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• Economic Implications

• Expected annual revenue effect: ₹48,000 crore (based on 2023-24 consumption).

• Aim: tax buoyancy (higher compliance + higher revenue).

• Relief to middle-class & farmers through cheaper essential goods.

• Correction of inverted duty structure:

• Fertilizers: sulphuric acid, nitric acid 18% → 5%.

• Textile sector anomalies resolved.



• GST launch (2017):

• Replaced multiple indirect taxes (excise, VAT, 
service tax).

• Constitution (101st Amendment) Act, 2016 
empowered GST.

• Article 279A: GST Council created (federal body 
of Union & States).

• Pre-GST tax regime:

• Highly fragmented; cascading effect.

• States had autonomy on VAT but led to tax 
inefficiencies.

• GST aimed to create a “One Nation, One Tax” 
framework.



GST is a cooperative 
federalism model:

• Centre + States share 
decision-making in GST 
Council.

Past debates:

• States feared loss of 
revenue; Centre 
compensates them via cess.

• Current step signals political 
consensus on simplifying 
tax.



• Global & Geographical 

• Many countries use dual or two-rate GST/VAT:

• EU nations: Standard + reduced rates (on essentials).

• ASEAN countries: often a single slab (simplified system).

• India’s large geography & diverse consumption patterns made a multi-slab GST 
necessary initially.

• 6. Broader Significance

• Supports ease of doing business by reducing complexity.

• Cheaper healthcare & insurance → supports SDG 3 (Good Health & Well-being).

• Revenue from tobacco & luxury items ensures equity in taxation (progressive taxation).

• Step towards formalisation of economy.









• Important Committees

• Kelkar Task Force (2003): First proposed GST in India.

• Vijay Kelkar & Asim Dasgupta Committee: Blueprint for GST implementation.

• Constitutional Provisions

• 101st Amendment Act, 2016 – inserted:

• Article 246A: Special power to Centre & States for GST.

• Article 269A: Levy & collection of IGST.

• Article 279A: GST Council.



• With reference to the GST reforms of 2025, consider the following statements:

• The GST Council is a constitutional body under Article 279A of the Constitution.

• Individual life and health insurance policies have been moved to the 0% slab.

• Cement will now attract 5% GST under the new system.

• A special 40% slab has been introduced for goods such as tobacco and luxury items.

• Which of the above statements are correct?

• (a) 1, 2 and 4 only

• (b) 1 and 2 only

• (c) 1, 2, 3 and 4

• (d) 2 and 4 only







• Impact on Investments

• Dropped projects ratio (dropped vs. new announcements) surged to 8.8 in Q1 2025 → 
highest since 2010.

• New project announcements:

• ₹22,490 crore in Q1 2025, ~50% higher than Q1 2024.

• Still 56% below long-term quarterly average.

• Clear indication of pessimistic investor sentiment.



• India-U.S. Trade Tensions:

• Began escalating after 2018 when U.S. imposed tariffs on steel & aluminium under Trump.

• India retaliated with tariffs on American goods like almonds, apples, walnuts.

• India’s FDI Context:

• India remains a top destination for FDI inflows (UNCTAD, 2024 → India was 3rd largest 
recipient in Asia).

• However, tariff and policy uncertainty often slow foreign participation.

• Geographical Fact:

• Major investment hubs in India include Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Delhi-
NCR.

• Political Fact:

• The issue is tied to protectionism vs. liberalization debate in global trade.



• Consider the following statements regarding India’s FDI and trade policy context:

• The data on dropped foreign projects in India is maintained by the Centre for Monitoring 
Indian Economy (CMIE).

• The ratio of dropped projects to new projects in Q1 2025 was the highest since 2010.

• India is the largest recipient of FDI inflows in Asia, according to UNCTAD 2024.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3















• India witnessed a catastrophic vulture decline (1990s–2000s), with populations of Oriental 
white-backed, long-billed, and slender-billed vultures falling by >95%.

• Cause: Veterinary use of diclofenac, later banned in 2006.

• Geographical Context

• Assam and Northeast India host significant vulture populations.

• Key sites: Kaziranga National Park (UNESCO site) and other protected areas.

• Economic & Ecological Importance

• Vultures prevent the spread of zoonotic diseases like rabies & anthrax by consuming 
carcasses.

• Their decline led to an increase in feral dog populations and human health risks, imposing 
economic costs on public health.



• Action Plan for Vulture Conservation (2020–2025): Government initiative targeting 
restoration of populations through breeding centres and safe zones.

• India is a signatory to the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), under which vulture 
protection is prioritised.



• Consider the following statements regarding Vulture Conservation in India:

• The primary reason for vulture decline in India was the use of diclofenac in veterinary 
practices.

• The first vulture conservation portal in India has been launched in Assam in collaboration 
with Gauhati University.

• Vultures are listed under Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

• Which of the above statements are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2 and 3











• The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 mandates non-discrimination in 
transport.

• Earlier, airlines were criticized for inadequate accessibility measures (e.g., cases where 
PwDs were deboarded).

• Compliance with international norms: India is a signatory to the UN Convention on 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD).

• Economic

• International Comparison

• In the US & EU, airlines are legally mandated to provide free wheelchair assistance.

• India’s move for paid access for non-disabled passengers is a unique hybrid approach.









• Israel began its nuclear programme in the 1950s, with assistance from France.

• The Dimona reactor has long been suspected of producing plutonium for Israel’s nuclear 
arsenal.

• Israel follows a policy of nuclear ambiguity—neither confirming nor denying its arsenal.

• Estimated to have 80–90 nuclear warheads (Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, 2022).







• India’s Nuclear Doctrine 

• Credible Minimum Deterrence – Maintain only the arsenal required for deterrence.

• No First Use (NFU) – Nuclear weapons used only in response to a nuclear attack on India or its 
forces.

• Non-use against Non-Nuclear States.

• Civilian Control – Retaliatory strikes authorised only by the Nuclear Command Authority.

• Massive Retaliation – Any nuclear first strike will be met with massive retaliation to inflict 
unacceptable damage.

• Response to WMDs – India may use nuclear weapons in response to chemical or biological 
attacks.

• Export Controls – Strict non-proliferation of nuclear/missile materials and technology.

• Global Commitment – Long-term goal of a nuclear weapon-free world.



• Consider the following statements regarding Israel’s nuclear programme:

• Israel is a signatory to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

• The Shimon Peres Negev Nuclear Research Center near Dimona is linked to Israel’s 
suspected nuclear weapons development.

• Israel follows a policy of nuclear ambiguity, neither confirming nor denying possession of 
nuclear weapons.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2 and 3













• Historical Trade Ties: Switzerland has been India’s key gold supplier since colonial times, 
with bullion forming a major component of bilateral trade.

• Geographical Note: Switzerland, despite being landlocked, is a global hub for banking, 
gold refining, and pharmaceutical industries.

• Economic Impact:

• Helps India attract long-term FDI.

• Potential to diversify beyond gold into pharmaceuticals, optical instruments, machinery, 
processed food.



• Consider the following statements regarding the Trade and Economic Partnership 
Agreement (TEPA) signed between India and EFTA:

• Switzerland is the largest trade partner for India within the EFTA bloc.

• The agreement includes legally binding provisions on trade and sustainable development 
for the first time in India’s FTA history.

• EFTA has granted tariff concessions on 100% of agricultural products exported from 
India.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only



The Global Peace 
Index (GPI) 2025



• The Global Peace Index (GPI) 2025 ranked Iceland as the most peaceful country, while 
India stood at 115th out of 163 nations, reflecting a modest improvement in its peace 
score.





• What it is?

• An annual ranking of countries on peacefulness.

• Covers 163 states and territories, representing 99.7% of the world’s population.

• Published by:

• The Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP), an international think tank 
headquartered in Sydney, Australia.

•

https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/institute-for-economics-and-peace/






BHARATI initiative



• The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) 
has launched the BHARATI initiative to support 100 agri-food startups and target $50 billion 
agri-food exports by 2030.

• What it is?
• BHARATI stands for Bharat’s Hub for Agritech, Resilience, Advancement and Incubation 
for Export Enablement.
• It is a national startup-support and export-acceleration platform for India’s agri-food and 
agri-tech ecosystem.
•



Objective:

Empower 100 agri-food and agri-tech startups.

Boost exports to $50 billion by 2030.

Foster innovation in agri-food production, processing, packaging, and logistics.



WBPCS mains -31th 
August 
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1) Answer Challenges in Sustaining MSMEs
1.Access to Credit
2.Technology Gap
3.Infrastructure Bottlenecks
4.Regulatory Burden
5.Skilled Workforce Shortage
6.Market Competition
Challenges in Promoting Export Trading
1.Global Uncertainty
2.High Logistics Cost
3.Quality Standards & Certification Issues
4.Exchange Rate Volatility
5.Limited Export Diversification



2)

• Immediate Measures:

• Portable Social Security:
• Implement nationwide portability for ration cards (One Nation One Ration Card) and health insurance.

• Cash Transfers:
• Direct benefit transfers during crisis situations like COVID-19 lockdown.

• Safe Housing:
• Affordable rental housing complexes (ARHCs) near industrial hubs.

• Medium & Long-Term Measures:

• Skill Mapping & Training:
• National database of migrant workers with skill records; provide upskilling in local languages.

• Employment Guarantee in Urban Areas:
• Urban equivalent of MGNREGA to ensure minimum employment.

• Health & Education Facilities:
• Mobile clinics and migrant children’s education support centres.

• Local Employment Generation:
• Strengthen rural industries and agro-based MSMEs to reduce distress migration



• Identify the potential areas where ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ or ‘Self-reliant 
India’ can be implemented immediately. (15 marks)

• Answer:
Defence Manufacturing:
• Encourage indigenisation of aircraft, submarines, drones (e.g., Tejas, INS Vikrant).

• Electronics & Semiconductors:
• PLI scheme for chip manufacturing and smartphone production.

• Renewable Energy:
• Solar panel, battery storage, and hydrogen fuel production.

• Healthcare & Pharma:
• Reduce dependence on China for Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs).

• Agriculture:
• Self-sufficiency in pulses, edible oils; promotion of organic & millet exports.

• Space & Technology:
• Private sector participation in satellite launches and space research.



• Explain the areas of success on Digital India movement. What are the 
drawbacks which must be redressed with immediate effect? (15 marks)

• Answer:
Success Areas:

• Digital Infrastructure:
• Expansion of BharatNet connecting rural areas with high-speed broadband.

• Digital Governance:
• Platforms like UMANG, DigiLocker, GSTN improving transparency.

• Financial Inclusion:
• UPI, Jan Dhan Yojana, Aadhaar-enabled payments made India world’s largest real-time 

digital payment system.

• E-Health & E-Education:
• Telemedicine and DIKSHA app supporting healthcare and education access.

• Digital Startups:
• India now has 100+ unicorns, many in fintech, edtech, and e-commerce.



• Drawbacks & Concerns:

• Digital Divide:
• Urban-rural internet gap; affordability of smartphones and data packages.

• Cybersecurity Threats:
• Rise in ransomware and phishing attacks.

• Privacy Concerns:
• Data misuse and lack of strong personal data protection framework.

• Low Digital Literacy:
• Large section of population unable to use advanced services.



• Give your opinion on the recent success achieved by India for gaining 
collective supports in international forum on issues of border disputes and 
confrontation in Ladakh. (15 marks)

• Answer:
India’s Diplomatic Success:

• Galwan Valley Tensions (2020): India highlighted China’s aggression globally.

• Quad & Indo-Pacific Strategy: Alignment with USA, Japan, Australia 
strengthened India’s position.

• UN & BRICS Platforms: India raised concerns on sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.

• European & ASEAN Support: Many countries backed India’s stand on peaceful 
settlement of disputes.

• Strengthened Defence Ties:
• Agreements with France (Rafale, submarines), Russia (S-400), USA (BECA, COMCASA).



• Write down the full form of the following abbreviations (2×5=10 
marks):

• (a) MOOC – Massive Open Online Course
(b) NABARD – National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development







Thank you ☺
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