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"Health is not valued
until sickness comes."
— Thomas Fuller
"Your body deserves
the best. Nourish it,
move it, rest it."
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Union govt. to gather support to
remove Justice Yashwant Varma

Process to obizin sigmatures for motion seeking removal of the Allahs
‘on House of ntroduction yet to be taken, he says support of 100 members in LS, 50 in RS needed for admission of motion
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Curious case
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not proceed with

panel had not indicted Jus
tice Varma, but had recom:
mended the

5 fudpe reses olely with
Parfiomera:

s a fire
It at Jastioe Varmma-e
offickal residence in Delhi

HIC judge to start soon, savs Rijiju: final decision

i arch, during his tenure
Delhi High

tice Varma reportedly de-
nied knowledge of the

After a Supreme Court-
heuse nqui-

officer by Bharatiya Janata
Party workers. o PAGE 2

Agreement.n PAGE 3

Yaitra begins

T.N. custody
death: autopsy
report reveals
44 wounds
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The post-mortem report of
B. Afith Kumar of Sivagan.
d

of
ternal injuries. The general
appearance section of the
report says there was a Ii-
near scar measuring 3 cm

“consistent with cigaretts
burn marks".
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Global South’s voice
key to contemporary
world’s progress: PM

M

PM Narensra Mod | receives 'The Officer of the Grder of the Star af

Ghana’ from Ghana Presdent Johm Mahams on Wednesda:

MEW DELHI

5 Ak

howt giving volce to the
petision South,” he empha-
“climare

ary world will not be possi-
ble without giving a volce
to the Global South, Prime
Minister MNarendra Modi
sald on Thursday while ad-
dressing a joint sessiom of

ed after the Second Workd

War s changing Fast... T 'l'he
ution in techn,

the iae of the  Gloga

South, and the shifiing de-

mographics are contribue-

thar he received as the
“symbol of  enduring
friendship” berween India
and Ghana, which has
been a priority of India’s
tes with Africa since the
early days of decolonisa-
ton in the 1950s.

Governance reforms
“Progress cannot come

il
lighting the mclusion artis
African Union  into

G20,

e put emphasis on
Africa’s rightful place at

the global high table. We
are proud that the African

during _our
M. Mo saxid.

Uniting forces
Quoting Dr. Nksumah, wr.
Modi sald, hat

shoul

pursuss (s Aevciopeental
This I the first speech

with the special meeting
being convened by Speak-

er alban Kingsford sums.
whi had visited

Friendship Soclety.

Government clears indigenous defence
procurement worth ¥1.05 lakh crore

The Hindu Bureau
rEw DELSD

The Defence Acquisiion
Council 1 chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Siogty, oo Mintmeli: .
corded Acceptance of Ne-
nesslry {AON) for 10 capital

2 eting
after Operation Sindoor to
enhance the capahilities of
the armed forces.

“aohs were accorded
for procurement of Ar-
moured Recowery Vehi

Services a —to-Akr
Pl aai the by
of Defence in a statenent.
The agenda of the meet-
=

rface-to-fir

The pr Qui
Wisslle sysrams arth 30,000 <rore has been appesed.

g was to enhance air de-
fence capabilities along the
Pakistan border. The pro-

sy
tems worth £30,000 crore
for the Indian Army has
been approved.

were also accord-

ed for procurament of
Mocred Mines, Mine Coun-
Measure Vessels, Super
i G Mount and Sab:
Autonomous Ves-

Student visa aspirants must make social
media profile public, says U.S. Embassy

The Hindu Burean

3 Apache
helicopters to
arrive by July 15
NEW pELH

A top Defersce Mirestry source
s comfirmed that # has been
ommunicated 1o them that
the furst batch of three Apache
AN GAE arack helicapters from
‘the LS. will be delivered by
ity 15, 3nd the next batch by

To promote indigenous de-

EW DEL

Students, vocational st
hange vis

ment already, wil
gt a wisa interview slot
“this summer-

“The State D
is committed to protecting
aur narion and our ctizens

mers
sels. These pr
will enable mitigation of
potential risks posed to the

der the Buy dndian-indige-
mecuashy

= hishest

loped and. Manutscoured)
category ™, it added.

sandards of natlonal se.
curity and public safery

With arcund 3.3 lakh students, Ind

ane the

rnational
comnflicts, capecislly e Ts-
rael-Palest

Intemational students in the LLS. sug preoma

through our visa process. A
.5, visa bs a privilege, not a
right nym. already sche-
duled

the LS. Embassy in an

announcement_

‘The notification in this
rd was “effective

mediately~ for all md.l\'l-

dusls applying for

and | ant v];a,

which are. TReset for aca:

demic

visitors, respectively.
The

election

ampaign.

With around 3.3 lakh
students, Indians were the
largest comemuminy of inter-
national students in the
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Union govt. to gather support to
remove Justice Yashwant Varma

Process to obtain signatures for motion seeking removal of the Allahabad HC judge to start soon, says Rijiju; final decision

on House of introduction yet to be taken, he says; support of 100 members in LS, 50 in RS needed for admission of motion

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

ith the Mon-
w soon Session of
Parliament

scheduled from July 21, the
Centre is set to begin the
process of collecting signa-
tures for a motion seeking
the removal of Allahabad
High Court judge Justice
Yashwant Varma over the
discovery of burnt curren-
cy notes at his official resi-
dence. Several major polit-
ical parties have expressed

their willingness, in princi-
ple, to support the
initiative.

Union Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
on Thursday said that
while the process of ob-
taining signatures would
commence shortly, a deci-
sion was yet to be taken on
whether the motion would

Curious case

Half-burnt notes were found at the official residence of Justice
Yashwant Varma in New Delhi after a blaze on March 14

March 22: Then-Chief
Justice of India Sanjiv

May 4: In-house panel submits its
report dated May 3 to the CJI

Khanna constitutes
3-member in-house
panel to probe the issue

March 28: Centre
notifies transfer of
Justice Varma to
Allahabad High Court;
SC tells Chief Justice not '
to assign any judicial
work to the judge

be introduced in the Lok
Sabha or the Rajya Sabha.
Support of a minimum of
100 members are required
for the Lok Sabha, and at
least 50 members for the
Rajya Sabha, for such a
motion to be admitted.
Even if the motion is in-
troduced during the up-

__

May 8: SC issues statement saying it
had forwarded the panel's report
and Justice Varma's response dated

May 6 to the Prime Minister
and the President

- The constitutional
‘authority to remove a
judge rests solely with
Parliament

coming session, it is unlike-
ly to reach a conclusion
within the same period.
Under the Judges (Inquiry)
Act, 1968, once a motion
for the removal of a judge
is admitted in either
House, the presiding offic-
er is required to constitute
a three-member commit-

tee — composed of a Su-
preme Court judge, a High
Court Chief Justice, and a
distinguished jurist — to in-
vestigate the matter, and
submit a report within
three months.

Responding to specula-
tion regarding the findings
of an in-house panel
formed by former Chief
Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna to probe the case,
Mr. Rijiju clarified that
such a report alone could
not suffice to proceed with
a removal motion in Parlia-
ment. He noted that the
panel had not indicted Jus-
tice Varma, but had recom-
mended the appropriate
next steps, as the constitu-
tional authority to remove
a judge rests solely with
Parliament.

The case concerns a fire
incident at Justice Varma’s
official residence in Delhi

in March, during his tenure
as a judge of the Delhi High
Court. The incident led to
the discovery of several
burnt sacks of currency
notes in the outhouse. Jus-
tice Varma reportedly de-
nied knowledge of the
cash.

After a Supreme Court-
appointed in-house inqui-
ry committee reportedly
found material to recom-
mend removal of Justice
Varma, Justice Khanna
wrote to the President and
the Prime Minister, recom-
mending the removal.

The Monsoon Session
will conclude on August 21,
following an extension of
10 days from the earlier
schedule. “The govern-
ment has enough business
to conduct,” Mr. Rijiju said,
without elaborating on the
reasons for extending the
session.



» Union government to initiate the process of obtaining signatures for a motion seeking removal of

Allahabad High Court Judge Justice Yashwant Varma.

* Triggered by discovery of burnt currency notes at his official residence during his tenure as a Delhi

High Court judge.

~ Timeline of Events

Date Event

March 14 Half-burnt currency notes discovered at Justice Varma's official residence
March 22 Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna sets up 3-member in-house panel
March 28 Centre transfers Justice Varma to Allahabad HC

May 4 In-house panel submits report to CJI

May 8 Supreme Court forwards report to PM and President

May 6 onwards PM receives recommendation for removal



m Procedure for Removal of a Judge (Judges Inquiry Act, 1968)

Requirement

Motion Introduction

Minimum Signatures

Post Admission Procedure

Final Authority

Details

Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha

100 LS members or 50 RS members

3-member committee to probe

Parliament decides via motion



Removal Process of High Court or Supreme Court Judges (India)

Constitutional Provision:
 Governed by Article 124(4) for Supreme Court Judges

» Governed by Article 217(1) (b) read with Article 124(4) for High Court Judges

Grounds for Removal:

e« Proven misbehavior

« [ncapacity



1. Initiation:
* A motion for removal can be initiated in either House of Parliament (Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha).
» Requires signatures of:
* 100 Members of Lok Sabha OR

« 50 Members of Rajya Sabha

2. Admission of Motion:
» The motion is submitted to:
» Speaker of Lok Sabha or
e Chairman of Rajya Sabha

» |f admitted, a three-member committee is formed.



3. Inquiry by Committee:
e The committee consists of:
e A Supreme Court judge
e A Chief Justice of a High Court
* A distinguished jurist

 The committee investigates the charges.

4. Report of Committee:
« If the committee finds the judge guilty of misbehavior or incapacity, the motion proceeds.

» |If the judge is found not guilty, the process ends.



5. Parliamentary Approval:
* Both Houses of Parliament must pass the removal motion:
» By a special majority:
e Majority of total membership AND

e Two-thirds of members present and voting.

6. Presidential Order:

« After both Houses pass the motion, the President of India issues an order for removal.



Aspect

Applicable to

First and Only Case

No Impeachment Term Used

Safequard

Details

Supreme Court and High Court Judges

Justice V. Ramaswami (1993) — motion failed in Lok Sabha

Technically called removal, not impeachment

The process ensures independence of judiciary by making

removal difficult.



% 1. Initiattion ]

CONSTITUTIONAL Motion in Parliament
PROVISION
% 2. Admission of Motion ]
Article 124 (4) & 217(1(b)
Three-member committee
r=[ 3. Inquiry by Committee J
—\\ Investigation of charges
REMOVAL OF
HIGH COURT OR 4. Report of Committee J
SUPREME COURT

Guilty: Motion proceeds
JUDGES Not guilty: Process ends

/
“=[ 5. Parliamentary Approval ]

Passed by both Houses

GROUNDS FOR by special majority
REMOVAL

\={ 6. Presidential Order }

Order for removal

Proven misbehavior
Incapacity
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TR Siddaramaialy’s ‘insult’ to | New Garcinia species
. found in As ed
publlc servants draws ﬂak after botanists mother

GUWAHATE

Assam has yielded a new-
Micl, former Bangalore | o scionce treo spocies be-

BENGALLIRL lie | Commissioner, | lenging to the gerus Garel

pe may ala termed it the ~bigges i . commonly referred to
Expert _team y re'ldl Ker: hree recent incl- take” by Mr.. .sl.d.dammm:]l as thoikora In Assamese.
to repair grounded F-35B L I \ Gents The public conduct of the | The newly described Gar-

insult” meted owt Chief Minister was not cinda kusumae has en
m from the UK. is expected to to senlor civil servants in good and other politicians | named in honour of Ku- g
arrive In Kerala, possibly this weekend, to inspect different circumsta follow him, he said. Incl | sum Devi, the lste mother  The dstinct Blogm of Gercinia
the grounded F-358 combat et of the Royal Air Karnataka Chief Minister dentally, Mr. Baramani was | of Jatindra Sarma, one of  kusumae, anewly identified
rnme uw-?, rding to sources, the team will Siddaramadah have come persuaded to rejoin duty | the authors of the study  iree species fram Assam
explore three possibilities as part of under publlc scnmny on Thursday. and the Chairman of As-  SPECALARGAMGENENT
lepdrlngll\eahcraﬁand taking it back to the Besides them, Mr. Sid- ik raising h ‘These incidents have | ssms State Expert Apprai-
active service of the RAF. The team is expected to daramaiah giving instruc.  Belagam drew s ot of erticism. #v< P been seized by the Opposi- | sal Committee appointed  Pan-tropically distributed,
have members from Lackhesd Martin apart from tions “rudely” o senlor ¢l tion o criticise the govern- | by the Union Ministry of  its centres of diversity are
engineers from the LK. Ar present, the slrcraft s vil servants at public joyanagara Deputy Com-  quest for voluntary refire-  ment. Leader of the Oppo- | Environmens, Forest and  found in Africa, Australs-
guarded by the RAF crew round the clack. functions has also not gone  missloner M.S. Diwakar for  ment from the police ser-  sition in the Assembly R. | Climate Change. sia, and Southeast Asis
down well with many off-  sitting nexs to a seer on  vice  citing  “pubic  Ashok hit out ar the CM, |  The study, co-authored  The genus is known for its
cials, They argue thatithas  stage at an event in Hosa-  humillation” to him by Mr.  saying that “the attempt to | by Hussain A. Barbhujya of  floral diversicy, frequent
lowered their morale ice of- during the  slap the police officer on | Mumbaf’s Bhabha Atomic  presence in lowland wopi-
Woman killed as MCH The most recent in- ficers for the stampede i  Congress’ event in Belagavi  the public stage has demo- | Research Cenrre, appears  cal rainforests, and consid-
O lllell AL el 1L stances that have drawnire M. Chinnaswamy Stadium  on April 28 has coused a  ralised the police force”. | in the m:_q Isauznlhe\ddes erable  pharmacological
building collapses in Keral. were those of the Chisf Ml in Bengaluru, major embarzassment to  Hesaid itshowedaCM “in. | Reperto peerse-  potential
nister “trying to slap” a  Additional Superinten-  the Chief Minister. tovieated by power andl | viewed journil focusing on
A S2year-old woman was killed and two others. police officer In Belagavi, dent of Police (Dharwad) Speaking to a private TV frustrated  at leading a | botanical taxonomy and 33 5]
were Injured when a portion of an old and publicly reprimanding Vi-  Narayan Baramanis re- channel, Jyothi Prakash failed government”. geobotany. In India, 33 species and se-
dilapidated building at the Government Medical
College Hospital (MCH) in Four in a family
Thursday. The deceased was identified as D. Garcinia_kusumae marks
Bindu, a native resident of Thalayolaparamb n d ed s h- the fourth instance of Mr.
Kortayarm. A porsion ofthe 6y ol blding Body parts recover: Opposition whip Sarma narming & botaricsl
consisting of a bathroom comgplex attached to the = 7 discovery after a family
Jth ward {Orthopaedics department} of the 1 bl ked 1 l member. Previcus names
el iRapiaci Ty 1040 Bom. at Telangana blast site |as TO eXPplaln SIUr | penhe rreveus remes
thana (after his daughter),
Syzyghem nivae (wife), and
Naveen Kumar of skeletal remains, includ- | The Hindu Burean and leaders petitioned him Gareinta sibeswarii (fath-

i o , 2 o HYDERARAD ing a patella, fermer and fib- | BENGALURU seeking disciplinary action | ex). This 1s the st time an  Ingical feanures pmmpmi
h‘,""duc' ns ‘%P'S first Digital wla, were found scattered against the B[P leader. Indian botani: further Spe-
Nerve Centre in Kuppam skeleral remains were re-  across different areas of | Karnataka Legshim “As itis a serious issue, | | has had scmr plam specles cimens were :oumed fol-

covered during a fresh  the blast site, sakd Superin- | Council Chairman have written to Mr. Ravilku- named after immediate fa- lowing standard herbari-
Andhsa Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu combing of debris at the 8- tendent of Pata nicheru Go raj Hn(atll an ‘rhursday mar seeking his reply on | mily ey “The epith-  um pmmmls, Ilnc\nd.ing
Naidu on Thursday inaugurated the State's gachi Industres in Pasha-  vernment Hospi sought the reported remark” Mr. | et kusumae...is in recognl-  pressing, drying, and pre-
fsst-ever Digital Nerve Centre in Kuppam, the mylram.  Telangana, Reddy. {rom Chief Whip of theOp. _ Horadt told The Hindu ov. | ton of her endaring  servation.
constituency he represents in the Legislative where an explosion left 38 The remains were reco- | position in the House N.  er phone. support and sacrifices for A dloscious evergreen
Assembly. The TATA MD Digl Nerve Centre, set dead and over 30 injured.  vered during a re-combing | Ravi Kumar for allegedly ~ Meanwhile, the Karna- | his [Mr. Sarmas] educa-  ree thatcan grow up 1o 1§
up in collsboration with the Gates Foundaton, Sigachi Industries issued a  operation and transported ms]m\g demg;mq, and  taka IAS Officers’ Assocla- | tion,” the study noted, metres tall, Gareinba kusu-
will connect the Area Hospital with the I3 PHCs statement claiming that 35  for DNA marching, sald In- | sexist  remarks against  tion condemned the al- Gareinta, the lasgest ge-  mae was observed to flow-
and 92 Village Health Cernters. Inauguraring the workers had been Killed [n Spector of State DESaster :.nlefsecmu—y shaliniRal-  leged remarks by Mr. | nus in the mmly Clusig- ef from February w April,
facility, Mr. Naidu said it would set a benchmark the blast. Response Force (SDRF) | neesh. Mr. Horar took the  Rawvikumar during a prot- | ceme, comprises 414 spe-  with fruit maturing bet
and be a game changer in the health sector. On Thursday, 20 pieces  Shobhan Nalamasa. step after Congress MLCs  est on Tuesday. cles of shrubs and trees.  ween May and June.

K":g‘jg ‘;"éa Rainy hustle Kerala raises concern over
ﬁteacner 7 ' proposed trade treaty with U.S.
charged under
POCSO Act

sikog thot e womid ke, ueephng - concessine”
NEW DELE i India’s

ters of all States urging  dalry sector: kdeep.y on
Kerala Agriculture Minister  them 10 raise their volce  cerning, pardicularly for
P. Prasad has wristen toUn-  against relaxing import du-  agrarian States like Kerala,
orms

Eocen culture Minister  ties on agricultural and  where agxi

hivegSingh Chouhan and il producs. the backbone of the rural
Stating that an acquirtal in inister Piyush  Comprehensive consul-  economy,” he said.
a criminal case does not | raieing concernrov.  tations with the (Keralal  The Winister potnied

pra])used Indo-US.  State povernment were ne-  out that the US. treaty
Free Agreement o to nnnmnn

A cheap
‘A sgriculture was a  cal | consequences  for  bean ol could be imported
State subject, the Centre Kerala’s smallscale farm-  without any restrictions.
should not sin any agree-  ers, cooperatives, and ru-  Any attempt i allow un-
ments that hurt farmers, ral communitics, who checked import of synthet-

er who was charged under he cautioned. form the backbone of our e rubber would ko affect
the POCSO Act for alleged “The Centre is keeping  economy”, he wro Kerala's rubber farmers,
sexual assault on 2 10-year- this eaty 43 8 secret. &f . He Acknowledged the e added.
old student in room.. should disclose the details Centre's efforts for tariff ex- Kerala's  agriculture,
‘The petitiones, an Arab and discuss It In Pariic  emptions for the country  centred on cash crops Ik
icteacher at a school in Ma- ntand with States. Even  ahead of the July 9 dea-  coconur, rubber, pepper,
lappuram whe was placed defence deals are publl  dline, beyond which the  cardamom, tes, and cof.
under suspension follow- cised, but on this lssse that  United States may reim-  fee, supports millions of

ing; the segpatration of e o = . #
FIR over a year agn, ap- | Mensaon impact: Vendors at the [conic Chamnar cover their pushcarts with tarpaulin o pratect theis wares from the rai on Thursday.
proached the court, seek- | Hyderbid has beon receiving shawers far the past three days. MARAA GoPAL

ing that [he departmental
inquiry rej
i pr&med.n\gs fol

g nesees | Indiys first clinic for transgender | Smouldering Wan Hai 503 still adrift

Among ather reasons,

S s | persons reopens in Hyderabad | off Kerala coast without a port of refuge

milnal trial, after the survi-

vor and ler mother narmed

Rostile.
Referring o the ancient | HYDERARAT

pose a 26% reciprocal tariff  smallholder farmers. The
on Indisn goods. “Howev-  proposed FTA poses multi-
M. Prasad told The Hindu,  er, the US. demand for  ple risks” he said.

= . tlon, around 200 nautical
miles away from the Indian
«woast, according o the re-
port of the Directorate
General of shi

it is also ne«ssary that

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVARANTHAPURAM

a Bench of Justice DUK. | Months affer India's first
singh ssid the petitioner | transgender pessons-led
Wt acquirted In he comi. | ealth chiic — hitr Clinic -
nal case on the benefit 7 (2 dowen EiRtving 2
doubt. Even if a person Is | funding freeze by U:

uined In' 8 criminal | the lahamark rac.ury )m
wial, the same would noc | made a ca
necessarily lead to dis- | new name and eened
charge in a domestic inqui- | nancial backing.
£y. Being her teacher, the Now reopened as Sa  India's fist clinic for transgender peaple recpened under s new
petitioner had a fiduciary | brang Clinic, the commun. — name Sakeang in byderahad an Banday. SO0RT T

Mearly a month after the
si eflagred vessel
Wt Hai 503 caught fire off
the coast of Kerala, the ves-
sel continues 1o be adrift,

e efforts: The Inchan Navy caris out aperatlon tacontaina.  Sea 18 e major hindrance
fire shioard the ship MV Wean bar 503, # FLEmoTe 10 the of fire

relationship with the survi- | iry-run healthcare centre and smoke. The squally
vor: The crime s grossly | resumed services In May  happened in January, we  Hyderabods Narapanguda, o by the salvage tenm  authoriies for fuel ransfer  weather with wind, occ
unbecoming of a school | 2025 with support from hut down opera-  Miir Clinke broke new TTaT Salvagge stressed the moving the vessel o 2 sionally gusting to 100 km;
teacher, the courtsaid. The | the Tata Trusts, project i e . reanhe o ground as the first in Indla need for a port of refisge, purldremgv, hour, adds fuel to the fire.
petitioner was accused of | lead Subash Ghosh sald  toseveral philanthropicor-  to be entirely staffed and | nues to Temain on a high-  as removing fuel from the Further, itis not possitie to
sexually assaulting the stu- | The name Sabrang, mean-  ganisations  and indivi-  managed by members of | density shipping corridor,  vessel offshore still re-  Weather hurdle apply 'fire extinguisher
dent since January 2023 | ing all colowrs', signals 2  duals. And now, Taa  the communi- mains unsafe. However, Ifthere’s adelayinthesal-  from the top of the ship
while she was reading | more expansive vislon for  Trusts s supporting us” 1y, “Over 3,000 patients | (raffic warnings to pussing  the ouwner and silvors of - vage operstion, the vessel  since choppers can carry
standing near the pesition- | inclusive healthcare. Mr. Ghosh told The Hindu.  have been served since the | vessels. the ship are yet to submita  has o be towed further  only a imited quantity, he
er in the classroom. “Once the USALD lssue Launched in 2021 m  clinicstarted; he sald. " An sssesament conduct:  detalled plan to the Indlan  south of lis current po  said.
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India’s first clinic for transgender
persons reopens in Hyderabad

Siddharth Kumar Singh
HYDERABAD

Months after India’s first
transgender persons-led
health clinic — Mitr Clinic —
was shut down following a
funding freeze by USAID,
the landmark facility has
made a comeback with a
new name and renewed fi-
nancial backing.

Now reopened as Sa-
brang Clinic, the commun-
ity-run healthcare centre
resumed services in May
2025 with support from
the Tata Trusts, project
lead Subash Ghosh said.
The name Sabrang, mean-
ing ‘all colours’, signals a
more expansive vision for
inclusive healthcare.

“Once the USAID issue

India’s first clinic for transgender people reopened under a new
name Sabrang in Hyderabad on Monday. SIDDHANT THAKUR

happened in January, we
had to shut down opera-
tions. But we reached out
to several philanthropic or-
ganisations and indivi-
duals. And now, Tata
Trusts is supporting us,”
Mr. Ghosh told The Hindu.

Launched in 2021 in

Hyderabad’s Narayanguda,
Mitr Clinic broke new
ground as the first in India
to be entirely staffed and
managed by members of
the transgender communi-
ty. “Over 3,000 patients
have been served since the
clinic started,” he said.




Aspect

Original Name

Reopened Name

Location

Meaning of 'Sabrang'

Managed & Staffed by

Patients Served (so far)

Funding Support

Year of Initial Launch

Reason for Closure

Resumption of Services

Details

Mitr Clinic

Sabrang Clinic

Narayanguda, Hyderabad, Telangana

'All colours' — symbolising inclusive healthcare

Members of the transgender community

Over 3,000 patients since inception

Now supported by Tata Trusts after USAID funding freeze

2021

Funding freeze by USAID in January 2025

May 2025



Development

NALSA vs. Union of India: SC recognized transgender persons as "Third

Gender" & granted legal rights

2019 Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 passed

2020 Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Rules notified

Ongoing States implementing policies for welfare, health, education




22 Challenges Faced by Transgender Community

Social Stigma & Discrimination

Exclusion from Employment & Education

Health Inequities & Lack of Gender-Affirmative Care
Housing Insecurity & Poverty

Violence and Harassment

iZ1 Recent Initiatives

Sabrang Clinic, Hyderabad (2025) - First Transgender persons-led health clinic reopens
Ministry of Social Justice: Scholarships, Skill Development Schemes
National Portal for Transgender Persons - for ID & welfare scheme applications

Some States: Free sex reassignment surgery, pension schemes, shelter homes




Topic

Indian Society: Diversity, Social Empowerment

Vulnerable Sections: Rights & Welfare

Health & Education

Social Justice, Inclusion, Human Rights

2 Mains Practice Question

Q. Despite progressive legal recognition, transgender persons in India continue to face social exclusion.

Critically analyze and suggest measures to address their concerns. (250 words)
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A new BHARAT — establishing healthy ageing parameters for the Indian population

Rupsy Khurana
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A new BHARAT — establishing healthy ageing parameters for the Indian population

Rupsy Khurana

We don't all age the same way,
but we all do age. We intuitively
recognise frailty when things
start to slow down. Ageing un-
folds at different rates, over
time, between individuals,
within and across populations.
Often, it happens in bursts.
Ageing is complicated. It is
driven by molecular and cellu-
lar interactions and is shaped
by one’s environment, lifestyle,
and socio-economic condi-
tions. This means one’s chron-
ological age often does not re-
flect how old one’s body really
is. Since researchers disco-
vered in 1935 that ageing can be
altered, they have been looking
for reliable biological clues,
called biomarkers, that in isola-
tion or together can indicate
how old our bodies are and
how they might respond to fac-
tors such as diet, exercise, etc.
Last year, the Indian Insti-
tute of Science (IISc), Bengalu-
ru, launched a large-scale study
called BHARAT, short for ‘Bio-
markers of Healthy Aging, Resi-

CM

lience, Adversity, and Transi-
tions’, as part of its Longevity
India Program. The study aims
to map the physiological, mo-
lecular, and environmental in-
dicators that drive ageing in the
Indian population.

“We lack clear information
on what features define or in-
fluence healthy ageing,” says
Deepak Kumar Saini, convener
of BHARAT and professor of de-
velopment biology and genet-
ics at IISc. “We are building an
information portal to under-
stand the rules of healthy age-
ing in Indians.”

Worldwide, life expectancy
has risen significantly over the
past few decades.

Living longer does not mean
living healthier. Studies have
predicted a 168% increase in
Parkinson’s disease cases in In-
dia by 2050 and a 200% rise in
dementia across low- and mid-
dle-income countries. Yet
much of what we know about
health and disease risk comes
from studies in Western popu-
lations, which means the diag-
nostic tools, biomarkers, and

~ o _
-
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Closer look: The Indian Institute of Science’s BHARAT study aims to map
indicators that drive ageing in the Indian population. ISTOCKPHOTO

even treatments may not be op-
timal for people in India or oth-
er non-Western countries.

Gaps for patients
This limited focus has created a
gap between population-based
biomarkers and diagnostic cut-
offs for people in the Global
South. This can lead to misdiag-
nosis and treatments that do
not reflect how diseases pro-
gress or respond to therapeut-
ics in different groups.
“Western values for choles-
terol, vitamin D, or Bi12 may la-

bel many Indians as deficient.
But are these truly abnormal
within our context? Our study
aims to answer that. We are not
only identifying biomarkers for
healthy ageing but also building
the Bharat Baseline — a reliable
reference for what is normal in
the Indian population,” Prof.
Saini says.

Earlier this year, researchers
from Sichuan, China, reported
in Scientific Reports that certain
biomarkers for breast cancer,
such as high levels of high-den-
sity lipoprotein cholesterol,

could signal an elevated risk in
European populations but may
serve as supportive indicators
in Asians.

“We see differences in in-
flammatory markers. For in-
stance, C-reactive protein (CRP)
levels tend to be elevated in In-
dians even without acute ill-
ness. This inflammation often
results from early-life infec-
tions, environmental toxins, or
chronic nutritional and meta-
bolic issues,” Shawn T. Joseph,
senior consultant, head and
neck surgical oncology, VPS La-
keshore Hospital in Kochi, says.
“Applying Western CRP cut-offs
risks missing early warning
signs of cardiovascular or meta-
bolic disease in Indian pa-
tients,” he adds.

An India-specific database

BHARAT’s goal is to change
this. Its database will include
genomic biomarkers (like mu-
tations linked to disease sus-
ceptibility), proteomic and me-
tabolic indicators (reflecting
biological pathways and meta-
bolic health), and environmen-

tal and lifestyle factors.

Identifying early warning
signs of age-related changes
can enable better prediction,
intervention, and potentially
delay the onset of disease.
There is a need for proactive
markers of health, indicators
that can tell when an organ is
functioning below its optimal
level, even if it is not yet dis-
eased. For instance, your liver
age is more than your chrono-
logical age. To do that, re-
searchers must sift through
large, many-dimensional data-
sets and plan to take the help of
artificial  intelligence  (AI)
models.

“Al and machine learning
are essential to integrate and
analyse layered data to see the
full picture. It can simulate the
impact of interventions and
augment existing datasets to
improve signal detection that
may otherwise be missed in
high-dimensional, small-sam-
ple studies. This will help us
choose the most effective inter-
ventions before launching cost-
ly trials,” says Tavpritesh Sethi,

h )

professor of computational
biology at the Indraprastha In-
stitute of Information Technol-
ogy, Delhi, who is also one of
the investigators of BHARAT.
India’s population is geneti-
cally, environmentally, and so-
cio-economically diverse. Prof
Saini anticipates a few challeng-
es, including the difficulty of
obtaining samples from
healthy adults, securing long-
term government and philan-
thropic funding, and expand-
ing the study to collect samples
from across the country.
(Rupsy Khurana is science
communication and outreach
lead at the National Centre for
Biological Sciences, Bengaluru.
khurana.rupsy@gmail.com)
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? Key Highlights

Aspect

Full Form of BHARAT

Led By

Objective

Reason for Study

Unigue Focus

Details

Biomarkers of Healthy Aging, Resilience, Adversity, and Transitions

Indian Institute of Science (l1I1Sc), Bengaluru

To map physiological, molecular, and environmental indicators influencing ageing

in the Indian population

Western biomarkers & diagnostic cut-offs may not apply to Indian population

Develop India-specific baseline for healthy ageing & disease risk




¢ Why India Needs its Own Ageing Parameters
* Ageing is influenced by:

Molecular & cellular interactions

Environment

Lifestyle
* Socio-economic conditions
» Existing global diagnostic tools:
» Derived mostly from Western populations

 May lead to misdiagnosis or inappropriate treatments in Indians



© Global Context & Indian Gaps

Issue

Rise in Parkinson's & Dementia cases
Western biomarker cut-offs
Early-life infections & toxins

Inadequate data from Global South

Implication for India

Predicted 168% & 200% increase by 2050 in India

May not suit Indians (e.g., CRP levels, cholesterol, Vitamin D)

Lead to different inflammatory markers in Indians

Creates treatment & diagnostic gaps



& India-Specific Database

BHARAT study will compile:

Genomic biomarkers (disease susceptibility)
Proteomic & metabolic indicators

Lifestyle, nutrition & environmental data
Use of Al & Machine Learning:

* To integrate multi-dimensional data

» Predict disease risk earlier

 |Improve detection & targeted interventions
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Why same cabride costs more at times: How dynamic, surge pricing work

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 3

THE MINISTRY of Road Transport and
Highways announced this week that cab
aggregator companies such as Uber, Ola,
and Rapido may now charge customers up
to twice the base fare as the maximum fare.

The Motor Vehicle Aggregator
Guidelines, 2025, notified on July 1, raised
the limit from its previous ceiling of 1.5
times the base fare. “The aggregator shall
be permitted to charge a minimum of 50%
lower than the base fare and a maximum
dynamic pricing of two times the base
fare...,” the guidelines said.

Individual state governments notify
base fares for specific categories of motor
vehicles. The Ministry has advised states
to adopt these revised guidelines within
three months.

Dynamic pricing

Dynamic pricingis a structural response
to customer demand. It entails increasing
prices when the demand for a product or
service is high, and lowering them during
periods of low demand.

Companies resort to dynamic pricing
models to benefit from variations in the
supply and demand of a product or service.
This is simply market economics at work.

Dynamic pricing follows the economic
theory of demand, which states that the
price of a product will increase when its de-
mand increases in relation to its supply. This
can happen due to a variety of factors.
Demand for cabs can go up in the business
district during the evening rush hour. Rain
canreduce the availability or supply of cabs.

Dynamic pricing models are widely used
across industries, including entertainment,
utilities, and hospitality. The e-commerce gi-
ant Amazon has a dedicated ‘Automate

Pricing’ tool, which allows sellers to set rules
and parameters describing when and how
prices may fluctuate for a range of products.

The Indian Railways, which transports
more than 20 million passengers every day,
first considered implementing dynamic pric-
ingin2006. Then Minister for Railways Lalu
Prasad proposed a dynamic pricing scheme
for both freight and passenger trains, impact-
ing peak and non-peak seasons, and pre-
mium and non-premium
services.

In 2016, the Railways for-
mally adopted the ‘flexi-fare’

ECONOMICS

have been accused of trying to cash in on
high demand in certain sectors at certain
times, raising fares unreasonably.

Last September, after ticketing platform
Ticketmaster was accused of inflating ticket
prices fora concert by the rockband Oasis on
checkout, UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer
had described the price hike as “depressing”.

Surge pricing

While the terms dy-
namic pricing and surge
pricing are sometimes used
interchangeably, ‘surge’ is a

scheme, under which base
fares of Rajdhani, Duronto, and Shatabdi
trains would increase by 10% with every 10%
of berths sold, capping at 1.5 times the orig-
inal fare, Changes were subsequently made
following reviews of the scheme.
Dynamic pricing models have been crit-
icised for enabling price gouging. Airlines

part of the dynamic pricing
strategy that companies employ.

Surge refers to the additional fee de-
manded from the consumer during periods
of high demand, such as rush hours, when
traffic congestion is at its peak. Such fees are
also applied to utilities such as electricity,
and used to help balance supply and de-

mand and prevent potential blackouts.

Inthe case of ride-sharing aggregators, the
premise is this: Rush hours correspond with
periods of increased demand for rides —and
with more users in an area demanding the
cabservice compared to the number of driv-
ers available, ride prices in the area surge.

Surges present the consumer with the
choice of either booking the ride at the
higher price or waiting for prices to come
down. Surge pricing also helps attract more
drivers to an area to benefit from the in-
creased prices, which ultimately helps re-
duce and normalise fares.

According to Uber’s website, its drivers
are made aware of the surge price through
a multiplier to the standard rate, an addi-
tional surge amount, or an upfront fare in-
cluding the surge amount, which incen-
tivises them to accept rides. The Uber Driver
appindicates the area-wise demand spikes
through a colour-coded scheme. “Light or-

ange areas represent smaller earning op-
portunities from surge, while dark red ar-
eas indicate larger ones,” says the website.

In 2016, Wharton Business School re-
searchers Gerard P Cachon, Kaitlin M
Daniels and Ruben Lobel argued that the
surge pricing model, while critiqued, did
benefit Uber consumers by helping sub-
sidise prices during off-peak times.

Their research compared the surge pric-
ing model to a benchmark fixed price and
found that it also allowed Uber to serve
markets that would otherwise remain un-
derserved under a fixed pricing model, such
as consumers hailing a cab on a rainy night.

They also argued that Uber allows drivers
to “self-schedule”, or decide their operating
schedule, allowing themto gravitate towards
areas facing a driver shortage when surge
prices are effective. (Cachon, Daniels, Lobel,
‘The Role of Surge Pricing on a Service Platform
with Self-Scheduling Capacity’, SSRN, 2016)




Aspect

Issuing Ministry

Guidelines

Dynamic Pricing Limit

Earlier Limit

Applicability

State Role

Details

Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

Motor Vehicle Aggregator Guidelines, 2025

Minimum 50% lower & maximum 2 times the base fare

1.5 times the base fare

Cab aggregators like Uber, Ola, Rapido

States to notify base fares within 3 months



© Dynamic Pricing Explained

Structural response to changing demand & supply
Prices increase when demand > supply (e.g., rain, peak hours)
Prices decrease during low demand periods

Rooted in economic theory of demand & supply
Examples Across Industries:
» Airlines
» Electricity utilities
» Entertainment (concerts, events)
» Railways (Indian Railways' flexi-fare for Rajdhani, Shatabdi, Duronto)

« E-commerce (e.g., Amazon's Automated Pricing Tool)



Surge Pricing Details

Subset of Dynamic Pricing Specific to temporary spikes in demand

Example Rush hours, traffic congestion, rainy days

Consumer Choice Pay higher fare or wait for demand to cool down

Uber's Practice Drivers see a colour-coded demand map; 'light orange' = small

surge, 'dark red' = large surge

& Criticism & Debate
« Allegations of price gouging
» Public backlash (e.g., Ticketmaster concert controversy in UK)
» Airlines & Railways face similar criticisms

» Ethical concerns during natural disasters, emergencies
N)
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* Researchers have sequenced the first whole ancient Egyptian
genome from an individual who lived 4,500-4,800 years ago — the
oldest DNA sample from Egypt to date.

* About
* DNA was successfully extracted from the individual’s teeth.

* The genome of the ancient Egyptian is said to be the most complete
and oldest from Ancient Egypt.



Genome
The genome of an organism is made up of a unique DNA or RNA sequence.
The human genome is the complete set of genetic information for Homo sapiens.

It consists of about 3 billion base pairs of DNA, organized into 23 pairs of
chromosomes.

Each chromosome carries a unique set of genes, which are sequences of DNA
that encode instructions for building proteins and other molecules essential for life.



Genome Sequencing
Each sequence is composed of chemical building blocks known as nucleotide bases.

Determining the order of bases is called “genomic sequencing” or, simply,
“sequencing.”

The information encoded in the genomes provide researchers with unique genetic
“fingerprints.”

The sequence tells scientists the kind of genetic information that is carried in a particular
DNA segment



DNA Sequencing
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DengiAll




India has reached the 50% enrolment mark in its first phase lll clinical trial for
the indigenous tetravalent dengue vaccine, DengiAll.

About DengiAll

It is developed by Panacea Biotec Limited under a licensing agreement with the National
Institutes of Health (NIH), the primary US federal agency.

DengiAll has a weakened form of all four dengue virus subtypes and has the same virus
composition as the vaccine developed by NIH, except for the inactive ingredients.



The trial has been approved by the Drug Controller General of India.

A Phase | and Il clinical trial conducted in India revealed a balanced and
robust immune response across all four dengue virus types.

The ICMR-National Institute of Translational Virology (NITVAR) and AIDS
Research (formerly ICMR-NARI) is responsible for overall trial
coordination.




°* Dengue

* Dengue is a mosquito-borne viral disease caused by the Dengue virus
(DENV), which has four serotypes (DENV-1, DENV-2, DENV-3, and
DENV-4).

* It is transmitted primarily by the Aedes aegypti mosquito.

* Spread: The virus does notspread person-to-person directly.

* A mosquito becomes infected by biting a person already infected with the
virus, and then can transmit the virus to another person through a
subsequent bite.



* Vaccine: Dengvaxia (CYD-TDV) — approved in some countries,
recommended for individuals aged 9-16 with a history of dengue
infection.

* Dengue fever is one of the top 10 threats to global health, according
to the World Health Organisation (WHO).

* Dengue in India: India accounts for a large fraction of global dengue
cases; 2.3 lakh cases and 297 deaths were reported in 2024.



SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

: E . . .

Fever with any Aches and pains Nausea/vomiting

of the following
PREVENTION

Use insect repellent, Wear loose-fitting, Choose a hotel or Sleep under a mosquito
and treat clothing and long-sleeved shirts lodging with air net if you are outside or
gear with permethrin and pants. conditioning or window  when screened rooms

(insecticides). and door screens, are not available.




SPREE 2025




* The Employees’ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) approved the SPREE 2025 scheme
(Scheme for Promotion of Registration of Employers and Employees) during its 196th
meeting held in Shimla

* The Scheme for Promotion of Registration of Employers and Employees (SPREE) 2025

* It is approved by ESIC and aims to expand social security coverage by allowing
unregistered employers and employees—including contractual and temporary workers—
to register digitally from July 1 to December 31, 2025, without inspections or demands
for past dues.



* Registration will be effective from the declared date, with
no contributions or benefits applied retroactively,
encouraging voluntary compliance by removing penalties
and easing the process.




* Importance

* It seeks to bring more establishments and workers under the ESI Act, enhancing access to
essential health and social benefits.

* It represents a significant step towards a more inclusive and accessible social security
system, supporting ESIC’s goal of universal protection and a welfare-focused labour
ecosystem in India.



NCB’s Operation- MED MAX



The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), under Operation MED MAX
and in coordination with international agencies, has dismantled a

transnational drug cartel operating across more than 10 countries
in Asia, North America, Europe, and Oceania.

NCB: Headquartered in New Delhi, NCB is the apex drug law
enforcement and intelligence agency in India, constituted in 1986

under the provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985.




* The National Policy on Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances is based
on Article 47 of the Indian Constitution, a Directive Principle of State Policy, which

mandates the prohibition of the consumption of intoxicating drugs except for
medicinal purposes.

* Functions and Powers of NCB: Operates under the Ministry of Home Affairs and

coordinates with various central and state agencies for enforcement and policy
implementation.



* Other Major Legislation Governing Drugs: Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940, and Prevention of Illicit Traffic in NDPS Act, 1988.

* India is a signatory to key international conventions like Single Convention on
Narcotic Drugs, 1961 (as amended by 1972 Protocol), Convention on
Psychotropic Substances, 1971, and UN Convention against lllicit Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, 1988.



Word of the day

Woebegone:
worn and broken down by hard use; affected by
or full of grief or woe

Sy NONYIMS! creaky, decrepit, derelict,
flea-bitten, run-down

Usa €. Thatis a woebegone old shack.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/woebegonepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /'wauvbigon/
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guys.
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