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* True education is not about
memorizing—it’s about
developing curiosity,
reasoning, and independent
thought.
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Private project plans in first

half of fiscal at a 15-year high

Indian firms alone account for 94% of the ¥9.95 lakh crore announced by the sector; government and foreign investment

proposals slump; private sector leads in new projects, while government and foreign investments declined significantly

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

he value of new
T project announce-
ments by the In-

dian private sector surged
to nearly a 15-year high in
the first half of the current
financial year, even as new
government projects and
those by foreign compa-
nies slumped. The value of
such announcements by
the Union government and
those of the States fell to at
least a 15-year low during
the period, while those by
foreign companies were at
a five-year low.

An analysis by The Hin-
du of data from the Centre
for Monitoring Indian Eco-
nomy (CMIE) shows that
the private sector an-
nounced projects estimat-
ed at ¥9.95 lakh crore in

Domestic enthusiasm

Indian private sector's new project announcements in first half of
2025-26 was up 37.5% over the corresponding period of 2024-25.

Announcements by foreign companies fell nearly 28%
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the April-September 2025
period, up 30.4% over the
first half of the previous fi-
nancial year. Of this, it was
the Indian private sector
that did the heavy lifting. It
announced projects esti-
mated at ¥9.35 lakh crore,
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94% of the value of the new
project announcements in
the first half and up 37.5%
over the corresponding pe-
riod of 2024-25. The value
was the second-highest in
the corresponding period
of the past 15 years. The

highest was in the first half
of 202324, when it
touched ¥9.54 lakh crore.

However, the data also
showed that India’s attrac-
tiveness as an investment
destination for foreign
companies might be di-
minishing. New project an-
nouncements by foreign
companies fell to about
0.6 lakh crore in the April-
September 2025 period,
down nearly 28% from the
corresponding period of
last year.

This also marks the
third consecutive year
where foreign announce-
ments have slumped in the
first half of the year, and a
five-year low for the figure.

New project announce-
ments by foreign compa-
nies had risen to a peak of
1.9 lakh crore in the first
six months of 2022-23 be-

fore
subsequently.

The slump in new pro-
ject announcements in In-
dia by foreign companies is
not in line with global
trends. Data from the Unit-
ed Nations Conference on
Trade and Development
show that global foreign di-
rect investment grew by
11% in 2024 over its level in
2023, which itself was 3%
higher than in 2022.

New project announce-
ments by governments
slumped to %1.51 lakh crore
in the first six months of
the financial year 2025-26,
down more than 71% over
their level in the corres-
ponding period of the pre-
vious year.

This level of investment
intention was the lowest in
at least 15 years, the period
for which there is data.

declining



Domestic enthusiasm

Indian private sector’s new project announcements in first half of
2025-26 was up 37.5% over the corresponding period of 2024-25.
Announcements by foreign companies fell nearly 28% R

INDIAN PRIVATE SECTOR FOREIGN PRIVATE SECTOR
Third consecutive
9.35 \

annual slump in
G hc first half

of theyearand a
five-year low

10 Second highest in
the same period
8 oflast 15 years

5.06

||I|||“ [
I L-_-l__l-ll

H1FY12 H1FY19 H1FY26 H1FY12 H1FY19 H1 FY26
Source: CMIE

6

4
0.6

2

0




. Record Private Sector Investment:

» |n April-September 2025, Indian private sector project announcements reached 29.35 lakh
crore.

« This marks the second-highest in 15 years, up 37.5% from last year.

. Total New Projects:

» Total value: 9.95 lakh crore

» Private sector accounted for 94% of the total value.

. Decline in Government & Foreign Projects:

« Government projects fell to 21.51 lakh crore, the lowest in 15 years.

» Foreign project announcements declined to 0.6 lakh crore, down 28%.

. Trend Analysis:

» Third consecutive year of foreign investment decline.

» India's domestic private sector is showing strong confidence, unlike foreign investors.

. Global Comparison:

» Global foreign direct investment (FDI) grew 11% in 2024.

« India's share from foreign companies declining — indicates possible reduced attractiveness.

. Sectoral Focus:

» Projects concentrated in manufacturing, infrastructure, and renewables.



Pak. will get a reply
for aggression at
Sir Creek: Rajnath

Deferce Minister Rajnath Singh performs Shastro Pocyo in the Bhu)
sector an part of Viayadashami on Thursday. USSPORESPERSONMOO

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELMI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday warned

“Any aggression by Pa
kistan in the Sir Creck area
will be met with a resound-
ing that  will
change history and
mph» be said.

Mr. Singh, who was In
Bhuj ‘to celebrate Vijaya-

scheduled to visit the Sir
Creek area, but could not
do so due to bad weather,

Recalling Operation Sin-
door, Mr. Singh said Pakis-
tan had unsuccessfully at-

tempted  to  penetrate
India’s defences from Leh
to Sir Creek, but Indian
forces retalisted strongly
and exposed Pakistan's air
defence system.

“Our forces sent a mes-
sage to the world that India
can indlict heavy losses on

damthedrm_mlmd&

escalation. “1 um pleased

The Defence Minister,
however, added that “our
fight against terrorism
continues”.

The Sir Creek dispute is
a long standing territorial
and maritime boundary s
sue between India and Pa-
kistan over a 96-kilometre
tidal estuary in the Rann of
Kutch.

Refterating India’s posi-
tion on Sir Creek, Mr. Singh
said that while New Delhi
had made repeated at-
tempts to resofve the dis

the

At the Bhyj military
base, the Minister per-
formed a shastra puja of
the upgraded L-70 Air De-
fence Gun in the presence
of Army chief General
Upendra Dwivedi and oth-
er senbor officers. The up-
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\ Sir Creek may be a small strip of
. water but it holds immense economic
~ slgnificance for both India and Pakistan
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* Sir Creek Dispute

 Sir Creek is a 96 km strip of water in the marshes of the Rann of Kutch in Gujarat. It is a
disputed region between India and Pakistan.

* The creek roughly separates the Kutch region in India and Pakistan’s Sindh province. Sir
Creek opens up into the Arabian Sea. It was originally named Ban Ganga and was named
Sir Creek during colonial times after a British official.




Pakistan claims the whole of the creek as part of its territory according to the Bombay
Government Resolution of 1914 which was signed between the Rao of Kutch and the Sindh
provincial government. As per this, the eastern flank of the creek was the boundary line.

(This is indicated in the image by the green line).

According to India, this Green Line is an indicative line only.

Another map drawn in 1925 is the basis for India’s claim according to which the boundary
line lies mid-channel. Also, mid-channel pillarswere constructed in 1924. (The red line on

the given map shows India’s claimed position of the boundary line).



* India draws on the Thalweg Principle in international law according to which if
the boundary between two political entities is a waterway, the boundary follows
the thalweg of that watercourse.

* This means the boundary would follow the centre of the principal navigable
channel of the waterway.

* Pakistan rejects this saying that the principle is applicable only to navigable
channels which Sir Creek is not according to it.

* However, India says that Sir Creek is navigable during high tides and that fishing
trawlers use the channel to go out into the sea.
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ANRF'’s SARAL to
simplify scientific
research papers

Twbrr 4, JC

Msob Koahy ;
MEW DI .
As Pt of camreach e 2
ko {0
e wclontiic rescarch
arntivan
b bt
wd e r O Lot e

Aarding g i .cnn ats el weath

e wr b 1
@impined and Automated  und .w-m. e aoad

Atnpsiiacankon

Fuannda albotied
oy I Iv. -Iu~ Unie
)

i
and. Incovetio
That intends 1 provic
srese. long tenury e

s

wununarion  of

e reser
k3l ol

al
PblicAtiong €

erm

i
wrning council In Cxpect

L “ybeos,  pod-
cibami, poatorn s prosen:  ed 1o play. o aritcal wle i
atson. T wald ot & m o ..lu.nns which wac
o "

ive
nu- AN » .-mdwd

[ Inuu-u lnl

Mart-ups®, Mr. Kulysoara

v sk

Tl i gt Wi
whoping e AL

ron of
Bhvete

Ion I\lnlwn'l i
i

h
WeAwarch o fad
I fending  sclentific
wwareh,

i
in

Auence “drug A Chemi-

s W Vet e

rom

I nad g R
" wh

ayod

™

Thumri loses its voice as Pandit Chhannulal
Mishra passes away Ieaving a musical legacy

A K

T fokl 4 lenE oo T
iy o Pandic Chbaonial
Mistira, tha el

o b
the ghats of Berar et
hi nr;ivvlry umluol.-.-w

Tl
wiild occw
Ay whasals, lnopratls
amotive

ll'llv.lm
i h Moot
oul valm Ja wumw-
"

IepTesintod the syneeatic
o Vivewnsanl, where
ket

Al Shnon

AN CRANALL AL A e

tInNhk'
I Lok

Iyriciom with s
v Bhalravt il

e
i

woRs.

lb-l dnlulhrl reant Junt

o epertulre mived
0 FOFTIM ARV,

w
ku b
A the

vulul

Clauah

Cy ul. nlw-

nln how %
o~

lul At
Betimennt hdent 4% wihve
o T T
or I, 1k atugu wi
1l Costprlas Wit e T wsimided
mmcmm frerin @ wcholarly
" ¥ 10 Wi obd frivnd
the couras of e

for Jod, e o
vat nl llwhnﬂ vt Ly ie-
e with his dw:muunl
L by fdi Tn "

Dt [X
-mﬂlkﬂll{ -4 seanak

o khayval 1o -hq mrk,
Sl il T, T
Wt Katulr, Iy

o aasie by e
Futher, Wadrl Peasad” Mis
raw up A
Abves uw

wank,
-

wi awibildEy, s conndig
dor Lirad Abdul €

M

Whrsin Wik e sany 5

Al i Eow Stankar Saaan

Lary W :

FRKAR (0110 Ho was 10

Iy A askcian withaout re
A

ICDS has been renamed, but
its governance hasn’t kept
pace, says Jairam Ramesh

2 hullmlnl Murusu

AW

vemrarwed
i

RO ywar
ik

T
R ditn

e Lt I
innadhi,
Sommr e

v

" - —-— Aaver il areas Ill|l| o
Nt Many of the recom
Y mendeiuns made by
Pl ware ad
= \ ;
Inaciuding «

tou-

M anpan

v
il workers wosd helpers,

Mar, Rarmesh nats)

S

POXIAN 40 Unh
Iy, THO OV
.ll " \un uul ke

of (e
Pt pace

AN,
llw l,ullﬂw—- I-uukl -ubd

o
g b revisbon of e
ST ey ar Anganwasti
LD il falilend ous Gl W hl-wn. ey
N Ay e Pariia

ARDCIAL Ve 2030-3

-
v o e AN
Ouvelopmwny, nmhl

bt

s
Arnrvwaill e

mador iy .u...p., m.
arnah

wear, Mr, By

Com

e

ety
he

b
ll.ul At et takon place,

-

3

ANTRN
-
Temple on white hillock

Thiruvellur M .I- " d.lvvlllt

win l\u-ll' Tiruchi

1
¥ive werple Tt & conr
Hyrsnnty, o wivieh B M I-rhu

5.

3

NO=ON

6

OArPACLL

i S on B leh
uﬁma auuung\-ﬁ
o 8 15 5 4

Haffapgoliclalon
i

NUGUN - 200

"
Drevabalan 10 a Ao NG abway.
oy & live,

Ahb e ot

Wit down & bied e hid come
the e time, e hawk wis not ol
o I wis anly Bainting
llu‘ Al \", 'lw Trawh wionibdl
Bs Fleshs &
w oAb

w i

o an o

il o gt
Cavour of tis flesh, (o Mt
from hin. s iervel g hin o
turned out, owsver, That the dove wir A
fwl wan Irichri. Tihe devan wera only teming
B W ablel s b Tt

hered &
reeend. Ray K

-Ir,n Wi e A s nvu‘

i bk e Bainli. Whesis "
el 1 hm I uw sy
Lord

[ T
g

v cubled
w

The nume

)
white boar,
Lty
. .n-hnl)(lllht L chr sk

|t Vialy

i



ANRF’s SARAL to
simplify scientific
research papers

lacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

As part of outreach to
make scientific research
more accessible, the Anu-
sandhan National Re-
search Foundation (ANRF)
- India’s newest science
funding agency ~ has deve-
loped a tool called SARAL
(Simplified and Automated
Research  Amplification
and Learning).

This tool, the organisa-
tion’s CEQ, Shivkumar Ka-
lyanaraman said, would
help generate layperson
summaries of complex
scientific research.

This meant using Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) to ex-
tract information from re-
search publications to
generate “videos, pod-
casts, posters and presen-
tation”, he said at a meet-
ing organised earlier this
week by the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry. The
ANRF would focus on har-
nessing “deep science and
engineering” to create
“deep tech products and
start-ups”, Mr. Kalyanara-
man said.

The organisation would
be developing an “Al
Science and Engineering
Open India Stack" that
would significantly in-
fluence “drug and chemi-

This tool will

help generate

la n summaries
of complex

scientific research

cal discovery, aerospace
design, climate and weath-
er and advanced materials
and design”, he said.

Funds allotted
In July, the Union Cabinet
approved a ¥ lakh crore
Research  Development
and Innovation Scheme
that intends to provide low
interest, long tenure loans
to private companies for
investment in core re-
search and development.
The Foundation’s go-
verning council is expect-
ed to play a critical role in
evaluating which sectors
could receive such funds.
The ANRF is envisaged as a
single-window clearance
mechanism for funding re-
search and development
for universities and aca-
demic institutions. It is also
expected to receive about
70% of its budget from
private sources. In func-
tion, it has absorbed much
of the role the erstwhile
Science and Engineering
Research Board had played
in funding scientific re-
search.



 ANRF = Anusandhan National Research Foundation, India's newest science funding agency
(established under Anusandhan National Research Foundation Act, 2023).

« Objective: Promote scientific research, innovation, and public understanding of science.

W Key Highlights from Article

1. Launch of SARAL Tool
» SARAL = Simplified and Automated Research Amplification and Learning.
« Purpose: To simplify complex scientific research for the general public.

« It will generate layperson summaries of scientific research.

2. Use of Artificial Intelligence
e The tool uses Al to:

« Extract data from research publications.
« Generate videos, podcasts, posters, and presentations.

» Helps convert academic findings into easy-to-understand formats.



3. Focus Areas
Deep Science & Engineering
* Development of deep tech products and start-ups.
* Domains: drug discovery, aerospace design, climate, weather, and advanced materials.
4. Al Science and Engineering Open India Stack
Another ANREF initiative to:
e Create a national Al stack for scientific R&D.
* Foster collaboration in Al-driven science and innovation.



@ Funding and Governance

« July 2025: Union Cabinet approved a %1 lakh crore Research Development and Innovation Scheme.
» Provides low-interest, long-tenure loans for R&D.
» Private companies can use it to invest in core research.
e ANRF will receive:
« 70% of its budget from private sources.
» Acts as a single-window clearance for R&D funding.

» Replaces many roles of Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB).

m Institutional Role

« Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) supports its outreach.

« The governing council will decide priority sectors for funding.



Thumri loses its voice as Pandit Chhannulal
Mishra passes away leaving a musical legacy

Anuj Ku

Thumri fell silent on Thurs-
day as Pandit Chhannulal
Mishra, the most melliflu-
ous exponent of the semi-
classical art form, passed
on from age-related ail-
ments. Rising from a mod-
est background, Pandit
Mishra found his voice on
the ghats of Benaras, and
his gravelly timbre repre-
sented the sacred con-
fluence of the cosmic naad
of Lord Shiva’s damru and
the serenity of Ganga. The
amalgamation of the Kira-
na and Benaras Gharana
would scratch and soothe
the soul with its seamless
expression of the rigour of
Hindustani classical music
and the lyrical nuances of
semi-classical forms.
Together with Ustad Bis-
millah Khan, Pandit Mishra
represented the syncretic
culture of Varanasi, where
Lord Shiva and Ganga hold
profound musical and cul-

;w,|

PANDIT CHHANNULAL MISHRA (1936 - 2025)

tural significance. He
would occasionally dabble
in ghazals, integrating their
emotive lyricism with ra-
gas such as Bhairavi and
Kafi.

Spiritually  evocative
and musically sublime,
Mishra with his sensitivity
to poetry ensured that ev-
ery note served the text’s
meaning. For the Padma
Vibhushan winner, classi-
cal music was not a rare-

fied chamber meant just
for the well-heeled. He ele-
vated the taste of the lay lis-
tener with his devotional
music, which felt both maj-
estic and intimate, explor-
ing themes of mysticism,
longing, and cosmic
rhythm in Awadhi, Brijb-
hasha, and Urdu with a
sprinkling of Sanskrit.
From khayal to thumri,
chaiti and hori, from Tulsi-
das to Kabir, his rich devo-

tional repertoire moved
from form to formlessness,
from the classical to the
popular. His silver locks,
infectious smile, and the
swarmandal as his accom-
paniment added an ethe-
real layer to his recitals.
For him, his stage was
his temple where he would
transform from a scholarly
storyteller to an old friend
during the course of the
recital. Quoting Narada, “I
don’t live in heaven nor in
the hearts of the Yogis, I
live where my devotees
sing,” he once explained
his relationship with his
audience, during a conver-
sation with The Hindu.
Born into a musical fa-
mily on August 3, 1936, in
Hariharpur, eastern Uttar
Pradesh’s Azamgarh dis-
trict, Pandit Mishra was in-
troduced to music by his
father, Badri Prasad Mis-
hra. He grew up amidst
want, and diverse musical
strains enriched his rhyth-

mic sensibility. His training
under Ustad Abdul Ghani
Khan of the Kirana Ghara-
na and exposure to the
musical philosophy of
musicologist Thakur Jaidev
Singh enabled him to tran-
scend the boundaries of
gharanas and kahandans
and adapt poetry’s nuanc-
es into Hindustani classical
frameworks.

In his seventies, Pandit
Mishra found a younger au-
dience when he sang Saans
Albeli for Shankar-Ehsaan-
Loy in Prakash Jha's Aa-
rakshan (2011). He was tru-
ly a musician without re-
servations, as his
renditions continue to tra-
vel across generations and
tastes. In 2014, Pandit Mis-
hra emerged as a symbol of
cultural nationalism when
he became one of the four
proposers during Naren-
dra Modi’s nomination as
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s candidate from Vara-
nasi.



« Pandit Chhannulal Mishra, eminent exponent of Thumri, passed away due to age-related ailments.
« A doyen of Hindustani semi-classical music, known for his melodious and devotional style.

» Associated with Benaras Gharana and the syncretic culture of Varanasi.

2. Musical Journey

e Trained under Ustad Abdul Ghani Khan (Kirana Gharana).
» Collaborated with Ustad Bismillah Khan.
« Integrated spirituality and lyricism with ragas like Bhairavi, Kafi.

» Known for compositions in Awadhi, Brijbhasha, Urdu, Sanskrit.

3. Style & Legacy
e Specialized in Thumri, Chaiti, Hori, Khayal.

« Combined devotional and classical elements.
« Brought lay listeners closer to classical music.
» Received Padma Vibhushan.



4. Philosophy

» Believed music connects spirituality and devotion.
» Quoted Narada: "l don't live in heaven nor in hearts of Yogis, | live where my devotees sing.”

» Stage was his temple, audience his devotees.

5. Cultural Impact

« Symbol of Varanasi's syncretic heritage.
» Represented India’s classical music diplomacy globally.

» Played a role in Narendra Modi's 2014 campaign as a symbol of cultural nationalism.

6. Notable Works
e Sang “Saans Albeli"” for Aarakshan (2011).

« Blended devotional, folk, and classical traditions.
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and taken to Jodhipur Central Jail in Rajasthan.
The Unioa Ixas accused him of
irsstigating the violence, & charge that he has
denied, Ladakh, which was turned into a Union
Territory (UT) in 2019, has been protesting for
mnﬁmmmmsm
Schedude of the Constituts
hsbemhdhwithmdﬂlmdﬂyyuups-
the Leh Apex Body (LAB) and the Kangl
Alliance (KDA), re| nnmtheuh

mmmuﬁmhdzj&lmﬂy a vaice, and
some powers to elect the Chief Minister of the
State. After becoming a UT, Ladakls has became
woiceless. Buresucrats come bere for two years
and try and impose policies according to their
own wishes, without the cansent of the people.
Second, as far as land is concerned, we dont
have any safeguards, Earlier, we had safeguards
under Article 370 and Artidle 354 of the
Constitution. The BIP promised to inchude
Ladakh under the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution, but it is not fulfiling that promise.
For the kst six years, not 2 siogle person from
Ladakh has been recrulted for gazetted posts
and there i no Public Service Commission,
Ladakh has been disempowered for dx years, So
yes, we peed statehood, democracy, and a voice.
The idea of making Ladakh a UT has failed 1o
address the aspiracions of the people

Rangarajan i mmdumm
imeo two UTS was a seasitive mact
M;Im&m'lwhdd&ldﬁﬁm.mlhznk
nothing more to discuss about thae, But it is true
that people had very sevious
about the wary in which it was dope.

There is sill a Member of Parlianent from

repre:
It i vast, bu the populition is limived and is

primarily comcentraed in Leb, Kargil, and a few
ocher places. Inchiding Ladakh under the Stah

Should Ladakh get statehood?

Staechood is something which has to be
deliberated further consklering the
poputation size. Ladakh shoukt st with
{demanding) Stxth Schedule stanus because
that. If provided, will gve Ladakhis more
financtad power, demmocratic representation.
ausd protection for tribuad and land-related
rights In the region

| vndmhmwwmmmwmum-
| Lt e crvmated usder tight security. A

The LAB and KDA have announced that they
are not going ahead with any talks with the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), but the MHA

s:badlizmldhuhgdhmpw on Ladakh has positive outcomes,
constitutional and would offer its increased reservations for
population — about 1.5 lakh according to the provision of women's
2011 Censass — somne protection over land. reservation in the Hill Councils, and steps
Statebood is someshing which has 1 be towards languages. It also
deliberuted furthes the population said that the process for 1,800
stze, Ladakh should start with (demanding) government pasts i the UT has begun. How
Sixah Schedule stacus b that, If p d true Is thi And ifit is true,
will give Ladakhis more financial power, shouldn't you give the government adequate
democratic son, and protection for time to keep up with the promises?
trival and land-related rights in that region.

mmmmmm&w
The 2020 Chinese fon and incarsi hood, a Public Service Commission,

mlumnamlmolhemmynwc The
border areas are secured by the armed farces,
and that will be the case irrespective of whether

ud:khluu‘ru-a&ne Uttarakhand,
Sikldm are full- Stutes, butt the Army is
always present In tepnm That is not the

point here. Variows criteria are considesed for
Statehood: the area, sensitivity of the area, the
pup:m:ix. ﬂ\epzopknnthegmlnﬂ

ummmm&nmmw
regions. We never demanded 13% reservation
for wormen. They propased it; we dida't oppase
it The same goes [oe protecting languages. The
povernment s not discussing the real agenda of
the LAB and KDA. The reservatson policy and

hood) ard the

dm&nnmtommmmmru-m
(ransing ststehood) s not appropriate at this
potnt in time. | am not saying that § am agatnst
Il Bmumm been observing the

and who

1 dom't agree with Mr. Wl*ﬂlht—'
should start with Sixth Schedude stacus. The

3 ds the C Pty

U G (LG) administration is

[feelit hasto be a approach.
Also, the Sixth S¢ e or even statehood Is
not 2 panacea for all llls. Ulkimately, it also

Schedule status in Assam; the State still has
grouses, Meghalaya and Mizaram slso (8 under
the Sixrh Scivedube, but they still don'r et
aitonomy, as rights have not been gransed fully.

ing our elected representatives. THl now,
the LG has not called a meeting with the elecsed
bodies. So, you can imagine the extent of lack of
democracy. The Hill Councils and the UT
administration have failed to establish business
rules.

Ladiakh bas two bostibe powers on the either
side ~ Pakistan and China — anx! the peaple of
Ladakh are pacriotic, But today, the government

s supporting lobbies and ongnisations which
are troding Ladakivis, calliegg them anch-national,
pro-Chinese and pro-Pakissan, That Is
undartunate. The people of Ladakh have given
blood ta save these frontiers.

Also, when Sikkim was granted statehood, it
ha nearly the ssme population that Ladakh has
today. The Governiment of India announced frve
new districts for Ladakh and in some of the
uﬂnm.!bepopdnﬁmlsjuns.ou)?ooo Sa,1

think population & the only criteria
WMWMWM
be the criteria for granting statebood. The
government will aso gain mare trust from the
people; today the people feel betrayed.

RR: | also take Mr. Safjod's data point at face
value ~ his poént that ever since the State was
coerverted into a UT, not ane or not a

nueber of people have been recruited the
region o public service. That needs to be
addressed. Ladakh is suach i vast region that it
woutk] make sense o create maybe even

separate Class A and Cliss B services just for the
area, Sinoe its a UT, the UPSC {(Unson Public
Service Commisston) could handle recruitment.

Smnﬂlhcldﬂwuludlmaho
believe that id
bemhe-edm&muym-nkhr

mhenhnmm

SK: We bave seen this happen before - even in
Dedhi — where the elected government had to sit
in protest outside the LG office every day,
Dbecause of constant interference from the LG in
matvess thar should have been bandled by the
elected govermament. A UT with a legistarure Is
worse than a UT without a legislanare. We have
Hill Councils and the Act (Ladakh Auteoomons
Hill Development Council Act, 1995) mentions
that the Chief Executive Councillor (CEC) will
harve the power and prosocol of a Cabinet
Minister of a State and the Exeaative Councillors
wortkd hiave the pawer and protocol of a Minister
of State. But in Ladakh, business rules have not
been defised yet. That is why the CEC or the
Council Chalrman is compelied to visi the Chief
Secretary's office for routioe matters. The
governiment has a budget of €6,000 crore for
Ladakh buz anly 8600 crore for Ladakh's Hills
Councils. We get a small chunk from the Centre,
while a large amownt, nealy 80%, & utilised
n:bummmmhmcwaammm‘z
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» Context: Protests erupted in September 2024 in Leh demanding statehood and Sixth Schedule
status for Ladakh Union Territory (created in 2019 after J&K bifurcation).
» Two key groups leading the movement:
» Ladakh Apex Body (LAB)
» Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA)

» Both represent Leh & Kargil and demand constitutional safeguards and representation.

_. Core Demand
Statehood for Ladakh

Inclusion in Sixth Schedule (for tribal safeguards)

Legislature and democratic voice

- -

Reservation in jobs, local rights, land & environment protection



Sajjad Kargili (Pro-Statehood)

Before 2019, Ladakh had representation in J&K Assembly and voice in governance.
After becoming UT without legislature, Ladakh has become “voiceless”.
Bureaucratic rule dominates; no local participation.

Safeguards under Article 370 & Sixth Schedule gone.

BJP's promise of Sixth Schedule inclusion remains unfulfilled.

People feel disempowered; demand democracy & voice.

Statehood = restoration of representation, autonomy, and trust.

-~ Rangarajan R. (Analyst's View)

Sixth Schedule inclusion needs constitutional amendment; currently applicable only to Northeast
states.

Population is small (~3 lakh) and diverse (Buddhist-majority Leh; Muslim-majority Kargil).

A UT with legislature (like Delhi or Puducherry) might be more practical than full statehood.

Suggests “autonomous councils” with enhanced powers and representation.



fil Government’s Response
MHA: Open to dialogue, no commitment yet on Sixth Schedule.
Provided some concessions:

* Reservation for locals

* Recruitment process for ~1,800 posts
No legislative powers yet.

Key Data Points

Population: ~3 lakh

Geography: Vast, difficult terrain

Economy: Tourism, military, environment-sensitive
Strategic importance: Border with China and Pakistan




Issues

Lack of elected legislature

No Sixth Schedule protection

Cultural & ecological vulnerability

Mistrust in administration

Growing protests led by civil society groups
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Musk is first to hit $500 billion

net worth, Forbes list shows

Tesla CEO Elon Musk became the first person
ever to achieve a net worth of almost $500
billion, propelled by a rebound in the EV firm’s
shares and surging valuations of the tech
entrepreneur’s other start-ups this year. His net
worth stood at $500.1 billion as of 4:15 p.m. E.T.,
as per Forbes’ billionaires index. His fortunes are
tied closely to Tesla, where he held a more than
12.4% stake as of September 15. The stock has
risen more than 14% so far this year. reurers




e Howdid the US
gethere?

US FEDERAL SPENDING is governed by
12 Appropriation Bills,each covering a
majorarea of government such as
labour, defence,and agriculture
(similar to india’s ministries). In both
the House and Senate, these Bills are
handled by sub-committees under the
Appropriations Committees,
composed of members from both
parties, Each sub-committee must
draftits Billannually based on the
President's budget proposal and secure
approval from the full committee, the
House,and the Senate.All Bills mustbe
passed before October 1, the start of the
US fiscal year. If even some Bills fall to
get the required votes, federal spending
for those agencies can be halted. In
such cases, a continuing resolution
(CR)—similar to India’s Vote on
Account—can temporarily fund
government operations.

Currently, a last-minute attempt to
passa CRin the Senate has failed, after
noneof the 12 Bills were passed.
Republicans want a“clean”extension
with no policy changes, while
Democrats are pressing for the
continuation of health insurance
subsidies and other programme
funding, forcing the government to
shut down most of its services.

AUS GOVERNMENT shutdown occurs
when Appropriation Bills are not
passed before October 1, leaving the
government without legal authority
to spend. While programmes may be
authorised, no appropriation means
no funding. During a shutdown,
essentlal services such as air traffic

e What is a shutdown,and why does it happen in the US?

Explainer

PERIOD OF
UNCERTAINTY § ” f

Why the US govtisin
shutdown mode

AUS government shutdown has begun after a last-ditch
Senatevote failed to pass a stopgap measure to keep funding
flowing. Anwitii Rai explains what will be the impact within
and outside the US,and why a seemingly impossible

bipartisan resolution is the unlikely but onlyway forward

APPROPRIATION BULLS
WHICH GOVERN
FEDERAL SPENDING
WERE NOTPASSEDIN
THE SENATE

THE TRUMP
ADMINISTRATION HAS
INDICATED THAT A
SHUTDOWN COULD
~ BEUSEDTO
TERMINATE CERTAIN

control, the military,and Social Security
continue, but many others — including
immigration, NASA,and national

parks — are suspended.,

Shutdowns are more frequent in the
US due to its divided power structure:
Congress controls the Budget, but the
President can veto Bills, creating

negotiation points. Deadlocks, such as
the current disagreement over the CR,
can block funding.

By contrast, in parliamentary
democracies like India, the executive
and legislature are fused, and Union
Budgets are usually passed smoothly, so
shutdowns are extremely rare,

epapor.ﬁnanclalexpm . ‘

e What are the

ramifications?

BEING THE WORLD'S largest economy,
the impact of a US government
shutdown is felt across theworld. A
prolonged shutdown can shake investor
confidence, making important market
Indices volatile and affecting glohal
liquidity and bond marketsas the
Treasury’s services are affected. For
example,duringa 2013 shutdown,
global stock markets reacted nervously,
and the Dow [ones fell over 1,000 points
atone stage in itslead-up. Additionally,
the delay in the release of economic data
can affect global trade strategies. Other
essential agencies such asthe Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention are
unable to do their jobs. Moreover, as
customs and licensing operations are
slowed, international exporters and
importersare impacted,and this time, it
will be felt even more deeply owing to
the already-ongoing tariffwarwith
several countries. Additionally,
immigration services will be affected
and visa processing will face a pause.

e Impact of past
shutdowns

THE US HAS seen 21 government
shutdowns since 1970.The most recent
major shutdown occurred under
President Donald Trump over funding
for the US-Mexico borderwall,as
Democrats opposed his request for §5.7
billion. From December 22,2018, to
January 25,2019, around 800,000
federal employees were affected:
around halfwere furloughed, while the
other half, deemed essential, continued
working without immediate pay. While
federal employees were eventually paid
retroactively, many contractors suffered
financial losses. The shutdown caused
an estimated $11 billion in Jost
economic activity, including $3 billion
in permanent costs.In the current
scenario, the Trump administration has
indicated thata shutdown could be used
to restructure or terminate certain
federal programmes, particularfy those
supported by Democrats, heightening
political tension and uncertainty for
federal employees.

e Isthereawayout?

UNLIKE MOST MOTIONS, which require
asimple majority, Appropriation Bills
require 60 votes in the Senate. This
makes a bipartisan resolution the most
viable path forward. The stakes are high
~ the shutdown has already been in
effect for two days,and If a consensus

move toward resolution if sufficient
votes are secured fora CR,buying

time for lawmakers to negotiate
healthcare and other programme
funding, However, experts caution
that the increasingly polarised political
climate makes compromise difficult.

is not reached today (Friday), it will be Reuters quoted University of Chicago
extended over the weekend, as the political science professor Robert Pape
Senate will possibly convene next noting,"The rules of politics are radically
on Monday. changing... Each side would have to
Past shutdowns have been resolved backtrack against tens of millions of

when Congress passed CRs while aggressive supporters, theirown
debates on contentious topics continued.  constituents, which is going to be really
Similarly, the current stalemate could hard forthem toda”
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A government shutdown occurs when Appropriation Bills (12 in total) — which allocate funds to different
departments (like defense, agriculture, education, etc.) — are not passed before October 1, the start of
the fiscal year.

Without these bills, the government lacks legal authority to spend money on non-essential services.
Essential services like air traffic control, the military, and Social Security continue; others like NASA,

national parks, and museums shut down.

£ How Did the US Get Here?

» Federal spending is governed by 12 Appropriation Bills handled by committees in both the House
and Senate.
e All bills must be approved before October 1.
« [If not, the government passes a Continuing Resolution (CR) — a temporary measure to keep funding
going.
» In this case, no CR or funding bill was passed as Republicans and Democrats disagreed:
» Republicans wanted a “clean” extension with spending cuts.

« Democrats wanted policy changes and funding for health insurance and subsidies.



. Why Did the Shutdown Happen?

» The Senate failed to pass any of the 12 bills or a temporary extension.

e This caused the government to run out of funds and shut down non-essential operations.

"\ Impact of a Shutdown

e The US economy, being the world’s largest, feels immediate pressure:

« Stock markets react negatively.

« Economic data release is delayed.

« Around 800,000 federal employees are furloughed (temporary leave).
e Previous shutdown (Dec 2018 — Jan 2019 under Trump):

« Cost the economy $11 billion.

» Affected GDP and federal services.

e Agencies like the CDC, Customs, and Immigration face disruptions.






Scientists create human eggs usmg skin cells, will help to produce genetic babies

uman skin cells may
one day be used to crea-
te functional human
eggs in a step toward helping
women have their own genetic
children when natural eggs
are dysfunctional, according
to very early lab experiments
reported in a scientific jour-
nal on Tuesday. The process,
which would carry safety con-
cerns, involves removing the
nucleus from a woman'’s skin
cell and inserting it into an
egg, or oocyte, from which the
nucleus has been removed,
scientists detailed in Nature
Communications.
Doctors are seeing increa-
sing numbers of people who
cannot use their own eggs, of-

ten because of age or medical
conditions, reproductive me-
dicine specialist Ying Cheong
of the UK's University of So-
uthampton, who was not in-
volved in the research, said.
“While this is still very early
laboratory work, in the future
it could transform how we un-
derstand infertility and mi-
scarriage, and perhaps one
day open the door to creating
egg- or sperm-like cells for
those who have no other op-
tions,” Cheongsaid,

The new method overcomes
an obstacle that has stymied
previous attempts at this pro-
cess, the researcherssaid.

Eggs contain 23 chromoso-
mes needed for human develop-

A lab image shows a microscope
image of a human egg that contains
a nucleus taken from a skin cell

ment, which is half the usual
number; because the sperm
that fertilizes the egg will cont-
ribute the other 23 chromoso-
mes. But skin cells and other
non-reproductive cells - and
any cells generated from them -
contain two sets of human

> chromosomes, for a total of 46.

Researchers from Oregon
Health & Science University
say they solved the problem of
the extra set of chromosomes
by inducing a process they call
mitomeiosis, which mimics na-
tural cell division and causes
one set of chromosomes to be
discarded, leaving a functional
egg, according to Sreport.

“We achieved something
that was thought to be impos-
sible,” study leader Shoukh-
rat Mitalipov of the OHSU
Center for Embryonic Cell
and Gene Therapy said. “Na-
ture gave us two methods of
cell division, and we just deve-
loped a third,” Mitalipov said.

In one experiment, the rese-

archers fertilized 82 functional
modified eggs in test tubes
using sperm. Only about 9% of
the fertilized eggs developed to
the blastocyst stage of embryo
development, the point at
which embryos consisting of 70
to 200 cells are transferred to
the uterus during in-vitro ferti-
lization treatments. None of
the blastocysts were cultured
beyond this point.

Most of the eggs created
via mitomeiosis did not pro-
gress beyond the 4- to 8-cell sta-
ge after fertilization and dis-
played chromosomal abnor-
malities, the researchers said.

Still, the study shows that
chromosomes of non-repro-
ductive cells “can be persuaded

to undergo a specific kind of
nuclear division that would
normally be seen only in eggs
or in sperm,” Roger Sturmey, a
reproductive medicine specia-
list at the University of Hull in
the UK who was not involved in
the research, said in a state-
ment. Because success rates in
the study were low, “the pro-
spect of putting all this to clini-
cal use remains distant,” Stur-
mey added in his statement.,

The researchers agree, pre-
dicting that at least a decade of
further research is needed “be-
fore the approach could be dee-
med safeenoughtoadvancetoa
clinical trial, even assuming
such a trial would be permitted
in the United States.” reuters




Scientists have achieved a major breakthrough by creating human eggs from skin cells, a step toward
enabling women with dysfunctional eggs to have their own genetic children. The process, still in early

experimental stages, was published in Nature Communications.

= The Process

» Researchers remove the nucleus from a woman's skin cell and insert it into an egg cell (oocyte)
whose own nucleus has been removed.

» Eggs normally contain 23 chromosomes, which combine with 23 from sperm for 46 total.

« Skin cells have 46 chromosomes, so the challenge is halving them to make functional eggs.

» Scientists at Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU) solved this by inducing “mitomeiosis”, a

process mimicking natural meiosis that discards one set of chromosomes, leaving 23.

# Experimental Results

» Researchers produced 82 functional eggs, fertilized them in test tubes with sperm.
» Only 9% reached the blastocyst stage (70-200 cells) — needed for IVF.

» None were cultured beyond this stage.



"\ Challenges

« Current success rates are very low.
« Risk of chromosomal abnormalities is high.

« Scientists predict at least a decade of further research before any clinical use.

« Expert Opinions
« Experts like Ying Cheong and Roger Sturmey emphasize:
e It's an early-stage breakthrough.
e Could revolutionize infertility treatment.

« But clinical application is distant due to safety and ethical concerns.

< Future Prospects

e Could help:
« Women with age-related infertility.
e Those lacking viable eggs.

» Also offers insights into infertility, miscarriages, and genetic diseases.
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CHEQUES TO CLEAR WITHIN HOURS FROM TOMORROW

From Saturday, India’s cheque clearing system will move to a continuous process, cutting the time it takes for
money to reach accounts from days to just a few hours. RBI is replacing the current batch-based model with near
real-time settlements. Banks will run a special trial on Friday to test their systems before the official rollout

Explains

HERE'S WHAT YOU
NEED TO KNOW:

What is changing from Oct 4?

Cheques will no longer be cleared

in fixed batches. They will be
processed continuously through
the day, so funds can reach
accounts on the same day

How will the new system work?

Cheques deposited between
10am and 4pm will be scanned
and sent for clearing instantly.
From 11am, settlements
between banks will happen
every hour. The paying bank
must confirm by 7pm. If it
does not respond, the cheque
will be auto-approved

How is this better than
the current system?

At present, funds usually take
1-2 business days to clear.

Under the new system, they
can be credited within hours

What does this mean for
customers?

> Faster access to money

> Quicker payments for
businesses

> Uniform clearing speed
nationwide

> Easier
tracking <
of cheque
status

Has cheque clearing
always worked this way?

No. It has sped up over time:

> Pre-1980s: Manual,
could take a week

> 1980s: MICR sorting cut
local clearing to 1-3 days

> 2008: Cheque truncation
system (CTS) reduced it
to one day

> 2021: Nationwide grid
brought uniform
T+1 clearing

> 2025:;
Continuous
clearing
starts Oct
4, cutting it
to hours

Will this apply everywhere?

Yes. The rules cover all
bank branches under RBI’s
three grids — Delhi,
Mumbai and Chennai —
which together cover the
entire country

How is RBI rolling this out?

Phase 1 (Oct 4-Jan 2, 2026):
Banks must confirm

by 7pm

Phase 2 (from Jan 3, 2026):
Banks will have just

three hours to respond

Why is RBI holding a
special clearing on Oct 3?

Friday’s trial run is meant
to test systems and ensure
a smooth rollout




Word of the day

Chicanery:

the use of tricks to deceive someone (usually to
extract money from them)

Synonymes: guile, shenanigan, wile

Usage: He would have used chicanery to win
votes.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/chicanerypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /[Tkein(a)ui/
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