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* “Happiness isn’t what

arrives in your life; it’s what
survives in your heart when
nothing new is happening.”
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33,000 crore lost to .
digital arrest scams,
says Supreme Court

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said more than
3,000 core had been
scammed by fraudsters
from wvictims, mostly
drawn from the elderly
population, through “dig-
tal arrests”.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant was refer
ring to a confidential re-
port submitted by the
Union government. Justice
Kant, who is the Chief Jus-
tice of India-designate, sald
the report showed that the
problem of digital arrests

Justice Kant says judicary will
Ppass strict arders to strengthen

agencies agairet the fraudsters.

crimes  originate  from
across the border and were
fashioned by “money-laun-
dering gangs™.

ital arrest of a senior citi-
zen couple in Haryana's
Ambala on the basis of
forged orders of the court
and probe agencies by
fraudsters to extort .05
crore. However, the court
was later informed that
there were numerous cas-
es across the country in
which innocent people, es-

blem is great. There is not
only a financial but also a
human angle. Gullible peo-
ple are promised employ-
ment abroad and reduced
1o the status of slaves, Cri-
minals morph the faces of
judges and muake calls with
court rooms shown as
background,” Mr. Mehta
had said.
&



Aspect

Announced by

Date

Total Fraud Estimated

Primary Victims

Nature of Scam

Details

Supreme Court of India (Bench headed by
Justice Surya Kant)

November 2025

Over 3,000 crore scammed from Indian
citizens

Elderly population, senior citizens

“Digital Arrest” — Cyber fraudsters
impersonate police/judges and threaten
victims into paying money



What Are ‘Digital Arrests’?
Digital arrest is a new form of cybercrime where:
Victims receive fake video calls from fraudsters posing as police, CBI officers, or courts.

They are told they are involved in a crime or money-laundering case.

* They are virtually “arrested” online, often forced to stay visible on camera for hours or
days.

* Victims are coerced into transferring money to “settle” or “verify” their case.

« @ Technology used:

* Artificial Intelligence (Al) for deepfake videos (fake courtrooms, police officers).
* Forged documents and fake background calls to mimic authenticity.



Body / Authority

Supreme Court

Solicitor General (Tushar Mehta)

Attorney-General R. Venkataramani

CBI (Proposed)

Action / Suggestion

Took suo motu cognisance (on its own
motion) of the issue.

Warned that the problem was larger
than expected; urged stricter laws.

Revealed that these crimes originate
overseas and are part of money-
laundering operations.

May lead a nationwide investigation into
organized “digital arrest compounds”.




& Case Origin
e The case began when a senior citizen couple from Ambala, Haryana, were blackmailed by fraudsters

using forged court orders.

e Initially extorted of 21.05 crore, their case revealed many similar scams across India.

L Impact of the Scam

Dimension Impact

Financial Over 23,000 crore defrauded in India alone.

Social Senior citizens targeted due to fear and lack of tech literacy.
Psychological Victims humiliated and traumatised through coercion and false “court

sessions”.

International Cybercriminals based abroad use Indian data and deepfake Al tools.
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e The OECD International Migration Outlook 2025 reveals a notable decline in international student
inflows to traditional destinations — the U.K., U.S., Canada, and Australia — in 2024.
e This marks the first slowdown since the post-COVID boom (2022-23) when universities saw record

admissions from abroad.

4 Causes of the Decline

Factor Explanation
%% Housing & Living Costs Surging rent prices in major university towns pushed both locals and

international students into a housing crisis.

"\ Government Policy Changes Visa restrictions, curbs on post-study work, and tightening of student
migration caps (especially in the U.K. & Canada).

¥ Inflation & Currency The strong U.S. dollar and British pound increased education costs for Asian
Fluctuations and African students.

© Local Backlash Political pressure to limit migration led to reduced student visa quotas.



Key Data Insights (OECD 2025 Report)

Chart 1 - Overall Decline

e International student inflows into OECD countries fell sharply in 2024.

e The decline was most visible in:
e 8 United Kingdom
e = United States
o I“1 Canada
o & Australia

Chart 2 - Top 20 Source Countries (2014 vs 2023)

Country Trend (2014-2023)

= India 1.72 lakh = 7.07 lakh (+310%)
@ China 7.04 lakh = 8.42 lakh (+19%)
& Nepal Significant rise

= Iran, = Korea, 11 Nigeria Stable or marginal increase

Observation

Fastest growing source globally.

Growth plateauing; share declined.

Emerging Asian source.

Limited diversification.



Chart 3 - Destination-Wise Composition (2024 vs 2019)

Dominant Student Groups

Destination (2024) Trend

= U.S. China, India, Vietnam Indian share rising; Chinese slightly falling
1 Canada India, China, Nigeria Indian share now ~40% of total inflows

88 Australia China, India, Colombia Strong competition between India & China
™ EU + EFTA India, China, U.S. Indian students now outnumber Chinese

LJ Comparative Growth (2019 - 2024)

Country % of Indian Students in Total Inflow Trend

U.K. 12% = 20% ~/ Rapid increase
U.S. 18% = ~25% ~/ Consistent growth
Canada 30%+ ~/ Still dominant
Australia 15-18% ~/ Strong comeback

China’'s share 22% = 17% ™\ Decline due to policy pushback



&) Broader Shifts

# Diversification of Study Destinations

« Non-traditional destinations (Germany, France, Japan, South Korea, Spain) are seeing steady growth.

« EU nations now favor STEM and sustainability-focused courses for global talent retention.

¢ Rise of India as a Global Academic Exporter

« Indiais now the second-largest source of international students globally after China.

» Indian students are also shifting toward Europe, UAE, and Singapore for affordability and visa

flexibility.

L Implications
Stakeholder
Destination Countries

India

Global Education Market

Impact

Short-term revenue loss from education exports; pressure on universities to
adapt policies.

Higher outflow of youth = “Brain Drain" risk, but also opportunity for diaspora
diplomacy and remittances.

Rebalancing from Anglo-Western bloc to multi-polar academic destinations
(Europe & Asia).



Global students rerouted

The charts were sourced from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)’s International Migration Outlook 2025 published on
November 3, 2025. This publication constitutes the 49th report of the OECD’s Continuous Reporting System on Migration

Chart 1: International student inflows to OECD countries, 2014-2024 (in thousands)
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Chart 2: Top 20 nationalities of international tertiary-level students enrolled in OECD countries, 2014 and 2023 (in thousands) ™ 2014 2023
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Chart 3: Inflows of international students by nationality to select OECD countries (as a % of total inflows) 2024 W 2019
United Kingdom United States EU27/EFTA
China China India
India India China
Pakistan Vietnam U.S.
50 0 10 20 30 40
0 5 10 15 20 25 30
Australia
India China Across the 27 EU countries, plus Iceland, Norway,
Switzerland and Liechtenstein, Indian students in
China India 2024 outnumbered Chinese students, flipping the
pattern from 2019
Nigeria Colombia Note: Data for China includes Chinese Taipei and
. L ' : s L L 1 ;  Hong Kong. Australian, Canadian and Japanese data
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Trump justifies decision to restart
nuke tests; says Pak., China doing it

President says the U.S. must test its weapons on an ‘equal basis’ with rival powers to ensure reliability; the U.S. has not held

a nuclear detonation test since 1992, although it continues to test missile systems capable of carrying nuclear warheads

Press Trust of Indi
WASHINGTON

akistan and China
P are among the
countries which

are testing nuclear wea-
pons, U.S. President Do-
nald Trump has said to jus-
tify his administration’s
plans to resume testing of
the U.S.s nuclear assets af-
ter a gap of over three
decades.

Ahead of his meeting
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping last week, Mr.
Trump announced that the
U.S. will start testing nu-
clear weapons on an
“equal basis” with rival
powers.

In an interview with CBS
News’ Norah O’Donnell on

Aerial address: Donald Trump speaks to presspersons on board
Air Force One on his way back to the White House on Sunday. Ap

Sunday, the U.S. President
named Russia, China,
North Korea and Pakistan
as the countries testing nu-
clear weapons.

“Russia’s testing, and
China’s testing, but they

don’t talk about it. You
know, we’re an open socie-
ty. We're different. We talk
about it... We're gonna
test, because they test and
others test,” Mr. Trump
said.

“And certainly North
Korea’s been testing. Pakis-
tan’s been testing,” he
asserted.

Shortly before meeting
Mr. Xi in South Korea on
Thursday last, Mr. Trump
said on social media that
the U.S. will resume testing
nuclear weapons for the
first time in three decades.

Mr. Trump claimed
some of the countries con-
ducting tests of their nu-
clear weapons do not ack-
nowledge them.

“They don’t go and tell
you about it. You don’t ne-
cessarily know where
they’re testing. They test
way under — underground,
where people don’t know
exactly what’s happening
with the test,” he said.

Last week, Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin said
that Russia had tested a Po-
seidon  nuclear-capable
super torpedo.

In his remarks, Mr.
Trump strongly justified
his decision to restart the
process for testing nuclear
weapons, saying testing
was necessary to ensure
the reliability of the wea-
pons. “You make nuclear
weapons, and then you
don’t test. How are you
gonna know if they work?”
he said.

According to U.S. media
reports, the U.S. military
regularly tests its missiles
that are capable of deliver-
ing a nuclear warhead, but
it has not detonated the
weapons since 1992.




e U.S. President Donald Trump has announced that the United States will resume testing nuclear
weapons after a gap of more than 30 years (since 1992).
e The move is being justified on the grounds of maintaining “strategic parity” with China, Russia,

Pakistan, and North Korea, who, Trump claimed, are already testing such weapons.

& Background: U.S. Nuclear Testing History

Year [ Phase Event / Policy

1945 First nuclear test “Trinity” under Manhattan Project

1945-1992 1,054 nuclear tests conducted by the U.S.

1992 Last test conducted at Nevada Test Site

1996 Signed Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) (but not ratified by
u.s.)

Post-1992 Conducted only subcritical & computer-simulated tests to maintain arsenal

reliability



Country

Russia

China

Pakistan

North Korea

Recent Developments

President Vladimir Putin confirmed test of Poseidon —
a nuclear-capable underwater torpedo.

Accused by U.S. of “low-yield” testing at Lop Nur site
(denied by China).

Conducts missile tests capable of carrying nuclear
warheads.

Last nuclear test in 2017, but continued missile and
reactor activity.



Area Possible Impact
Arms Control Erodes trust in treaties like CTBT & NPT.

Could restart Cold War—style nuclear

Strategic Stability escalation

Adds tension ahead of diplomatic talks

U.S.—China Relations with Xi Jinping.

May embolden Pakistan to justify new

South Asia .
tests; pressures India to respond.



Big win for Vias SC allows
govt torevisit full AGR dues

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, November 3

THE SUPREME COURT on
Monday cleared the airoverthe
scope of its earlier order in the
adjusted gross revenue (AGR)
case, affirming that the
government is free to compre-
hensively reassessand reconcile
allAGR dues of Vodafone Idea

uptofinandial
ELEERE year2016-17.
T DEPT The clarifi-
WITHDRAWS cation effec-
“C:STS‘ECR tively  ends
AGAINsTY; days  of
confusion over

PAGE 4 whether the

relief extended
to the entire dues or only
the additional ¥9,449-crore

demand raised by the
department of telecommuni-
cations (DoT).

In its clarification order, the
apex court said that the prayer
in Vodafone Idea’s petition
sought relief not only on the
additional demand but also for
a comprehensive reassessment
ofallduesuptoFY17.Thebench
said there was no impediment

RELIEF RALLY

Vodafone Idea
Intra-day (%), Nov 3

m With interest, penalties,

& interest on penalties

¥83,400 cr

202 m Total liabilities including
= AGR spectrum & other dues
05 (AN ¥2 lakh cr 9.54
judgment ®m Annual '
9.4 ¥58,254 cr payments due '/
from March 2026
" 318,000cr [
: 9.28%
| * Previous close
Open Close

to the government reviewing
both aspects, given the peculiar
circumstances of the case,
including its own equity hold-
ing in the company and the
wider public interest involved.
This clarification now
allows the government to
revisit the computation of all
duesarising from the AGR dis-
pute, and not just the incre-
mental amount that had trig-
gered the current litigation.

The need for clarity arose
after the court’s October 27
orderwaswidely interpreted as
permitting the government to
reassess Vodafone Idea’s
entire AGR liability. However,
when the detailed text of that
order was uploaded two days
later, on October 29, it
appeared to confine the relief
only to the additional ¥9,449-
crore demand raised by the
DoT. That interpretation nar-

rowed the scope of review and
prompted Vodafone Idea to
seck a clarification from the
court,supported by the Centre.
Monday’s clarification
removes that ambiguity.

With the confusion
resolved, the government
can now comprehensively
rework the company’sduesup
toFY17.

Continued on Page 10



« The Supreme Court (SC) on November 3, 2025, clarified its earlier order in the Adjusted Gross
Revenue (AGR) case.

« The Court said the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) can revisit, reassess, and reconcile
all AGR dues of Vodafone Idea Ltd. (Vi) up to FY 2016-17.

» This clarification ended days of confusion about whether the review was limited to a 29,449 crore

incremental demand or the entire AGR computation.

2 Background: AGR Dispute Explained

Aspect Details

What is AGR? Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) is the revenue used to calculate telecom
operators’ license fees and spectrum usage charges payable to the

government.

Core Issue Whether non-telecom revenues (like rent, interest, and profit on sale of
assets) should be included in AGR.

2019 Supreme Court Ruling Favored the government — held that AGR includes both telecom and non-
telecom revenues.

Impact Massive dues on operators — mainly Vodafone Idea and Bharti Airtel.



Parameter Amount / Status
AGR dues fixed by SC (2020) X58,254 crore

Total liabilities (with interest,

) ~X2 lakh crore
penalties, spectrum, etc.)

Interest, penalty & interest-on-

83,400 crore
penalty

Annual payments due (from March

2026) 18,000 crore per year



Stakeholder

Vodafone Idea (Vi)

Government (DoT)

Investors

Telecom Sector

Implication

Gains time and opportunity for
reassessment, potentially reducing payable
dues.

Can review past computations and address
revenue accounting errors.

mproved confidence — clarity on future
labilities.

Relief from prolonged uncertainty;
supports financial stability of operators.



Word of the day

Solicitous:

full of anxiety and concern; showing hovering
attentiveness

Usa ge: He was solicitous about her health.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/solicitouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /sa'lisitas/
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