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DECISION 2026

West Bengal (294* seats)
2021
e 9247%°
Turnout in%, *provisional figure
- TMC:220
BIP:T1
-Cong:1
Others: 2
Tamil Nadu (234 seats)
202
2026
DMK+
158
@ AIADMK#:
69
~——— Vacant:7
Assam (126 seats)
2021
2026
BIP+:74
Cong+:28
~— AIUDF:15
}— — Others: 7
' Vacant:2
Kerala (140 seats)
2021
2026
LDF: 94
UDF: 42
— Vacant: 4

*Full repoll will be held in Falta seat on May 21;
voter turnout excluding postal ballots: Source:

ECL statistical reparts, state Assemblies
————————————————————————————————
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India sends Army
team to Cambodia
for joint exercise

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Army has dis-
patched a 120-member
contingent for the second
edition of the India-Cam-
bodia Joint Military Exer-
cise CINBAX-II 2026, sche-
duled from May 4 to 17 in
Kampong Speu Province,
Cambodia. The exercise

will take place at the Royal
Cambodian Air Force
Training Centre.

According to the De-
fence Ministry, the exer-
cise, conducted under the
framework of the UN Char-
ter’s Chapter VII mandate,
will focus on company-le-
vel joint operations in a
sub-conventional environ-
ment.

The Indian contingent,
primarily drawn from a
battalion of the Maratha
Light Infantry Regiment,
will train alongside 160
personnel from the Royal
Cambodian Army, it ad-
ded. It also said the exer-
cise will centre on counter-
terrorism operations
aligned with real-world UN
peacekeeping scenarios.

The Indian contingent is mainly
from a battalion of the Maratha
Light Infantry Regiment. ANI

CINBAX-II aims to boost
interoperability, coordina-
tion, and operational syn-
ergy between the two forc-
es. It will also serve as a
platform to exchange best
practices and share opera-
tional experiences, partic-
ularly in semi-urban com-
bat environments.

The exercise under-
scores the growing defence
ties between India and
Cambodia and is expected
to deepen bilateral rela-
tions while enhancing joint
capabilities to address re-
gional and global security
challenges.



Why in News | CINBAX-Il 2026 — India-Cambodia Exercise |

120

Indian Army contingent
(Maratha Light Infantry
Regiment)

160

Royal Cambodian Army
personnel training
alongside India

May 4-17

CINBAX-II dates;
Kampong Speu Province,
Cambodia

2nd
Edition

CINBAX = India-Cambodia
Bilateral Army Exercise;

2nd edition

Ch.Vii

UN Charter Chapter VI
Framework — Peace
& Security

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — §%T fa® T Y@ fAPTH (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

. Indian Army dispatched 120-member contingent for CINBAX-Il 2026 — second
edition of India-Cambodia Joint Military Exercise

J Dates: May 4-17, 2026; Location: Kampong Speu Province, Cambodia; Venue:
Royal Cambodian Air Force Training Centre

J Indian contingent primarily from Maratha Light Infantry Regiment; trains
alongside 160 personnel from Royal Cambodian Army

. Exercise conducted under UN Charter Chapter VIl mandate (Peace and
Security)

. Focus: Company-level joint operations in sub-conventional environment;
counter-terrorism operations aligned with real-world UN peacekeeping
scenarios

J Obijectives: Boost interoperability, coordination, operational synergy;

exchange best practices; share operational experiences in semi-urban combat
environments

J Significance: Underscores growing defence ties between India and Cambodia;
deepens bilateral relations and joint capabilities for regional and global
security
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Cambodia, UN Chapter VIl & India's Defence Diplomacy |

CAMBODIA — GEOGRAPHY & PROFILE UN CHARTER CHAPTER VIl — KEY FACTS

Official name: Kingdom of Cambodia; Capital: Phnom Penh; Currency: UN Charter has 19 chapters + 111 Articles

Cambodian Riel (KHR) . Chapter VI (Articles 33-38): Pacific Settlement of Disputes — calls for
J Location: Southeast Asia; borders Thailand (W), Laos (N), Vietnam (E), Gulf of negotiation, mediation, arbitration

Thailand (S) . Chapter VII (Articles 39-51): Action with respect to Threats to the Peace —
. Major river: Mekong River (flows through Cambodia); Tonle Sap = largest authorises UN to use collective force

freshwater lake in SE Asia J Chapter VIl key: Under Chapter VII, UN Security Council can authorise military
. Major landmark: Angkor Wat — world's largest Hindu temple complex (later force (peacekeeping missions, sanctions)

Buddhist); UNESCO World Heritage Site . India and UN Peacekeeping: India is one of the LARGEST troop contributors to
. Member: ASEAN (1999); ASEM; UN; RCEP; Former French colony until 1953 UN Peacekeeping Missions (UNPKM); 2.5 lakh+ troops deployed historically
. PM: Hun Manet (since 2023); ASEAN rotating chair . CINBAX aligned with Chapter VII = training for actual UN peacekeeping/peace

enforcement scenarios

MARATHA LIGHT INFANTRY REGIMENT INDIA-CAMBODIA RELATIONS & ASEAN CONTEXT

One of the oldest and most decorated infantry regiments of the Indian India-ASEAN FTA (2009): India's Act East Policy links India to ASEAN; Cambodia
Army is ASEAN member

o Raised: 1768; Origins trace to Maratha Empire military forces under J India provides development assistance to Cambodia; Buddhist cultural ties;
Peshwa Angkor Wat in Indian consciousness

. India's Act East Policy (2014): Deepening engagement with Southeast Asia —
bilateral exercises key element

J ASEAN founded 1967 (Bangkok Declaration); 10 members; ASEAN-India
Summit annually

J Battle honours: Kargil War (Operation Vijay 1999), multiple UN
Peacekeeping operations in Congo, Lebanon, Sudan
J HQ: Belgaum (Belagavi), Karnataka

* Regiment's motto: Yash Siddhis’ (Victory through valour and honour) . India has joint exercises with many ASEAN nations: Singapore (SIMBEX-Navy),

¢ Part of Army Training Command (ARTRAC) battalion; selected for Vietnam (bilateral), Thailand (Maitree), Indonesia (Garuda), Myanmar (IM-
CINBAX-II BEX)
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PYQs & MCQ Practice — CINBAX / Cambodia / Military Exercises |

CONFIRMED PYQs (UPSC/CDS/NDA/SSC/BANK) — H@ PYQ

UPSC Pre 2023: Maratha Light Infantry Regiment HQ is at? ANS: Belgaum (Belagavi), Karnataka

CDS 2024: UN Charter Chapter VIl authorises? ANS: Use of collective force for threats to peace

UPSC Pre 2022: India-Thailand joint exercise 'Maitree' is a? ANS: Army exercise | NDA 2023: Angkor Wat is located in? ANS: Cambodia

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/CDS/NDA PATTERN) MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

e Q. CINBAX-Il 2026 is the joint military e Q. Consider statements about CINBAX-II 2026:

. . . o 1. It is the second edition of India-Cambodia Joint
exercise between India and which Military Exercise

country? e 2. Indian contingent is from Maratha Light Infantry
e (a)Vietnam Regiment
e (b) Thailand . ?r.alrtni;v(\:/grr\I?ucted under UN Charter Chapter VI

¢ (C) CambOd.'a e 4. Venue is Royal Cambodian Air Force Training Centre
e (d)Indonesia e (a)1,2,4 (b)2,3,4(c)1,3,4 (d)1,2,3,4



10 Revision + Mains Angles — CINBAX-Il / India-Cambodia |

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI) MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY + INTERVIEW

1. CINBAX-1l 2026: India-Cambodia Joint Military Exercise; 2nd
edition; May 4-17

2. Venue: Royal Cambodian Air Force Training Centre, Kampong
Speu Province, Cambodia

3. Indian contingent: 120 members; Maratha Light Infantry
Regiment

4. Cambodia side: 160 personnel from Royal Cambodian Army
5. Framework: UN Charter Chapter VII; focus: counter-
terrorism, semi-urban combat, peacekeeping
1. CINBAX-I 2026: HRd-d Igad I
IRPRT; 4-17 TS

2. ®’[: Royal Cambodian Air Force Training Centre, Kampong
Speu

3. YRA Ga: 120 Ya&; FRIGT ATEC Shel e

4. HEISTT: Royal Cambodian Army & 160 STA

5. UN Charter Chapter VII; W—ﬁﬁiﬁ, G{?f-%ﬁ Y,
Tl &

ST, Xl

GS-2 (IR): India-ASEAN relations; Act East Policy; India's defence
diplomacy with Southeast Asia; UN Peacekeeping

GS-3 (Security): India's joint military exercises framework;
interoperability and regional security; sub-conventional warfare
GS-2 (Polity): UN Charter structure (Ch.VI vs VII); India's role in
UN Peacekeeping; India as consistent troop contributor

Static GK: Cambodia — Capital Phnom Penh; Angkor Wat
(UNESCO WHS); ASEAN member 1999; Mekong River; Tonle Sap
lake

Essay: 'India's Act East Policy: From Look East to Act East —
deepening strategic partnerships'

Interview: 'India and Cambodia conducted CINBAX-II. How does
this reflect India's Act East Policy and strategic interests in SE
Asia?"

GS-2: URA-ASEAN; Act East HiTdl; UN RTifdl &

GS-3: Tgad T 31; U-URURD J&
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Mission Drishti, world’s first

OptoSAR satellite, launched

Mission Drishti, the world’s first OptoSAR satellite
developed by the Bengaluru-based space start-up
GalaxEye has been successfully launched on
Sunday aboard a Falcon 9 by SpaceX from
Vandenberg, California. Weighing 190 kilograms,
it is India’s largest privately developed earth
observation satellite. “It is the first satellite
globally to integrate Electro-Optical (EO) and
Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) sensors into a
single operational platform, enabling all-weather,
day-and-night imaging capabilities. This
approach addresses long-standing limitations of
conventional systems and enables more reliable
and consistent data acquisition across diverse
environmental conditions,” GalaxEye said.




Why in News | Mission Drishti — World's First OptoSAR Satellite | o< A | e ey — Jgdl OptoSAR

World

1 190 kg Falcon 9 GalaxEye OptoSAR

First globally to integrate India's largest privately Launched aboard Bengaluru-based space Optical + Synthetic
EO + SAR in single developed earth observation SpaceX Falcon 9 from start-up — developer Aperture Radar —
operational platform satellite Vandenberg, California of Mission Drishti new satellite class

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — §3T fa® T Y@ fABTH (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

. Mission Drishti — world's first OptoSAR satellite — developed by Bengaluru- o '&l’!{l:[ %’@ — ﬁ%[a?[ Ug il OptoSAR a%?ﬂgf = W @jﬁ

based space start-up GalaxEye &Hﬁ\r&[ E-rcf_&rq GalaxEye GRI
. Successfully launched aboard SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from Vandenberg Space . Vandenb S = B Calif . @ S X Eal 9 TR
Force Base, California anden e‘r_g pgce orce base, Lalltornia pace alcon
J Weighs 190 kg — India's largest privately developed earth observation SEANRIRCEZNIES
satellite e TO: 190 kg — HRA DT oY <1 {51 U J fasmRid gad
. g)ptthAR Zworldls fliars(':l sat:ﬂi;i to integrate Elzlclflrgl:?ptical (EO) |AN|D f 31qq1-\|q«>.-| REPE
ynthetic Aperture Radar sensors into a operational platform _ ) . 3ﬁ? .
. Capability: All-weather, day-and-night imaging — EO for optical clarity; SAR to * OptOS%F;ﬁ%ectroé)%l%?%?é . nSynthetlg Apert.[%{e Radar
penetrate clouds, darkness, and all weather (SAR) =7 J Qeplepdl - dldl] d I
. Addresses long-standing limitation of conventional satellites: EO-only Uodl Hcdl

C
satellites blind at night/in clouds; SAR-only satellites cannot capture optical ° &HdI: H‘]-ﬁ %w’ IEH_Q [d gﬂ'%ﬂ'[ — dlqd, 3—[‘3% &ﬁ?ﬂ‘]—ﬂ
colour detail Wﬁm
. Impact: More reliable and consistent data acquisition across diverse W G.q_qa W @Iﬂ ST
environmental conditions — useful for defence, agriculture, disaster ¢ ﬁ . ﬁ . %
management, urban planning o %qd“h &, w, STYGT UdY, Q'Bil f[ &m



EO vs SAR vs OptoSAR Technology & India's Space Ecosystem | EO d<TH SAR d-TH OptoSAR dop-I® 3R HRd BT \?ri?lﬁ&f

GES

m EOO(E:ectIro- “ OptoSAR [¥) Space sector opened to private players: IN-SPACe (Indian National Space
ptical) Promotion and Authorisation Centre) — est. 2020 under Dept. of Space

Works at night? J Space Amendments to FDI: 100% FDI allowed in satellite manufacturing
(automatic route)
Works in . NewSpace India Limited (NSIL): Commercial arm of ISRO for private sector
No Yes Yes .
clouds? collaboration
J GalaxEye: IIT Madras incubated; Bengaluru HQ; part of India's new private
Colour imagery? Yes (vivid) Limited Yes space ecosystem
_ o . J Other Indian private space start-ups: Skyroot (Vikram rocket), Agnikul Cosmos
Resolution High visual Medium Best of both (Agnibaan), Dhruva Space, Pixxel (hyperspectral)
India examples ST RISAT-1.2 YT J India now 6th country in space with significant private space sector
ISRO's EO satellites: IRS (Indian Remote Sensing) series, Cartosat series SpaceX: Founded by Elon Musk (2002); HQ Hawthorne, California; world's
(optical), RISAT series (SAR) most active rocket launcher
. Cartosat-3: 25 cm resolution — one of world's sharpest commercial imaging . Falcon 9: Partially reusable 2-stage rocket; most frequently launched orbital
satellites rocket in history
. RISAT-1, RISAT-2: Synthetic Aperture Radar satellites — all-weather . Vandenberg Space Force Base: Located in California; used for polar and sun-
surveillance synchronous orbit launches
J RESOURCESAT, OCEANSAT, SARAL: specialised earth observation . India's commercial satellite launches: ISRO uses PSLV; increasingly using
. National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC), Hyderabad: Processes and foreign rockets (SpaceX, Ariane) for private payloads
distributes satellite data . India's Space Policy 2023: Enables private sector to design, build, launch and

. Mission Drishti surpasses ISRO's own capabilities by combining EO+SAR in one operate satellites



PYQs & MCQ Practice — Space / Satellites / ISRO | PYQ 3R McQ | 3fdfYel / SUUT / ISRO

CONFIRMED PYQs (UPSC/SSC/BANK) — Gf¥ pyQ

UPSC Pre 2023: SAR (Synthetic Aperture Radar) satellites are useful because? ANS: They can image through clouds and at night (all-weather, day-night capability)

UPSC Pre 2024: IN-SPACe was established to? ANS: Promote and authorise private sector participation in space activities

SSC CGL 2022: SpaceX was founded by? ANS: Elon Musk | UPSC 2022: RISAT series satellites use which technology? ANS: SAR (Synthetic Aperture Radar)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/SSC PATTERN) MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

e Q. Mission Drishti, launched in 2026, is . ?-If?”;iderlStatjnt:e:‘;;gbwt 'Vlissfii” Drii:tiib y
. . . L . IS aevelope as part or ItS ear opservation
described as the world's first satellite to: HE >

] ] . programme
e (a) Use nuclear propulsion in low Earth orbit 2. It is India's largest privately developed earth observation

e (b) Integrate Electro-Optical (EO) and Synthetic satellite ?t 190hkgd | f o
Aperture Radar (SAR) ina single platform . 3. It was launched on SpaceX Falcon 9 from Vandenberg,

California
e (c) Achieve resolution below 10 cm for civilian 4. OptoSAR combines Electro-Optical and SAR sensors

use o (@)1,2,3 (b)2,3,4 (c)1,3,4 (d)1,2,3,4

e (d) Operate entirely on solar power without
batteries



10 Revision + Mains Angles — Mission Drishti / Space | 10 H‘R’Iﬁﬁl + H’@[T\&&IT | freref®

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI) MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY + INTERVIEW

1. Mission Drishti: World's first OptoSAR satellite; integrates EO
+ SAR in single platform

2. Developed by GalaxEye (Bengaluru space start-up; IIT Madras
incubated)

3. Launched on SpaceX Falcon 9 from Vandenberg, California

4. Weight: 190 kg — India's largest privately developed earth
observation satellite

5. Capability: All-weather, day-and-night imaging; overcomes
limitations of EO-only and SAR-only satellites

1. fPr=1T EfB: fa% &1 U8 TN OptoSAR; EO + SAR UIghd

2. GalaxEye (STIQ®; IIT ALY 3]SI S) gRI fdpid

3. Vandenberg, California I Falcon 9 R Al

4. 9S: 190 kg — HRA o1 Gl 97 {451 gt s{aadin
3Ulg
%Hmﬁﬁm f&-7d SARHT — URuRe HiHTef @l gr el

GS-3 (S&T): India's private space sector; IN-SPACe; Space Policy 2023;
OptoSAR technology; earth observation applications (defence,
agriculture, disaster)

GS-3 (Economy): Start-up ecosystem; deep tech funding; space
economy (global $630B by 2030 — SpaceX, OneWeb); India's space
economy target $44B by 2033

GS-2 (Governance): Space regulation; FDI in space; IN-SPACe vs ISRO
division of roles

GS-3 (Defence): Dual-use of satellite technology; all-weather
surveillance; strategic intelligence gathering

Essay: 'From ISRO to start-ups: India's space sector democratisation
and the new era of commercial space'

Interview: 'GalaxEye launched the world's first OptoSAR satellite.
How does this reflect India's evolving space ecosystem?"

GS-3: S&T — OptoSAR; IN- SPACe Space Policy 2023

G5-3: VTTRIT — TIS-31; e STTaRT $44B TET 2033
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South Korean women
dethrone China

UBER CUP

Sports Bureau

South Korean women
stunned China to reclaim
the Uber Cup, for the first
time in four years, after a
3-1 victory in the summit
clash at Horsens on Sun-
day. Korea won its third

crown after the triumphs in
2010 and 2022.

The results: Uber Cup: Final:

South Korea bt China 3-1 (An
Se-young bt Wang Zhi Yi 21-10,
21-13; Lee So-hee & Jeong
Na-eun lost to Liu Sheng Shu and
Tan Nin 15-21, 12-21; Kim Ga-eun
bt Chen Yu Fei 21-19, 21-15; Kim
Hye-jeong & Baek Ha-na bt Jia Yi
Fan & Zhang Shu Xian 16-21,
21-10,21-13.

A IN-X



Why in News | Uber Cup 2026 — South Korea wins | o<1 § 1 | Uber Cup 2026 — EfEFUTﬁﬁ'QT\_rﬂ?IT

3rd An

3-1 . 4 years Horsens
Title Se-young
South Korea beat China Korea's 3rd Uber Cup First time in four World No.1 South Korean Venue: Horsens,
in final at Horsens, championship years South Korea badminton star led Denmark — Uber Cup
Denmark (2010, 2022, 2026) reclaims the title Korea's triumph 2026 host city

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — §3T fa® T Y@ fABTH (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

. South Korean women's badminton team stunned China to reclaim . afémﬁf{qﬁrr%wé@ﬁﬁzﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁ gRIh R dIR HId

the Uber Cup for the first time in four years dlq Uber Cup YH: Gﬂ?ﬂ
e South Korea bt China 3-1 in the summit clash at Horsens, Denmark e  CIYUTHINAT A Horsens, Denmark B IS H 91 Bl 3-1 9

o Match results: An Se-young bt Wang Zhi Yi 21-10, 21-13; Lee So-hee B
e T UNUMH: An Se-young I Wang zhi Yi &1 21-10, 21-13 9

& Jeong Na-eun lost 15-21, 12-21; Kim Ga-eun bt Chen Yu Fei 21-19,
21-15; Kim Hye-jeong & Baek Ha-na bt Jia Yi Fan & Zhang Shu Xian EXT: Kim Ga-eun = Chen Yu Fei Eblf 21-19, 21-15 a; ) e
jeong & Baek Ha-na e[ﬂ'rl?‘f\_rﬂ?ﬂ

16-21, 21-10, 21-13

J Korea's third Uber Cup title — after victories in 2010 and 2022 ﬂ
. An Se-young (World No.1) was the star performer — beat former ¢ WW Uber Cup @W — 2010 G-ﬁT 2022 %a'l_c{
world champion and Olympic gold medallist Chen Yu Fei's partner ° An Se-young (%%[W 1) f{ Q. IR Wm
Wang Zhi Yi e  Uber Cup=mﬁm&m@qa€&|ﬂﬂﬂw
. Uber Cup = prestigious women's international badminton team — Qﬁl@ﬁ@?ﬁrﬁ%ﬂqwaﬁ
championship — traditionally dominated by China . Eﬂ?ﬁf@ﬁﬁ@ﬁwa@w
. China had won the Uber Cup most times historically; Korea

dethroning them is a significant upset



Uber Cup, Thomas Cup & Badminton World Federation (BWF) | Uber Cup, Thomas Cup 3N BWF

UBER CUP — COMPLETE PROFILE THOMAS CUP — MEN'S EQUIVALENT

Official name: BWF Uber Cup — International Badminton Federation . Thomas Cup = BWF International Badminton Federation Men's World Team
Women's World Team Championship Championship

. Started: 1956-57 (inaugural); named after Betty Uber (English badminton J Started: 1948-49; named after Sir George Thomas (English badminton
player who donated the trophy in 1956) champion who donated trophy)

. Frequency: Held every 2 years . Most titles: Indonesia (14 titles); China (10 titles); Malaysia (5 titles)

. Most titles: China (15 titles — dominant force in women's badminton); Japan . India Thomas Cup 2022: India won Thomas Cup for FIRST TIME in history
(6 titles); USA (1) (beat Indonesia 3-0 in final) — historic

J South Korea's titles: 2010, 2022, 2026 — third title J India's Uber Cup: India has won Uber Cup —

J Held alongside Thomas Cup (men's equivalent) — same year, often same
venue J 2022: India won Thomas Cup (historic first) and Uber Cup same year — dual

glory

BWF (Badminton World Federation): HQ Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; founded Badminton Association of India (BAIl): Founded 1934; affiliated to BWF and
1934 as IBF; renamed BWF in 2006 BCA (Badminton Confederation of Asia)

. Major BWF tournaments: All England, World Championships, Olympic J PV Sindhu: First Indian woman to win consecutive Olympic medals — Silver
badminton, Thomas Cup, Uber Cup, Sudirman Cup (mixed), BWF World Tour 2016 Rio, Bronze 2020 Tokyo; World Champion 2019

. Sudirman Cup: Mixed team championship; started 1989 . Saina Nehwal: Bronze 2012 London Olympics; former World No.1

J Badminton at Olympics: Included since 1992 Barcelona Olympics; events — . India Thomas Cup 2022: Historic win; Lakshya Sen, Kidambi Srikanth, Chirag
MS, WS, MD, WD, XD Shetty-Satwik pair

. An Se-young: South Korean WS star; World No.1; known for high speed and J Satwik-Chirag: World No.1 doubles pair; 2023 World Championship finalists
deceptive play J India National Badminton Academy: SAI (Sports Authority of India) funded;

. India in badminton: PV Sindhu (2 Olympic medals), Lakshya Sen, Kidambi Hyderabad and Bengaluru centres

Srikanth, Saina Nehwal (2012 Olympic bronze)



PYQs & MCQ Practice — Uber Cup / BWF / Badminton | PYQ 3R MCQ | Uber Cup / BWF/aGﬁiE?

CONFIRMED PYQs (UPSC/SSC/BANK/RAILWAY) — Tf¥ PYQ

SSC CGL 2023: BWF Headquarters is located at? ANS: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

UPSC Pre 2024: India won the Thomas Cup for the first time in? ANS: 2022 (beat Indonesia 3-0 in final)

Bank PO 2023: PV Sindhu won Silver at which Olympics? ANS: 2016 Rio | SSC 2022: Uber Cup is associated with which sport? ANS: Badminton (Women's team)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (SSC/BANK PATTERN) MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

. Q. Consider statements about Uber Cup and Thomas Cup:
¢ Q The U be r CU p 2026 Was won by . 1. Uber Cup is the women's badminton team championship; Thomas Cup

: P is men's
WhICh Country ) . 2. India won the Thomas Cup for the first time in 2022
1 o 3. Both cups are named after badminton champions who donated the

o

(a ) Ch Ina respective trophies
PY b Japan . 4. BWF headquarters is in Singapore

( ) p * (@)1,2,3 (b)2,3,4 (c)1,2,4 (d)1,2,3,4
[ ] (C) | N d ia J ANS: (a) 1, 2 and 3 — BWF HQ is in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (NOT

Singapore)

L (d) SO uth KO rea . Statement 4 wrong — BWF HQ = Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia



10 Revision + Mains Angles — Uber Cup / Badminton | 10 mﬁ[ + H'@tl'\ﬁ&ﬂ | Uber Cup

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI) MAINS / INTERVIEW / STATIC GK ANGLES

1. South Korea won Uber Cup 2026, beating China 3-1 at
Horsens, Denmark

2. Korea's 3rd Uber Cup title: 2010, 2022, 2026; first win in 4
years

3. Uber Cup = BWF Women's International Badminton Team
Championship; started 1956-57

4. Thomas Cup = Men's equivalent; India won historic FIRST
Thomas Cup in 2022

5. BWF HQ: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; founded 1934 as IBF;
renamed BWF 2006

1. GI&UT DHINTT = Uber Cup 2026 SIdT; I &I 3-1 T AT,

Horsens, Denmark

2. HINIT BT ARIRT Uber Cup: 2010, 2022, 2026

3. Uber Cup = BWF Afgdl ¢1H JfRIgRIY; 1956-57 H Y&

4. Thomas Cup = T8 YH®E; YRd 1 2022 H T8I ugal
SR Sirdr

5. BWF HQ: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; 1934 H IBF & &0 H

T

Sports GK (all exams): Uber Cup (women, 1956), Thomas Cup
(men, 1948), Sudirman Cup (mixed, 1989); BWF HQ Kuala
Lumpur

PV Sindhu: Silver (2016 Rio) + Bronze (2020 Tokyo) — first
Indian woman with consecutive Olympic medals; World
Champion 2019

Saina Nehwal: Bronze 2012 London — first Indian woman
Olympic badminton medal; former World No.1

India Thomas Cup 2022: Kidambi Srikanth, Lakshya Sen, Satwik-
Chirag; beat Indonesia 3-0

Badminton at Olympics since 1992 (Barcelona); events: MS, WS,
MD, WD, Mixed Doubles

GS-4 Ethics angle: Sports as soft power; women's achievement
in sports; role of coaches and infrastructure

3R A HRA I soft owerm%w%| PV Sindhu 311
p &Il 82!

HRd &1 defticd Thad 39 &d

Sports GK: BWF HQ KL; Uber (IF%ET); Thomas (J®U); Sudirman
(I%II%\IEI)



o DEFENCE

Why India’s new helicopter-launched naval missile ‘hits different’

Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, May 3

LAST WEEK, the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and
the Indian Navy successfully test-launched
a salvo of short-range anti-ship missiles
from a helicopter off the Odisha coast.
These indigenously developed missiles,
called the Naval Anti-Ship Missile Short
Range (NASM-SR), areto bedeployed from
ship-borne helicopters.

This was the platform’s first successful
salvo test — multiple launches in quick
succession — wherein two such missiles
were launched from the same chopper.
While the Navy already has helicopter-
launched missiles, the NASM-SR offers a
potential upgrade.

Role of the missiles

A helicopter-launched system, such as
NASM-SR, allows a navy to engage hostile
vessels from a safe distance.

The Indian Navy already possesses the
British-origin Sea Eagle anti-ship missile,
which it has equipped its Sea King 42B heli-

copterswith. Stationed on ships, these heli-
copters can take off, strike a target from a
relatively close range, and then return to
the ship.

The Sea Eagles are 1980s-era missiles,
lacking many modern capabilities. One of
its key issues was its weight: asingle missile
weighs around 580 kg.

In the early 2010s, the DRDO began
working on a lighter, modern, and home-
grown missile that could be carried in
higher numbersin helicopters. The NASM-
SR’s first successful flight test was con-
ducted in May 2022,

Anatomy of the missile

The NASM-SR uses a solid propulsion
booster rocket that gives the missile its first
thrust and a long-burn sustainer engine
that keeps it flying for longer.

One of its key subsystems include the
seeker — a sensor that detects and tracks
the target. It also has a radio altimeter de-
vice that measures height from the ground
or sea. Another critical component is a
high-bandwidth two-way data link system
that allows real-time communication be-

Development

partners

® Premier DRDO labs
inHyderabad, Pune,
and Chandigarh
were part of the de-
velopment process

@ The missiles are
being produced by
private sector
partners with the
help of MSMEs,
startups, and others

o

N it

The NASM-MR missile was tested last week.
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

tween the missile and operator sitting in
the helicopter, DRDO said.

One missile weighs around 380 kg: 200
kglighterthantheSea Eagle. Its55-km range,
however, is lower than the Sea Eagle’s 110
km. When the NASM-SR miissile is within a
certain distance of its target, a radio prox-
imity fuse detonates its explosive device.

The hits

Many modern navies have helicopter-
launched missiles with two features: “man-
in-loop” and “waterline hit".

“Man-in-loop” means thata humanop-
erator can change the missile’s path even
whenit's mid-flight. In acrowded maritime
environment, this reduces the risk of hit-
ting non-combatants and makes the mis-
sile more adaptable. The Navy and DRDO
successfully tested this feature in February
2025. In contrast, Sea Eagles are “fire-and-
forget” missiles.

A “waterline hit” means the missile
strikes aship atorjust abovethe line where
the hull meets the water. One of the ship’s
most vulnerable parts, damage here can
cause water to rapidly flood the vessel and
disable orsink it. The Sea Eagle has nospe-
cific waterline hit capabilities.

The salvo test

Demonstratinga salvo launch showsthe
ability to overwhelm shipborne defence
systems. The missile can maintain a sea-
skimming trajectory and accurately lock
onto the most vulnerable part of the target.




Why in News | NASM-SR — Naval Anti-Ship Missile Short Range |

NASM-SR

Naval Anti-Ship Missile
Short Range — first
successful salvo test

380 kg

Weight of NASM-SR
(200 kg lighter than
Sea Eagle at 580 kg)

55 km

Range of NASM-SR
(vs Sea Eagle's
110 km range)

2022

NASM-SR's first
successful flight
test conducted

DRDO

Developed with DRDO
labs in Hyderabad,
Pune and Chandigarh

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — §%T fa® T @I fABTH (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

J DRDO and Indian Navy successfully test-launched a SALVO of short-range
anti-ship missiles (NASM-SR) from a helicopter off the ODISHA COAST

J NASM-SR = Naval Anti-Ship Missile Short Range — to be deployed from
ship-borne helicopters

J First successful SALVO TEST — multiple launches in quick succession —
TWO missiles from the same helicopter
. Indian Navy already has British-origin Sea Eagle anti-ship missiles on Sea

King 42B helicopters; NASM-SR is a potential upgrade

J Key upgrades over Sea Eagle: 200 kg lighter (380 kg vs 580 kg); man-in-
loop capability; waterline hit; private sector production (MSMEs/start-
ups)

J Development partners: DRDO labs in Hyderabad, Pune, Chandigarh;
produced by private sector partners with MSMEs and start-ups

J Anatomy: Solid propulsion booster + sustainer engine + seeker + radio
altimeter + high-bandwidth two-way data link system

DRDO 3fR HRAT THAT A NS dc TR 8eipIZR T NASM-
SR (AT STeTol-eft TS e 7T ¥97) BT SALVO TR
qHAdYdD [T
NASM-SR = 1T STeTol- ¢t firarsd =iic 39 — Sge-fRUd
SATPIPRI J T & ferg
Jedl g d Salvo Test — U ol gAIBIPR U @Nd STRNYBR
¥ 3l s
YT & U British-Td 1 Sea Eagle [RITSd 8; NASM-SR U
JHIfId IFTT &

JYIR: 200 kg W; man-in-loop &HdI; waterline hit; ot

Sl

fqeTd HTITR: DRDO TId gexTaTG, JUl, TSITG; MSMEs 3R
WTIe-30
IR Solid propulsion booster + sustainer engine + seeker +
radio altimeter + data link




NASM-SR Technology, Sea Eagle & India's Missile Programme |

Weight ~580 kg ~380 kg (-200 kg)
Range ~110 km ~55 km
Man-in-loop No (fire-forget) YES
Waterline hit No specific YES
Origin British (BAE) Indigenous (DRDO)
Production Imported Private sector (MSME)
Era 1980s 2020s modern

DRDO (Defence Research and Development Organisation): Est. 1958; HQ New
Delhi; under Ministry of Defence; 50+ labs

Key DRDO missile programmes: BrahMos (supersonic cruise, with Russia),
Agni series (ICBM/IRBM), Prithvi, Astra (BVRAAM), HELINA (helicopter-
launched anti-tank), Nag (anti-tank), MRSAM/LRSAM (air defence)

Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme (IGMDP): Launched 1983
by APJ Abdul Kalam; produced Prithvi, Akash, Nag, Trishul, Agni

Make in India defence: Private sector (MSMEs, start-ups) now part of missile
production

NASM-SR vs SEA EAGLE — COMPARISON TABLE KEY TECHNICAL FEATURES — T8I A1 fa=Ivarg
T ew | e e

Man-in-Loop: Human operator can change missile path even MID-FLIGHT;
reduces risk of hitting non-combatants; makes missile more adaptable; tested
February 2025

Waterline Hit: Missile strikes ship at/just above waterline (hull-water
junction); most vulnerable part — can cause rapid flooding, disable or sink
vessel; Sea Eagle lacks this

Salvo Test: Multiple missiles launched in quick succession from one platform;
ability to OVERWHELM ship's defence systems (saturate point defences)
Seeker: Sensor that detects and tracks the target; two-way data link = real-
time operator control

Sea-skimming trajectory: Flies very low over sea surface — difficult for radar
to detect

DRDO + INDIA'S MISSILE PROGRAMME NAVAL STRATEGY & INDIAN OCEAN

India's strategic interest: Indian Ocean = lifeline for 75% of world's petroleum
trade; India's SLOC (Sea Lanes of Communication) security
Helicopter-launched missiles: Allow ship to engage hostile vessels from safe
standoff distance without exposing the ship

Odisha coast tests: Odisha = India's primary missile testing ground; Integrated
Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur, Balasore

India's Naval doctrine: Blue water navy ambition; 3 aircraft carriers; P-8I
Poseidon (maritime patrol aircraft from USA)

Indo-Pacific strategy: QUAD (India, USA, Japan, Australia); maritime security
cooperation



PYQs & MCQ Practice — NASM-SR / DRDO / Naval Missiles |

CONFIRMED PYQs (UPSC/CDS/NDA/SSC) — Gf® pyq

UPSC Pre 2023: IGMDP was associated with development of which missiles? ANS: Prithvi, Agni, Akash, Nag, Trishul

CDS 2024: DRDO headquarters is located in? ANS: New Delhi | NDA 2023: BrahMos missile developed jointly by India and which country? ANS: Russia (BrahMos =
Brahmaputra + Moskva rivers)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/CDS/NDA PATTERN) MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

° Q NASM-SR SUCCESSfU“y tested in 2026 . Q. Consider statements about NASM-SR:

J 1. It weighs approximately 380 kg — 200 kg lighter than the Sea Eagle

Sta ndS for. . 2. It has a range of 110 km, greater than the Sea Eagle's 55 km range
’ . 3. It features 'man-in-loop' capability — operator can change missile path
e (a) Naval Advanced Surface Missile Short mid-flight
. 4. Its first successful flight test was conducted in May 2022
Ra nge o (@)1,3,4 (b)1,2,3 (¢)2,3,4 (d)1,2,3,4
. . .. J ANS: (a) 1, 3 and 4 — NASM-SR range is 55 km; Sea Eagle range is 110 km
e (b) Naval Anti-Ship Missile Short Range (not reversed)

. . . . . ° Stat t 2 WRONG — NASM-SR =55 km; Sea Eagle = 110 k
e (c) National Anti-Submarine Missile e m; Sea Eagle = 110 km

System Range
e (d) Naval Air Strike Missile Subsonic Range



10 Revision + Mains Angles — NASM-SR / DRDO / Naval Power |

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI) MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY + INTERVIEW

1. NASM-SR = Naval Anti-Ship Missile Short Range; DRDO + Indian Navy;
Odisha coast

2. First successful SALVO TEST — two missiles in quick succession from one
helicopter

3. NASM-SR: 380 kg; 55 km range; man-in-loop; waterline hit; vs Sea Eagle:
580 kg; 110 km; fire-and-forget

4. Development: DRDO labs (Hyderabad, Pune, Chandigarh); private sector
(MSMEs, start-ups)

5. First flight test: May 2022; man-in-loop tested: February 2025; salvo test:
May 2026

1. NASM-SR = TG STETol-31eft firarsd Wi 397; DRDO + AR, Sfifgen ae
2. gl 9th d Salvo Test — Uch T ﬁﬂﬁ‘v’l’l’ﬁ'@f

3. NASM-SR: 380 kg; 55 km; man-in-loop; waterline hit; Sea Eagle: 580 kg; 110
km; fire-and-forget

4. f{AHT: DRDO 7T BeRTaTG, JUI, TG, fFioh & (MSMES, WTe-31)

5. ST URI&UT: HS 2022; man-in-loop TRI&UT: 2025; salvo: FIS 2026

GS-3 (S&T/Security): DRDO's role in indigenous defence; IGMDP legacy; man-
in-loop capability for IHL (International Humanitarian Law) compliance;
private sector in defence production

GS-3 (Defence): India's naval modernisation; helicopter-launched missiles;
Indian Ocean security; SLOC protection; QUAD and maritime security

GS-2 (IR): India's Make in India Defence; Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence; FDI in
defence (74% auto, 100% govt route); DPP (Defence Procurement Procedure)
GS-4 (Ethics): Man-in-loop = ethical weapon design; reducing collateral
damage; distinction between combatants and non-combatants (IHL principle
of distinction)

Essay: 'Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence: India's journey from importer to
innovator'

GS-3: DRDO; IGMDP; man-in-loop Gﬁ? IHL; Make in India Defence

GS-4: Man-in-loop — IHL 3FUTA; TSI 3R TR-ASTHI H 3R

(Distinction

eY: 'I&Hl%&rra?ﬁﬁ? YRA: MTATdP A TAIRE db b ATAT




GAZETTENOTIFICATION FOR SOUTH COAST RAILWAY SOON

How the newest rail zone
came into being; ops likely
‘tocommence fromJunel

Dheersj Mishea
vamh!. Mayd

MINISTER FOR Rallways
Ashwini Vaishsnaw last Toes-
day (April 3% arnounced
in Visakha that the
gaxette potification for the
ereation of South
Zone  (SCoR)
issued soon. with operations
expocted to commence from
June &, 20626,

The minister was acdress-

| Ing the gmbeting after the

round beeaking cermony of
Google Cloud Indis Al Hob in
the city, saying that the new
z00e will mark a significant
wep rowand ng the
Railwoy Adisinlecration in
Andhes Pesdedn.

SUoR is the newest and 19th
zome of Indian Rallways, It is
hendquartered (n Visakbape-
nam, Andhrs Pradesh.

The foundation of the 2one
Ties lix the Andhoa Pradesh
Heorganisation Act of 20,
which Jed to the formation

Since them, there has
bewns o contintows demand
for a separate mllway xone In

xones, Esat Coast Tallway
(Cobdand Soutl Central Radl-
way (SR

For the 1800 xone, Raltways
divided the erstwiille Walatr
ivision ol ECaR (10 1wo paets.

But why is there
opposition?

k-"«lﬂmxchh—m

Oty

Arcued 430 kix
the Visakhapatmam division,
whibe the resnaimiig 650 km
was romamed as the Rayagads
dvidon, replacing the coloniad-
orn name

Funber, the other wo

parties, alleging
"nl LCoR's revenae-making
portion hus been glven to the
New 2one.
i face, Wi trunadier of (e
50-km Palase Khchagniram

the state. However. it was ful-  divistons, Viipawadaand Gen-  section from ECol to SCoR
filled] only after the 2004 gen-  tur, were created from South  united the mling NP and
enlelactionwhenthestateand  Centyd Ralbway the opposition BID eartier
e Centre came ou the same this moeeh.
ey What is the status The partios detsstndd (et

AncinouPradedsrling e of the zone? the decislon be repesled
lugu Desam Party (TDI) The zone bas yet 1o hegin 25 it will affect the revenue
s part of the BIt-4ed of BCok. which covers almost

Democnek: Al - In Japuary 25 the enrire state of Odisha

llance INDA) at the 4 Prime M Nar-  aod ishead d i Rhusta-
Contre, endra Modl taid the  nedoar

O Febeuasy 7, 2025, <« Lithe  H . the Raitway
the Union Cabinet give SCoR's headganersin . Board said that nome of
ex post facto approval Viskhapatnam. the seven stations in the
for the creation of the new Acealof 222acres of land  Palasa- ection s
South Coast Radway Zone The ot Mudasariovs hasbeen esr-  Jocated  within  Odisha,
2000 conmects bo the wres rich  markad foe the beadguartens,  and these ure sl 1o nikd-
i minesals and nuuesl ree  which the Sase G shad srations that primartly
wources with the important hndrdmlnﬁmln\n- handle pamenger traffic
ports oo the eantern cooot, in-  gust X4, ‘The Boari also statod that

Visakhapatram poa. Officials sald that R 183 none of them e a nuajor frelght

That & why It Is set to  crore has been sanctionsd koading podnt. So faz, BCoR has
beoame one of the important — for the setting up of the  remained one of the mow
woes v freight Josding  South Coust Railway head  freight seversw - gemerting

in Ratlwrys,

How was it created?
The mew 008 Covers the
mudor partion of Andbes Pra-

It i divided into four
divigions pamely u-mn.u
Guntur, V

The oew xone sl gaios

Wmmmw

Iwamnhluulm
out the arss of two adjecent

given the fact
that the raitway prmcts wath
approxtmately Re 106,000
croee ate camently underway in
Andles Pradesh.

In the last fimancial year,
2005 26, the 3ane ensponed
286 milllon tonnes of freight,
scoomnting for over 1% of the
Rotilwanyy’ teead (reigght oo
during the period.

While nenrly 66'% of Indian
Talhwwrys’ revenue cosmes from
freighe, the share of goods sev-
emue in KCOR W more than




Why in News | SCoR — India's 18th Railway Zone | It A | SCOR — HIRd Pl 18971 ¥e1d Sli9

HQ June 1l 4
Lol Vizag 2026 Divisions e

SCoR is India's newest Headquarters: Operations expected Guntakal, Vijayawada, Of ECoR assigned to
and 18th Railway Zone Visakhapatnam, to commence from Guntur, Visakhapatnam Visakhapatnam division;
(newest and latest) Andhra Pradesh June 1, 2026 (erstwhile Waltair) 680 km to Rayagada
. Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced gazette notification for J I HAT Ashwini Vaishnaw = SIS South Coast Railway Zone (SCoR) %ﬁ“m
creation of South Coast Railway Zone (SCoR) to be issued soon; operations NEEE &ffﬁ{j\tl"ll vieg; 19 2026 ﬁqﬁ?ﬂﬂ:{ 3Uférd
expected from June 1, 2026 e SCoR=YRd &I &Y 747 3R 1881 3@ SI; HQ fa=maTge=H, 3fiy ga=
. SCoR is India's NEWEST and 18th Railway Zone; headquarters at . AP Reorganisation Act 2014 (Telangana ﬁ'ﬁlfUT) & JIG J AP DI dd I I
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh HAT: 2024 WW%WI&
. Created from AP Reorganisation Act 2014 (which led to formation of J SCoR H AP WG@T%W + Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka %W YT
Telangana); longstanding demand of Andhra Pradesh fulfilled after 2024 . ECoR 37 SCR (a13Y @—QHW) & & T ST T
general elections o 4 fSdNA: TePq, fasare, TR, faRmae -9 (Yd Waltair)
. SCoR covers the major portion of Andhra Pradesh + parts of Telangana, Tamil . faRI¢: Odisha ?.Tﬁ@T 3RIT — ECoR T ISG I B aTd Palasa-
Nadu and Karnataka Ichhapuram@i_SSCoR &I faar
. Created by carving out areas from two adjacent zones: East Coast Railway
(ECoR) and South Central Railway (SCR)
J 4 Divisions: Guntakal, Vijayawada, Guntur, Visakhapatnam (erstwhile Waltair
division); ~52.5 acres land for HQ marked at Mudasarlova
J Opposition: Odisha parties allege ECoR revenue-making Palasa-Ichhapuram

section transferred to SCoR; ECoR transported 286 million tonnes freight in
2025-26 (17% of Railways' total)



SCoR Background, AP Reorganisation & Indian Railways Zones | SCoR qgﬂ{ﬁr, AP HT-ITTB_-[ 3R YR ¥ad S+

INDIAN RAILWAYS ZONES — COMPLETE TABLE AP REORGANISATION ACT 2014 — KEY FACTS
““““ + AP Reorganisation Act 2014: Bifurcated uncivided Andhra Pradesh into two

Mumbai 10. SR Chennai states — AP and Telangana (effective June 2, 2014)
J Telangana capital: Hyderabad; AP capital: Amaravati (under construction);
2.ER Kolkata 11. SWR Hubli . . .
Visakhapatnam = executive capital of AP
3. ECR Hajipur 12. WCR Jabalpur J Post-bifurcation promise: AP to get a new Railway Zone (SCoR), new AIIMS,

lIT, central university — largely unfulfilled until 2024

4. ECoR Bhub 13. WR Mumbai .
© ubaneswar umbal J TDP (Telugu Desam Party) under CM Chandrababu Naidu: BJP-TDP-Jana Sena
5.NR New Delhi 14. NER Gorakhpur alliance (2024); pushed for SCoR creation
6. NCR Allahabad 15. SECR Bilaspur . Railway M|.n|st.er Ashwini Valshnayv announced at Google Al data centre
ceremony in Visakhapatnam (April 28, 2026)
7.NFR Guwahati 16. SER Kolkata
8. NWR Jaipur 17.SCR Secunderabad
Article 3: Parliament can form new states, alter boundaries, change names of Visakhapatnam (Vizag): Largest city of AP; Bay of Bengal coast; natural deep
existing states — basis for AP Reorganisation Act harbour; Eastern Naval Command HQ; major port and industrial hub
o Railways = Union List (Entry 22, 7th Schedule) — exclusive domain of Central o Andhra Pradesh: 26th state by area; borders Telangana, Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Government Karnataka, Tamil Nadu; coastal state on Bay of Bengal + Arabian Sea
J Indian Railways: Ministry of Railways; 18 zones; ~1.4 lakh km rail network; ] Key AP ports: Visakhapatnam (major port), Krishnapatnam, Machilipatnam,
largest rail employer in world Kakinada
o Gazette notification: Official government notification in Official Gazette — o AP = rich in minerals: iron ore (Bailadila link via ECoR), coal, bauxite,
gives legal effect to government decisions limestone; ECoR crucial for freight
J ECoR: East Coast Railway; HQ Bhubaneswar; concerns about revenue loss . Google Al data centre project (S15 billion) also at Visakhapatnam — strategic

from SCoR creation importance growing



PYQs & MCQ, Practice — SCoR / Railway Zones / AP Reorganisation | PYQ 3R MCQ | SCoR /W@? / AP H=ITTB_-[

CONFIRMED PYQs (UPSC/SSC/BANK/RAILWAY) — Tf¥ pYQ

UPSC Pre 2023: ECoR (East Coast Railway) headquarters is at? ANS: Bhubaneswar, Odisha

Railway RRB 2023: How many railway zones are there in India after SCOR? ANS: 18 | SSC CGL 2022: AP Reorganisation Act was passed in which year? ANS: 2014 (Telangana
became 29th state on June 2, 2014)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/SSC/RAILWAY PATTERN) MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

o Q. The South Coast Railway Zone (SCoR) is India's 18th . Q. Consider statements about South Coast Railway Zone
railway zone with headquarters at: (SCoR):
o (a) Hyderabad J 1. SCoR is India's 18th Railway Zone with HQ at Visakhapatnam

J 2. It was created following demands arising from AP
Reorganisation Act, 2014
. 3. It was carved from East Coast Railway (ECoR) and South

e (b) Vijayawada
e (c) Visakhapatnam

* (d)Chennai Central Railway (SCR)
*  ANS: (c) Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh . 4. Railway is on the State List of the 7th Schedule
o Note: Operations from June 1, 2026; carved from ECoR . (@)1,2,3 (b)2,3,4 (c)1,2,4 (d)1,2,3,4
and SCR; arose from AP Reorganisation Act 2014 e ANS:(a) 1,2 and 3 — Railway is on Union List (Entry 22), NOT
State List

J Statement 4 WRONG — Railway = Union List Entry 22



10 Revision + Mains Angles — SCoR / Railways / AP | 10 mﬁ[ + 'ﬂ'@[qﬁ&ﬂ | SCoR /¥e1d / AP

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI) MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY + INTERVIEW

1. SCoR = South Coast Railway Zone; India's 18th Railway Zone;
HQ Visakhapatnam, AP

2. Operations from June 1, 2026; gazette notification from
Ministry of Railways soon

3. Arose from AP Reorganisation Act 2014 (bifurcation into AP +
Telangana)

4. Carved from ECoR (East Coast Railway, HQ Bhubaneswar) and
SCR (South Central Railway, HQ Secunderabad)

5. 4 Divisions: Guntakal, Vijayawada, Guntur, Visakhapatnam
(erstwhile Waltair)

1. SCoR = |IIY DI ¥efd WI; 18a1 9ii; Ha fazmarag=H, ap
2. 1 5 2026 I UREITC; X HATHT I ISTUF ST

3. AP Reorganisation Act 2014 (AP J;\Tejangana ﬁ"l—II\YI"I) @ o
4. ECoR (HQ Ya=%R) 3R SCR (HQ RFherTeng) &
5. 4 FEJIS: Teebd, T, TR, forRmamag=m (qd

Waltair)

GS-2 (Polity/Governance): Article 3 (new state
formation); Article 246 + 7th Schedule Entry 22
(Railways = Union List); Centre-State relations in
infrastructure development

GS-2 (IR/Governance): AP Reorganisation Act 2014;
post-bifurcation commitments; federalism and regional
demands

GS-3 (Infrastructure/Economy): Importance of railways
in freight; Eastern coast connectivity; logistics corridor;
PM GatiShakti National Master Plan

GS-1 (Geography): AP geography — coastal state;
Visakhapatnam port; Eastern coast industrial belt
Essay: 'Indian Railways: Infrastructure backbone for a $5
trillion economy'

Interview: 'SCoR was a demand since AP bifurcation in
2014. What does its creation mean for AP's
development and railways administration?"

GS-2: 3; Entry 22 Union List; %-31od Ta

GS-3: Xq1d AT gaTS; GatiShakti; JdI ¢ dHaeidc]




Billionaires Mittal, Poonawala buy stakein RR in Rs 15,660 Cr deal

Venkata KrishnaB
Chennai, May 3

UK-BASED Indian billionaire
Lakshmi Mittal, along with
Adar Poonawala of the Serum
Institute of India, has acquired
astake in the IPL franchise Ra-
jasthan Royals in a deal worth
$1.65 billion, approximately Rs
15,660 crore. The Mittal family,
Poonawala and Manoj Badale,
the current principal owner of
RR, have formed a new consor-
tium that will own Paarl Royals
and Barbados Royals, twoother
franchises that are part of the
SA20 and the Caribbean Pre-
mier League respectively.

RR, one of the eight fran-
chises that has been part of the
IPL since 2008, was bought by
Badale for $67 million. The Mit-
tals have presence in other
sporting ventures like the
NBA's Boston Celtics as well as
English football club Queens

Park Rangers.

The deal, announced on
Sunday, comes after months of
uncertainty over RR's owner-
ship. In March, reports sug-
gested that the franchise had a
new owner - a consortium led
by Arizona-based tech entre-
preneur Kal Somani. But that
was not to be, and now the new
Mittal-Poonawala deal awaits
the approval of the BCCI and
the Competition Commission
of India.

The statement released by
the three parties gave the spe-
cifics about RR's new owner-
ship. “Following completion,
the Mittal Family will own ap-
proximately 75% of Rajasthan
Royals, with Adar Poonawalla
holding approximately 18%.
The remaining approximately
7% will be held by approved
existing investors, including
Manoj Badale. Mr Badale will
continue to support Rajasthan

Rajasthan Royals, one of the eight teams that have been in the IPL
since its inception, were sold for $6 millionin 2008. an

Royals, acting as a bridge be-
tween the past and the present,
and bringing his deep knowl-
edge and experience of cricket
to the franchise,” the press re-

lease said.

It is understood that Lak-
shmi Mittal's son Aditya is
likely to be the new face of the
franchise. The 50-year-old,

who is the CEO of Arcelor Mit-
tal, made his entry into the
NBAin 2025 by investing $1bil-
lion into the Bolton Celtics. Mit-
tal Sr, in 2007, had bought a 33
per cent stake in Queens Park
Rangers, a London-based club
that has been a part of the Eng-
lish Premier League.

“l love cricket and my
family is from Rajasthan, so
there is no IPL team that I
would rather be part of thanthe
Rajasthan Royals,” Lakshmi
Mittal said. “I first played
cricket as a schoolboy, and
since then I have been an avid
fan of the sport. Many great
players have worn the Rajas-
than Royals shirts, including
Indian icons of the sport who
have been an inspiration for the
younger talent. Ilook forward
tobeing part of this great team,
and cannot wait to join all the
fans on the pitch-side to cheer
on our future success.”

According to the statement,
Badale would continue to be
part of RR, acting as a bridge
between the past and the pres-
ent. “It has been the privilege
of alifetime to be involved with
the Rajasthan Rovals from in-
ception, and to have played a
small partin building what has
become the world’s most excit-
ing and successful cricket
league. We are delighted towel-
come the Mittal Family and
Adar Poonawalla as the new
owners of the Rajasthan
Royals. Their passion for
cricket, their connection to Ra-
jasthan and India, and their
long-term ambition for the
franchise make them ideal cus-
todians of the next chapter. |
very much look forward to
working alongside them, and
to supporting our extraordi-
nary team and its loyal fans as
the Royals continue to grow,”
Badale said.



Why in News | Mittal-Poonawala RR Stake | IPL Economy | ot A R | Mittal-Poonawala RR%T\QET\FT | IPL S foawT

315,660 . . BCCI
o 75% 18% $67M . ce

Deal value ($1.65B) Mittal Family to own Adar Poonawala Original purchase Deal needs approval
for Rajasthan Royals approx. 75% of (Serum Institute) price of RR in 2008 from BCCl and
stake acquisition Rajasthan Royals to hold ~18% stake by Manoj Badale Competition Commission
. UK-based Indian billionaire Lakshmi Mittal and Adar Poonawala (Serum J UK-FRIT YR 3REUM Lakshmi Mittal 3?|?Adar Poonawala (Serum
Institute of India) acquired a stake in IPL franchise Rajasthan Royals — deal Institut;)f[ Rajasthan Royals H $1.65 faferaa (X15,660 ﬁg) %%@T{Iﬂ
worth $1.65 billion (X15,660 crore) BT&W
N = .
. Mittal Family + Poonawala + current principal owner Manoj Badale formed a . Mittal TRAR + Poonawala + HIs[al HIleld Manoj Badale @TWWW;
new consortium; will also own Paarl Royals (SA20) and Barbados Royals Paarl Royals (SA20) 3‘ﬁ? Barbados Royals (CPL) i
(Caribbean Premier League) J %@aﬂ: Mittal TRAR ~75%; Adar Poonawala ~18%; Manoj Badale ~7%
. Post-deal ownership: Mittal Family ~75%; Adar Poonawala ~18%; Manoj . BCCI 3R cCl (Competition Commission of India) ﬁﬁ@ H[ARYh
Badale ~7% (existing investors) e RRPI2008 H Manoj Badale 7 $67 ffera & W@iar 4T — 18 A H 25 T
. Deal needs approval from BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in India) and CCl
(Competition Commission of India) . Aditya Mittal (Lakshmi Mittal %Eﬂ, ArcelorMittal CEQO) franchise WW%I—G'QT
J RR was originally bought by Manoj Badale for $67 million in 2008 — valuation '
jumped to $1.65 billion (25x increase in 18 years) . RR=IPLD 8 ﬂﬁmﬁﬁw, 2008 'EftIEFIT IPL STl (Shane Warne
. Aditya Mittal (son of Lakshmi Mittal, CEO of ArcelorMittal) is likely to be new CANSIG))
face of franchise
. Context: RR is one of IPL's original 8 franchises; only team to win IPL in

inaugural season 2008 (Shane Warne captain)



IPL Economy, BCCI Regulation & Competition Commission | IPL GRITJEITRQIT, el fafaraa= anv ufawayt sma

IPL (Indian Premier League): Est. 2008 by BCCI; 10 franchises currently;
Twenty20 format; highest-attended cricket league globally

IPL brand value 2025: ~$10 billion+ (Duff & Phelps/Houlihan Lokey estimates);
most valuable cricket property

RR 2008 price: $67 million; RR 2026 deal: $1.65 billion — 25x appreciation in
18 years

IPL media rights: 2023-27 cycle — JioCinema (digital) + Star Sports (TV); total
rights value ~X48,390 crore ($5.8B) for 5 years

BCCl approval for ownership changes: Required as per IPL franchise
agreements; BCCl can reject unsuitable owners

CCl (Competition Commission of India): Ensures fair competition; checks
monopolistic practices

BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in India): Est. 1928; HQ Mumbai; not a
statutory body — operates under Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act;
regulates cricket in India

BCCl is richest cricket board in world; not covered under RTI Act (as it's a
private body); Supreme Court placed it under Lodha Committee reforms
(2016)

Competition Commission of India (CCl): Est. under Competition Act 2002; HQ
New Delhi; regulates anti-competitive practices, mergers and acquisitions
above threshold

CCl approval needed: When acquisition above 2,000 crore threshold — RR
deal well above (X15,660 crore)

IPL franchise transfer: Must comply with BCCI Governing Council rules and CCl

et sl m o~

IPL — ECONOMIC PROFILE & VALUATION KEY PLAYERS — PROFILES

Lakshmi Mittal: UK-based Indian billionaire; CEO ArcelorMittal (world's largest
steel company); Forbes list; family from Rajasthan — emotional connect to RR
Adar Poonawala: CEO Serum Institute of India (Pune); world's largest vaccine
manufacturer by volume; produced Covishield (AstraZeneca COVID vaccine) in
India

Manoj Badale: British businessman; original owner since 2008; continues as
bridge between past and present

ArcelorMittal: India operations — Hazira plant (Gujarat), Odisha plant (under
construction); major employer

Serum Institute: Est. 1966 by Cyrus Poonawala; HQ Pune; ~50% of world's
children vaccinated with Serum products

BCCI + COMPETITION COMMISSION — REGULATORY SERUM INSTITUTE + VACCINE ECONOMY

Serum Institute of India (SIl): Founded 1966 by Cyrus Poonawala; HQ Pune;
world's largest vaccine manufacturer by doses

Covishield: AstraZeneca-Oxford COVID vaccine manufactured by Sl in India;
~1.5 billion doses produced

India's vaccine diplomacy: Vaccine Maitri — donated/supplied vaccines to 76+
countries during COVID (2021)

Poonawala family: Billionaires; Adar Poonawala (son) is current CEO; invested
S1 billion in Boston Celtics (NBA) in 2025

IPL as investment class: Sports franchises increasingly seen as appreciating
alternative assets; global billionaires buying sports teams (Abu Dhabi owns
Man City, Saudi Arabia buying sports)



PYQs & MCQ Practice — IPL / BCCI / CCl / Serum Institute | PYQ 3R MCQ | IPL / BCCI / CCI / Serum Institute

CONFIRMED PYQs (UPSC/SSC/BANK/RAILWAY) — Jf¥ pYQ

UPSC Pre 2024: Competition Commission of India established under? ANS: Competition Act, 2002

Bank PO 2023: Serum Institute of India is world's largest manufacturer of? ANS: Vaccines | SSC CGL 2023: ArcelorMittal is primarily associated with which industry? ANS: Steel
(world's largest steel company by revenue)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (SSC/BANK/UPSC PATTERN) MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

e Q. The deal for Lakshmi Mittal and Adar Poonawala's . Q. Consider statements about the Rajasthan Royals deal:
stake in Rajasthan Royals (IPL) requires approval from J 1. Rajasthan Royals was originally bought for S67 million in
which two bodies? . _ . :

. (a) SEBI and Reserve Bank of India . 2. Adar Poonawala is the CEO of Serum Institute of India —

world's largest vaccine manufacturer

(b) Ministry of Sport% :.;\nd Mm'St_ry _Of Fmancse . 3. The Mittal Family will own approximately 75% of Rajasthan
e (c) BCCl and Competition Commission of India (CCl) Royals after completion
(

d) Supreme Court and BCCI . 4. The deal requires only BCCl approval; CCl approval is not
required
° (@)1,2,3 (b)2,3,4 (c)1,3,4(d)1,23,4



10 Revision + Mains Angles — IPL / Serum / Competition Law | 10 EFITIT{R'[ + H’@IT\&&IT | IPL / Serum / CCI

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI) MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY + INTERVIEW

1. Lakshmi Mittal + Adar Poonawala acquired stake in Rajasthan
Royals; deal worth 15,660 crore (S1.65B)

2. Ownership post-deal: Mittal Family ~75%; Poonawala ~18%;
Manoj Badale ~7%

3. RR originally bought for $67 million (2008) — now valued at
$1.65B (25x in 18 years)

4. BCCI + CCl approval needed; CCl = Competition Act 2002; HQ
New Delhi

5. Serum Institute (HQ Pune): World's largest vaccine
manufacturer; Covishield; Adar Poonawala is CEO

1. Lakshmi Mittal + Adar Poonawala = RR H X15,660 Wf{

2. WIHd: Mittal ~75%; Poonawala ~18%; Manoj Badale ~7%
3. RR 2008 T $67 ORI — 319 $1.658 (18 AT H 25 T
%Bi%%cu D1 TR SI™Y; CCl = Competition Act 2002; HQ
5. Serum Institute (HQ QT}T): ﬁ%ﬁﬂa@@aﬁqﬁﬂm,

Covishield; Adar Poonawala CEO

GS-3 (Economy): IPL as alternative investment asset; sports
economy; franchise valuation; FDI in sports; SEBI-listed sports
companies

GS-2 (Polity/Governance): BCCI regulation; CCl oversight;
Competition Act 2002; mergers and acquisition threshold;
Lodha Committee on BCCI

GS-3 (Economy): Serum Institute; vaccine economy; Vaccine
Maitri; India's pharmaceutical exports (¥S25B/year); HQ Pune =
pharmaceutical capital

GS-4 (Ethics): Corporate governance in sports; transparency in
franchise ownership; accountability of BCCI (private body,
public interest)

Essay: 'Sports as soft power and economic force: The IPL story'
Interview: 'Rajasthan Royals was valued at $67 million in 2008
and is now worth $1.65 billion. What does this say about India's
sports economy?’

GS-3: IPL franchise; CCl; Competition Act 2002; Serum Institute;

dRIH geifd

GS-4: BCCl URGRIT: W Thargoll WITHE: Lodha Committee
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Word of the day

Cadge:

ask for and get free; be a parasite

Synonyms: beg, borrow, demand

Usa g€ He tried to cadge a free meal from
his friends.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/cadge

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /keds
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Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir

Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir covers national & international events, key facts, MCQs, and
analysis. Ideal for SSC, UPSC, RRB & other exams preparation.

LIVE @ Class24: Team (O Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir % % % & (48)
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TESTS mang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 is made very simple and easy to understand in a user-friendly and simple format for
ompetitive exam aspirants. It includes all the important current affairs between the period of March 2026 and April 2027; Current

[ » ]
LT/ ffairs Magazine covers all national and international events, schemes of the government, important updates, as well as exam-
elated MCQs. The information is articulated in a clear and tight manner, making it straightforward and quick to revamp. The
- agazine saves you time and boosts preparation by bringing everything together and helping you prepare effectively. Umang 360 is

a good choice to help you succeed in the exams, should you need a reliable and effective source of current affairs. It is available in
e-PDF format for easy access anytime, anywhere,

Get success in your hand. Start study anytime
anywhere.

The journey becomes simple and enjoyable when you start taking interest in it. And
through our app "Class24", we will be your trusted partners in developing that

interest.
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