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“Consistency is how 
ordinary people create 
extraordinary outcomes.” 





































Type of University Definition Established By
Degree 
Granting 
Power

Key Features Examples

Central University
Universities funded and 
controlled by Central 
Government

Act of Parliament Yes
Funded by Union 
Govt, nationwide 
importance

University of Delhi, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University

State University
Universities funded and 
controlled by State 
Government

State Legislature 
Act

Yes
Operates within 
state jurisdiction

Rajasthan University, Mumbai 
University

Deemed to be University
Institutions given autonomy 
by UGC due to excellence

Declared by 
Central Govt on 
UGC 
recommendation

Yes
High autonomy, 
flexible courses

Tata Institute of Social Sciences, BITS 
Pilani

Private University
Universities set up by private 
bodies/trusts

State Act Yes
Self-financed, 
regulated by UGC

Amity University, Manipal University

Open University Distance learning universities
Act of 
Parliament/State 
Act

Yes
Flexible learning, 
no age limit

Indira Gandhi National Open 
University, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open 
University

Institute of National 
Importance (INI)

Premier institutions with 
special status

Act of Parliament Yes
Focus on 
excellence in 
specific fields

Indian Institutes of Technology, All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences

State Private 
(Autonomous Colleges 
with Univ Status)

Colleges upgraded to 
university level autonomy

State Act/UGC 
approval

Yes

Limited 
jurisdiction, 
specialized 
programs

Various emerging institutions
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