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“Count your age by friends, not years. Count your life by
smiles, not tears.”

— John Lennon
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Rahul claims 2024 polls rigged;
EC labels it ‘baseless accusation’
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Rahul claims 2024 polls rigged;
EC labels it ‘baseless accusation’

Congress leader says he has '100% proof” to substantiate claims, party suspects manipulation in 70-100 seats during the LS

election: he says election system in India is ‘already dead’; ‘misleading’ claims seek to discredit impartial hard work says EC

Abhinay Lakshman
Phulkan
NEW DELHI

na no-holds-barred at-
tack on the Election
Commission (EC) on
Saturday, Leader of the
Oppasition in the Lok Sab-
ha Rahul Gandhi alleged
that the 2024 Lok Sabha
elecdon was rigged, and
claimed that the Congress
suspects that anywhere
between 70 and 100 seats
were manipulated.
The BIP had won 240 of
the 543 seats and the Con-
gress 99 in that election.

‘Going to prove”

The Congress leader alk
leged that “the election
system In India Is already
dead” and that he had
*100% proof™ to substan-
tiate his claim. Without
spelling out the details, Mr.
Gandhi cited the example
of one constituency In
which “6.5 kkh voters vot-
ed, out of which 1.5 lakh
were fake™,

“The Prime Minister of
India Is Prime Minister
with a very slim majority. If
10-15 seats were rigged, it
would have been possible.

our suspicion is
doser to 70, 80, 100 seats.
We are going to prove to
you In the coming few days
how that Lok Sabha elec
tion was rigged,” Mr. Gand-
hi said at the AICC's annual
conclave on law, human
rights and RT1.

At the AICC conclave,
Mr. Gandhi said whomever
he had “shown this Investi-
gation to has fallen off their
chair”, “It makes it clear
that the institution that de-
fends the Constitution has
been obliterated and taken

Al-out sttack: Rahul Gandhi at the pasty’s ancvus! contlave in New Defhl Sy RUMAR PUSERAR

Present evidence, Rajnath dares Rahul

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

Senior Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader and
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Saturday

“atom bomb of evidence™
which would prove that
the Election Commission
(EC) was engaging in
“vote-theft” in Bihar
under the pretext of
special intensive revision

(STR).
Asking the Leader of
the Opposition to present

all the evidence before the
public, Mr. Singh sald
baseless

making )
allegations on a credible
constitutional institution
like the EC does not sudt
Mr. Gandhi's post.

FULL REPORT
»PAGE A

over. Now, there is abso-
lutely no doubt thar we
have proof that will show
that the Election Commis-
sion of India does not exist.
It has taken us over six
months to find this proof.
Because the EC does not
give us electronic voter
lists. It gives us paper-wise
voter lists,"he added.
Speaking in the context
of its investigation, Mr.
Gandhi sald, “When they
gave us booth-wise paper
voter list, that document

cannot be scanned. Why
would the ECI copy-proof,
scan-proof the voter lisss?
We found that 6.5 lakh vo-
ters voted, and 1.5 lakh of
them were fake. Physical
paper we have from ECI,
We compared each photo
on the lists. You will see
soon when we release this.
Ir's Hke an atom bomb. The
election system in India s
dead™

The Opposition leader
sald he had been suspi-
cions about the election re-

sults since 2014, especially
as the BfP managed sweep-
Ing victortes In Gujarat, Ra-
Jasthan, and Madhya Pra-
desh but the turning point
was the 2024 Assembly
election results in
Maharashtra.

“In the [2024) Lok Sab-
ha, we won the election.
And then four months la-
ter, we didn't just lose, we
were obliterated. Three
formidable partles sudden-
ly Just evaporsted, We
started 1o look seriously foe

electoral malpractice. We
found that in Maharashtra,
one CTore new voters ap-
peared between the Lok
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha
elections and the bulk of
those votes go to the BIP"
he said.

Stating that he was
warned by his sister and
Lok Sabha member from
Wayanad Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra against  “playing
with fere”, Myr. Gandhi said
e was taaght by his “fami-
Iy not to be scared of
cowards”,

‘Baseless accusations’
Rejecting the allegations,
the EC said Mr, Gandhi had
been making “baseless and
misleading” accusations,
“Intended to discredit the
election officlals’ impartial
and  transparent  hard
work”,

The agency sald it had
shared the electoral rolis of
the 2024 Lok Sabla elec-
tion with all political par-
ties, including the Con-
gress, but no objections
had been filed by the Con-
gress then,

The EC posted a “fact-
check” on l1s soclal media
account, saying that he had
been making “unsubstan-
tiated” accusations to dis-
credit election offickals’
“impartial hard work™ and
to “exert undue pressure
on the election machinery
and even threaten it”™,

The EC added that Mr.
Gandhi’s “baseless claims
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‘Bio-fortified potatoes with added iron to hit Indian market soon’
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‘Bio-fortified potatoes with added iron to hit Indian market soon’

AM. Jigeesh

NEW DELHI

Bio-fortified potatoes, with
added iron content, will
soon be available in Indian
markets, said Simon Heck,
Director-General of the Pe-
ru-based International Po-
tato Center (CIP), in an in-
terview with The Hindu.
Bio-fortified sweet pota-
toes, with vitamin A added
using technology deve-
loped by the CIP, are alrea-
dy available in Karnataka,
Assam, West Bengal, and
Odisha.

The CIP, an apex re-
search body of internation-
al research institutions
working on tubular crops,
will take efforts to make

CM &

the seeds of bio-fortified
sweet potato available to
more farmers, said Dr.
Heck, currently in India for
the establishment of the
CIP South Asia regional
centre in Agra.

The focus is on iron for-
tification in potatoes. “We
have already shared the
germ plasm with the In-
dian Council of Agricultu-
ral Research’s Central Pota-
to Institute in Shimla. The
first variety has been re-
leased in Peru”, he said.

“Now it is under the
evaluation of the ICAR,
and it needs to be adapted
to the Indian growing con-
ditions,” Dr. Heck added.

Dr. Heck said India has
the strongest momentum

for potato production and
farmers wanted better va-
rieties of potato that grew
well with fewer agro-chem-
ical input, and they also
wanted to be part of the
market chain, including
food processing. He ex-
pressed hope that the
centre will help farmers ac-
cess better quality potato
and sweet potato seeds
and provide them with bet-
ter exposure to markets.

The CIP believes that
the location chosen for the
new centre near Agra, in
the heart of the potato belt
of India, is ideal as the In-
do-Gangetic plains is the
largest potato-producing
area in the world.

Dr. Heck said the Uttar

Simon Heck

Pradesh government had
made available the land
and handed it over to the
National Horticulture
Board, which invited the
CIP to establish the centre.

The agreement between
the CIP and the Union Agri-
culture Ministry, signed
last week of July, was set up

following the demand
from the Government of
India in recognition of the
potential for economic
growth from the thriving
potato sector.

“It may be noted that in-
ternational companies, es-
pecially potato firms from
Europe and North Ameri-
ca, are increasingly invest-
ing in potato production in
India,” he said.

Part of market chain

“What they [farmers]
needed is access to potato
seed of the right quality, of
the right variety, and at the
right time of the year.
There are constraints.
They do not have enough
potato seeds or they come

too late for planting or they
are not of good quality. We
need to build the capacity
for companies to multiply
potato seeds. That will be a
major contribution of the
CIP,” he said.

The CIP was working
with private companies
and public research insti-
tutes to make sure that
farmers throughout India
would have access to good
quality planting material,
right from the initial breed-
ing of new varieties,
through multiplication ev-
ery year, in the right
locations.

He said the CIP would
also ensure that the vulner-
able parts of society had
access to nutritious potato.

There were a number of
opportunities along the
road; one was to work with
the government, with pu-
blic sector food procure-
ment, for school feeding
programmes, such as mid-
day meals. This would give
children access to nutri-
tious potato, more specifi-
cally and consistently, he
said. Another one was to
breed potato that was
more nutritious, he added.

Governing committee

The CIP regional centre
would be governed by a
coordination committee
that comprises the Secre-
taries of Agriculture of In-
dia, Nepal, Bhutan, and
Bangladesh.




Bio-fortified potatoes
enriched with iron content
will soon be launched in
India by the International
Potato Center (CIP), a Peru-

based research organization.

J

Bio-fortified sweet potatoes
with vitamin A are already
available in Karnataka,
Assam, West Bengal, and
Odisha.

J

The initiative aligns with

India’s push to improve
nutrition, farm productivity,
and boost the potato value
chain

J




Category

& Institution

@ Focus Crop

~ Nutrient Addition
? Target States

# Collaboration

¢” Breeding Progress

@ Regional Hub

~" Goals

Details

CIP (International Potato Center), based in Peru

Potatoes and Sweet Potatoes

Iron (Potatoes), Vitamin A (Sweet Potatoes)

Currently in Karnataka, Assam, Odisha, West Bengal

ICAR, Central Potato Research Institute (Shimla)

First bio-fortified variety already released in Peru

New centre in Agra, Indo-Gangetic plain, India’s largest potato-

producing belt

Better seed quality, fewer agrochemicals, food processing inclusion



I Social Focus School mid-day meals, nutrition access for vulnerable populations

# Governance Committee with Secretaries of Agriculture from India, Nepal, Bhutan,

and Bangladesh

# Research Scope Private + public partnership in breeding, multiplication, and seed

aCCess

© Global Context:

» Growing interest from international companies, especially from Europe and North America, in

investing in India’s potato sector.



Q. With reference to the launch of bio-fortified potatoes in India, consider the following statements:

1. The International Potato Center (CIP) is based in Peru and is collaborating with ICAR for bio-fortified

potato development.

2. The CIP's new regional centre in India has been established in Himachal Pradesh due to its high-
altitude advantage.

3. Bio-fortified potatoes being introduced in India are enriched with iron content, while the sweet
potatoes are enriched with vitamin A.

4. The regional governing committee includes representatives from India, Nepal, Bhutan, and

Bangladesh.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1, 3 and 4 only
B.1Tand 2 only
C.1, 2and 4 only
D.1,2 3and 4
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Thousands march in silent protest in Kolhapur,
seek return of elephant Mahadevi from Vantara
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Thousands march in silent protest in Kolhapur,
seek return of elephant Mahadevi from Vantara

Purnima Sah
MUMBALI

Kolhapur witnessed a mas-
sive turnout on Sunday as
thousands walked in a si-
lent protest, urging author-
ities to the bring back the
36-year-old elephant Ma-
hadevi, also known as
Madhuri, from the NGO
Vantara’s wildlife rehabili-
tation facility in Jamnagar,
Gujarat.

Vantara is the brainchild
of Anant Ambani, son of in-
dustrialist Mukesh Amba-
ni, and is supported by Re-
liance Industries Ltd. and
Reliance Foundation.

The march, led by form-
er Swabhimani Kisan San-
gathan chief Raju Shetty,
began at 5 a.m. from Nan-
dani, and concluded at
5.45 p.m. at the Kolhapur
District Collectorate,

CM
K

People taking out a silent march in Kolhapur on Sunday seeking the
return of a 36-year-old elephant, Mahadevi. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

where a formal appeal was
submitted. “We covered 45
km today. Over 30,000 pe-
ople had gathered from
Kolhpaur, Sangli and Sata-
ra. They joined a boycott of
Jio (the Reliance Group te-
lecom company), and in
just the last four days,
more than 1.5 lakh mobile
users in Kolhapur, Sangli,
and Satara districts ported

their numbers to other net-
works in protest. We plan
to carry out similar prot-
ests in north Karnataka, es-
pecially since it's a border
region and several temples
there have elephants. A
crucial hearing is sche-
duled tomorrow in a Ben-
galuru court,” Mr. Shetty
said.

“This is a tactic by PETA

(People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals),
acting as a slave to (Mr.
Anant) Ambani’s interests,
to seize temple elephants.
We will file a formal com-
plaint with PETA’s head of-
fice in the U.S., and seek
cancellation of their li-
cense in India,” he said,
terming it a conspiracy.

Over two lakh signa-
tures had been collected
from across Kolhapur, de-
manding Mahadevi’s
return.

Plea dismissed
The Bombay High Court
on July 16 had dismissed a
petition by a Jain math in
Kolhapur, challenging the
transfer of the captive ele-
phant Mahadevi to Vanta-
ra.

The elephant, owned by
the math since 1992, was

reportedly kept in solitary
confinement and used for
religious processions des-
pite medical issues. Multi-
ple expert inspections, in
cluding reports by a
sub-committee formed by
the high-powered commit-
tee, found that the ele-
phant was suffering from
severe foot rot, ulcerated
wounds, overgrown toe-
nails, and exhibited signs
of psychological distress.
In a statement to The
Hindu, Vantara said: “The
transfer has since been car-
ried out by the authorities,
and Vantara has merely
complied with the court’s
directions. The promoter
family, who support Vanta-
ra philanthropically, have
no involvement in its daily
operations and were not

party to the proceedings at

any stage.”
- N




A large-scale silent protest was held in Kolhapur, Maharashtra, demanding the return of a 36-year-old

elephant Mahadevi (also called Madhuri) from the Vantara wildlife rehabilitation centre in Jamnagar,

Gujarat.

4 Key Points:

Category

% Elephant Name
? Origin of Transfer
»& Current Location

« Organizer of Protest

Details

Mahadevi [ Madhuri

From Jain Math, Kolhapur (Owned since 1992)

Vantara Wildlife Centre, Jamnagar, Gujarat

Raju Shetty (Swabhimani Kisan Sangathan)

Anant Ambani, Reliance Foundation



B Telecom Boycott Over 1.5 lakh users ported from Jio in protest

__ Signature Campaign Over 2 lakh signatures collected
# Medical Concerns Severe foot rot, ulcers, overgrown nails, psychological distress
% Legal Update Bombay HC dismissed petition on July 16
- Legal Justification Transfer complied with court direction
! Allegations by Protesters Seizure of temple elephants; solitary confinement; misuse for

religious processions

«” Response by Vantara Denied wrongdoing; stated family has no role in operations



Case/Event

Sunder the Elephant Case (2013)

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972

Project Elephant (1992)

Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act,
2022

Captive Elephant Database (MoEFCC)

Details

Transferred from Maharashtra to a sanctuary after PETA intervention

due to abuse.

Elephants are listed under Schedule | — highest protection.

Central government scheme for elephant protection and habitat

management.

Tightened regulations on elephants and included them in Schedule |

with stricter transfer and captive condition rules.

Initiative for tracking health, ownership, and treatment of captive

elephants in India.
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The ‘right to repair’ must include ‘right to remember’

n May 2025, the Indian government took a

based on ease of repalr, spare part access, and
software support. New e-waste policies now
inchude minimum payments to incentivise formal
recycling. These are timely moves.

But as India takes steps toward making repair a
consumer right, we must also treat it as a cultural
and intellectual resource — a form of knowledge
that deserves

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPY) and the
National Strategy on Artificial Intefligence (NSAD
emphasise innovation, data-driven governance
and economic efficiency. Yet, the systems that
quietly sustain everyday Hfe — especially the
informal repair and maintenance economy -
remain largely invisible in digital and policy
frameworks.

Inan to(doud backups and
processing, it is easy to forget the
luwluhuhncambeoodlﬁad.mﬂnd
India's repair expertise lives in muscle memory,
quiet observation, and years of hands-on
improvisation. This tacit knowledge s vital to
India's material resilience, From mobile fixers in
Delhi's Karol Bagh to appliance technicians in
Chennai’s Ritchie Street, repairers keep devices
working well past their planned obsolescence, *If
we don't fix it, who will?™ says a mobile repairer
in Ritchle Street. “People throw things out. But
we see what can be made new.” Their tools may
be modest and thedr workshops discreer, but
their work reflects deep ingenuity. They restore
devices not by consulting manuals, but by

a

increasingly Jocked out of markets, of skilling
programmes, and of policy attention. What risks
being lost is not only economic opportunity but
also a vast, undocumented reservoir of
knowledge that has long supported India’s
technological resilience.

Why tacit knowledge matters

“I learnt by watching my uncle” says an
appBance repairer in Bhopal, “He never
explained with words., He just showed me once,
and expected me to try. That's how we pass it
on." Tacit knowledge refers to forms of skill and
intuition that are difficult to formalise, In India's
repair economy, this expertise is typically passed
down through mentorship, observation, and
repetition — not through formal tralning or
certification. it is inherently adaptive and

is o researcher n
Human Computer
Interaction (HCI) ane
a former UX Design
Consultant, Naticnal

Programme on
Technology Enhanced
Learning NPTEL),
Indsan Institute of
Technology Madras

As India invests
in Al
infrastructure
and digital
public goods, it
must align
these ambitlons
with the
ground reallties
of repair and
an established
culture of
innovation

and frugality

context-sensitive, qualities that structured digital
systems, including Al, often struggle to replicate,
As Al advances, it increasingly draws on insights
shaped by this kind of labour. However,
mechanisms to acknowledge or equitably involve
the contributors of this knowledge are stll

manufacturers to provide access to spare parts
and repalr documentation. In Indla, the
Department of Consumer Affairs launched a
Right 1o Repair framework in 2022, followed by a
national portal in 2023 covering electronics,
automobiles, and farm equipment. Meanwhile,
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal
12 promotes repair as part of responsible
consumption, India now has the opportunity to
fead by recognising repair not just as a service but
also as a form of knowledge work.

The blind spot in India’s digital policy
In 2021-22, India generated over 1.6 million
tonnes of e-waste, becoming the world's

third-largest producer. The E-Waste

respansible -1se
management. However, while these rules
encourage recycling, they make only a passing
mention of repair a5 a preventive strategy.
National skilling programmes such as the
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY)
focus on short-term certifications for formal
industrial roles. Repair work, which requires
improvisation, diagnostic skill and creative reuse
does not easily fit this framework. Similarly, the

mmm;mmmmema
everyday products, One emerging idea in
research Is ‘unmaking’ — the process of taking
apart, repairing or repurposing devices after thelr
first use, revealing design flaws and opportunities
for reuse. Breakdowns and repairs are not
failures; they are feedback loops and sources of

Al insight. A discarded circuit board can

a teaching tool. A salvaged phone part

can restore someone’s access to work or school,

A broken appliance can be repaired and reused.
Informal repairers perform this work daily. Their
hlxmslu:uheccmuormedmmarmny
wlmmnusnmmmmhwglnhnades@
principle. Rtwpnskuﬂmasamr@
sustainability — not marginal figures — can

reshape how we think about environmental and
digital innovation alike.

Al-enabled solutions for repalr justice
India’s culture of jlgaad and frugality long
pre-dates oday's tecl-forward policies. Repalrers
have always adapted across devices and decades,
with minimal suppaort. As the country Invests in
Al infrastructure and digital public goods, it must
align these ambitions with the ground realities of
repair. Most modern gacdgets are built for
compactness and control, not repair, According
to a 2023 iFixit gobal report, only 23% of
smartphones sold in Asia are easily repairable
due to design constraints, To change this, design
norms and procurement policies must include
repalrability from the start. To make technology
genuinely sustainable, public policy must
consider not only how products are
manufactured and used but also how they break
down, are repaired, and find new life. A shift

institutional action. The Ministry of Electronics
and Information can embed
repairability criteria into Al and procurement
policies. The Department of Consumer Affairs
could expand the Right to Repair framework to
mmmmdmﬁmmd:ommr
involvemnent. Platforms such as ¢-Shram,
ﬂnhlhx!su’yofubmumdr:mploymsu.mn
informal and

efficiency. It Is about valuing the quiet, embodied
labour that sustains our digital and material lives
-mmﬁdaepmrdajuat.nvainrﬂ{
technological future. As philosopher Michae!
Polanyi observed, “We know more than we can
tell” By choosing to remember what cannot be
digitised, we preserve the human wisdom
essential to a meaningful technological future,

e



* India’s move towards the Right to Repair (R2R) is commendable for sustainability, but it
must also be viewed as a cultural and knowledge-based right — including the right to
remember, share, and build collective knowledge around repair.



1. Government Initiatives:
e India proposed a Repairability Index for electronics.

e Part of wider goals to reduce e-waste and promote circular economy.
» Aligns with policies like:

e Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)

» National Strategy on Al

e Sustainable Development Goals (esp. Goal 12 on responsible consumption)

2. Cultural Importance of Repair:
e Repair is not just technical — it involves hands-on knowledge, community memory, and adaptation.

* Local Indian examples show people innovating and reusing materials.

» Without institutional support, much of this experiential knowledge is fading.



3. Blind Spot in Digital India:
e E-Waste Rules focus on recycling, not repair.

 Programs like PMKVY offer limited skill certifications.
e School curricula (like NEP 2020) don't yet include repair skills meaningfully.

e India needs a policy shift to actively promote and institutionalize repair knowledge.

4. Al, Data & the Right to Remember:
» Al and algorithmic systems threaten shared human memory and traditional repair skills.

 Knowledge is being lost when repair documentation is not shared or accessible.

e Emphasizing the "right to remember" would preserve local innovation.

5. International Momentum:
e EU and US pushing regulations to enforce right to repair.

e India has the chance to create inclusive, repair-oriented policies.

e Suggests Ministry of Education, Consumer Affairs, and others collaborate.



6. Global Examples
e European Union: Laws requiring manufacturers to provide spare parts and repair documentation.

 USA: Launched Right to Repair framework in 2022 for electronics and vehicles.

» UN SDG Goal 12: Promotes responsible consumption & repair.

7. Indian Initiatives
e PMKVY: Short-term repair certifications.

e National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: Emphasizes hands-on learning.
» Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) & Al Missions: Focus on innovation, but must include repair

knowledge.



Recommendations:

Introduce repair knowledge into skilling missions and education.

Ensure digital systems support open access to repair documentation.

Encourage local-level repair infrastructure.

Recognize repair not just as technical work but as social and environmental justice.



Q. With reference to the ‘Right to Repair’ movement, consider the following statements:

1. The European Union mandates that manufacturers must provide access to spare parts and repair
documentation.

2. India's E-Waste Management Rules, 2022, include mandatory repair clauses for all electronics.

3. The National Education Policy 2020 supports repair knowledge as part of vocational education.

4. The 'Right to Repair' is included as one of the targets under UN SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation, and
Infrastructure).

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 3 only
B. 2 and 4 only
C.1, 2, and 3 only
D. 1, 3, and 4 only
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' How does the World Bank classify countries by income?

The World Bank's income groups are widely used in global data. This article explains how they are defined and updated

I DATA POINT ]

Bertha Rohenkohl
Pablo Arriagada

hen people talk about

countries as ‘rich’ or

‘poor’, they can mean
many different things. But for re-
searchers and policymakers, it
helps to have a way to compare
countries by income using clear
criteria, One widely used ap-
proach ks the World Bank's income
classification system, which places
countries into four groups: low,

group based on its gross natlonal
income (GNI) per capita. GNI per
capita is a measure of the average
income of a country's residents,
including income that is earned
abroad. Since countries report GNI
in their local currencies, the World
Bank converts these figures into
U.S. dollars using exchange rates.
It then places countries in one of
four income groups based on spec-
ific thresholds, Maps 1 and 2 show
how countries were classified by
income in 2014 and 2024.

The income thresholds that sep-
arate groups were first set in the
late 1980s when this classification
systemn was Introduced. At that
time, these were aligned with the
World Bank's policies for lending
money to countries. The Bank
used average incomes o deter-
mine which countries were eligi-
ble for concessional loans,

This threshold for receiving
such loans became the boundary
between low-income and middle-
Income countries. The Bank then
added two more thresholds to al-
low for further distinctions, These
were chosen based on the distribu-
tion of country incomes at the
time, rather than on lending rules.

Today, the thresholds are no
longer linked to the Bank's opera-
tions, but they have been updated
yearly to account for inflation, This

adjustment is based on a measure
of global inflation.

This means that the classifica-
tion is absolute. Countries are put
into groups according to predeter-
mined thresholds, and a country’s
placement depends only on Its
GNI per capita, not on how it
stacks up relative to other coun-
tries. The thresholds for the latest
income groups are (in US. dol-
lars): Jow Income: SL135 or Jess;
lower-middle income: $1,136 to
$4,495; uppermiddle income:
$4,496 1o $13,935; high income:
More than $13,935,

If a country’s GNI per capita
crosses a threshold, it moves into a
new income group in the following
update. Because GNI per capita
changes over time, and thresholds
are revised annually, countries can
move between income groups ov-
er time., These movements may re-
flect real changes in income, shifts
in exchange rates, or updates to
population data,

In the long run, most countries
have moved up the income ladder
as their economies have grown.
However, countries can also move
down — and some have, particular-
ly in periods of war and economic
crisls, Two examples are Syria and
Yemen, which went from low-mid-
dle income to low income in 2017,

When we hear that there are
four income groups, we might
imagine that the world’s popula-
tion is evenly divided across them,
with around 25% of people living
in each. But this isn’t the case.
Again, these groups are defined
based on absolute thresholds, not
relative cut-offs that change based
on other countries’ progress,

In 2004, 37% of the population
lived in low-income countries. To-
day, that share has fallen 1o less
than 10%. In the same period, the
share of uppermiddle income
countries Increased from less than
10% to 35%. You can see this
change in Charts 3, 4 and 5.

Bertha Rohenkohi & Revearch and Data
Ecomomics Lead amd Pablo Arriagada Is Data
Schentist at Our Werkd do Datg

Income thresholds

The data for the charts were sourced from Our World in Data's story tithed “How does the Warkd Bank classiy countries by income?”
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Map 2: Countries classified by income in 2024
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Charts 3, 4 and 5: Share of population by
income group in 2004, 2014 and 202¢
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1. World Bank’s Income Classification System

The World Bank annually classifies countries
into 4 income groups:

e Low income
e Lower-middle income
e Upper-middle income
e High income

Basis: Gross National Income (GNI) per capita

(converted into USD using the World Bank’s
Atlas method).




2. Income Thresholds (2024 - USD)

Income Group GNI per capita (USD)
Low-income $1,135 or less
Lower-middle income $1,136 to $4,495
Upper-middle income $4,496 to $13,845
High-income Above $13,845

3. Adjustments & Revisions
» Thresholds are revised annually to reflect:

» Global inflation

» Exchange rate fluctuations
» GNI data revisions

» Population updates

e A country may move between categories if its GNI per capita crosses the threshold.



4. Historical Perspective
e Classification system began in late 1980s.

e Aidsin:
* Designing loan policies
* Monitoring global poverty
e Targeting aid and concessional loans

* Debt relief programs

5. Global Trends

* QOver time, many countries have moved up the income ladder.
 However, some regress due to:

e War

» Economic crises

* Debt burdens

 E.g., Syria, Yemen regressed from middle-income to low-income.



6. Population Distribution by Income Group (% of World Population)

Year Low Income Lower-Middle Income Upper-Middle Income High Income
2004 37.4% 38.1% 15.3% 9.2%

2014 16.5% 40% 32.4% 18.9%

2024 7.6% 38.2% 34.7% 17.4%

¢ Observation: Significant decline in low-income population globally from 37.4% (2004) to 7.6%
(2024).

7. Key Terms for Prelims
» GNI per capita: Average income earned by a country's citizens (domestically and abroad).

» Atlas Method: A method used by the World Bank to smooth fluctuations in exchange rates over 3
years for GNI comparisons.

* Income classification: Used to define loan eligibility, development aid, and project focus areas.



Q. Consider the following statements regarding the World Bank's income classification:

1. The classification is based on Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita.

2. A country is classified as high income if its GNI per capita is more than $13,845 as per the 2024
threshold.

3. The World Bank uses the Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) method to calculate income group
classifications.

4. The share of the global population in low-income countries has decreased between 2004 and 2024.

Which of the statements is/are correct?

A. 2 and 4 only
B. 1, 3, and 4 only
C. 2, 3,and 4 only
D.1and 2 only
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Pakistan backs Iran’s |
nuclear programme
for peace purposes

x| with
Tehran's right o
self-defence.

He criddsed Israel’s ac-
tions in Gaza and called
upon the international

community, particufarly
Musdim nations, to address
the ongoing human rights
violations in the region
Mr. Sharif sald the two
sides have signed several

Pakistan and lran
are aiming to
achieve the target
of $10 billion

in annual trade

MoUs and made commit-
ments and hoped that they
would soon be trans-
formed into agreements.
He said Pakistan and Iran
are aiming to achieve the
target of $10 billion in an-
nual trade,

The two Jeaders also dis-
cussed issues related to ter-
rorism and agreed o
strengthen cooperation to
combat militancy along
their shared border.

Mr. Pezeshkian, in his
remarks, said cthat the
Mols signed also included
one about finalisation of
the free rade agreement at
the earliest between the
two sides.

Pakistan and Iran ex-
changed 12 agreements
and MoUs in the presence
of Mr. Sharif and Mr. Pe-
zeshkdan. The agreements
and MoUs inchuded coop-
eration in trade, agricul

agreed
tradle to $3 bilion annually,
taking advantage of their

and the “dis-
count of distance,” as
Trade Ministers from the
two countries held discus-
slans to deepen economic
and political ties. The
agreement was reached
during a meeting between
Commerce Minister Jam
Kamal Khan and Iranian
Minister for Industry,
Mines and Trade Moham-
mad Atabak on the side-
lines of Iranlan President
Masoud Pezeshkian's two-
day visit to Pakistan.

ap Ana



1. Context of Visit
 Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian visited Islamabad, Pakistan.

e Met with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

» Multiple MoUs and agreements were signed to expand bilateral cooperation.

2. Key Outcomes of the Visit
e Pakistan:

e Supported Iran’s right to develop nuclear capability for peaceful purposes.

 Emphasized Iran’s right to nuclear energy under the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
e Both countries exchanged 12 agreements and MoUs in fields including:

 Trade

e Agriculture

e Science and technology

e Information & communications

e Tourism, climate, culture, maritime safety



3. Trade Ambitions
» Goal: Achieve $10 billion in annual trade.

e Current agreement: Increase trade to $8 billion by leveraging geographical proximity and low

logistics costs (“discount of distance”).

4. Regional Security and Defence
» Condemnation of Israeli aggression in Gaza.

» Pakistan expressed support for Iran’s right to self-defence.

» Both agreed to enhance counter-terrorism cooperation, especially along their shared border.

5. Geopolitical Context
* Visit comes amid:

» Heightened Iran-US tensions.
» US-Israel coordinated airstrikes on Iran’s nuclear facilities (June).
e |ran's suspension of cooperation with IAEA.

» US recently designated Pakistan as a “major non-NATO ally”, creating strategic complexity.



Topic

NPT (1968)

Iran Nuclear Deal (JCPOA, 2015)

IAEA

Pak-Iran Border

INSTC

Fact

Iran is a signatory; allows peaceful nuclear use under |IAEA

supervision

Abandoned by US in 2018; led to rising tensions

Monitors compliance of nuclear programs globally

Known for cross-border terrorism, drug smuggling; now targeted
for cooperation

Iran is central to the International North-South Transport
Corridor, strategic for India




Q. With reference to recent Iran—Pakistan relations, consider the following statements:

Pakistan supported Iran’s right to develop nuclear weapons to counter Israel.
Iran and Pakistan signed over 10 MoUs to deepen cooperation in trade, science, and maritime safety.
. The bilateral trade goal between Pakistan and Iran is $20 billion by 2030.

Pow N oo

Iran suspended cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) following airstrikes.

Which of the statements is/are correct?

A.1and 3 only
B. 2 and 4 only
C. 2, 3,and 4 only
D. 1and 4 only



Amid curbs on HIB and student visas, more
Indians are lining up for US investment visas

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 3

“THE TRUMP Card is Coming.
Enter your information below to
be notified the moment access
opens,” says the new US govern-
ment website on the Gold Card,
the $5 million US residency visa
programme announced by
President Donald Trump in
February.

Despite curiosity around the
new programme, the launch
date and specific details of which
are yet to be released, data shows
that the existing investment-
based residency programme

EB-5 VISAS FOR INDIAN NATIONALS

2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025*

613

760

M Total EB-5
visas (India)

*2025 (YTD to
Feb), Counsellor
Processing only
**2024 (CP+AO0S)

1,381

1 '428 Source: [IUSA,

Washington

EB-5, which the Gold Card will
replace, has seen more applica-
tions from India over the past
one year than ever before,
According to the American

Immigrant Investor Alliance
(AIIA), a Washington-based col-
lective of EB-5 investors, de-
mand for EB-5 from Indian citi-
zens has grown sharply since

April 2024, driven by factors
such as stricter controls over stu-
dent and temporary work visas
under the Trump regime. Data
provided by United States
Immigration Fund (USIF), which
runs designated EB-5 regional
centres in the US, confirms this.
“In the first four months of
FY2025 (October 2024-January
2025), Indian applicants filed
more than 1,200 I-526E petitions
across reserved categories —
more than any prior full year,”
Nicholas Mastroianni III, presi-
dent and CMO of USIF, told The
Indian Express, referring to the
application forms.
CONTINUEDONPAGES



FROM PAGE ONE Amid curbs, more Indians are lining up for US investment visas

Experts said another factor
fuelling EB-5 filings could be a
record backiog in other immi-
gration categonies, including H1-
B and green card. According to
estimates, more than 11 million
US immigration applications are
pending with the authorities. So,
EB-5 has become the fastest and
most assured route to US perma-
nent residency, they said.

Data accessed by The Indian
Express from Washington-based
Invest In the USA (1IUSA), an
overarching trade association for
the EB-5 regional centre pro-
gramme, show that 1,428 EB-5
visas were issued to Indians in
FY2024 (October 2023 to
September 2024), as against 815
in the previous year. Between
2014 and 2021, the figures were
minuscule, at 96in 2014, and un-
der 200 EB-5 visas until 2017.

Created by the US Congress
in 1992, the EB-5 programme is
a pathway to green cards to im-

. FE nm

migrants who make a minimum
investment of $1.050,000 (Rs 9
crore), or $800,000 (Rs 6.88
crore) in economically distressed
zones  called  Targeted
Employment Areas (TEA), to cre-
ate jobs for Americans, accord-
ing to the United States
Citizenship and Immigration
Services website.

It allows the investor, their
spouse and unmarried children
under 21, toimmigrate to the US.
However, changes were brought
to the programme in 2022, intro-
ducing both flexibility for in-
vestors and stronger audit
checks on sources of income.
Following this, experts said, fil-
ings from high net worth Indian
citizens looking for US residency
increased manifold.

Between October 2024 and
March 2025, 649 Indian nation-
als were issued EB-5 visas via
consular processing — a strong
indication that a large number of

Minimum
Investment

Job Creation Requirement
Legal Status

Filing Options for
Indians inthe US,

Availability

EB-5 VISA AND PROPOSED GOLD CARD — KEY DIFFERENCES

Trump’s ‘Gold Card’ proposal

$800,000 (TEA) or

$1.05M (Non-TEA)

Yes (10 full-time US. jobs)
Fully legislated and protected
under RIA (until 2027)

Adjustment of Status
+Concurrent Filing

Open now

$5 million (direct payment
to government)
No known requirement

Conceptual only, not
legislated
Unknown

Not introduced as law yet

Indian filings from the financial
year 2022-2023 have matured,
Mastroianni said,

The path is also becoming
popular in the adjustment of sta-
tus category, among those al-
ready in the US on non-immi-
grant status, “Students and
individuals on H-1B visas cur-
rently represent the primary
group seeking lawful means to
remaininthe USwith the ability

~ E nm

to work,” said Sukanya Raman,
country head, Davies &
Associates, LLC, an immigration
law firm.

“Indlian nationals currently in
the US on non-immigrant status
suchas H-1B or student visa and
who file under the new provi-
sions benefit from automatic is-
suance of work and travel per-
mitswithin 3-6 months from the
time of filing I-526E petition typ-

epaper.indlanexprem .. .

ically which remain valid until
their EB-5 green card is ap-
proved,” said Raman,

The number of student visas
issued by the US government
have dropped by 15% globally to
89,000 in the first half of fiscal
year 2025 (October-March) with
India reporting a massive fall of
43.5% in fresh visas compared to
the same period in 2024, accord-
ing tothe US Department of State

data. The numbers are likely tofall
furtherinthe second half of fiscal
2025duetoanearly month-long
pause in new visa appointments
over May and June,

While China remains top
user of EB-5 visas, followed by
Vietnam and India, HUSA data
also shows that most Indian fil-
ings come through the Indian
consulate in Mumbai, showing
that high net worth individuals
from the finandial capital and the
region have been using this route
toget US residency. Out of the to-
tal 638 unreserved consular pro-
cessing(for those based in India,
asopposed to adjustment of sta-
tus, meant for those already liv-
ing in the US) applicants be-
tween October 2024 and May
2025, 543 filed through the US
consulate in Mumbai,

According to Ravneit Kaur
Brar, Attorney-at-law in
California who deals with immi-
gration issues, the data isalways

compiled with China and India
as two data points because of
very high volume coming out of
these two countries, in almost
every category. China accounts
for 51% of worldwide filings,
India remains the second-largest
market, contributing a total of
1,341 1-526/E filings between
FY2022 and July 5, 2024, with
1,057 of them filed under the
Reserved EB-5 categories, Brar
said.,

“India shows a positive trend
in approval rates over the years,
India’s approval rate rose from
59% in FY2022 to 82% in
FY2024." she said.

The processing time from pe-
tition filing to visa issuance
varies from the kind of projects
being opted for by the applicant.
While rural area projects take
approximately 8-24 months;
High-Unemployment Area
Projects take 12-30 months,

Mastroianni said that con-

EE =

trary to assumptions, there has
beenasurge indemand for EB-5
after the announcement of the
Gold Card programme, “We are
witnessing one of the most
promising surges in EB-5 inter-
est from Indian families in recent
history. The uncertainty sur-
rounding future visa pro-
grammes like the proposed Gold
Card, combined with height-
ened scrutiny of traditional stu-
dent and work visa routes, has
pushed many investors to act
now — not later. What's changed
isnot just demand, but decisive-
ness,” he said.

“With the spectre of visa ret-
rogression loorming and the cur-
rent ability to file concurrently
from within the US, families are
prioritising stability, perma-
nence, and long-term security,
EB-5 is no longer seen as an al-
ternative — it's become the pre-
ferred strategy,” Mastroianni

said.
m




EB-5 VISA AND PROPOSED GOLD CARD — KEY DIFFERENCES

Feature @~ |EB-5visa Trump’s ‘Gold Card’ proposal

Minimum $800,000(TEA) or $5 million (direct payment

Investment $1.05M (Non-TEA) to government)

Job Creation Requirement| Yes (10 full-time U.S. jobs) No known requirement

Legal Status Fully legislated and protected Conceptual only, not
under RIA (until 2027) legislated

Filing Options for Adjustment of Status Unknown

Indians in the U.S. +Concurrent Filing

Availability Open now Not introduced as law yet




1. Context: Surge in Indian Applications for EB-5 Visa
« EB-5is a US investment-based residency visa program introduced in 1992.

» Allows green card eligibility to foreign nationals who invest $800,000-$1.05 million and create at
least 10 full-time US jobs.
* |t has become increasingly popular among Indians due to:
» Stricter H-1B and student visa rules
» Backlog in other immigration categories

* Introduction of Trump's proposed ‘Gold Card’ policy



2. Key EB-5 Visa Data for Indian Nationals

Year EB-5 Visas Issued
2019 760

2020 613

2021 211

2022 1,381

2023 815

2024 (CP+AQS)** 1,428

2025 (YTD till Feb)* 649

*FY2025: October 2024 - February 2025 (Consular only)
** CP+AQOS: Consular Processing + Adjustment of Status



3. Reasons Behind Surge

» Faster and more assured path to US permanent residency compared to H-1B.
» Increased scrutiny and curbs under Trump administration on H-1B and F-1 (student) visas.
» 82% approval rate for Indian EB-5 petitions in FY2024 (up from 59% in FY2022).

» Indian consulate in Mumbai filed the highest number of EB-5 cases.

4. Trump's Proposed 'Gold Card'

Feature EB-5 Visa Trump's Gold Card
Minimum Investment $800,000-$1.05M $5 million

Job Creation Requirement Yes (10 US jobs) No clear requirement
Legal Status Legislated (until 2027) Conceptual

Filing Concurrent filing allowed Not available yet

Availability Open now Not launched



Q. Consider the following statements regarding the EB-5 Visa Program:

1. EB-5 Visa requires a minimum investment of $800,000 in Targeted Employment Areas and the
creation of at least 10 full-time jobs in the U.S.

2. Trump's proposed Gold Card program requires a higher investment but has not yet been legally
introduced.

3. India was the top country of EB-5 visa applicants in FY2024.

4. The EB-5 visa does not allow dependents to immigrate with the investor.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 1, 2, and 3 only
C.2and 4 only
D.1, 2, and 4 only



STATE EDUCATION RETHINK

Reservation, 3rd language Hindi: Maharashtra
govt rolls back 7 key decisions in six months

‘Adjustments’ based on feedback: Minister; experts blame lack of consultation

PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI, AUGUST 3

FROM QUOTAS based on income
and caste to Hindi as third lan-
guage; caste on exam hall tick-
ets to sweet dish in school meals;
and even blank pages in text-
books to reduce the weight of
school bags.

These are some of the seven
key decisions taken in the edu-

L L R N

g Maharashtra
” I School
e Education
Minister
)/ DadaBhuse

cation sector by the BJP-led state
government in Maharashtra that
were rolled back over the past six
months, triggering criticism
from experts that they were im-

plemented “without thought” or
“adequate consultation”.

Six of these decisions were
rolled back following a backlash
from stakeholders, including the
parents of students — for instance,
the centralised uniform policy
drew criticism for poor quality
and delayed availability. In one
case, the rollback came after the
Bombay High Court granted in-
terim relief to minority trust-run
junior colleges that were asked to

implement social reservation.

Of these rollbacks, six came
under the School Education
Ministry currently headed by
Dada Bhuse who took over last
December from Deepak
Kesarkar (August 2022 to
November 2024) — both belong
to Shiv Sena led by Eknath
Shinde. The other key U-turn in-
volved 10% EWS (Economically
Weaker Section) quota in private
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THE SEVEN DECISIONS

Policy decision Announced | Withdrawn/
reversed

10% EWS quotain Jul23,2025 | Jul30,2025

Pvt Medical Colleges

Hindi as mandatory Apr 16,2025 | Jun 29,2025

third language in

primary classes

Reservation in minority- Came to light!| Jun 23,2025

trust-run colleges for in Jun 2025

FY]JC admissions first week

Caste on HSC Issued on Jan 18,2025

Hall Ticket Jan 11,2025

Sweet Dish in midday meal | Jun 11,2024 | Jan 28,2025
One state one uniform May 2023 Apr2,2025
Blank pages in textbooks | Mar8,2023 | Jan 28,2025




_| The Seven Rolled-Back Policy Decisions

# Policy Decision

1 10% EWS quota in Pvt Medical Colleges

2 Hindi as 3rd language mandatory

3 Reservation in minority-run colleges
(FYJC)

4 Caste on HSC Hall Ticket

5 Sweet dish in mid-day meal

6 One state, one uniform

7 Blank pages in textbooks

Announced

Jul 23, 2025

Apr 16, 2025

Jun 2025

Jan 11, 2025

Jun 11, 2024

Apr 2, 2023

Mar 8, 2023

Withdrawn

Jul 30, 2025

Jun 29, 2025

Jun 23, 2025

Jan 18, 2025

Jan 28, 2025

Apr 2, 2025

Jan 28, 2025



2. Reasons for Reversals

» Lack of stakeholder consultation (parents, schools, civil society).
» Legal interventions (e.g., Bombay HC relief to minority colleges).
« Poor quality and late availability of government-supplied uniforms.

* Implementation hurdles for EWS quota and mid-day meal additions.

3. Criticism

e Experts and opposition allege the decisions were:
e “Unthoughtful”
e Driven by haste
 Made without pilot testing or consultations

e Claimed to reflect populist governance rather than evidence-based policymaking.



KREMLIN WANTS TO CONTROL INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE AND ALSO WHERE AND HOW INTERNET TRAFFIC FLOWS, SAY ANALYSTS

In bid to control Internet, Russia launches MAX; state-sanctioned messaging app

PAULSONNE
BERLIN AUGUST 3

RUSSIA IS escalating itsefforts to
curtail online freedom, taking
new steps toward a draconian
state-controlled internet.

The authorities are cracking
down on workarounds that
Russians have been using for ac-
cess to foreign apps and banned
content, including through new
laws signed by President
Vladimir Putin this week.
Moscow has also beenimpeding
the function of services from US.
tech companies, like YouTube,
that Russians have used foryears.

Atthe same time, the Kremlin
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is building out adomesticecosys-
tem of easily monitored and cen-
sored Russian alternatives to
Western tech products. That in-
cludes a new state-sanctioned
messaging service, MAX, which
will come preinstalled by law on
all new smartphones sold in
Russia starting in September.

Theidea, experts say, is tomi-
grate more Russians from an
open internet dominated by the
products of Western tech giants
to a censored online ecosystem,
where Russians primarily use
software under the gaze and in-
fluence of the state. The effort
has advanced significantly amid
wartime repression, butitis un-
clear how faritwill go.

“The goal here is absolute
control,” said Anastasiia Kruope,
a researcher at Human Rights
Watch who wrote a recent re-
port on declining Russian inter-
net freedoms.

The Kremlin wants to control
not only the information avail-
able online but also where and
how internet traffic flows,
Kruope said, so the Russian in-
ternet can function in isolation
and be switched on and off at
will. Russia's technical capabili-
ties for clamping down are im-
proving, she added,

“They are not perfect”
Kruope said. "They are not nearly
atthe level they would like them
to be. But they are getting better,

Since the first decade of Vladimir Putin’s rule, Moscow had
been articulating a vision for a ‘sovereign’ internet. Reuters
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and this is the reason to start
paying attention.”

Unlike China, where users
have been restricted since the
dawnofthe internet, Russia long
boasted one of the mostopenand
freewheeling environments any-
where online, Operating with vir-
tually no barriers, millions of
Russians flocked to Western tech
platforms, posted critical news
and freely expressed their
thoughts on the web,

The Kremlin began to see that
freedom as a threat, particularly
after the rise of the opposition ac-
tivist Aleksei A Navalny, who died
in prison last vear. His exposés of
the Putin elite, initially publicized
inLive Journal blog posts and later

in popular YouTube videos, gave
him millions of followers online
and the power to maobilize mass
protests on the street.

Since the first decade of Putin's
rule, Moscow had been articulat-
ing a vision for what it called a
“sovereign™ internet that would
sever Russia as much as possibie
from the rest of the online world
and strip power from foreign tech
firms, which didn'talways give in
to the Kremlin's demands.

But Putin’s full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in 2022 gave the gov-
emment the opportunity to accel-
erate the plan. Moscow banned
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
outright and took steps that
caused TikTok todisable functions
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inRussia, Lawmakers passed dra-
conian laws stifling free expres-
sion in the streets and online.
Now, with the introduction of
MAX, authorities have signaled
they may take aim at foreign mes-
saging apps, in particular
WhatsApp, which is owned by
Meta and counts nearly 100 mil-
lion monthly users in Russia.
Tedegram could be atarget as well
At an economic forum in
June, MP Anton Gorelkin also
called Telegram, based in the
United Arab Emirates and
owned by the Russian-born in-
ternet entrepreneur Pavel Durov,
“anentity that worries the state.”
But he said previously that the
app would not be banned. NYT
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1. Background
e Russia has launched MAX, a state-sanctioned messaging app.

» Will come pre-installed on all new smartphones in Russia starting September.
» Part of a broader plan for a “sovereign internet”, allowing government control over digital traffic,

information access, and content flow.

2. Strategic Objectives
 Absolute control over:

» Information availability
* Internet traffic flow
* Online platforms used by citizens
e Alternative to Western tech (e.g., YouTube, WhatsApp, Instagram)

 Promote a domestic ecosystem that isolates Russian users from foreign digital influence.



3. Context & Justification
» Triggered by:
» Russia's long-standing desire for a sovereign internet
» Full-scale invasion of Ukraine (2022), which accelerated digital control measures
e Censorship laws expanded, stifling freedom of expression online and offline
» Opposition figures like Alexei Navalny used foreign platforms to mobilize supporters, viewed as a

threat by the Kremlin

4. Impact on Existing Apps
» WhatsApp and Telegram could face future restrictions

 WhatsApp: Over 100 million Russian users
e Telegram: Though Russian-origin, based in UAE, seen as a threat

» Russia already banned Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and limited TikTok
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Q. With reference to the recent launch of the MAX messaging app in Russia, consider the following
statements:

1. The app will be optional for Russian smartphone users from September 2024.
2. Russia seeks to build a “sovereign internet” to reduce reliance on Western digital platforms.
3. Telegram is exempt from Russian scrutiny as it is a Russian-origin app currently based in the US.

4. The MAX app is part of a broader attempt to control both information access and internet traffic flow.

Which of the statements is/are correct?

A.1and 3 only
B. 2 and 4 only
C. 2, 3, and 4 only
D.1, 2, and 4 only



Word of the day

Hirsute:
having or covered with hair

Synonym: hairy

Usa g€ His body was broad, hirsute, and
covered with scars.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/hirsutepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ha:sju:ty, /harsu:t/




Thank you ©




