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•You have power 
over your mind - not 
outside events. 
Realize this, and you 
will find strength.”







PM Narendra Modi arrived in Tianjin, China after 7 years (last visit: 
2018).

Bilateral meetings planned with Xi Jinping (China) and Vladimir 
Putin (Russia) ahead of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) Summit.

Ukraine President Zelenskyy urged Modi to send an “appropriate 
signal” to Russia for an immediate ceasefire.

Visit comes amid U.S. tariffs on Chinese and Indian goods (50% on 
Indian exports).



India–China

Ancient ties:

• Buddhism spread from India to China (Nalanda–Xuanzang link).

• Silk Route facilitated trade in silk, spices, precious stones.

Colonial period: Both nations suffered from European imperialism.

Post-Independence:

• 1954: Panchsheel Agreement (Peaceful Coexistence).

• 1962: India-China war strained relations.

• 1976: Diplomatic ties restored.

• 1988: Rajiv Gandhi’s visit → normalization.



Political & Strategic Engagements

SCO Platform: Both are founding members; focus on 
security, counter-terrorism, regional stability.

BRICS: Shared interests in reforming global financial 
institutions (IMF, World Bank).

Border disputes: Aksai Chin (China-occupied Ladakh) 
and Arunachal Pradesh (claimed as “South Tibet”).

Doklam (2017) & Galwan clash (2020) heightened 
tensions.



Economic & 
Trade Relations

Bilateral Trade 
(2023-24):

~$136 billion (China is 
India’s largest trading 

partner).

Indian exports: iron 
ore, cotton, pharma, IT 

services.

Chinese exports: 
electronics, telecom, 

solar equipment, heavy 
machinery.

Trade Deficit: 
~$100 billion in 
China’s favour.

Investments:

Chinese FDI in India 
restricted post-2020 
(security concerns).

Before 2020, Chinese 
companies invested in 
Indian startups (Paytm, 

Ola, Zomato, etc.).



. Defense & Security 
Dimension

China–Pakistan nexus 
(CPEC under BRI) a 
major concern for 

India.

India wary of Chinese 
presence in Indian 

Ocean Region (String 
of Pearls).

Regular border talks
held, but no final 

resolution.

Both countries 
participate in SCO 
military exercises, 

but India is cautious.



People-to-People & Cultural Ties

Buddhism remains a strong cultural link (Bodh Gaya, 
Nalanda → pilgrimage sites for Chinese monks).

Mandarin taught in select Indian universities; yoga & 
Ayurveda gaining traction in China.

Tourism restricted post-COVID & border clashes but 
has revival potential.



Challenges in India–
China Relations

Border Disputes: 
Unresolved Line of 

Actual Control (LAC) 
issues.

Trade Deficit: Heavy 
dependence on Chinese 

imports (electronics, 
pharma APIs, solar 

panels).

Geopolitical Rivalry: 
Competing in South 
Asia, Indian Ocean, 

Indo-Pacific.

China–Pakistan axis: BRI 
+ military cooperation.

Trust Deficit: Incidents 
like Doklam, Galwan 

have eroded confidence.



India’s Balancing Act

Strengthening ties with U.S., Japan, Australia 
(QUAD) while engaging China in SCO/BRICS.

Diversifying imports (electronics, APIs) away from 
China.

Using multilateral forums (SCO, G20, UN) to 
maintain engagement while protecting sovereignty.

Leveraging India’s role as a “balancing power” in 
U.S.–China rivalry.



Way Forward

Short-Term:

• Focus on stabilizing border situation.

• Push for better trade terms & investment safeguards.

Medium-Term:

• Leverage SCO & BRICS to build multipolar world order.

• Expand Indian exports to reduce trade deficit.

Long-Term:

• Build self-reliance in strategic sectors (electronics, pharma, renewable tech).

• Pursue cultural diplomacy (Buddhism, Ayurveda, Yoga) for soft power 
advantage.











India has long permitted 
lawful interception of:

Phone calls Internet communications

Authorized by Union and 
State senior officials.

Historically done under the 
19th century Telegraph Act, 

now replaced by the 
Telecommunications Act, 

2023.

In December 2023, Govt. 
notified 

Telecommunications 
(Procedures and Safeguards 

for Lawful Interception of 
Messages) Rules, 2024.



• Industry’s Demands (via submissions to DoT)

• Vodafone Idea Ltd.:

• Clear specification of geographical jurisdiction of authorities to issue interception 
orders.

• Concern: State-level officials misusing authority to intercept calls/data across 
jurisdictions.

• Extreme Infocomm Ltd.:

• Independent oversight by judiciary or Parliament to ensure interception orders are 
objectively reviewed and not influenced by issuing authority.

• Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI) & Airtel:

• Sought Govt. to bear the costs of interception, citing heavy financial burden.



• Government’s Position

• Safeguards Ignored:

• No clear jurisdictional limitations added.

• No provision for independent judicial/Parliamentary oversight.

• No cost reimbursement mechanism.

• Partial Acceptance:

• Words like “secure” were added in rules referring to govt.-telco communication.

• Junior officials’ interception orders must now be confirmed by high-level authority 
within two days.



Concerns

Lack of safeguards → Ambiguous authority for State-level 
officials.

Raises risk of mass surveillance, arbitrary tapping, and privacy 
violations.

Industry fears of high capital expenditure in interception with no 
compensation.



• Constitutional & Judicial Context

• Article 21: Right to life and 
personal liberty → includes Right 
to Privacy (Justice K.S. Puttaswamy
Case, 2017).

• SC has mandated that 
surveillance must be:

• Legal (sanctioned by law),

• Necessary (for legitimate 
state aim),

• Proportionate (least 
intrusive).

• India lacks a comprehensive 
privacy law, unlike EU’s GDPR.













Educate Girls, an Indian NGO, has been 
named one of the winners of the Ramon 
Magsaysay Award 2025.

Recognized for its pioneering work in 
addressing gender injustice in education in 
India’s rural and remote areas.

Other winners:

• Shaahina Ali (Maldives) – environmental activist.

• Flaviano Antonio L. Villanueva (Philippines) – human 
rights activist opposing drug war killings.



About Educate Girls

Founded in Rajasthan, 
works to identify out-of-
school/un-schooled girls

and bring them into 
classrooms.

Ensures they remain in 
school until they acquire 

credentials for higher 
education and 
employment.

Uses a people-powered 
movement model → 

started in remote 
villages → scaled up to 

entire communities.

Focus: reshaping 
community mindsets, 
challenging traditions, 

and enabling long-term 
societal transformation.



• Founders & Leadership

• Founder: Safeena Husain.

• She termed the award a “historic moment” for India’s people-powered education 
movement.

• CEO: Gayatri Nair Lobo → called it “historic and humbling”.

• NGO’s approach: Collaboration with local communities, government schemes, and 
volunteers.



• Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation praised Educate Girls for:

• Bringing unschooled girls into classrooms.

• Addressing deep-rooted gender injustice.

• Creating rippling social impact across families and communities.

• 5. About Ramon Magsaysay Award

• Established: 1958, in memory of former Philippine President Ramon Magsaysay.

• Called the “Asian Nobel Prize”.

• Awarded for: Greatness of spirit and transformative leadership in Asia.

• Over 300 individuals/organizations have received it so far.



• Education & SDGs:

• SDG 4: Ensure inclusive & equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning.

• Educate Girls’ work contributes directly to reducing dropout rates, improving female 
literacy, and enhancing gender parity.

• Indian Education Challenges:

• As per UDISE+ data, India still faces high dropout rates among girls, especially in 
secondary education.

• Barriers: early marriage, poverty, social stigma.

• Policy Linkages:

• Aligns with Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, and NEP 2020
goals.









• Urjit Patel, former RBI Governor, has been appointed as Executive Director at the IMF.

• Marks his re-emergence in policy space after a low-profile exit from the RBI in 2018.

• Brings academic, policy, and institutional experience to the role.

• Patel’s Profile & Reputation

• Educational background: MPhil from Oxford, PhD in Economics from Yale.

• Known as a reclusive economist: avoids publicity, speaks sparingly.

• Built reputation via rigorous policy research and work at IMF, IDFC, and RBI.



• Policy Journey

• Early Career (1991–94): Worked with IMF Mission to India, scrutinising reforms.

• 1997 onwards: Involved with Infrastructure Development Finance Company (IDFC).

• RBI Roles:

• Deputy Governor (2013): Handled monetary policy reforms.

• Governor (2016–18): Oversaw inflation targeting framework, NPAs cleanup, demonetisation.

• At RBI: Controversies & Exit

• Demonetisation 2016: Patel remained silent in public; critics accused him of failing to defend RBI.

• Advocated fiscal discipline, recognition of bad loans, tighter banking regulation.

• Resigned in December 2018 after disputes with Govt over RBI’s independence, surplus transfer, and 
regulation.

• His exit seen as a principled stand for autonomy of the central bank.



• Post-RBI Work

• Focused on academic research and policy analysis.

• Book: Overdraft: Saving the Indian Saver (2020) – critical of Govt policies on bankruptcy and 
banking.

• IMF Role

• As Executive Director at IMF, Patel will represent India at one of the most influential financial 
institutions globally.

• Focus areas:

• Macroeconomic stability.

• Global capital flows.

• Debt crises & structural reforms.

• ED ensures IMF prescriptions do not harm India’s economic sovereignty.



Previous Indian voices at IMF: 
Raghuram Rajan, Montek Singh 
Ahluwalia.

India’s IMF quota = ~2.6% (voting 
power ~2.3%).

IMF often criticised for Western 
dominance but remains key in global 
crisis response.









Thank you ☺


