Daily Current Affairs

N
momee ¥

op P* 5 g ; HC whip on

o o wde @ 3o e £ 3 )

T et ‘wemitea

bock s A S ooty o na fem bl A s B o ol a4 s ens
oru S, o e 3oifeck Faat o wis dores e o ey o g R e 00 oftowf 25

et = :
Lawlessness, disord
as protesters run ri

"
80 W TN 33 ot YN Pt e e N ey e
0 A 004 016 e e W S 7 e g & e e

eIndianEXPRESS

JOURINALIS M OF COURAGE

AL L SN YD R

€52 new
g sopudatoe Dupter now ey Mod

Donald Trump calls Mc
friend’ lavishes praise or

-

(8 ]

®
i
W

S .

i

i
|
i

H‘jﬁ;i
ad
i

i

it}

-
-

SE e trail NiA
Juckyseanches in TN

THE

SThelndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




5

The Hindu y

1
PIB, PRS & Other

LI ' newspaper

o

The Indian
Express

@, .
U Jansatta

1

Financial
Express



Download class24

v

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ



“Talent gets
noticed:

consistency
pbuilds a
future.”




R

2 DAYS MORE DISCOUNT]

GK & Current Affairs Batch
of Bhunesh Sir!

3,000 71500 Stows

VAol NY20 »

+ Offer valid till January 3rd

Class 24




- = ROADMAP T0 SUCCESS:
GI( GS + CA COMBO (2025- HZB)

Instructor: Bhunesh Sir

o\ 1.6K-GS Recorded frma) 2 CUENLATIITS 3. 50 High Priority

J Course (200+ Hrs) ey El‘:JEnBZUEtChMur 28) Topics Covered

. , e
/ | ' \\_‘ ,
AF Y 1.Current Affairs \ R\ N
> Live Batch
(Jan '25 - Mar '26) ' “

. Suitable for: UPSC, SSC, Banking, lewuy, Defence, etc.

MEW
A8 CODE: NY20

,\




GK- 65 + COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS

" 2025-26 COMBO BATCH
s BY BHUNESH SIR

il SUITABLE FOR UPSC PRELIMS, STATE PCS, SSC (CGL, CHSL, GD),
BANKING, RAILWAY, DEFENCE, EPFO, IB, RRB NTPC,
CET, RAS, AND OTHER SIMILAR EXAMS.

WHAT THIS COMBO INCLUDES # &
-

@ COMPLETE GK-GS COURSE (RECORDED) | {H'
200+ HOURS OF CONTENT

) COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS 2025-26 (LIVE BATCH)
CURRENT AFFAIRS FROM JANUARY 2025 TO MARCH
2026 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS WILL BE COVERED




~
@ CIQSSZA }\I‘:E’::“ oy, Home Exams - CurrentAffairs Buy acourse v  Blog  Scholarship Test ~Test Series ¥ About us

All Categories (current Affairs ELEES LD

Relovant For Exoms By

Complete Current Affairs 2025-26 Batch by Bhunesh sir

Common Exams o
Common Exams

English+Hindi

{© Call Now View Full Course
GK~08 « COMPLETE CURRENT AFTAIRS 2025-26 @

GHERES GE=D Complete Current Affairs 2025-26 & GK GS Complete
gaei e  Course Combo Batch by Bhunesh sir

Common Exams
English+Hindi

View Full Course

GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

COMPLETE
GK/GS

By Greneen L

PRICE Common Exams

English+Hindi



PATURDAY

[T

._-Alu

= HINDU

rouLow Uk

e
pre

Vil N

EORL LU

Inddia by

HEWE 0 PARE 3

N the right to
defend (el Minister

mountain
tunnel
completed

FLAETROMIE FARTS MARUFAE YU

projects under scheme
WURINERS & PAON 11

THE PATE OF ARAVALLIK

An ancient ra
stands battere
by machinery

And the peaple of the
Joothills bear the brunt

WOUND ZIRO ¥ FAGE T

AR on
Royals register a
win over Soorma 1
AFONT ¥ PAGE 14

INSAE
-

U.S. will come to rescue of Iranians: Trump

Officiuly react shurply in Teliran, wintnlog that
thelr forces would retallate against U8, bases

Al Johny

FHENNAL
N Duwakidved T
nakd Teump on i

ay thieatanad to
Aitervone o an el 1ot
Wl fOrcw agalnnt protenters,
drowing switt and

wars B Teanban o
who wimed  that

LG

Centre to relax
open schoollng
norms, back Al

AW
o A 10 1w
g Irarmmaveh,
s bin
v age i s Al
s, el S1raR b bl
O A

WMIUBOL  PAGE &

Proposal (o gra
ST stiatus (0 more
wibes opposed

wANATE
The Cooetinatin
i

Camminee.
ar

“gal® reane
A Gt 0F M)
WY ATALAE B A ORI Dt
[Tt —————

MALAR, MO(M, Tl Al
Fron (it A

Land policy on
scquisition not
belng changed'

i pwn Al 4
IVRIOT RN 10 Fos iy

AU Oy, BARE &

Cong. alleges

Athul
MHOIAL

10 MAGhYH Fradusht Coo
reve has ulleged tha
VA pwopbe

T afte delokiing
Bt wate
i Hdore 1 g

POCATion ML), svain as
WPl MLk e e
mantined e ol
doath 1ol w v, iclhiding
W woman whe divd on
Vriday.
Lot o1 ridbay nhiehi, fol
Nirwhig 4 Whale wiebe review

" ithtala
A nl umuhlwll he IML

Cni s we, s i Co
[ Callid TaF ASCOUREE
HINY und sction 1o be
b agatar Al
nu]ml\l'hll/
e
b gl
»

thiwe

will i

=t 1ean ahoote and vio-
Tently kills pancana peotos
Lok, WIMCH b Lhodi Cumton,
U Lt stuton ¢
on will comu 1o thel
. We are lodml ol
lvuu e o g,

W

v
Canihe Al A L Wl o
va oy poor bconomic
omBlona b tan e

andily o Fhreday. with

wws ageney sall s

five groaple  wie
iy claabvos, (chunting

i by
Jarusdl GiNCials and DRk
Trum, what bas bess o
i s bubins v ncurtan 14

o L, Ge-

st
wowis
Proteating

W ors
ind the Ketiona of Warap
Uve Actors, al

T
in

teeterence i thiv iernsl

marter would m«-u\ dwata

Ditlgi gt tire region

it A lea's
fomd.

o '
Hawilay b ToREan Wi
shwpkiapors downied -
Twin s 4l all

Vilep of tha Al Irankan o

WA Interference would destabilise the replon
and destray American Interests, they adds

JRIe

11 Trian [shesotnl il viedes
Wl Pl e,
WIS oI s,
s F Arvorien will o i

Iy

e e

ONALIEEMUMI, LI Syonlibin

" lhhnu-vmhmt

LR T T e O RN [T A T
Wl et

Tusdgedd e seanmie poes
Aire and - promised o
Vdroww thidr grieyancan
Bt proswam wpraud across
the o Woling

ly

e, Whaen - slale
doiwdla i ttials dulited
I

1y, Phrs swws
Ageicy Toporisd thot (We

oo 1 the city of Lovdepan

and thires i Asna
On Monday, Messad, the
Inraoll gy uganicy, wrote
ochel madhe in Farsl en
i "

S —
The b
e e

s
onsian) Wi,
Wi are With you, Not only

Ty W e wiih o |

10t ey o el
vailatorally pulled
ot SO T

1«m deal uml retmposed
wanctlons on Telwan, Iy

lullwll I
the ek
. \

ol
g Fardii b, (Yo
oW ACACKS AL TN

wartier woek  after
awoting tarasll Feme Mi-
Bar Donfimin Netanya-

B dn Floridu I
phoniabien hallisti
el rebully it chiar pro-
n N e w-hw 1
ke |
wiwillcaln
o e Truing v.-l
RALd o Dot 5 in

o re
hn

Y

Momsined epes Iranians to take to the streets by
assuring them they were with them in the field

O T
L anneh ATGHMAMERY 10 L
K ANy ervendng hand
APPIOACINgG BATS Kecurt
undor oy  will
LR R ey
that nduces regrer (s
PRAAL Sy b
I

o W,

il rospond milicar
ugher G

Ameican
ke 1N QAtAr on June 23
before o consefire. Since
then,

| boved Iy
i wiorkd alles AU 3
dan, wccording 1o e
ik T 1l has
LOAT GO%. OF It value klines

Jalne y with
M. Motanyabii. The U
Prauddunt's lntess threm of
Intervention In fran over
the protess crackitown has

o a bt
™

W o
-lnml-l v T
War ol s adhveniia b

They aboaibd b mindial of
e soldbors’ safuty,” sakl
N L Al shamibda
1l Clam wide of Supreme

|
Dt Sgeakor of Burtiammant,
Taicl A Statarment Anying
Thrar woukd revpond il
A iky Lo any LS, ateacks.
'Mhe disrespactiul Pro
il

i
e entire Tl
Tophtinate angia (e s b
PotgRAey T ARy Potanial

ltple althn, dran's Dotale  initiadly  scknow peophs ware killed) i <lush. froen i dintunce and verbal the June war, atverr b, he skl
Winter vell Pakistanjails | Centre orders X to
‘nalist
e or | check use of Grok
2023 violence to morph hnages

T e e T

et nckdent it oo
caurred In Bhagiiathpucs
dus W contuminated

Arinking wate. Skt deck-
g taken in
Th o

wlans
e vopnenl
e A

i biv-ubuna e Kaig o
g Kngineor of PHIC Man-
oy Wl vastava Tuave Do
Maspeiad.  IUOTONA
B alvo beon ghven 10 1o
v indore - Municipul
COrpOruTon Comminson:
o Dilip | Kumar Yedwv.!

Mibibetor Yaskay wabid

e ;
WA adindeation i
the Mate Howlth Dupar
ment wald thAe R peoph,
I aliovw 40 yaare of dde,
o tlod »o far In “hll.\
rﬂ'h“ e e water e
il

Eolanne plights | o:
Mnaprathonira, i

e e

Veroa Iater upu.w.u m-
Awalhy 1ol fo fve, =
DO TR Ilw h
e on e bosis of medi -
Al o o and s Gar
five duathn hiave oceurrud

AW Tave Al Conatitae
oA Of Avilor docton
Wil aealysn e

s Which wory
rwceived from other sourc
aa duich as public represen
tativer or medin and thorn
e will gl Our /vl
o

yesterday, JOL pooprle Wi
admimid; today, nitw more
people Beon webiy

fodd, and the tmumiber i n
won 10

Dalayedd vospinas
a

Tovlew

n-um(. Vo
had \hl—sl»d Ml Naondyas

oo 0

"
daparument, and

Show cmme notios uesinse
Me. Vidav,

who had

o Avi Uty
facudd Accusationi of sl
e Wk L & Glew wated
Aupply Wne for ih
purn following rewid
plainis of duty wnlul,
plaints of dirty water
o w

IALAMARAD

A COut i MaKIsans capl
Wl sienced miven per
i, Including e Jour
nalinte, two Yourubers and
owi retired army ofces,
My T st
Velday, after  convicting
[ e g vinberies

onure

e
W Abbas
Rowticed the vardict i il
b

None of the wccumed
ot i

s 15 deaths in Indore as official toll stands at 5

HOW. TG e why The e
Joct for u o aupply tne
winn adlded 1w nooe et
In Novwmibiar 2034, i thw

endee wie ed In Au-

e ATAN R
affhlal

Ordur WAL ME HAoniva,
i Frdonh Maki
Ia Congrem's chief Ny
Bourial termed thi States
Hotw Vo inere cover g
T v e 1 by
wet the accimed
e 14
e v

o0
P Lo T e )
awn departmnental i
(or and the cny's mayor”
Wl wadd, wdding thae tie
tranufor of one ofbcial s
i 1o A aueonn
Bty Bt

WEW

The Iy of Kl i

Al Igormaton Techinolo

- mlmuy Wren bl s
“l

i
wned governance el re-
viow? )
whict allvgeilly Han Duven
reponding 1o uer re-
s Lo e o alter

" "
Ton. NIV Nena (LT A
Vily ks Cluatii vt oot
AR v e Maie i o
Uinion Minisae

(LT —

Wiwsd GFOKY ettty
T P

Aliabile acouas, WIIGAIR -
Tay. €0 ail coutant alroady

utos n § wparate artificial
e

w (AR

o
v, Ttk ot
olativly un
fankes, which \ncorporae
w wafieginres that o
P Tuch (v have whed
o thelr  large s
kel
noa e
Xn Char ¢

P il (o

e obiucene vimsals of

women.
The

that
e ¥

Tettor  wakd
- wun

MIICT OOV ul \hm il
Igence obligations.”
rolnting out Uit even
mluhlv the 1T Act, aiw of
" Uiy lepen
-lw-lly bt ponal
Hon " dhe Mintery snld %
wanalid lve venve

n vu-lmm of applicabl
Taw st compliane
withy W i

seribsed under the

compliance with the above
requirgrenta

pwireh Wbty wil ey
Fonall W NEEICT gl o

m- I Act,
" NS, dhe

"aiblur 0 (e day, My
Vit grotied oo thist
i

[
clal prwidla,
Thhe 1 Minksery hadd et
an  adviaor
o all wocknl mudin

phwttrems directig the
1 g tively ol
“hmeane” and - porne
wraphile ™ ‘




U.S. will come to rescue of Iranians: Trump

Officials react sharply in Tehran, warning that
their forces would retaliate against U.S. bases

Stanly Johny
CHENNAI

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump on Fri-

day threatened to
intervene if Iran used leth-
al force against protesters,
drawing swift and angry
responses from Iranian of-
ficials who warned that
American troops and bases
in West Asia would be-
come legitimate targets if
Washington interfered.

“If Iran shoots and vio-
lently kills peaceful protes-
ters, which is their custom,
the United States of Ameri-
ca will come to their res-
cue. We are locked and
loaded and ready to go,”
Mr. Trump wrote in a so-
cial media post.

Mr. Trump’s threat
came at a time when prot-
ests over poor economic
conditions in Iran turned
deadly on Thursday with
multiple casualties. Iran’s

Fars news agency said at
least five people were
killed in clashes, including
one security official.

“With the statements by
Israeli officials and Donald
Trump, what has been go-
ing on behind the scenes is
now clear,” Ali Larijani, Se-
cretary of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council,
wrote on social media in
response to Mr. Trump’s
post. “We distinguish bet-
ween the stance of the
protesting  shopkeepers
and the actions of disrup-
tive actors, and Trump
should know that U.S. in-
terference in this internal
matter would mean desta-
bilizing the entire region
and destroying America’s
interests,” he added.

The protests began last
Sunday in Tehran when
shopkeepers downed shut-
ters over a sharp fall in the
value of the rial. Iranian of-
ficials initially acknow-

U.S. interference would destabilise the region
and destroy American interests, they adds

their rescue

If Iran [shoots] and violently

kills peaceful protesters,
which is their custom, the United
States of America will come to

DONALD TRUMP, U.S. President

Trump must realize that US. intervention

in this internal matter will lead
to destabilizing the entire region and
destroying American interests
ALI LARIJANI, Secretary of Iran’s
Supreme National Security Council

ledged the economic pres-
sure and promised to
address their grievances.
But protests spread across
the country leading to
deadly clashes between
the security personnel and
protesters, whom state
media and officials dubbed
“rioters”.

On Thursday, Fars news
agency reported that two
people were killed in clash-

es in the city of Lordegan
and three in Azna.

On Monday, Mossad, the
Israeli spy agency, wrote
on social media in Farsi en-
couraging Iranians to prot-
est against the
government.

“Go out together into
the streets. The time has
come,” the Mossad wrote.
“We are with you, Not only
from a distance and verbal-

ly. We are with you in the
field.”

Iran’s economy has
faced sustained pressure
ever since Mr. Trump, dur-
ing his first term as Presi-
dent, unilaterally pulled
the U.S. out of the 2015 nu-
clear deal and reimposed
sanctions on Tehran. In
June 2025, Israel bombed
Iran’s nuclear facilities,
triggering a 12-day war bet-
ween the two countries,

The U.S. had joined Is-
rael in striking the nuclear
plants, and Iran retaliated
by attacking an American
base in Qatar on June 23
before a ceasefire. Since
then, Iran’s economic sit-
uation has become worse.

In October, Iran’s food
inflation reached 64.2%,
the second-highest level in
the world after South Su-
dan, according to the
World Bank. The rial has
lost 60% of its value since
the June war.

Mr.  Trump, who
claimed in June that he had
“obliterated” Iran’s nu-
clear facilities, threatened
new attacks against Iran
earlier this week after
meeting Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanya-
hu in Florida. If Iran re-
plenished ballistic missiles
and rebuilt its nuclear pro-
gramme, “we are going to
have no choice but very
quickly to eradicate that
build up,” Mr. Trump had
said on December 29 in a
joint press conference with
Mr. Netanyahu. The U.S.
President’s latest threat of
intervention in Iran over
the protest crackdown has
escalated tensions bet-
ween the two countries.

“The American people
should know - Trump
started this adventurism.
They should be mindful of
their soldiers’ safety,” said
Mr. Larijani. Ali Shamkha-
ni, a close aide of Supreme

Mossad eggs Iranians to take to the streets by
assuring them they were with them in the field

Leader Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei, said any interfering
hand “will be cut off”.
“Iranians know well the
U.S. ‘rescue’ record ~ from
Iraq and Afghanistan to Ga-
za. Any intervening hand
approaching Iran’s securi-
ty under any pretext will
be cut off with a response
that induces regret. Iran’s
national security is a red
line, not material for ad-
venturist tweets,” he said.

‘Will respond militarily’
Mohammad Bagher Ghali-
baf, Speaker of Parliament,
issued a statement saying
Tehran would respond mil-
itarily to any U.S. attacks.
“The disrespectful Pre-
sident of America should
know that with this official
admission, all American
centers and forces across
the entire region will be
legitimate targets for us in
response to any potential
adventurism,” he said.
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Phase (Best -
Worst)

1. Relative
Stability (Best
Phase)

2. Early Stress

3. Recession
Phase

4. Crisis Deepens

5. High Inflation
Trap

6. Structural
Weakness

7. Worst Phase

Time
Period

2016-
2017

2018

2019

2020

2021-
2022

2023-
2024

2025-
2026

Sanctions Status

Sanctions eased after
JCPOA nuclear deal

US withdrew from
JCPOA; sanctions re-
imposed

Maximum pressure
sanctions

Sanctions + COVID-19

Sanctions continue; no
deal revival

Partial oil exports via grey
channels

Sanctions persist +
regional conflict

Key Economic Indicators

e Qil exports I (~2.5 mbpd) ¢ Inflation {,
(~9%) e GDP growth ~12% (oil rebound) e Rial
relatively stable

* Oil exports |, sharply ¢ Rial depreciation
begins e Capital flight > e Investor confidence

v

e GDP contraction ~-7% e Inflation >40% e Qil
exports <0.5 mbpd ¢ Unemployment

e Healthcare stress e Informal economy
expands ¢ Food prices soar ¢ Poverty T

¢ Inflation ~45-50% e Rial loses ~80% value vs
2017 ¢ Youth unemployment

e Shadow trade > ® Subsidy burden 1"
Inequality T

e Inflation ~60-65% e Rial collapsed (~1 USD =
500,000+ rial) ® Public protests ® Food & fuel
shortages

Overall Economic
Condition

Economic
recovery phase

Shock &
uncertainty

Deep recession

Economic &
social distress

Stagflation

Fragile survival
mode

Severe economic
stress (Worst)



Sector
OIl & Gas

Banking

Currency
Inflation
Employment
Public Welfare

Impact

Export restrictions, revenue collapse

Cut off from SWIFT, dollar transactions
blocked

Massive depreciation of lranian Rial
Chronic high inflation
Youth unemployment, informal jobs

Reduced subsidies, protests
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Parties

= Iranian protesters - Islamic Republic

« Anti-government ¢ [E) Police Command
demonstrators - [@] IRGC

* = Monarchists « Il Basij

 Student demonstrators State-sponsored

« Woman, Life, Freedom foreign militia
MOvement » Pro-government

* [l Iranian Green counter-protesters
Movement

Political parties: [show]
Supported by:  [show]

Lead figures

Ali Khamenei
Masoud Pezeshkian
Gholam-Hossein
Mohseni-Eje'i
Ahmad-Reza Radan
Mohammad Pakpour

Number

Over tens of thousands Widespread deployment
(estimated across cities;  (IRGC, Basij, police,

No centralised leadership

largest since 2022) foreign militia; exact
numbers unknown)
Casualties and losses
At least 10 protesters Per Hengaw, Iran
killed, International, and the
hundreds injured or protester's father:
arrested!! No security forces killed.
Kl Per IRGC-affiliated
media:
1 Basij killed,

dozens injured!®!



¢ 1. What happened? | RITg311?
e U.S. President Donald Trump warned Iran that if peaceful protesters are killed, the U.S. may

intervene.

MR Isgufd SHTes ¢ A Adra+t &t fas afg erifdqol ugeiadRa) ot ART 7am aY 3MRET gXd 8 &R Jdhdl
gl

e Trump stated that Iran has a history of violently suppressing protests.
¢ 3 Bl b 3 &1 sfaer wgelHt & f§9® g @ Je1wE 8l

e The warning came amid violent protests due to Iran’'s worsening economic condition.

IE 9 $3M Bt fangdl sifefas fRRAfd & BRoT g¢ f8ae ugeiHt & dta smaml

@ 2. Iranian response | 3 @\ Ufdfssar
e Iran warned of retaliation against U.S. bases if Washington interferes.
I A daraHt ¢t fb MR gxday & &fd A 3mRdY fSwl uR sTardt g7t g
e Ali Larijani stated that U.S. intervention would destabilize West Asia.
il RISTHT A gl fas 3Rt gxa gy ufedd Tl oY 31ReR &= g

e Iran called the protests an internal matter.

I A yeofdl &l 3fidfRes AT a7



¢ 3. Economic background of protests | 31ifef& geyfa

e Iran's economy has been under pressure since the U.S. withdrew from the 2015 nuclear deal.

2015 TRHTY] AHEIIA A 3MR®BT H ged & 915 J ST 31efarazen gaa | gl

e Sanctions reimposed by the U.S. caused inflation and currency collapse.

IRt fddel 3 7S 3R HaT sravwI g3l
e Iran's currency rial lost ~60% of its value since June war period.

57 g b 91 F ST ATl BT eI 60% TaHed g3

@ 4. Role of Israel and Mossad | 33RTSd 3iR HTE &t YfHeT
 Mossad allegedly encouraged protests via Persian social media posts.
HIGTE UR Tired HifsAT & 31RT UgefA) Bl 3hAM BT 3R @717 77|

e |Israel assured Iranian protesters that “We are with you".

SIRTSA 1 YRR & BET—"8H MU I1d &l1”



@ 5. Military escalation context | =1 a1 &1 T

e |srael bombed Iran’s nuclear facilities in June 2025, triggering conflict.

5[ 2025 A gIRIZA 1 $3H &I URATY] Jfaensi iR gHa fobar, (533 Jae F g3
e Iran retaliated by attacking a U.S. base in Qatar.

S 4 Bk H 3ARDT 378 TR gHAT B sTa1d feaTl
o Ceasefire later stopped a 12-day war.

q1g A 12-Eadla g Jgfam 3 S|

€ 6. Iran's Supreme Leader’s warning | 20 & Jdfad AdT &1 ST

e Ayatollah Ali Khamenei warned that any interference is a red line.

3RATqoelT el FTAAS A EXd&T Bl ‘S 184" JdrT|

e He cited U.S. failures in Iraq and Afghanistan.

32 2b 3R MBMAEE § 3mf¥h! fawmadisit &1 garer faar|



Aspect Detalls

Iran Currency  Rial lost ~60% value

Inflation ~64% (World Bank data)
Nuclear Deal JCPOA - 2015
U.S. Exit 2018

War Duration 12 days

Key Countries lran, USA, Israel, Qatar



Consider the following statements regarding Iran protests and U.S. response:

The protests were triggered mainly due to economic distress and sanctions.
The U.S. officially rejoined the JCPOA during these protests.
Iran warned retaliation against U.S. bases in West Asia.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* Options:

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



Centre orders X to
check use of Grok
to morph images

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELII

The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gv on Friday directed so-
ctal media platform X to
undertake a “comprehen-
sive technical, procedural
and governance-level re-
view" of its chatbot Grok,
which allegedly has been
responding to user re-
quests to undress or alter
clothing in women's pho-
tos. Shiv Sena (UBT) MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi raised
an alarm over the issue in a
letter w0 Unlon Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw earlier
in the day.

X did not have an imme
diate response, Grok oper-
ates as a separate artificial

platform, interacting with
users. Elon Musk, X's own-
er, has often praised Grok's
relatively unfiltered res-
ponses, which incorporate
few safeguards that other
Big Tech firms have used
on their lange language
models.

In a fourpage letter to
X’s Chief Compliance Offic-
er for India, the Ministry
stated it has “been ob-
served that [Grok] is being
misused by users to create
fake accounts” to generate
or share obscene visuals of
Women.

The letter said that
“compliance with the IT
Act and the IT Rules, 2021
Is not optional, and that
the statutory exemptions
uncler section 79 of the IT
Act are nal upon
strict observance of due di-
ligence obligations.”

Pointing out that even

Elon Musk has frequently
praised Grok's relatively
unfiltered responses.

disable access, without de-
lay, to all content already
generated or disseminated
in violation of applicable
laws, In strict compliance
with the timelines pre-
scribed under the IT Rules,
2021, without vitiating the
evidence in any manner.”

‘Send report’

By Monday, the firm must
send an actiontaken re-
port in response to these
directions, the letter said.
“It Is reiterated that non-
compliance with the above
requirements  shall  be
viewed seriously and may
result in strict Jegal conse-
quences against your plat-
form, its responsible offic-
ers and the users on the
platform who violate the
law, without any further
notice, under the IT Act,
the IT Rules, the BNSS, the
BNS and other applicable
laws."

Earller in the day, Mr.
Vaishnaw palnted out that
the Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on IT had
recommended a strict law
for obscene content on so-
clal media.

The IT Ministry had sent
an advisory earlier this
week to all social media
platforms



e The Union Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) directed social media
platform X to conduct a comprehensive technical and governance-level review of Grok.
g sAdgaT Td a1 Waifiidst HATed (MeitY) 3 Tierd HifSar WewiH X &Y 339db dedic Grok bt
ddbAtd! Qd a8 TR @i AT JHIET BT fAder &

e The action followed allegations that Grok was used to undress or alter images of women.

IE PBcH 39 RIYT & 91 3IoTAT AT fb Grok &1 3UANT AfEAT3N Bl d&iR] Bl 312dTd ®U A 9 &b few
fpaT ST IET 81

¢ 2. Why did the government intervene? | SR®bR A 38T R fbAT?

« A Member of Parliament raised an official complaint regarding misuse of Al tools.

T JiG A Al o & gBIANT B dh 3uaiRes fordbrd &3t BRrs|

e The ministry observed that Grok was being misused to create fake accounts and obscene visuals

of women.

HATAT 2 U1 fb Grok &1 3UANT Wil 3Tb13e a1 3R AfEA13il 61 srufasiae dl’ daR &1 A gl WET &l



¢ 3. Legal framework involved | Tl aidm

e Compliance with the IT Act and IT Rules, 2021 is mandatory, not optional.
anget AtfeifAam 3iik gt fAam, 2021 &1 uTe 3ifFar g, dafead gl

e Section 79 of the IT Act provides intermediary exemption, but only with strict due diligence.
Tl ATEfTIH Y eRT 79 Heawell Bt FR&T Aot 8, Afdd Pl 5o ffastar 2raf & @

e Content violating law must be removed or disabled without delay.

BT BT IeH e B dTedt AU bt a1 &8 germr a1 fAfsha w=ar sifFard &1

¢ 4. Directions issued to X | X &1 feu e fader
e X must remove or disable illegal content immediately.
X P 3rdel YT qid §eTH1 AT &l Bt gt
e The platform must preserve evidence while taking action.

BRATE BId Y Td JRI&d IBAT 3fFarf gl

e X must submit an action-taken report within the stipulated timeline.

X ! fAeiRa I A BRarg RAiE gxqd Bt gt



¢ 5. Consequences of non-compliance | 3/ UTe 7 &34 & IR

e Non-compliance may lead to strict legal action without further notice.
IUTAA 9 B R G471 sifalRe a1 & &8t HTAt FRATS & IHdl el
e Legal action may be taken under:
e ITAct
e IT Rules, 2021
o BNSS (Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita)
e BNS (Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita — Substantive law)

e Other applicable laws

HIaTS IT Act, IT Rules 2021, BNSS, BNS Td 3= @I GBIl & dgd ! 311 Jdbdl 8l

¢ 6. Wider policy context | &mqe +ifd e
o Parliamentary Standing Committee on IT recommended stricter laws for obscene online content.
T 3nset Ifmfd A siAaTe realel AUl UR & BN B f[HBIRe B 8l

e Government recently issued an advisory to proactively remove obscene and pornographic content.

IEBR A & & | 3redle 3k uiHfnftse It gem &q Usarssit 3kl &l g



Aspect

Al Tool
Platform
Regulator
Key Law
Rules

Key Section
New Laws

Issue

Information
Grok

X

MeitY

IT Act, 2000
IT Rules, 2021
Section 79
BNS, BNSS

Al misuse, image morphing



Finding What studies show
Cyber-harassment victims 2-4x higher risk of suicidal ideation

Disproportionately affected by

Girls & young women )
y 5 sexualised abuse

Causes severe psychological trauma,

Image-based abuse (IBSA) social withdrawal

Faster spread, harder removal -

Deepfakes & morphing higher distress



Likely unreported cases:
significantly higher due
to

Most cases reported
from:

/\ These are case-

linked findings, not a
global statistic.

family silence
stigma
misclassification as “personal reasons”

South Asia
East & Southeast Asia
parts of Latin America



e Consider the following statements regarding India’s
regulation of social media platforms:

e Compliance with IT Rules, 2021 is optional for
intermediaries.

* Section 79 of the IT Act grants conditional exemption to
intermediaries.

* Platforms must remove unlawful content promptly to
retain safe-harbour protection.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* Options:

(a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 1 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Govt. to help teachers
use Al; will ease open
schooling framework

Centre has no plans to
change land acquisition
policy: Cabinet Secretary
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dialogue to
end conflict
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Govt. to help teachers
use Al will ease open
schooling framework

Abhinay Lakshman

NEW DELHI

The Union government
plans to liberalise the
country’s open schooling
framework, introduce gui-
delines to encourage the
use of artificial intelligence
in teaching, and draft tech-
nical education standards
focused on ensuring em-
ployment and entrepre-
neurship for graduates.
The Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan  Bill, 2025,
which aims to overhaul the
regulatory framework for
higher education, will go a
long way in making some
of these changes possible,
Education Ministry offi-
cials said on Friday.

“There is a need to en-
sure that standards for
technical education are set
with a focus on centering it
around equipping students
with the skills to acquire
jobs and start entrepre-
neurships. Similarly, in
teacher education, artifi-
cial intelligence is someth-
ing that must be accounted
for,” a senior Ministry offi-
cial said.

The official said that
such changes will be ena-
bled through the overhaul
proposed under the VBSA
Bill, 2025, which will also

The Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan
Bill will go a long
way in making these
changes possible

subsume the functions of
the National Council for
Teacher Education.

The VBSA Bill was intro-
duced in the 2025 Winter
Session of Parliament and
was met with objections
from the Opposition, after
which the government
proposed that the Bill be
sent to a Joint Committee
of Parliament. While this
committee is yet to be con-
stituted, officials main-
tained that their hope was
to bring the Bill for passage
in the House by the end of
this year’s Budget Session.

The senior official ad-
ded that a similar ap-
proach will be necessary
for open schooling, which
accommodates individuals
of all age groups seeking to
complete their secondary
and higher secondary cer-
tifications. To this end, a
second official said that
talks are under way within
the Education Ministry to
“expand and liberalise”
the National Institute for

Open Schooling system.



Parameter

Full Name

Type

Authority
Curriculum Focus
Pedagogy
Assessment Style

Flexibility
Subject Choice
Medium of Instruction

Practical / Project
Weight

Cost of Schooling

Recognition in India
Recognition Abroad

Competitive Exams
(JEE/NEET)

Ideal For

NIOS

National Institute of Open
Schooling

Open / Distance learning
Govt. of India (MoE)
Flexible, basic academics

Self-learning

On-demand + annual
exams

% % % & & Very high
Very flexible

English / Hindi

Low
Very low

Fully recognised

Limited (case-wise)

Allowed

Dropouts, athletes, working
learners

CBSE

Central Board of Secondary
Education

National (India)

Govt. of India

Structured, exam-oriented
Teacher-led

Board exams (Class 10 & 12)

* % Low

Fixed combinations

English / Hindi

Moderate
Low—Moderate

Fully recognised

Good

Best suited

Govt exams, engineering/medical
aspirants

International
Baccalaureate

International

IB Organisation
(Switzerland)

Inquiry-based, holistic

Student-centric,
research-based

Internal + external,
projects

% % % % High
Very flexible
English

Very high

Very high

Fully recognised

Excellent

Allowed

Global universities,
liberal arts

IGCSE

International General Certificate of

Secondary Education

International (Cambridge)

Cambridge Assessment International

Education (UK)

Skill-based, concept clarity
Application-oriented

Coursework + final exams

% % ® Moderate
Wide options

English

High
High

Fully recognised

Excellent

Allowed

Overseas education focus

ICSE

Indian Certificate of Secondary
Education

National (India)

CISCE (Private, India)

Detailed, language & arts heavy
Balanced theory + application

Annual board exams

* % Low
Moderate

English

High
Moderate

Fully recognised

Good

Allowed

Strong English & humanities




¢ 1. What happened? | a1 §311?

e The Union Government announced plans to promote the use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in
teaching and to liberalise India’s open schooling framework.

&g PR A fAreor § HiAA gRGHTT (Al) & 3UANT B g@a1 31 3R iU WHIAT eid B 3R I &I AN

ARSI
e These reforms will be enabled through the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025 (VBSA Bill).

3 JUR fawiad vrd fram sifess fagaads, 2025 (VBSA Bill) & ATegH J o] fdg STe |

@ 2. Objectives of the reform | J&RI & 38T

e To encourage Al adoption in teacher education and classroom teaching.

forarsp f2ram 31k B f2igror 7 Al & 39AT B WdTfEd BTl

e To set technical education standards focused on employment and entrepreneurship.

AR 31k efrar Bfed ddb-ld! ST HIFS dd BATl

e To equip students with job-ready and entrepreneurial skills.

BTAl Bl Al Td I 8q AP BIAA UGH BTl



# 3. Al and teacher education | Al 311z f2rares ferarm
« The government acknowledged that Al must be factored into teacher education frameworks.
THR A\ {6 fRrere feren aiad o Al &Y anfie &A1 3maea® 21

« Teachers will be supported through guidelines and standards, not ad-hoc usage.

fererpt o feenfadent 3k HrAeY & wreaw & Jgryar &t siert, 7 f sifaifaa 3uzim 3

# 4. Open schooling reform | 3iua pfaT & ER

+ Open schooling serves learners of all age groups completing secondary and higher secondary
education.
3ira Tpfamn @t 3ng anf & fRienferal ot wreafies a 3w Areafid fAram Gt &3 &T 3awR 3dt 21

« The Education Ministry is working to “expand and liberalise” the National Institute for Open
Schooling (NIOS).
feren wWaTea ISt qaw faaera g Trems (NIOS) &t fawanfid Td 3gR 9417 R &1 &2 @M 2

# 5. Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025 | VBSA fa€i&s, 2025

« The VBSA Bill aims to overhaul the regulatory framework for higher education.
VBSA fatas &1 380 3 fign & fFame ot & amae GeR &A1 2
« The Bill proposes to subsume the functions of the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE).

fadkas o Il forares feram ufReg (NCTE) & &rif &) IHIfgd 633 &1 U 2|



* Parliamentary status of the Bill | ﬁﬁwaﬁwﬂu@rﬁr

* The Bill was introduced in the 2025 Winter Session of Parliament.
g [A9g® e & 2025 MadTet= O | U fooam 77|

» After Opposition objections, it was proposed to be sent to a Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC).

fages ot | & d1C 39 Ggad SHS G AHfA (Jpc) B Ao Bl

UdTd T T |

* The government hopes to pass the Bill by the end of the Budget
Session.

IRPR B! dic I & 3id d& fadge uiivd g1 o1 Iwfie g




Aspect

Bill Name

Key Focus
Regulatory Change
Teacher Body
Open Schooling
Target Group

Skill Focus

Details

Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025
Al in teaching, open schooling

Overhaul of higher education governance
Functions of NCTE to be subsumed

National Institute for Open Schooling (NIOS)
All age groups

Employment & entrepreneurship




* . Consider the following statements regarding recent education
reforms:

* The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025 seeks to reform higher
education regulation.

* Open schooling in India is limited only to school dropouts below 18
years.

* Artificial Intelligence is proposed to be integrated into teacher
education frameworks.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* Options:

(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and3



MUSK-LED EVMAKER SLIPS FURTHER BEHIND BYD AFTER 8.6% SALES DROP GLOBALLY

Tesla surrenders EV crown to BYD

KARA CARLSON
Janvary 2
TESLA VEHICLE SALES fell
8.6% last year, dropping the
Elon Musk-led company well
behind China’s BYD in the
global ranks of electric-car
makers Fourth-quarter deliv-
eriesdeclined 16%1t0418,227
vehicles, Tesla said in a state-
ment Friday, trailing analyst
estimates compiled by
Bloomberg and the company.
BYD, by contrast, increased
battery-electric vehicle sales
both for the quarterand the full
year,deliveringalmost 2.26 mil-
lion EVs to Tesla’s 1.64 million.
Musk managed to draw
attention away from Tesla’s
sliding sales by touting
progress in his longstanding

SLUGGISH DELIVERIES

Sales declined 16% in the fourth quarter
W Vehicle deliveries MW Latest quarter
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effort to start a robotaxi busi-
ness. But while the company
began driverless testing
toward the end of the
year, consumers
thus far are
% only able
to sum-
mon
rides
from

small numbers of cars in
Austin and the San Francisco
Bay area with safety supervi-
sors in the front seats.

BYD pulled away from Tesla
last year after coming up just
short of its US counterpart in
2024.While the Chinese man-
ufacturer delivered more fully
electric carsin the fourth quar-
ter of that year, Tesla main-

tained aslim lead onanannual
basis. BYD also sold more than
2 million plug-in hybrids each
of the last twoyears.

Wall Street has grown skep-
tical about Tesla’s 2026 sales
prospects. This time two years
ago, analysts were predicting
Tesla would deliver more than
3 million vehicles.The average
estimate has plunged to

around 1.8 million.

Tesla’s chief executive offi-
cer ended the year by building
anticipation for Cybercab, a
two-seat compact car with
butterfly doors.

While the prototype he first
unveiled in late 2024 lacked a
steering wheel or pedals,
Tesla’s board chair Robyn Den-
holm told Bloomberg News in
October that the companywill
sell the car with those compo-
nentsif required by regulators.

Tesla shares rose 1.5%
before regular trading in New
York on Friday, recovering
some gains following six con-
secutive declines overthe final
trading days of 2025.The stock
advanced 11% last year.

Analysts have said Tesla
came underimmense pressure
in 2025 in North America and
Europe, where competition
intensified and the company
faced brand backlash due to
Musk’s political rhetoric.

Even as vehicle deliveries
have weakened, Tesla shares
rose about 11.4% in 2025,
boosting Musk’s wealth.

—BLOOMBERG



Parameter
Full Name
Country

Founded

Founder(s)

CEO

Headquarters

Ownership

Main Business

FY Revenue (USD)
EV Deliveries (FY)
Hybrid Sales

Key Strength

Global Ranking (EVs)

Major Markets

Tesla
Tesla, Inc.
USA
2003

Martin Eberhard, Marc Tarpenning (Elon
Musk joined early as investor)

Elon Musk

Austin, Texas

Public company

EVs, energy storage, software, charging

~$96-97 billion
~1.6-1.8 million

Limited
Brand, software, charging network

#2

North America, Europe

BYD

BYD Company Limited
China

1995

Wang Chuanfu

Wang Chuanfu
Shenzhen, China

Public company (Berkshire Hathaway is an
early investor)

EVs, plug-in hybrids, batteries

~$84-90 billion
~2.2-2.3 million (BEVs)

>2 million/year (PHEVs)
Scale, battery integration, cost efficiency

#1 (by volume)
China, Asia, expanding globally




e **Tesla lost its position as the world’s largest EV seller to BYD.

ST A dfedes TR U 9 92 EV fAuiar &1 3=m= BYD & &t f&=m
» Tesla's global vehicle sales fell by 8.6% in the last year.

fiea adf ¢x ot dfeaw fasht 8.6% ue TS|
e Fourth-quarter deliveries declined by 16% to 418,227 vehicles.

wteft fanTel # fEdtast 16% TR 4,18,227 digd IE TS|

¢ 2.BYD's performance | BYD &1 Ugefd
e BYD increased battery-electric vehicle sales both quarterly and annually.
BYD A faHTEl Td aifiies a1 3meR) iR ded-gafasd drga) & fah! derd|
e BYD delivered ~2.26 million electric vehicles, surpassing Tesla's ~1.64 million.
BYD A &M 22.6 @RA EV fadfRa fbg, stdafds eTAT & & 16.4 &RT & |

e BYD also sold over 2 million plug-in hybrids annually in recent years.

BYD A &1 & a6 A 20 o™ & 31f8ip -2 grefae vt a3



¢ 3. Reasons for Tesla's decline | 23T @1 fiRTde & BRUT

e Sluggish deliveries across multiple quarters.
< famfaa & facitadt &bt g
e Rising competition, especially from Chinese EV manufacturers.

fagtyese =it EV fAufarsi & gedl ufdaaef|

o Brand backlash and market pressure in North America and Europe.

IWR AR a A A oz wfdfsar ik 9ETR gama|

@ 4. Tesla's strategic focus | 3T @l J0THIfddb fEom

e Tesla highlighted progress on robotaxi and autonomous driving initiatives.
ST A At 3R TEnfard grefam st uR 3R &

e Limited driverless testing began in Austin and San Francisco Bay Area.
3iifee 3k 87 wifdwm! & g A difdd grearea uAeT 2w ga|

e A prototype Cybercab was showcased, though still under regulatory requirements.

Cybercab &1 WiElersy faEma T, UR fAAEGRT 3a2dedig Y 81



Parameter
Ownership

2024 EV Deliveries
Q4 Trend

Hybrid Sales
Market Strength

Tesla

Private (US)
~1.64 million
-16%
Limited

NA & Europe

BYD

Private (China)
~2.26 million
Increase

>2 million annually
Asia + Global



e Consider the following statements regarding global
electric vehicle markets:

* BYD surpassed Tesla in global EV sales due to growth in
battery-electric and plug-in hybrid vehicles.

* Tesla’s decline was partly due to reduced deliveries and
intensified competition.

* Plug-in hybrid vehicles are excluded from BYD’s overall
electric vehicle sales figures.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
* Options:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3



China’s
Contraceptive Tax
and the Hard
Limits of Pro-Birth
Policies




Rank

N

© 00O N O 0o o W

Country

Japan
China

Russia

Italy
Germany
South Korea
Spain
Ukraine
Bulgaria

Lithuania

Main Reason for Decline
Very low fertility, ageing population

Low TFR, delayed marriage,
urbanisation

Low birth rate, emigration, mortality
Ultra-low fertility, ageing

Low fertility (migration partly offsets)
World’s lowest fertility rate

Delayed childbirth, ageing

War, emigration, low fertility
Emigration + ageing

Emigration, low birth rate



Increasing

Rank

O 00 N o0 »n o W N

=
o

Country
India

Nigeria

Pakistan

Ethiopia

Democratic Republic of the Congo
Tanzania

Egypt

Bangladesh

Philippines

Indonesia

Main Reason for Growth

Large base population, moderate
fertility

High fertility, young population
High fertility, slow fertility decline
High birth rate

Very high fertility

Young demographic profile
Cultural fertility preference
Population momentum
Moderate-high fertility

Large base + demographic
momentum



Aspect

Fertility

Age Structure

Major Challenge

Policy Focus

Example Policy

Declining Countries
Very low

Old / ageing
Labour shortage
Pro-birth policies

Child incentives

Increasing Countries

Moderate to high

Young

Jobs, education

Population stabilisation

Family planning



» Chinaintroduced a 13% tax on contraceptives including condoms, birth-control pills and devices

from January 1, 2026.
o9 A 1 FAad 2026 A MifAREpY (detw, mifaders MfEaT a 39H0r) UR 13% B AT

» These products were VAT-exempt for over three decades.

3 IATG Al gordbl A Afties 9T d VAT & qad 9|

¢ 2. What exactly changed in the tax regime? | 653 a1 H &I GelTd §31T?

« Contraceptives are no longer VAT-exempt; a 13% levy now applies.

mifARNe® I VAT-Had 781 8, 39 TR 13% & @l 17 2|
» The exemption dated back to 1994, during the one-child policy era.

g ©e 1994 A &1 &, 5Td Tab-grea Aifd Fxdt J wny e

¢ 3. Compensatory tax relief | Hqa= &q &R A&d
« VAT exemptions were extended to:
VAT Be fA= &3t &1 §t 71s:
« Childcare services | T2 Jdmd
« Elderly care | g EMTe
« Marriage-related services | faarg-saet Jard
« Objective: Lower cost of raising children.

389Y: gwl & UTA--UTHUT Bl @NTd BH BAT



¢ 4. Policy rationale | difd &1 ddb

e The move reflects Beijing’s push to reverse demographic decline.
Ig P FAAiED I fiR1ae B Udeq & YT &) goifdr 21

e Authorities aim to discourage practices perceived to reduce fertility.

IBR VA FAER B! gdlcAIed BT ATed! & 311 Ui 2 geld 81

@ 5. Why this is significant | I8 ®eH & Agwayof &2
e The policy highlights the limits and risks of state-led pro-birth strategies.
Ig ifd I5a-9fa wr-gef orEifat B T8 a FfEH 33TR Bt 2|

e Economic incentives alone may not reverse fertility decline driven by urbanisation, costs, and

lifestyle changes.

AENBT, d&dl dNTd d Sitaa2let uRad= & HRuT fah 3nfele Widgd uaid 98l &l Ibdl



* Consider the following statements regarding China’s
recent demographic policy measures:

* China imposed a tax on contraceptives as part of its pro-
birth policy.

* The tax exemption on contraceptives was introduced after
China adopted the two-child policy.

» VAT relief was extended to childcare and elderly care
services.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* Options:

(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1 only

(c) 2and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



Amazonian Stingless Bees — World’s
First Insects with Legal Rights



e **Satipo Municipality in Peru adopted the Declaration of Rights for Native Stingless Bees through a

municipal ordinance.

% @i Jifeul ATRYT@ET 4 TR 3M62o (municipal ordinance) & ATegH & g2it fa=1 & areil AemfRaal &
AfE[PRY & {IYOT B 3=

e This grants legal rights to Amazonian stingless bees (Tribe Meliponini).
S 3MAFAA B faT1 6 areit AgAfazrT (Afdaifa-t sTsnfd) &) Bt 3ifefbR U d gT
e Itis the world’s first legal recognition of insect rights.

Ig fdea # ugdl aR fasdt Hie B BIAT AEBR S Bl TeAT 8|

€ 2. Significance of the move | 33 &GH &I Hgtd

e Strengthens biocultural conservation frameworks.
IE Sa-Tiwpfdds TEIUT B Hgd BT &

e Advances nature-rights—-based governance models.
g UPGfd-AEUBR 3MenRRd T Hisd B! 3T gerd &

e Aims to preserve Peru'’s biocultural heritage.

BT 3807 UF I Std-TRepfdeh ERIER BT TEIT 2|




Aspect
Species group
Tribe

Habitat
Pollination role
Defence

Legal status

Governance model

Conservation type

Details

Stingless bees

Meliponini

Amazon rainforest

>80% Amazon flora

Biting, resin secretion

First insects with legal rights
Nature-rights based

Biocultural conservation




1. What are Amazonian stingless bees?
They are ancient, stingless pollinators native to the Amazon rainforest, forming one of the oldest
bee groups on Earth and playing a crucial role in maintaining tropical forest ecosystems.

2. Why are stingless bees ecologically important?
They pollinate over 80% of Amazonian flora, supporting rainforest regeneration and key crops such

as coffee, cocoa, avocados and blueberries.

3. What are the main threats to stingless bees?
They face deforestation, illegal logging, agriculture expansion, wildfires, rising temperatures and
pesticide exposure, leading to habitat loss and population decline.

4. Why is this move globally significant?
It sets a global precedent under the Rights of Nature framework, extending legal recognition and

protection to insects for the first time.






* Rights Recognised include:

* Right to exist and flourish

Right to maintain healthy populations

Right to a pollution-free habitat

Right to ecologically stable climatic conditions

Right to regenerate natural cycles

Right to legal representation in cases of harm or threat



Consider the following statements regarding Amazonian stingless bees:

They are native pollinators of the Amazon rainforest.

They are completely devoid of any stinger.

They have received the world’s first legal recognition of insect rights.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* Options:

(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



BEE Standards and Labelling
Programme



Star Label Description

More Stars . More
Savings

* Air Conditioners (All)
* Refrigerators (All)
* Distribution Transformer

Label Period *  Geysers
il X [

* Inverter
POWER SAVINGS 8. 1FDLamps
GUIDE
* DG Set

Brand & Model

Technical Details

Technical parameters
with respect to the

appliance type

00X xx Applicable standard
i o & test conditions for
the appliance type
Unique Code | N Applicable

"Lnder sl contors. when Seaiad 1) ScoRiance wilh et Alende s ﬁ 5 .
ACLN SRCTCY COMOIEUL W D8t 00 how I A0EREIce Deiyg el | ( () “ (I l ( I { ) ” g

, .’"\'é“ ¥ Bureau of Energy Efficiency 5 ﬂ




India’s Energy Efficiency Initiatives

= National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency (NMEEE): It is one of the eight national missions
under the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC). NMEEE consist of four initiatives to
enhance energy efficiency in energy intensive industries which are as follows:

o Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT) Scheme: Improves efficiency in energy-intensive industries
through mandatory targets and tradable Energy Saving Certificates (ESCerts).

o Energy Efficiency Financing Platform (EEFP): Facilitates access to finance for energy efficiency
projects by connecting project developers with financial institutions.

o Market Transformation for Energy Efficiency (MTEE): Encourages uptake of super-efficient
technologies through policy and financial interventions.

o Framework for Energy Efficient Economic Development (FEEED): It provides partial credit
guarantees to cover default risk on energy efficiency loans, with guarantees for up to 5 years and
40-75% of the loan amount or Rs 15 crore per project.



e Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) has tightened India’s energy-efficiency regime by making star

labelling mandatory for a wider range of appliances.
KR 3iT% TAiT QfBRIGHT (BEE) A 3iftids 3Udbon & e TR Adfd ifFarf &R WRd B 3a11-gardT cazfl
&I TEd fhBaT |

e This expands compulsory energy-performance disclosure under the Standards & Labelling (S&L)

Programme.

TN WSS U Al (S&L) BRIGH & ded 3Hai1-Ugef &l 3ifAar] SHER 6T gRRT 93T &

@ 2. What is the S&L Programme? | S&L HRigpH I 8?2
e Launched in 2006 under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001 by the Ministry of Power, and

implemented by BEE.

a1 TRI0T 37fEfFaH, 2001 P dgd 2006 A [, faga Harea gr1 sfeyfdd 3k BEE gR1 fobanf<ad|
e Objective: Enable informed consumer choice, reduce electricity consumption and bills, and

encourage manufacturers to adopt energy-efficient technologies.

322: gfaa Inilam fadwe, fasteit Tua a faa A wHl, 31k H3T-g8f db-id! &) demET|



¢ 3. Star Labelling System | R &dfeiTT Yot
e Appliances are rated on a 1-to-5 star scale based on energy efficiency.
3BT B Hatl-g&idl & MEMR R 138 5 TR 3y 31d €1

o Five stars indicate the most energy-efficient product in a category.

UTg-%R 34T 2t &1 a9 31feiep Haaf-caf Iaae c2ATdar 21

o Labels display essential information: star rating, annual energy use, product category, and brand.

Agd IR TR e, aifiies 3311 3uiT, 3dTE Jvit 3R Fis 3t 7= THER &ldt 2|

¢ 4. Testing & Standards | 931&{0T Td HH®
e Appliances are tested against prescribed Indian Standards.
390N &1 uteroT fAefRa MRdRT A®! & AR f&ar siar &1
o Star ratings are assigned based on energy consumption and performance parameters.

TR AT Hatt Tud Td Ui ATB) R 3nenfid gxdl 21



Aspect

Programme
Implementer

Legal Basis

Launch Year

Rating Scale

Highest Efficiency
Information on Label

Recent Change

Details

Standards & Labelling (S&L)

BEE

Energy Conservation Act, 2001

2006

1-5 stars

5-Star

Star rating, annual energy use, category, brand

Mandatory star labelling expanded




% Assumptions (Standard & Realistic)
AC type: 1.5-ton inverter split AC
Daily usage: 8 hours
Usage months: 8 months = 240 days
Total running hours: 8 x 240 = 1,920 hours
BEE average efficiency:
e 3-Star ISEER = 3.8
e 5-Star ISEER = 4.7
Electricity tariff shown at X8/unit (I'll note X10 also)



Parameter
Avg power
consumption

Total units in 8
months

Electricity cost
@ 8/unit

Electricity cost
@ 10/unit

3-Star AC

~1.39 kW

~2,667 units

321,336

26,670

5-Star AC

~1.12 kW

~2,154 units

317,232

21,540

Saving with 5-
Star

~0.27 kW less

~513 units
saved

34,104 saved

5,130 saved



® Purchase Cost vs Savings

Item

Typical market price

Extra upfront cost

> Payback Period

e Yearly saving = ¥4,000-35,000
e Extra cost = 210,000

Payback in ~2-2.5 years

After that - pure savings every year.

3-Star AC

338k — %48k

5-Star AC

348k - %60k

T10k-%12k more



* Consider the following statements regarding the BEE Standards & Labelling
Programme:

* It was launched under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001.

* Appliances are rated on a 1-5 star scale based on energy efficiency.

* Five-star rated appliances indicate the highest annual energy consumption.
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* Options:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3



* On which of the following can you find the Bureau of Energy Efficiency Star Label?
(2016)

Ceiling fans

Electric geysers

Tubular fluorescent lamps

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

* (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2and 3



Surat set to become India’s
first slum-free city



¢ 1. What happened? | T g311?
o Surat is on track to become India’s first fully slum-free city.
I VIRd BT YT Yuid: TAH-Herd AR 991 i fG2m & 3R 21
e The achievement is driven by sustained urban planning and housing implementation.

IE 3Udfe gEdioid g s 3R smary Asrnsit & et fosaraa= @ 3va g5 81

¢ 2. Why Surat? | g3d =i1?
e Surat is widely known as India’s “Diamond Capital” and a major industrial hub.
IR VIRA I “SRIHS dbfded” 3k e yqA 3itefis &g &
e Rapid urbanisation earlier led to informal slum clusters.

dtar g0 b BRUT Uga AIIaTRes Td dfeaal fdaad gs of|

¢ 3. Core objective | H&I 382

e To ensure permanent housing for every family.

&R URAR B! AR 3TaTH 3T BT
e To eliminate the need for slum settlements entirely.

TH 9iEaal Bt 3MaITbar B gofd: THIE BT



¢ 4. Urban strategy adopted | 3194138 T8 2I&3 0TI

e Large-scale in-situ redevelopment of slum areas.

AW &1 BT 98 WM W g7-ig YAfdbrI|

e Informal clusters replaced by planned multi-storey residential complexes.
FAIRE Sl B ANeTTeg ag-Higie smarta gkt d 95T Tl
e Residents are allowed to stay close to workplaces and social networks.

ATl &) Brizesl ik amfsie Acad & fAdwe & o gfaem At

@ 5. Role of housing schemes | 3TaTA A3 b1 fAbT
o Effective implementation of 'R[gq_h_g_n__Ma__n_’;;_i__Ayygquj_apq (PMAY).
WEMHAT AT AVSTET (PMAY) &1 9Tdt fosam-aa |

e Focus on durable, legal, and serviced housing units.

fewt, dur 3k gfFard gfaensi & gaa smard ghgal R 7RI

¢ 6. Infrastructure support | 3dITAAT AT
e Housing linked with basic urban services like water, sanitation, electricity.
AT B 3T, Taedal, fasTel stal g gt Qansit F sisT
e Integrated planning improved living conditions and dignity.

IHfad s @ sftaa-waR 3R TRAT & geR gam



Aspect

City

State

Goal
Approach
Key Scheme
Housing Type
Global Link
Urban Body

Detalils

Surat

Gujarat

Slum-free city

In-situ redevelopment
PMAY

Multi-storey residential
SDG-11

Surat Municipal Corporation



e Consider the following statements regarding Surat’s slum-
free city initiative:

e Surat’s model is primarily based on in-situ redevelopment
of slums.

* Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana played a key role in providing
permanent housing.

* Slum redevelopment in Surat involved relocating residents
far from their workplaces.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* Options:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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