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Aspect Details

Missile Name RudraM-II

Type Air-to-Surface Missile (ASM)

Developed By
Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO)

User Indian Air Force (IAF)

Test Status Successfully cleared flight trials

Launch Platform Airborne fighter aircraft

Purpose Precision strikes on enemy ground targets

Significance Enhances India's indigenous precision strike capability

Developed At Research Centre Imarat, Hyderabad

Testing Location Monitoring Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur, Odisha

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

Strategic Importance Supports Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence manufacturing



Aspect Details

Missile Name RudraM-II

Type Air-to-Surface Missile (ASM)

Developed By
Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO)

User Indian Air Force (IAF)

Test Status Successfully cleared flight trials

Launch Platform Airborne fighter aircraft

Purpose Precision strikes on enemy ground targets

Significance Enhances India's indigenous precision strike capability

Developed At Research Centre Imarat, Hyderabad

Testing Location Monitoring Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur, Odisha

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

Strategic Importance
Supports Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence 
manufacturing



Laboratory Major Role

Research Centre Imarat (RCI) Lead laboratory

Defence Research & Development Laboratory (DRDL) Missile technologies

High Energy Materials Research Laboratory (HEMRL) Propulsion and explosives

Armament Research & Development Establishment (ARDE) Warhead systems

Integrated Test Range (ITR) Testing and evaluation



Variant Role

RudraM-I Anti-Radiation Missile (Radar destruction)

RudraM-II Air-to-Surface Precision Strike Missile

RudraM-III (under 
development)

Longer-range strike capability













Aspect Details

Announcement Government to gradually replace WPI with PPI

Implementing Agency
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade

Release Date of New Series 15 June

New Base Year 2022–23

Existing Base Year (WPI) 2011–12

Transition Period 5 years

New Indices Introduced Output PPI, Trial Input PPI, Services PPI

Objective
Better measurement of inflation across goods and 
services

International Alignment
Based on IMF recommendations and global best 
practices



Feature WPI (Wholesale Price Index) PPI (Producer Price Index)

Measures Wholesale prices of goods Prices received by producers

Coverage Mainly goods Goods + Services

Input Costs Not included Included

Services Sector Excluded Included

Inflation Analysis Limited More comprehensive

Global Usage Declining Widely used in advanced economies

Policy Relevance Moderate Higher

















Finding Details

Study Title "The Lure of Healthier Smoke"

Published In Journal of Hazardous Materials (May 2026)

Researchers Compared
2 leading tobacco brands and 4 herbal cigarette 
varieties

Herbs Examined
Basil, Clove, Cinnamon, Mint, Green Tea, Water Lily, 
Chamomile

Main Conclusion Herbal cigarettes are not safer than tobacco cigarettes

Most Hazardous Variant Leaf-wrapped herbal cigarettes

Highest Lead Content Basil-filled herbal cigarette

Particle Size Less than 500 nanometers (extremely small)

Health Concern Particles penetrate deep into lungs and bloodstream



Aspect Status

Main Law
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco 
Products Act (COTPA), 2003

Covers Tobacco Products Yes

Covers Herbal Cigarettes Often fall into grey areas

Warning Labels Mandatory for tobacco products

Advertising Restrictions Strong for tobacco

Herbal Product Regulation Comparatively weaker

Concern
Wellness-oriented marketing may 
attract youth



Topic Fact

WHO Full Form World Health Organization

Largest Cause of Preventable Death 
Globally

Tobacco use

Tobacco-related Deaths Worldwide Around 8 million annually

Active Smoking Deaths ~7 million annually

Passive Smoking Deaths ~1.2 million annually

Main Harmful Tobacco Chemicals Nicotine, Tar, Carbon Monoxide

PM2.5 Particles smaller than 2.5 micrometers

ROS Reactive Oxygen Species

Bidi Production
India is one of the world's largest bidi 
producers

Tendu Leaves Widely used in bidi manufacturing
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