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India, Canada ink uranium
deal as Carney meets Modi

Suhasini Haid

NEW DELHI

India and Canada on Mon-
day agreed to a $1.9 billion,
10-year uranium supply
deal for Indian nuclear
power reactors, and
agreed to conclude the
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership  Agreement
(CEPA) this year, as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
held talks with Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney in New Delhi in an ef-
fort to establish “strategic
trust” and reset ties rup-
tured over the past few
years.

However, issues over
the killing of Canadian-
Khalistani activist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar persisted after
new reports that Canadian
investigative agencies be-
lieve two officials in the In-
dian Consulate in Vancouv-
er were linked to the case,
a charge that India
rejected.

After the talks between
the Prime Ministers, India

Fruitful talks: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Canadian

counterpart Mark Camey in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

and Canada announced a
number of agreements in-
cluding a Strategic Energy
Partnership in the fields of
renewable energy, LPG
and uranium supplies, and
cooperation in critical and
emerging technologies, as
well as MoUs on education
and culture.

They also issued the
“Terms of Reference” for
the CEPA or free trade ne-
gotiations, aiming to dou-
ble bilateral trade by 2030.
Canada also decided to
join the India-led multilat-
eral International Solar Al-

liance (ISA) and Global Bio-
fuel Alliance as a member.
The two leaders dis-
cussed the escalation of
the conflict in West Asia,
although they didn’t put
out any joint understand-
ing on the issue. Mr. Modi
described the situation as
one of “deep concern” and
called for “diplomacy and
dialogue” to resolve it. In-
dia had always called for
peace and stability to be
maintained, he said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



¥’ Top 3 Uranium Producing Countries

Approx Share of Global
Rank Country Production
1 Kazakhstan ~40-43%
2 Canada ~13-15%
3 Namibia ~11-12%

Key Mining Areas

Steppe in southern Kazakhstan
(in-situ leaching)

Saskatchewan (Cigar Lake,
McArthur River)

Rossing, Husab mines

Important Fact

World's largest producer
since 2009

Highest-grade uranium ore
globally

Major African producer



Y’ Top 3 Countries — Uranium Reserves (Reasonably Assured Resources)

Rank Country % of Global Reserves Key Region Remark

1 Australia ~28% Olympic Dam, Ranger Largest known uranium
reserves

2 Kazakhstan ~13-15% Central Asia region Major producer & exporter

3 Canada ~10% Saskatchewan Basin High-grade deposits



Aspect

Chemical Symbol
Atomic Number
Nature

Main Isotope Used

Other Isotope

Use

Energy Property

Mining Methods
Enrichment Required
Major International Body

Environmental Concern

Details

U

92

Radioactive heavy metal
Uranium-235 (fissile)
Uranium-238 (fertile)

Nuclear power generation, nuclear weapons, medical
isotopes

1 kg uranium = energy of ~1,500 tonnes of coal
(approx.)

Open pit, underground, in-situ leaching
Yes (for nuclear reactors & weapons)
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

Radioactive waste, tailings management



Indian context -
Parameter

Major Mines

Managing Body

India’s Share in Global Reserves

Nuclear Power Share in India

Key Reactor Type

Import Sources

Details
Jaduguda (Jharkhand), Tummalapalle
(Andhra Pradesh)

Uranium Corporation of India Limited
(UCIL)

~2% (approx.)
~3—-4% of total electricity
PHWR (Pressurised Heavy Water

Reactor)

Kazakhstan, Canada, Russia, Australia



Parameter

Total Bilateral Trade (2022-23
approx.)

India’s Exports to Canada
India’s Imports from Canada

Trade Nature
Target

Trade Type

Detalls
~USD 8-9 Billion

~USD 4-5 Billion
~USD 4-5 Billion
Largely Balanced

Doubling trade by 2030 (under
CEPA discussions)

Merchandise + Services



2 Major Indian Exports to Canada

Sector Key Products
Pharmaceuticals Generic medicines, vaccines
Textiles & Apparel Garments, fabrics
Engineering Goods Machinery, auto parts

Gems & Jewellery Diamonds, gold jewellery

IT & Services Software, business services
Organic Chemicals Specialty chemicals

&) Major Indian Imports from Canada

Sector Key Products

Pulses Lentils (Canada is major supplier)
Fertilizers Potash

Uranium For nuclear reactors

Wood & Pulp Timber products

Coal Coking coal

Edible Oils Canola oil



L Strategic Trade Areas

Area

Critical Minerals
Clean Energy
Agriculture
Education

Technology

& Trade Challenges

Issue

Diplomatic Tensions (Nijjar Issue)
Visa Restrictions
Agriculture Disputes

CEPA Delay

Importance

Lithium, uranium cooperation

Nuclear fuel supply

Pulses & agri-trade

300,000+ Indian students in Canada (economic linkage)

Al, clean tech collaboration

Impact

Temporary slowdown in negotiations

Impact on services trade

Tariff issues

Missed trade expansion opportunity



Period
Pre-2015
2015-2019
2020-2021
2022-2023

2024-2025

Trend

Moderate trade growth
Strengthening ties, uranium deal
Pandemic disruption

Recovery & record trade levels

Political tension but strategic trade
continuity



& Uranium Supply Agreement (10 Years)

e India and Canada signed a $1.9 billion, 10-year uranium supply deal for Indian nuclear power

reactors.

HRd 3R BATET A WRAI URHTY] 3511 JGAT & AT 1.9 3R STk BT 10-aia JFaH 3qfd awsiiar fasan
» The deal strengthens India's civilian nuclear energy program under international safeguards.
ITE JHSAT HARTETT R8T HHG! &b d8d HRA b AT URHIU] BRIGH B! HaTgdd Bl &l

e (Canada is one of the world's largest uranium producers (notably Saskatchewan region).

BATST ded & THRT AT IATEh 7 A U & (fAdved: Txhdar 89) |

& Strategic & Diplomatic Reset

e« PM Narendra Modi and Canadian PM Mark Carney met in New Delhi to rebuild “strategic trust.”
ETAHAT g AIGT 3R HATST & Uem=H=T A BT 2 78 Gowi # “I0THifdds faara” 98Td &34 &q HeTdbid b |
Relations had deteriorated after the killing of Khalistani activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Canada.
PHATST W JTfAdH BRIGdl &3¢ fHg fAssR B 8T & 91G Jdef TR & Y |

» [ndia rejected allegations linking its officials to the case.

HRd 9 59 HHA | 3797 ifep1RAY ot dfewddr & 3RaY &t |kt faar|




&) Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)

e Both countries agreed to conclude CEPA negotiations this year.
ST g2l A g3 a9 CEPA draf G31 &4 UR JgHfd STdrs |
e Target: Double bilateral trade by 2030.

®183: 2030 de fguaita @R &Y AT BRAT|
e Canada joined India-led International Solar Alliance (ISA) and Global Biofuel Alliance.

FHATST A HRA-Adcd aTat ARTEIT AR Mo (ISA) 3R dfeads st e[ oA 6t IGXIaT ot

& Energy & Economic Dimensions
e India imports nearly 85% of its crude oil; nuclear energy reduces energy vulnerability.
YR AT 85% Ted ddl &l 3TITd Bl &; URHTU] 3311 Hall (AHdl BH Bl gl
* Nuclear energy helps India achieve net-zero target by 2070.
QRHTY] 353511 2070 & AC-31RI 718 H TS &
e (Canada gains a stable long-term export market.

HATET BT fER defpifeics AT 915TR fAedr 21




& Historical Background
« India conducted nuclear tests in 1974 (Pokhran-l), after which Canada suspended nuclear
cooperation.
1974 & YIERYT-| GA&T0T &P 91 PBATST A URHIY] Hga fHAwifad faari
« Relations normalized after India-US Civil Nuclear Deal (2008) and NSG waiver.
2008 & WRA-3MRBT HA=T TR AHEH 3R NSG Be & a1 Hael AHRI g1
» Canada earlier supplied uranium to India under safeguards in 2015 agreement.

2015 & THSIA P d&d BATST A WRA DI TRAT WAeHl & dgd Zfaw 3mgfd @t efti

L Geopolitical Context
* West Asia tensions discussed but no joint statement issued.
gfedH TR & d41d IR gdi §8 IR Hgad 9 SRT 781 g3
« India maintains policy of strategic autonomy.
WRd WTIfde Tamrradr & Jifd srarar 21

« Canada balances relations with US, India and domestic Sikh diaspora politics.

HATET MR, WRA 3R 30 G yarit FHgr &t AsHfa & dta Ade 3T 2l

& Political & Security Implications

« |ssue of Khalistan activism remains sensitive.
ifezar nfafafery o1 gey Fagaeie a1 g3 21
« Diplomatic engagement indicates pragmatic reset over confrontation.

PeAlfad Harg eawhrd o 9o AagiiRes g gelfdr 21



Consider the following statements:

1. Canada is among the top global producers of uranium.
2. India's 1974 nuclear test led to suspension of nuclear cooperation by Canada.
3. CEPA aims to double bilateral trade by 2025.

4. Canada has joined the International Solar Alliance.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.1, 2 and 4 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1, 3 and 4 only



West Asia war escalates,
spikes oil, strands flyers

Iran targets US. assets, Israel, Arab states; 3 jets fell in Kuwaiti ‘friendly fire says US, Tehran claims

shooting down one; Qatar takes down 2 Iranian bombers; U.S. ‘will no longer be safe’ warns Iran

Associated Press
DUBAI

groups fired missiles

at Israel, Arab states,
and U.S. military targets
around the region on Mon-
day, while Israel and the
US. pounded the West
Asian country as the war
expanded to several fronts
and death toll grew on all
sides.

Three American war-
planes were downed in Ku-
wait, which the Pentagon
said were hit by Kuwaiti
“friendly fire”, while Iran
claimed it shot down a U.S.
jet.

The conflict, in its third
day, was already having
far-reaching consequenc-
es, with previously safe ha-
vens in the Gulf seeing in-
coming fire, hundreds of
thousands of airline pas-

l ran and allied armed

Warning plume: Smoke rises from a warehouse in Sharjah City in

the UAE following Iranian strikes. Ap

sengers stranded around
the globe, and oil prices
shooting up by more than
8% to hover around the
$80 a barrel mark as of
mid-day on Monday.

The Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society said that the
U.S.-Israeli strikes have
killed at least 555 people.
In Israel, where several lo-
cations were hit by Iranian

missiles, 11 people were
killed. The Iranian-backed
Hezbollah militant group
also targeted Israel, which
responded with strikes on
Lebanon, killing more than
two dozen people. Four
U.S. troops have also been
killed.

The chaos of the conflict
became apparent when
the U.S. said Kuwait had

“mistakenly shot down”
three American F-15E
Strike Eagles while Iranian
attacks were under way.
Iranian Armed Forces said
they have shot down an ad-
vanced U.S. F-15 fighter jet
near the border with Ku-
wait. Qatar’s Air Force
downed two Iranian bom-
bers, its Defence Ministry
said.

“We will not negotiate
with the United States”,
Iran’s top security official,
Ali Larijani, said on Mon-
day after several air strikes
hit Tehran, even as Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards
warned the U.S. that it will
“no longer be safe”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

RELATED REPORTS ON

» PAGES 10, 13, & 14

WAR FOR UNIPOLAR REGION
» PAGE 6



Factors behind the US-Israel Joint Attack on Iran

e Talks Breakdown: Nuclear talks in Geneva collapsed over U.S. demands that Iran dismantle the
Fordow and Natanz nuclear facilities and permanently ban uranium enrichment.

e Shia Crescent: Iran’s attempt to build a Tehran-Irag-Syria-Lebanon land corridor alarmed U.S.-

backed allies over a shift in the regional power balance.

e Proxy Strategy: By backing the Houthis in Yemen and Hezbollah in Lebanon, Iran opened multiple

pressure fronts against Israel and challenged U.S.-protected Red Sea routes.

 Power Alignment: Iran’s closer ties with Russia and China raise Western concern over a potential

nuclear-backed strategic alignment.

e Sectarian Divide: Shia-majority Iran and the U.S.-aligned Sunni Arab bloc remain locked in a long-
standing contest for dominance in West Asia.

o Existential Threat: Iran’s rejection of Israel’s legitimacy makes Tel Aviv treat any Iranian military

buildup as an immediate survival threat.
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What are the Key Defence Systems Deployed in the US-Israel-Iran
Conflict?

United States

= THAAD (Terminal High Altitude Area Defense): THAAD intercepts short- and intermediate-range ballistic
missiles in the terminal phase at high altitudes using hit-to-kill technology, protecting bases and cities.

= Patriot Missile System: Provides last-line defence against ballistic missiles, cruise missiles, and aircraft,
widely used to protect critical infrastructure and military installations.

= SM-3 & SM-6 (US Navy): Sea-based interceptors. SM-3 destroys ballistic missiles during midcourse flight,
while SM-6 targets missiles, aircraft, and drones in the terminal phase.

= Indirect Fire Protection Capability (IFPC): Uses AIM-9X (a premier, short-range, infrared-tracking, air-to-air,
and surface-launched interceptor missile) to defend bases from drones and rockets, helping conserve
expensive Patriot missiles.



Israel

= Arrow-2 & Arrow-3: Long-range ballistic missile defence. Arrow-3 intercepts missiles outside the
atmosphere (exo-atmospheric), while Arrow-2 operates within the atmosphere.

= David’s Sling: Designed to intercept medium- to long-range rockets, cruise missiles, and tactical ballistic
missiles, bridging the gap between Arrow and Iron Dome.

= |ron Dome: Short-range defence system effective against rockets, artillery shells, and drones, with high
success rates against low-speed threats.

= |ron Beam: Directed-energy laser system that destroys drones and small projectiles at low cost, reducing
reliance on expensive interceptors.

United Arab Emirates

= Cheongung ll: South Korean medium-range air defence system with 360° radar and vertical launch
capability, effective against low-flying cruise missiles and tactical ballistic threats over the Persian Gulf.



4

ran

= Bavar-373: Long-range air defence system designed to intercept aircraft and ballistic missiles, comparable
to advanced surface-to-air missile systems.

= Sevom-e-Khordad: Mobile air defence system capable of targeting aircraft and cruise missiles, enhancing
survivability through rapid relocation.

= Tor-M1: Short-range system used to intercept precision-guided munitions, drones, and low-flying cruise
missiles.

= Majid & Azarakhsh: Systems designed to counter drones and low-flying aerial threats, protecting critical
facilities.




* United States and Israel launched a joint offensive against Iran under
Operation Epic Fury (U.S.) and Operation Lion’s Roar (Israel).
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How Dalit voting patterns have changed across elections

Post the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, Dalit voters have increasingly been consolidated by the BIP, away from the Congress

| DATA POINT |

comes of both national and State
level elections, yet their political

remains fluid. An analy-
sis of Lok Sabha elections from
1996 to 2024, alongside recent

advantage

Dalits (Table 1), In 1996, it secured
34% of the vote, compared to 14%
for the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). This lead continued in 1998
and 1999, with Congress and its al-
lies ahead of the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA), The gap nar-
rowed in the 2000s but remained
in the Congress's favour.

A decisive shift was noticeable
during the 2014 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, when the BJP doubled its
standalone share from 12% to 24%,

20%. By 2019, the NDA had conso-
lidated its Dalit support base furth-
er, reaching 41%. In 2024, the NDA
slipped slightly to 36%, while the
Congress-led INDIA bloc climbed
to 32%, narrowing the gap, Howev-
er, State-level patterns remained
uneven. In the analysis that fol-
lows, BJP and Congress are used
throughout but it implies support
elther for the party alone or the
party plus its aliance - depending
on how they contested (Table 2).
In Bihar, the BJP’s support
among Dalits surged in 2019 be-
fore declining in 2024, while the
Congress rebounded over the
same period. In Uttar Pradesh,
support among the Dalits stayed
relatively stable for the BJP, but the

M e

g closely
with leads alternating between the
ke .ll'mi:hand,ameilm:~
tions. Ha s ur
unklma";md markedly to-
wards the Congress in the most
recent elections. In West Bengal,
the BJP's 2019 gains were partly re-

Haryana witnessed swllgl: the
Congress led in 2014, but by 2024,
the BJP made gains, though the

3
:
£
&

political analyst. VlbhaAm_-l_kam

Shifting
patterns

The dita Jor the tabies
were sourced from
various Lok Sabha and
State Assembdy eloction
studies conducied by the
Loknti-LSDS

The figures for all the sables
ove i %

Lok Sabha | WIM NOA | Congress | Clingme

| | allim

TABLE 3: Hndu Dalit votng patteens in the last
twao State Assomaly olections. Figuras in %

Elections LS Cangress
3 INDIA/MGE
; = wme | 0 E
. = - 08 | @ n
2006 | v || = ? B | Aeac L 3
2009 2 3 |1 Y 7 0| e Ll 4
2014 2| & | 2 1= 1 ) ‘.‘h 010 v
2019 | 7 | 4 ) 3 P Prace as | % *
2024 n| 5 | % | 1) R | Rejasth A L -
w3 | @ 7]
TABLE 2: Statewwise Mindu Dait votes for 829 and Congress in LS polls 2017 ) 5
002 | 4« n
e I 2008 | 2004 DRHIEY 2000 2024 | 2018 b3 «
Bihar w0 | m “
Uttar Pragesh | 23 7 5 3 3 38 2014 | %
-~ e Haryana
M.P. a3 1] 2 a2 50 36 2024 40 Q2
a a3 37 | s | 51| w0 | 2% s
== Dethl
Chhattisgarh | 38 61 s | 2| | @ ws | 15 s
Gujarat 3 0 3 s | o | a6 Himachsl wir | 41 “
Haryama 19 51 25 1 25 &7 Pradesh 022 M 3
owihl_ n | = THENENEN 019 | 3 £
Mirmachal 1 0 1 0 32 a4 2024 39 ¥
Iharkhand a7 | s 1 | w | a | e PR I B u
Uttarakhand a2 N “ 3 | 5 64 w2 L &
Assam % | u o [ 1] v | n : we | 7 19
West Bengal 2 il a8 [ 4 2 un | n "
w6 | 0 PT)
Odcisha i 35 46 42 | 1 it Samcnd . :

Karmataks i 4 1 az | oar | e T I
5 20 5 24 | 20 | 36 | a5 A 2018 | 3T st
Other parties who recefved signficant Dailt vores, but not included In the o D f‘
tabe aew: Bibar-JO(U) {20% in 2014), Haryone- INLG {17% in 2014): Delf- | _ 2018 4 )
AR (42% it 2014, 229% in JO19); Jhavkhand-JVN {24% in 2014), Odisha o 2023 3 ™

BUD{38% In 2014, 53% In 2019, 33%W, in 2024}, Uttar Pradesh SF (&% and
BEO G20 i 2014, SPBSPARLD-G2% in 2019), West Bengat AITC (41% in
2014, 37% in 2029, 39% In 2024), Left Front [26% in 2014, 6% In 2010, 9%
I 2024, Telangana TRS (30% m 2014, 51% In 2019, and BRS-21% in 2024}

The table dows mot include parties, from ather afiances
than the anes eentionsd abows, iwon if they recalwidd!
sigaficant vooes i the slections




Category

Scheduled
Castes (SC)

Scheduled
Tribes (ST)

Other
Backward
Classes (OBC)

General /
Unreserved

% of Total
Population

16.6%

8.6%

~40-45%
(est.)

~30-35%
(est.)

Approx
Population
(2011 Census
Base: 121 Cr)

~20.1 Crore

~10.4 Crore

~49-54 Crore
(est.)

~36—42 Crore
(est.)

Approx
Population

(2024 Est. Base:

142 Cr)

~23.5 Crore

~12.2 Crore

~57—64 Crore
(est.)

~43—-49 Crore
(est.)

Remarks

Official Census
2011 data

Official Census
2011 data

Based on Mandal
& survey
estimates

Residual estimate



¥ Highest SC Population States (2011)

Rank

¥ Highest ST Population States (2011)

Rank

State

Punjab

Himachal Pradesh

West Bengal

Uttar Pradesh

State

Mizoram

Lakshadweep

Meghalaya

Madhya Pradesh

SC %

~31.9%

~25%

~23%

Highest in absolute numbers

ST%

~94%

~94%

~86%

Highest in absolute numbers
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TABLE 1: Hindu Dalit votes for BJP and Congress in Lok Sabha elections

Lok Sabha BJP Congress | Congress
Elections allies allies

1996 14 1 15 34 - 34
1998 14 7 21 28 1 29
1999 14 i | 25 30 9 35
2004 12 12 24 26 9 35
2009 12 3 15 27 7 34
2014 24 6 30 19 1 20
2019 34 7 41 20 6 26
2024 31 5 36 19 13 32




TABLE 3: Hindu Dalit voting patterns in the last
two State Assembly elections. Figures in %
TABLE 2: State-wise Hindu Dalit votes for BJP and Congress in LS polls | vearof [BBUBIN| congress/
Election NDA INDIA/MGB
BJP/NDA Congress/UPA/INDIA | g 2020 | 33 3
nar
: 2025 60 28
- o oiiee 2017 21 8
Bihar 43 86 60 | 5 40 s | pradesh 05 28
Uttar Pradesh 23 27 25 2 3 38 "| Madhya 2018 34 48
- d h -
M.P. 43 38 53 | 4 | 50 | 36 A as L 2
[ ) 2018 34 38
Rajasthan 44 43 37 44 51 46 Ll 2023 | 3 a8
Chhattisgarh 38 61 58 42 27 42 Gujarat o . >
2022 44 32
Gujarat 35 28 54 50 66 46 | I B
Chhattisgarh
Haryana 19 51 25 39 25 67 2023 39 48
Delhi 2 43 49 18 20 48 i o
Himachal 31 65 31 63 32 64 » 2020 26
De!
Jharkhand 37 50 29 10 41 69 s
Himachal 2017 47 48
2019 | 35 36
Assam 84 51 69 16 7 11 aridas e E =
West Bengal 22 61 48 8 4 2
2017 37 23
Odisha 17 35 46 42 8 16 Utarmkhand: 6% 26 47
Karnataka 37 44 31 42 47 66 s e 0 =
2021 72 14
Telangana 20 6 24 20 36 45 2016 1 43
) y West Bengal
Other parties who received significant Dalit votes, but not included in the 202l | 33 S
table are: Bihar-JD(U) (20% in 2014), Haryana-INLD (17% in 2014); Delhi- ranla ol W Sk
AAP (42% in 2014, 22% in 2019); Jharkhand-JVM (24% in 2014), Odisha- W02 | B 63
BJD(38% in 2014, 53% in 2019, 38% in 2024), Uttar Pradesh-SP (6% and Telangana | ———— =
BSP-62% in 2014, SP+BSP+RLD-62% in 2019), West Bengal-AITC (41% in 2023 8 38
2014, 27% in 2019, 39% in 2024), Left Front (26% in 2014, 6% in 2019, 9% The table does not include parties, from other alliances
in 2024), Telangana-TRS (30% in 2014, 51% in 2019, and BRS-21% in 2024) than the.ones mentioned above, even if they neceived
significant votes in the elections




Tiwsibvy. March ), 2036
s

Feomn PPage

O

West Asia war escalates,
spikes oll, strands flyers

Tha lksiaky ul oy

arlaba, '\l- Atk oof 1 brankny
3

ck of any nmumu axit plun indicwtod oy 0on:

1ot wonld S ANYTINe KOON WVen w
s pledged 1o holp stop Tranien mssailes wnd
o i b TP rtad Yivan e wile of the

wlwin Supr
b

"
W Laender dled on Monday aftor soce

e
il e i s &

eug e reghon 1Ko
Arab stute
Tor gobal energ

=

L AT Ltnllln LA
DA Trump tld CAN on
n han loag dirvatened, if o

v |h- Tow or e
. ALLOE thewn Cume ulnﬁlb

WonDIs wamaied .«-mm'thu m-rl-.
7o, It b

bes oy K.«-m!nv Mlad Kivatmia

This war with

ks, (0
ar, targeng i, the
rude ol cruckal

wrack on MM:I'V. ven ws I lvl nlk' 'M
4

peraon

HOr MINILeY sl i post

:
Sk e R ibedl mn A-Inu worbaer Ths UAK bl 1o
guriad dvatiusof thraa forelgn nadonals

AV

India, Canada ink
deal on uranium

0 Priday, M1, Cariwy, Who spent (e weskend ()
MU, (Mt @ WATERent supporting the L% s
Iik-l on Aran.

| m;: lnu Cunadian Prime Miniser

Made i
Audly wver

Now Daihi'a cancacnn tha tiw um».n.n Ty

st b B bons g viokent Al
i

tlonat
L

e
Quotedd it el

-l-m w

Wi
wmullmmn Saecrenit

schudiatiund loadwin, and
ul Il\lﬂm OVETTINGIN Ok nky ire llmMn

bl i

o -mu«l uynu llul Iln

Canabian u-uuuy At ligorion K

g Ly (s RVARNINNE OF [V friaan
chal ndlan conmuliste n vmwuw- "

l'll’ le' I(llllvl‘ Co, SOt 10 g 1o trial thiks

WAk Wbt e Toory

iy B Ko wikd Indin

et wkl mwl- Vi goes

wh bl est

Mmlmv of tix
"

Russian oil imports
at 44-month low in

January as share of
Gulf countries rises

Mantsav i
MW BRLME

ndlia continued its srategy
4‘( rteducing Mussan ofl .
e and s

»
Latot ifickal ara
thaum, witl Wmsta's .h..

L O R e T
10 b “um 20% l(- the mll
T i E
An analysis of { 1w Anvast
roMoinary dats from the
natry ol Commprcs aned
Inchu )r .hm that ondie
100 bilhon
" s

T of esutn ol
wia In Tamiary 2036,
W Tt foadin woned
N TRV S e
B e e T
AT sy (e S

v
Al Wik 27X LW il
mlllﬂ. and B I May

whu» 1 Ll baw mala -
tainwd that Ie decides on it

b il il

i) o
Bven ar it dowered ol

[ 50)

Wl Trom Kisda, Hiudia
wlhar et supply levels
ok the Gull ull‘lll’lﬂl o
ks Incemmsed o

ot 10,152 of Imllq . ull

" e o

canme
e ey
The  UAK  ave
anothier 10.4%
Linpora o January, o
Arubia aaw Its haro of
i Jubige (o
ALY 2020, (ho
m.hum It ha an Mnce
AT JORY. Kirwnkt e shacw

"
Lantiice s WokT AR wp-
o il Trantns wll o Shwse
R TR

Modi speaks to Saudi Crown
Prlnce. Jordan Bahrain Kings

et Hest rwummhm ol Pk

| preace and it

st the back-
('I‘ nl “N. widun-
I Weost

Voo 1M MUDIAEE aloo

artack on Saudi t\mhm and Bahwakn

IndiGo to fly 10 relief
flights from Saudi for
stranded passengers

calls for

skt Highi i
v Ll s omion,

Trmenbay oo faeibiane
POIUIT O BANG0d piaee
Rl M

i L b il
ot PG> 01 Tuendiay Abw

A
(o

'a Wik Taraae

wpoke to King u Al
of ordan wid conveyd
jesat

W o a4

M M
for  the

wvas e et rebian v
Wity of the U5 baraed vy
l - "

'hlnknl i

o tan

Oman. The

o ¥ it

"y acks o0 Bahraln  and  an todin sailon aboard ol

earflost resaoration of re- wuands in wmd\uly:ﬂh Illb tanker MKO Vo had
1 it

ruuml peace A atabitiny
»

dhond.

ST mbasey 18 In clove
woardinmion with (he local
authoriths 10 Ommn 1o i

i,
in tebephonic

convarmion with the King
of lunl.m X

wuum—n vmh he Crown
Prinee
1 ks bl

[ o mpESI JOr g

for
by ol L1k S bobag

i i iy » PR 0 e

e AIERCUR Gowe,™ ME of e peopde of fosdan, tonding all possible assis

Mmlluuhl, UL m  for l-lm-u mnce In thix mnn-u o
B ANOT st e Chiv vllan ket

of U Inadian cone
LY e Jordan n this dif-
fleult hour®
THe CONVIRALIOns Cilne

W
Prdime MIRar sand o

“productive  relephone
CORVErRation with (h King

oimelaln Tisd ar
nounced 0 MOmIKy sher
Hoon thit MAL Vawm tad

. o s
A, Opevaring uia fighta  Muscar drarting TusedaY,

From virlous ndian cittes.  with scheduled scrvices 1o

- The United Aral K Duthl, Kb, Kodhikiosde

drnm airibe wenipes | PALOR" VL avianion reiln-  Mangalur, Mumbal and
o However,

whsa wnnonnced  “ex. Tiruchirappalll
I I wgrivabivne b Walivain,

Bsns 1 By e g lonive e
e Quiur. Suud Are
o

R et
Lt ds, Bistday
Mondh chidliw

pital ervanyemany
e Dok e 10 Gacilinate

ll. Of the Cabinet Comnui- ubllﬂ! Jh‘l ll
e on Security o |hc moverwnt of stranded Gl region on
COUNIrY ' Ighiost duckson- | passsniers. Allnes aro de- lowing ano umunumuu

miking Bloyirug adeiionil cupacicy
A

whive reuleed and

y on aecurity on Hunday, Forelen cir
al s g

dlnnlll- CI(MN wuh la

The mwering wvl-wud
the enni Wast Asia
Wi vkl T

b W bbb
»dby Dhaleniee MIALOE K
DT e, Flome Minkes
AN XNAL, Btarnal Aftal
AN . fatstankur, sl
Finonce Minimer Nirmal
tharmman

Ll Ak

16 Wekl Axla dwivices Bl

vl Tiwsday midnight, bur it
CaIvil Aviatkon Fonined ot of e Koo

Mammotun Nat and wll

wih St

210 Wnd B und Canisda Fom Monday.

i ter |
din Al
i

Attack on tankers amid escalating Israel-Iran
war raises alarm over Indian seafarers’ safety
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Khamenei killing: protests
rock J&K for a second day
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Indian warships on standby
for humanitarian operations

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

India is closely monitoring
the evolving security situa-
tion in parts of West Asia
following the recent escala-
tion of tensions, with In-
dian Navy ships deployed
in the region under Opera-
tion Sankalp placed on
standby for possible hu-
manitarian assistance and
disaster relief (HADR)
operations.

A senior defence official
on Monday confirmed that
developments are being
tracked closely and up-
dates are being shared
with the concerned de-
partments for further
direction.

“Under Operation San-
kalp, two Indian Navy
ships [a frigate and a des-

Ready to assist: NS Surat, as part of a regional maritime security

engagement, is currently in Bahrain. @INDIANNAVY X

troyer] are already de-
ployed in the Gulf of Aden
and the Gulf of Oman.
They have been deployed
for anti-piracy operations
and the safety of merchant
vessels since 2019. If re-
quired, these ships could
be utilised for HADR oper-
ations. The Navy has prior
experience in such mis-
sions,” the official said.

The deployment under
Operation Sankalp was in-
itiated to safeguard Indian-
flagged vessels and ensure
maritime security in the re-
gion amid rising threats to
commercial shipping.

The official also stated
that INS Surat is currently
in Bahrain as part of a re-
gional maritime security
engagement.

A ND-NDE



Operation Name

Location

Key Details

Significance

2016

2018

2018

2019—-
Present

2020

2020

2021

2021

Operation Sankat
Mochan

Operation Samudra
Maitri

Operation Nistar

Operation Sankalp

Operation Vanilla

Mission Sagar (1)

Mission Sagar-Il & IlI

Operation Devi Shakti

South Sudan (Juba)

Indonesia

Yemen (Socotra Island)

Gulf of Oman & Strait of
Hormuz

Madagascar

Maldives, Mauritius,
Seychelles,
Madagascar, Comoros

Indian Ocean Region

Afghanistan

Evacuation

Disaster
Relief

Evacuation

Maritime
Security /
HADR
standby

Cyclone
Relief

COVID-19
Relief

COVID Aid

Evacuation

Evacuated ~600 Indians during
civil war violence

Relief after Sulawesi
earthquake & tsunami

Evacuated Indians after
cyclone Mekunu

Protection of Indian-flagged
vessels amid Iran tensions

Relief materials after Cyclone
Diane

Supplied medicines & food aid

Medical teams, vaccines,
oxygen supplies

Evacuated Indians & Afghan
partners after Taliban takeover

Demonstrated rapid
air evacuation
capability

Strengthened India-
ASEAN humanitarian
ties

Indian Navy HADR
capability

Ensured energy &
trade security

SAGAR doctrine in
action

Regional leadership
during pandemic

Vaccine diplomacy

Strategic evacuation
under crisis



2022

2023

2023

2023

2024

2024

2025

Operation Ganga

Operation Dost

Operation Kaveri

Operation Ajay

Operation Indravati

HADR Mission to
Myanmar

West Asia HADR
Standby (Operation
Sankalp extension)

Ukraine

Turkiye & Syria

Sudan

Israel

Haiti

Myanmar

Gulf Region

Evacuation

Earthquake
Relief

Evacuation

Evacuation

Evacuation

Cyclone
Relief

HADR /
Maritime
Security

Evacuated ~22,500 Indians
during Russia-Ukraine war

NDRF teams, field hospital,
medical aid

Evacuated ~4,000 Indians
during Sudan conflict

Brought back Indians amid
Israel-Hamas conflict

Evacuated Indian nationals
amid gang violence

Relief after severe cyclone

Indian Navy ships on standby
amid regional tensions

Largest evacuation in
recent years

Quick global disaster
response

Multi-modal
evacuation (air & sea)

Civilian evacuation
amid war

Caribbean evacuation
operation

ASEAN humanitarian
outreach

Protecting Indian
diaspora & trade



i Immediate Context — West Asia Security Situation

e India is closely monitoring the evolving security situation in West Asia amid rising tensions.
WRd ufeaw gfernn & 9@ d41d & g JRa R&fd iR Tt TR 3 |8

e Indian Navy ships under Operation Sankalp are placed on standby for possible Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) operations.
TR Hhed b dgd HRATT FIAAT &b SgTs JTfdd AT JER—IdT Td 3mger Agd (HADR) 3rfiamt & fa
IR @MY gl

e Objective: Safeguard Indian-flagged vessels and ensure maritime security.

3ERY: VRART &7 dTel STETSil ab! JR&I 3R JHgT Al o 38T

& Deployment Details
o Two ships (a frigate and a destroyer) are deployed in the Gulf of Aden and Gulf of Oman.
s fibile 3R U faeddes STgrst 3ie &) @et 3R 3iuT= &) @ret & d41d 21
e These ships have been conducting anti-piracy operations since 2019.
A FTETS 2019 & TGt st faedt 3T Tar R €|

o INS Surat is currently stationed in Bahrain under regional maritime security engagement.

METACH JRd ddHH H &I TG JR&M &I &b dgd 984 A a41d &



&) Operation Sankalp — Background

Launched in 2019 after attacks on oil tankers near the Strait of Hormuz.

2019 ® g1 STASHEHET & URT dd b3l UR gHdl & d1g Q& fdsar |

Focus: Protection of Indian merchant vessels in the Persian Gulf region.

BIh: BRY Bl TSt 8 A HRATT ATITRE STETS &bt JR&f|

Part of India’s larger maritime security doctrine in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

Ig féc HERTR 87 (I0R) & WRd Y QTuds Jqg! JR&f Aifd &1 i &1

. Geographical Significance

Gulf of Aden connects Arabian Sea to the Red Sea via Bab-el-Mandeb Strait.

31 I TSt 3RT TR B! Al ATR A I1d-UdA-Hed TASHEHE] &b HIEIH T Figdl 8|

Strait of Hormuz is a critical chokepoint for global oil trade (~20% of world oil passes).
g1 STeH™HET dfedd dd TIR BT HE@YUT AT & (T 20% dd J&l I eRAT &) |
Instability in West Asia directly impacts India’s energy security.

gfedH QeI &l 31@IRAT WRd @l 31 JR&M B! e yTfdd dt &



& Humanitarian & Strategic Dimensions
e Indian Navy has strong HADR track record (e.g., evacuation operations in Yemen, tsunami relief,

cyclone relief).
YR 141 &1 A4 TeRIar Sihiarl ® Aoigd Rebpis & (IA AR, I Jgd, Thard Jerdan) |

o Deployment signals India’s commitment to “Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR)"

doctrine.

Ig Aardt “JR” fAgid &b ufd WRd &Y wfdagar ceifdt 21

» Demonstrates India’s capability as a net security provider in the region.

IUE VIR &1 83 H “Ac fHaRNRe! TargesR” & AT ot gIfdT g1

L Political & Economic Implications
e Ensures confidence of Indian shipping and trade companies.
YRART @TTRes deufail 3R f2Ifa 3ei o1 faeary §-Te 3@dr &1

e Protects remittances and diaspora interests in Gulf countries.

el qoff B WRd wanfaay 3k 39! eIl ot JRem JfAfedd a8l

o Strengthens India’s defence diplomacy with Gulf nations like Bahrain and Oman.

&1 3R 3T AR geif & J1 8 BeAld B Holgd HRdl gl



Consider the following statements:

1. Operation Sankalp was launched to protect Indian merchant vessels in West Asia.

2. Strait of Hormuz is a major global oil transit chokepoint.

3. Indian Navy ships deployed under Operation Sankalp are primarily engaged in nuclear deterrence
missions.

4. The Gulf of Aden connects the Arabian Sea to the Red Sea.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2 and 4 only
B. 1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2 3and 4
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SC to look into feasibility of
NAT for blood transfusion

Petitioner says safe blood transfusion is a fundamental part of right to life under Article 21
of the Constitution; Bench asks petitioner to file affidavit on whether State hospitals use NAT

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

has decided to look

into whether blood
banks should compulsorily
conduct Nucleic Acid Test
(NAT) for identification of
diseases.

NAT is a highly sensitive
molecular technique that
detects the genetic mate-
rial for viruses such as HIV,
Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C
in the blood.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant and
Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and Vipul M. Pancholi
asked advocate A. Velan,
counsel for petitioner-NGO
Sarvesham Mangalam
Foundation, about the
cost-effectiveness of NAT
compared with the more
commonly used Enzyme-
Linked Immunosorbent
Assay (ELISA) test.

The Chief Justice ques-
tioned if all the States
could afford NAT in go-
vernment blood banks and
hospitals. Mr. Velan said
the costs were compara-
tively low for NAT.

“Delhi can afford it. In
States who are struggling
hard to pay the salaries of
their employees or unable

NAT is a highly sensitive molecular technigue that detects genetic
material for viruses such as HIV, in the blood. REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

to pay their electricity
charges... would this be
another financial burden
on them?" the Bench
asked.

The court asked the pe-
titioner to research more
on whether State hospitals
use NAT, if so, in how many
hospitals and in what
States. The Bench asked
the petitioner to file an affi-
davit with these details and
posted the case for further
hearing on March 13.

The petitioner argued
that the right to safe blood
transfusion was a funda-
mental part of the right to
life under Article 21 of the

Constitution. In addition,
the plea drew the court’s
attention to NAT as a me-
chanism to ensure the sup-
ply of safe and infection-
free blood to recipients.

‘Preventable tragedies’
The petitioner highlighted
the case of Thalassemia pa-
tients who require fre-
quent blood transfusion
and were vulnerable to
transfusion of infected
blood. The petition de-
scribed such medical mis-
haps as “preventable
tragedies”.
“Thalassemia is an inhe-
rited blood disorder which

is caused by the body’s in-
ability to produce enough
haemoglobin, the protein
in red blood cells that tran-
sports oxygen from the
lungs to the tissues and
carbon dioxide to the
lungs. As India is the Tha-
lassemia capital of the
world, there is a need to
strengthen blood safety
practices across the coun-
try...particularly the need
for a standardised test to
screen blood donations,”
the petition noted.

The case takes signifi-
cance in the background of
the reported case of at
least six children found to
be HIV positive in Madhya
Pradesh’s Satna allegedly
due to contaminated blood
transfusions at the district
hospital during treatment
for Thalassaemia in De-
cember 2025.

In October last year, the
family of a seven-year-old
Thalassemia patient had al-
leged that the local blood
bank in Chaibasa, in West
Singhbhum, Jharkhand,
had transfused HIV-infect-
ed blood. During an inqui-
ry, by a medical team, a
few days later, four more
children were found to be
HIV-positive from botched
blood transfusion.



) Core Issue Before the Court
e The Supreme Court has decided to examine whether blood banks should compulsorily conduct
Nucleic Acid Test (NAT) for detecting infections.
Jdfed R T S BT fds T o Al B JBHUT &l UgdH & foig *Yfaeias Tfhs ke (NAT) ifFard
®Y J BAT IIET
e The petition argues that safe blood transfusion is a part of the Right to Life under Article 21 of the

Constitution.

IifddsT B adb fqar T & fas JrRferd 3o JhH0T 3edq 21 & d&d sitad & 3fE®R &1 BRI 8|

& What is NAT?
e NAT is a highly sensitive molecular diagnostic technique that detects the genetic material (RNA/DNA)

of viruses.
NAT T 3cid Tdg2Me 3uTfde deb-ids & it arRRY & 3 dferd garef (RNA/DNA) T IdT dmdt 21

e It can detect infections such as HIV, Hepatitis B, and Hepatitis C at an early stage (window period).
Ig Tg3ngdl, 2tersfeq dt 3ik It St dwnfa o1 yRMe TRt (fas) uilRars) ® uar & Jabdt 21

e |t is more sensitive than the commonly used ELISA test, which detects antibodies.

Ig JHTIA: 3TN 11 Tt ELISA Uteror 3 3ifeies Jdeaoite 8, Sit eeidis! &1 udr adT 21



&) Court Proceedings
e The Bench led by Chief Justice Surya Kant asked about the cost-effectiveness of NAT compared to

ELISA.
& =ATaneiter FHebid bl E&IT dTeit Uts A NAT &t dNTd-SHTaRiTerdT UR Ued 51T

o The Court asked whether all States can afford NAT in government blood banks.
AT A YBT fos &1 It I3 TRBRY 3o &bl A NAT @1 R Jdhd &

o Petitioner was directed to file an affidavit detailing which State hospitals use NAT.

ITfabTdhdl ! g fdaror ¢ §q a2z | B aT fAger i T fds fase Il # NAT 3 g1 @1 &

Background & Trigger Events
e The issue gained urgency after reports of children testing HIV-positive allegedly due to contaminated
blood transfusions.
gfSid erd HpHUT A gt b TSNSl HehfHd &1 &bl JeRT &b a1 A8 HeT TR gaml
e [ndia is known as the “Thalassemia capital of the world,” where patients require frequent transfusions.
WRd B “SATHAT B} AT gl ST &, STET AN b)Y IR-IR Iod TS Y T dhdT gidt 2l
e Thalassemia is an inherited blood disorder affecting haemoglobin production.

AT U ATdRId Iad fdBR & S gHiaifad 3cdied B! y9Tfad &l &



L2 Constitutional & Legal Dimension
e Article 21 guarantees protection of life and personal liberty.
3B 21 3ta 3R faiTa Td=ar Bt JRaf ol TRe 3T &
e Supreme Court has previously expanded Article 21 to include right to health and medical care.
Jafed <A A g Wl 37eq 21 & gRR B WReY 3iR fafdscar q@Te & enfie fasar 81
e The case may determine whether safe blood screening is a mandatory public health obligation.

IUE HIHAT ad &R Jhdl & s JRfeid o ira AT TR BT 3fAart gifdc & a1 &l

Economic & Public Health Implications
e NAT is costlier than ELISA but reduces risk of transfusion-transmitted infections.
NAT, ELISA @ HETT €, UR ThHUT P SIGH Y PhH BdT |
e Mandatory NAT may increase financial burden on State hospitals.
NAT 31fFarf 811 IR I3 & 3TdTel WR It det 96 JhdT 2|
e However, prevention reduces long-term treatment costs for HIV/Hepatitis.

Afdp Abem F BT IUTR ATd BH gidl 21



Consider the following statements:

NAT detects viral genetic material directly, reducing the diagnostic window period.
ELISA test is more sensitive than NAT in detecting early-stage infections.

The petition before the Supreme Court links safe blood transfusion to Article 21.

= 0 e

Thalassemia patients require frequent blood transfusions.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 3and 4 only
B.1and 2 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2 3and 4
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Stocks slip, oil, gold rise on war

Nifty faced its most volatile day in eight months with India VIX index up 23.54%; markets plunged 2% on opening on reports

of Iran shutting down the Strait of Hormuz, disrupting about a fifth of the global oil supply before recovering a tad

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

enchmark stock in-
Bdices plunged in

response to U.S.-
Iran conflict  which
dragged NSE Nifty 50
down 1.24% to 24,865.70
and BSE Sensex 30 by 1.3%
to 80,238.85.

The markets plunged
2% in the opening session
following reports of Iran
shutting down the Strait of
Hormuz, disrupting about
a fifth of the global oil sup-
ply before recovering a tad.

Barring Nifty Metal and
Nifty Pharma, all other
NSE sectoral indices slid.

Of the 3,296 stocks trad-
ed on the index, just 651
advanced. BHEL, Hindal-
co. ITC, Sun Pharma and
ONGC gained while Indigo,

Eye of storm: Analysts say the war and subsequent events would

- -

sustain short-term volatility. REUTERS

L&T, Adani Ports, Maruti
Suzuki and Asian Paints
declined. Nifty faced its
most volatile day in eight
months with the India VIX
index— that measures vola-
tility— rising 23.54% to 16.9
points. This is also the fas-

test increase in volatility in
a day since April 7, 2025.
Analysts say the war and
a subsequent event would
sustain short-term volatili-
ty. As long as Nifty 50 and
Sensex 30 stayed above
24,750 and 80,000, the

market may stage a rever-
sal, said Shrikant Chou-
han, head, equity research
at Kotak Securities.

“Any attempt by Iran to
disrupt or close the Strait
of Hormuz (SoH) repre-
sents a key upside risk to
crude oil, refined products
and LNG prices,” chief in-
vestment officer, Axis Mu-
tual Fund Ashis Gupta
wrote in a note

Brent flares

Brent Crude Futures ral-
lied to an almost one-year
high of $79.15. “A sustained
upside in prices will likely
materialise only if oil flows
through the Strait of Hor-
muz remain disrupted for
an extended period, poten-
tially 4-5 weeks as per Pre-
sident Trump’s campaign,”
said Kaynat Chainwala,

AVP Commodity Research.
“If traffic on the strait
improves, price spikes may
prove temporary; if it does
not, supply shock could be
significantly more pro-
nounced,” she said.

Gold glitters

Gold, too, rallied 3% to
$5,409.7 per troy ounce on
the global commodities ex-
change COMEX. “Safe-ha-
ven demand had already
been building on Friday af-
ter China and the U.S. is-
sued evacuation advisories
urging their citizens to
leave Iran and Israel, re-
flecting growing concern
over the expanding con-
flict.... A decisive breakout
to new highs would likely
require a major escalation
wrote Ms. Chainwala in her
research note.



I Immediate Market Reaction
e Benchmark indices declined sharply due to escalating U.S.-Iran tensions.
IMARBT-$I d1d g6 T IHH AR Jadbid dsit J fiiR |
o NSE Nifty 50 fell around 1.24%, and BSE Sensex declined about 1.3%.
QAT fAUET 50 T 1.24% 3R dieas AdT 19 1.3% R

e Markets plunged nearly 2% at opening after reports of Iran potentially shutting the Strait of Hormuz.
S gRI 13T STASHEHEY &g B3 Dl W] &b d1g II5TR Fad &l oI 2% iR 1Y)

e India VIX (volatility index) jumped 23.54%, indicating heightened uncertainty.
gfar dt3msuay 23.54% de, 3t sifAfeddar & gfg gerfdr &1

Why Strait of Hormuz Matters
e Around 20% of global oil supply passes through the Strait of Hormuz.
dfedas At TYfd BT ATHT 20% EIHST STHSHEHET T TERAT £

e ltis a critical chokepoint between the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea.

IUE BRA B! WSt 3R 3RF ATR & & T Agcayqef Iogt Anf 81
e Any disruption raises crude oil, LNG, and refined product prices globally.

A AT 3 A B ad, TS 3R uRspd el & HiFd 9adt &



Oil Market Reaction
e Brent crude futures surged close to a one-year high (~$79/barrel).
dc B ad a1 Uh a9 &b I TR (~79 SieR Ufd o) IR ggan
e Sustained price rise depends on prolonged disruption (4-5 weeks or more).
PiHal A T gfg at gt sTg Faem 4-5 Jg 1 377 3feieh AT deb B
e Temporary spikes may reverse if maritime traffic normalizes.

Al TG ATARITA JTHT & STY dF BiFd a9 iR Jabdt &

LJ Gold as Safe Haven
e Gold rallied about 3% to around $5,409 per troy ounce on COMEX.
BRI TR JHT @THT 3% G982 oI $5,409 fd ¢ 3t gam
e Investors shifted to safe-haven assets amid geopolitical uncertainty.
Y-IsTfde 3rfAfeddadr & Rt fAdere! A JRfera fAder areET o 3k 33 fasa

e Evacuation advisories by U.S. and China increased panic sentiment.

3AReT 3R T B fABRI Ta@TEl A gaiiee 9arg|



) Sectoral Impact in India
» Broad-based selling except select sectors like metals and pharma.
&g 3R B 31 T8 g3 B Blsar Afeawier 41 7 iR
« Energy companies like ONGC benefited from higher crude prices.
gt sht FHatf dafFal &) Ha ad gm J @)
« |Import-dependent sectors (aviation, paints, auto) faced pressure.

smara-fAnfk &4t (fdam, de, 3itel) R gamE|

L2 Economic & Geopolitical Implications
» India imports ~85% of its crude oil needs.
YR 370 e e ! TTHTT 85% NTaTdsAT 3TATd H3dT &
« Rising oil prices can widen current account deficit (CAD).
AT oI g@dt BIFG dTe WA & b1 (CAD) B 93T Jdbdl &l
» Inflationary pressures may rise if fuel prices increase.
S BHA dg A WS qa1d 4G FhaT 2|
» Prolonged escalation may impact global trade and supply chains.

o g dfedas IR 3R TYfd sErensit B yIfdd &R Jabdr 2

& Volatility & Market Psychology
« India VIX measures expected market volatility.
sfean dtanduay asR & Iifaa 3ifeRar &) Aradr 21

« Sharp rise indicates investor fear and hedging activity.

a5 afE fAders) 6t 3meisT 3t 25 nfafafer oifat 21



'New GDP series pushes up
debt ratio substantially

THE REVISED GDP series with
base year 2022-23 raises debt-to-
GDP and fiscal deficit ratios across
FY23-FY27 compared with the
old series. Debt ratios are likely to
increase by 1.4-2.3 percentage
points, while deficits may rise
modestly by 0.1-0.2 points during |
the period. This indicates
recalculated GDP size, making
fiscal indicators appear weaker.

—Prasanta Sahu
New GDP series vs old series Fiscal deficit (% of GDP)
Debt-GDP (%) ¥ Under old series M Under new series
M Under old series M Under new series ® Change
# Change

FY26

. O
0.1 Y
0.1

FY27

FY23 FY24  FY25 FY26 FY27



Word of the day

Trepidation:
a feeling of alarm or dread

Synonymes: worry, unease, panic

Usa g€ She waited with trepidation for the
phone call.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
trepidationpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [trepideifan/

Word of the day

Reticent:
temperamentally disinclined to talk

Synonymes:
restrained, secretive, cautious

Usage: she felt reticent about sharing her
opinion.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/reticentpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [retisant/




V.V. Ramanan

[N

QUESTION 1

How many different
teams prior to Jammu &
Kashmir have won the
Ranji Trophy?

[N

QUESTION 2

Which bowler finished
the season with 60
wickets?

A

QUESTION 3

Which team made it to
the semifinals for the
first time in its history?
A

QUESTION 4

Who won the Plate
Championship for the
2025-26 season by
defeating Manipur by a

¢y AR

massive margin of 568 runs
in the final?

A

QUESTION 5

What remarkable feat did
Arjun Sharma and Mohit
Jhangra of the Services
achieve for the first time in
the 91-year history of the
Ranji Trophy in the match
against Assam?

A

QUESTION 6

The highest individual score
in the 2025-26 Ranji Trophy
season was the 299
recorded by a batter from a
team which made the last
four. Name the batter and
team.

A

QUESTION 7

Who was named
Player-of-the-tournament?

Visual Question:
Name this batter who amassed the most runs this season (950). EMMANUAL YOGINI
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GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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