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Why in News | CINBAX-II 2026 — India-Cambodia Exercise  |  चचचा में क्यों | CINBAX-II 2026

120
Indian Army contingent
(Maratha Light Infantry

Regiment)

160
Royal Cambodian Army

personnel training
alongside India

May 4-17
CINBAX-II dates;

Kampong Speu Province,
Cambodia

2nd
Edition

CINBAX = India-Cambodia
Bilateral Army Exercise;

2nd edition

Ch.VII
UN Charter Chapter VII

Framework — Peace
& Security

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — मुख्य विकचस

• Indian Army dispatched 120-member contingent for CINBAX-II 2026 — second 
edition of India-Cambodia Joint Military Exercise

• Dates: May 4–17, 2026; Location: Kampong Speu Province, Cambodia; Venue: 
Royal Cambodian Air Force Training Centre

• Indian contingent primarily from Maratha Light Infantry Regiment; trains 
alongside 160 personnel from Royal Cambodian Army

• Exercise conducted under UN Charter Chapter VII mandate (Peace and 
Security)

• Focus: Company-level joint operations in sub-conventional environment; 
counter-terrorism operations aligned with real-world UN peacekeeping 
scenarios

• Objectives: Boost interoperability, coordination, operational synergy; 
exchange best practices; share operational experiences in semi-urban combat 
environments

• Significance: Underscores growing defence ties between India and Cambodia; 
deepens bilateral relations and joint capabilities for regional and global 
security

मुख्य विकचस (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

• भारतीय सेना ने CINBAX-II 2026 के लिए 120 सदस्यीय दि भेजा— भारत-
कंबोलिया संयुक्त सैन्य अभ्यास का दूसरा संस्करण

• लतलि: 4-17 मई 2026; स्थान: Kampong Speu Province, कंबोलिया; Royal 
Cambodian Air Force Training Centre

• भारतीय दि मुख्यतः मराठा िाइट इन्फैं टर ी रेलजमेंट से; Royal Cambodian 
Army के 160 जवानों के साि प्रलिक्षण

• UN चाटटर अध्याय VII के तहत संचालित
• फोकस: उप-पारंपररक वातावरण में कंपनी-स्तरीय संयुक्त अलभयान; 

आतंकवाद-लवरोधीऑपरेिन; UN िांलत रक्षा पररदृश्य
• उदे्दश्य: अंतः लियािीिता, समन्वय, पररचािन तािमेि; अधट-िहरी िडाई

अनुभव साझा करना

• महत्व: भारत-कंबोलिया बढ़ते रक्षा संबंध; के्षत्रीयऔर वैलिक सुरक्षा के लिए
संयुक्त क्षमताएं



Cambodia, UN Chapter VII & India's Defence Diplomacy  |  कों बयवियच, UN अध्यचय VII औरभचरतकी रक्षच कूटनीवत

CAMBODIA — GEOGRAPHY & PROFILE

• Official name: Kingdom of Cambodia; Capital: Phnom Penh; Currency: 
Cambodian Riel (KHR)

• Location: Southeast Asia; borders Thailand (W), Laos (N), Vietnam (E), Gulf of 
Thailand (S)

• Major river: Mekong River (flows through Cambodia); Tonle Sap = largest 
freshwater lake in SE Asia

• Major landmark: Angkor Wat — world's largest Hindu temple complex (later 
Buddhist); UNESCO World Heritage Site

• Member: ASEAN (1999); ASEM; UN; RCEP; Former French colony until 1953
• PM: Hun Manet (since 2023); ASEAN rotating chair

UN CHARTER CHAPTER VII — KEY FACTS

• UN Charter has 19 chapters + 111 Articles
• Chapter VI (Articles 33-38): Pacific Settlement of Disputes — calls for 

negotiation, mediation, arbitration
• Chapter VII (Articles 39-51): Action with respect to Threats to the Peace —

authorises UN to use collective force
• Chapter VII key: Under Chapter VII, UN Security Council can authorise military 

force (peacekeeping missions, sanctions)
• India and UN Peacekeeping: India is one of the LARGEST troop contributors to 

UN Peacekeeping Missions (UNPKM); 2.5 lakh+ troops deployed historically
• CINBAX aligned with Chapter VII = training for actual UN peacekeeping/peace 

enforcement scenarios

MARATHA LIGHT INFANTRY REGIMENT

• One of the oldest and most decorated infantry regiments of the Indian 
Army

• Raised: 1768; Origins trace to Maratha Empire military forces under 
Peshwa

• Battle honours: Kargil War (Operation Vijay 1999), multiple UN 
Peacekeeping operations in Congo, Lebanon, Sudan

• HQ: Belgaum (Belagavi), Karnataka
• Regiment's motto: 'Yash Siddhis' (Victory through valour and honour)
• Part of Army Training Command (ARTRAC) battalion; selected for 

CINBAX-II

INDIA-CAMBODIA RELATIONS & ASEAN CONTEXT

• India-ASEAN FTA (2009): India's Act East Policy links India to ASEAN; Cambodia 
is ASEAN member

• India provides development assistance to Cambodia; Buddhist cultural ties; 
Angkor Wat in Indian consciousness

• India's Act East Policy (2014): Deepening engagement with Southeast Asia —
bilateral exercises key element

• ASEAN founded 1967 (Bangkok Declaration); 10 members; ASEAN-India 
Summit annually

• India has joint exercises with many ASEAN nations: Singapore (SIMBEX-Navy), 
Vietnam (bilateral), Thailand (Maitree), Indonesia (Garuda), Myanmar (IM-
BEX)





PYQs & MCQ Practice — CINBAX / Cambodia / Military Exercises  |  PYQ औरMCQ | CINBAX / कों बयवियच / सैन्यअभ्यचस

CONFIRMED PYQs (UPSC/CDS/NDA/SSC/BANK) — पुवि PYQ

UPSC Pre 2023: Maratha Light Infantry Regiment HQ is at?  ANS: Belgaum (Belagavi), Karnataka

CDS 2024: UN Charter Chapter VII authorises?  ANS: Use of collective force for threats to peace

UPSC Pre 2022: India-Thailand joint exercise 'Maitree' is a?  ANS: Army exercise  |  NDA 2023: Angkor Wat is located in?  ANS: Cambodia

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/CDS/NDA PATTERN)

• Q. CINBAX-II 2026 is the joint military 
exercise between India and which 
country?

• (a) Vietnam
• (b) Thailand
• (c) Cambodia
• (d) Indonesia

MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

• Q. Consider statements about CINBAX-II 2026:
• 1. It is the second edition of India-Cambodia Joint 

Military Exercise
• 2. Indian contingent is from Maratha Light Infantry 

Regiment
• 3. It is conducted under UN Charter Chapter VI 

framework
• 4. Venue is Royal Cambodian Air Force Training Centre
• (a) 1, 2, 4  (b) 2, 3, 4  (c) 1, 3, 4  (d) 1, 2, 3, 4



10 Revision + Mains Angles — CINBAX-II / India-Cambodia  |  10 पुनरचिृवि + मुख्य परीक्षच | CINBAX-II

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI)

• 1. CINBAX-II 2026: India-Cambodia Joint Military Exercise; 2nd 
edition; May 4-17

• 2. Venue: Royal Cambodian Air Force Training Centre, Kampong 
Speu Province, Cambodia

• 3. Indian contingent: 120 members; Maratha Light Infantry 
Regiment

• 4. Cambodia side: 160 personnel from Royal Cambodian Army
• 5. Framework: UN Charter Chapter VII; focus: counter-

terrorism, semi-urban combat, peacekeeping
• 1. CINBAX-II 2026: भारत-कंबोलिया संयुक्त सैन्यअभ्यास; दूसरा

संस्करण; 4-17 मई
• 2. स्थान: Royal Cambodian Air Force Training Centre, Kampong 

Speu
• 3. भारतीय दि: 120 सदस्य; मराठा िाइट इन्फैं टर ी रेलजमेंट
• 4. कंबोलिया: Royal Cambodian Army के 160 जवान
• 5. UN Charter Chapter VII; आतंकवाद-लवरोधी, अधट-िहरी युद्ध, 

िांलत रक्षा

MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY + INTERVIEW

• GS-2 (IR): India-ASEAN relations; Act East Policy; India's defence 
diplomacy with Southeast Asia; UN Peacekeeping

• GS-3 (Security): India's joint military exercises framework; 
interoperability and regional security; sub-conventional warfare

• GS-2 (Polity): UN Charter structure (Ch.VI vs VII); India's role in 
UN Peacekeeping; India as consistent troop contributor

• Static GK: Cambodia — Capital Phnom Penh; Angkor Wat 
(UNESCO WHS); ASEAN member 1999; Mekong River; Tonle Sap 
lake

• Essay: 'India's Act East Policy: From Look East to Act East —
deepening strategic partnerships'

• Interview: 'India and Cambodia conducted CINBAX-II. How does 
this reflect India's Act East Policy and strategic interests in SE 
Asia?'

• GS-2: भारत-ASEAN; Act East नीलत; UN िांलत रक्षा
• GS-3: संयुक्त सैन्यअभ्यास; उप-पारंपररक युद्ध







Why in News | Mission Drishti — World's First OptoSAR Satellite  |  चचचा में क्यों | वमशन दृवि— पहलच OptoSAR

World
#1

First globally to integrate
EO + SAR in single

operational platform

190 kg
India's largest privately

developed earth observation
satellite

Falcon 9
Launched aboard

SpaceX Falcon 9 from
Vandenberg, California

GalaxEye
Bengaluru-based space
start-up — developer

of Mission Drishti

OptoSAR
Optical + Synthetic
Aperture Radar —
new satellite class

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — मुख्य विकचस

• Mission Drishti — world's first OptoSAR satellite — developed by Bengaluru-
based space start-up GalaxEye

• Successfully launched aboard SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from Vandenberg Space 
Force Base, California

• Weighs 190 kg — India's largest privately developed earth observation 
satellite

• OptoSAR = world's first satellite to integrate Electro-Optical (EO) AND 
Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) sensors into a SINGLE operational platform

• Capability: All-weather, day-and-night imaging — EO for optical clarity; SAR to 
penetrate clouds, darkness, and all weather

• Addresses long-standing limitation of conventional satellites: EO-only 
satellites blind at night/in clouds; SAR-only satellites cannot capture optical 
colour detail

• Impact: More reliable and consistent data acquisition across diverse 
environmental conditions — useful for defence, agriculture, disaster 
management, urban planning

मुख्य विकचस (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

• लमिन दृलि— लवि का पहिा OptoSAR सैटेिाइट— बेंगिुरु स्थस्थत

अंतररक्ष स्टाटट-अप GalaxEye द्वारा लवकलसत
• Vandenberg Space Force Base, California से SpaceX Falcon 9 पर

सफितापूवटक िॉन्च

• वजन: 190 kg — भारत का सबसे बडा लनजी रूप से लवकलसत पृथ्वी

अविोकन उपग्रह

• OptoSAR = Electro-Optical (EO) और Synthetic Aperture Radar 
(SAR) दोनों को एक ही पे्लटफॉमट में एकीकृत करने वािा लवि का
पहिा सैटेिाइट

• क्षमता: सभी मौसम, लदन-रात इमेलजंग— बादि, अंधेरे और सभी
मौसम में काम

• पारंपररक उपग्रहों की दीर्टकालिक सीमा को दूर करता है

• उपयोग: रक्षा, कृलि, आपदा प्रबंधन, िहरी लनयोजन में अलधक
लविसनीय िेटा



EO vs SAR vs OptoSAR Technology & India's Space Ecosystem  |  EO बनचम SAR बनचम OptoSAR तकनीकऔरभचरतकच अोंतररक्ष

पचररस्थिवतकी तोंत्र

SATELLITE SENSOR TECHNOLOGY COMPARISON

Feature
EO (Electro-

Optical)
SAR OptoSAR ✅

Works at night? No Yes Yes

Works in 
clouds?

No Yes Yes

Colour imagery? Yes (vivid) Limited Yes

Resolution High visual Medium Best of both

India examples Cartosat RISAT-1,2 Mission Drishti

INDIA'S PRIVATE SPACE ECOSYSTEM

• Space sector opened to private players: IN-SPACe (Indian National Space 
Promotion and Authorisation Centre) — est. 2020 under Dept. of Space

• Space Amendments to FDI: 100% FDI allowed in satellite manufacturing 
(automatic route)

• NewSpace India Limited (NSIL): Commercial arm of ISRO for private sector 
collaboration

• GalaxEye: IIT Madras incubated; Bengaluru HQ; part of India's new private 
space ecosystem

• Other Indian private space start-ups: Skyroot (Vikram rocket), Agnikul Cosmos 
(Agnibaan), Dhruva Space, Pixxel (hyperspectral)

• India now 6th country in space with significant private space sector

ISRO + EARTH OBSERVATION SATELLITES

• ISRO's EO satellites: IRS (Indian Remote Sensing) series, Cartosat series 
(optical), RISAT series (SAR)

• Cartosat-3: 25 cm resolution — one of world's sharpest commercial imaging 
satellites

• RISAT-1, RISAT-2: Synthetic Aperture Radar satellites — all-weather 
surveillance

• RESOURCESAT, OCEANSAT, SARAL: specialised earth observation
• National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC), Hyderabad: Processes and 

distributes satellite data
• Mission Drishti surpasses ISRO's own capabilities by combining EO+SAR in one

SPACEX FALCON 9 + VANDENBERG

• SpaceX: Founded by Elon Musk (2002); HQ Hawthorne, California; world's 
most active rocket launcher

• Falcon 9: Partially reusable 2-stage rocket; most frequently launched orbital 
rocket in history

• Vandenberg Space Force Base: Located in California; used for polar and sun-
synchronous orbit launches

• India's commercial satellite launches: ISRO uses PSLV; increasingly using 
foreign rockets (SpaceX, Ariane) for private payloads

• India's Space Policy 2023: Enables private sector to design, build, launch and 
operate satellites



PYQs & MCQ Practice — Space / Satellites / ISRO  |  PYQ औरMCQ | अोंतररक्ष / उपग्रह / ISRO

CONFIRMED PYQs (UPSC/SSC/BANK) — पुवि PYQ

UPSC Pre 2023: SAR (Synthetic Aperture Radar) satellites are useful because?  ANS: They can image through clouds and at night (all-weather, day-night capability)

UPSC Pre 2024: IN-SPACe was established to?  ANS: Promote and authorise private sector participation in space activities

SSC CGL 2022: SpaceX was founded by?  ANS: Elon Musk  |  UPSC 2022: RISAT series satellites use which technology?  ANS: SAR (Synthetic Aperture Radar)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/SSC PATTERN)

• Q. Mission Drishti, launched in 2026, is 
described as the world's first satellite to:

• (a) Use nuclear propulsion in low Earth orbit
• (b) Integrate Electro-Optical (EO) and Synthetic 

Aperture Radar (SAR) in a single platform
• (c) Achieve resolution below 10 cm for civilian 

use
• (d) Operate entirely on solar power without 

batteries

MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

• Q. Consider statements about Mission Drishti:
• 1. It is developed by ISRO as part of its earth observation 

programme
• 2. It is India's largest privately developed earth observation 

satellite at 190 kg
• 3. It was launched on SpaceX Falcon 9 from Vandenberg, 

California
• 4. OptoSAR combines Electro-Optical and SAR sensors
• (a) 1, 2, 3  (b) 2, 3, 4  (c) 1, 3, 4  (d) 1, 2, 3, 4



10 Revision + Mains Angles — Mission Drishti / Space  |  10 पुनरचिृवि + मुख्य परीक्षच | वमशन दृवि

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI)

• 1. Mission Drishti: World's first OptoSAR satellite; integrates EO 
+ SAR in single platform

• 2. Developed by GalaxEye (Bengaluru space start-up; IIT Madras 
incubated)

• 3. Launched on SpaceX Falcon 9 from Vandenberg, California
• 4. Weight: 190 kg — India's largest privately developed earth 

observation satellite
• 5. Capability: All-weather, day-and-night imaging; overcomes 

limitations of EO-only and SAR-only satellites
• 1. लमिन दृलि: लवि का पहिा OptoSAR; EO + SAR एकीकृत
• 2. GalaxEye (बेंगिुरु; IIT मद्रास इनकू्यबेटेि) द्वारा लवकलसत
• 3. Vandenberg, California से Falcon 9 पर िॉन्च
• 4. वजन: 190 kg — भारत का सबसे बडा लनजी पृथ्वी अविोकन

उपग्रह

• 5. सभी मौसम, लदन-रात इमेलजंग— पारंपररक सीमाओं को दूर करता

है

MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY + INTERVIEW

• GS-3 (S&T): India's private space sector; IN-SPACe; Space Policy 2023; 
OptoSAR technology; earth observation applications (defence, 
agriculture, disaster)

• GS-3 (Economy): Start-up ecosystem; deep tech funding; space 
economy (global $630B by 2030 — SpaceX, OneWeb); India's space 
economy target $44B by 2033

• GS-2 (Governance): Space regulation; FDI in space; IN-SPACe vs ISRO 
division of roles

• GS-3 (Defence): Dual-use of satellite technology; all-weather 
surveillance; strategic intelligence gathering

• Essay: 'From ISRO to start-ups: India's space sector democratisation 
and the new era of commercial space'

• Interview: 'GalaxEye launched the world's first OptoSAR satellite. 
How does this reflect India's evolving space ecosystem?'

• GS-3: S&T — OptoSAR; IN-SPACe; Space Policy 2023
• GS-3: अिटव्यवस्था—स्टाटट-अप; अंतररक्ष अिटव्यवस्था $44B िक्ष्य 2033







Why in News | Uber Cup 2026 — South Korea wins  |  चचचा में क्य ों | Uber Cup 2026 — दवक्षणकयररयच जीतच

3-1
South Korea beat China

in final at Horsens,
Denmark

3rd
Title

Korea's 3rd Uber Cup
championship

(2010, 2022, 2026)

4 years
First time in four

years South Korea
reclaims the title

An
Se-young

World No.1 South Korean
badminton star led

Korea's triumph

Horsens
Venue: Horsens,

Denmark — Uber Cup
2026 host city

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — मुख्य विकचस

• South Korean women's badminton team stunned China to reclaim 
the Uber Cup for the first time in four years

• South Korea bt China 3-1 in the summit clash at Horsens, Denmark
• Match results: An Se-young bt Wang Zhi Yi 21-10, 21-13; Lee So-hee 

& Jeong Na-eun lost 15-21, 12-21; Kim Ga-eun bt Chen Yu Fei 21-19, 
21-15; Kim Hye-jeong & Baek Ha-na bt Jia Yi Fan & Zhang Shu Xian 
16-21, 21-10, 21-13

• Korea's third Uber Cup title — after victories in 2010 and 2022
• An Se-young (World No.1) was the star performer — beat former 

world champion and Olympic gold medallist Chen Yu Fei's partner 
Wang Zhi Yi

• Uber Cup = prestigious women's international badminton team 
championship — traditionally dominated by China

• China had won the Uber Cup most times historically; Korea 
dethroning them is a significant upset

मुख्य विकचस (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

• दलक्षण कोररयाई मलहिा बैिलमंटन टीम ने चीन को हराकर चार साि

बाद Uber Cup पुनः जीता
• दलक्षण कोररया ने Horsens, Denmark में फाइनि में चीन को 3-1 से

हराया

• मैच पररणाम: An Se-young नेWang Zhi Yi को 21-10, 21-13 से
हराया; Kim Ga-eun ने Chen Yu Fei को 21-19, 21-15 से; Kim Hye-
jeong & Baek Ha-na ने युगि जीता

• कोररया का तीसरा Uber Cup स्थिताब— 2010 और 2022 के बाद
• An Se-young (लवि नंबर 1) ने िानदार प्रदिटन लकया
• Uber Cup = प्रलतलित मलहिा अंतराटिर ीय बैिलमंटन टीम चैस्थियनलिप

— ऐलतहालसकरूप से चीन का वचटस्व

• चीन से स्थिताब छीनना बडी उपिस्थि



Uber Cup, Thomas Cup & Badminton World Federation (BWF)  |  Uber Cup, Thomas Cup और BWF

UBER CUP — COMPLETE PROFILE

• Official name: BWF Uber Cup — International Badminton Federation 
Women's World Team Championship

• Started: 1956-57 (inaugural); named after Betty Uber (English badminton 
player who donated the trophy in 1956)

• Frequency: Held every 2 years
• Most titles: China (15 titles — dominant force in women's badminton); Japan 

(6 titles); USA (1)
• South Korea's titles: 2010, 2022, 2026 — third title
• Held alongside Thomas Cup (men's equivalent) — same year, often same 

venue

THOMAS CUP — MEN'S EQUIVALENT

• Thomas Cup = BWF International Badminton Federation Men's World Team 
Championship

• Started: 1948-49; named after Sir George Thomas (English badminton 
champion who donated trophy)

• Most titles: Indonesia (14 titles); China (10 titles); Malaysia (5 titles)
• India Thomas Cup 2022: India won Thomas Cup for FIRST TIME in history 

(beat Indonesia 3-0 in final) — historic
• India's Uber Cup: India has won Uber Cup —

• 2022: India won Thomas Cup (historic first) and Uber Cup same year — dual 
glory

BWF + BADMINTON TIMELINE

• BWF (Badminton World Federation): HQ Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; founded 
1934 as IBF; renamed BWF in 2006

• Major BWF tournaments: All England, World Championships, Olympic 
badminton, Thomas Cup, Uber Cup, Sudirman Cup (mixed), BWF World Tour

• Sudirman Cup: Mixed team championship; started 1989
• Badminton at Olympics: Included since 1992 Barcelona Olympics; events —

MS, WS, MD, WD, XD
• An Se-young: South Korean WS star; World No.1; known for high speed and 

deceptive play
• India in badminton: PV Sindhu (2 Olympic medals), Lakshya Sen, Kidambi 

Srikanth, Saina Nehwal (2012 Olympic bronze)

INDIA IN BADMINTON — KEY FACTS

• Badminton Association of India (BAI): Founded 1934; affiliated to BWF and 
BCA (Badminton Confederation of Asia)

• PV Sindhu: First Indian woman to win consecutive Olympic medals — Silver 
2016 Rio, Bronze 2020 Tokyo; World Champion 2019

• Saina Nehwal: Bronze 2012 London Olympics; former World No.1
• India Thomas Cup 2022: Historic win; Lakshya Sen, Kidambi Srikanth, Chirag 

Shetty-Satwik pair
• Satwik-Chirag: World No.1 doubles pair; 2023 World Championship finalists
• India National Badminton Academy: SAI (Sports Authority of India) funded; 

Hyderabad and Bengaluru centres



PYQs & MCQ Practice — Uber Cup / BWF / Badminton  |  PYQ औरMCQ | Uber Cup / BWF / बैिवमोंटन

CONFIRMED PYQs (UPSC/SSC/BANK/RAILWAY) — पुवि PYQ

SSC CGL 2023: BWF Headquarters is located at?  ANS: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

UPSC Pre 2024: India won the Thomas Cup for the first time in?  ANS: 2022 (beat Indonesia 3-0 in final)

Bank PO 2023: PV Sindhu won Silver at which Olympics?  ANS: 2016 Rio  |  SSC 2022: Uber Cup is associated with which sport?  ANS: Badminton (Women's team)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (SSC/BANK PATTERN)

• Q. The Uber Cup 2026 was won by 
which country?

• (a) China
• (b) Japan
• (c) India
• (d) South Korea

MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

• Q. Consider statements about Uber Cup and Thomas Cup:
• 1. Uber Cup is the women's badminton team championship; Thomas Cup 

is men's
• 2. India won the Thomas Cup for the first time in 2022
• 3. Both cups are named after badminton champions who donated the 

respective trophies
• 4. BWF headquarters is in Singapore
• (a) 1, 2, 3  (b) 2, 3, 4  (c) 1, 2, 4  (d) 1, 2, 3, 4
• ANS: (a) 1, 2 and 3 — BWF HQ is in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (NOT 

Singapore)
• Statement 4 wrong — BWF HQ = Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia



10 Revision + Mains Angles — Uber Cup / Badminton  |  10 पुनरचिृवि + मुख्यपरीक्षच | Uber Cup

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI)

• 1. South Korea won Uber Cup 2026, beating China 3-1 at 
Horsens, Denmark

• 2. Korea's 3rd Uber Cup title: 2010, 2022, 2026; first win in 4 
years

• 3. Uber Cup = BWF Women's International Badminton Team 
Championship; started 1956-57

• 4. Thomas Cup = Men's equivalent; India won historic FIRST 
Thomas Cup in 2022

• 5. BWF HQ: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; founded 1934 as IBF; 
renamed BWF 2006

• 1. दलक्षण कोररया ने Uber Cup 2026 जीता; चीन को 3-1 से हराया; 
Horsens, Denmark

• 2. कोररया का तीसरा Uber Cup: 2010, 2022, 2026
• 3. Uber Cup = BWF मलहिा टीम चैस्थियनलिप; 1956-57 में िुरू
• 4. Thomas Cup = पुरुि समकक्ष; भारत ने 2022 में ऐलतहालसक पहिी

बार जीता

• 5. BWF HQ: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; 1934 में IBF के रूप में
स्थालपत

MAINS / INTERVIEW / STATIC GK ANGLES

• Sports GK (all exams): Uber Cup (women, 1956), Thomas Cup 
(men, 1948), Sudirman Cup (mixed, 1989); BWF HQ Kuala 
Lumpur

• PV Sindhu: Silver (2016 Rio) + Bronze (2020 Tokyo) — first 
Indian woman with consecutive Olympic medals; World 
Champion 2019

• Saina Nehwal: Bronze 2012 London — first Indian woman 
Olympic badminton medal; former World No.1

• India Thomas Cup 2022: Kidambi Srikanth, Lakshya Sen, Satwik-
Chirag; beat Indonesia 3-0

• Badminton at Olympics since 1992 (Barcelona); events: MS, WS, 
MD, WD, Mixed Doubles

• GS-4 Ethics angle: Sports as soft power; women's achievement 
in sports; role of coaches and infrastructure

• इंटरवू्य: 'िेि भारत की soft power का लहस्सा है। PV Sindhuऔर
भारत की बैिलमंटन सफिता इसे कैसे दिाटती है?'

• Sports GK: BWF HQ KL; Uber (मलहिा); Thomas (पुरुि); Sudirman 
(लमलित)





Why in News | NASM-SR — Naval Anti-Ship Missile Short Range  |  चचचा में क्य ों| NASM-SR — नौसेनच जहचज-रयधी वमसचइल

NASM-SR
Naval Anti-Ship Missile

Short Range — first
successful salvo test

380 kg
Weight of NASM-SR
(200 kg lighter than
Sea Eagle at 580 kg)

55 km
Range of NASM-SR

(vs Sea Eagle's
110 km range)

DRDO
Developed with DRDO

labs in Hyderabad,
Pune and Chandigarh

2022
NASM-SR's first
successful flight
test conducted

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — मुख्य विकचस

• DRDO and Indian Navy successfully test-launched a SALVO of short-range 
anti-ship missiles (NASM-SR) from a helicopter off the ODISHA COAST

• NASM-SR = Naval Anti-Ship Missile Short Range — to be deployed from 
ship-borne helicopters

• First successful SALVO TEST — multiple launches in quick succession —
TWO missiles from the same helicopter

• Indian Navy already has British-origin Sea Eagle anti-ship missiles on Sea 
King 42B helicopters; NASM-SR is a potential upgrade

• Key upgrades over Sea Eagle: 200 kg lighter (380 kg vs 580 kg); man-in-
loop capability; waterline hit; private sector production (MSMEs/start-
ups)

• Development partners: DRDO labs in Hyderabad, Pune, Chandigarh; 
produced by private sector partners with MSMEs and start-ups

• Anatomy: Solid propulsion booster + sustainer engine + seeker + radio 
altimeter + high-bandwidth two-way data link system

मुख्य विकचस (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

• DRDO और भारतीय नौसेना ने ओलििा तट पर हेिीकॉप्टर से NASM-
SR (नौसेना जहाज-रोधी लमसाइि िॉटट रेंज) का SALVO परीक्षण
सफितापूवटक लकया

• NASM-SR = नौसेना जहाज-रोधी लमसाइि िॉटट रेंज— जहाज-स्थस्थत
हेिीकॉप्टरों से तैनाती के लिए

• पहिा सफि Salvo Test — एक ही हेिीकॉप्टर से त्वररत उत्तरालधकार

में दो लमसाइिें

• नौसेना के पास British-मूि की Sea Eagle लमसाइिें हैं; NASM-SR एक
संभालवत उन्नयन है

• मुख्य सुधार: 200 kg हल्की; man-in-loop क्षमता; waterline hit; लनजी
के्षत्र उत्पादन

• लवकास भागीदार: DRDO िैब हैदराबाद, पुणे, चंिीगढ़; MSMEs और
स्टाटट-अप

• संरचना: Solid propulsion booster + sustainer engine + seeker + 
radio altimeter + data link



NASM-SR Technology, Sea Eagle & India's Missile Programme  |  NASM-SR तकनीक, Sea Eagle औरभचरत कच वमसचइलकचयाक्रम

NASM-SR vs SEA EAGLE — COMPARISON TABLE

Feature Sea Eagle (British) NASM-SR (India) ✅

Weight ~580 kg ~380 kg (-200 kg)

Range ~110 km ~55 km

Man-in-loop No (fire-forget) YES ✅

Waterline hit No specific YES ✅

Origin British (BAE) Indigenous (DRDO)

Production Imported Private sector (MSME)

Era 1980s 2020s modern

KEY TECHNICAL FEATURES — मुख्य तकनीकी विशेषतचएों

• Man-in-Loop: Human operator can change missile path even MID-FLIGHT; 
reduces risk of hitting non-combatants; makes missile more adaptable; tested 
February 2025

• Waterline Hit: Missile strikes ship at/just above waterline (hull-water 
junction); most vulnerable part — can cause rapid flooding, disable or sink 
vessel; Sea Eagle lacks this

• Salvo Test: Multiple missiles launched in quick succession from one platform; 
ability to OVERWHELM ship's defence systems (saturate point defences)

• Seeker: Sensor that detects and tracks the target; two-way data link = real-
time operator control

• Sea-skimming trajectory: Flies very low over sea surface — difficult for radar 
to detect

DRDO + INDIA'S MISSILE PROGRAMME

• DRDO (Defence Research and Development Organisation): Est. 1958; HQ New 
Delhi; under Ministry of Defence; 50+ labs

• Key DRDO missile programmes: BrahMos (supersonic cruise, with Russia), 
Agni series (ICBM/IRBM), Prithvi, Astra (BVRAAM), HELINA (helicopter-
launched anti-tank), Nag (anti-tank), MRSAM/LRSAM (air defence)

• Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme (IGMDP): Launched 1983 
by APJ Abdul Kalam; produced Prithvi, Akash, Nag, Trishul, Agni

• Make in India defence: Private sector (MSMEs, start-ups) now part of missile 
production

NAVAL STRATEGY & INDIAN OCEAN

• India's strategic interest: Indian Ocean = lifeline for 75% of world's petroleum 
trade; India's SLOC (Sea Lanes of Communication) security

• Helicopter-launched missiles: Allow ship to engage hostile vessels from safe 
standoff distance without exposing the ship

• Odisha coast tests: Odisha = India's primary missile testing ground; Integrated 
Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur, Balasore

• India's Naval doctrine: Blue water navy ambition; 3 aircraft carriers; P-8I 
Poseidon (maritime patrol aircraft from USA)

• Indo-Pacific strategy: QUAD (India, USA, Japan, Australia); maritime security 
cooperation



PYQs & MCQ Practice — NASM-SR / DRDO / Naval Missiles  |  PYQ औरMCQ | NASM-SR / DRDO / नौसेनच वमसचइल

CONFIRMED PYQs (UPSC/CDS/NDA/SSC) — पुवि PYQ

UPSC Pre 2023: IGMDP was associated with development of which missiles?  ANS: Prithvi, Agni, Akash, Nag, Trishul

CDS 2024: DRDO headquarters is located in?  ANS: New Delhi  |  NDA 2023: BrahMos missile developed jointly by India and which country?  ANS: Russia (BrahMos = 
Brahmaputra + Moskva rivers)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/CDS/NDA PATTERN)

• Q. NASM-SR successfully tested in 2026 
stands for:

• (a) Naval Advanced Surface Missile Short 
Range

• (b) Naval Anti-Ship Missile Short Range
• (c) National Anti-Submarine Missile 

System Range
• (d) Naval Air Strike Missile Subsonic Range

MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

• Q. Consider statements about NASM-SR:
• 1. It weighs approximately 380 kg — 200 kg lighter than the Sea Eagle
• 2. It has a range of 110 km, greater than the Sea Eagle's 55 km range
• 3. It features 'man-in-loop' capability — operator can change missile path 

mid-flight
• 4. Its first successful flight test was conducted in May 2022
• (a) 1, 3, 4   (b) 1, 2, 3   (c) 2, 3, 4   (d) 1, 2, 3, 4
• ANS: (a) 1, 3 and 4 — NASM-SR range is 55 km; Sea Eagle range is 110 km 

(not reversed)
• Statement 2 WRONG — NASM-SR = 55 km; Sea Eagle = 110 km



10 Revision + Mains Angles — NASM-SR / DRDO / Naval Power  |  10 पुनरचिृवि + मुख्य परीक्षच | NASM-SR

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI)

• 1. NASM-SR = Naval Anti-Ship Missile Short Range; DRDO + Indian Navy; 
Odisha coast

• 2. First successful SALVO TEST — two missiles in quick succession from one 
helicopter

• 3. NASM-SR: 380 kg; 55 km range; man-in-loop; waterline hit; vs Sea Eagle: 
580 kg; 110 km; fire-and-forget

• 4. Development: DRDO labs (Hyderabad, Pune, Chandigarh); private sector 
(MSMEs, start-ups)

• 5. First flight test: May 2022; man-in-loop tested: February 2025; salvo test: 
May 2026

• 1. NASM-SR = नौसेना जहाज-रोधी लमसाइि िॉटट रेंज; DRDO + नौसेना; ओलििा तट
• 2. पहिा सफि Salvo Test — एक हेिीकॉप्टर से दो लमसाइिें

• 3. NASM-SR: 380 kg; 55 km; man-in-loop; waterline hit; Sea Eagle: 580 kg; 110 
km; fire-and-forget

• 4. लवकास: DRDO िैब हैदराबाद, पुणे, चंिीगढ़; लनजी के्षत्र (MSMEs, स्टाटट-अप)
• 5. उडान परीक्षण: मई 2022; man-in-loop परीक्षण: फरवरी 2025; salvo: मई 2026

MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY + INTERVIEW

• GS-3 (S&T/Security): DRDO's role in indigenous defence; IGMDP legacy; man-
in-loop capability for IHL (International Humanitarian Law) compliance; 
private sector in defence production

• GS-3 (Defence): India's naval modernisation; helicopter-launched missiles; 
Indian Ocean security; SLOC protection; QUAD and maritime security

• GS-2 (IR): India's Make in India Defence; Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence; FDI in 
defence (74% auto, 100% govt route); DPP (Defence Procurement Procedure)

• GS-4 (Ethics): Man-in-loop = ethical weapon design; reducing collateral 
damage; distinction between combatants and non-combatants (IHL principle 
of distinction)

• Essay: 'Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence: India's journey from importer to 
innovator'

• GS-3: DRDO; IGMDP; man-in-loop और IHL; Make in India Defence
• GS-4: Man-in-loop — IHL अनुपािन; िडाकोंऔर गैर-िडाकों में अंतर

(Distinction)
• लनबंध: 'रक्षा में आत्मलनभटर भारत: आयातक से नवाचारक तककी यात्रा'





Why in News | SCoR — India's 18th Railway Zone  |  चचचा में क्य ों | SCoR —भचरत कच 18िचाँ रेलिे जयन

18th
SCoR is India's newest
and 18th Railway Zone

(newest and latest)

HQ
Vizag

Headquarters:
Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh

June 1
2026

Operations expected
to commence from

June 1, 2026

4
Divisions
Guntakal, Vijayawada,

Guntur, Visakhapatnam
(erstwhile Waltair)

410 km
Of ECoR assigned to

Visakhapatnam division;
680 km to Rayagada

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — मुख्य विकचस

• Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced gazette notification for 
creation of South Coast Railway Zone (SCoR) to be issued soon; operations 
expected from June 1, 2026

• SCoR is India's NEWEST and 18th Railway Zone; headquarters at 
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh

• Created from AP Reorganisation Act 2014 (which led to formation of 
Telangana); longstanding demand of Andhra Pradesh fulfilled after 2024 
general elections

• SCoR covers the major portion of Andhra Pradesh + parts of Telangana, Tamil 
Nadu and Karnataka

• Created by carving out areas from two adjacent zones: East Coast Railway 
(ECoR) and South Central Railway (SCR)

• 4 Divisions: Guntakal, Vijayawada, Guntur, Visakhapatnam (erstwhile Waltair 
division); ~52.5 acres land for HQ marked at Mudasarlova

• Opposition: Odisha parties allege ECoR revenue-making Palasa-Ichhapuram 
section transferred to SCoR; ECoR transported 286 million tonnes freight in 
2025-26 (17% of Railways' total)

मुख्य विकचस (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

• रेि मंत्री Ashwini Vaishnaw ने र्ोिणा: South Coast Railway Zone (SCoR) के लिए
राजपत्र अलधसूचना जल्द; 1 जून 2026 से पररचािन अपेलक्षत

• SCoR = भारत का सबसे नया और 18वााँ रेिवे जोन; HQ लविािापट्टनम, आंध्र प्रदेि
• AP Reorganisation Act 2014 (Telangana लनमाटण) के बाद से AP की िंबे समय से

मांग; 2024 आम चुनाव के बाद पूरी
• SCoR में AP का बडा लहस्सा + Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka के कुछ भाग
• ECoR और SCR (साउि सेंटर ि रेिवे) के के्षत्रों से बनाया गया
• 4 लिवीजन: गंुटकि, लवजयवाडा, गंुटूर, लविािापट्टनम (पूवट Waltair)
• लवरोध: Odisha दिों का आरोप— ECoR का राजस्व उत्पन्नकरने वािा Palasa-

Ichhapuram िंि SCoR को लदया



SCoR Background, AP Reorganisation & Indian Railways Zones  |  SCoR पृष्ठभूवम, AP पुनर्ाठनऔर भचरतीय रेलिे जयन

INDIAN RAILWAYS ZONES — COMPLETE TABLE

Zone HQ Zone HQ

1. CR Mumbai 10. SR Chennai

2. ER Kolkata 11. SWR Hubli

3. ECR Hajipur 12. WCR Jabalpur

4. ECoR Bhubaneswar 13. WR Mumbai

5. NR New Delhi 14. NER Gorakhpur

6. NCR Allahabad 15. SECR Bilaspur

7. NFR Guwahati 16. SER Kolkata

8. NWR Jaipur 17. SCR Secunderabad

9. NEFR (Metro) Kolkata 18. SCoR ✅ Visakhapatnam

AP REORGANISATION ACT 2014 — KEY FACTS

• AP Reorganisation Act 2014: Bifurcated undivided Andhra Pradesh into two 
states — AP and Telangana (effective June 2, 2014)

• Telangana capital: Hyderabad; AP capital: Amaravati (under construction); 
Visakhapatnam = executive capital of AP

• Post-bifurcation promise: AP to get a new Railway Zone (SCoR), new AIIMS, 
IIT, central university — largely unfulfilled until 2024

• TDP (Telugu Desam Party) under CM Chandrababu Naidu: BJP-TDP-Jana Sena 
alliance (2024); pushed for SCoR creation

• Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced at Google AI data centre 
ceremony in Visakhapatnam (April 28, 2026)

CONSTITUTIONAL + GOVERNANCE ANGLE

• Article 3: Parliament can form new states, alter boundaries, change names of 
existing states — basis for AP Reorganisation Act

• Railways = Union List (Entry 22, 7th Schedule) — exclusive domain of Central 
Government

• Indian Railways: Ministry of Railways; 18 zones; ~1.4 lakh km rail network; 
largest rail employer in world

• Gazette notification: Official government notification in Official Gazette —
gives legal effect to government decisions

• ECoR: East Coast Railway; HQ Bhubaneswar; concerns about revenue loss 
from SCoR creation

GEOGRAPHY — VISAKHAPATNAM & ANDHRA PRADESH

• Visakhapatnam (Vizag): Largest city of AP; Bay of Bengal coast; natural deep 
harbour; Eastern Naval Command HQ; major port and industrial hub

• Andhra Pradesh: 26th state by area; borders Telangana, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu; coastal state on Bay of Bengal + Arabian Sea

• Key AP ports: Visakhapatnam (major port), Krishnapatnam, Machilipatnam, 
Kakinada

• AP = rich in minerals: iron ore (Bailadila link via ECoR), coal, bauxite, 
limestone; ECoR crucial for freight

• Google AI data centre project ($15 billion) also at Visakhapatnam — strategic 
importance growing



PYQs & MCQ Practice — SCoR / Railway Zones / AP Reorganisation  |  PYQ औरMCQ | SCoR / रेलिे जयन / AP पुनर्ाठन

CONFIRMED PYQs (UPSC/SSC/BANK/RAILWAY) — पुवि PYQ

UPSC Pre 2023: ECoR (East Coast Railway) headquarters is at?  ANS: Bhubaneswar, Odisha

Railway RRB 2023: How many railway zones are there in India after SCoR?  ANS: 18  |  SSC CGL 2022: AP Reorganisation Act was passed in which year?  ANS: 2014 (Telangana 
became 29th state on June 2, 2014)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (UPSC/SSC/RAILWAY PATTERN)

• Q. The South Coast Railway Zone (SCoR) is India's 18th 
railway zone with headquarters at:

• (a) Hyderabad
• (b) Vijayawada
• (c) Visakhapatnam
• (d) Chennai
• ANS: (c) Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh
• Note: Operations from June 1, 2026; carved from ECoR 

and SCR; arose from AP Reorganisation Act 2014

MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

• Q. Consider statements about South Coast Railway Zone 
(SCoR):

• 1. SCoR is India's 18th Railway Zone with HQ at Visakhapatnam
• 2. It was created following demands arising from AP 

Reorganisation Act, 2014
• 3. It was carved from East Coast Railway (ECoR) and South 

Central Railway (SCR)
• 4. Railway is on the State List of the 7th Schedule
• (a) 1, 2, 3  (b) 2, 3, 4  (c) 1, 2, 4  (d) 1, 2, 3, 4
• ANS: (a) 1, 2 and 3 — Railway is on Union List (Entry 22), NOT 

State List
• Statement 4 WRONG — Railway = Union List Entry 22



10 Revision + Mains Angles — SCoR / Railways / AP  |  10 पुनरचिृवि + मुख्य परीक्षच | SCoR / रेलिे / AP

10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI)

• 1. SCoR = South Coast Railway Zone; India's 18th Railway Zone; 
HQ Visakhapatnam, AP

• 2. Operations from June 1, 2026; gazette notification from 
Ministry of Railways soon

• 3. Arose from AP Reorganisation Act 2014 (bifurcation into AP + 
Telangana)

• 4. Carved from ECoR (East Coast Railway, HQ Bhubaneswar) and 
SCR (South Central Railway, HQ Secunderabad)

• 5. 4 Divisions: Guntakal, Vijayawada, Guntur, Visakhapatnam 
(erstwhile Waltair)

• 1. SCoR = साउि कोस्ट रेिवे जोन; 18वााँ जोन; HQ लविािापट्टनम, AP
• 2. 1 जून 2026 से पररचािन; रेि मंत्रािय से राजपत्र अलधसूचना
• 3. AP Reorganisation Act 2014 (AP + Telangana लवभाजन) से उत्पन्न
• 4. ECoR (HQ भुवनेिर) और SCR (HQ लसकंदराबाद) से लनलमटत
• 5. 4 लिवीजन: गंुटकि, लवजयवाडा, गंुटूर, लविािापट्टनम (पूवट

Waltair)

MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY + INTERVIEW

• GS-2 (Polity/Governance): Article 3 (new state 
formation); Article 246 + 7th Schedule Entry 22 
(Railways = Union List); Centre-State relations in 
infrastructure development

• GS-2 (IR/Governance): AP Reorganisation Act 2014; 
post-bifurcation commitments; federalism and regional 
demands

• GS-3 (Infrastructure/Economy): Importance of railways 
in freight; Eastern coast connectivity; logistics corridor; 
PM GatiShakti National Master Plan

• GS-1 (Geography): AP geography — coastal state; 
Visakhapatnam port; Eastern coast industrial belt

• Essay: 'Indian Railways: Infrastructure backbone for a $5 
trillion economy'

• Interview: 'SCoR was a demand since AP bifurcation in 
2014. What does its creation mean for AP's 
development and railways administration?'

• GS-2: अनुचे्छद 3; Entry 22 Union List; कें द्र-राज्य संबंध

• GS-3: रेिवे माि ढुिाई; GatiShakti; पूवी तट कनेस्थिलवटी





Why in News | Mittal-Poonawala RR Stake | IPL Economy  |  चचचा में क्य ों | Mittal-Poonawala RR वहसे्सदचरी | IPL अर्ाव्यििच

₹15,660
Cr

Deal value ($1.65B)
for Rajasthan Royals

stake acquisition

75%
Mittal Family to own

approx. 75% of
Rajasthan Royals

18%
Adar Poonawala
(Serum Institute)

to hold ~18% stake

$67M
Original purchase

price of RR in 2008
by Manoj Badale

BCCI
+ CCI

Deal needs approval
from BCCI and

Competition Commission

KEY DEVELOPMENT (EN) — मुख्य विकचस

• UK-based Indian billionaire Lakshmi Mittal and Adar Poonawala (Serum 
Institute of India) acquired a stake in IPL franchise Rajasthan Royals — deal 
worth $1.65 billion (₹15,660 crore)

• Mittal Family + Poonawala + current principal owner Manoj Badale formed a 
new consortium; will also own Paarl Royals (SA20) and Barbados Royals 
(Caribbean Premier League)

• Post-deal ownership: Mittal Family ~75%; Adar Poonawala ~18%; Manoj 
Badale ~7% (existing investors)

• Deal needs approval from BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in India) and CCI 
(Competition Commission of India)

• RR was originally bought by Manoj Badale for $67 million in 2008 — valuation 
jumped to $1.65 billion (25x increase in 18 years)

• Aditya Mittal (son of Lakshmi Mittal, CEO of ArcelorMittal) is likely to be new 
face of franchise

• Context: RR is one of IPL's original 8 franchises; only team to win IPL in 
inaugural season 2008 (Shane Warne captain)

मुख्य विकचस (HI) — KEY DEVELOPMENT

• UK-स्थस्थत भारतीय अरबपलत Lakshmi Mittal और Adar Poonawala (Serum 
Institute) ने Rajasthan Royals में $1.65 लबलियन (₹15,660 करोड) में लहसे्सदारी
हालसिकी

• Mittal पररवार + Poonawala + मौजूदा मालिकManoj Badale का नया कंसोलिटयम; 
Paarl Royals (SA20) और Barbados Royals (CPL) भी िालमि

• लहसे्सदारी: Mittal पररवार ~75%; Adar Poonawala ~18%; Manoj Badale ~7%
• BCCI और CCI (Competition Commission of India) की मंजूरी आवश्यक
• RR को 2008 में Manoj Badale ने $67 लमलियन में िरीदा िा— 18 साि में 25 गुना

वृस्थद्ध

• Aditya Mittal (Lakshmi Mittal के पुत्र, ArcelorMittal CEO) franchise का नया चेहरा
होगें

• RR = IPL के 8 मूि फ्रें चाइजी में से एक; 2008 में पहिा IPL जीता (Shane Warne 
कप्तान)
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IPL — ECONOMIC PROFILE & VALUATION

• IPL (Indian Premier League): Est. 2008 by BCCI; 10 franchises currently; 
Twenty20 format; highest-attended cricket league globally

• IPL brand value 2025: ~$10 billion+ (Duff & Phelps/Houlihan Lokey estimates); 
most valuable cricket property

• RR 2008 price: $67 million; RR 2026 deal: $1.65 billion — 25x appreciation in 
18 years

• IPL media rights: 2023-27 cycle — JioCinema (digital) + Star Sports (TV); total 
rights value ~₹48,390 crore ($5.8B) for 5 years

• BCCI approval for ownership changes: Required as per IPL franchise 
agreements; BCCI can reject unsuitable owners

• CCI (Competition Commission of India): Ensures fair competition; checks 
monopolistic practices

KEY PLAYERS — PROFILES

• Lakshmi Mittal: UK-based Indian billionaire; CEO ArcelorMittal (world's largest 
steel company); Forbes list; family from Rajasthan — emotional connect to RR

• Adar Poonawala: CEO Serum Institute of India (Pune); world's largest vaccine 
manufacturer by volume; produced Covishield (AstraZeneca COVID vaccine) in 
India

• Manoj Badale: British businessman; original owner since 2008; continues as 
bridge between past and present

• ArcelorMittal: India operations — Hazira plant (Gujarat), Odisha plant (under 
construction); major employer

• Serum Institute: Est. 1966 by Cyrus Poonawala; HQ Pune; ~50% of world's 
children vaccinated with Serum products

BCCI + COMPETITION COMMISSION — REGULATORY

• BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in India): Est. 1928; HQ Mumbai; not a 
statutory body — operates under Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act; 
regulates cricket in India

• BCCI is richest cricket board in world; not covered under RTI Act (as it's a 
private body); Supreme Court placed it under Lodha Committee reforms 
(2016)

• Competition Commission of India (CCI): Est. under Competition Act 2002; HQ 
New Delhi; regulates anti-competitive practices, mergers and acquisitions 
above threshold

• CCI approval needed: When acquisition above ₹2,000 crore threshold — RR 
deal well above (₹15,660 crore)

• IPL franchise transfer: Must comply with BCCI Governing Council rules and CCI 
regulations

SERUM INSTITUTE + VACCINE ECONOMY

• Serum Institute of India (SII): Founded 1966 by Cyrus Poonawala; HQ Pune; 
world's largest vaccine manufacturer by doses

• Covishield: AstraZeneca-Oxford COVID vaccine manufactured by SII in India; 
~1.5 billion doses produced

• India's vaccine diplomacy: Vaccine Maitri — donated/supplied vaccines to 76+ 
countries during COVID (2021)

• Poonawala family: Billionaires; Adar Poonawala (son) is current CEO; invested 
$1 billion in Boston Celtics (NBA) in 2025

• IPL as investment class: Sports franchises increasingly seen as appreciating 
alternative assets; global billionaires buying sports teams (Abu Dhabi owns 
Man City, Saudi Arabia buying sports)
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CONFIRMED PYQs (UPSC/SSC/BANK/RAILWAY) — पुवि PYQ

UPSC Pre 2024: Competition Commission of India established under?  ANS: Competition Act, 2002

Bank PO 2023: Serum Institute of India is world's largest manufacturer of?  ANS: Vaccines  |  SSC CGL 2023: ArcelorMittal is primarily associated with which industry?  ANS: Steel 
(world's largest steel company by revenue)

MCQ 1 — DIRECT (SSC/BANK/UPSC PATTERN)

• Q. The deal for Lakshmi Mittal and Adar Poonawala's 
stake in Rajasthan Royals (IPL) requires approval from 
which two bodies?

• (a) SEBI and Reserve Bank of India
• (b) Ministry of Sports and Ministry of Finance
• (c) BCCI and Competition Commission of India (CCI)
• (d) Supreme Court and BCCI

MCQ 2 — STATEMENT-BASED (UPSC PATTERN)

• Q. Consider statements about the Rajasthan Royals deal:
• 1. Rajasthan Royals was originally bought for $67 million in 

2008
• 2. Adar Poonawala is the CEO of Serum Institute of India —

world's largest vaccine manufacturer
• 3. The Mittal Family will own approximately 75% of Rajasthan 

Royals after completion
• 4. The deal requires only BCCI approval; CCI approval is not 

required
• (a) 1, 2, 3  (b) 2, 3, 4  (c) 1, 3, 4  (d) 1, 2, 3, 4
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10 REVISION POINTS (EN + HI)

• 1. Lakshmi Mittal + Adar Poonawala acquired stake in Rajasthan 
Royals; deal worth ₹15,660 crore ($1.65B)

• 2. Ownership post-deal: Mittal Family ~75%; Poonawala ~18%; 
Manoj Badale ~7%

• 3. RR originally bought for $67 million (2008) — now valued at 
$1.65B (25x in 18 years)

• 4. BCCI + CCI approval needed; CCI = Competition Act 2002; HQ 
New Delhi

• 5. Serum Institute (HQ Pune): World's largest vaccine 
manufacturer; Covishield; Adar Poonawala is CEO

• 1. Lakshmi Mittal + Adar Poonawala ने RR में ₹15,660 करोड में
लहसे्सदारी

• 2. स्वालमत्व: Mittal ~75%; Poonawala ~18%; Manoj Badale ~7%
• 3. RR 2008 में $67 लमलियन—अब $1.65B (18 साि में 25 गुना)
• 4. BCCI + CCI की मंजूरी जरूरी; CCI = Competition Act 2002; HQ 

नई लदल्ली

• 5. Serum Institute (HQ पुणे): लवि का सबसे बडा वैक्सीन लनमाटता; 
Covishield; Adar Poonawala CEO

MAINS ANGLES + ESSAY + INTERVIEW

• GS-3 (Economy): IPL as alternative investment asset; sports 
economy; franchise valuation; FDI in sports; SEBI-listed sports 
companies

• GS-2 (Polity/Governance): BCCI regulation; CCI oversight; 
Competition Act 2002; mergers and acquisition threshold; 
Lodha Committee on BCCI

• GS-3 (Economy): Serum Institute; vaccine economy; Vaccine 
Maitri; India's pharmaceutical exports (~$25B/year); HQ Pune = 
pharmaceutical capital

• GS-4 (Ethics): Corporate governance in sports; transparency in 
franchise ownership; accountability of BCCI (private body, 
public interest)

• Essay: 'Sports as soft power and economic force: The IPL story'
• Interview: 'Rajasthan Royals was valued at $67 million in 2008 

and is now worth $1.65 billion. What does this say about India's 
sports economy?'

• GS-3: IPL franchise; CCI; Competition Act 2002; Serum Institute; 
वैक्सीन कूटनीलत

• GS-4: BCCI पारदलिटता; िेि फ्रें चाइजी स्वालमत्व; Lodha Committee
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