Dail

Lawlessness, disorder
as protesters run ric
2l TWHAT POUCE MUST EXPL

y Current

: TR »

Tk - “107/8

Eﬁﬁ@ ‘Imﬁﬂ- r—

s sgen d Byl peoeny o parem el 1 par A mog po i meepng po A mEes
] T o epek ol P it wo s+ e o g o pen b w0 sl £

b o, ol 7 Bl W ity wvTe

STh

i, B A T

U] g s Isdam Taboes vwige 2 Chima Sor. el 3 e Wi vl He Trink s iT1a new
wrmrige L Prakbeat  power feughostados | bt
Good Morning |
BT R e

A arealfallii i owdieh ity -

“—‘1 Ly ! » v

friend; lavishes prais

Ry Ve e s el

THE

STheIndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




The Hindu ‘

— 2
‘ PIB, PRS & Other
newspaper

¥ ot s' .
2
The Indian » Jansatta
v

Express

2

Financial
Express



Download class24

v

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ



Join RASonly Jaipur — Ace
RAS 2025!

Looking for the best RAS offline coaching in Jaipur? Our
expert faculty, daily tests, and personalized guidance will
get you exam-ready!

S LIMITED,
_ )

@ 28-30, JDA Market, Shri Hans
Marg, Gopalpura Bypass Rd

Q, 9057143412

5
Y @ RASonl
@ , RAsonly

Request a Free Consultation

Name
Mobile Number

E-mail address

Submit Request

@ +9190571 43412

@ info.rasonly@gmail.com
OJol> Jolo)




“Life is better when
you're laughing.”
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UNEXPLAIMED cASES

Sudden deaths
not linked to
COVID vaccine,™
says Centre

SICMONTH SENTENCE
Dhaka court convicts
Hasina in absentia

™ THE SPoTLIGHT
Gill and Jaiswal shine
on the opening day
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37 bodies found

iin
factory blast

HYDERABAD

T body of one more worker
at the Sigachi

Inclustries blast stz an

prm————

CHENNAL
In 5 sgreficant verdict o s
plea Fied an behalf of the
Rirean Ministry of Home Affairs,

(2} af the ndian Teleg)
e, 1885, 1o permit the. entral
and State governments to
resort to phane tapping as a
Corvert maasure for crime
desection, 1 PAGE 2

BRICS will create a balanced
‘multipolar’ world order: PM

PM lands in Ghana as he begins his five-nation trip; be s

s the vi

strengthen cooperation within Global South; Modi

will also artend the BRICS summit in Brazil and hold mees_mp,« he will receive state honours of Ghana, Trinidad and Tobago

MEW DELHI
ndla and Brazil will
ldls(uss ways to ad-
ance the priorities of
the Global South in the
coming days, said Prime
Minister Narendra Mo
ahead of his fve-nation vi-
sit beginning on
nesday.

wed
BT Modl who will at-
tend the S summis to
be held in Brazis Fio D
he  trip,

wisit will help strengthen
cooperation  within_the
Global South. The Prime
RMinister s expected to
hold several bilateral mest-
ings on the sidelines of the
summir s we

committed to
BRICS as a vital platform
for cooperation  among

¥u
SRR thas: Primee Mantster Marandrs Modi being welcomsad by

Ghana President John Mahama in Acers on Wednesday. s

emerging economies To-
gether, we strive for a more

mibia, before concluding
the trip on July 9
o Gh

pients of the honour in-
Fhude the Lums French Prest-

Olusegun sanjo, and
former Namibian Presi-
dent Sam %

manl Mahama in (iILana.
~Ghana is a valued partn.

in the Global South and
ant role in

ding that his visét will build
on India’s historie tes with
Ghana and

multipolar world order;.
sald Mr. Modi in a depar-
ture statement as he board-
ed the official aircraft that
anded in Ghana for a bilat-
eral wisit

The Prime Minister will
alsa visit Trinkdad and To-
bage, Argentina, and Ma-

mews  outet  Graphic-
-com. g, the Forekgn Minis-
ter of Ghana Samael Ckud-
zeto Ablakwa had
announced that Mr. Modi
will receive the country's
highest state honour, the
Companson of the Order of
the Sine. of Chann, durfag
wisit. Previous

building and development
partmearship.

Mr. Modi will also ad-
dress’ she Parllamens of

and talks would be held
with Mr. Modi during the
visit regarding vaccine pro-
duction in Ghana.

[
wil fly v Trimiciad and To.
bage where he will be hast-
ed by Prime Minister Kam-
Ia Persad Bissessar

“This wisit will provide

ancestry
umite ws,” sald Mr. Modl
Government of Trink
dad and Tobago has an-
will

L
ceed to Brasilia for a state
wisit.

On the way back home,
Mz btodl will stop ax pami-
bia. rr. Modi meet
President 'ietumbn Mandi
Ndairwah and address the
Joint Session of Namibian

Parliament.

Uddhav urges SC
to hear plea on
Shiv Sena name

NEW DELHI
Snie Sena (UBTH leader Uddhay
Thiackery urged the Supreme
Court on Wed nesday ta hear
an spplication ta les his facticn

NEW DELHI

£10rE WOters In the State,
especially the migrant
papulation, a delegstion of
Ieaders from the Indsan
Matlanal Developme ntal,
Inclusive Alliance said on
Wednesday 1o PAGE 5

_— "l
Toll rises to 11 as

heavy rain batters
Himachal's Mamndi

CHANDIGAR)
At least 11 people have died in
incidants of cloudburst and
Flash floods triggered by 2
ey spell of rain in Mand:
district of Himschal Pra
benusen the Iniarvening night
e June 30 and July
40 pecple are missrg acrass
she State. 1 PAGE &

cM
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gress: Devotess 3rmve 3t Baltsl base camp in Ganderbal, Jammu and Kashmir on Wednesday shead of the Amarmath vatrs

sxarting Thursday. iMRAN 4 E2A%

Kashmir opens arms to first batch of
Amarnath pilgrims amid tight security

Peerzada Ashia
SRINAGAR

The first batch of around
5,485 pilgrims undertaking
the anmeal Amarnarh Yarra
reached the Kashmir Valley
on Wedn under a
multi-tier and revamped

Kashmir's Anan

security ne
which “inchsded facial-re-

welcome.

The annual pilgrimage
will officially kick off from
Thursday.

The first batch arrived in
299 vehicles at the base
camps of Baltal in central
Kashmir's Ganderbal dis-
trict and Munwan in south

ar
mements for the p

Hase Camp in Jammu, said:
“The administration, peo
phe of Jak. the Shrl Amar.
oard, K Pol-
o, and " sooary " orees
have made elaborare arran-
irns.
Undeterred by terror inci
dents, devotees of

ing in
manaerating their immense

roric than previous vears™

diow,

traditional Nunwan-Chan-
danwarl yatra route In
Anantnag.

“Pilgrims were grested
with flowers. Let us walk
sogether in lhe spiris of

rhood.

ot sociery group pahal-

gam Alliance., sald_

To deter “any ini

elements from entering the

yatra route”, officials sald
, -

Eaith_ [ hope that this year's
yatra his-

facial recognition systems
have

systems are connected to a
database of militants and
their alleged supporters in
the Valley
“alki, 2 ot routes of
the yatra — Pahal
Chandanwark Pissu
sheshnag Panchiarni Hialy
and the Baltal Do
madl Barari- Cave
e designated s na-fy

el
Enthusiastic  devotees
r

Iran halts
cooperation
with nuclear
watchdog

ed Isracli and United States
strikes on ies nuclear facili
des.

Last month's 12-day co-
flict between lran and [s-

by Tehran
the International
‘Atomic Energy Agency.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 14

Bring perpetrators
of Pahalgam attack
to justice, says Quad

The Quad unequivocally cuullt. mas all

acts of te

il v e

m
ism i all ies forms and manifescations, uklu.lm,.

russ-border
CQUAD FOREIGN MINISTE

s

5 JOINT STATEMENT

NEW DELH1

Eo Justice “without any de-
lay™, a joint statement is-
swed in Washingron said.
The statement was ls-
sued on Tuesday nighe af-
ter the four Ministers — Ex-

ternal Affairs Minister S.

isha r, Australia’s Fo-
relgn  Minister  Penny
e pan‘s Farelgn

wember in India this year.

Condemns terror
“The Guad unequivocal
condemns all acts of terro-

rism and violen: extre-
mism _in all #s for

manifestations, inchuding
cross-border | terrorism,
and renews our commic
ment 1 rrerrorism
cooperation.” the state-

ment sald, condemning
the Pahalgam arrack.
~We call for the perpe-

Stat w
their abligations under in-

Counc
Resolurions] 13 cooperaee

actively with all Televant
authorities in this regard,”
the statement added

stand and appreciate that
Indis will exercise its right
‘defend people
Satnat terrartsm
The fous Ministers had
held a meeting
ton after s[(el\dlng g
ration of U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump in
year. However,
Thie 5 the s Tarma ‘Quad

previous Quard Forelgn Mi-
nisters' statements, most
r the s

o Pl A1
raine war and the larael-
Gaza conflict, indicaring a
more narrow geographical
focus than before, with
greater emphasis on the In-
‘do-Pacific region.

Withous directly naming
China, the grouping ex-

the East China Sea and
South China Sea.
Quaﬂ uudsnzrsmd

they
iy unilatera) actiams that
seek to change the status
o by farce or cosrcion”
in the Indo-Pacific.

Special cells to reopen cases
of militancy victims in J&K

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

The Jammu & Kashmir Pal
ice on Wwednesday started
circulating special phone
numbers to reopen cases

and
identify the perpetrators

vernment dey
jecording to the sk
police, dedicated

ate
e i e et
have been set up in Anant-

oves
the security measures put
in place for the yatra J&K
Chief Minister Crmar Ab-
elleks ol el it
felt wishes to all devotes

embarking on the sacred

Journey-.

nag, ipora, Budgam,
Baramulla, and Sopore in
the Kashmir division. Simi-
lar ]‘elpl.lne-s are hel.l\g set
up in_ th
Witk Doda district alraady
establishing one such c
The police sald affectad

The police said
affected individuals,
or sheir Gamilics. can

ouumber

individuals, or their fami-
les, can contact the hel-
pline number by voice call,
sus and WhatsApp on all
working days between 10
s e pm.

"he move came a day af-
ter ju(. Lisutenant Gover-
nor Manaoj Sinl

kin on priority”.

The Lisutenant-Gover-
nor also directed the Depu-
‘ty Commissioners and Se-
nior Superintendents of
immediare
measures o free propes-
‘thes of the families of terror
wictims and land grabbed

working  in

the cases where the wic-
tims were “hrutally killed
by Pakistan-hacked terro-

Jolis are provided to next of

Financial assistance under
MUDRA and handholding
must be extended to the
terror victim family mem-
bers who want to start
their self- employment ven-




BRICS will create a balanced
‘multipolar’ world order: PM

PM lands in Ghana as he begins his five-nation trip; he says the visits will strengthen cooperation within Global South; Modi

will also attend the BRICS summit in Brazil and hold meetings; he will receive state honours of Ghana, Trinidad and Tobago

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia and Brazil will
ldiscuss ways to ad-

vance the priorities of
the Global South in the
coming days, said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
ahead of his five-nation vi-
sit beginning on
Wednesday.

Mr. Modi, who will at-
tend the BRICS summit to
be held in Brazil’s Rio De
Janeiro during the trip,
said the summit will help
create a “balanced multi-
polar world order”. He
further said the five-nation
visit will help strengthen
cooperation within the
Global South. The Prime
Minister is expected to
hold several bilateral meet-
ings on the sidelines of the
summit as well.

Argentina on itinerary

“As a founding member,
India is committed to
BRICS as a vital platform
for cooperation among

F_-
L e
4 'S

&t
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Pleasant ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed by
Ghana President John Mahama in Accra on Wednesday. ANI

emerging economies. To-
gether, we strive for a more
peaceful, equitable, just,
democratic and balanced
multipolar world order,”
said Mr. Modi in a depar-
ture statement as he board-
ed the official aircraft that
landed in Ghana for a bilat-
eral visit.

The Prime Minister will
also visit Trinidad and To-
bago, Argentina, and Na-

mibia, before concluding
the trip on July 9.
According to Ghanaian
news outlet Graphic-
.com.gh, the Foreign Minis-
ter of Ghana Samuel Okud-
zeto Ablakwa had
announced that Mr. Modi
will receive the country’s
highest state honour, the
Companion of the Order of
the Star of Ghana, during
the visit. Previous reci-

pients of the honour in-
clude the late French Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac, King
Mohammed VI of Moroc-
co, President Luiz Inacio
‘Lula’ da Silva of Brazil,
former Nigerian President
Olusegun Obasanjo, and
former Namibian Presi-
dent Sam Nujoma.

Mr. Modi will hold talks
with President John Dra-
mani Mahama in Ghana.
“Ghana is a valued partner
in the Global South and
plays an important role in
the African Union and the
Economic Community of
West African States (ECO-
WAS),” said Mr. Modi, ad-
ding that his visit will build
on India’s historic ties with
Ghana and help in opening
up areas like investment,
energy, health, capacity
building and development
partnership.

Mr. Modi will also ad-
dress the Parliament of
Ghana during the visit. Mr.
Ablakwa has said that Gha-
na plans to emerge as the
“vaccine hub” for Africa

and talks would be held
with Mr. Modi during the
visit regarding vaccine pro-
duction in Ghana.

From Ghana, Mr. Modi
will fly to Trinidad and To-
bago where he will be host-
ed by Prime Minister Kam-
la Persad Bissessar.

“This visit will provide
an opportunity to rejuve-
nate the special bonds of
ancestry and kinship that
unite us,” said Mr. Modi.
The Government of Trini-
dad and Tobago has an-
nounced that Mr. Modi will
be conferred with the Or-
der of the Republic of Tri-
nidad and Tobago, the
highest state honour of the
Caribbean nation.

Following the BRICS
summit, Mr. Modi will pro-
ceed to Brasilia for a state
visit.

On the way back home,
Mr. Modi will stop at Nami-
bia. Mr. Modi will meet
President Netumbo Nandi
Ndaitwah and address the
Joint Session of Namibian
Parliament.



© Countries on the Itinerary
* Ghana
» Trinidad & Tobago
e Namibia
* Argentina

e Brazil (for BRICS Summit)

+ Key Objectives
» Strengthen cooperation within the Global South.
* Promote a balanced, democratic, multipolar world order.
» Advance discussions on:
e Investment
e Energy
e Health
* Capacity building

» Development partnerships



2 BRICS Summit - Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

e PM Modi to attend BRICS Summit.

India committed to BRICS as a platform for Global South cooperation.

 Focus on creating a “balanced multipolar world order”.

Emphasis on:
e Peace
e Equity
» Justice

e Democratic international order



= Bilateral Engagements - Ghana

Talks with President John Dramani Mahama.

Ghana's role:

» Key partner in African Union and ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States).
e Historic ties with India.

PM Modi to address Ghanaian Parliament.

To be conferred:

 Companion of the Order of the Star of Ghana, country’s highest civilian honour.



N Trinidad & Tobago Visit
 Hosted by PM Kamla Persad Bissessar.
» Highlights:
e Focus on cultural and ancestral ties with the Indian diaspora.
 PM Modi to be honoured with:

* Order of the Republic of Trinidad & Tobago, nation's highest civilian honour.

% Namibia Visit
* Meeting with President Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah.

o Address to Joint Session of Namibia's Parliament.



== Argentina Engagement
e |ndia's commitment to deepening ties with Argentina.

e Strengthening BRICS as a cooperation platform for emerging economies.

. Significance for India & Global South
e [India positioning itself as a leader of Global South.
e Advocating:

« Reform of global governance structures.

» Greater voice for developing nations.

e Strengthening partnerships with Africa, Latin America, and Caribbean nations.



Full Form

Founded

Initial Term (BRIC)

Members

2024 Members (Post Expansion)

Total Members (2024)

Population (2024)

Total GDP (2024)

Key Focus Areas

Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa

2009 (South Africa joined in 2010)

Coined by economist Jim O'Neill in 2001

Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa

Total 10 members (Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, UAE added)

10 Countries

Approx. 3.6 billion (~45% of world population)

Approx. $28 trillion (about 27% of global GDP)

Economic Cooperation, Political Dialogue, Reform of Global Institutions (UN,

IMF, WTQ), Development Finance



+ 16th

Host
country

Motto

Cities

2025 BRICS summit

17th BRICS summit
67 July 20251 18th —

¢

BRICS

Brasil 2025

SUL GLOBAL INCLUSIVO E SUSTENTAVEL

Brazil

Inclusive and Sustainable Global
South

(Portuguese: Sul Global
Inclusivo e Sustentavel)

Rio de Janeiro

Participants Brazil

Chair

mm Russia

mam India

China

B= South Africa
m EQYPL

=E= Ethiopia
BN |ndonesia
= Iran

E= United Arab Emirates

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,
President of Brazil



BRICS Bank

Recent BRICS Summit (2024)

Next BRICS Summit (2025)

Key Institutions

Recent Expansion Countries

(2024)

Notable Initiatives

Challenges

Opportunities

New Development Bank (NDB), established in 2014, HQ: Shanghai, China

Hosted by South Africa (Johannesburg)

To be hosted by Russia

New Development Bank (NDB), Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA),
BRICS Business Council

Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, UAE

BRICS Payment System (under development), Local Currency Trade

Discussions, Global South Cooperation

Internal political differences, Geopolitical tensions (e.g., China-India),

Economic disparity among members

Strengthening Global South voice, Alternative to Western-dominated

institutions, Boost to intra-BRICS trade
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Mohali court extends remand
of Majithia by four days

AN ool ey o WA oy =Shersclox] by ok
the

sight security after his seven-day

remand ended
Farry Sott taid the media
extended Mr.

vigilance
nesday. mewmu[m
that tl

Majithia™ remand hy four more

days after the Vigilance Burean filed an
application_ The Punjab Vigilance Bureau
arrested Mr. Majithia on June 25 in connection
with allegedly Laundering of 540 crore of “drug
money”. On June 26, Mr. Majithia was remanded

0 seven days o

Figilance custody. sn

NHRC notice to Odisha govt.

over assault of two persons

The National Human

Bights Comemisclon {NERC)
on Wednesday said it had issued notices
Oelisha gover

o the

et amd the Stateos paliee thiel
et g i e

diain water, on suspiclon of Slegally seugeling
o

catile by people by

other community

an June, 26, it said in a statement.

Phone tapping cannot be
allowed for crime detection,
says HC, rejecting MHA plea

tion, the judge said.

Two contingencies
A ok Beciim: BU0, etie
Centre or the S

i o ¥ e e

Act of 1885 sets out the Lakshrnan Rekda for resocting to
confined to see whether it is crossed or not. says Justice N, Anand \-\-_‘nkd.n:-h

Hawewver nable and well-intended the objectne may be, e tag ping

af phones in th

phone rapping only in case
of two contingencies: on
the occurrence of any pu-
blic emergency, or in the
Inferedt>af ToblE. gatety.
role of the

b Rar gl frd
whether this threshold is
crossed ar mot,” the judge
said.

Declining to expand the

cptires; it iise later

tarce cannot be justified, sys judge. REUTERS

= pacs af Aricle i by b

and the

e

stipulated in Section S(2) of
the Act, cannot be legally

Justified as the law present-
by stands,” id,
while allowing a 2018 wrlit
petitio

P Kishore of Chennal-
based Everonn E n

The intercepted calls led
the arrest of Additional
Con siomer of Income

Tax Andasu Ravinder for
allegedly receiving a bribe
of 150 lakh_

Holding that there was

the judge ordered that the
intercepted calls should

held
the Home Secretary’s or-
der to be unconstitutional,
since it had heen passed in
winlation of Section 5(2) of
the 1885 Act. Further, the

of

porRCnE e Tistory. af
the right to_privacy since

1504, the judge sabd it final-

Iy came to be recognised as

Jective may be, tapping of
phones, dehors a -public
emergency” or in the “inter-
ests of public safery” as

placing  the Secretary’s
authorisation before

Taemil Machy Minister KR, Peryakaruppan handing sver the [cb
appaintment crder o Ajith Kumar's brother Haveen Kuma:

T-N. custodial death:
victim’s brother given
government job

SIVAGANGA

Acting on  Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M_K_ Stalin’s

a job appointment order
and a patta (hond) to B. Na-
ween Kumar, 27, the hroth-

er of Sivaganga custodial
death victim B. Ajith Ku-

cheque was given to Afith
Kumar's mother

o he DM Manomadiral
MLA A Tamilarasi Raviko-
mar was also present on
the accasion

Ajith Kumar, a security

rakall

waman acol
that gold jewellery

cheque to the family. The

port on July &

Maharashtra Opposition stage
+walkout over plight of farmers

BeUMBAL

Teader Vijay
Wadettrwar led the charge,
highlighting the plight of
soybean farmers who have
not received payments un-
der the Minimum Suppore
Price {(MSP} scheme. “An-

died by suscide, with 300
cases declared ineligible
for compensation and in-
quiries seill pending in 194
cases. He moved an ad-

Journment motion seeking
a detailed discussion on

Cooperation and Mar-
keting ninister Jayluamar
Bawal claimed ~ soybean
pr ent was conduct-
ed on a record scale across
S62 centres, bnvolving
more than 51,000 farmers.

the Andura Sheskari Com.

roo . e <
and delaying sightful payments to fammers. ALE Aare.

pany, a farmer collective
from Balapur tehsil in Ako-
la district. The group failed
to deliver 1,297 quintals of

‘the House that efforts were:
‘ongning o ensure affected
farmers recepve their dues.

Dissarisfied with the go-
wvernment’s response and
the rejection of the ad-

U.P. school merger
plan anti-poor;, should
be dropped: Mayawati

M Bumar
LUCKNOW

Bahugan Samaj Party (BSP)
president  Mayawat
Wednesday described the

. saying that it
= crores of

“The decision taken by
the Basic Education Coun-
cil to close down many
s under the guise of
pairing or integration of
primary schools appears
unfair, unnecessary  and
anti-poor at first glance 1t
is an appeal to the govern-
ment to immediately with-
draw this decision i the
lasger interest of the poor

* wrote Ms. Maya-

LLP, govt, is planning
Lo merge schools

having enroloent of
Less than 50 student:
with mearby school

watl, on X.
The LLP. government is
planning 0 merge sch

il
Thais et e £,
wan raw it
The former four-time U.P.
€M said if the school meng-
er plan is implemented,
she will withdraw it and
bring In the old system
whenever her party forms
the government

Odisha civil servants plan mass
leave after attack on co]league

Earilk

The Odisha Administragive

by our members in the line

“aerest of
BJP leader Jagannath

alescribed as a
“heinous aot”

of duty. It & not just an as-

DASA president Tyt R
Jjan Mishra
“Dangerous preced,
The association warned

* the DASA sakd
deleg,al:h)n S offeers mat

Chief Secretary Manoj
Ahazja to express their re-

han fajhi to seek assu-

Ting
while earlier specula-
tion suggested hat M.
Pradhan i surrender
1o the police. his meeting
has felud pereeptions st
the BIF i

Hathras stampede: one yvear on, families mourn as trials continue

Press Trust of Tndia
HATHRAS

Ome year after the Hathras
tnamprede tht claaned 121
Hives, families of the wic-
to grapple
legal battie

If Baba really had any
he would have

daughter — in the deacly
stampede during a reli-
Elous gathering on July 2,
2024,

Vinod, 46, runs a shop
in Sokhana village of Uttar
Pradesh's Hathras cistrice
and cares for his three sur-

an: Relatives moum the death of stampede victins n

B e TR BLE e

wiving children. Bug the

crumbling),” he says.

dy occurred
when over 2.5 lakh follow-
«ers gathered for a satsang
boy meifatyled godman Su-

raj also known  as
Bhuleﬁsba in Mughal Gar-

v s
cm

TherraT 00503 vo bendl o T FOBCEARE PVT 7D E

hi village. Although per-
mission had been granted
for 80,000 people, the tur-
noust far exce pecta-
tions.  After the

chans erupted as devoiees
rushed toward Bhole Ba-
ba's vehicle, reportedly to

tigatsons revealed glar-
ing lapses in planning and

erows control. Exit routes

Palice instead filed charges

SRl 11 of Tl Wil 1iv

e currently out on bail.
E Jud commis-
slon, which submi ies

Supreme Court advocate
AP Singh, representing
Baba's followers, called the
tragedy a conspiracy. “The
police hurriedly filed a

Goa govt. combines
two schemes, widows
to get I4,000 monthly

Addressing a press con-
ference in the presence of
Chief Minister Pramod Sa-
want, Soctal Welfare Mins-
ter Subhash Phal Desai sasd
uneil now the eligible can-

didates had to apply with
the foi sl Weltare Depar:
ment for the Griha Aacdha;

scheme o get 31,500 pe

e arhile another applica-
tion had to be submitted to
thieState Wornen aed] CHll]
Welfare rtment for
the munmly aid of 2,500
a5 a widow,

the widows will get £4,000
per month.

= e

e




Phone tapping cannot be
allowed for crime detection,
says HC, rejecting MHA plea

Indian Telegraph Act of 1885 sets out the Lakshman Rekha for resorting to phone tapping and the

role of the court is confined to see whether it is crossed or not, says Justice N. Anand Venkatesh

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

he Madras High
T Court on Wednes-
day refused to ex-

pand the scope of Section
5(2) of the Indian Tele-
graph Act of 1885, and per-
mit the Central and State
governments to resort to
phone tapping as a covert
measure to detect crimes.

Justice N. Anand Venka-
tesh rejected such a re-
quest made on behalf of
the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA). “This
court is unable to accept
this submission since the
boundaries for invasion of
a  fundamental right
through the medium of
enacted law is a function of
the legislature and not of
the court,” he said. Section
5(2) sets out the Lakshman
Rekha for resorting to the
extreme measure of phone
tapping, which amounts to
invasion of the right to pri-
vacy, a right that had been
recognised as an integral
part of the fundamental
right to life and personal li-
berty guaranteed under
Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion, the judge said.

Two contingencies

As per Section 5(2), the
Centre or the State govern-
ments could authorise

F

However noble and well-intended the objective may be, the tapping
of phones in this instance cannot be justified, says judge. REUTERS

phone tapping only in case
of two contingencies: on
the occurrence of any pu-
blic emergency, or in the
interest of public safety.
“The role of the court is
confined to seeing as to
whether this threshold is
crossed or not,” the judge
said.

Declining to expand the
scope of the legal provision
any further, he said: “As
sentinels on the qui vive,
the courts are gate-keepers
of fundamental rights.
Gate-keepers cannot be-
come gate-makers to repo-
sition the gates as and
when the executive re-
quires, without the inter-
vention of the legislature.”

Tracing the history of
the right to privacy since
1604, the judge said it final-
ly came to be recognised as

a part of Article 21 by the
Supreme Court in the 1996
People’s Union for Civil Li-
berties (PUCL) case, and
the PUCL verdict was af-
firmed by a Bench of the
top court in the 2019 K.S.
Puttaswamy case.

Saying he had no choice
but to follow the decisions
of the apex Court, the
judge added that it was
another reason why he
could not accept the re-
quest to expand the scope
of Section 5(2) to help the
law enforcement agencies
to prevent serious crimes
such as corruption involv-
ing public servants and
others. “However noble
and well-intended the ob-
jective may be, tapping of
phones, dehors a ‘public
emergency’ or in the ‘inter-
ests of public safety’ as

stipulated in Section 5(2) of
the Act, cannot be legally
justified as the law present-
ly stands,” the judge said,
while allowing a 2018 writ
petition.

P. Kishore of Chennai-
based Everonn Education
Limited had filed the peti-
tion to quash an authorisa-
tion issued by the Union
Home Secretary on August
12, 2011, for the CBI to in-
tercept his phone calls.
The intercepted calls led to
the arrest of Additional
Commissioner of Income
Tax Andasu Ravinder for
allegedly receiving a bribe
of ¥50 lakh.

Holding that there was
absolutely no question of
‘public emergency’ or ‘pu-
blic safety’ in the present
case, requiring the tapping
of the petitioner’s phone,
the judge ordered that the
intercepted calls should
not be used for any pur-
pose, not even as evidence
in the criminal trial against
the petitioner.

Justice Venkatesh held
the Home Secretary’s or-
der to be unconstitutional,
since it had been passed in
violation of Section 5(2) of
the 1885 Act. Further, the
procedural requirement of
placing the Secretary’s
authorisation before the
review committee had not
been followed, he said.




» The Madras High Court rejected the Union Home Ministry's plea to expand the scope of Section 5(2)
of the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 to allow phone tapping for crime detection.

« The Court upheld privacy as a fundamental right under Article 21 of the Constitution.

.- Key Highlights of the Verdict
« Phone tapping amounts to an invasion of privacy, permissible only in:
e Cases of public emergency
» Situations concerning public safety

« The Court termed Section 5(2) of the Indian Telegraph Act as the Lakshman Rekha, setting clear

boundaries.

e The role of courts is limited to checking if this threshold is crossed, not to expand its scope.



= Background
» The case pertains to a 2018 writ petition filed by P. Kishore of Everonn Education Ltd.
» The Union Home Secretary's 2011 authorisation for phone tapping was challenged.

 The intercepted calls led to a CBI case involving a bribery charge against a senior tax official.

¢ Right to Privacy - Legal Basis
e The Court cited:
« The PUCL Case (1996): Supreme Court upheld privacy as integral to fundamental rights.

o K.S. Puttaswamy Judgment (2017): Reaffirmed privacy as a fundamental right.



I Court’s Observations
* Law enforcement agencies cannot bypass legislature to erode privacy protections.

» Even in cases of serious crimes (corruption, public servants' wrongdoings), phone tapping is

impermissible unless within the strict boundaries set by law.

» Well-intentioned objectives cannot override legal procedures and privacy protections.

»« Constitutional & Legal Provisions Involved

Provision/Case Relevance [5-]
Article 21 of Constitution Right to life includes right to privacy

Section 5(2), Indian Telegraph Act Allows phone tapping only for public emergency or public safety
PUCL Case (1996) Laid down safeguards on phone tapping

K.S. Puttaswamy Case (2017) Right to privacy as a fundamental right
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Daimler India unveils trucks
for construction, mining

Daimiler Indla Commercial Vehicles (DICV), a

wholly
an W

trucks for construction and mining applications.
While the HX series is for construction, Torqshift
s for mining, and are priced from £56 lakh

said.

SBI classifies RCom
loan account as fraud,
reports Anil to RBI

The rt has mentioned about significant i

larities, including

fund diversion and violations of the terms and conditions of the loan

MUMBAL

n a major sethack for
Reliance Group chair-
nil 1. Amband,
the State Bank of India
(SB1) has decided 1o go af-
ter him by classifving its
loan account of Reliance
« Lrd.

of HX and Tor qsluﬁ‘ Tiow:

validation, with more than 150 (mdsdeplo)'ed
on customer trials, the company sakd.

Indian Bank. PNB drop
minimum balance charges

Indian Bank has annou;
minimum balance char;

accounts efective fuly 7 Etfective Iaky 1,

\ammalx.mk o0, has dec
s for non-maknte

nance of

averag= balance (MAE) in all svings

Indian Bank also announced a n

basis points fhps) in s oneyear morginal

(MOCLEY, bringing it
Zo2s.

funds based lending rate

s ciraplat s o

all
Punjab

accoumts.
eduction of 5
I cost of

AOWT b SO0, effective July 3,

SEBI mandates common
contract note with ViWAP

The Securities and Exchange Board of tndia
(SEBI} has mandared a common contract note
with single volume wekghted average price

CVWAP) with effect from June 27. “The reform

will simplify the

postrade mpnnln.; process

trades executed ac

cess
multiple contract motes,” the regulator said in a

statement on Wednesday.

(RCom) as fraud.
country’s

e largest
public secar Jend.e hss al-
decided 1o

Rinbanl, the ershile di.
rector of RCom, to the He-
serve Bank of india (RED
seeking appropriate action
as per the central bank's
Eubdelines

The move follows a fo-
rensic andit by the bank

fy the account as Frausdu-
lent and it had escalated
the matter to the banking
regniatie for. necesaary

“The ENCs report has
mentioned about  signifi-

= action is i Hne
with the REl's Master Di-
Frauds, which

provides a framework to
deal with entities i
in gaming the banking sys-

I the dock: The mave follows a farersic audit by the bank and

ange of sham

tem. Mr. Ambani ks expect-
ed to face regubstory and
legal action including civil
and criminal proceedings
and the case might be
handed over to the Censral
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) for further investiga-
1

bust its promoter faces lia-
bility and criminal pro-

tent pattern of fnancial
m anid 1 [
KCom and its subsidiaries

== notices and resporses fon

¢ 2 year, REUTERS

funds which were chan-
nelled through related en-
titles, temporarily parked
funds and fixed

cled via day

SBI's letter to

fovalidity of the Show
Caize Bloies: (ACHD ol
most a year, and has not
aven provi i the informa:
ton fo the basks of
ok deciaion despite be
ing repeated
by
him to respond
SCN,” she sald

Centre gives green
signal for bike taxis;
Rapido hails move

©
o 5" by ride-hailing
apps in s ide-
Hines for taxi aggregators at

a time States like Karnata-
ka have banned bike taxis_
‘The muidelines lssusd
the Minisiry of Hoad Tran-
p and  Highways
CoRTH) on July | provide

The

provide regulatory

1o issue licences and
ulate 4

within three

motorcycles
shared maobilicy,

State gwmmmenu e
kcences and regulate ap-
Eregators. It sﬂ;s seate go-
vernments

these revised  puidelings

to more affordable tran-
sportation eptions for mil-
lions, especially in under.

served rio<cal

areane it said in a release.

Ind-Ra says MFIs will
return to normalcy
only in H2 of FY26

MUMEAL

Microfinance Instutions
(MFls) will return to mor-
the

a *deteriorating outbook’
Ind-Ra cited the recent
ordinances by the Tamil
MNadu and Karnataka go-
vernments creating repay.
ment anxieties as
the reasons. For bow pmﬁm
bility. The two State go-
vernments had brought in
ardinances m curb coer-
cive practices of collection

‘Becent ordinances
by TN amd Karnataka
creai ment
anxictics is a reason
for low profitability

agents. This Is expected to
impact the “sector’s return
profile in the medium

MFis have started factoring
in non-MFL loans expo-
sure, it added.

‘Mini U.S.-India
deal possible but
likely symbolic’

While a mini trade bet-
ween India and the LL!
still seems possible before

Such a deal, [h?; added,
would be a small beginning
in a long journey for the

Business Council (USIBC),
a mini ade deal would be

500" targer of $500 billion

in bilateral trade by 2
et in great peomise

in bullding deeper enengy

and technology tes, in
electronics and IT, which
will remain sn Lars

of our bilateral rade~ Mr.
Keshap told The Hindu.

Raising a toast

unlaws Aavswrs The phovogmoh shoms e
ce -

Heritage Site s

5 Vougeot castle, France.

now: and | hope I comes
soom. 1 hope Hhere will be
something

within the timeline Iself.
That will do good to busk-
Fems St
countries.” b
anici

pated.
Kumar Deep. Country
Director-India, Informa-

He added clinching an in-

both parties were commit-
ted 0 trade as a ool for en-
hancing  economic pro-
gress and building new

tech firms, said, “There is
an ever- ixi-
cal situation. We are not
sure as to what is going to
come our by July 9, will
there be a formal trade an-
nouncement by that time
o not. But i 1s heartening
to see that Both
ments are closely engaged
in ing some concrete

e —

¢ sl sunshine and r

boding the =

Tl e, o e S iy LS ) e
ity wall Colebrate the 10th anniversary of inclusicn of‘Clmats’ in World H
2 sctal oF s el Erawing region

taxge List. These are

Infosys Teminds’ employees to ensure
work-life balance, better productivity’

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURL

At a time when N. R. Na-
rayanamurthy Is holding
firm abour Indian workers
logging in at least 70-hour
waork weeks, Infosys, the
company he co-founded
and later retired from, is
sending our reminders to
nsure the:

rade
Shasshi Sheltiar empa.
i,

ton e 5
malntaln a good work-life
balance.

The country’s second-
largest tech firm wants its
employees to work only
. five days a
week, on average. And, if
anyone s found working

Tha courtry’s second-targest

tech firm wants its employees
s waari oy 515 hours

more hours than required,

importance
lance. This platform tracks

all employees  working
e and from va-
T ™ ar the

pany.

“We reach out to em-
ployees who are spending
more time at work very
p:rua((n\el)' ‘ter ensure prop-

ety e Chrrently in a
silent pericd and therefore

did nat comment officially.
“Our commitment to men-
ral and physical wellness is

award-winning Health As-
sessment and Lifestyle En-
richment (HALE) pro-
Eramme, we continue o
foster a culture of health,
safety, and overall well
ness” the source said
further.

According to informa-
tion available with The Hin-
e, HALE, since

ha:
work in the a f em-

ee health (physical
and mental), empl -
fery, encouraging leisure

Starlink steps into
Sri Lanka, its third
market in South Asia

NEW DELHI

Starlink, the SpaceX-oper-
ared satellite Interner ser-

Pa
Starlink’s top executive in
India, played a role in at
ast two of the launches
the company has managed
neighbouring countries:
he had met Sri Lanka’s Pre-
sidential Adviser on Cli-
mate Change Kuwan Wije-
wardene last uly. In 2023,
M. Urdhwareshe akso met
the then State nuinister for
Information an
Dhcariom Technlomy
naid Ahmed Palak in Ban-
gladesh, shortly before
triaks for the s
in the country. according
to media repoits.
current

Starlink is codl

rmonth for
residential plans

rates, Starlink is priced at

30,100 LKR)

location from Department
o N

‘High U.S. tariffs to hit
labour-intensive units’

COIMBATORE

The India-U.S. talks for a
free trade agreement are

tvely raising tariffs on in-
dian goods 1o levels
than “pre-Trump- era e
vels, savs the GTRI

A GTRI report sald -

and if the LS. does not ex-
empt ry-specific ta-
T (26%) and nstead just
reduces it to 10%, Indian
zoods will attract Most Fa-
voured Nation (MFN} tarift
plus 10% surcharge, efec

e
ree 1o £96.5 biliion
in :-us up 1L6% In FY24
The risk of high tariffs is
particularly acute for la-
bourintensive  sectors,
which contributed  owver
$14.3 billion in 2024-2025




SBI classifies RCom
loan account as fraud,
reports Anil to RBI

The report has mentioned about significant irregularities, including

fund diversion and violations of the terms and conditions of the loan

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

n a major setback for
l Reliance Group chair-

man Anil D. Ambani,
the State Bank of India
(SBI) has decided to go af-
ter him by classifying its
loan account of Reliance
Communications Ltd.
(RCom) as fraud.

The country’s largest
public sector lender has al-
so decided to report Mr.
Ambani, the erstwhile di-
rector of RCom, to the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
seeking appropriate action
as per the central bank’s
guidelines.

The move follows a fo-
rensic audit by the bank
and exchange of show-
cause notices and respons-
es spanning over a year.

SBI, in a letter to RCom,
intimated that its Fraud
Identification Committee
(FIC) had decided to classi-
fy the account as fraudu-
lent and it had escalated
the matter to the banking
regulator for necessary
action.

The FIC's report has
mentioned about signifi-
cant irregularities, includ-
ing fund diversion and vio-
lations of the terms and
conditions of the loan.

SBI's action is in line
with the RBI’s Master Di-
rection on Frauds, which
provides a framework to
deal with entities involved
in gaming the banking sys-

Anil D Ambani hﬂ r

In the dock: The move follows a forensic audit by the bank and
exchange of show-cause notices and responses for a year. REUTERS

tem. Mr. Ambani is expect-
ed to face regulatory and
legal action including civil
and criminal proceedings
and the case might be
handed over to the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) for further investiga-
tion. RCom, which had
turned a non-performing
asset (NPA), was admitted
to the IBC process in May
2018, and as of March
2025, had a total debt of
348,216 crore.

Under Section 32 A of
the IBC, the company is
protected from any action
but its promoter faces lia-
bility and criminal pro-
ceedings. SBI's FIC on June
13, 2025 identified a consis-
tent pattern of financial
misconduct and found that
RCom and its subsidiaries
were engaged in fund di-
version and opaque tran-
sactions. The forensic au-
dit had revealed large scale
diversion of the bank’s

funds which were chan-
nelled through related en-
tities, temporarily parked
in mutual funds and fixed
deposits and cycled via day
to day transactions. Mr.
Ambani’s lawyers have de-
nied the allegations.

“State Bank of India’s or-
der referred in the RCom
disclosure is shocking and
has been passed ex-parte,
and in violation of the prin-
ciples of natural justice,”
his counsel, Tarini Khura-
na, said in response to
SBI’s letter to RCom.

“SBI has not even res-
ponded to Mr. Ambani’s
communication about the
invalidity of the Show
Cause Notice (SCN) for al-
most a year, and has not
even provided the informa-
tion forming the basis of
their decision despite be-
ing repeatedly requested
by Mr. Ambani, to enable
him to respond to the
SCN,” she said.




@ Context

» State Bank of India (SBI), the country's largest public sector lender, has classified the loan account of

Reliance Communications (RCom) as fraud.

» SBI has also reported Anil D. Ambani, former director of RCom, to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

for necessary action.

_l. Key Developments
* The decision follows:
« A forensic audit by SBI
* Exchange of show-cause notices and responses spanning over a year
» SBI's Fraud Identification Committee (FIC) identified:
* Significant irregularities
e Fund diversion

* Violation of loan terms and conditions



T Legal and Regulatory Provisions Involved

Provision/Entity Relevance
RBI's Master Direction on Frauds Framework to deal with frauds and banking irregularities
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) RCom admitted to IBC process in May 2018; 248,216 crore debt as

of March 2025

Section 32A, IBC Provides immunity to companies from actions, but promoters can

still face liability

CBI Case may be handed over for criminal investigation



! SBI's Allegations
« RCom and its subsidiaries engaged in:
» Fund diversion
 (Opaque transactions
» Temporary parking of funds in mutual funds, fixed deposits
* Routing funds through related entities

» The forensic audit revealed large-scale fund diversion.

€ Anil Ambani's Response
+ Denied all allegations
» (Called SBl's action:

* Shocking, ex-parte, and in violation of natural justice



Y Top 5 SBI Borrowers (2015-2025)

1. Reliance Communications (Anil Ambani Group)

e As of March 2025, carried about 2404 billion in debt—much of it from SBI—before being classified

as a fraudulent account due to alleged diversion of funds  moneycontrol.com +2  reuters.com
2. Adani Group

« SBl's exposure stands at approximately 2338 billion (~US $4 billion), making it the bank’s largest

exposure to the group across all Indian lenders  reuters.com +1
3. Reliance Industries (Mukesh Ambani-led conglomerate)

» SBI participated in major syndicated loans, including a $1billion facility in early 2025—the largest

dollar-denominated syndicated loan from India this year meconomictimes.com +9 .
4. State Bank of India (self-borrowings)

* Not a borrower but a major toll: SBI raised $1-1.25 billion in foreign currency loans for its
operations—largest such debt-instrument issuance among Indian banks leanconnector.com +3

business-standard.com +1 ,

5. Other top-tier corporate borrowers (FY17 data)

* InFY17, SBI's top 20 corporate borrowers collectively had an outstanding portfolio worth

2182,000crore (~21.82trillion), though individual names were not disclosed moneycontrol.com +15 .



NUTRITIONAL INTAKE DATA BASED ON HCES FOR 2023-24

India’s top 3% cut down on calories in
2023-24, gap with the bottom narrows

SIDDHARTH UPASANI
NEW DELHI,JULY 2

THE DIFFERENCE in daily per
capita calorie intake between
India’s top and bottom 5 per cent
of consumers narrowed in 2023-
24, with the former eating fewer
calories and the latter increasing
theirintake.In2023-24, thetop 5
per cent of Indians urban areas,
as measured by their Monthly
Per Capita Consumption
Expenditure (MPCE), consumed
3,092 kilocalories (Kcal) per day,
82.3 per cent more than the 1,696
Kcal of the bottom 5 per cent,ac-
cording to nutritional intake data
based on the statistics ministry’s
latest Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey (HCES). In
2022-23, the difference was
114.3 per cent.

Inrural India, the daily calorie
intake of the top 5 per cent was
2,941 Kcal, 74.2 per cent higher
than that of the bottom 5 per
cent's 1,688 Kcal. In 2022-23, the
difference was 93.9 per cent.

“The difference between the

INDIANS’ DAILY CALORIE INTAKE
MODERATEDIN 2023-24

M Rural M Urban

2022-23
Note: Figures in kilocalorie

bottom fractile class (bottom 5
per cent of population ranked by
per capita expenditure level)and
the top fractile class (top 5 per
cent of population ranked by per
capita expenditure level) in per
capita calorie intake as well as per
consumer unit calorie intake has
narrowed significantly in 2023-
24inrural aswell as urban India,”
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) said on Wednesday.
Overall, the daily per capita
calorie intake in rural India in
2023-24 was down 0.9 per cent

2023-24
Source: MoSPI

from 2022-23 at 2,212 Kcal, while
that in urban areas was 0.4 per
cent lower at 2,240 Kcal.
Compared to 2011-12, the
daily per capita calorie consump-
tion in urban areas was 1.5 per
cent higherin 2023-24, although
it was down 0.9 per cent in rural
areas. However, MoSPI cautioned
that the HCES conducted in 2022-
23 and 2023-24 had undergone
some changes compared to the
previous ones, including an in-
crease in the number of items
covered to405 from 347 in 2011-
12, changes in the questionnaire,

multiple visits for data collection,
and household interviews being
moved from pen-and-paper
mode to computer-assisted.
These changes, MoSPI said,
must be keptin mind while com-
paring the results from the 2022-
23 and 2023-24 HCES with pre-
vious surveys.

Cutting down fat

The narrowing of the gap in
daily per capita calorie intake be-
tween the top and bottom 5 per
cent in both rural and urban ar-
eas was primarily a result of lower
consumption by the top 5 per
cent and an increase in intake by
the bottom 5 per cent. According
to the MoSPI data, the calorie in-
take of the top 5 per cent of
Indiansinurban regions fell by as
muchas 11.1 per cent in 2023-24
from 2022-23. The reduction in
calorie intake of the top 5 per cent
inrural areas was 5.6 per cent,

Meanwhile, the bottom 5 per
centsaw their daily calorie intake
rise by 5 per cent in rural areas
and 4.5 per cent in urban areas.

Interestingly, Indians in urban

areas reduced their daily con-
sumptionof fatin2023-24t069.8
grams (gm) from 70.5 gm in
2022-23, while those in rural ar-
eas increased it to 60.4 gm from
59.7gm.

Protein intake, meanwhile,
was largely steady. In rural areas,
the daily per capita protein intake
in2023-24 was 61.8 gm as against
61.9 gm in 2022-23. The intake
was higher inurbanareas at63.4
gm, marginally up from 63.2 gm
in2022-23.

This marks a departure from
the situation in 2011-12, when
daily per capita protein intake
was slightly higher in rural India
than urban. In 2011-12, the aver-
age daily protein intake was 60.3
gminurbanareasand 60.7 gmin
rural areas.

The increase in fat intake,
meanwhile, has been much
higher. In 2011-12, the daily per
capitafatintake in rural areas was
46.1 gm, which rose 31 per cent
to 60.4 gm in 2023-24. In urban
India, the increase in the fat intake
was much lower at 20.3 per cent
from 58 gm t0 69.8 gm.




* Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation (MoSPI) released nutritional intake data based on
the Household Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) 2023-24.

» Focus on calorie, fat, and protein consumption trends in rural and urban India.

ul Key Findings
Parameter

Daily Calorie Intake

Top 5% Calorie Intake

Bottom 5% Calorie Intake

Gap (Top vs Bottom 5%)

Fat Consumption

Protein Consumption

Rural (2023-24)

2,212 Kcal (4 0.9%)

2,941 Kcal

1,688 Kcal

74.2%

60.4 gm (1)

61.8 gm

Urban (2023-24)

2,240 Kcal (4 0.4%)

3,092 Kcal

1,696 Kcal

82.3%

69.8 gm (V)

63.4gm

Remarks

Overall moderation in calorie intake

Top 5% cut calories, especially in

urban areas

Bottom 5% saw calorie intake rise

Gap narrowed significantly from
2022-23

Rural areas saw significant rise

Marginal change compared to 2022-
23



7 Major Trends

* Gap Narrows: The calorie intake gap between India's top 5% and bottom 5% reduced in both urban

and rural areas.
¢ Top 5% Cut Calories: 11.1% fall in calorie intake among top 5% in urban areas, 5.6% fall in rural areas.
« Bottom 5% Improved: Calorie intake rose by 5% in rural and 4.5% in urban areas among bottom 5%.
+ Fat Intake Surge in Rural India: Jumped from 46.1 gm (2011-12) to 60.4 gm in 2023-24.

» Protein Intake Stable: Slight improvement, still lower compared to 2011-12 levels.

© Reasons for Change
* Rise in food prices, particularly for edible oils.
¢ Survey Methodology Changes:
« Larger sample size (405 items vs 347 in 2011-12).
« Switch from paper-based to computer-assisted surveys.

* Multiple household visits for improved accuracy.



The average daily calorie requirement for males and females in India, considering Indian climate
conditions and typical activity levels, is based on recommendations from the Indian Council of Medical

Research (ICMR) and National Institute of Nutrition (NIN).

Here's a simplified summary for Indian adults:

Category Average Daily Calorie Requirement
Adult Male (Sedentary Work) 2,320 kcal/day
Adult Male (Moderate Work) 2,730 kcal/day
Adult Male (Heavy Work) 3,490 kcal/day
Adult Female (Sedentary Work) 1,900 kcal/day
Adult Female (Moderate Work) 2,230 kcal/day

Adult Female (Heavy Work) 2,850 kcal/day



What is Required to Meet Calorie Needs?

A balanced Indian diet typically includes:

Food Group

Cereals & Millets

Pulses & Legumes

Vegetables

Fruits

Milk & Dairy

Fats & Oils

Nuts & Seeds

Non-veg (Optional)

Calories Contribution

~50-60%

~10-15%

~5-10%

~5%

~10%

~5-10%

Small but energy dense

Additional calories

Examples

Rice, Wheat, Roti, Bajra, Millets

Dal, Rajma, Chana, etc.

All green leafy & other vegetables

Bananas, Apples, Seasonal Fruits

Milk, Curd, Paneer, Buttermilk

Cooking oil, Ghee, Butter

Almonds, Groundnuts, etc.

Eggs, Chicken, Fish, etc. (if consumed)



14

THE HINDLU

World

Thursday, July 3, 2025
CHENMA

WASHINGTON
Paramount to

Trump $16 mn

over 60 Minutes Harris interview

WWASE

NETON

Vietnam to face 20% tariff from

LS. under ‘great” deal, says Trump

.

v

8BS parent Parameunt has agreed to pay §16 milicn to setle LS
President Donald Trump's Lt over the contants of an interview

waith Ehen Vice-Presicent

t Karmala Marris. Ths resolves Mr. Trsmp's
520 Bl Lassiit againet the nebaock aver its £9
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Bangladesh court sentences
Hasina to six months in jail
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pangladesh's  deposed
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina was on Wednesday
sentenced to six months in
prison in a contempi of

while It now tries her on a
major charge of commit-
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by senter
months afugldue lssdzl of
the Bangladesh Chharra
League, Shakil Akanda Bul-
bul, in the same case.

First comviction
It marks the first time that
F7-year-old Ms. Hasina has
been sentenced in any case

Sheikh Hasina.
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tary aircraft
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Iran halts cooperation with nuclear
watchdog after strikes by lsrael, U.S.

wiho had access to Irans nuclear sites

L Guardian

o remains
Council. President Masoud Pezeshkian formally enact the suspension afiter pacliament woted m-.eseru ruhmum with LAEA

TEHEAN

ran on Wednesday of-
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Last mongh’s 12-day con-
flict between Iran and Is-
rael has sharply escalated
rensions between Tehran

and the International
Atomic Ene:

On June 25, a day after a
truce d. Iranian
lawrmakers over.
wihe lmingy suspend

na-based IAEA. State me-
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thon had now talken effect.

Republic of lran” under

Iran an Tuesday folowing strikes by |sraet and the Unites o

the nuclear non-prolifera-
tion treaty, with a particu-
Lar focus on uranium en-
richment, according  to
Iranian media

While LAEA inspectors

have had access to lran’s
declared sites,
their current starus s un-

the suspen-
Sunday, Iran's
Ambassador to the United
Magions, Amir Saeid Irava-
the Inspectors’

access nuclear sites
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23 saying tran woald sop
allowing IAEA cameras in
nuclear facilities

After pacliament passed
the Bill, It

tional Security Council to

the Guardian Council and
President Masoud Fezesh-
kian formally enacted the
suspension on Wednesday.
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In response, lsraeli Forelgn
Minister  Gideon  Saar
urged European signamn-
ries of the 2015 nuclear
deal to trigger the ~snap-
back” mechanism  and
reinstate all UN sanctions.
on Iran.
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US. reduces
arms supply
Agence France Presse
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day after it was caught off
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The line will continue after +
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interfere, says Dalai Lama
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a ceasefire agreement with
Breac, bret sterped st of
accepting a U.S-backed

proposal announced by
President Donald Trump
hours earlier, insisting on
its longstanding posstion

Hamas o accept the deal
before conditions worsen
in the Strip.
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© Context

« Starlink, the satellite internet service by SpaceX, has launched operations in Sri Lanka.

e Itis now the third market in South Asia after Bhutan and Bangladesh to allow Starlink services.

% Key Details
Aspect

Company

Service

Availability in Sri Lanka
Other South Asian markets
Key Role

Engagements

Details

SpaceX (founded by Elon Musk)

Starlink satellite internet

Announced by Elon Musk on X (formerly Twitter)

Bhutan, Bangladesh

Parnil Urdhwareshe (Starlink's top executive for India)

Met Sri Lanka's and Bangladesh's government officials for

approvals



$ Pricing in Sri Lanka

Plan Type Price (%) Price (LKR)
Residential %3,430 - %4,280 12,000 - 15,000 LKR
Portable 'Roam' Plan %4,280 - 28,560 15,000 - 30,1700 LKR
Hardware Equipment 317185 - 33,685 60,200 - 1,18,000 LKR

Prices comparable to Bhutan and Bangladesh

== India Journey

« Starlink secured Global Mobile Personal Communications by Satellite (GMPCS) authorisation last

month.
e Pending:
» Orbital slot assignments from IN-SPACe

e Spectrum allocation from Department of Telecommunications (DoT)



Iran halts cooperation with nuclear
watchdog after strikes by Israel, U.S.

Following the move, the work of the IAEA inspectors, who had access to Iran’s nuclear sites, remains suspended; Guardian

Council, President Masoud Pezeshkian formally enact the suspension after parliament voted to severe relations with IAEA

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

ficially suspended its

cooperation with the
UN nuclear watchdog, a
move triggered by the un-
precedented Israeli and
U.S. strikes on its nuclear
facilities.

Last month’s 12-day con-
flict between Iran and Is-
rael has sharply escalated
tensions between Tehran
and the International
Atomic Energy Agency.

On June 25, a day after a
truce took hold, Iranian
lawmakers voted over-
whelmingly to suspend
cooperation with the Vien-
na-based IAEA. State me-

l ran on Wednesday of-

Ground zero: The overview of the Fordow enrichment facility in
Iran on Tuesday following strikes by Israel and the Unites States. AP

dia confirmed the legisla-
tion had now taken effect.

The law aims to “ensure
full support for the inhe-
rent rights of the Islamic
Republic of Iran” under

the nuclear non-prolifera-
tion treaty, with a particu-
lar focus on uranium en-
richment, according to
Iranian media.

While IAEA inspectors

have had access to Iran’s
declared nuclear sites,
their current status is un-
certain amid the suspen-
sion. On Sunday, Iran’s
Ambassador to the United
Nations, Amir Saeid Irava-
ni, said the inspectors’
work had been suspended.
He said the “inspectors are
in Iran and are safe”, but
“their activities have been
suspended, and they are
not allowed to access our
sites”. The law did not
specify exact steps follow-
ing the suspension.

The ISNA news agency
cited lawmaker Alireza Sa-
limi as saying the inspec-
tors now needed approval
from Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council to

access nuclear sites.

Separately, the Mehr
news agency cited lawmak-
er Hamid Reza Haji Babaei
as saying Iran would stop
allowing IAEA cameras in
nuclear facilities.

After parliament passed
the Bill, it was approved by
the Guardian Council and
President Masoud Pezesh-
kian formally enacted the
suspension on Wednesday.

Israel’s response

In response, Israeli Foreign
Minister Gideon Saar
urged European signato-
ries of the 2015 nuclear
deal to trigger the “snap-
back” mechanism and
reinstate all UN sanctions
on Iran.



» Iran has officially suspended cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
» The move follows recent Israeli and U.S. strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities.

« Decision ratified by Iran's parliament, Guardian Council, and President Masoud Pezeshkian.

@ Key Developments

Event Details

Conflict Trigger 12-day conflict between Iran & Israel in June 2024
Parliamentary Decision June 25: Iranian lawmakers voted to suspend IAEA ties

Legal Justification To "ensure full support for the rights of Islamic Republic"

Status of Inspectors Work suspended, inspectors not allowed access to nuclear sites

IAEA Cameras Iran to stop allowing surveillance cameras at nuclear sites



°@§ Background: JCPOA (2015 Nuclear Deal)
*Aimed to limit Iran's nuclear program in exchange for sanctions relief.

*Snapback mechanism allows re-imposition of UN sanctions in case of Iranian non-
compliance.



=== The Iran Nuclear Deal: Blocking Iran’s Path to the Bomb

2025

10 Years

« Is limited to 5,060
IR-1 centrifuges at
the Natanz Fuel
Enrichment Plant
(FEP)

Is limited in the

» number and type
of advanced
centrifuges that it
can test

IR-1 centrifuge

Under the JCPOA, Iran ...

s
With No JCPOA,
Iran has the:

« Ability to build an unlimited
number of centrifuges at an
unlimited number of sites

* Ablility to enrich uranium to
any level and stockpile as
much as it chooses

* Ability to develop and test
more advanced centrifuges
without restriction

2030 2035 2040
15 Years 20 Years 25 Years Forever
+ Cannotenrich uranium | « Submit production « Submit uranium = Will ratify the Additional
above 3.67% (lower of specific ore production to Protocol and implement
than weapons grade) centrifuge parts to IAEA monitoring stronger subsidiary
« Cannot stockpile more IAEA monitoring arrangements
than 300kg of low » Is prohibited from
enriched uranium research that could
(LEWL) contribute to the

development of a

= Can only conduct
nuclear weapon

enrichment at Natanz
FEP under advanced
safeguards technologies

- . s .. *—
Funded by

NTI

Maow 2017

Created by

Number of centrifgues enriching uranium
20,000

JCPOA signed
15,000

10,000
JCPOA in force

5,000

Prior to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, Iran had built a larg
would have produced enough highly enriched uranium (HEU) to build 2
of weeks. Iran was also building a heavy water reactor that would open a se







Changes agreed under Iran deal to limit
nuclear programme
)
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Timeline leading to Iranian nucliear deal
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Munnar as ‘Responsible Tourism
Destination’



The Kerala government is working to

transform Munnar into a Responsible Tourism
Destination, aiming to make it a net-zero tourist
hub that protects its fragile ecosystem.

Munnar

It is a serene hill station in Kerala’s Idukki district
and sits 1,600 meters above sea level at the
confluence of three rivers—Muthirapuzha,
Nallathanni, and Kundala.



It is bordered by the Anamalai Hills and the Cardamom Hills.

Known for its breathtaking landscapes, it features rolling hills, misty valleys,
lush tea plantations, and cascading waterfalls.

It was originally inhabited by the Muthuvan tribal community and became a
tea hub in the late 19th century when European planter A.H. Sharp
established the first plantations.

Munnar is also famed for the Neelakurinji flower, which blooms once every
12 years, and the Eravikulam National Park, home to the endangered Nilgiri
Tahr and the towering Anamudi Peak, South India’s highest.
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*EPABX or Electronic Private Automatic Branch Exchange, is a technology that has evolved
from manual call handling to advanced systems, making office communication faster,
easier, and more efficient.

*What is EPABX?
*EPABX is a private telephone network used by businesses or offices.

*It allows employees to talk to each other using extension numbers and also connect to
outside phone lines.

*The system works automatically and doesn’t need an operator for each call.



National Sports Policy (NSP) 2025



*National Sports Policy (NSP) 2025

*It replaced the 2001 policy and it outlines a strategic vision to make India a global sporting
powerhouse and a strong contender in international events, including the 2036 Olympics.

*It is the outcome of extensive consultations involving Central Ministries, NITI Aayog, State
Governments, National Sports Federations (NSFs), athletes, domain experts, and public
stakeholders.

*It is anchored on five key pillars viz. Excellence on the Global Stage, Sports for Economic
Development, Sports for Social Development, Sports as a People’s Movement and Integration with
Education (NEP 2020).



Importance

Challenges

National Sports Policy 2025 sets
India on a transformative path
toward becoming a leading
sporting nation globally, while
creating healthier, more engaged,
and empowered citizens.

India’s sports ecosystem faced
several challenges — limited
budget allocations, poor
governance, lack of scientific
coaching, and insufficient
grassroots engagement.

It is @ major initiative to
transform India’s sports
landscape and empower citizens
through sports.

Sports being a State subject also
led to fragmented efforts and
inconsistent implementation.




Debate Over 'Socialist' and
'Secular' in the Preamble
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THE CONSTITUTION OF
INDIA

PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having
solemnly resolved o conshitute India into a
'[SOVEREIGN, SOCIALIST SECULAR
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC] and lo secure
to all its cilizens:
JUSTICE, social, economic  and
political;
LIBERTY of thoughl, expression, belief,
faith and worship;
EQUALITY of status and of opporfunity;
and o promole among them all
FRATERNITY assuring the dignify of
the individual and the *[unity and
integrity of the Nation];

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY |

this twenty -sixth day of November, 1549 do
HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.
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*Insertion of ‘Socialist’ and ‘Secular’: Originally, when the Constitution came into effect
on 26th January 1950, the Preamble declared India as a Sovereign Democratic Republic,
committed to securing: Justice (social, economic, and political),

Liberty (of thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship),
*Equality (of status and opportunity), and

*Fraternity (assuring individual dignity and national unity).



*The 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976, enacted during the National
Emergency, (1975-77) added the terms ‘Socialist’ and ‘Secular’ to the Preamble.

* Socialist signified the state's commitment to reducing inequality and ensuring
distributive justice through a mixed economy model.

* Secular reaffirmed the principle of equal respect for all religions, ensuring that
the state maintains neutrality in religious matters without endorsing any faith.

* The word “Integrity” was added alongside “unity” in the expression “unity and
integrity of the Nation”.



*3-fold Strategy of Indian Secularism: Principled Distance: The Indian State maintains
neutrality and does not favour or promote any religion.

* No religious instruction or celebration in government schools
* No religious symbols in courts or public offices
* Ensures equal treatment of all religions in public life

* State remains equidistant from all faiths



*Non-Interference: The State respects religious sentiments and avoids unnecessary
intrusion into religious practices, as long as they don’t violate Fundamental
Rights or Constitutional provisions.

* Example: Religious communities managing their own places of worship and
festivals.

*Selective Intervention: The State intervenes when religious practices contradict
constitutional values such as equality, dignity, and justice.

* Eg: Abolition of untouchability (Article 17), Reform of personal laws (ensuring
gender equality), Laws enabling equal inheritance rights for women etc.



Key Differences Between Indian and Western Secularism

Aspect

Relationship Between
State & Religion

Intervention in Religious
Matters

Religious

Funding/Education

Public Display of Religion

Purpose of Secularism

Western Model

Strict separation — Religion and
State operate in mutually exclusive

spheres.

No State interference as long as

religion stays within legal bounds.

No State funding to religious

institutions.
Religion is strictly private; no space

in public policy or institutions.

Ensure neutrality and non-

involvement.

Indian Model

Principled distance — Flexible engagement between State

and religion.

State can intervene to reform regressive or discriminatory
practices (e.qg., abolition of untouchability, ban on sati, child

marriage).

State can provide aid to minority-run institutions under
Articles 29 & 30.

Religion is allowed in public life but with constitutional
checks (e.g., religious holidays, boards like
Waqf/Endowments).

Ensure equal respect and reform, without imposing

uniformity.






Word of the day

Pugilism:
fighting with fists

Synonym: boxing

Usa g€ When their pugilism took on a
dangerous character, he decided to intervene.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/pugilismpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pju:dzilizam/




Join RASonly Jaipur — Ace
RAS 2025!

Looking for the best RAS offline coaching in Jaipur? Our
expert faculty, daily tests, and personalized guidance will
get you exam-ready!
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Thank you
guys.
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