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“Consistency is how
ordinary people create
extraordinary outcomes.”
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Cabinet’s advice on grant
of remission to convicts is
binding on Governor: HC
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Cabinet’s advice on grant
of remission to convicts is
binding on Governor: HC

Mohamed Imranullah S,
CHENNAI

A Full Bench of the Madras
High Court on Thursday
held that the Governor,
whether he/she likes it or
not, is bound by the advice
of the Council of Ministers
while exercising powers
under Article 161 of the
Constitution in matters re-
lating to remission and pre-
mature release of convicts.

Justices  A.D.  Jagadish
Chandira, G.K. Hanthirai-
yan and Sunder Mohan
ruled that the Governor,
under no clrcumstance,
could exercise any discre
tion whatsoever to take a
different view from the one
taken by the Council of
Ministers,

The Bench was answer-
ing a reference made to it
by a Division Bench.

The Division Bench con-
sisting of Justices M.S. Ra-
mesh (since retired) and V.
Lakshminarayanan had re-
ferred the matter to the
larger Bench, for an auth-
oritative pronouncement,
in September 2025 after
coming across two conflict-
ing decisions delivered in
2024 by two other Division
Benches of the High Court
an the issue.

While the re-
ference, the Full Bench
agreed with State Public
Prosecutor Hasan Mo~
hamed Jinnah and advo-
cate M. Radhakrishnan
that the issue had been set-
tled by a Constitution
Bench of the Supreme
Court in as early as 1980.

The Constitution Bench
in 1980 decision com-
prised Justices V.R. Krish-

The Governor, under no ciroumstance, may take a dlflemm view
from that of the Council of Ministers, the Bench ruled. ALE FHOTO

Madras High Court
was answering a
reference over two
conflicting decisions
In 2024 by two other
Division Benches

na lyer, YV. Chandrachud,
P.N. Bhagwati, Syed Murta-
2a Fazalali and A.D. Koshal,

Mr. Jinnah also said, the
1980 judgment delivered in
Maru Ramu's case was fol-
lowed by the Supreme
Court in 2022 o while or-
dering the release of form-
er Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi assassination case
convict AG. Perarivalan,
He also relied upon Su-
preme Court’s 1974 verdict
in Shamsher Singh versus
State of Punjab.

‘Consistent stance’

After concurring with his
submission, the Full Bench
said, the top court had con-
sistently held the Governor
could not exercise any dis-
cretion while exercising
powers under Article 161 of
the Constitution and it had
been reflected even in its
recent decision on the Go-
vernor’s power to with-
hold Bills passed by the

State legislature. One of the
Division Benches of the
High Court had rightly fol-
lowed the law, while the
other Bench had wrongly
relied upon the Supteme

was related to the Gover-
nor's statutory function of
granting sanction to prose-
cute Ministers in corrup-
tion cases.

The Full Bench further
pointed out the Supreme
Court had delivered its ver-
dict In AG. Perarivalan’s
case only after considering
the M.P. Special Police Es-
tablishment case.

“Therefore, it is clear
thal the mllm [by one of

Division Benches of the
lligh Court] in Murugan
alias Thirumalai Mu
is per incuriam (a
ment passed without tak-
ing the correct position of
law into consideration) to
the limited extent that it
holds that the ruling in
M.P. Special Police Esta-
blishment permits the Go-
vernor to act in his own
discretion in exercise of
powers under Article 161 of
the Constitution,” the
Bench led by Justice Chan-
dira concluded.



A Full Bench of the Madras High Court ruled in September 2025 that the Governor is
bound by the advice of the Council of Ministers while exercising powers under
Article 161 of the Constitution regarding remission and premature release of convicts

HETH 3o ATATed i goi Wis A fider 2025 # vy & o Isaare Qe $i &mr 3ik v 3 gd
f3e1E & H 3192 161 & d&d 2feRidl T 1T Bid FHY HFAHSH DI AelTg A aned 2

The ruling settles a constitutional conflict between two conflicting 2024 Division
Bench decisions of the same High Court

gg ol 36t 3= =amarery & < faRTamidt 2024 wetts fufal & ot Fadurfaes faare & geremdar @

The judgment reaffirms the 1980 Supreme Court Constitution Bench ruling (Maru
Ram case) — Governor cannot exercise independent discretion under Article 161

Ig vy 1980 & Hdfea —AraTerd Wi dis fAvfa (416 3H A1HaT) Hi g Heare

Highly relevant given ongoing Centre-State tensions over Governot's role in several
states (Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, Telangana)

&8 I (ATHATS, B, TFRTH STTe, dATTHT) H IIUTe bl YfHPT IR Bg-I1ed d1d b &g
3cafed grEfiie

The case involved reference to A.G. Perarivalan (Rajiv Gandhi assassination convict)

whose release was ordered by Supreme Court in 2022

AT ¥ A.G. WRaA (151 T gcTehis arst) o1 e o1 forgehy Rers 2022 ¥ gafw =maraa 3
Tefora &t eft



Article 161 of the Indian Constitution gives the Governor of a state the power to
pardon, suspend, remit, or commute sentences of persons convicted of offences
against state laws — similar to the President's power under Article 72

YR HITHT T 3B 161 I b ISAUTA Bl I BIL1 &b ded ISl bl Fell bl 7%, f[Hefd,
U T I P 2AfeRd AT 8 — TS 72 &b dgd LUl bl 2Afered b FHH

The question before the court was: Can the Governor use personal judgment while

deciding whether to grant remission (early release) to a convict — or must the
Governor follow the Council of Ministers' advice?

37ETeTd o TTHA W T: TRIT I UTe fhdl QTS bl 8T &4 &1 fAufa sra aua aafard fAofa &1 3uzi
P GbdTl & — ITISIAYUTA b HIAHSH Bl TATE BT UTAT BT BITT?

The Full Bench clearly ruled: Governor has NO independent discretion — must act
on Cabinet advice; the Governor "whether he/she likes it or not" is bound

guf tie 3 e B I fAvfa f&am: Isaure & ur $is Wad fadaTiaeRr 98 — Afangd o Jarg )
BT AT B

This is significant because several Governors in India have been accused of sitting on
remission files or acting contrary to Cabinet recommendations

g HEcd YU & aifch HIRd W &8 AT UTA] UR &HT BIScl Bl GaTq IEA AT HiFAHSA i BRI & fdeg
B B BT AIRTYIET 2



D2. Key Legal References [ 4% BT de

Maru Ram case (1980): Supreme Court Constitution Bench — settled that Governor
cannot act independently under Article 161; must follow Cabinet advice

HIRG I HI9eT (1980): wafea =mgrerd dfaur dis — FuffRa fasar fis wrsgura srqede 161 Faga
i B A B 78 B Hbal

Shamsher Singh vs State of Punjab (1974): Supreme Court ruled Governor/President
must act on aid and advice of Council of Ministers in all matters except explicitly stated
discretionary functions

2R g aATH YoiTa 5 (1974): Hdfed =raterd — IoguTe Argufa wee fadsndts sraf @
BIga W ATHA] A HiEHEe S Feradr 3R TeE W B B

A.G. Perarivalan case (2022): Supreme Court ordered release of Rajiv Gandhi
assassination convict after Tamil Nadu Cabinet recommended remission — Governor
had withheld decision

A.G. R 91HaT (2022): gafea =marerd A Tsita mit gcimeis andt &t fgrd &1 ander fear —
affieraTg wfarse ¥ amn &Y fAwrer Bt 2, Tsaare 3 fFofa e o

M.P. Special Police Establishment case (2003): Related to Governor's statutory
function of granting sanction to prosecute Ministers in corruption cases — the Full
Bench distinguished this case from Article 161 powers

M.P. {219 qfcy Tma=1 AT (2003): WLTER ATHEA] A HiEAT 9 JeheHT Il 6l ®iieid &7 Bt
ST B dutfies 2rfa F Hafdd

Governor's power to withhold Bills (recent SC ruling): Supreme Court recently ruled

Governor cannot indefinitely withhold Bills passed by State Legislature — same
principle of Cabinet supremacy

fardrae) @Y A Y T B 2Afdw (grfear SC fAvf): wafe =marera 3 gre € o fofy G fas
ST AfAfeTaedTel dep favye A8 A Tbar



D3. Immediate Issue | ATchTfed Hal

« Two conflicting Division Bench decisions (2024): One Bench correctly followed the
Maru Ram precedent; the other incorrectly relied on the M.P. Special Police
Establishment case (2003) which was about a different statutory power

o QIR Sesuls fAvfa (2024): va Ws 3 ARs 31 gdfvfa &1 98 uted fhar; R 3 Tad! I MLP.
faors gfe TRATIAT ATHe (2003) IR WRIT fasaT

» The confusion arose because some argued the Governor has personal discretion like in
M.P. SPE case — Full Bench clarified that case is about a different statutory function,
not Article 161

o YA THAY 36T g3 Rifb B A adb & fas IsauTet & Uy MLP. SPE HTHe i1 eifaimd fades &
— quf e 3 T fésaT fe a8 ATHeT T JUTfAe i IR H 2



Difference Between Pardon Powers | &MHT 2farial ¥ 3iav

Feature [fa2lwar  Article 72 (President) /Irgufd  Article 161 (Governor) / I599Td

Scope Both Central and State laws State laws only

Death sentence Can pardon Cannot pardon death sentence (Needs verification)
Court Martial Can pardon Cannot pardon

Judicial review  Yes Yes

Cabinetadvice = Bound by Union Cabinet Bound by State Cabinet

Types of Pardoning Power | &HT&H $l UbBR
» Pardon (&M™1): Complete forgiveness; removes conviction and sentence entirely
« Commutation (9RRadq): Substitutes one form of punishment with a lesser one
» Remission (eTg®0T): Reduces the period of sentence without changing its character
» Respite (fdR17): Awarding lesser punishment due to special circumstances

» Reprieve (Ufd@d): Temporary suspension of sentence



Consider the following statements regarding the Governor's pardoning power under
Article 161 of the Indian Constitution: WRdd HfdHT & 318 161 & dgd ISTUTA Bl AT
2Ifer & Here H fAmfeifEd w2a w faar &3

1. Article 161 empowers the Governor to grant pardons, reprieves, respites, remissions,
and commutations for offences against state laws.

2. The Governor can exercise discretion independent of the Council of Ministers' advice
while deciding on remission under Article 161.

3. The Supreme Court in the Maru Ram case (1980) held that the Governor's Article 161
power must be exercised on the advice of the Council of Ministers.

4. Article 161 gives the Governor broader pardoning powers than those given to the
President under Article 72.
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Education Ministry
notifies NCERT as
deemed university

The Ministry’s notification enables the NCERT to offer courses and grant

degrees; it directs the education body to begin doctoral programmes

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Education Mi-
T nistry has issued a

notification declar-
ing the National Council
for Educational Research
and Training, or NCERT,
an institution deemed to
be a university, enabling it
to offer courses or pro-

grammes and  grant
degrees

In the notification dated
March 30, the Ministry said
that the University Grants
Commission (UGC) had ap-
proved the expert panel's
recommendations to grant
deemed university status
to the NCERT - a nodal
school curriculum body -
in January, following which
the Ministry notified the
grant of status to the coun-
cil.

The notification confers
the status on the NCERT,
along with its six regional
institutes, provided that a
list of conditions is met.

These conditions pre-
vent the NCERT from in-
dulging in any activities
that are “commercial” and
“profit-making” in nature,
and mandate that all aca-

NCERT upgrade

The new status empowers the council to design academic
programmes and expand its rofe from a curriculum body to a
higher education and research institution

demic courses or pro-
grammes must conform to
the norms and standards
prescribed by the UGC and
the concerned statutory
bodies or councils. The
notification mandates the
NCERT to start pro-
grammes and off-campus
or on offshore campuses
“only in accordance with
the norms and guidelines
issued by the UGC, from
time to time, on the sub-

The Ministry has said
the NCERT “shall take ap-
propriate steps” to begin
research and doctoral pro-
grammes, and “innovative

* [t must comply with UGC
norms, avoid commercial/
profit-driven activities, and
follow strict guidetines for new
or offshore campuses

® [t must expand into research
and innovative academic areas
while securing accreditation
from NAAC and programme
ratings from the National

Board of Accreditation

academic programmes”
and the institute must not

confine itself to the new
emerging areas, but also
“endeavour” to expand in-
to other domains that are
in accordance with UGC
regulations and the Nation-
al Education Policy of
2020, The Ministry said the
NCERT must take all the
measures required to get
its academic programmes
and courses rated for ac-
creditation by the National
Board of Accreditation,
and for the institute itself
by the National Assess-
ment and Accreditation
Council.



The Education Ministry issued a notification (March 30) declaring NCERT as an
institution deemed to be a university — enabling it to offer courses, programmes, and
grant degrees

forem w3 = 31fagaAT (30 Hreh) STt ¢ NCERT o1 gtve faRafdenera aifvd fdsar — 331 ursarssA,
BRIHH T B3 3R fetlt & ¥ warm g

The status was approved by UGC (University Grants Commission) in January
following an expert panel's recommendation

UGC (fa2afdermera 31gem 31ma) 7 SiHa’t # Ueps fadivst afifd &t fawiRer & «1e g g1t wiegpd fasar

NCERT — previously only a school curriculum body — now transforms into a higher
education and research institution

NCERT — Ugdl el Ueh Wpel UTSIshH AT — 37 Uep Jet freT 3R srgaem dwum § uRafda
&I

Notification mandates NCERT to begin doctoral (PhD) programmes and innovative
academic programmes aligned with NEP 2020

31f9g=AT NCERT %! NEP 2020 & 373%4 8lded (PhD) BRIsEH 37R 31hiaa &ifvie Hrishd 75
B BT eIt 8
Status covers NCERT and its six regional institutes — subject to a list of conditions

including UGC compliance, NAAC accreditation, and no profit-making activities

o1t NCERT 3iR 3 B8 &g W] &l dar oedl & — UGC 31uTerd, NA AC HT=idT, 3R @-
HATE fafaferal iR afdey afed oraf & snfq



NCERT (National Council of Educational Research and Training) is the government
body that designs the school curriculum and textbooks for classes 1-12 across India —
it is famous for the "NCERT books" used by crores of students

NCERT (i ifgias 3w 3iR ufeieror ufReg) W & saim 1-12 & fay e ureasd 3iR
UTSRIYEID IT dTcit TRPBRI T 8

A Deemed University is an institution that is NOT a regular university by law but has
been granted university-like powers by the government (on UGC recommendation)
— allowing it to offer degree programmes

give faeafaerera Ueb UHl G & Sl I fa2afdenerd 7€l 8 @i ERbR 7 (UGC 6l fawhTiRel i)
2 faeafdamera St 2rfemai <t € — o g feull wrishH < Febd &

Now, NCERT can also offer undergraduate, postgraduate, and PhD degrees in
education and research — not just print textbooks

319 NCERT feiait 3iR 318U # F1des, HradieR 31k PhD et i < wedl @ — &t ureagzdds T&!

This is a key step under NEP 2020 which envisions transforming India's education
ecosystem through research-driven institutions

g NEP 2020 & d&d Ub Hecd Ui Bh&H 8 ST STHUTH-HelTferd ST o ATegH H WRd o fRIaf
UTRfZfah! dF Bl ga Bl TRBAAT BIdT &




D1. What Happened? | dIT g31T?

e Notification date: March 30 (2025) by the Ministry of Education

o 3tfeRgEAT fafer: 30 Aref (2025) — fRrgm wamera gRT

o UGC approved expert panel's recommendation in January 2025; Ministry formally
notified in March

o UGC A SHaRt 2025 # fa<rszr afffd &1 fawiRer i Bl #atera 3 Al 7 sitgaries srfogaar st
&Y

« Status conferred on NCERT + its 6 regional institutes
e Toff NCERT + 39 6 831 HATAN 1 ye fosar
e NCERT must now:
 Offer courses and grant degrees / {1t UM FAT
« Start doctoral (PhD) and research programmes / glee3el 3R 3JHH BrABH
35 BIAT
« Develop innovative academic programmes / 3144 2laifoies BrRicH fdsfaa
pAT
e Expand into domains aligned with UGC regulations and NEP 2020 / UGC
f7wY 31k NEP 2020 & 313%4 &3 # fawar
» Get programmes rated by National Board of Accreditation (NBA) /| NBA gRT
BRIHH AT
« Getinstitutional accreditation from NAAC /| NAAC ¥ I¥TTd 5=l




D2. Key Conditions / 7% 2rd

NCERT must NOT indulge in any commercial or profit-making activities

NCERT ! fos&t ¥t camerfaies a1 iri-esHTs Tfdfd el ® Gorr 781 g1 wnfey

All academic courses/programmes must conform to UGC norms and standards

Tt QeifoTes UTearshH/BRisH UGC ATEE! 3iR A & 317%9 81 A1ey

Off-campus or offshore campus programmes only in accordance with UGC guidelines
3TB-BUH AT 3THLIR HuF BrRiHH badt UGC fEemfaden & 3rqar

Must secure accreditation from NAAC (National Assessment and Accreditation
Council)

NAAC (TR Hexieb 3R T URYE) A A=Al UTed b1 gt

Must secure programme ratings from NBA (National Board of Accreditation)

NBA (T 5T d1) A BriehH AT Ured B3t gt



Best case: NCERT launches high-quality PhDs in education, curriculum theory,
pedagogy - produces world-class education researchers - improves India's school and
higher education quality

Hata fRaAfd: NCERT feief, urersh figid, foiameme # 3=a-1uradr PhD [ &dT & - fded-wiia
forerm eMapafl dIR 8 €

Worst case: Bureaucratic overload, lack of faculty, infrastructure gaps -» NCERT unable
to effectively transition from curriculum body to university - degree programmes
remain superficial

HId @ RAf: ABR2mel 1R, Febr bl BHl, AT el bl BHai > NCERT HTdl M
fareafaenera & uRafda 7€l g uran

Impact: If successful, NCERT model could inspire other curriculum bodies (NCTE,
AICTE, NCI) to similarly upgrade their academic roles

THTd: %A a4 I, NCERT Hisd 317 UTsdsH (Al (NCTE, AICTE, NCI) & g4t d3g 379+t
Aerfores fA®BTE ge & fay URd & Jdar g



NEP 2020 Key Targets | NEP 2020 & Uq& @83

GER in Higher Education: Increase from ~27% (2020) to 50% by 2035

J=1 feign & GER: ~27% (2020) & 2035d%F 50%

School GER: Universal by 2030 for all levels up to secondary

Multidisciplinary Universities: By 2040, all HE institutions to be multidisciplinary

Research: Establish National Research Foundation (NRF) to fund research — now
enacted as ANRF (Anusandhan National Research Foundation) in 2023

Teacher Education: 4-year integrated B.Ed. by 2030; no 2-year B.Ed. for non-teachers

Constitutional Position of Education / feranm @ ddurfAe frafa

Education is in the Concurrent List (List III, Entry 25) — both Centre and States can
legislate

fRrgm FHad gt (i 111, gfafee 25) # 8 — dog; 3R I QAT BT g1 Hebd 8

Added to Concurrent List by 42nd Constitutional Amendment, 1976 (originally in
State List)

424 YIS H2AHE, 1976 GRTIHAd! i § SIS AT (HeT BU 3 I Jail #)




Deemed University — Key Facts | $ivs faeafdamera — yq@ dea

Granted under Section 3 of UGC Act, 1956 on recommendation of UGC
UGC 31fefaam, 1956 S URT 3 & dgd UGC &I fAwrRer iR e fdar sirar @

Must have been functioning for at least 20 years with distinction (general rule —
Needs verification)

India has approximately ~125+ deemed universities (Needs verification on exact
number)

Examples: IISc Bengaluru, BITS Pilani, Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS),
Jamia Hamdard



Type of University

Central University

State University

Deemed to be University

Private University

Open University

Institute of National
Importance (INI)

State Private
(Autonomous Colleges
with Univ Status)

Definition

Universities funded and
controlled by Central
Government

Universities funded and
controlled by State
Government

Institutions given autonomy
by UGC due to excellence

Universities set up by private

bodies/trusts

Distance learning universities

Premier institutions with

special status

Colleges upgraded to

university level autonomy

Established By

Act of Parliament

State Legislature
Act

Declared by
Central Govt on
UGC
recommendation

State Act

Act of
Parliament/State
Act

Act of Parliament

State Act/UGC
approval

Degree

Granting Key Features

Power

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Funded by Union
Govt, nationwide
importance

Operates within
state jurisdiction

High autonomy,
flexible courses

Self-financed,
regulated by UGC

Flexible learning,
no age limit

Focus on
excellence in
specific fields

Limited
jurisdiction,
specialized
programs

Examples

University of Delhi, Jawaharlal Nehru
University

Rajasthan University, Mumbai
University

Tata Institute of Social Sciences, BITS
Pilani
Amity University, Manipal University

Indira Gandhi National Open
University, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open
University

Indian Institutes of Technology, All
India Institute of Medical Sciences

Various emerging institutions



Consider the following statements regarding NCERT's notification as a deemed

university: NCERT &1 1% fa2afdamera & w9 # sifeygferd &1 & Jeu # fAmfefad sem) w faar
P

1. The Ministry of Education issued the notification declaring NCERT a deemed
university in March 2025, following UGC's approval of an expert panel's
recommendation in January 2025.

2. The deemed university status empowers NCERT to engage in commercial and profit-
making activities to fund its research programmes.

3. NCERT must secure accreditation from NAAC and programme ratings from the
National Board of Accreditation as a condition for its deemed university status.

4. The notification covers only NCERT's main headquarters in New Delhi and does not
extend to its regional institutes.



India’s defence exports rose by 62.66% in
'25-26 to reach all-time high of Rs 38,424 cr

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, April 2

DEFENCE EXPORTS have
reached an all-time high of Rs
38,424 crore in the financial
year 2025-26, marking an in-
crease of Rs 14,802 crore
(62.66%) over the previous fis-
cal year’s figure of Rs 23,622
crore, in which the Defence
Public Sector Undertakings
(DPSUs) and the private sector
have contributed 54.84% and
45.16% respectively, the De-
fence Ministry said on Thurs-
day.

In astatement, the Ministry
of Defence (MoD) said that the
DPSUSs’ exports surged by 151%
compared to the previous year
while private firmsrecorded an
increase 0f 14%.

“In terms of value of con-

tribution, the private sector ac-
counted for Rs 17,353 crore
worth of defence exports, while
DPSUs contributed Rs 21,071
crore. Their respective figures
in the previous financial year
stood at Rs 15,233 crore and Rs
8,389 crore (respectively),” it
said, adding that this figure in-
dicates an increase by around
three timesin the last five years.

The ministry said the sharp
rise highlights the increasing
global acceptance of Indian
made defence products and the
sector’s growing integration
with the international supply
chains.

It stated that aside from
being a successful global
partner for systems/sub-sys-
tems, India is exporting de-
fence equipment to more than
80 countries as of FY 2025-26,

adding that the number of ex-
porterswentup to 145 from 128
— a13.3% rise from the pre-
vious fiscal.

It also highlighted the De-
partment of Defence Produc-
tion has streamlined defence
export regulatory processes
with a revamped online portal
and simplified Standard Oper-
ation Procedure for authorisa-
tions.

Commending the efforts of
all stakeholders in this achiev-
ement, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, in a post on X,
said that with DPSUs contribu-
ting 54.84% and private indus-
try 45.16%, this milestone
showcases the power of a col-
laborative and self-reliant de-
fence ecosystem.

He also noted that this sig-
nificantjump of Rs 14,802 crore

in defence exports reflects the
growing global trust in India’s
indigenous capabilitiesand ad-

vanced manufacturing
strength.
On Wednesday, the Defence

Ministry said that it has fully
utilised its capital outlay of Rs
1.86 lakh crore for defence ser-
vices provided for the FY 2025-
26 at the Revised Estimates
stage.

In the FY 2025-26, AoN (Ac-
ceptance of Necessity) for 109
proposals amounting Rs 6.81
lakh crore has been accorded
by MoD, compared to 56 propo-
salsworth Rs1.76 lakh crore ap-
proved in FY 2024-25. Also,
capital procurement contracts
for a total 503 proposals
amounting Rs 2.28 lakh crore
were signed by MoD in FY 2025-
26, it said.



India's defence exports reached an all-time high of ¥38,424 crore in FY 2025-26 — a
62.66% increase (314,802 crore) over the previous year's 323,622 crore

YRd BT &1 fAafd FY 2025-26 A ¥38,424 FR18 & HdbIfeids 3o ¥R W — f0eel a1 & 323,622
Y 62.66% Jfg (14,802 FH3)

DPSUs (Defence Public Sector Undertakings) exports surged by 151% while private
sector recorded 14% growth

DPSUs (&1 qrdstfAd & 39shH) i 151% g STafds fAstt &3 7 14 % qfg aof &

India now exports defence equipment to more than 80 countries as of FY 2025-26;
number of exporters rose from 128 to 145 (13.3% rise)

YRd 39 FY 2025-26 e 80 A 31fties 221 &1 3811 39ehivT fFafd id 8; fRafden! & dwar 128 4145
g8 (13.3% 9fg)

Defence Ministry fully utilised its capital outlay of ¥1.86 lakh crore for defence
services in FY 2025-26

e HATAA A FY 2025-26 H &1 Ha131i o feiv ¥1.86 W B35 & Yoil Uiy &1 gl avg 3udnT
fesa

AoN (Acceptance of Necessity) for 109 proposals worth 6.81 lakh crore accorded in
FY 2025-26 — up from 56 proposals worth X1.76 lakh crore in FY 2024-25

FY 2025-26 % 109 W@l (6.81 ATE HR18) &b Tt AoN — FY 2024-25 & 56 y&ardi (X1.76
ARG BRS) W 37fed



D1. Key Data | %4 3iTés

Parameter | WRTHIEY FY 2024-25/FY 2025-26
Total Defence Exports 323,622 cr > ¥38,424 cr
Growth — > +62.66% (14,802 cr)
DPSU Contribution 38,389 cr » ¥21,071 cr (+151%)

Private Sector Contribution
DPSU share

Private sector share
Countries exported to
Number of exporters

5-year growth

15,233 cr > ¥17,353 cr (+14%)
— > 54.84%

—>45.16%

— >80+

128 > 145 (+13.3%)

~3x increase in last 5 years



D5. Why Important for India? /| WRd & feiq i Hgeaqui?

» India was world's largest arms importer for decades — this shift to exporter status is a
strategic transformation

e YRd P! db fa2d T HeH I3T &R 3maTde® o1 — fAafdew of # Ug geard ve Imfe uRadd &

e Reduces foreign exchange outflow on defence imports - improves Current Account
Deficit (CAD) and trade balance

o3& 37T W fadef ger afgats & gt & - A @rar arer (CAD) 3R TR Hded § guR

» Creates high-skilled jobs in defence manufacturing — aerospace, electronics,

shipbuilding, missile technology
o &M faf 0T H Ie-2red AR Yo — VIR, SeideliHad, STerst (AT, fAared daie

« Strengthens India's strategic autonomy — less dependent on foreign suppliers who

may impose conditions or delays
o MRd &) ATHRE WIaHar Fogd gt & — <Id a1 &3 2 aret fageft syfdesdfan w &n Rk

» Enhances India's diplomatic leverage — countries buying Indian defence equipment
develop deeper strategic ties with India

e VRd P PHeAldd THTT FadT & — MR I&IT ITBIVT WIeA aTel &2 HIRd o H12 Tex ATHRE Ha
fdesfia & &

» Boosts Make in India manufacturing capabilities across the value chain

o I Y&l N Web g STt fafTH{oT &redrsi & g




F3. Future /Mfasg

Best case: India achieves $5 billion (¥42,000+ crore) defence exports target and
moves to $10 billion by 2030; becomes top-10 global defence exporter

Taaw frefd: vrRa $ 5 fafeaa vam fAata dea gride &3ar & 31k 2030 a9 $10 fafeaT; ofid-10
dfedes Tamm fAafaes gadr g

Worst case: Geopolitical complications (sanctions, diplomatic pressure), quality
control issues, or supply chain failures limit further growth

I @R fAfd: y-rsifdes stfeaarg (ufdey, pe-tfdes aara), Toradr =01 g a1 3gfd $&e
fawardry 31 &1 gfg Hifad &l &
Impact on India:

 Economic: More FDI in defence; more jobs; better CAD; technology upgrades

» Strategic: Reduced import dependence; stronger bilateral ties with buying

nations

» Diplomatic: India as key player in global defence — enhances QUAD, 12U2,
SCO relevance



Major Indian Defence Products Being Exported | fiafd fasg i1 ¥ WHE HRATI &1 301

« Brahmos Missile: Supersonic cruise missile (India-Russia joint venture); exported to
Philippines (2022) — India's biggest defence export deal

o STEN fATg e guRETe ot fRaTee; fetdia o1 fafa (2022)

« Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH Dhruv): Exported to Ecuador, Nepal, Mauritius,
Maldives

o 37Td Eopl efcibIe (ALH Yd): SHTSR, AUTe, AR, ATt d I fafd
» Dornier-228 aircraft: HAL-made; exported to several countries

o SIfFAR-228 fauE: HAL fAfdd; & 2on &1 fAafa

» Pinaka Multi-Barrel Rocket Launcher: Exported to Armenia; interest from several
others

o TOATHT HeEt - Ibe dATaR: 3T & fFafa
« Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPVs): Defence shipyards (MDL, GSL, GRSE) exporting
o YA Medt did: MDL, GSL, GRSE grT fFafa

« Electronic warfare systems, radars, communication equipment: BEL

o  ZAGRIP gg UOTell, T8R: BEL



Consider the following statements about India's defence exports in FY 2025-26: FY

2025-26 W YRd & &1 [Aaid & aR A fAEfafEd w2 o fdar &3

1. India's defence exports in FY 2025-26 reached X38,424 crore, marking a growth of
62.66% over the previous year.

2. The private sector contributed more than 50% of India's total defence exportsin FY
2025-26.

3. India exported defence equipment to more than 80 countries as of FY 2025-26 and the
number of defence exporters rose from 128 to 145.

4. The Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) recorded a 151% surge in exports
compared to the previous financial year.



Anuradha Mascarenhas
Pune, April 2

CANCER IS the 10th leading
cause of death among children
in India, as per the Global
Burden of Disease (GBD) 2023
study published in The Lancet.
Globally, itistheeighth lead-
ing cause for childhood deaths,
ahead of measles, tuberculosis
and HIV/AIDS, with outcomes
largely determined by resource
availability, as per the study led
by researchers fromthe Institute
for Health Metrics Evaluation at
the University of Washington
School of Medicine and St Jude
Children's Research Hospital,

CHILDREN IN LOW- AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES ACCOUNT FOR 85% OF NEW CASES

Cancer 10th leading cause of death among Kids in India: Study

In 2023 alone, as per the
study, there were 3.77 lakh new
cases of childhood cancer and
144 lakh deaths worldwide,

While the study also shows
that since 1990, new cases have
been relatively stable globally,
and deaths have decreased by
27%, children in low- and
middle-income countries fare
the worst. They accounted for
85%ofthe new cases, 94% ofthe
deathsand 94% of disability-ad-
justed life years in 2023.

South Asia alone accounts
for 20.5% of the global deaths,
the study shows. Compared to
the drop globally, it saw a 169%

decline in childhood cancer

* ALARMINGNUMBERS

3.77 lakh

New cases of childhood
cancer reported in 2023

1.44 lakh

Number of deaths worldwide

20.5%

South Asia's
sharein
number of
global deaths

17,000

Number of
childrenin
India who died
of cancer *

CANCERTYPESWITHTHE

GREATEST BURDEN

GLOBALLY: e

@ Brain/central ‘

nervous

system cancers

(cancer of the lymph system)

270/ Dropin cancer deaths
©among children

globally since 1990

® Leukemias
@ Non-Hodgkin lymphoma
“All figures of 2023

SOURCE: GLOSAL BURDEN OF DESEASE STUDY PUBLISHED IN THE LANCET

deaths from 1990 to 2023. In
India, approximately 17,000
children died of cancer in 2023

The cancer types with the
greatest burden globally in 2023
were leukemias, brain/central
nervous system cancers and
non-Hodgkin lymphoma
(cancer of the lymph system).

Commenting on the India
findings, Dr Venkatraman Rad-
hakrishnan, Professor of Medi-
cal Oncology atthe Cancer Insti-
tute, Adyar, Chennai, said it was
amatterof concernthat “despite
this, childhood canceris notin-
cluded in India's national cancer
control planning”,

Noting that “most of the

deaths in low- and middle-in-
come countries are prevent-
able”, headded: "Addressing this
requires urgent inclusion of
childhood cancer in national
cancer control plans, alongside
investment in early diagnosis,
access to essential treatment,
strong supportive care and ro-
bust cancer registries to guide
planning and improve out-
comes.” The study'sauthorssay
that information on childhood
cancer burden is crucial for ef-
fective cancer policy planning.
“Unfortunately, observed paedi-
atric cancer data are not avail-
able in every country, and pre-

vious global burden estimates

have not discretely reported sev-
eral common cancers of child-
hood... GBD 2023 data sources
for cancer estimation included
population-based cancer regis-
tries, vital registration systems,
and verbal autopsies.”

Lisa Force, lead author from
the Institute for Health Metrics
and Evaluation, said, “The vast
majority of children with cancer
live in low- and middle-income
countries, where delays in diag-
nosis, lack of access to essential
cancer treatment, and other
health system limitations and
barrierstocare can contributeto
disparities in childhood cancer
burden.”




The Global Burden of Disease (GBD) 2023 study, published in The Lancet, found that
cancer is the 10th leading cause of death among children in India and the 8th
globally

goide A wopTfeld dfedes A arst (GBD) 2023 31e08H A UrdT fds 8 HRd H aed] &l §g BT 1041
WY BROT 2 3R fdeq TR e 8ai

In 2023 alone, there were 3.77 lakh new cases of childhood cancer and 1.44 lakh
deaths worldwide

Paet 2023 #, faea Wy H gou &b HE & 3.77 W1 Y ATHA 31K 1.44 ATE Hid g8

Children in Low- and Middle-Income Countries (LMICs) account for 85% of new
cases, 94% of deaths, and 94 % of disability-adjusted life years (DALYs) in 2023

71 3R W 3 are 421 (LMICs) & s 2023 H 85% AY "THeAl, 94 % Hidi 3R 94%
faeaiTar-aarafSia sitaa asf (DALYs) & fag SR

~17,000 children died of cancer in India in 2023 — yet childhood cancer is NOT
included in India's national cancer control planning

2023 HHRA A ~17,000 Tl Bl HER A Y — 03 I a1eT HR YRA D1 I R =01 dieran §
IECER

South Asia accounts for 20.5% of global childhood cancer deaths — a
disproportionately high burden

Zferor vfer dfede aret a Adl &1 20.5% fe:dT & — 39AH BU A I died



Childhood cancer refers to cancers that occur in children typically from birth to age 14
(sometimes up to 19) — the most common types are blood cancers (leukemia) and
brain tumours

Tl R 37 BER| P BEd & ofl ged A o F 14 a9 (FHl-HT 19 acb) 3T H 8ld & — Fad JH=T
YPBR IoRd HaR (RIBHAT) 3R AT SR &

Global Burden of Disease (GBD) is a comprehensive worldwide study that measures

deaths, illness, and disability from hundreds of diseases and risk factors — published
regularly by IHME (Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation)

dfedes I aeT (GBD) Uk AUk faoderyt 3t & S Adbs! dATRa I gia), SHmRay 31k
fdeetiTdT &1 H19dT 8 — IHME gRT f[Aafdd % 4 gebrferd

DALY (Disability-Adjusted Life Year): One DALY = one year of healthy life lost — it
combines years lost due to premature death AND years lived with disability; used to
compare disease burden globally

DALY (fdsariar-aaraifoid sitad av): T DALY = TR Siid= &1 U a¥ @i — 97g A 9d g A
@G atf + faeserirdT & arer Sig a; dfedes A aet Y gerT & forg 3=

The key finding is that while cancer deaths in children have decreased by 27%
globally since 1990 (due to better treatment in rich countries), children in poor and
developing countries like India are being left behind — they have worse outcomes
due to late diagnosis and poor access to treatment

g fAsp: STafds 1990 A gl H iy §og faed TR W 27 % HH gs (3R 42 # gk 3uaR 3),
YRA S TR Q20 A o< Ui B¢ 78 8 — R A e 31R 3U€R deb TRTd Uge &b BRI




D1.Key Data from GBD 2023 Study /| GBD 2023 31739 Q?EE‘I AHTPbs

Indicator | ddbdd Figure | 3iTgT

New childhood cancer cases (2023) 3.77 lakh globally

Deaths globally (2023) 1.44 lakh

Rank globally 8th leading cause of child death
Rankin India 10th leading cause

Children died in India (2023) ~17,000

LMIC share of new cases 85%

LMIC share of deaths 94%

LMIC share of DALYs 94%

South Asia share of global deaths 20.5%

Global decline since 1990
India/South Asia decline

New cases trend since 1990

27% drop in cancer deaths
Only 16.9% decline (less than global avg)

Relatively stable globally



D5. Why Important for India? /| WRd & feiq & Hgeaqui?

India has ~17,000 child cancer deaths/year — comparable to deaths from vaccine-
preventable diseases

YRd § ~17,000 9T &R Hid/asf — Sepr-FHarofia SiHiRal @ g1 areft didl & srreR

India's decline in childhood cancer deaths (16.9%) is significantly below the global
average (27%) — indicating worse progress

YRd H 1] T HIdl H fRTaE (16.9% ) Afedcs 3119d (27%) T BTh! BH — BRI WTIfd BT Hbd
India's child health programs (RBSK, NHM, ICDS) focus primarily on malnutrition,
infectious diseases — cancer is neglected

HRd & 9T R BTRIEH (RBSK, NHM, ICDS ) H%0d: FHUIYUT, HehTH T 0 dhiod — Ha
3ufara

National Cancer Grid (NCG) and NPCDCS need to explicitly include paediatric
oncology protocols

U W I (NCG) 33 NPCDCS ! aTed feifesedm 3iT=pletioi HIeiblel T BY H TfHe e
d1feq

Many Indian children lack access to paediatric oncologists — most cancer specialists
are adult oncologists

&S MR Sl 1 Tt feifeb et 3T=pIATToIe dob Ugd Tal — 3ifeeior v fadivst aukp
HT=PICATIOTE &



THE DAILY QUIZ

As NASAs Artemis II mission launches the first crewed lunar fly
is a quiz on humanity’s tryst with the moon

Mohammed Hidhavat

A

QUESTION 1

What was the informal name for the
Cold War competition between the
USA and USSR for spaceflight
supremacy?

A

QUESTION 2

Name the first spacecraft to orbit the
moon, which was achieved on this day
(April 3) in 1966.

A

QUESTION 3

What was the name of the lander in
India’s Chandrayaan-2 lunar mission,
and who was it named after?

A

QUESTION 4

Project A119 was a secret U.S. Air
Force plan from the late 1950s. What
did it propose? a). develop a space
elevator to transport materials; b).

CH

detonate a nuclear bomb on the
moon; ¢). terraform the moon for
human habitation.

A

QUESTION 5

Which animal became the first to
orbit earth?

A

QUESTION 6

Which country made the first-ever
soft landing on the moon’s far side?
Name the mission as well.

A

QUESTION 7

Which term originates from the
moon’s perceived influence on
human behaviour?

N

QUESTION 8

Famed singer David Bowie’s ‘Space
Oddity’ was released in 1969, the
same year as which NASA
expedition? What was historic about
the mission?

A

Visual question:

This iconic frame from an early science fiction film shows
a capsule landing on the moon. Name the silent film
released in 1902. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS




Word of the day

Extol:

praise, glorify, or honour

Synonyms: laud, worship, commend

Usage: people often extol their favourite
leaders.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/extol

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jikstaul/

A
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