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UN sets pathway to tackle
‘inevitable breach’ of the
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SC orders oversight of Bar Council decisions

Advocate Manan Mishra is only pro tem chief of
lawyers’ body, the Supreme Court emphasises

Krishnadas Raj 1

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

on Wednesday

made it clear that
senior advocate Manan Ku-
mar Mishra is serving only
as the “pro tem” chairper-
son of the Bar Council of
India (BCI) until fresh elec-
tions are held and directed
the apex lawyers’ body to
consult the Attorney-Gen-
eral and the Solicitor-Gen-
eral before taking any ma-
jor policy decisions in the
interim.

The hearing before a
three-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant saw petitioners,
including young lawyers,
raise allegations, including
the formation of the BCI
Pearl First Trust in 2020 in
which Mr. Mishra, also a
BJP Rajya Sabha member,
and other BCI office-bear-
ers are “permanent ma-
naging trustees”; a “tie-up”
between the Trust and the
Goa government to set up a
university on 56 acres of

land in the State; “jolting”
expenditures on felicita-
tions  “running into
crores”; and an extension
of the tenure of BCI chair-
person/vice-chairperson
to five years.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
part of the Bench, said the
top court did not want to
encourage “shadow-box-
ing” around these allega-
tions, but would certainly
intervene to “maintain the
institutional integrity and
credibility” of the BCI till
the next bar body
elections.

Meanwhile, Mr. Mishra
and the current office-
bearers would continue
pro tem to ensure the BCI's
day-to-day functioning.

“You are a pro tem
chairperson. Your term is
co-terminus with the elec-
tions. The Attorney-Gener-
al and the Solicitor-Gener-
al, as permanent ex-officio
members of the BCI, would
be given prior notice by
you and invited to partici-
pate in any decision-mak-
ing process having a policy

Court directs BCI to consult Attorney-General,
Solicitor-General on policy issues until elections

Under scrutiny

Allegations raised by petitioners in SC:

= Extension of the tenure
of the BCl chairperson
and vice-chairperson to
five years

» Formation of the
BC| Pearl First Trust in
which Mr. Mishra and
other BCl office-bearers
are ‘permanent
managing
trustees’

u A tie-up between
the Trust and the Goa
government to set up

The BCI chief, Manan Kumar Mishra, recently earned public ire
with an attempt to ban the enrolment of NALSAR graduates

a university on 56
acres of tand in
the State

® ‘Jolting'

The Attorney-General
and the Solicitor-

General, as permanent
ex-officio members of the BCI,
would be given prior notice by
vou and invited to participate
in any decision-making

expenditureson  Process having a
felicitations licv impact
‘running POYE) P
: ll intocrores’  JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI
They had dissented against Senior advocate Gopal

impact... After all, the At-
torney-General is as much
a member of the BCI as the
chairperson is,” Justice
Bagchi observed.

NALSAR controversy

Mr. Mishra, as the head of
the BCI, had recently
earned public ire with an
aborted attempt to ban the
professional enrolment of
the National Academy of
Legal Studies and Re-
search’s (NALSAR) batch of
2026. The students had ob-
jected to having CJI Kant
over for their convocation.

the CJI's oral remarks,
terming youths as “cock-
roaches” and “parasites”.
Students of other premier
National Law Universities,
like those in Delhi and Ben-
galuru, too had expressed
solidarity with their NAL-
SAR counterparts.
Significantly, questions
had cropped up on wheth-
er Mr. Mishra had acted on
his own. Even CJI Kant had
backed the students’ right
to protest. Mr. Mishra
eventually had to issue an

apology.

Sankaranarayanan ques-
tioned the constitution of
the Pearl First Trust and
the self-assignment of BCI
members as trustees “in
perpetuation”. He said the
financial assets and in-
comes of the earlier BCI
Trust were transferred to
the new Trust.

“Even after the expiry of
their tenures, these people
would continue to be per-
manent managing trus-
tees,” he submitted.

“Can elected members
become permanent trus-

tees beyond their capaci-
ty?” Justice Bagchi
questioned.

Senior advocate Madha-
vi Divan said the financial
expenditures pulled out
from BCI records were

“jolting”.

Concentration of power
Senior advocate Shobha
Gupta, also for petitioners,
said what has been seen
over the years was “con-
centration of powers”.

Ms. Gupta, along with
advocates Deepak Pras-
kash and Sriram Parakkat,
questioned the “uninter-
rupted continuity” of Mr.
Mishra for more than 12
years as the BCI chairper-
son since November 2014,

“The current term as
chairperson of BCI started
from April 17, 2025. In view
of the mandate of Rule 12
(2), Chapter I, Part II of the
Bar Council of India Rules,
the maximum period of te-
nure of Chairperson of BCI
is two years, but a gazette
notification of April 21,
2025 notified the tenure of

Petitioners raised allegations against BCI Pearl
First Trust in which Mishra is ‘managing trustee’

chairperson and vice-char-
person till April 16, 2030,”
she submitted.

Senior advocates Ma-
ninded Singh and Guru
Krishnakumar, appearing
for the BCI, said they wel-
comed the direction to
take the concurrence of
the highest law officers in
policy matters.

The court further direct-
ed the Chief Justices of
High Courts to complete
the co-option of two wo-
men members to State Bar
Councils within a fort-
night. Following which,
State Bar Councils must
notify their new composi-
tion within a week.

The court paved the way
for time-bound elections to
the central and State-level
bar bodies.

It ordered that the new-
ly constituted State Bar
Councils must elect their
chairperson, vice-chair-
person, other office-bear-
ers and one representative
to the BCI within three
weeks of notification of
their composition.



Key Parameter
Institution involved
Court

Bench headed by

Present BCI Chairperson

Major interim safeguard

Why AG & SG?

State Bar Councils

Next step

Details

Bar Council of India (BCl)

Supreme Court of India

CJI Surya Kant

Manan Kumar Mishra — pro tem till elections

BCl to consult/involve Attorney-General (AG) and
Solicitor-General (SG) before major policy decisions

They are ex-officio members of BCI

SC ordered completion of co-option of two women
members within a fortnight

Time-bound elections to Central and State-level Bar
bodies



 What is the Bar Council of India?

L 8 &

* The Bar Council of India is a statutory
body created under the:

* Advocates Act, 1961

- YR
e (o) T
%?vocates Act, 1961 & ded G IRIE]

« /\ Most important exam trap
* BClis NOT a Constitutional Body.

Body

Election Commission
UPSC

Finance Commission
Bar Council of India

State Bar Councils

Type
Constitutional
Constitutional
Constitutional
Statutory
Statutory



Bar Council of India State Bar Councils

Apex regulatory body State-level bodies
National level State level
Advocates Act, 1961 Advocates Act, 1961
Primarily handles State rolls/enrolment

Sets professional standards .
functions

Recognises law
gualifications/universities for enrolment Enrolment of advocates
purposes under the Act/rules

Exercises disciplinary/appellate
functions under the statutory Disciplinary functions at State level
framework



* Composition of BCl — Very Important
* Under Section 4 of the Advocates Act, 1961, the BCI broadly consists of:
* Attorney-General of India — ex-officio
* Solicitor-General of India — ex-officio
 One member elected by each State Bar Council from amongst its members
* The BCl elects its:
e Chairman + Vice-Chairman
e from amongst its members.



Parameter Attorney-General

Constitutional Article Article 76

Appointed by President of India
Qualification Quallfl.ed to be appointed a Supreme
Court judge
Chief legal adviser to Government of
Role .
India
Right of audience All courts in India
Parliament Can participate in proceedings

Vote in Parliament No



Parameter

Constitutional office?

Article

Position

BCl

Attorney-General

Yes

76

Highest law officer

Ex-officio member

Solicitor-General
No

No specific
constitutional Article

Assists Government's
legal representation

Ex-officio member



* . Why did Supreme Court intervene?
* The report identifies concerns relating to:

* Concentration of power + prolonged tenure + institutional credibility + financial
expenditure + governance of a BCl-linked trust + controversial policy decisions.

* Petitioners reportedly questioned whether long continuation of the same office-bearers
was consistent with proper institutional governance.

* Court's broad objective
* Institutional integrity + credible elections + accountable decision-making



9. Tenure Controversy

The report refers to Rule 12(2), Chapter |, Part Il of the Bar Council of India Rules, under which the
maximum period of tenure of the Chairperson was stated as two years.

It also notes a 2025 Gazette notification concerning the tenure of the chairperson and vice-chairperson.

The Supreme Court's position in the reported case was that the present continuation is:

co-terminus with elections

rather than an unrestricted new tenure.

10. Women's Representation — Important .

The Court reportedly directed Chief Justices of High Courts to complete the co-option of two women
members to State Bar Councils within a fortnight.

After reconstitution, State Bar Councils are to elect:
Chairperson + Vice-Chairperson + other office-bearers + BCI representative

within the stipulated period.



12. BCl's Major Functions

Under the Advocates Act framework, important BCI functions include:

Function Explanation @)
Professional conduct Lays down standards for advocates
Legal education Promotes legal education and sets/coordinates standards under the

statutory framework

Recognition Recognises qualifying law degrees/universities for enrolment
purposes

Discipline Statutory disciplinaryfappellate role

Safeguarding advocates Protects rights, privileges and interests of advocates

Legal reform Promotes/supports law reform

Legal aid Organises legal aid within statutory framework



Consider the following statements:

1. The Bar Council of India is a constitutional body established
under Article 76.

2. The Attorney-General and Solicitor-General of India are ex-
officio members of the Bar Council of India.

3. The Attorney-General of India is a constitutional office,
whereas the Solicitor-General is not a constitutional office.

4. State Bar Councils are constituted under the Advocates Act,
1961.

Which statements are correct?

A. 1 and 2 only

B. 2,3 and 4 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D.1,2,3and 4



UN sets pathway to tackle
‘inevitable breach’ of the
1.5°C global warming limit

NEW DELHI

Warning that a possible
breach of the L5 degrees
Celsius global warming li-
mit will bring irreversible

Environment Programme
(UNEP) on Wednesday, for
the first time, set out a de-
tailed “overshoot, peak,
and dedline” pathway.

The pathway projects a
trajectory where the world
overshoots the 2015 Paris
Agreement’s central goal of
limiting the rise in average
global temperatures to 1.5
degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels — which a

unavoidable. The pathway
seeks to hold peak temper-
atures after the overshoot
as low as possible and then
bring it back down below
the limit by 2100,

The report, Limiting

country delivers on its na-
tonal climate plan and net-
zero target puts peak
warming at 1.8 degrees Cel-
slus, it said. According to
the report, current policies
point to a rise of about 2.6
degrees Celsius by 2100
with a range of 1.9-3.6 de-
grees Celsius,

“Overshoot, peak, and
decline”, the report said,
“is by no means an accep-
table or preferred path-
way; it is simply the best re-
maining option”, “This
summer’s scorching heat,
raging wildfires, and dead-
Iy floods are a warning of

Climate concerns

The UN répan propeses a pathway 1o holo peak global
tomperature 35 fow 35 possible in the coming years and bring
1t back within the accepted limit by 2100

= Tho report says ghobal warming

will croas 1.5°C ‘in the next few
years” and that this is no loager
avoldable Z

w Current polickes point
to about 2.6°C 3
warming by 2100, with
armnge of 1.9.3.6°C

®Astenario n which every country
“Belyurs o (ts national climate plan
- and {15 netwn0 target Sl puts peak
4'“.{ ) ‘.“

what lies ahead. We must
make the overshoot as

Antonio Guterres said in a
statemnent.

The diplomatic grounds
for that framing were laid
at the 30th UN Climate
Change Conference,
COP30, held in 2025 in
Brazil’s Belém, where the
consensus “Global Mutindo
(collective effort)” decision
became the first COP text
to concede that a tempor-
ary overshoot of the 1.5 de-
grees Celsius Hmit was lke-

Compounding

Given that cuts alone will
no longer suffice, a steep
scaling up of nature-based
removals such as large re-
forestation  programmes
was needed, COP30 CEO
Ana Toni said.

The UNEP report sug-
gested that time spent
above 15 degrees Celsius
carries compounding costs
such as faster sea-level rise,

S )

» ‘Overshoot, peak,
and decling' is simply

global mass by 2100, de-
clines of up to 14% in global
food production by 2050
without effective adapta-
thon, and rising odds of ir-
reversible tipping points in
the West Antarctic and
Greenland ice sheets, the
Atlantic Meridional Over-
turning Circulation and the
Amazon,

Moreower, it gets harder
to roll back the effects of a
tonne of emitted carbon.
The report said every five
years of continued high
emissions adds roughly
0.1°C to peak warming. Re-
versing that same 0.1°C af-
terwards means pulling
about 220 billion tonnes of
carbon dioxide back out of
the atmosphere over and
above whatever is still be-
ing emitted.

The report, in a first for
the UN, placed significant
stress on methane, which
contributes about 0.5°C of
warming. Curting it Is de-
scribed as the most effec-
tive way to slow warming
In the near term.

AN



Key fact Article's figure
Paris Agreement temperature benchmark 1.5°C above pre-industrial level
Expected crossing Next few years

If all countries meet climate plans + net-zero :
P Peak warming about 1.8°C

targets

Under current policies Around 2.6°C by 2100
Current-policy range 1.9-3.6°C
Approach Overshoot - Peak - Decline
Ultimate objective Bring warming back below 1.5°C by 2100

Key short-term pollutant highlighted Methane



Risk

Impact

G Sea-level rise

Accelerates

Coral reefs

Risk of collapse

Glaciers

Accelerated loss

{f Food production

Decline

@ Heatwaves

Greater intensity/frequency

& Wildfires

Higher risk

#® Extreme rainfall/floods

Intensification

@ Tipping points

Probability rises




* . Food Security Impact

* The article states that warming above
1.5°C could contribute to:

e up to 14% decline in global food
production by 2050 without effective
adaptation.

* Potential pathways:
* Heat stress = crop productivity J,

 Rainfall variability - agricultural
uncertainty

* Drought - yields {,
* Floods - crop losses
* Ocean warming -> fisheries affected



14. Why Methane is Extremely Important .. .

The article says the UN placed significant emphasis on methane, which it says contributes roughly:

0.5°C of warming

Methane reduction is highlighted as one of the most effective ways of slowing warming in the near term.

Why?

Methane is:
powerful greenhouse gas + relatively short-lived compared with CO,

Therefore, rapid methane reductions can produce comparatively fast climate benefits.

15. Major Anthropogenic Sources of Methane

Sector Examples

Agriculture Livestock, rice cultivation
Fossil fuels Oil and gas leaks, coal mining
Waste Landfills

Wastewater Organic decomposition



CO,
Carbon dioxide

Major driver of long-term
anthropogenic warming

Long-lived cumulative problem
Fossil-fuel combustion major

source

Net-zero CO, critical

CH,
Methane

Powerful short-term warming
influence

Shorter atmospheric lifetime
Agriculture, fossil fuels, waste

Rapid CH4 cuts can slow near-
term warming



 COP30 Connection
e According to the article:
« COP30 - Belém, Brazil > 2025

* It refers to the “Global Mutirao” or collective-effort
framing in discussions over responding to the possibility
of a temporary 1.5°C overshoot.

* Geography Connection

Belém - Brazil & near the Amazon region

Hence COP30 has particularly strong symbolism for:
 Amazon rainforest + biodiversity + climate change




21.UNEP vs UNFCCC vs IPCC

Very important distinction:

Organisation

UNEP
UNFCCC
IPCC

COP

Easy memory

IPCC - Science
UNFCCC - Negotiations

UNEP = Environment

Primary role

UN environmental programme

International climate-negotiation framework

Scientific assessment of climate change

Decision-making conferences of Parties to climate convention/agreement



India's climate policy can be linked to its updated NDCs and long-term net-zero announcement.

Important targets frequently tested include:

Target India

Net-zero target 2070

Reduction in emissions intensity of GDP by 2030 45% from 2005 level

Installed electric-power capacity from non-fossil fuel-based About 50% cumulative installed capacity

energy resources by 2030

Remember

India & Net Zero 2070

China = 2060

EU - 2050



* Panchamrit — India

* Announced at COP26, Glasgow (2021).

* The original Panchamrit package included:

* 500 GW non-fossil energy capacity by 2030

* 50% energy requirements from renewable energy by 2030

* Reduce projected carbon emissions by 1 billion tonnes by 2030
* Reduce carbon intensity by more than 45%

* Net zero by 2070



1972 Stockholm Conference

1988 IPCC established

1992 UNFCCC adopted at Rio Earth Summit
1997 Kyoto Protocol adopted

2005 Kyoto Protocol entered into force
2015 Paris Agreement adopted

2016 Paris Agreement entered into force
2021 COP26 Glasgow

2023 COP28 Dubai

2024 COP29 Baku

2025 COP30 Belém



Consider the following statements:
The 1.5°C target refers to limiting global average temperature increase relative to pre-industrial levels.

Under the Paris Agreement, countries communicate climate actions through Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs).

The headquarters of UNEP is located in Geneva.
Rapid reductions in methane emissions can help slow warming in the near term.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B.1,2and 4 only
C.2,3and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4
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Pichavaram mangroves valued at 32,485 crore: study

K.C. Deepika
BENGALURU

How valuable are man-
groves? A recent study of
the Pichavaram mangrove
ecosystem in Tamil Nadu
estimated its total econom-
ic value (TEV) at 32,485.38
crore, with a per-hectare
value of ¥1.83 crore, re-
flecting the ecological, eco-
nomic, and social benefits
it provides.

The Pichavaram Man-
grove Forest is deemed
one of the most ecological-
ly significant coastal wet-
land ecosystems in India
and plays a vital role in
supporting  biodiversity
conservation, fisheries
productivity, coastal pro-
tection, climate regulation,

blue carbon sequestration,
and livelihood security for
coastal communities.
“Mangrove ecosystems
provide a wide range of
provisioning, regulating,
supporting, and cultural
ecosystem services that
contribute significantly to
ecological sustainability
and human well-being.
Despite their importance,
many ecosystem services
remain undervalued in
conventional development
planning because several
ecological benefits are
non-market in nature and
are not reflected in market
transactions,” says the stu-
dy “Economic valuation
and blue carbon assess-
ment of ecosystem servic-
es (ESV) in the Pichavaram

Green gold: Pichavaram Mangrove Forest is a highly significant

coastal wetland ecosystem in India. FILE PHOTO

Mangrove Forest”.

The study, by M. Balasu-
bramanian, Associate Pro-
fessor, Centre for Ecologi-
cal Economics and Natural
Resources, Institute for So-
cial and Economic Change,
Bengaluru, was funded by

the Deputy Conservator of
Forests, Forest Genetics Di-
vision, Coimbatore. It was
based on primary and se-
condary data; primary in-
formation was collected
from 302 households
across five mangrove-de-

pendent villages: MGR
Thittu, Kalaignar Nagar,
Chinnavaikal, Patriadi, and
Mudasalodai.

Carbon sink

“The blue carbon assess-
ment highlights the critical
role of the Pichavaram
mangroves as a significant
natural carbon sink and a
valuable climate regulation
asset,” says the study.

The analysis further re-
vealed that mangrove sedi-
ments constitute an even
more substantial carbon
reservoir. The average soil
organic carbon stock of
251.14 tonnes of carbon per
hectare was estimated to
generate an economic va-
lue of ¥90.24 lakh per hec-
tare, resulting in a total soil

organic carbon value of
¥1,224.63 crore. When ve-
getation and soil carbon
pools are combined, the
total blue carbon asset va-
lue of the Pichavaram Man-
grove Ecosystem is esti-
mated at ¥1,612.40 crore

The study recommends
the integration of ecosys-
tem service valuation into
coastal development plan-
ning and environmental
decision-making, the re-
cognition of mangroves as
key nature-based solutions
for climate adaptation and
disaster risk reduction,
and the development of
blue carbon financing me-
chanisms, carbon credit
programmes, and Pay-
ment for Ecosystem Servic-
es schemes.



Parameter Details

Ecosystem Pichavaram Mangrove Forest
State Tamil Nadu

Total Economic Value X2,485.38 crore

Per-hectare value X1.83 crore

Biodiversity, fisheries, coastal protection, climate

Major ecosystem services . o
J y regulation, blue carbon, livelihoods

Households covered in study 302

Villages covered 5 mangrove-dependent villages
Average soil organic carbon stock 251.14 tonnes carbon/hectare
Economic value of soil carbon %90.24 lakh/hectare

Total soil organic carbon value X1,224.63 crore

Vegetation + soil blue-carbon asset X1,612.40 crore




What is Total Economic Value (TEV)?

TEV attempts to measure the complete economic contribution of an ecosystem, including benefits that

are not normally bought or sold in markets.

Ecosystem-service category Mangrove example

Provisioning Fish, fuelwood and other biological resources
Regulating Carbon sequestration, flood/storm protection
Supporting Nutrient cycling, nursery habitat

Cultural Tourism, recreation, cultural significance

Exam concept

GDP may undervalue nature because many ecosystem services have no explicit market price.

This is why concepts such as Natural Capital Accounting and Ecosystem Service Valuation are
important.

@)
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MANGROVES IN INDIA

¥ UNESCO observes July 26 as the |

% As per ISFR 2021, the mangrove cover in India is 4,992 sq km, which is 0.1* ' untry s total geograg

#* West Bengal>Gujarat>AEN Islan Andhra Pradesh>Maharashira, have the largest Mangrove cover in India (ISFR 2021)
* In India, mangroves are protected by the Enviro ntal (Protection) Act 1946 and Coastal Zone Regulations

* Sunderbans, a UNESCOW forit ite, is the v largest single pateh of M

¥ Sundarbans is the first Mangrove forest in the world, which was brought under scientific management, as early as in 1892



Carbon Sink

Carbon Source

Absorbs more carbon than it releases

Releases more than it absorbs

Mangroves Fossil-fuel combustion

Forests Deforestation

Healthy soils Forest fires in many circumstances
Oceans Industrial emissions




Mangrove State/UT
Sundarbans West Bengal
Bhitarkanika Odisha
Pichavaram Tamil Nadu
Godavari-Krishna mangroves Andhra Pradesh
Gulf of Kachchh Gujarat
Andaman & Nicobar mangroves A&N Islands




e Consider the following statements:
* Pichavaram Mangroves are located in Tamil Nadu.
* Mangroves can function as both climate-change mitigation and adaptation tools.
* Blue carbon is associated only with carbon stored in open-ocean waters.
* Mangrove sediments can constitute an important carbon reservoir.
* Which are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 1, 2 and 4 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D. All four
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Air Force veteran appointed
first Ram Temple Trust CEO

Air Vice-Marshal Jitendra Mishra (retd) served in IAF for 31 years; Mahesh Bhagchandka, Madan

Mohan Pandey, Nirmala Yadav named trustees; move comes amid allegation of donation theft

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

he Shri Ram Jan-

mabhoomi Teerth

Kshetra Trust on
Wednesday appointed Air
Vice-Marshal Jitendra Mis-
hra (retd) as its first chief
executive officer.

The appointment came
at a time when the the
Trust is strengthening its
administrative  structure
amid allegations of theft of
donations at the Ram Tem-
ple in Ayodhya.

The appointment was
announced after a meeting
of the Trust at the Maniram
Das Chawani in Ayodhya,
where the trustees also
filled three vacant posi-
tions on the Board.

The vacancies arose fol-
lowing the resignations of
senior Vishwa Hindu Par-
ishad (VHP) leader and
general secretary Champat
Rai, and trustee Anil Mis-
hra. They quit in July after
the embezzlement allega-
tions surfaced.

The third vacancy arose
after the death of trustee
Vimlendra Pratap Mishra,
a member of Ayodhya's
erstwhile royal family.

According to a commu-

Air Vice-Marshal Jitendra Mishra (retd) was awarded the Sarvottam
Yudh Seva Medal and was also a part of Operation Sindoor, #1t

nique issued by the Trust,
Air Vice-Marshal Mishra
was appointed following
the recommendations of a
committee constituted to
select the CEO.

The process involved
scrutinising about 5,585
applications, and inter-
viewing hundreds of candi-
dates over a period of near-
ly two months.

Air Vice-Marshal Mishra
served in the Indian Air
Force for 31 years, holding
positions across different
departments and gaining
extensive leadership expe-
rience, the Trust said.

It added that the new
CEO was also awarded the
Sarvottam Yudh Seva Me-

dal, one of the highest mil-
itary decorations for distin-
guished service in
wartime, He was also part
of Operation Sindoor.

‘Unaware of selection’
He had not been aware of
his selection prior to the
announcement made to
the media on Wednesday,
Air Vice-Marshal Mishra
told The Hindu.

“l also got to know
about my  selection
through television. | am
elated,” he said.

The trustees also ap-
pointed three new mem-
bers — Mahesh Bhagchand-
ka, Madan Mohan Pandey,
and Nirmala Yadav - to fill

the vacant positions. Mr.
Bhagchandka is associated
with Ashok Singhla Foun-
dation, while Mr. Pandey is
an advocate,

Ms. Yadav will be the
first woman to hold a trus-
teeship in the Trust.

Swami Govind Dev Giri
will continue as the Trust’s
general secretary, while
Mr. Bhagchandka will take
charge as treasurer. The
Trust's annual accounts for
202526 have also been
approved.

Financial details

The Trust recorded a total
income of about 237
crore, and expenditure of
about ¥99 crore during the
financial year. It also in-
curred about 325 crore in
capital expenditure on
construction and related
works. As of March 31, the
Trust had total funds of
about ¥1,882 crore,

The VHP hailed the ap-
pointment of the CEO,
VHP president Alok Kumar
described Air Vice-Marshal
Mishra as a senior and res-
pected personality, adding
that his extensive expe-
rience would help the
Trust function more effec-
tively and transparently.



Parameter
Organisation
Location

New CEO
Significance

|AF service
Military decoration

Article states he was part of

Selection process

Other new trustees

Woman representation
General Secretary

Treasurer

Details

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust
Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh

Air Vice-Marshal Jitendra Mishra (Retd.)

First CEO of the Trust

31 years

Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medal

Operation Sindoor

Around 5,585 applications scrutinised; hundreds
interviewed

Mahesh Bhagchandka, Madan Mohan Pandey,
Nirmala Yadav

Nirmala Yadav — first woman trustee
Swami Govind Dev Giri
Mahesh Bhagchandka



Financial parameter

Annual income

Annual expenditure

Capital expenditure incurred

Total funds as of March 31

Amount

About X237 crore
About X99 crore
About X425 crore
About X1,882 crore




* Alarge institution handling:

e X1,000+ crore funds + construction + donations + procurement + administration +
visitors + public scrutiny

* requires professional systems for:

* Financial control + transparency + procurement + auditing + project management + risk
management + institutional accountability

* The selection process mentioned in the article—5,585 applications and hundreds of
interviews—also indicates an attempt at structured professional recruitment.



Parameter Fact

City Ayodhya
State Uttar Pradesh
River Sarayu
Cultural association Lord Rama
Ancient region Kosala

Religious significance  Major Hindu pilgrimage centre



e Consider the following statements:

* Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust was established following the Supreme
Court's 2019 Ayodhya judgment.

* Air Vice Marshal is equivalent to Rear Admiral in the Indian Navy.
* Article 26 of the Constitution deals with freedom to manage religious affairs.
* Ayodhya is situated on the banks of the Yamuna River.

* Which statements are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 1, 2 and 3 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D. All four
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A refining relationship

The data were sourced

from India's Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
the International Strategic
Action Network for Security,
the Statistical Review of
World Energy BP, and the
Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries,

With inputs from Gandla
Sneha, who issaterning
with The Hindu'Data Team

CHART 1: Russia’s share in India’s petroleum exports has

traditionally been less than 13 (not visible in the chart)
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CHART 3: A total of 17 attacks were recorded against 16
different oil refineries in Russia in July
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CHART 2: Russia accounted for more than one-fourth of CHART 4: The seven countries with the highest oil refining
India’s total crude imports since January 2022 capacity in the world. Values in million barrels per day
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Parameter

Immediate trigger

India's exports to Russia

Russia's traditional share in India's petroleum-product
exports

Russia's share in India's crude imports, June 2026
Value of Russian crude imported, June 2026
Russia's refinery crude throughput, Q1 2026
Russia's refinery throughput, Q3 2026

Attacks cited for July

India's global refining-capacity rank in article
India's refining capacity shown

Main Indian private refiners highlighted

Key fact

Ukrainian attacks on Russian refineries

Around 1 million barrels of refined petroleum over
roughly two months, according to reports cited

Less than 1%

31.6%

S531 million, as stated in the article
~5.18 million barrels/day

~3.88 million barrels/day

17 attacks on 16 Russian refineries
4th

4.92 million barrels/day

Reliance Industries and Nayara Energy



Stage

1. Russia produces crude oil
N2

2. India imports Russian crude

N2

3. Indian refineries process crude

N

4. Russian refining capacity gets disrupted

NG

5. Russia requires refined products

N

6. India exports refined petroleum to Russia

What happens

Russia is a major global petroleum producer/exporter

Russian crude became a major component of India's
crude imports after 2022

Crude is converted into petrol, diesel, ATF and other
products

Ukrainian attacks affect refinery operations

Domestic petrol/diesel availability comes under
pressure

India uses its large refining capacity to meet some of
this demand



Refining capacity shown (million
m barrels/day)

1 China 18.83
2 United States 18.17
3 Russia 6.72
4 India IN 4.92
5 South Korea 3.57
6 Saudi Arabia 3.29
/ Japan 3.11



Refinery/complex Location Important point

Reliance; among world's largest

Jamnagar Gujarat refining complexes
Vadinar Gujarat Nayara Energy
Panipat Haryana Indian Oil

Paradip Odisha Indian Oil

Kochi Kerala BPCL

Mumbai Maharashtra BPCL/HPCL facilities
Visakhapatnam Andhra Pradesh HPCL

Mathura Uttar Pradesh Indian Qil



Benefit

Explanation

Refining margins

Refineries earn by converting crude into higher-
value products

Export earnings

Petroleum products contribute to merchandise
exports

Capacity utilisation

Large refineries can operate at high utilisation

Strategic importance

India becomes part of international fuel supply
chains

Value addition

Crude is processed domestically before product
export




Water body
Black Sea

Sea of Azov

Kerch Strait
Bosporus

Dardanelles

Important geographical fact

Between Eastern Europe and West Asia
Connected with Black Sea through Kerch Strait
Separates/links the Crimea—Taman region and
connects the two seas

Connects Black Sea with Sea of Marmara

Connects Sea of Marmara with
Aegean/Mediterranean system



Question area Remember

India's global refining position in article 4th

Capacity shown 4.92 million barrels/day

2RCL)Jésgia's share of Indian crude imports in June 31 6%

Major private refiner Reliance Industries

Jamnagar refinery Gujarat

Vadinar refinery Gujarat

Russia OPEC+ patrticipant, not OPEC member
OPEC HQ Vienna, Austria

Sea of Azov—Black Sea connection Kerch Strait

India's SPRs Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, Padur



e Consider the following statements:

* India can simultaneously be a net importer of crude oil and an exporter of refined
petroleum products.

* Russia is a founding member of OPEC.
* The Sea of Azov is connected with the Black Sea through the Kerch Strait.

* India's large refining capacity allows imported crude oil to be processed and
subsequently exported as petroleum products.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 1, 3 and 4 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4



[ NEW BATCH STARTS

|14 SEPT




Word of the day

Excoriate:
express strong disapproval of

Synonyms: condemn, reprobate, decry

Usa ge: The activists excoriated the violence
against minority communities.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/excoriate

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /1k'skou.iert/

e
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