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Setubandha Scholar Scheme



• The Ministry of Education, in partnership with the Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) 
division of the Central Sanskrit University, has launched the Setubandha Scholar Scheme.

• Setubandha Scholar Scheme

• It is meant for students deeply trained in traditional Vidyās and Kalās under 
the Gurukula system who wish to engage in research, teaching, and academic 
collaboration at Post Graduation or Ph.D. level.

• All degrees will be conferred by the Central Sanskrit University.

• Selected fellows will receive a monthly fellowship of ₹40,000 to 65,000 and an annual 
contingency grant of ₹1-2 lakhs.





National Overseas Scholarship 
Scheme



• The Union Social Justice Ministry is in the process of seeking additional allocation for 
administering the National Overseas Scholarship scheme for marginalised students.

• About

• Aim: To empower low-income students from marginalized communities, including 
the Scheduled Castes, Denotified Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes, Landless 
Agricultural Labourers, and Traditional Artisans.



The scholarship supports their pursuit of higher education, such as Master’s 
degree or Ph.D. courses, by providing opportunities to study abroad.

• Eligibility: Candidates should have secured at least 60% marks or equivalent grade in the 
qualifying examination;

• the candidates total family income from all sources should be less than Rs. 8.00 lakh 
per annum;

• should be less than 35 years of age on selection year;

• and have an unconditional offer of admission from top 500 QS ranked foreign 
Universities as per the latest QS rankings.



CRIB Blood Group



• A South Indian woman was found to have a “new” blood group with a rare antigen 
named CRIB Blood Group.

• What is CRIB Blood Group?

• The CRIB blood group is a newly discovered blood group antigen that is part of 
the Cromer (CR) blood group system. “CR” refers to the Cromer system; “IB” refers to 
“India, Bengaluru,” recognizing the place of discovery.

• The Cromer system is a rare blood group classification. It involves antigens located on 
the Decay-Accelerating Factor (DAF) protein found on red blood cells.

• These antigens play a significant role in immune reactions that can occur during blood 
transfusions.



Scientific Significance

CRIB is a new entry in global transfusion medicine.

Its discovery highlights India’s contribution to rare blood immunogenetics.

It emphasizes the critical need for rare donor registries and global collaboration 
in blood typing.



Blood Group Basics

Blood groups are determined by specific molecules (antigens) on the surface of 
red blood cells.

The ABO and H blood groups are the oldest and most important blood group 
system in transfusion medicine due to their high immunogenicity.

• There are over 30 blood group systems (e.g., Bombay, Kell, Kidd, Duffy, MNS, etc.).

The ABO system was originally discovered in 1900 by Austrian scientist, Karl 
Landsteiner, for which he later received the Nobel prize in 1930.



World’s Smallest Known Snake Seen in 
Barbados



The Barbados threadsnake has been rediscovered in 
Barbados, 20 years after its last sighting.

Barbados threadsnake

It is the world’s smallest-known snake and it can fit on a 
coin.





It is blind, burrows in the ground, eats termites and ants, and lays one single, slender 
egg.

• Fully grown, it measures up to 10 cm.

It had been on a global list of 4,800 plants, animals and fungi species that have been 
lost to science.

It reproduces sexually and the females lay only one egg at a time, unlike some other 
reptiles that can produce fertile eggs without mating.

Its rediscovery underscores the importance of conservation and highlights the role of 
community-led fieldwork in protecting rare endemic species.



State of Food Security and Nutrition in the 
World (SOFI 2025) Report



• The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI 2025) report has 
been released.
• About
• This report is the annual global monitoring report for Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) 2 (targets 2.1 and 2.2) – to end hunger, food 
insecurity and malnutrition in all its forms.

• This year’s report examines the impact of food price inflation on food 
security and nutrition.

• Jointly Released by Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the United 
Nations agency for children (UNICEF), the UN World Food Programme (WFP), 
and the World Health Organization (WHO).



Level of Hunger: An estimated 
8.2% of the global population, or 

about 673 million people, 
experienced hunger in 2024, 

down from 8.5% in 2023 and 8.7% 
in 2022.

Hunger continued to rise 
in most subregions of 

Africa and western Asia.

Improvements: Notable 
improvements are seen in 

southern Asia and Latin America.

The prevalence of 
undernourishment (PoU) 
in Asia fell from 7.9% in 

2022 to 6.7% or 323 
million people, in 2024.



• Projection: 512 million people could be chronically undernourished by 2030, almost 60% 
of those will be in Africa.

• The prevalence of stunting in children under five declined from 26.4% in 2012 to 
23.2% in 2024.

• There is an increase in the global prevalence of anaemia among women aged 15 to 
49, from 27.6% in 2012 to 30.7% in 2023.



Recommendations

Protect vulnerable 
populations with 

well-designed fiscal 
responses.

Align fiscal and 
monetary policies 

to stabilize 
markets.

Prioritize structural 
and trade-related 

measures for 
lasting impact.

Strengthen and 
invest in data and 
information flows.

Invest in resilient 
agrifood systems.





• Mission launched by the Indian Army





Thank you ☺


