly took away
diamonds worth
$6 million from
Hong Kong & 50 kg
of gold from Dubai

Sept 2019: Interpol issues a Red Notice

against him

B He is also accused
of intimidating
witnesses, keeping
them in confinement,
and forcing them to
sign forged papers

Wanted figure:
Image of Nehal

May 2020: His profile on Interpol website
disappears briefly. It was restored and again

taken down later

Modi that had
appeared on
Interpol website

March 2021: Following a series of queries on
various issues, India seeks his extradition

from the U.S.

with a Red

Notice in 2020.
FILE PHOTO

for bail during the hearing,
which the U.S. prosecution
has stated it will oppose.
Mr. Nirav Modi is cur-
rently lodged in a UK. jail.
The ED had earlier
found that Mr. Nehal Modi
allegedly managed two
companies for his half-
brother. These enterprises
received $50 million from

dummy entities. After the
scam was detected, Mr. Ne-
hal Modi took away from
Hong Kong $6 million
worth of diamonds, 150
boxes of pearls; UAE dir-
ham 3.5 million; and 50 kg
of gold from the Firestar
Diamond FZE (Free Zone
Establishment) in Dubai.
“Nehal Modi was perso-

nally overseeing that all the
accounts and records were
eliminated. He intimidated
the witnesses and sent
them to Cairo, where their
passports were taken away
at his instance to prevent
their escape. In one case,
he had offered 320 lakh to
a witness for giving false
testimony before the judi-
cial authorities in Europe,”
the official said.

In March 2021, probe
agencies submitted before
a special court in Mumbai
that a joint extradition re-
quest had been sent to the
U.s.

In another case against
his uncle, Mehul Choksi
and others, Mr. Nehal Modi
has been accused of being
in charge of Samuels Je-
wellers Inc. and Diamlink
Inc., which received $19
million from Mr. Mehul
Choksi’s Dubai-based shell
companies.




Nehal Modi's Arrest and Extradition Request




Alleged lllegal Activities of Nehal Modi

Bribery for
False
Testimony

Allegedly offered ¥20 lakh
for false testimony




Major Financial Transactions of Nehal Modi

Dummy Diamonds Pearls and
Entities Allegedly took $6 Gold
Received $50 million million worth of Allegedly took 150
from dummy entities diamonds from boxes of pearls and
connected to shell Hong Kong. 50 kg of gold from

firms. Dubai.




Nehal Modi's Legal Journey: Key Milestones

May 2020
Profile temporarily ALY, 202
removed from Interpol Arrest by U.S.
website authorities

Sept 2019

India's extradition
request submitted

Interpol issues Red
Notice against Nehal
Modi




PNB Scam Sequence

Estimated
Total Fraud

The scam amounts to
313,578 crore.




Navigating Legal Pathways

Extradition @
Process ~“
Facilitates
international
extradition through

treaties and
Interpol.

Prevention of @

Money Indian Penal
Laundering Code Sections
Act

Deals with criminal
conspiracy and
evidence
destruction.

Addresses financial
crimes and money
laundering activities.



India, Trinidad and Tobago sign multiple deals

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Trinidad and Tobago
signed at least six agree-
ments with India that will
pave the way for India’s fi-
nancial and pharma sec-
tors to emerge as major
players in the Caribbean
region.

As part of understand-
ings reached during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
two-day visit, Trinidad and
Tobago also has an-
nounced that it will join In-
dia’s global initiatives in
Coalition of Disaster Resi-
lient Infrastructure (CDRI)
and Global Biofuel Alliance
(GBA). The two sides also

Warm welcome: Prime Minister Narendra Modi being greeted upon
his arrival at the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago. PTI

signed an agreement on In-
dian Grant Assistance for
Implementation of Quick
Impact Projects (QIPs) in
Trinidad and Tobago.
“Through this MoU, the

Government of India will
provide grant funding for
the implementation of
short gestation QIPs which
will not exceed $50,000
for each project. A maxi-

mum of five projects will
be offered in each financial
year,” a joint statement
said, explaining the Quick
Impact Projects.

Mr. Modi also declared
that India will gift 2,000
laptops to school students
in Trinidad and Tobago as
a gesture to support its
Prime Minister Kamla Per-
sad-Bissessar’s “ambitious
vision of  digitising
education”.

Mr. Modi also gifted the
first batch of $1 million in
agro-machinery to Trini-
dad and Tobago’s National
Agricultural Marketing and
Development Corporation
(NAMDEVCO) and de-
clared support for millet

cultivation, seaweed fertil-
izer and natural farming.

Mr. Modi arrived in Ar-
gentina on Friday evening
(local time) on a two-day
visit during which he will
hold talks with the coun-
try’s top leadership to re-
view ongoing cooperation
and discuss ways to en-
hance bilateral partnership
in key areas.

In Buenos Aires, he laid
a wreath at the memorial
of General Jose de San Mar-
tin, regarded as a national
hero in Argentina, and was
later received by President
Javier Milei at Casa Rosada,
the seat of Argentina
government.
(With PTI inputs)

A INX



1. Key Highlights of the Visit

* At least six agreements signed to strengthen financial and pharma sector ties.
e Trinidad & Tobago to join:
e Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI)

» Global Biofuel Alliance (GBA)

2. Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) Agreement

» Indian Grant Assistance for Quick Impact Projects in Trinidad & Tobago.
» Projects eligible for Indian grant funding of up to $50,000 per project.

« Minimum of five projects to be offered annually.



3. Technology & Education Cooperation

» India to gift 2,000 laptops to support digitisation of education in Trinidad & Tobago.

» Supports the vision of Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar for advancing digital education.

4. Agricultural Cooperation

 India gifted $1 million worth of agro-machinery to Trinidad & Tobago.
» Provided to National Agricultural Marketing and Development Corporation (NAMDEVCO).
e India declared support for:

* Millet cultivation

» Seaweed fertilizer promotion

e Natural farming initiatives



5. Other Diplomatic Engagements

« PM Modi's subsequent two-day visit to Argentina.

e Paid tribute to national hero General Jose de San Martin.

» Held bilateral talks with President Javier Milei to enhance cooperation.

6. Broader Significance

« Strengthens India's influence in the Caribbean region, especially in:

Financial sector
Pharma sector
Disaster resilience
Digital infrastructure

Agriculture

o Part of India's effort to build partnerships with Global South nations.



Consider the following statements regarding recent India-Trinidad & Tobago developments:

1. Trinidad & Tobago has joined both the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure and the Global

Biofuel Alliance.

2. India has committed to funding Quick Impact Projects in Trinidad & Tobago, with each project eligible

for up to $5,00,000 assistance.

3. India gifted laptops to school students and agro-machinery to Trinidad & Tobago as part of the
agreements.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1and 3 only
D)1, 2and 3
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Jaishankar set to
visit China to take
part in SCO meet

W DEL

Exrernal Affairs Minister 5.

th
Cooperation Orga
SO0, people familiar with
the matter said on F

1t would be Mr. Jaishan-
bar’s first wisit to China af-
ter the ties between the
own ries came under
severe strain following the
2020 military  standofl
along the Line of acmal
Control (LAC) in eastern

Chinese Forekgn Minis-

Dowal wisited Beijing and
held the Sk talks with Mr.
1 visited

officials of the SCO mem-
ber nasions.
The people cited above
said the External Affairs Mi-
nister is likely to wavel o
Befjing for talks with Mr.
before going to Tian-
Jin for the conclave of the

5. saishankar

0100 Forelgn Ministers that
will b held an July 14 and
1=

M. Jaishankar's wisit is

i,
the SO0 Defence Minksters®
conference.

China #s the current
chair of the SCO, and it is

the Galwan Valley
in June that year resubted in
a severe strain in tes bet-
ween the two neighbours.
The face-off effectively
ended following comple-
tion of the disengagement
process from the last two
Friction points of Demchok
Depsang _under an
agresment finalised on Oc-
tobser 21,

Bihar witnessing ‘soonda
raj’ under NDA: Congress

Patna b

NEW DELHI
he Lilling of Patna
Y N
pal kKhemka is

s

Lance regime,
gress alleged on Samrday,
as it demanded a special
session of the State As-
gembly w0 discuss
breakdown of law and
o
The special

muse also discuss
clal intensive revision (1R
of the electoral rolls ahead

of the ming Bihar As-
sembly election, the Con-
gress sakd, alleging that the

ngoing exercise is a “de-

conspiracy™  to
help the BIF win power i
‘the State
¢ ks humanly impossi-
ble to carry out this exer-
cise among elght crore wo-
ters of the Siate,” Congress
leader and Rajys Sabha
Akhilesh Prasad
Singh said, addressing a
press conference at the All
Indla Congress Committes
LAICC) headquarters.
nir. Singh claimed that
the people of the State

Woicin

have been left to the merey

of God, while “Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Wumar has be-
come a puppet in the hands
of the BJP~.

Criminal impunity
The Congress MP said that
Khemka, the owner of
Magadh Hospital, had been
shot dead by criminals near
his home in Patna on Friday
night, a few years after the
murder his son. The
crime took place near Gand-
the pcmc.e

Maidan despite o
presence there, Mr. Sin
said.

Referring to the killing of

& concerns: Akhilesh Prasad Singh addressing a press
conterence at Inclim Bhawan an 5ahray, S RUmAs FUSHPARE

not a daily sceurrence.

added thar while the
ADG (Law and Order) him-
self admits that rising at-

wcern,
dared to open fu
Hion leader Tajast e Yarias 4
official residemnce are still at

Be.

“The government has beft
the people of Bihar 1o fend
for themselves. The State is
currently passing through a
crists, for which we should
exert pressure on the go-
Vernment to convene a ses-
sion of the Legislative As-
sembly on the lssue of the

aj'. Bihar, once

now burming in the fire of

ss secks a s ‘ual Assembly session to discuss Law and order situation after the killing of
kax: there is hardly any district without daily murders, party savs

gun viclence and criminal-
Ity M. Singh sakd.

Citing official dara,
Congress leader claim,
that a large number of mi-
nor girls are being raped
and policernen are being

Quoting  the NMational
Crime Record  Bureau
(NCRE), Mr. Singh said that
the total number Df(ﬂmes

4

India is fourth ‘most
equal country, says
‘World Bank report

MEW DELHL

mequality in india has

come down significantly

between 201112 and 2022-

23, making it the fourth-

maost ‘country global-

Iy, according to a workd
k re;

This is in addition to a
sharp decrease in extreme
paverty, which Thas
dropped from 162% in
12 to 2.3% in 202223,
an omnal release said qu-
aring World Bank data.

gowernment arcri-

bured the reduchon in n.
to various inl

tives and schemes pursued
during the lass decade.

The only three coun-
tries whlch have a better
nd

cond after Uttar Pradesh,”
the Congress leader said.
“In Bihar, 2,271,729 wo-
men have fallen victim o
crime, and there has been
a 336% increase in crimes
against women. There has
been a 1,097% increase in
cases of abduction of wo-
men, and a horrific 7,0629%
increase in crimes against
children,” he added.

the fourth
country in the wo
the Skl Sogashdic, Mivre

nia and Belarus,” the state-
ment sald.

Income distribution
The Gini Index helps in un-
derstanding how equally
income, wealth or con-
sumption i discribured
across households or indi-

India falls irtn the ‘modersesy
fow Insquality catagary, 35 per
Wiorld Bank’s oy

viduals in a country.
It ranges in value from

ired stares, which stands at

As per the World Bank's
report, which has rebeased
the dara for 167 countries,
inetia falls into the “mocer-
ately low™ inequality cate-
gory, which includes Gini
Scofes berween 25 and 30.

tndia is only a fraction
vz from joining the “low
inequality™ group.

Disability
pension to
soldiers is
aright: HC

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court
uashed around 300 pet-
tions filed by the Ministry

of Defence challenging the
ity pensions
Division

al.
The court said dlsabullly
pension ks not an act of ge-
nerosity, but a rightful ack-
ment of the sa-
crifices endured by the
soldsers.

On the draw

U.K.-based arms consultant Bhandari
declared a fugitive economic offender

The Hindu
EW DELEL

A Delhi court on Saturday

provisions of the Fugitive
Economic Offenders Ace
(FEOA) of 2018,

Assets under s
The order came an an ap-

This will now enable the
agency to confiscate the as-

“Tax evasion”

According to the ED, he

fled 10

soon

deparcment Faided him in
i chue to tax evasion.

case against Robere Vadra,

husband of Congress lead
e Priyanka Gandhi vadra,
aimed.

fled the first
ugahee( in this case in

rate, a3 & political wich-
hunt against him.

T.N. CM to launch
‘Ungaludan Stalinr’
initiative on July 15

vices and welfare schemes
directly to peoples neigh-
bourhoods.

While 3,768 camps will
be conducted in urban
areas, 6,232 will be held in

MK Stalin

nearly 1 lakh trained volun-
teers will wisit each house-
hold starting July 7, to in-
formm pecple sbout the date
their near-

— canlp.
They will also ssplain

Supreme Court introduces
quota for OBCs, SCs and STs
in direct staff recruitments

NEW DELHI

has

‘The Supreme Court
natified in s

amendments

ing nanire, Chicf ustice of
India B.R. Gaval, who is on-
by the second Dalit top
Judge of the country, also
extended the benefit of re-
servation in the courts
non-judicial staff jobs to
the physically challenged.

pen-
d.enuo(&eedomﬁgmers
The decision of the

rural areas. men who are eligible | Officers and Servants (Con-
The camy urban  but have been left out of | ditions of Service and Con-
areas will offer 43 se the Kalaignar Magalir Uri- | duct) Rules, 1961, was exer
from 13 ents while  mai Thogei scheme can | cised under Article 146(2)
46 services from 15 depart-  submit their
ments will be made availa- the camp. Essued
ble at camps in rural areas.  for this scheme will be s | in the Official Gazette on
In addition, cal ser-  sued only at these camps. | Thursday clarified that the
vices will be p ! ] recelved in direct staff
each camp to ensur will be d a o the top
well-being of the pumlc propriate action will beta- | court would follow the

the release said
As part of the initiative,

cm

&

tons lssued by the Centre.

“Reservation in direct
recrultment to various ca-
tegories of posts specified
in the schedule, for the
candidates belonging to
Scheduled Castes. Sche-
duled Tribes, Other Back-

ward Classes, physically

r
as the Chief Justice may.
from tme to time, specify,”
the notification read.

Rajya Sabha member

and senior advocare P Wil-
son, who had pushed for
‘OBC: reservation in staff re-

33 years after a ninejudgs
Bench Supreme
‘Coust in the indira Sawh-
ne; of N

Congress tried only
to revive AJL, Rahuls
counsel tells court

NEW DELHI

P

Congress Commimes
mmmwas not to sell the
assets of Associated Jour-
mals Limited (AJL} but to
save this historic instiou-

1992 validared 27% reserva-
tion for the category
Central seTvie-

an accused in the Nagional

Heratd money las

case being probed by the
rectorate

CED).

'l'be case stemmed from
of a 90

es
Chief justice Gaval took
the initiative to Introduce a
roster system to recruit
candidates from the SCs
and STs as Supreme Court
stalf. The mowve comes

«case that a 200-point ros-
ter system would ensure
equitable distribution of
jobs between the general
and reserved caregories.

crore loan advanced by the
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Supreme Court introduces
quota for OBCs, SCs and STs
in direct staff recruitments

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
notified amendments in its
staff recruitment rules to
introduce reservation for
the Other Backward Class-
es (OBCs), along with the
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs).

In a reform of a sweep-
ing nature, Chief Justice of
India B.R. Gavai, who is on-
ly the second Dalit top
judge of the country, also
extended the benefit of re-
servation in the court’s
non-judicial staff jobs to
the physically challenged,
ex-servicemen, and depen-
dents of freedom fighters.

The decision of the
Chief Justice to amend Rule
4A of the Supreme Court
Officers and Servants (Con-
ditions of Service and Con-
duct) Rules, 1961, was exer-
cised under Article 146(2)
of the Constitution.

The notification issued
in the Official Gazette on
Thursday clarified that the
reservation in direct staff
recruitments to the top
court would follow the
rules, orders and notifica-
tions issued by the Centre.

o

“Reservation in direct
recruitment to various ca-
tegories of posts specified
in the schedule, for the
candidates belonging to
Scheduled Castes, Sche-
duled Tribes, Other Back-
ward Classes, physically
challenged, ex-servicemen
and dependent of freedom
fighters shall be in accor-
dance with the rules, or-
ders, and notifications is-
sued from time to time by
the Government of India in
respect of posts carrying
the pay scale correspond-
ing to the pay scale pre-
scribed for the post speci-
fied in the schedule,
subject to such modifica-
tion, variation or exception
as the Chief Justice may,
from time to time, specify,”
the notification read.

Rajya Sabha member

and senior advocate P. Wil-
son, who had pushed for
OBC reservation in staff re-
cruitments to the apex
court, said in a social me-
dia post that the amend-
ment of Rule 4A “ensured
alignment with national
standards of affirmative ac-
tion”. He termed the
amendment a “historic
reform”.

However, the reserva-
tion for the OBCs in its staff
recruitments comes over
33 years after a nine-judge
Bench of the Supreme
Court in the Indira Sawh-
ney judgment of November
1992 validated 27% reserva-
tion for the category in
Central government servic-
€s.
Chief Justice Gavai took
the initiative to introduce a
roster system to recruit
candidates from the SCs
and STs as Supreme Court
staff. The move comes
three decades after the
court itself had declared in
a Constitution Bench judg-
ment in the RK Sabharwal
case that a 200-point ros-
ter system would ensure
equitable distribution of
jobs between the general
and reserved categories.




» The Supreme Court of India has amended its recruitment rules to introduce reservation for:
* Other Backward Classes (OBCs)
¢ Scheduled Castes (SCs)
e Scheduled Tribes (STs)
* Physically challenged persons
* Ex-servicemen

* Dependents of freedom fighters




2. Legal Framework

 Amendment made to Rule 4A of the Supreme Court Officers and Servants (Conditions of Service
and Conduct) Rules, 1961.

* Power exercised under Article 146(2) of the Constitution.
» Reservation in direct recruitment will follow:

e Rules, orders, and notifications issued by the Government of India.

3. Historical and Legal Context

e Comes 33 years after the 1992 Indira Sawhney judgment, which upheld 27% reservation for OBCs

in Central government jobs.
e Chief Justice B.R. Gavai, the second Dalit CJI, led the reform.

» Initiative taken to introduce a roster system for equitable distribution of jobs, in line with the 1992

R.K. Sabharwal case judgment mandating a 200-point roster system.



4. Significance of the Move

» Aligns Supreme Court staff recruitment with national standards of affirmative action.
» Seen as a historic reform to ensure representation and social justice.

» Expected to enhance diversity and inclusion in the top court's administrative structure.

5. Additional Context

e Rule specifies that reservations will apply to posts with pay scales corresponding to those specified in

the schedule.

* Allows for modification or exceptions by the Chief Justice.



Consider the following statements regarding recent changes in Supreme Court staff recruitment:

1. The Supreme Court has introduced reservations for SCs, STs, and OBCs in direct recruitment for its

non-judicial staff.
2. The amendments were made using powers under Article 146(2) of the Constitution.

3. The reservation system in the Supreme Court will be implemented irrespective of any rules or

notifications issued by the Central Government.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1and 3 only
D)1, 2and 3
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Amit Shah lays foundation for
India’s first co-op university

Launching a CBSE course on co-ops, Minister urges Gujarat government to include it as a subject

from Classes 9 to 12 in State Board schools as well; university will train professionals for co-ops

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBAI

nion Minister of
U Cooperation and
Home Affairs Amit

Shah laid the foundation
stone for India’s first na-
tional cooperative universi-
ty on Saturday, even while
advocating for the inclu-
sion of cooperative educa-
tion at an earlier stage, in
the secondary school
curricula.

Addressing a gathering
of farmers, cooperators,
and officials at the ceremo-
ny in Gujarat’s Anand —
home of Amul, one of In-
dia’s biggest and best
known cooperatives — Mr.
Shah emphasised the Trib-
huvan Sahkari University’s
proposed role in fulfilling
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision to strengthen
the cooperative sector.

“As envisioned by PM
Modi, Tribhuvan Sahkari
University will meet the

Amit Shah lights a ceremanial lamp during the foundation stone
laying ceremony of Tribhuvan Sahkari University. AN

need for trained profes-
sionals in cooperatives,
bring transparency, foster
innovation, and provide
technical education in
areas such as accounting,
marketing, and coopera-
tive values — ensuring ex-
pertise alongside a spirit of
service to the poor,” he
said.

High school subject
Launching a special course

on cooperatives by the
Central Board of Secon-
dary Education (CBSE), the
Minister called for similar
courses to be started by the
State government as well.
“CBSE has started ad-
ding cooperatives to the
syllabus. [Gujarat] Chief
Minister Bhupendra Bhai
Patel, the Vidhan Sabha
Speaker, and the Educa-
tion Minister, all three are
present here. I request that

just like CBSE, even the
Gujarat government
should add cooperatives as
a subject in the curriculum
in books for Classes 9 to 12.
The Gujarat government
should also add coopera-
tives as a subject in its cur-
riculum so that common
people know the impor-
tance of cooperatives,” Mr.
Shah said. The university
has been named after Trib-
huvandas Kishibhai Patel,
a pioneer of the coopera-
tive movement in India
and a key figure behind the
foundation of Amul. Mr.
Shah recalled how the
cooperative = movement
that began in 1946 under
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s
guidance has now grown
into an 380,000 crore en-
terprise involving 36 lakh
women.

The university will offer
specialised courses in
cooperative management,
finance, law, and rural de-
velopment.



1. Background and Announcement

* Union Minister of Cooperation and Home Affairs Amit Shah laid the foundation stone for India’s first

national cooperative university.
e Location: Anand, Gujarat (known as the Milk Capital of India and headquarters of Amul).

 Name: Tribhuvan Sahkari University (named after Tribhuvandas Kishibhai Patel, pioneer of the

cooperative movement and founder of Amul).

« Fulfils PM Narendra Modi's vision to strengthen the cooperative sector through technical education

and professional training.



2. Significance of the University

* Will provide specialized education in:
» Cooperative management
* Finance
e Law
» Rural development
 Focus on:
e Creating trained professionals for cooperatives
* Promoting transparency
» Fostering innovation

e Technical education in accounting, marketing, cooperative values



3. Cooperative Education in Schools

* Amit Shah urged:

* Gujarat Government to include cooperatives as a subject in school curricula for Classes 9 to 12

(State Board schools).

e Similar initiatives at the CBSE level already started, integrating cooperatives into the syllabus.

4. Historical and Economic Context

* India's cooperative movement:
» Started in 1946 under Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s guidance.
 Grew into a 280,000 crore enterprise.
* Involves over 36 lakh members.

* Amul, founded under cooperative principles, is one of India’s biggest and most successful

cooperative organizations.



Consider the following statements regarding India’s first Cooperative University:
1. It has been established in Maharashtra, the state known for its cooperative sugar factories.
2. The university is named after Tribhuvandas Patel, a key figure in India's cooperative movement.

3. The university will offer specialized education in cooperative management, finance, law, and rural

development.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 2 and 3 only
B) 1and 3 only
C)1, 2and 3
D) 3 only



India becomes fourth
‘most equal’ country
globally: World Bank

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 5

INEQUALITY IN India has come
down significantly between
2011-12 and 2022-23, mak-
ing it the fourth-most equal
countryglobally,accordingtoa
World Bank report.

Thisisinadditiontoasharp
decrease in extreme poverty,
which has dropped from
16.2%in 2011-12 to 2.3%in
2022-23, an official release
said quoting World Bank data.

The government attributed
the reduction in inequality to
various initiatives and
schemes pursued during the
last decade. The only three
countries which have a better
Gini Index score, a measure of
equality,are the Slovak Repub-
lic, Slovenia and Belarus.

India is much better placed
than countries like China, the
USAand the United Kingdom.

“..India's Gini Index stands
at 25.5, making it the fourth
most equal country in the
world, after the Slovak Repub-
lic, Slovenia and Belarus,” the
statement said.

The Gini Index helps in
understanding how equally
income, wealth or consump-
tion is distributed across
households or individuals in a
country.Itrangesinvalue from
0 to 100. A score of 0 means
perfectequality,whileascoreof
100 means one person has all
the income, wealth or con-
sumption and others have
none, hence absolute inequal-
ity. The higher the Gini Index,
the more unequal a country is.
India's score is much lower
than China's 35.7 and farlower
than the United States, which
standsat41.8.

As per the World Bank's
report, which has released the
data for 167 countries, India
falls into the “moderately low”

GETTING EQUAL

B Extreme poverty
decreases from 16.2%
in2011-12t0 2,3%, in
2022-23

M Countries with
better Gini Index score
— Slovak Republic,
Slovenia and Belarus

m171 million
Indians moved out of
extreme poverty
between 2011 and 2023

M Schemes promoting equal

Direct Benefit Transfer, Stand-Up India

inequality categery, which
includes Gini scores between
25 and 30.India is only a frac-
tionaway from joining the“low
inequality” group.

The governmentattributed
this achievement to a sharp
reductioninthe povertylevelin
the last decade.

According to the World
Bank report, 171 million Indi-
ans have been lifted out of
extreme poverty over the past
decade.The share of peopleliv-
ingonlessthanUSD 2.15aday,
whichwas the global threshold
for extreme poverty till June
2025, fellsharply from 16.2 per
centin2011-12 tojust 2.3 per
centin 2022-23. Globally, just
30 countries fall into the“mod-
erately low” inequality cate-
gory, including several Euro-
pean countries with strong
welfare systems. These include
Iceland, Norway, Finland, and
Belgium. It also features grow-
ing economies like Poland and
wealthy nationslike the United
Arab Emirates.Therelease said
India's journey towards a more
equal society is reflected in its
Gini Index over the years.The
index was measured at 28.8 in

M Gini Index was measured at
28.8in 2011 and reached 25,5
in 2022

an Yojana,
thers

2011 and reached 25.5 in
2022."This steady shift shows
that Indiahas made consistent
progress in combining eco-
nomic growth with social

equity,”it said.
It further said India's
progress towards greater

income equality is backed by a
series of focused government
initiatives.These schemes aim
to improve financial access,
deliver welfare benefits effi-
ciently,and supportvulnerable
and underrepresented groups.
“Together, they have helped
bridge gaps, boost livelihoods,
and ensure that growth reaches
all sections of society,” the
release said.

Ithascited schemes, like PM
Jan Dhan Yojana, Direct Benefit
Transfer, and Stand-Up India,
among others, which have
helped India in its progress
towards greater income equal-
ity”India's path to income
equality has been steady and
focused.The GiniIndexof 25.5
is not just a number. It reflects
real change in people's lives.
More families now have access
to food, banking, healthcare,
and jobs,” the release said.



* India is now ranked 4th globally in income equality according to the World Bank.
* Only three countries have better Gini Index scores than India:

* Slovak Republic

» Slovenia

e Belarus

2. Understanding the Gini Index
* Measures income or wealth inequality within a country.
* Scale: 0 = Perfect equality; 100 = Maximum inequality.
* India’'s Gini Index:
 2011:28.8
o 2022: 25.5 (placed in "moderately low" inequality category).
e By comparison:
e China: 35.7

« United States: 41.8 %



3. Reduction in Extreme Poverty
* Share of people living below USD 2.15/day fell from:
e 16.2% in 2011-12 - 2.3% in 2022-23.

» Total of 171 million Indians lifted out of extreme poverty during this period.

4. Factors Contributing to Increased Equality

e Government attributed success to focused social and economic schemes:
« PM Jan Dhan Yojana
* Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
» Stand-Up India

* These schemes:
* Improved financial inclusion.
* Delivered welfare efficiently.

» Supported vulnerable and underrepresented groups.



5. Global Context

* 30 countries fall under "moderately low" inequality, including:
» European nations: Iceland, Norway, Finland, Belgium.
» Growing economies: Poland, UAE.

* India's consistent policy focus credited for steady decline in inequality.

6. Economic and Social Implications
* The progress demonstrates:
« Successful combination of economic growth and social equity.
* Enhanced access to food, banking, healthcare, and jobs.

* Decline in poverty and bridging of socio-economic gaps.



Consider the following statements regarding India’s Gini Index and income equality:
1. India ranks fourth globally in income equality according to the latest World Bank report.
2. India's Gini Index improved from 28.8 in 2011 to 25.5 in 2022.

3. China's Gini Index is currently lower than India’s.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1and 2 only
B) 1and 3 only
C) 2 and 3 only
D)1, 2and 3
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No change in orders for voter list revision: EC

The commission issues clarification after advertisement published in newspapers by Bihar CEO prompted statements from Opposition that it had ‘backtracked’ from its stand;

special intensive revision of the electoral rolls progressing as per EC’s order, says official; Opposition wants Aadhaar, ration, and MGNREGA cards to be made admissible also

Amit Bhelari
Sobhana K. Nair
PATNA/NEW DELHI

efending the spe-
l) cial intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of elec-

toral rolls under way in
Bihar, Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar on Sunday said that
the Election Commission
(EC) had held extensive
consultations with all polit-
ical parties and “no one
was satisfied with the cur-
rent status of electoral rolls
for one reason or other”.

The EC too clarified that
the SIR was being conduct-
ed as per its June 24 order
announcing the exercise
and there was “no change
in the instructions”.

The clarification was is-
sued following front-page
advertisements in new-
spapers in Patna by the
Chief Electoral Officer
(CEOQ), saying people can
submit their filled enumer-
ation forms now and pro-
vide the documents later.

‘EC backtracks’
Issued in Hindi, the adver-
tisement said, “If you do
not have the requisite doc-
uments, then provide the
enumeration forms to the
booth-level officers.”

This prompted state-

i
Racing against ti

ments from Opposition
leaders, including Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge, that the EC had
backtracked under pres-
sure from them.

However, CEO Vinod
Singh Gunjiyal clarified,
“SIR in Bihar is progressing
as per EC’s order dated 24
June 2025... All measures
are being taken to facilitate
the existing electors to
complete the documenta-
tion. These existing voters
will have time to submit

~ . \
me: Voters in Vaishali fill enumeration forms for revision of electoral rolls. x/@ECISVEEP

the documents even after
first submitting their En-
umeration Forms. All activ-
ities are exactly as per EC’s
order dated 24.06.2025.”
The EC in its statement
further cautioned voters
against statements being
made by a few persons
“who without reading the
SIR order dated 24 June”
were orchestrating and at-
tempting to confuse the
public with their “incor-
rect and misleading” state-
ments. The panel said

while the voters were re-
quired to “submit their
documents anytime before
July 25”, those who failed
to do so would get an op-
portunity “during the
claims and objections pe-
riod also™.

Opposition ups the ante
Mr. Kumar too issued a
short statement without
naming any political party.
“During the past four
months, all 4,123 EROs
[Electoral Registration Of-

Moitra, Jha move
SC against Bihar
poll rolls revision

NEW DELHI

Rashtriya Janata Dal MP Manoj
Jha and Trinamool Congress
MP Mahua Moitra have
separately challenged the voter
list revision in Bihar in the
Supreme Court. While Mr. Jha
said the decision for the
revision was taken by the
Election Commission without
consultation with political
parties, Ms. Moitra said the
move would disenfranchise
crores of voters in the State.
Ms. Moitra sought a direction
to restrain the EC from issuing
similar orders in other States of
the country. » PAGE 5

ficers], all 775 DEOs [Dis-
trict Election Officers] and
all 36 CEOs have held near-
ly 5,000 meetings with
28,000 political party re-
presentatives. The EC has
also invited all recognised
political parties for interac-
tion. No one was satisfied
with the current status of
electoral rolls for one rea-
son or the other”.

Meanwhile, the Opposi-
tion parties continued to
point out various infirmi-
ties with the process.

“This is part of the BJP’s
tactic to mislead and con-
fuse the public. The truth
is that the BJP has decided
it will crush democracy at
all costs. But when faced
with public opposition, it
cleverly takes a step back,”
Mr. Kharge said, who had
posted on X: “When peo-
ple rise, BJP backtracks”.
He further claimed that
“the master plan that the
BJP had devised to deprive
crores of people in Bihar of
their voting rights seems to
be ensnaring the BJP
itself”.

He also credited “pres-
sure from the Opposition,
the public and civil socie-
ty” for the EC issuing the
advertisement, which he
said stated that “only the

form needs to be filled and
documents were not
necessary”.

Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist-Leninist) gen-
eral secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya pointed out
that “only 14% filled forms
have been returned after
10 days, and the EC knows
that a huge number of vo-
ters will be eliminated at
the draft stage itself”.

Senior Rashtriya Janata
Dal (R]D) leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Manoj K. Jha told
The Hindu that the EC had
only tried to make its own

work easier by asking vo-
ters to fill the enumeration
form even if they don’t
have the documents. “This
is an admission that the
documents they are asking
for are not easily available
with the majority of the
population. They are on
the back foot. And this
does not address the real
problem,” Mr. Jha said.

‘Include more cards’

On Friday, a delegation of
Indian National Develop-
mental Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA) leaders headed by
RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
met Mr. Gunjiyal to raise
their objections to the SIR.
They demanded that Aad-
haar card, ration card and
MGNREGA card should be
added to the list of admissi-
ble documents under SIR.

As per data, till 7:00
p-m. on Saturday, a total of
1,12,01,674 enumeration
forms had been collected
in Bihar, which is 14.18% of
the total number of poten-
tial voters.

In addition, the total
number of counting forms
uploaded was 23,90,329,
of which 23,14,602 forms
were uploaded through
BLOs, while 75,789 forms

were uploaded by general
voters through online
mode.



1. Constitutional Provision:
* Article 324: Empowers the Election Commission (EC) to:

» Superintend, direct, and control preparation of electoral rolls for Parliament and State

Legislatures.
» Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1950 & 1951:
* RPA 1950: Only ordinarily resident citizens aged 18+ eligible for voter registration.

* RPA 1951: Disqualifies non-residents or temporary absentees unless they return to their place of

residence.

2. What is an Electoral Roll?
» Official list of eligible voters in a constituency.
» Prepared by the EC based on legal provisions.

» Ensures only eligible, ordinarily resident citizens can vote.



3. Reason for Special Intensive Revision (SIR) in Bihar:
» Bihar last had a regular revision in 2020-21.
* Due to:
» Large population of migrant workers.
» High voter mobility.
* High rate of voter deletions/additions.
 EC aims to:
e Update and correct rolls.
» Remove deceased/ineligible voters.

* Ensure genuine eligible voters are included.



4. The Current SIR Process:

* Enumeration teams visit households.
* Collect updated information via forms:

» Existing voters: Confirm residence.

 New voters: Submit proof of age, residence.
 Timeline: 31 days (technologically supported).
 Migrants and students:

e [f absent, forms to be submitted by family or representatives.



Consider the following statements regarding the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in
Bihar:

1. The SIR is conducted solely by the State Government without the involvement of the Election

Commission.

2. Only citizens who are ordinarily resident in the constituency can be included in the electoral rolls.

3. The Aadhaar card is mandatory as the sole proof of residence for voter inclusion in Bihar.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A) 1and 2 only
B) 2 only

C) 2 and 3 only
D)1, 2and 3
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Musk launches a new political party in the aftermath of Trump fallout

WASHINGTON

Bl Wik, o Seemer ally o
Donald

the © billicnaire de-
scribed as the rvs
~one party

system -
The world's richest per-
son — and Mz Trumes blg-
gest political donoer in the
2024 election — had a bit-
ter falling ot with the Pre-
sident after leading the Re-
publican lesder-s effore to

slash spending in the Unic

ar. Musk has clashed
with Mr. Trump over the
President's massive dom-

ebt, and vowed 1o do
rything in his power to de-
feat lawmakers who voted
for

New he has creared the
e

party is farmed m ghve you
ok frees
added.
mr. nusk cired a poll —
uploaded on Friday, US.
independence Day — In
which he asked whesher
= nde

res; want inde-

pendence from the two-

party (some woulbd say un-
m

waork, through which o try
and achbeve that.

one-party system, ot a de
miccracy.

Space
mslaboesposmdon X, the
social media platform that
he owns.

“Today, the America

1.2 million

Eacror of 2 1o 1, you
want a new political party
and you shall have i~ he

It is not clear how much

Owin course: Elon Musk sakd he has created the so—

T

od Ameerica

Party 1o challengs the COUntry’s “one-party System’ are

impact the new party

would on the 2026
mid-term elec
the pr ntial wote two

1y
reignited in dramaric fash-

fierce opposition o the le-
glsl.annn. and ruthlesshy at-

s Republican back-
supperting “debt

experts say
willl pile an extra $3.4 tril-
EHon over a decade onto the
5. deficit.

= will lose their
primary nexs year if it s
the last thing i do on this

Earth,~ Mr. Musk said ear-
Her this week.

Deportation threat
After Mr. Musk heavily crit-
bcised the flagship spend-
ingg Bill — which evenally
passed Congress and was

~We will have o take a
look.” the President cold
reporters when asked if
would co

All 435 U.S. House seats

third of the Senates 100
members, who serve six-
year terms, are elected ev-
‘ery two years.

. . who was born in

S i and ha has hea
LS cirizenship since 2002

Om Fraday Afier posting
the pall, Mr. Musk Eid o
a possible political barrle
plan 1o pick off vulnerable
Elouse and Senate seats
and by = ~the deciding
wate™ on key legislation
“Ome way to execute on
this would Be o laserfocus
on just twe or three Senate
sears and B 1o 10 House dis-
tricts” Mr. Musk posted on
X

wote
Some  observers  were
ot 'haw

have historically spht the
vote — as businessman
Ross Perors independent

presidential run in 1992 did
when it helped

Ge-

arge Bushis re-slec-
o B, resuiting 6 Do
mocrat | Bl Climtonee
victor

y.

“¥ou are pulling a Ross
Perot, and 1 don't lke "
one X user wrote to M.
Musk.




Musk launches a new political party in the aftermath of Trump fallout

“sc::

ence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Elon Musk, a former ally of
U.S. President Donald
Trump, said on Saturday
he had launched a new
political party in the Unit-
ed States to challenge what
the tech billionaire de-
scribed as the country’s
“one-party system.”

The world’s richest per-
son — and Mr. Trump’s big-
gest political donor in the
2024 election — had a bit-
ter falling out with the Pre-
sident after leading the Re-
publican leader’s effort to
slash spending in the Unit-
ed States and cut federal
jobs as head of the so-
called Department of Go-
vernment Efficiency
(DOGE).

A=

Mr. Musk has clashed
with Mr. Trump over the
President’s massive dom-
estic spending plan, saying
it would explode the U.S.
debt, and vowed to do eve-
rything in his power to de-
feat lawmakers who voted
for it.

Now he has created the
so-called America Party,
his own political frame-
work, through which to try
and achieve that.

Returning freedom
“When it comes to bank-
rupting our country with
waste & graft, we live in a
one-party system, not a de-
mocracy,” the Space X and
Tesla boss posted on X, the
social media platform that
he owns.

“Today, the America

Party is formed to give you
back your freedom,” he
added.

Mr. Musk cited a poll —
uploaded on Friday, U.S.
Independence Day - in
which he asked whether
respondents “want inde-
pendence from the two-
party (some would say un-
iparty) system” that has
dominated U.S. politics for
some two centuries. The
yes-or-no survey earned
more than 1.2 million
responses.

“By afactor of 2to 1, you
want a new political party
and you shall have it!” he
posted on Saturday.

Mr. Musk also shared a
meme depicting a two-
headed snake and the cap-
tion “End the Uniparty.”

It is not clear how much

Own course: Elon Musk said he has created the so-called America
Party to challenge the country’s ‘one-party system’. AFP

impact the new party
would have on the 2026
mid-term elections, or on
the presidential vote two
years after that.

The Trump-Musk feud
reignited in dramatic fash-

ion late last month as Mr.
Trump pushed Republi-
cans in Congress to ram
through his massive dom-
estic agenda in the form of
the One Big Beautiful Bill.
Mr. Musk expressed

fierce opposition to the le-
gislation, and ruthlessly at-
tacked its Republican back-
ers for supporting “debt
slavery.”

He vowed to launch a
new political party to chal-
lenge lawmakers who cam-
paigned on reduced feder-
al spending only to vote for
the Bill, which experts say
will pile an extra $3.4 tril-
lion over a decade onto the
U.S. deficit.

“They will lose their
primary next year if it is
the last thing I do on this
Earth,” Mr. Musk said ear-
lier this week.

Deportation threat

After Mr. Musk heavily crit-
icised the flagship spend-
ing Bill — which eventually
passed Congress and was

signed into law - Mr.
Trump threatened to de-
port the tech tycoon and
strip federal funds from his
businesses.

“We will have to take a
look,” the President told
reporters when asked if he
would consider deporting
Mr. Musk, who was born in
South Africa and has held
U.S. citizenship since 2002.

On Friday after posting
the poll, Mr. Musk laid out
a possible political battle
plan to pick off vulnerable
House and Senate seats
and become “the deciding
vote” on key legislation.

“One way to execute on
this would be to laser-focus
on just two or three Senate
seats and 8 to 10 House dis-
tricts,” Mr. Musk posted on

X.
»

All 435 U.S. House seats
are up for grabs every two
years, while about one-
third of the Senate’s 100
members, who serve six-
year terms, are elected ev-
ery two years.

Splitting the vote

Some observers were
quick to point out how
third-party campaigns
have historically split the
vote — as businessman
Ross Perot’s independent
presidential run in 1992 did
when it helped doom Ge-
orge HW. Bush’s re-elec-
tion bid, resulting in De-
mocrat  Bill Clinton’s
victory.

“You are pulling a Ross
Perot, and I don’t like it,”
one X user wrote to Mr.
Musk.

A INX



1. Background:
e Elon Musk, billionaire and major Republican donor for the 2024 US elections, has launched a new
political party.
» The party, named 'America Party', is intended to challenge what Musk calls the 'one-party system'

dominating US politics.



2. Reasons for Launch:
» Fallout with former ally Donald Trump over:

» The massive federal spending bill, nicknamed the One Big Beautiful Bill, which adds $3.4
trillion to US debt.

« Musk's opposition to domestic spending expansion and "debt slavery."
* Musk's criticism of:

« Wasteful spending.

e Lack of fiscal discipline in the US political establishment.

» Desire to disrupt the dominance of the two-party system (Democrats and Republicans) that has

existed for nearly two centuries.



3. Key Developments:
e Musk's America Party:
« Aims to provide political alternatives and 'return freedom' to citizens.
» Poll conducted on his platform 'X":
e Over 1.2 million responses.
» Two-thirds supported a new political party.

« Shared a meme depicting a two-headed snake labelled 'End the Uniparty'.

4. Trump-Musk Fallout:
e Trump opposed Musk's criticism of the spending bill.
» Threatened:
» Deportation (Musk is originally from South Africa, a US citizen since 2002).

» Revoking federal support for Musk's businesses.



5. Political Implications:
e Midterm elections 2026:
* Musk plans to target vulnerable Senate and House seats to influence legislation.
e Third-Party Concerns:
« Historical fear of third parties splitting the conservative vote.

» Example: Ross Perot's 1992 independent run, which contributed to Bill Clinton's victory.

6. Broader Context for UPSC:
e Highlights:

Rise of outsider influence in established democracies.

Role of billionaires in politics.

Impact of third parties on electoral outcomes.

Populism and anti-establishment sentiment in Western democracies.



* Consider the following statements regarding recent political
developments in the United States:

* Elon Musk has launched a new political party called the 'America Party' in
the United States.

* The America Party is aimed at supporting the existing two-party system.

* The America Party opposes increased federal spending and promotes
fiscal conservatism.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

*A)1and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D)1,2and3




WHO3by35 ' 4
Initiative




* The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched
the 3 by 35 Initiative, aiming to reduce harmful
product consumption and generate sustainable public
revenue through targeted health taxes.




What It Is?

A global initiative to increase the real prices of tobacco, alcohol, and sugary drinks
by at least 50% by 2035 through higher taxes.

Launched By: The World Health Organization, in collaboration with global
development partners, civil society, and governments.

Objective: To reduce consumption of harmful products, improve public health,
and mobilize USS 1 trillion in additional public revenue by 2035, thereby supporting
the Sustainable Development Goals.




* The World Health Organization (WHO) has
launched the 3 by 35 Initiative, aiming to
reduce harmful product consumption and
generate sustainable public revenue
through targeted health taxes.



Variable Rate
Reverse Repo (VRRR)



* The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) conducted a X1 lakh crore 7-day Variable
Rate Reverse Repo (VRRR) auction to manage surplus liquidity, which
had peaked at X3.75 lakh crore.



* What is VRRR?

* The Variable Rate Reverse Repo (VRRR) is a monetary policy tool used by the RBI
to absorb excess liquidity from the banking system for a fixed duration, with the
interest rate determined through auction rather than being fixed.

* It allows banks to lend funds to the RBI for a period longer than one day —
typically 7, 14, or 28 days — in exchange for interest.




Word of the day

Galumph:

move around heavily and clumsily

Synonyms: bound, jump, leap, spring

Usa g€ The giant tortoises galumphed around
in their pen.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/galumphpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /gatamf/
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Thank you
guys.
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