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• “Real education makes us humble, not arrogant.” — Swami 
Vivekananda













• Legal & Regulatory Aspects

• CBDCs (issued by central banks) have legal backing as official currency.

• Private stablecoins lack such legitimacy.

•

• 8. Broader Economic Message

• India must:

• 🧭 Adapt to financial innovations.

• ⚙️ Build regulatory frameworks.

• 🧠 Remain vigilant to maintain economic sovereignty.



Topic Detail

Stablecoin
A cryptocurrency designed to minimize price 
volatility by pegging to a reserve (e.g., USDT, 
USDC).

CBDC (Central Bank Digital Currency)
Legal tender issued by the central bank in 
digital form.

RBI’s e₹ (Digital Rupee) India’s pilot CBDC project launched in 2022.

Risks of Stablecoins
Financial instability, loss of monetary control, 
illicit finance.

Global Examples
Tether (USDT), USD Coin (USDC), Diem (Meta’s 
failed project).



















• NATO Membership: Poland joined NATO in 1999, after the fall of the Soviet Union
and dissolution of the Warsaw Pact in 1991.

• Warsaw Pact Past: During the Cold War (1955–1991), Poland was a member of the 
Warsaw Pact, the Soviet-led military alliance opposing NATO.

• Post-1991 Transformation: Poland transitioned from a Soviet satellite to a Western 
ally, joining NATO (1999) and the European Union (2004).

• Defence Spending: Poland now spends >3.9% of GDP on defence, the highest in 
NATO after the US, surpassing the NATO guideline of 2%.

• Ukraine Conflict Impact: Since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine (Feb 2022), Poland has 
become a frontline state, hosting US troops, Patriot missile systems, and NATO 
battlegroups.



• NATO Pipeline System (NPS): Background

• Origin: Established in the 1950s–60s during the Cold War to ensure fuel supply for NATO 
forces in Western Europe.

• Coverage:

• 10,000+ km of pipelines

• Operates across Belgium, Germany, France, the Netherlands, and Southern Europe

• Purpose: Supplies fuel, lubricants for tanks, aircraft, and military vehicles in times of war 
or crisis.

• Management: Overseen by NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA).

• Poland’s Late Entry: Though a NATO member since 1999, Poland was not integrated into 
NPS until now due to its Warsaw Pact legacy and geopolitical geography.



Current Strategic 
Drivers

Russia Threat:

• Proximity to 
Belarus and 
Kaliningrad
(Russian 
exclave).

• Direct support 
hub for Ukraine’s 
war effort.

Energy Security:

• Russia previously 
supplied over 
70% of Poland’s 
oil and gas 
before 2022.

• Post-Ukraine 
war, Poland 
shifted to 
Norwegian 
pipelines and 
LNG imports.

Pipeline 
Expansion:

• New 300 km link 
from Germany 
to Bydgoszcz, 
NATO’s Joint 
Force Training 
Centre.

• €4.7 billion 
project by PERN
(Polish national 
pipeline 
operator).



• Cold War Era:

• NATO and Warsaw Pact maintained separate logistics networks.

• Western Europe was reliant on the NATO pipeline grid, while the Eastern bloc had its Soviet-controlled 
infrastructure.

• Post-Cold War Integration:

• After 1991, NATO expanded eastward (Poland, Czech Republic, Hungary – 1999).

• However, infrastructure integration lagged due to legacy systems and funding gaps.

• Post-2022 Ukraine War:

• NATO’s eastern flank (Poland, Romania, Baltic States) is being militarily reinforced.

• Infrastructure (pipelines, bases, logistics) now reflects frontline readiness.



• India’s Position (Comparative Insight)
• Not a NATO member, but part of QUAD and Indo-Pacific security 
partnerships.
• India is developing its own strategic fuel reserves and supply chains, 
including:

• Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) at Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, 
Padur.

• Partnerships with UAE, US, and Japan for energy security.
• India’s interest: Lessons in logistics resilience and collective defence
frameworks.
•

























Serbia is witnessing renewed 
youth protests in 2024, 

reminiscent of the Otpor 
(Resistance) movement that 
toppled authoritarian ruler 

Slobodan Milosevic in 2000.

Current protests are 
triggered by allegations of 

corruption, electoral 
manipulation, and state 

repression.











Thank you ☺


