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Phase (Best → 
Worst)

Time 
Period

Sanctions Status Key Economic Indicators
Overall Economic 
Condition

1. Relative 
Stability (Best 
Phase)

2016–
2017

Sanctions eased after 
JCPOA nuclear deal

• Oil exports ↑ (~2.5 mbpd) • Inflation ↓ 
(~9%) • GDP growth ~12% (oil rebound) • Rial 
relatively stable

Economic 
recovery phase

2. Early Stress 2018
US withdrew from 
JCPOA; sanctions re-
imposed

• Oil exports ↓ sharply • Rial depreciation 
begins • Capital flight ↑ • Investor confidence 
↓

Shock & 
uncertainty

3. Recession 
Phase

2019
Maximum pressure 
sanctions

• GDP contraction ~-7% • Inflation >40% • Oil 
exports <0.5 mbpd • Unemployment ↑

Deep recession

4. Crisis Deepens 2020 Sanctions + COVID-19
• Healthcare stress • Informal economy 
expands • Food prices soar • Poverty ↑

Economic & 
social distress

5. High Inflation 
Trap

2021–
2022

Sanctions continue; no 
deal revival

• Inflation ~45–50% • Rial loses ~80% value vs 
2017 • Youth unemployment ↑

Stagflation

6. Structural 
Weakness

2023–
2024

Partial oil exports via grey 
channels

• Shadow trade ↑ • Subsidy burden ↑ • 
Inequality ↑

Fragile survival 
mode

7. Worst Phase
2025–
2026

Sanctions persist + 
regional conflict

• Inflation ~60–65% • Rial collapsed (~1 USD = 
500,000+ rial) • Public protests • Food & fuel 
shortages

Severe economic 
stress (Worst)



Sector Impact

Oil & Gas Export restrictions, revenue collapse

Banking
Cut off from SWIFT, dollar transactions 

blocked

Currency Massive depreciation of Iranian Rial

Inflation Chronic high inflation

Employment Youth unemployment, informal jobs

Public Welfare Reduced subsidies, protests













Aspect Details

Iran Currency Rial lost ~60% value

Inflation ~64% (World Bank data)

Nuclear Deal JCPOA – 2015

U.S. Exit 2018

War Duration 12 days

Key Countries Iran, USA, Israel, Qatar



• Consider the following statements regarding Iran protests and U.S. response:

• The protests were triggered mainly due to economic distress and sanctions.

• The U.S. officially rejoined the JCPOA during these protests.

• Iran warned retaliation against U.S. bases in West Asia.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• Options:
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3











Aspect Information

AI Tool Grok

Platform X

Regulator MeitY

Key Law IT Act, 2000

Rules IT Rules, 2021

Key Section Section 79

New Laws BNS, BNSS

Issue AI misuse, image morphing



Finding What studies show

Cyber-harassment victims 2–4× higher risk of suicidal ideation

Girls & young women
Disproportionately affected by 
sexualised abuse

Image-based abuse (IBSA)
Causes severe psychological trauma, 
social withdrawal

Deepfakes & morphing
Faster spread, harder removal → 
higher distress



• family silence

• stigma

• misclassification as “personal reasons”

Likely unreported cases:
significantly higher due 

to

• South Asia

• East & Southeast Asia

• parts of Latin America

Most cases reported 
from:

⚠️ These are case-
linked findings, not a 

global statistic.



• Consider the following statements regarding India’s 
regulation of social media platforms:

• Compliance with IT Rules, 2021 is optional for 
intermediaries.

• Section 79 of the IT Act grants conditional exemption to 
intermediaries.

• Platforms must remove unlawful content promptly to 
retain safe-harbour protection.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• Options:
(a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 1 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3







Parameter NIOS CBSE IB IGCSE ICSE

Full Name
National Institute of Open 
Schooling

Central Board of Secondary 
Education

International 
Baccalaureate

International General Certificate of 
Secondary Education

Indian Certificate of Secondary 
Education

Type Open / Distance learning National (India) International International (Cambridge) National (India)

Authority Govt. of India (MoE) Govt. of India
IB Organisation 
(Switzerland)

Cambridge Assessment International 
Education (UK)

CISCE (Private, India)

Curriculum Focus Flexible, basic academics Structured, exam-oriented Inquiry-based, holistic Skill-based, concept clarity Detailed, language & arts heavy

Pedagogy Self-learning Teacher-led
Student-centric, 
research-based

Application-oriented Balanced theory + application

Assessment Style
On-demand + annual 
exams

Board exams (Class 10 & 12)
Internal + external, 
projects

Coursework + final exams Annual board exams

Flexibility ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐ Very high ⭐⭐ Low ⭐⭐⭐⭐ High ⭐⭐⭐ Moderate ⭐⭐ Low

Subject Choice Very flexible Fixed combinations Very flexible Wide options Moderate

Medium of Instruction English / Hindi English / Hindi English English English

Practical / Project 
Weight

Low Moderate Very high High High

Cost of Schooling Very low Low–Moderate Very high High Moderate

Recognition in India Fully recognised Fully recognised Fully recognised Fully recognised Fully recognised

Recognition Abroad Limited (case-wise) Good Excellent Excellent Good

Competitive Exams 
(JEE/NEET)

Allowed Best suited Allowed Allowed Allowed

Ideal For
Dropouts, athletes, working 
learners

Govt exams, engineering/medical 
aspirants

Global universities, 
liberal arts

Overseas education focus Strong English & humanities







• Parliamentary status of the Bill | विधेयककी संसदीय स्थिवि

• The Bill was introduced in the 2025 Winter Session of Parliament.
यह विधेयक संसद के 2025 शीिकालीन सत्र में पेश वकया गया।

• After Opposition objections, it was proposed to be sent to a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee (JPC).
विपक्ष की आपविय ों के बाद इसे संयुक्त संसदीय सविवि (JPC) क भेजने का
प्रस्ताि रखा गया।

• The government hopes to pass the Bill by the end of the Budget 
Session.
सरकार क बजट सत्र के अंि िक विधेयक पारिि होने की उम्मीद है।



Aspect Details

Bill Name Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025

Key Focus AI in teaching, open schooling

Regulatory Change Overhaul of higher education governance

Teacher Body Functions of NCTE to be subsumed

Open Schooling National Institute for Open Schooling (NIOS)

Target Group All age groups

Skill Focus Employment & entrepreneurship



• . Consider the following statements regarding recent education 
reforms:

• The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025 seeks to reform higher 
education regulation.

• Open schooling in India is limited only to school dropouts below 18 
years.

• Artificial Intelligence is proposed to be integrated into teacher 
education frameworks.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• Options:
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3





Parameter Tesla BYD

Full Name Tesla, Inc. BYD Company Limited

Country USA China

Founded 2003 1995

Founder(s)
Martin Eberhard, Marc Tarpenning (Elon 
Musk joined early as investor)

Wang Chuanfu

CEO Elon Musk Wang Chuanfu

Headquarters Austin, Texas Shenzhen, China

Ownership Public company
Public company (Berkshire Hathaway is an 
early investor)

Main Business EVs, energy storage, software, charging EVs, plug-in hybrids, batteries

FY Revenue (USD) ~$96–97 billion ~$84–90 billion

EV Deliveries (FY) ~1.6–1.8 million ~2.2–2.3 million (BEVs)

Hybrid Sales Limited >2 million/year (PHEVs)

Key Strength Brand, software, charging network Scale, battery integration, cost efficiency

Global Ranking (EVs) #2 #1 (by volume)

Major Markets North America, Europe China, Asia, expanding globally







Parameter Tesla BYD

Ownership Private (US) Private (China)

2024 EV Deliveries ~1.64 million ~2.26 million

Q4 Trend −16% Increase

Hybrid Sales Limited >2 million annually

Market Strength NA & Europe Asia + Global



• Consider the following statements regarding global 
electric vehicle markets:

• BYD surpassed Tesla in global EV sales due to growth in 
battery-electric and plug-in hybrid vehicles.

• Tesla’s decline was partly due to reduced deliveries and 
intensified competition.

• Plug-in hybrid vehicles are excluded from BYD’s overall 
electric vehicle sales figures.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• Options:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



China’s 
Contraceptive Tax 
and the Hard 
Limits of Pro-Birth 
Policies



Rank Country Main Reason for Decline

1 Japan Very low fertility, ageing population

2 China
Low TFR, delayed marriage, 

urbanisation

3 Russia Low birth rate, emigration, mortality

4 Italy Ultra-low fertility, ageing

5 Germany Low fertility (migration partly offsets)

6 South Korea World’s lowest fertility rate

7 Spain Delayed childbirth, ageing

8 Ukraine War, emigration, low fertility

9 Bulgaria Emigration + ageing

10 Lithuania Emigration, low birth rate



Increasing 

Rank Country Main Reason for Growth

1 India
Large base population, moderate 
fertility

2 Nigeria High fertility, young population

3 Pakistan High fertility, slow fertility decline

4 Ethiopia High birth rate

5 Democratic Republic of the Congo Very high fertility

6 Tanzania Young demographic profile

7 Egypt Cultural fertility preference

8 Bangladesh Population momentum

9 Philippines Moderate-high fertility

10 Indonesia
Large base + demographic 
momentum



Aspect Declining Countries Increasing Countries

Fertility Very low Moderate to high

Age Structure Old / ageing Young

Major Challenge Labour shortage Jobs, education

Policy Focus Pro-birth policies Population stabilisation

Example Policy Child incentives Family planning







• Consider the following statements regarding China’s 
recent demographic policy measures:

• China imposed a tax on contraceptives as part of its pro-
birth policy.

• The tax exemption on contraceptives was introduced after 
China adopted the two-child policy.

• VAT relief was extended to childcare and elderly care 
services.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• Options:
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



Amazonian Stingless Bees – World’s 
First Insects with Legal Rights





Aspect Details

Species group Stingless bees

Tribe Meliponini

Habitat Amazon rainforest

Pollination role >80% Amazon flora

Defence Biting, resin secretion

Legal status First insects with legal rights

Governance model Nature-rights based

Conservation type Biocultural conservation







• Rights Recognised include:

• Right to exist and flourish

• Right to maintain healthy populations

• Right to a pollution-free habitat

• Right to ecologically stable climatic conditions

• Right to regenerate natural cycles

• Right to legal representation in cases of harm or threat



• Consider the following statements regarding Amazonian stingless bees:

• They are native pollinators of the Amazon rainforest.

• They are completely devoid of any stinger.

• They have received the world’s first legal recognition of insect rights.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• Options:
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



BEE Standards and Labelling 
Programme











Aspect Details

Programme Standards & Labelling (S&L)

Implementer BEE

Legal Basis Energy Conservation Act, 2001

Launch Year 2006

Rating Scale 1–5 stars

Highest Efficiency 5-Star

Information on Label Star rating, annual energy use, category, brand

Recent Change Mandatory star labelling expanded



• 🔧 Assumptions (Standard & Realistic)

• AC type: 1.5-ton inverter split AC

• Daily usage: 8 hours

• Usage months: 8 months ≈ 240 days

• Total running hours: 8 × 240 = 1,920 hours

• BEE average efficiency:

• 3-Star ISEER ≈ 3.8

• 5-Star ISEER ≈ 4.7

• Electricity tariff shown at ₹8/unit (I’ll note ₹10 also)

•



Parameter 3-Star AC 5-Star AC
Saving with 5-

Star

Avg power 

consumption
~1.39 kW ~1.12 kW ~0.27 kW less

Total units in 8 

months
~2,667 units ~2,154 units

~513 units 

saved

Electricity cost 

@ ₹8/unit
₹21,336 ₹17,232 ₹4,104 saved

Electricity cost 

@ ₹10/unit
₹26,670 ₹21,540 ₹5,130 saved





• Consider the following statements regarding the BEE Standards & Labelling 
Programme:

• It was launched under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001.

• Appliances are rated on a 1–5 star scale based on energy efficiency.

• Five-star rated appliances indicate the highest annual energy consumption.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• Options:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



• On which of the following can you find the Bureau of Energy Efficiency Star Label? 
(2016)

• Ceiling fans

• Electric geysers

• Tubular fluorescent lamps

• Select the correct answer using the code given below:

• (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



Surat set to become India’s 
first slum-free city







Aspect Details

City Surat

State Gujarat

Goal Slum-free city

Approach In-situ redevelopment

Key Scheme PMAY

Housing Type Multi-storey residential

Global Link SDG-11

Urban Body Surat Municipal Corporation



• Consider the following statements regarding Surat’s slum-
free city initiative:

• Surat’s model is primarily based on in-situ redevelopment 
of slums.

• Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana played a key role in providing 
permanent housing.

• Slum redevelopment in Surat involved relocating residents 
far from their workplaces.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• Options:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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