ent

Daily Curr

DA - F;
. n (W
E = oo o,

S 10| wetwrs iy '\

= S mas > e -

coud . it SRS DR £ 2 2. e
. ot o R 0 e s 3 55 1 e K SO ) £ W B

l,‘mlcxsnc\s disorc ; : 4 < %4 : 3 'éﬁ'ﬁ@ IIETST%H
as protesters run ric S g NS ool [ gttt el b B otk i sl 13

3 700, gt 7 ez ) vl W 9 e

WHAT POUCE MUST EXPU

e e > s e o s
oy e 0 St b 1082 4 P M e e 4, 344 o & A S b

“SThelndian EXPRESS

JOURNALES M OF COURAGE
o w3 T s perivd AL L SN YD R

’\‘N« S Mok 2 wree friead Hethinks We iT's2 new

e USPrestbent power fhusugh bt tinagh sagediter Bupter o s Mot
Policeman among 5 Killed EMd Mﬂl'nmg I

in Delhi violgnee over CAA | friend’ I i ek ome inASene it

' shegmws e | Batees i n NewDehinodny -

SE e trail NiA
Rk scarches in TN,

THE

STheIndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS

THE HIN N



5

The Hindu y

1
PIB, PRS & Other

LI ' newspaper

o

The Indian
Express

@, .
U Jansatta

1

Financial
Express



Download class24

v

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ



Love yourself first,
and everything else

falls into line.

— Lucille Ball
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U.S. captures Maduro after strikes on Venezuela

l President of South American nation and wife being
taken to New York to be prosecuted, says Trump

Associated Press
CARACAS

he United States
T captured Venezue-
lan President Nico-
las Maduro and took him
out of the country on Sa-
turday after an extraordin-
ary nighttime operation
that was accompanied by a
flurry of strikes, following
months of escalating pres-
sure on the oil-rich South
American nation.
Claiming that U.S. pre-
sence was already in place
in Venezuela, President

Donald Trump said, hours
after the attack, that his go-
vernment would run Cara-
cas, at least temporarily,
and would tap its vast oil
reserves to sell “large
amounts” to other coun-
tries. “We are going to run
the country until such time
as we can do a safe, proper,
and judicious transition,”
Mr. Trump said at a news
conference.

He said Mr. Maduro and
his wife, Cilia Flores, were
aboard the U.S. warship
Iwo Jima and headed to
New York, where they will

\

Taken from home: An image posted by Donald Trump shows

Venezuelan government urges citizens to take to
the streets against the U.S.’s ‘imperialist attack’

-

Nicolas Maduro blindfolded aboard the USS Iwo Jima. Arp

face prosecution.
While the legal authori-

ty for the attack was not
immediately clear, Mr. Ma-

duro’s government ac-
cused the U.S. of attacking
civilian and military instal-
lations, called it an “impe-
rialist attack” and urged ci-
tizens to take to the streets.
Mr. Maduro and other
Venezuelan officials were
indicted in 2020 on “nar-
co-terrorism” conspiracy
charges. The U.S. Justice
Department released a
new indictment on Satur-
day of Mr. Maduro and his
wife for alleged role in nar-
co-terrorism conspiracy.
Venezuelan ruling party
leader Nahum Fernandez

said Mr. Maduro and Ms.
Flores were at their home
within the Ft. Tiuna mili-
tary installation when they
were captured. “They car-
ried out what we could call
a kidnapping of the Presi-
dent and the First Lady of
the country.”

Early on Saturday, mul-
tiple explosions rang out
and low-lying aircraft
swept through the Vene-
zuelan capital. The attack
itself lasted less than 30 mi-
nutes and the explosions —
at least seven blasts.

Some Venezuelan civi-

U.S. to run Caracas and tap its oil reserves to sell
large amounts to other countries, adds Trump

lians and members of the
military were killed, Vice
President Delcy Rodriguez
said. However, Mr. Trump
said some U.S. forces were
injured but he believed
“we had nobody killed”.

Venezuela’s government
responded to the attack
with a call to action: “Peo-
ple to the streets!” while
Armed people and un-
iformed members of a civi-
lian militia headed into the
streets of Caracas.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 9 & 12



HOW US CAPTURED MADURO

it all started in Aug when CIA agents started
secretly monitoring Maduro's every movement

'How he moved, where he
lived, where he travelled,
what he ate, what he wore —
what were his pets,' US joint
chiefs chairman General
Dan Caine said on Saturday

Mission involved months
of 'pinpoint’ planning and
rehearsal, US forces buiit
a replica house identical
to the one where Maduro
was staying

o

gave the order to go

l 5 US military
aircraft take

off from land and

sea, including fighter

jets, reconnaissance

planes, drones,

helicopters

» Helicopters
carrying the
‘extraction force' for
Maduro took off into
the darkness, flying at
just 100 feet above the
surface of the ocean

> Fighter jets provided
air cover while US
satellite and cyber
capabilities blocked
Venezuelan radars

Videos show fires
burning In Caracas
and helicopters

Venezuela's top brass
and many senior govt
officials, and where
Maduro was suspected
to be located

Other targets

La Carlota Airport,
La Guaira port,
Higuerote Airport

2am Saturday | US forces strike multiple
locations in northern Venezuela, including
Caracas, to suppress air defences and clear a
pathway for US helicopters to reach Maduro

Caracis WSNOORCS sotvicin

L ]
Helicopter & Strike on La

seen in video Carlota Alrport
fiying into %
military area 4 & tanito

/el headquarters
& *® | Strike inside

./
Las L. fuerte /. military 2
Mayas  (Tiunal_complex Pty
\

N
Figuoron ) !

O of the copters beleved to
be carrying Maduro & his wife

> At 2.01am, US
forces arrive at
Maduro's compound
and back 'over the
water' at 4.29am ‘with
indicted persons on
board' (Maduro and
his wife, Cilia Flores)

> Couple taken to USS Iwo Jima, one of the
American warships prowling the Caribbean

> Couple then transferred to New York via the US navy
base at Guantanamo Bay, where the FBI had a 757 govt
plane waiting on the airstrip to bring them to Stewart
Air National Guard Base, north of New York City

> After landing in NYC, Maduro taken to Manhattan
by helicopter just before 7pm and was driven to

the US Drug Enforcement Administration's

New York City headquarters

» Maduro then flown by helicopter from Manhattan
to Brooklyn and driven to the Metropolitan
Detention Center, where he is being held

> Maduro and his wife are expected to make their
first appearance in a Manhattan court on Monday

€ Landod at Stewart Ar
A National Gusnd Base.
Usited States | noeth of New York City

| Atlantk

| vaon to oeEm
! Guantasamo

Cub2 L Navai Base

somby ‘LAN di¥ sanos

% Transferred to a US Ship
caribboan v € somewhere inthe Caribbeas

Ocean " . €Y caphured In Carscas
Veoezoea

Pacific
Goean Cofombia

At least 40 people, including civilians Trump said that no American troops had Two military sources said

CASUALTIES and soldiers, killed in the attack,

been killed and that no military equipment  that six US forces had been
according to a senior Venezuelan official  had been lost during the operation

Injured in the operation

Venezuela SaudiArabia

Nigeria

Venezuela’s yearly oil production (million barrels per day)

4 —
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3
2
1
0
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Analysts say increasing Venezuelan production will not be
cheap. Energy Aspects, a research firm, estimated that adding
another half a million barrels a day of production would cost
$10 billion and take about two years

Note: Nearly half of the world’s proven oil

reserves are in 12 countries in West Asia Source: NYT




Trump says U.S. to ‘Tun’ Venezuela,
oil firms to head into the country

President states that a designated group, including Cabinet officials, would oversee management of South American nation;

he indicates potential deployment of U.S. troops; he also dismisses Nobel Prize winner Machado as potential interim leader

Agence France-Presse
PALM BEACH

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump said on
Saturday that the

United States will “run” Ve-
nezuela and tap its huge oil
reserves after snatching
leftist leader Nicolas Madu-
ro out of the country dur-
ing a bombing raid on
Caracas.

Mr. Trump’s announce-
ment came hours after a
lightning attack in which
special forces grabbed Mr.
Maduro and his wife, while
air strikes pounded multi-
ple sites, stunning the cap-
ital city.

Mr. Trump did not go in-
to detail what he meant
but told a press meet in

Taking control: Donald Trump, alongside Marco Rubio, left, and
Pete Hegseth, speaks to the press in Florida on Saturday. AFp

Florida: “We’re going to be
running it with a group.”

“We’re designating peo-
ple,” he said, mentioning
that Cabinet officials stand-
ing with him would be in
charge.

In another surprise, Mr.
Trump indicated that U.S.
troops could be deployed
in Venezuela.

The U.S. is “not afraid of
boots on the ground”, he
said.

Although the operation
is being framed as a law-en-
forcement action, Mr.
Trump made clear that re-
gime change and Venezue-
la’s oil riches are the major
goals.

“We’re going to have
our very large United
States oil companies, the
biggest anywhere in the
world, go in, spend billions
of dollars, fix the badly
broken infrastructure,” he
said. “We’ll be selling large
amounts of oil,” he said.

Mr. Trump said the as-
sault began with a partial
blackout caused by U.S.
“expertise”.

U.S.-backed Opposition
leader Maria Corina Ma-
chado, who won the Nobel
Peace Prize last year, post-

ed on social media: “the
hour of freedom has
arrived.”

But Mr. Trump scotched
any expectation that Ms.
Machado should emerge as
Venezuela’s new leader.
She doesn’t have “support
or respect” there, he said.

The top U.S. military of-
ficer, General Dan Caine,
said 150 aircraft took part
in the operation, support-
ing troops helicoptering in
to seize Mr. Maduro with
the help of months of intel-
ligence into the leader’s
daily habits — down to
“what he ate” and what
pets he kept.

Mr. Maduro, 63, and his
wife “gave up” without a
struggle and there was “no
loss of U.S. life,” he said.




SLIPPING ON SANCTIONS

In 2024, Venezuela
was the world's 20th
largest oil producer

Oil Production
("000 barrels daily)
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Topic Key Facts (English) H¥ d (Hindi)
Largest proven oil reserves (~303 ]Qq.'%[ &1 gy EE] JHIOIT dd

Venezuela Oil bn barrels) 1eR

Capital Caracas DHRIDY

Currency Bolivar CUNEIR

Political Crisis Since 2013 2013 I ISHIfde® Jhe
Opposition Leader Juan Guaido (earlier) ﬁ\’:ﬂ:ff[Q_cﬁ

US Sanctions Since 2017 2017 ¥ 3@R®! ufady
International Body OPEC founding member 3NUD BT GRS oI

IcC H URIY® Sig




Provision Explanation

Prohibits use of force against

UN Charter Art 2(4) sovereignty

Responsibility to Protect (R2P) Only via UN Security Council

NOT legal under international

Regime Change aw

Requires due process, not

|CC Jurisdiction .
military capture




Exam Year Question Theme Exact Linkage

Oil sanctions &

UPSC CSE Prelims 2019 US sanctions on Venezuela .
sovereignty

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-II) 2020 Intervgntlon Vs Regime change debate
sovereignty

UPSC Prelims 2023 OPEC & oil geopolitics Venezuela reserves
SSC CGL 2022 Capital-Country Caracas

Banking (IBPS PO) 2021 OPEC members Venezuela

RPSC RAS 2022 Latin America crisis Venezuela inflation

Railway Group-D 2023 World affairs basics US—Venezuela relations




* Consider the following
statements regarding Venezuela:

* Venezuela has the world’s largest
proven oil reserves.

* Regime change by military
intervention is permitted under the
UN Charter.

* VVenezuela is a founding member
of OPEC.

e Which of the above are correct?
* Options:

A.1 and 2 on
B.1and 3 on

C.2 and 3 on
D.1,2and 3

<< L
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Karnataka records highest-ever organ
donations in 2025, ranks third nationally

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

Karnataka’s State Organ
and Tissue Transplant Or-
ganisation (SOTTO), the
nodal agency that facili-
tates cadaver organ dona-
tions, has recorded 198 do-
nations in 2025, the
highest recorded in the
State so far. This surpasses
the previous peak of 178
donations in 2023. With
this, Karnataka ranked
third in the country in or-
gan donations for the year,
after Tamil Nadu with 267
donations, and Telangana
with 205.

The steady rise in dona-
tions over the past five
years reflects expanded
hospital participation, and
improved systems, officials
said. In 2024, the State re-

Growing donations

The chart shows the top 5 States that
facilitated the most organ transplants in 2025

© 300
267

205
200

100

o

No. of organ donations facilitate

e
L

..

198

TamilNadu Telangana Karnataka Maharashtra Gujarat

corded 168 donations,
while the figure stood at 70
in 2021.

Principal Secretary

(Health) Harsh Gupta told
The Hindu that the in-
crease was driven by the
empanelment of more hos-
pitals as non-retrieval or-
gan transplant centres

(NTHORCs), including in
Tier 2 cities, along with
sustained awareness ef-
forts. “We are also felicitat-
ing donor families on Janu-
ary 26 and August 15
through the Chief Minister
and Ministers, which has
helped in building aware-
ness and trust around or-

gan donation,” he said.

Mr. Gupta said the go-
vernment now plans to ex-
pand the programme to ta-
luk-level hospitals.
“Doctors also need to be
sensitised about declaring
brain death... We are iden-
tifying where there is po-
tential for donations and
what the challenges are,”
he said.

He pointed out that in-
stitutions such as NIM-
HANS see a significant
number of cases where
brain death could poten-
tially be declared, but
these opportunities are not
being fully utilised. “We
had planned to place dedi-
cated counsellors and ear-
mark beds for potential
brain-death cases, but
these are not being used ef-
fectively,” he said.




o **Karnataka recorded its highest-ever organ donations in 2025 and ranked 3rd nationally.

BATeH 1 2025 A 31d db BT TR e TS &1 fehaT 3R I TR U a7 &I YT BT

Key Data
e 198 cadaver organ donations recorded in 2025 (highest ever).
2025 # 198 2[€ 3{TTe — 31d dab &1 Jd = iTbeT
e Previous peak: 178 donations in 2023.
fawor gdf 3ifesT 2023 7 178 2l

e National Rank: 3rd
AT I dan



Nodal Agency

« Donations facilitated by State Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (SOTTO).
3G BT HATd SOTTO gRI|

Top States Comparison (2025)

« Tamil Nadu - 267 (1st)
» Telangana - 205 (2nd)
« Karnataka - 198 (3rd)

 Maharashtra-153

» Gujarat - 152

Reasons for Increase
« Expansion of hospital participation
e T B Wit
« Empanelment of Non-Transplant Organ Retrieval Centres (NTORCs)
NTORC &4l &t H&a1 A gfg
* Improved systems & coordination

&R woTTet 3R aH=aa



Key Challenges Highlighted

e Under-declaration of brain death
-2 HIHA] Bt BH YT
o Lack of trained counsellors & earmarked beds

wfeiferd BI3deR d 3MRfeid 98 &t BHl
e Untapped potential even in top institutes like NIMHANS

NIMHANS 31 TzemAT & vt Tura-13it &1 gof 3T &t

Government Initiatives

o Expansion to taluk-level hospitals
AT P &R & AWdIe] dob fddR

o Felicitation of donor families on Republic Day (26 Jan) & Independence Day (15 Aug)
26 Sa3l g 15 3T DI gIdT URAR] BT T



Dimension Data (English) ¥ SHindi)

Cadaver (Brain-death

Type of Donation COUEStISo © Ikl

based)
Nodal Agency (State) SOTTO SOTTO
National Body NOTTO TEHgT 0SS GO §S
Legal Basis g%gsnﬂ?;f}ﬁf;ng Human '\;WW ,g é;;gi
Brain Death Legal death in India Skl TB TG
Best Performing State  Tamil Nadu RIS

Awareness Need Counselling + declaration SI&XPRE T SB{d



Organ / Tissue
Heart

Lungs

Liver

Kidneys
Pancreas
Intestine
Cornea (eyes)
Skin

Bones

Heart valves

Tendons/Ligaments

Blood vessels

When can it be donated?
Brain death only

Brain death only

Brain death only

Brain death or cardiac death
Brain death only

Brain death only

Brain death or cardiac death
Brain death or cardiac death
Brain death or cardiac death
Brain death or cardiac death
Brain death or cardiac death

Brain death or cardiac death

Time limit after death
Within 4—6 hours
Within 4—6 hours
Within 8-12 hours
24-36 hours
12-18 hours

6-8 hours

Up to 6 hours

Up to 6-12 hours
Up to 24 hours
Up to 24 hours
Up to 24 hours
Up to 24 hours

Key points (exam-relevant)
Needs continuous oxygen supply
Can donate both or single lung
Can be split into 2 for recipients
Most commonly transplanted organ
Mainly for diabetes patients

Rare transplant, complex surgery
One donor can give sight to 2
Used for burn victims

Used in orthopaedics

Used in cardiac surgery

Sports injury treatments

Vascular surgeries



Eyes (cornea) - Most
flexible; can be Kidneys have the One donor can save
donated even after longest survival time up to 8 lives
home death

Heart, lungs, liver -
ONLY after brain

death




Exam
UPSC Prelims

UPSC Mains GS-II
UPSC Prelims

RPSC RAS

SSC CGL
IBPS PO
Railway NTPC

Year

2013

2018
2020

2021

2019
2020
2022

Question Theme

Organ transplantation law

Public health systems

NOTTO

Health indicators

Static GK
Awareness

General Science

Actual Focus
Brain death

State capacity

National organ donation
Transplant infrastructure

Human organs
Health initiatives

Organ donation basics




* With reference to organ donation in India, consider the
following statements:

* Brain death is legally recognised in India.

e SOTTO functions under the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare at the national level.

* Tamil Nadu has historically been among the top states in
cadaver organ donation.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

*A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Challenges aplenty for rural, tribal,
migrant groups in fighting TB: report

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

India continues to bear a
major portion of the global
tuberculosis (TB) burden,
accounting for about 27%
of the cases worldwide,
and faces challenges-in-
cluding socio-economic
disparities, malnutrition,
comorbidities, and disrup-
tions due to the COVID-19
pandemic-that  impede
elimination efforts.

A TB report titled ‘In-
dia’s Progress in Address-
ing the Challenges of Tu-
berculosis’, published by
stakeholders, including the
Women'’s Collective Fo-
rum, has also identified In-
dia’s rural, tribal, and mi-
grant communities as
those faced with multiple
challenges when fighting
tuberculosis.

“Migrant populations in
India encounter critical ob-
stacles to TB care due to
high mobility, informal
employment, and limited
health access, often result-
ing in delayed diagnosis
and disrupted treatment,”
said the report, adding that
targeted intervention
should include nationwide
mapping of non-notified
settlements to identify

The study says, migrant populations in India encounter critical
obstacles to TB care due to limited health access, ISTOCKPHOTO

nationwide mapping
of non-notified

settlements to locate
high-burden clusters

high-burden migrant clus-
ters, as well as outreach
programmes in education-
al institutions for early
awareness and screening.
It also noted that ad-
dressing these challenges
requires an integrated mi-
grant health framework,
combining various sectors
such as HIV, non-commun-
icable disease (NCD) and
vector-borne disease ser-
vices at common delivery

points. Also, strengthening

data systems for frontline
workers and establishing
an online inter-state refer-
ral platform can improve
tracking and continuity
care, stated the report.

Highlighting the chal-
lenges faced by frontline
workers, the report called
for prioritisation of deve-
loping a robust employee
welfare policy that encom-
passes incentives, travel
reimbursement, health in-
surance, and salary stan-
dardisation for frontline
workers.

“Operational research
on work patterns, docu-
mentation processes and
barriers to patient-centred
service delivery among
frontline workers may pro-

duce evidence-based stra-
tegies,” said the report.

It notes that strengthen-
ing health infrastructure,
embedding digital technol-
ogy and equity, ensuring
uninterrupted care in cris-
es, and empowering com-
munities through partner-
ship models will be critical
to overcome the existing
barriers and achieve TB
elimination targets,” it
said.

Call for framework
Additionally, research also
indicates that a significant
proportion of TB survivors
exhibit chronic respiratory
symptoms or structural
lung damage such as fibro-
sis, bronchiectasis and air-
flow obstruction.

“Post-TB lung disease
significantly impacts mor-
bidity, disability and mor-
tality rates. Establishing a
national framework for
post-TB care is crucial,”
said the report.

It added that nearly 60
% of individuals with TB
symptoms in India initially
seek care from private pro-
viders, underscoring the
critical need for robust and
sustained public-private
partnerships to meet na-
tional TB elimination goals.
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Caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis. o R § 7 "3 Symptoms
9 ‘ o PR | A
S 27 Commonly impacts the lungs e, JIEARY

- (pulmonary TB) but can also affect
other areas (extrapulmonary TB).

Chronic cough
with blood-
tinged sputum

O
3 # Leading cause of death for people
- * with HIV and a major factor in
v
Y 4 antimicrobial resistance. Tuberculosis (TB) |
' 4 o v -
Transmission occurs through the air when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or speaks.
Individuals with latent TB, who show no symptoms, do not spread the disease.

Treatment

¢ |tis a curable disease. Treatment depends on whether it is drug-resistant
or simple fuberculosis. Loss of weight

» BPaLM Regimen for MDR-TB
== W * |t consists of a four-drug combination ,"
. L\
Rfamprin i) - Bedaquiline, Pretomanid, Linezolid >
- Pyrazinamide (2) and Moxifloxacin. P, |
SN Ey  ¢ Itis a highly effective and shorter .

Common drugs S, treatment option than the previous Loss ot RppeTe
for treatment StmpﬂImudn(S) MDR-TB treatment procedure. "
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Prevalence Types of Drug-Resistant TB '

Global TB-related Deaths in 2022 and 2023 Multidrug-Resistant TB (MDR-TB) Eever and night
S Every day, 3500 People B Bacteria resistant to at least swWeats

N m die from TB isoniazid and rifampicin.

& worldwide ¥ : Extensively Drug-Resistant TB

5 (XDR-TB)

TB bacteria resistant to isoniazid, rifampin,
fluoroquinolone, and second-line injectables.

Fatigue

Government Strategies to end TB

Inida (26%) National Tuberculosis Elimination Program (NTEP); Aims to

Low- and middle-income countries carry 87% of  eradicate TB in India by 2025. .
TB Preventive

the global TB burden Community Therapy to

0 N Engagement Initiatives individuals at high
+ + +
L 56% like fhe ELadhan

" risk of developing

Indonesia China Philippines Pakistan active TB.
) : Ahluuan
Primary risk factors
Project Axshya Plus Ni-kshay Mitras
Dlabetes Under- involves contact tracing, encourage public
' nutrmon testing, and managing involvement in TB

latent TB infections. care and awareness.
Alcohol E—
Eliminating TB 7 ‘\\‘3J
mfemon Smoklng dlsor ders UN aims to end the TB epidemic by 2030.India \‘Ii\:? 1}\//

aims to eliminate TB by 2025. S L




« **India continues to bear a very high tuberculosis (TB) burden, especially among rural, tribal and
migrant populations.
WRA B ArHtoT, Sistrdta 3R yarst anera & Siat a1 atgr sndt it aga sifdies 21

« India accounts for ~27% of global TB cases.

dfedep Stelt HTHAY BT AT 27% WRA B 21

Report & Source
» Report titled “India’s Progress in Addressing the Challenges of Tuberculosis”.
ot 2t it gAY @ et A vRa Bt wfa”
« Published by multiple stakeholders including Women'’s Collective Forum.

wfgen gl afga fafi= fEaurs! grr waeifera)

Key Challenges Identified

« Socio-economic disparities
A1 -3Nfed FTHHATS

« Malnutrition & comorbidities (HIV, NCDs)
Purgor 3k FE-AT (HIV, R-dard Am)

« High mobility & informal employment of migrants
warfaaY &t 3ifeie nfaeitear 3k srmfsa AR

« Limited access to healthcare - delayed diagnosis & treatment disruption
wrey Aar3il ad HifAd ugd - & A U 9 IUAR | aren

« COVID-19 pandemic disruptions
®ifas-19 | Siat Jarsi 7 waem



Special Concern: Migrant Populations
 Migrants face treatment discontinuity due to inter-state movement.
AT & &t AT & ITAR J fARaRdr 98 &t
e High dependence on private healthcare (~60%), leading to under-notification.

T 60% A fAsit &7 R fnf, Fad o faifem

Key Recommendations of the Report

e Nationwide mapping of non-notified settlements to identify high-burden clusters
NS A &1 AT TR W AT

e Integrated migrant health framework combining TB, HIV, NCD & vector-borne services
Stdl-HIV-NCD-darez 7Y T Tehiged arat

e Digital data systems for frontline workers
ThedTgd BiAal & fag fEfsied Ser fawen

e Online inter-state referral platform for treatment continuity

AR -IATT IBIA & AAATS WeBIH



Dimension

Global TB Share

TB Type

Causative Agent

High-Risk Groups

Major Driver
Private Sector

Post-TB Issue

Data (English)
India ~27%

Infectious bacterial
disease

Mycobacterium
tuberculosis

Migrants, tribal, rural
poor

Malnutrition
~60% initial care

Chronic lung disease

¢¥ SHindi)
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Scheme / Body Relevance

National TB Elimination Programme TB elimination by 2025

(NTEP)

Nikshay Portal TB notification & tracking
Ayushman Bharat Health access

POSHAN Abhiyaan Malnutrition

Integrated Disease Surveillance Early detection



Exam

UPSC Prelims
UPSC Mains GS-lI
UPSC Prelims

RPSC RAS

SSC CGL
IBPS PO
Railway NTPC

Year
2018
2020
2021

2022

2019
2020
2022

Question Theme
TB & DOTS
Health inequity
Nikshay portal

Public health
challenges

Bacterial diseases
Health CA

Infectious diseases

Direct Link
TB control
Migrants
TB tracking

B

B

TB elimination

B basics



* With reference to Tuberculosis (TB) in
India, consider the following
statements:

* India accounts for more than one-
fourth of the global TB burden.

* Migrant populations often face
disruption in TB treatment continuity.

* Post-TB lung disease has negligible
impact on long-term health outcomes.

 Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Signs of global memory chip
shortage emerge at PC shops

The build-your-own-PC market has become far more expensive due to surging memory chip

prices, in what might foreshadow price increases elsewhere for Indian electronics

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

t Nehru Place in the

national  capital,

the beginnings of a
looming pricing crisis in
personal electronics is tak-
ing shape, as customers
and retailers in the spraw-
ling market struggle to get
hands on RAM sticks and
SSDs used in desktop PCs,
laptops and smartphones.

Over the last few weeks,
prices of these compo-
nents have surged with lit-
tle precedent,beyond even
the levels seen during the
COVID-19 pandemic, as Al
hyper scalers globally
crowd out a supply chain
that now has less room for
consumer-grade products.

At Manoj PC Wala, a sin-
gle stick of DDR5 16GB
RAM - that until Novem-
ber was selling for about
15000 at worst - now
bears a fresh MRP sticker.
The current price is
15,000. “SSD prices have
doubled, and RAM prices
have increased four times,"
Subhash, one of the store’s
attendants, said. Price data
for these components re-
viewed by The Hindu con-
firm this assessment.

Early in December, one
of the handful of importers
for RAM sticks, which are
usually pre-installed in pre-
built PCs or laptops(and
less commonly sold sepa-
rately to enthusiasts or en-
terprises), offered retailers
a chance to buy up stock in
bulk at the prevailing pric-
es of the time. Suppliers

Compute the cost: Cause of the problem is 3 firms have cornered
the memory chip market's supply chain, GETTY IMAGESASTOCK

wamed rates would only
rise from there, Pramod,
another attendant, said.
Most retailers balked, un-
able or unwilling to risk the
down payment this offer
entailed. Now, RAM and
SSD prices are indeed sky-
rocketing and the climb in
prices could persist in the
months ahead.

Consumer electronics

The root cause of the pro-
blem is three firms have
largely cornered the me-
mory chip market's supply
chain: SK Hynix, Samsung
and Micron. These firms
have been overwhelmed
with orders for chips used
in Al data centres by Big
Tech that outbid consum-
er-grade electronics mak-
ers’ prices. Micron has
even announced that it will
shut down Crucial, its RAM

brand for consumers,

The full impact of the
price shock this situation
will lead to - in the ab-
sence of the trio ramping
up production - will be felt
in the coming months.
Electronics markets such
as the Nehru Place cater to
a small portion of consum-
ers, who build their own
hardware. Large-scale ori-
ginal equipment manufac-
turers (OEMs) such as Dell,
HP and Asus often have
long-term supply agree-
ments that protect them
from immediate price jolts,

But even these firms are
preparing for price adjust-
ments, Dell has already an-
nounced plans for raising
prices of laptops sold to en-
terprise clients, sparing in-
dividual buyers for now.

Long-planned computer
procurements across go-

vernment and the private
sector have been spared so
far: a senior State govern-
ment official told The Hin-
du Tamil Nadus plan to
distribute 10 lakh laptops
to college students was not
impacted by the chip price
surge, A senior IT Ministry
official said the price
shocks had not reached
large Industry players yet,
due to their existing re-
serves and supply deals
with memory chip makers.

Even smartphone mak-
ers may have to scale down
the level of RAM or memo-
ry they offer at a given
price point, or hike prices.
While smartphone prices
are now only hit at low-
budget line-ups, price
shocks “could spread
across the broader smart-
phone and consumer elec-
tronics ecosystem,” Ivan
point Rescarch, wrote in a
note. As India's smart-
phone market is on the
right side of a recovery in
shipments, the shock may
impact the recovery.

As far as the custom PC
builders are concerned,
driven as they are by a
usually correct logic that
assembling one's own PC is
cheaper than paying for a
pre-built one, they are less
willing to invest in things
needing a separate RAM
purchase for the moment,
Subhash said.

“What they thought
they could build for
0,000 now  costs
70,000," he says. “So
they're not buying.”




« Signs of a global memory chip shortage are emerging in Indian PC markets, especially at Nehru
Place, Asia’s largest electronics hub.

dfedes ANIA fog &) BHt B Hdba WRA & it aeR) A feaa o €, fadlgsd: Ags wa 7

What Is Happening on the Ground

« Prices of RAM and SSDs used in PCs, laptops and smartphones have surged sharply.
uit, dueia 3k TEwIA 7 39T 813 aret RAM 3R SSD &t divdl 7 as agiadt

+ Example: 16 GB DDR5 RAM price rose from ~25,000 (Nov) to 215,000.
16 GB DDR5 RAM &1 &iHd 5,000 & g2 15,0001

« SSD prices have doubled, RAM prices quadrupled in some cases.

SSD @&t diHd gIAT, RAM &t diHd R AT ddb |

Root Cause (Supply-Side)

» Global memory supply is cornered by three firms:
SK Hynix, Samsung, and Micron.
A dufal &1 deas AR TS W |
« Al data centres and hyperscalers are outbidding consumer electronics makers.
Al 32T der IulamT Setagii-a d ST hivd g fau &dg 2 81
« Micron has announced shutdown of Crucial RAM brand for consumers.
Micron gRT Crucial RAM §ig &g &3 &1 6o



Why This Is Serious
e Price shock worse than COVID-19 period in memory components.
Pifds-19 BT A Hl 3ifeies THR HoT gieawTl

e Custom PC building becoming unaffordable.
HICH YT ST HET g1 311 &1 2

Impact on Electronics Ecosystem

e Short-term impact limited for large OEMs like Dell, HP, Asus due to long-term contracts.

Sfpifoias 3rqqeil & BRUT 938 OEM fhdeara JRfaid|
o Possible future laptop and smartphone price hikes.
yfasr & dueid g TEHIF Agi 8 Thd &
e Smartphone makers may reduce RAM configurations or raise prices.

RAM &\ dT T AT hiHd daM Tl

Government View

e Large public procurement (e.g. Tamil Nadu's laptop scheme) not yet impacted.

BRI TR U= 3T 3R FET|



Dimension

Memory Chips
Major Suppliers

Key Demand Driver

COVID Comparison

Affected Sectors

India Impact

Data (English)
DRAM, NAND

Samsung, SK Hynix,
Micron

Al data centres
Current shock worse

PCs, laptops,
smartphones

Custom PC builders hit
first
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* With reference to the recent rise in memory chip prices, consider the
following statements:

* The global DRAM and NAND memory market is dominated by three
firms.

* Rising Al data-centre demand has reduced chip availability for
consumer electronics.

* India is currently self-sufficient in memory chip manufacturing.
 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Maduro in NY jail, V-P to take over in Caracas

With Maduro facing charges in the U.S., Venezuela’s
apex court appoints V-P Rodriguez as interim chief

Associated Press
Reuters
CARACAS

enezuelan  Presi-
v dent Nicolas Madu-
ro was held in a

New York prison on Sun-
day to face criminal charg-
es after being captured in a
night-time military opera-
tion done without appro-
val from the U.S. Congress,
even as the South Ameri-
can country’s top court ap-

pointed  Vice-President
Delcy Rodriguez as interim
leader.

Mr. Maduro and his
wife, Cilia Flores, were ta-
ken from their home in a
military base by U.S. forces
on Saturday — an act that
Mr. Maduro’s government
called “imperialist”. The

couple faces U.S. charges
of participating in a narco-
terrorism conspiracy.

In Venezuela, the the
Supreme Court ordered on
Saturday that Ms. Rodri-
guez assume the role of
Acting President in the ab-
sence of Mr. Maduro.

While the court said Ms.
Rodriguez would assume
“the office of President of
the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, in order to gua-
rantee administrative con-
tinuity and the compre-
hensive defence of the
nation”, she demanded
that the U.S. free Mr. Madu-
ro and called him the coun-
try’s rightful leader.

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Sunday said Ms.
Rodriguez may pay a big-
ger price than Mr. Maduro

Acting President demands that the U.S. free the
President, calls him the country’s rightful leader

Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro at the offices of the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration in New York on Saturday. REUTERS

“if she does not do what is
right,” according to an in-
terview with The Atlantic
magazine.

Ms. Rodriguez had said
that her country would de-
fend its natural resources
after Saturday’s events.

“If she does not do what
is right, she is going to pay
a very big price, probably
bigger than Mr. Maduro,”
Mr. Trump was quoted as
saying in a telephone inter-
view. He also said other
countries may be subject

India ‘concerned’
for the well-being
of Venezuelans

NEW DELHI

A day after the U.S. took away
President Nicolas Maduro and
his wife Cilia Flores from
Venezuela's capital Caracas,
India expressed its concern for
the “well-being of the people
of Venezuela®, and called for
dialogue to ensure peace in the
region. » PAGE 4

to American intervention.

“We do need Green-
land, absolutely,” Mr.
Trump said of the island
that is part of Denmark, a
NATO country.

The Venezuela court’s
ruling on Sunday added

that the court will debate
the matter in order to “de-
termine the applicable le-
gal framework to guaran-
tee the continuity of the
state, the administration of
government, and the de-
fence of sovereignty in the
face of the forced absence
of the President of the
Republic.”

Some Venezuelan civi-
lians and members of the
military were killed, said
Ms. Rodriguez, who didn’t
give a number.

Speaking to reporters
hours after Mr. Maduro’s
capture on Saturday, Mr.
Trump had revealed his
plans to exploit the leader-
ship void to “fix” the coun-
try’s oil infrastructure and
sell “large amounts” of oil
to other countries.

If Rodriguez does not do what is right, she will
pay a bigger price than Maduro, says Trump

After arriving at a small
airport in New York City’s
northern suburbs, Mr. Ma-
duro was flown by helicop-
ter to Manhattan, where a
convoy of law enforcement
vehicles, including an ar-
moured car, was waiting to
whisk him to a nearby U.S.
Drug Enforcement Admi-
nistration office.

A video posted by a
White House account
showed Mr. Maduro, smil-
ing, as he was escorted
through that office by DEA
agents grasping his arms.

Venezuela’s ruling party
has held power since 1999,
when Mr. Maduro’s prede-
cessor, Hugo Chavez, took
office, promising to uplift
poor people and later to
implement a self-described
socialist revolution.



 Maduro faces U.S. criminal charges, including narcotics-terrorism conspiracy.
HIGRI IR 3ARBT A giT-3Tdbalg Alfsid & FRIT|

» Venezuela's Supreme Court appoints Vice-President Delcy Rodriguez as Acting President.
QAT Bl Fafed HgTerd gRT Soxit AfgNT Y Brefarges Asgufd g |

» Acting President demands the U.S. release Maduro, calling him the country’s rightful leader.

3MRBT A AT D1 RET B4 I HiTl|

U.S. Position (as claimed)

e Former U.S. President Donald Trump warns Rodriguez of “bigger consequences” if she does not act

in U.S. interest.
oM gRT ®BoR ddrdt|
e U.S. hints at:
e Regime continuity decisions

¢ Control over oil infrastructure
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The uncertainty after Maduro
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What the U.S. Claims
« U.S. apprehended Maduro to face drug-trafficking and narco-terrorism charges.
AT GRTATGR! UR §71 d<h<1 @ AThI-ATdddIg & R |

« Action followed months of diplomatic, economic and political pressure.

s HElH] & gard & d1¢ BRaTg|

Key Insight of the Article (VERY IMPORTANT)

« Removing a leader #z Regime change
Bad AdT B g2 A onF ufkad gl g

« Venezuelan state institutions and military largely remain intact.

AAF[Cen Y A1 a wenafs arar andh it B 2

Limits of Military or Coercive Action
« History shows foreign military intervention rarely brings durable political stability.

gfder adarar 2 f d=1 g ey d fa13: TsrHifae fERar 481 amdt

« Without:
» nation-building
« long-term governance strategy
« public legitimacy

fa= g -fAmfor g derar & affad= dva 7&t)



Domestic Impact in Venezuela
¢ Risk of:

» internal instability
» nationalist backlash
» protests and violence
iaRe AfRRar a Isgardt ufafbar &1 fEH|
« Power may shift within ruling elites, not necessarily to democracy.

A1 BT YATIaRT &) Tl &, Aldbdd Al

Wider Geopolitical Concern

» Such actions may:
» destabilise Latin America
» worsen refugee flows

» create regional spillovers

&=t 3rfRRar ik erumelf Here b ggT1 ha 2

India’s Likely Strategic Position

« Principled neutrality, dialogue and concern for civilians.
WRa &t Hifd: Jwngar, Jarg 3k ara seanor)



Big hurdles ahead of Trump’s plan to
seize, revitalise Venezuela’s oil sector

The South American country’s oil industry is in disrepair after vears of neglect and international sanctions; it could take years and major investments

before production can increase dramatically; however, some analysts opine it could double its current output to return to historic levels fairly quickly

NEWS ANALYSIS

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

resident  Donald
P Trump's plan to

take control of Ve-
nezuela's oil industry and
ask American companies
to revitalise it after captur-
ing President Nicolas Ma-
duro in a raid isn't likely to
have a significant imme-
diate impact on oil prices.

Venezuela’s oil industry
is in disrepair after years of
neglect and international
sanctions, so it could take
years and major Invest-
ments before production
can increase dramatically.
But some analysts are opti-
mistic that Venezuela
could double or triple its
current output of about L1
million barrels of oil a day
to return to historic levels
fairly quickly.

“"While many are report-
ing Venezuela’s oil infras-
tructure was unharmed by
U.S, military actions, it has
been decaying for many
many years and will take
time to rebuild,” said Pa-
trick De Haan, who is the
lead petroleum analyst at
gasoline price tracker
GasBuddy.

American oil companies
will want a stable regime in
the country before they are
willing to invest heavily,
and the political picture re-
mained uncertain Satur-
day with Trump saying
that the United States is in

charge, while the current
Venezuelan Vice President
argued, before Venezuela’s
High Court ordered her to
assume the role of interim
president, that Mr. Maduro
should be restored to

power,

“But if it seems like the
U.S. is successful in run-
ning the country for the
next 24 hours, [ would say
there would be a lot of opti-
mism that US. energy
companies could come in
and revitalise the Venezue-
lan oil industry fairly
quickly,” said Phil Flynn, a
senfor market analyst at
the Price Futures Group.

And if Venezuela can
grow into an oil produc-
tion powerhouse, Mr.
Flynn said “that could ce-
ment lower prices for the
longer term™ and put more
pressure on Russia.

Oil isn't traded over the
weekend, so there wasn't
an immediate impact on
prices. But a major shift in
prices isn't expected when
the market does reopen,
Venezuela is a member of
OPEC so lts production is
already accounted for
there. And there is current-
ly a surplus of oil on the
global market.

Venezuela is known w
have the world's largest
proven crude oil reserves
of approximately 303 bil-
lion barrels, according to
the US. Energy Informa-
tion Administration. That
accounts for roughly 17% of
all global oil reserves.

So international cil com-
panies have reason to be

Sensitive situation: Protesters demonstrate against US. military
action in Veneruela in Times Square, New York, on Saturday. &5

Interested in Venezuela.

Leading companies, in-
cluding Exxon Mobil and
Chevron, didnt Imme-
diately respond to requests
for comment Saturday. Co-
nocoPhillips spokesperson
Dennis Nuss said by email
that the company “is mon-
itoring developments in
Venezuela and their poten-
tial implications for global
energy supply and stabili-
ty. It would be premature
to speculate on any future
business  activities  or
investments.”

Chevron is the only one
with significant operations
In Venezuela, where it pro-
duces about 2,50,000 bar-
rels a day. Chevron, which
first invested in Venezuela
in the 1920s, does business
in the country through
joint ventures with the
state-owned company Pe-
troleos de Venezuela S.A.,
commonly known as

PDVSA. But even with
those massive reserves, Ve-
nezuela has been produc-
ing less than 1% of the
world’s crude oil supply.
Corruption, mismanage-
ment and U.S. economic
sanctions saw production
steadily decline from the
3.5 million barrels per day
pumped in 1999 to today's
levels,

The problem isn't find-
ing the oll. It's a question of
the political environment
and whether companies
can count on the govern-
ment to live up to their
contracts. Back in 2007,
then President Hugo Ché-
vez nationalised much of
the oil production and
forced major players like
ExxonMobil and Conoco-
Phillips out.

“The issue is not just
that the infrastructure is in
bad shape, but it's mostly
about how do you get fo-

reign companies 1o start
pouring money in before
they have a clear perspec-
tive on the political stabili-
ty, the contract situation
and the like,” said Francis-
co Monaldi, who is the di-
rector of the Latin Ameri-
can energy program at
Rice University.

But the infrastructure
does need significant
investment.

“The estimate is that in
order for Venezuela to in-
crease from one million
barrels per day - that is
what it produces today - to
four million barrels, it will
take about & decade and
about a hundred billion
dollars of investment,” Mr.
Monaldi said.

Venezuela produces the
kind of heavy crude oll
that's needed for diesel
fuel, asphalt and other
fuels for heavy equipment.
Diesel is in short supply
around the world because
of the sanctions on oil from
Venezuela and Russia and
because America’s lighter
crude oil can’t easily re-
place ir,

Pressure on Russia

Years ago, American refin-
eries on the Gulf Coast
were optimised to handle
that kind of heavy crude at
a time when U.S. ail pro-
duction was falling and Ve
nezuelan and Mexican
crude was plentiful. So re-
fineries would love to have
more access to Venezuela's
crude because it would
help them operate more ef:
ficiently, and it tends to be

a liethe cheaper.

Boosting  Venezuelan
production could also
make it easier t put pres-
sure on Russia because Ew
rope and the rest of the
world could get more of
the diesel and heavy oil
they need from Venezuela
and stop buying from Rus-
sia,
“There's been a big be-
nefit for Russia to see Vene-
zuela’s oil industry col-
lapse. And the reason is
because they were a com-
petitor on the global stage
for that oil market,” Mr.
Flynn said.

But Matthew Waxman, a
Columbla University law
professor who was a na-
tional security official in
the George W. Bush admi-
nistration, sald seftzing con-
trol of Venezueda's resourc-
es opens up additional
legal issues.

“For example, a big is-
sue will be who really owns
Venezuela's oil?” Mr. Wax-
man wrote in an email.

“An occupying military
power can't enrich itself by
taking another states re-
sources, but the Trump ad-
ministration will probably
claim that the Venezuelan
government never rightful-
Iy held them."

But Mr. Waxman, who
served in the State and De-
fence departments and on
the National Security
Council under Mr. Bush,
noted that “we’ve seen the
administration talk very
dismissively about interna-
tional law when it comes to
Venezuela™




e The article analyses major hurdles in the plan attributed to former U.S. President Donald Trump to

seize and revitalise the oil sector of Venezuela.

UE WA ACAT &b dd & Bi 394 fA4701 & A 3R qAiad B Bt 3mfeh! i1 & 313 aret aat arensiy
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Present Condition of Venezuela’'s Qil Sector

e Venezuela's oil industry is in deep disrepair due to:
e years of neglect
e corruption and mismanagement
 international sanctions
aot 32 gt 6t 3en, R 31k siqRre ufdde) & Rt 515 fR&fd 7' 21
e Qil production has fallen sharply from ~3.5 million barrels/day (1999) to ~1 million barrels/day or
less.
3G 1999 & 35 AR R /fGA J TedH dNT 10 AR R/l



Why Quick Revival Is Difficult
» Infrastructure decay: refineries, pipelines, storage need rebuilding
AATTAT F731R — RB18a3, urguaed, Wsror @it
« Huge investment requirement: estimated $100 billion + a decade to reach 4 million barrels/c

T 100 3R STeRR 31k 10 a¥ &1 IHT HTATH |
« Political instability & legal uncertainty discourage foreign investors.

Astifad ifeRan 3k e sifAfeaaar fAder &t galenfgd st 21

Role of International Oil Companies
» Major companies such as ExxonMobil, Chevron remain cautious.
98t Aet dufal Gad & IUAY §T 2
« Only Chevron has limited operations through joint ventures with PDVSA.

Fad AaRIA & Wifea wisggrt

Oil Quality & Market Constraints
« Venezuela produces heavy crude, not easily replaceable by U.S. light crude.
AT BT dct WA 50T BT 8, MRS det ITHT faded 78|
» Global oil market currently has relative surplus, limiting price shocks.

dfedes R / 3ndt ao 3iferdhy| '



SC: Open seats not a quota, can be
filled by SC/ST/OBC candidates

Anyone Scoring
More Than Gen
Cut-Off Can Get It

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt has ruled that candidates
belonging to SC, ST, OBC and
EWS are entitled to general
category posts if they secure
the cut-off marks stipulated
for the general category.

A bench of Justices Di-
pankar Datta & Augustine G
Masih dismissed a petition
by Rajasthan HC which, whi-
le recruiting candidates for
certain posts, had barred re-
served category candidates
from getting appointed aga-
inst general category posts
despite their securing more
marksthanthe cut-off forthe
general category.

The SC said if a reserved
category candidate is more
meritoriousthanthe general
category candidate, then the

‘RESERVATION NO BAR'

Vacancies notified/

advertised as open or
unreserved or general are not
reserved for any caste/tribe/
class/gender
The availability of reservation
does not operate as a bar for
a reserved category candidate
from being considered on merit
against unreserved category
For unreserved posts, merit
among all candidates serves
as benchmark —-SC

former has to be considered
for the posts earmarked as
‘general’ or ‘open’. Writing
the judgment, Justice Datta
said, “We hold that the word
‘open’ connotes nothing but
‘open’, meaning thereby that
vacant posts which are so-
ught to be filled by earmar-
king it as ‘open’ do not fall in
any category.”

This significant ruling
by a bench of Justices Di-
pankar Datta and Augusti-
ne G Masih was inspired by
SC’s landmark verdict in
the Indra Sawhney case of

1992 which had granted
27% reservation to OBCs in
govtjobs.

Writing the judgment, Jus-
tice Datta said, “One does find
categories like ‘open’ or ‘unre-
served’ or ‘general’ being wi-
dely used in course of recruit-
ment drives but they are me-
ant to signify the open/unre-
served vacant posts on which
any suitable candidate can be
appointed, regardless of the
caste/tribe/class/gender of
such candidate.”

The bench said, “For all
intents and purposes, the va-
cancies on posts which are
notified/advertised as open
or unreserved or general, as
the terms suggest, are not re-
served for any caste/tribe/
class/gender and are, thus,
open to all notwithstanding
that a cross-section of socie-
ty can also compete for appo-
intment on vacant posts
which are ‘reserved’ — verti-
cal or horizontal —as mentio-
ned in the notification/
advertisement.”

pContinuedonP 4



Core Judgment

« Supreme Court of India ruled that “open [ general seats are NOT a quota” and can be filled by SC /

ST/ OBC | EWS candidates if they score above the general cut-off.
JgUH BIE 1 T fdban b 3iua/sRa die’ BIS biel 981 & 3R afg SC/ST/OBC/EWS 3RlgaR SR dbe-
3iT% ? 31fErp 316 1A & dl & g4 FIel R Tafad &l Jbd el

Key Legal Principle
o Merit prevails for open seats.
3T TieY R Afke & amem 81
» Reservation does not bar a reserved category candidate from being considered in the general

category.

3R eoT faedt Wl A IFleaR &Y AR« dic A A&l Abdl



What the Court Clarified

e Vacancies advertised/notified as open [ unreserved [ general:
e are not reserved for any caste, tribe, class, or gender
e are open to all candidates purely on merit
‘3g/3AR e’ ug fasat vt stifa/arf/fe & fae 3mferd 981 ga 3tk baw AR & 3mem R R 31d 2l
» Reserved category candidates do not “consume” reserved seats if selected on open merit.

Iafg 3Rferd aif &1 3WiqaRr #ike @ A1 311d1 &, 1 a8 3Rfeid Jie 7&l ekarl

Case Background

e Judgment delivered by a Bench of Justice Dipankar Datta and Justice Augustine G. Masih.
ARfd i &aT 3R ~ARHfd RN Siist Adlg @l uls|
e Court dismissed a petition that barred reserved candidates from general posts despite higher

marks.

3Rfeid 3FEaR) B S Hie A AdbA bt AT FST|



Term
Open / General Seat
Reserved Seat

Cut-off

Merit Candidate

Meaning (English)
Merit-based, no reservation
Earmarked for SC/ST/OBC/EWS
Minimum qualifying marks

Highest scorer irrespective of
category

R agicHindi)
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Dimension
Constitutional Articles
Reservation Limit
Open Seats

Merit Rule

Vertical Reservation

Horizontal Reservation

Key Fact (English)
Art. 14, 15(4), 16(4)
50% (Indra Sawhney)
Not a quota

Applies to all
SC/ST/OBC

Women, PwD

W ¥ SHindi)
eI od A T e {
oo GRnsH

oA U

@ e T i
THIA e © tler {

B
~

e SEe




Exam
UPSC Prelims
UPSC Mains GS-lI

UPSC Prelims

RPSC RAS
SSC CGL

IBPS PO
Railway NTPC

Year
2011
2016

2019

2022
2020
2021
2023

Question Theme
Indra Sawhney case

Reservation & equality
Constitutional provisions

Reservation policy
Constitutional GK
Social justice

Polity basics

Direct Link
Reservation limits

Arts. 14-16
Public employment

Merit vs quota
Equality
Reservation

Recruitment rules




* With reference to reservation in public
employment in India, consider the following
statements:

* Open or general category seats are not
reserved for any caste or class.

* Areserved category candidate selected on
merit against an open seat is counted against
the reserved quota.

* The Indra Sawhney judgment upheld
reservation but emphasised merit in open
competition.

* Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Word of the day

Disparate:

fundamentally different or distinct in quality
or kind

Synonyms: contrary, diverse, unrelated

Usa g€ The report combines disparate ideas.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/disparatepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /disparat/
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