Dai[y Cm;ent Afairs

3B e = Bt
P s vy 4 33 it

foce sacis A Sy oty e p e A Y s 0 cns gz
hmw&“&wuaum ¢ 3o werebg o g Eown 00 oftowf 2n

S ¥ 703, 3 7 Bz oA it T A s

6 W T 53 e YR Pt o e e e s
A 4 14 P e e e o e e 4 e e

wbuﬂanEXPRESS

JOURINALIS M OF COURAGE

AL L SN YD R

inagh epoeiane muw:nm !

MMmm

SE e trail NiA
Juckyscarches in TN

THE
NEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS

THE HINDU



3

The Hindu y

0
PIB, PRS & Other

LI ' newspaper

2

The Indian
Express

@, .
U Jansatta

2

Financial
Express



In every exam hall, calm minds usually
outperform noisy fears.
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U.S. moots 12.5% tariff on
India for failure to enforce
‘forced labour’ regulations

WASHINGTON

The U.S. government has
proposed to Jevy a tariff of
12.5% on imports from 54
countrles, Including Indla,
that it says have “failed to
impose and effectively en-
force™ prohibitions on the
import of goods produced
using forced bour,

In response, the Indian
government has sald it “re-
mains engaged” with the
U.S. government regarding
this aswellas
the finalisation of an Inte-
rim Agreement on trade,
The office of the US,
Trade Representative
(USTR) had, In March this
year, launched an investi-
gation under Section 301 of
the U.S. Trade Act of 1974
to look into whether its
trade partners were taking
enough steps to stop the
import of goods made us-
ing forced labour.

The latest tariff announ-
cements, as part of this in-
vestigation, are not final as

yet.

Countries, Including tn-
dia, can submit requests to
take part In public hear-
ings by June 22, submit
written comments by July
6, and partidpate in the
public hearings on July 7,

Tool to impose tariff
According to trade experts,
investigations under Sec-
tion 301 was seen as a ool
for the U.S. to impose ta-
s on its Imports after the
country’s Supreme Court
in February struck down
the reciprocal tariffs — in-
cluding the 50% levied on
India - that had been im-
posed by US. President
Donald Trump.

“The results of this in-
vestigation indicate that

Blow—by-blow | Atmetneat us. tand-retated events

= Fab. 20, 2026: .5,
Suprome Court scraps
reciprocal tanffs, Trump
imposes 10% L50-day
taritls on all imports

» March 2026: U5, Trade

Representative iaonches = June 22: Deadline to submit

Investigations on partners POQUESTS 10 Take part in public
s haarings an the case

* Jume 142 1.

negotiators visit India to » July 6: Deadling o submit

finalise trade deal written comments

® Juse 2: USTR announces

findings of imvestigtions
reloted to forced labous

= July 71 Dase of public hearings
NG Io the invesiigecon -

® July 24: Expiry of 10% U.S. tacifts

the acts, policies and prac-
tices of India relaed to the
failure to impose and effec-
tively enforce a forced la-
bour import prohibition
are unreasonable and bur-
den or restrict US. com-
merce,” the USTR report
said.

The proposed tariffs put
India in the same tariff
bracket as several of its
competitors,  including
Bangladesh, China, Malay-
sia, Thailand, and
Vietnam.

The proposal by the
USTR also inchudes a sepa-
rate mechanism for textile
and apparel products, un-
der which a certain volume
of imports from selected
economies woulkd be al-
lowed to enter the US. at
Jower tariff rates.

According to Agneshwar
Sen, trade policy leader at
EY India, the impact of
these tariffs on India could
be multidimensional.

“In the pear term, ex-
porters in labour-intensive
industries such as textiles,
garments, carpets, leather
products, and brassware
could face at least an addi-
tional 10% levy under Sec:
tion 301, adding 1o their ex-

isting tariff exposure,” Mr.

proactively in the July 7 pu-
blic hearing to challenge
these conclusions,” he
added.

Govt.

“India remains

with the U.S. on the matter
as a part of Section 301
proceedings,” the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry
said in & statement on Wed-
nesday. “India is also paral-
lelly engaged with the US.
for finalisation of a frame-
work agreement as was an-
nounced on February 2,
2026, and in accordance
with the joint statement re-
leased on February 7,
2026," It added.

A negotiating team from
the U.S. is currently in In-
dia on a three-day visit that
will conclude on June 4.

trip is to “finalise the de-
tails” pertaining to the In-
terim Agreement between
the two countries and take
forward the negotiations
on a broader Bilateral

Trade Agreement (BTA).



Article 1: US 12.5% Tariff on India

12.5% 54

Tariff Proposed Countries Targeted

aferd o=

Key Facts / 8T d

Section 301 = US Trade Act 1974 — punitive tariff tool
India in same bracket as China, Bangladesh, Vietham

US Supreme Court struck down reciprocal tariffs: Feb 2026
ILO Conv. 29 (1930) = Forced Labour Convention

Article 23: India's constitutional ban on forced labour

BTA (Bilateral Trade Agreement) negotiations ongoing

Jul 7

Section 301 | Trade Act 1974

~18%

PubI([c Hearing DaEe India's US Export Share

Hrdol-eb gaTg

HRd hT US

Timeline /m

Feb 2026

Mar 2026

Jun 1-4

Jun 2

Jun 22

Jul 6

Jul 7

Jul 24

SC scraps reciprocal tariffs

Section 301 investigation launched

US team visits India for BTA

USTR announces forced labour probe

Deadline: Public hearing requests

Deadline: Written comments

Public hearings held

10% US tariffs expire




Article 1: Multi-Subject Grid | agﬁw qde

Polity / TSTST AT Economy / SIJTaxIT History / Sfd&Td

Art. 23 — Prohibition of forced labour Section 301 = punitive tariff mechanism : sze Act 1974 enacted post-Vietnam

MFN (Most Favoured Nation) under

WTO Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) WTO Section 301 used vs China in 2018

USTR investigations vs WTO rules India-US trade: ~$77B exports India-US trade relations since 1991

Geography / 'lf'h?[ Environment / UgiaRur Science & Tech /ﬁﬁ'ﬁ

Textile hubs: Surat, Tiruppur, Ludhiana Forced labour linked to illegal mining Blockchain for supply chain verification

Carpet: Bhadohi (UP); Leather: Agra Supply chain deforestation concerns RFID tracking of labour-free products

Brassware: Moradabad, UP ILO Convention 29 (1930) Digital trade facilitation tools

Static GK: USTR — Washington DC | WTO/ILO — Geneva [ ILO Conv. 29 (1930) — Forced Labour Convention
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Union Cabinet approves
9,585-crore scheme to
cut pollution in Delhi-NCR
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Union Cabinet approves
39,585-crore scheme to
cut pollution in Delhi-NCR

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a
two-year scheme aimed at
reducing air pollution in
the Delhi- National Capital
Region (NCR) by accelerat-
ing the transition to clean-
er transport technologies.

With a total financial
outlay of ¥9,585 crore, in-
cluding %5,041 crore from
the Centre and an estimat-
ed 1,601 crore in tax con-
cessions from the partici-
pating States, the scheme
seeks to incentivise owners
of trucks and buses regis-
tered in the Delhi-NCR that
comply with BS-IV or ear-
lier emission norms to re-
place them with BS-VI or
stricter emission-com-
pliant vehicles, or electric
vehicles (EVs).

The scheme is expected
to reduce vehicular emis-
sions and contribute to im-
proved air quality index
(AQI), read an official
statement.

The move will benefit
approximately 2.07 lakh
(1.91lakh trucks and 16,329

P} .|
\\‘ =y

//Q ‘;' phSlng ot o
old
Delhi (Rs 5 0:;\8“‘ and buses in

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announces the Cabinet decisions
in New Delhi on Wednesday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

buses) owners in Delhi-
NCR (comprising Delhi,
Haryana, Rajasthan, and
Uttar Pradesh), it stated.
For BS-II1 or older vehi-
cles, scrapping at regis-
tered vehicle scrapping fa-
cilities is mandatory. BS-IV
vehicles may either be
“scrapped or sold outside
the NCR in non-National
Clean Air Programme ci-
ties/towns”. Owners must
then purchase and register
a BS-VI or stricter norms-
compliant or an EV within
the NCR. However, in Del-
hi, light goods vehicles pur-
chased under the scheme
must be electric while bus-
es must be compliant with

BS-VI norms, run on CNG,
or be electric only. Govern-
ment vehicles are excluded
from the scheme.

The Centre will provide
5% interest subvention on
loans for five years, month-
ly fuel vouchers worth up
to ¥,800 depending on
vehicle category, and
lump-sum benefits for EV
purchases or Certificate of
Deposit trading.

States will waive regis-
tration fees and grant up to
100% motor vehicle tax
concessions for new vehi-
cles and 50% for used veh-
icles for 10 years. They will
also waive pending liabili-
ties on old vehicles.



Article 2: X9,585 Cr Delhi-NCR Clean Transport Scheme

X9,585 Cr X5,041 Cr 2.07 Lakh 10 ppm

Total Outlay Centre's Share Vehicles Covered BS-VI Sulphur
% Uk g o1 fgedr HoR e TeHR Tt

Key Provisions / T UTAYTA AQI Scale / AT :

BS-IIl or older: Mandatory scrapping at registered centres
0-50 Good / 33T

51:100 | Satisfactory / SdISo®H

Delhi light goods vehicles: Electric ONLY
- Moderate / HHH

5% interest subvention on loans for 5 years

BS-IV: Scrap OR sell outside NCR non-NCAP cities

201-300 Poor / WRId

Monthly fuel voucher: up to X4,800
301-400 Very Poor / dgd WRId

100% motor vehicle tax waiver for new vehicles (10 yrs) _
401-500 Severe / TR

States waive registration fees + pending liabilities

NCR States: Delhi | Haryana | Rajasthan | Uttar Pradesh | CAQM est. 2021 | NCAP Target: 407




Article 2: Multi-Subject Grid | ag-ﬁm'r qde

Polity / JTSTOOART Economy / Seaa=T

o CAQM Act 2021 — supersedes states

for NCR FAME-II (2019): EV adoption subsidies

Air (Prevention) Act 1981 PLI Scheme for automobile sector

Environment Protection Act 1986 Vehicle Scrappage Policy 2021

Geography / 'lf'h?[ Environment / UgiaRur

. Indo-Gangetic Plain: bowl traps

pollutants PM2.5 < 2.5 um — penetrates lungs

Stubble burning: Punjab/Haryana NCAP: 40% PM2.5/PM10 by 2026

Delhi-NCR: Delhi, HR, RJ, UP WHO limit: 5 pg/m3 (India: 40 pg/m3)

Static GK: CAQM (2021) | NCAP (2019) | FAME-II (2019) | MC Mehta Case (1998) | GRAP: 4 Stages

History / E'I%IFR:[

MC Mehta case - CNG order 1998
India leapfrogged BS-I1V to BS-VI (2020)

Delhi air crisis: decades of interventions

Science & Tech /ﬁ?ﬂ?

BS-VI: 10 ppm sulphur (BS-IV: 50 ppm)
Li-ion EV batteries

GRAP: 4-stage emergency response
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Is climate research being held
back by local instrumentation?

What are India’s biggest gaps in climate research? Why do prototypes fail to become products?

Jacob Koshy

The story so far:
Mega Science Vision-2035
report on Climate Research is a
roadmap prepared by the
Indian climate research
community with the Indian Institute of
Science (11Sc), Bengaluru, as the nodal
institution, and submitted to the Office of
the Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) to
the Government of India, was made
public this week.

What is its central message?

The central message of the report is that
India has effectively lost the ability to
build its own scientific instruments.
“Today, virtually no company in India
manufactures quality scientific
instruments for climate research,” it

cy n

states, adding that “billions of rupees
have been spent and continue to be spent
on procuring instruments manufactured
elsewhere.” Worse, imported instruments
are often used “without knowing the
principle of operation, the built-in
assumptions... and their limitations,” and
left uncalibrated for years — producing, in
the report’s words, “incorrect data being
reported in national and international
journals, often leading to questions on the
credibility of Indian science.”

What is the Mega Science Vision
exercise?

The Mega Science Vision exercise,
historically used to plan large,
long-horizon projects in nuclear and
high-energy physics, was for the first time
extended to climate research, ecology and
astronomy, and facilitated by the PSA’s

office under Prof. Ajay K. Sood. A working
group chaired by Prof. S.K. Satheesh, with
former Indian National Centre for Ocean
Information Services (INCOIS) director Dr.
S.S.C. Shenoi, as member-secretary, drew
on consultations with over 3,000
researchers. Crucially, the document calls
itself “a Climate Research community
document” of “hopes and aspirations™
whose projects are “indicative” — it is
neither a mandatory prescription nor a
statement of government policy or

funding.

Hasn’t India built any of its own
climate instruments?

It has built prototypes, but rarely
products. The report notes that Indian
engineers can design and demonstrate
instruments, “some of which have already
been demonstrated successfully,” yet

“they are not often translated into final
industrial products.” Examples include
automatic profiling floats developed at the
National Institute of Ocean Technologyfor
ocean observation, and automatic
weather stations by the India
Meteorological Department and ISRO.
Although transferred to industry, “most of
them have not reached the market yet.”
Tellingly, the first phase of the proposed
sensor programme is an audit to identify
why such technologies fail to scale to
production. The suggested remedy —
mandating that most instruments be
made in India, backed by assured
procurement and pricing ~ sits uneasily
with recent experience: the Government
e-Marketplace (GeM) portal, made
mandatory to support domestic vendors,
was rolled back for scientific institutions
in June 2025 after scientists found it
hindered access to customised,

high-quality equipment.

Why study uncontrolled renewables?
Although renewable energy seems to be
the right solution to replace polluting
sources, the report cautions that studies
are needed to assess the long-term effects
of uncontrolled tapping of natural
resources — even as it insists renewables
must remain a priority to sustain recent
momentum. India, which has pledged
500 GW of non-fossil capacity by 2030,

crossed the halfway mark in installed
capacity in 2025. The report also calls for
scientific methods to estimate the social
cost of carbon, a “polluter pays”
mechanism to prevent the atmosphere
from becoming a dumping ground, and
measures to offset the burden of carbon
taxation on the poor.

What else in the report is of
importance?

The report proposes a pan-India Climate
and Health Observatory under a mega
project on adaptation and resilience,
reflecting how thinly India tracks
climate-related health impacts. It outlines
eight mega projects spanning
observational networks, indigenous
sensors, satellites, two strands of climate
modelling, field campaigns,
carbon-neutrality research and
adaptation science, to be overseen by a
high-level apex committee. On science, it
enters contested ground, backing a dense
Black Carbon observatory network
despite disputed claims about its relative
role in global warming. It flags India's thin
paleoclimate networks as a gap in
understanding the monsoon’s deep past,
and the risk of crossing tipping points
such as ice-sheet collapse and shifts in
ocean circulation. It also warns of limited
trained manpower, including in
environmental epidemiology.
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Report Mega Science Vision-2035: Climate Research

Prepared By Indian climate research community led by

Indian Institute of Science

Submitted To Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) to
Government of India

Main Concern India lacks indigenous climate research
instruments

Key Problem Dependence on imported scientific
instruments

Recommendation Develop Indian-made climate instruments and
sensors

Time Horizon Vision 2035



Major Gaps in India's Climate Research

Gap

Indigenous Sensors

Observation Networks

Ocean Observation

Paleoclimate Research

Climate-Health Research

Carbon Monitoring

Climate Modelling

Research Commercialisation

Details

Lack of domestic sensor manufacturing

Insufficient climate monitoring stations

Limited deep-ocean monitoring systems

Weak understanding of historical climate records

Poor tracking of climate-related diseases

Need for Black Carbon Observatory Network

Need for advanced regional climate models

Weak industry-academia linkages



Why Imported Instruments are a Problem?

Challenge Explanation

Expensive Procurement Large public expenditure

Limited Customisation Not suited for local conditions
Maintenance Issues Dependence on foreign suppliers
Calibration Errors May produce inaccurate data

Strategic Risk Vulnerable during geopolitical disruptions

Knowledge Gap Researchers may not know internal design limitations



Recommendation

Mandatory Indigenous
Procurement

Long-term Government Orders

Sensor Mission

Industry Collaboration

Innovation Funding

Climate Instrument Ecosystem

Purpose
Promote Indian manufacturers

Ensure market certainty

Develop climate sensors
domestically

Convert prototypes into products
Support scaling of technologies

Build end-to-end manufacturing
capabllity




Institution
Indian Institute of Science

India Meteorological Department
National Institute of Ocean Technology

Indian Space Research Organisation

Office of Principal Scientific Adviser

Headquarters
Bengaluru

New Delhi
Chennai

Bengaluru

New Delhi







News

Company

Al Model

Programme Name

Countries Covered

Organisations Covered

Indian Participation

Target Sectors

Access Type

India joined Anthropic's advanced Al

access programme under Project

Glasswing (June 2026).

Anthropic

Claude Mythos Preview

Project Glasswing

15+ countries

Around 150 organisations

Included in latest expansion

Power grids, water systems,

healthcare, telecommunications

Controlled/Restricted

Important for Science & Technology, Al
Governance, Digital India, and Current
Affairs.

Major Al company competing with OpenAl,
Google DeepMind, and Meta Al.

One of Anthropic's most advanced Al
models with restricted access.

Global initiative providing controlled
access to advanced Al systems.

Shows international cooperation in Al

governance.

Indicates selective and strategic
deployment.

Enhances India's Al ecosystem and critical
infrastructure capabilities.

Critical infrastructure protection is
becoming a major Al application area.

Due to cybersecurity and misuse concerns.



Feature
Founded
Headquarters
Country

CEO

Flagship Product
Competitors

Focus Areas

Details

2021

San Francisco

United States

Dario Amodei

Claude Al

OpenAl, Google DeepMind, Meta

Generative Al, Al Safety, Enterprise Al, Coding Al



Area

Cybersecurity

Infrastructure Protection

Disaster Response

Strategic Planning

Enterprise Applications

Importance

Can identify and respond to cyber threats faster.

Supports power grids, telecom networks, and
water systems.

Can analyse large-scale data during emergencies.

Helps governments model risks and scenarios.

Advanced reasoning and coding capabilities.



Challenges & Concerns

Challenge

Al Misuse

Data Privacy

Dependence on Foreign Al
Regulatory Gaps

Skill Gap

Ethical Issues

Related Government Initiatives

Initiative

IndiaAl Mission

Digital India

National Supercomputing Mission

Semiconductor Mission

National Data Governance Framework

Explanation

Deepfakes, cyberattacks, misinformation.

Sensitive infrastructure data protection.

Strategic vulnerability if domestic capabilities lag.

Need for Al governance framework.

Shortage of advanced Al talent.

Bias, transparency, accountability.

Purpose

Building national Al ecosystem

Digital transformation

High-performance computing

Chip manufacturing ecosystem

Data management and security



Consider the following statements regarding Anthropic and Project Glasswing:

1. Anthropic is a United States-based Al company known for Claude Al models.
2. Project Glasswing provides unrestricted public access to Claude Mythos Al.
3. India was included in the June 2026 expansion of the programme.

4. The programme focuses on critical infrastructure sectors.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.1, 3and 4 only
C. 2 and 4 only
D.1,2 3and 4






Odisha Selected for
PM Surya Ghar
Excellence Awards



Topic

News

Scheme

Ministry

Award Basis

State Awarded

Ranking

Key Categories

Additional Achievement

Details

Odisha selected for PM Surya Ghar
Excellence Awards (2 June 2026)

PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE)

Performance during Month of Solar
Campaign (May 2026)

Odisha

1st among medium-consumer states

Applications, Solar Installations, DISCOM
Inspections

3rd place in Vendor Registrations



Aspect

Launch Date
Launched By
Objective

Target

Nodal Ministry
Main Benefit
Financial Support
Implementation

Funding

Details

February 2024

Narendra Modi

Promote rooftop solar power in households

1 Crore households

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE)
Free/Reduced electricity bills through rooftop solar
Central subsidy for installation

Through DISCOMs and State Agencies

Central Government



Why Odisha Won the Award?

Category

Solar Applications

Solar Installations

DISCOM Inspections

Consumer Participation

Vendor Ecosystem

Odisha's Performance

Highest number among medium-consumer states

Highest rooftop solar installation rate

Highest inspection performance

Strong public involvement

Third highest vendor registrations



Topic

Solar Energy

International Solar Alliance (ISA)

ISA Launch

National Solar Mission

Renewable Energy Sources

Largest Renewable Source in India

Fact

Renewable energy derived from sunlight

Headquarters at Gurugram

2015 (India—France Initiative)

Launched in 2010

Solar, Wind, Hydro, Biomass, Geothermal

Solar is fastest growing



Parameter

Fuel

Pollution
Running Cost
Carbon Emission
Sustainability

Import Dependence

Conventional Power
Coal/Gas

High

High

High

Limited

High

Solar Power
Sunlight
Negligible
Very Low
Almost Zero
Renewable

Low



Consider the following statements regarding PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana:

1. Itis implemented by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy.
The scheme promotes rooftop solar installations in households.
DISCOMs play a role in inspection and grid connectivity.

ol

Odisha secured first position among medium-consumer states in solar installations under the 2026
Excellence Awards.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1, 2and 3 only
D.1,2 3and 4






Indian Teenagers Win Earth Prize 2026
for "Plas-Stick



News

Award

Winners

Age

Innovation

Raw Material

Purpose

Technology Type

Power Requirement

Cost

Three Indian teenagers won Earth Prize 2026

The Earth Prize 2026

Vivaan Chhawchharia, Ariana Agarwal, Avyana

16 years

Plas-Stick

Tamarind seed waste

Removal of microplastics from water

Biodegradable filtration material

No electricity needed

Low-cost solution

Science & Technology +
Environment

International Environmental Award

Young Innovators

Water purification technology

Agricultural waste utilization

Environmental Protection

Sustainable Technology

Rural-friendly innovation

Affordable Technology



Earth Prize 2026

Feature Details

Nature Global environmental innovation competition
Focus Climate and environmental solutions
Participants School students worldwide

Objective Encourage youth-led sustainability innovations
Prize Money US$12,500 Grant

Global Recognition First-ever Global Winners



What is Plas-Stick?

Feature Explanation

Form Powder-based material

Source Tamarind seed waste

Function Attracts microplastic particles

Process Causes microplastics to clump together
Removal Method Handheld magnet removes clumps
Electricity Requirement None

Environmental Impact Biodegradable

Target Users Rural and low-resource communities



How Does Plas-Stick Work?

Step

1

Key Scientific Principle

Principle

Adsorption
Aggregation

Magnetic Separation

Process

Powder added to contaminated water

Powder binds with microplastics

Microplastics form larger clumps

Magnet removes the clumps

Cleaner water remains

Application

Microplastics attach to material surface

Small particles combine into larger particles

Easier removal from water



Why Microplastics are Dangerous?

Impact Area

Human Health

Marine Life

Food Chain

Agriculture

Water Quality

Effect

May affect hormones and organs

Consumed by fish and aquatic organisms

Bioaccumulation occurs

Soil contamination

Reduces ecosystem health

Tamarind Seed Waste: Exam Perspective

Aspect

Source

Type

Nature

Usage

Benefit

Details

Tamarind fruit processing industry

Agricultural by-product

Biodegradable

Adsorbent and binding material

Waste-to-Wealth Model



Word of the day

Segue:

the act of changing smoothly from one state
or situation to another proceed without
interruption

Synonyms: shift, transition

Usage: The comedian’s awkward segue
between jokes made the audience laugh even
harder.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/segue

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /'segwei/
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