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* “Every sunrise is an
invitation to brighten
someone’s day — starting
with your own.” OO
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India gets a waiver on U.S.
sanctions against Iran port

US. relief on sanctions against Chabahar came into force from Wednesday; supplies to Afghanistan

can now be sent via the port; in September, the US. said it would revoke the waiver offered in 2018

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

ndia has received a

waiver on the United

States’ sanctions
against Iran’s Chabahar
port for six months, the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
spokesperson,  Randhir
Jaiswal, announced on
Thursday. Officials said
that the sanctions waiver
had come into effect from
October 29.

“Yes, I can confirm that
we have been granted ex-
emption for six months on
the American sanctions
that were applicable on
Chabahar,” Mr. Jaiswal
said, in response to a ques-
tion during the weekly me-
dia briefing.

India has been associat-
ed with the Chabahar port
at least since 2005, when it
agreed with Iran to deve-
lop the port.

Shifting prospects

Both sides signed an MoU
in 2015 to jointly develop
the Shahid Beheshti Port
at Chabahar in the hope
that it would emerge as a
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Vital link: India has been associated with Chabahar port since 2005, when it entered into an agreement

with lran. GETTY IMAGES

major commercial hub.
The port’s prospects came
under a cloud due to West-
ern sanctions against Iran,
but in 2018, the first
Trump  administration
gave a waiver to Indian op-
erations at the Chabahar
port as it was aimed at
helping the development
needs of the U.S.-backed
Islamic Republic of Af-

In Sep£ember, the U.S.
Department of State said

that it would revoke the
waiver for Indian opera-
tions that was offered by
Donald Trump in 2018,
The move exposed anyone
associated with the Chaba-
har project to U.S. sanc-
tions under the Iran Free-
dom and
Counter-Proliferation Act.
The latest U.S. decision
means that supplies to Af-
ghanistan, especially es-
sential items, can still be
sent through Chabahar.

‘India will help

Afghans build
hydel facilities’

NEW DELHI

India is willing to support
Taliban-governed Afghanistan
in building “hydroelectric
projects,” External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said on Thursday. He
said the two sides can build on
a "history of cooperation” on
water-related issues. » PAGE 6



* The United States has granted India a six-month waiver from sanctions imposed on Iran’s
Chabahar Port, effective October 29, 2025.

« This allows continued Indian operations and supply routes to Afghanistan via the port, which had

been under threat due to renewed U.S. sanctions on Iran.

24 Background: Chabahar's Strategic Significance

Aspect

Location

Developed by

Key Facility

Strategic Role

Linked Corridor

Details

Southeastern Iran, near the Gulf of Oman.

India & Iran jointly since 2005.

Shahid Beheshti Terminal — jointly managed by India Ports Global Ltd
(IPGL).

Provides India access to Afghanistan and Central Asia bypassing Pakistan.

Part of International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC), connecting
India-Iran—-Russia—Europe.



BEING DIRECT: INDIA TO CHABAHAR
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The strategic and economic importance of Iran's Chabahar port will be greatly
enhanced by its integration with the planned INSTC corridor (in red).



Year

2018

Sept 2025

Oct 2025

Event / Policy Shift

Trump administration granted India a waiver for
Chabahar citing Afghanistan’s development needs.

U.S. State Department announced plan to revoke that
waiver.

Biden administration reinstated a six-month waiver,
recognizing Chabahar’s humanitarian importance.



U.S. Concern

Iran’s alleged nuclear activity &
sanctions

Possible dual-use of port facilities

Balancing Iran—U.S. relations

India’s Position / Response

India maintains Chabahar is for
trade & humanitarian purposes
only.

India has ensured transparent,
civilian-use operations.

India continues “strategic
autonomy” — maintaining ties with
both nations.




Factor

INSTC expansion

China’s Gwadar Port
(Pakistan)

U.S.—India Relations

Implication

Connects Mumbai > Chabahar = Central Asia = Russia
— Europe.

Chabahar offers India’s counterbalance to China—
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Waiver signals strategic trust and U.S. acknowledgment
of India’s regional role.
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home for cheetahs in M.P.. CM

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on
Thursday said Nauradehi Sanctuary will become
the third home for cheetahs in the State after
Kuno National Park and Gandhi Sagar Sanctuary.
Cheetahs will be brought from Namibia in Africa
and released into the Nauradehi Sanctuary, he
said. Mr. Yadav said the government is
continuously taking steps to conserve various
wildlife species. On the occasion, he released six
crocodiles, comprising four females and two
males, into the backwaters of Indira Sagar Dam on
the Narmada River. Officials said the crocodiles
were brought from Van Vihar in Bhopal. e



Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav announced that Nauradehi Wildlife
Sanctuary will become the third habitat for
cheetahs in the state.

The other two existing cheetah habitats are:

Gandhi Sagar Wildlife
Sanctuary (Mandsaur
district)

Kuno National Park
(Sheopur district)




Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary

Feature
Location
Area

Ecosystem Type

Connectivity
Notified as Sanctuary

Core Species

Details

Spread across Sagar, Damoh, and Narsinghpur districts of
Madhya Pradesh.

Approx. 1,197 sg km.

Dry deciduous forest with grassland patches — ideal for cheetah
rewilding.

Lies between Satpura—Vindhyan landscape, connecting to tiger
corridors.

1975

Leopards, wolves, chinkaras, blackbucks, nilgais, and various
grassland birds.
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Aspect Details

Reintroduction of cheetahs (Acinonyx jubatus) into

Objective India after extinction in 1952.
Launched 2022, at Kuno National Park by PM Narendra Mod.i.
Partner Country Namibia and South Africa (for translocation).

National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) &

Coordinating Body Wildlife Institute of India (WII).

20+ cheetahs in Kuno; Gandhi Sagar and Nauradehi
selected for further expansion.

//

Current Status (2025)

\




Benefit Impact

. Cheetahs help maintain prey—predator
Grassland restoration P PTEY=P
balance and open-forest ecology.

Boosts local tourism, research, and

Biodiversity enhancement . .
employment in eco-conservation.

Strengthens riverine ecosystem and
promotes aquatic biodiversity.

//

Crocodile release

\




Site

Kuno National Park
Gandhi Sagar Sanctuary

Nauradehi Sanctuary

Mukundra Hills Tiger
Reserve

\

State

Madhya Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Rajasthan

Status

Operational (20+
cheetahs released)

Being developed as
second site

Third site approved
(2025)

Proposed future site

/
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Fully aware of Great Nicobar
project’s impact, says Centre

The Centre tells the NGT that no tribal persons will be displaced, noting that the project

will cover about 18% of the Great Nicobar area, leaving over two-thirds of its land mass as forests

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

efending the Great
n Nicobar Island me-

ga-infrastructure

project at the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) on
Thursday, the Union go-
vernment argued that it
was fully aware of the pro-
ject’s likely impact on the
biodiversity of the sur-
rounding areas, positing
that the main issue was
whether the government
was “alive to this or not”.

Noting that the govern-
ment considers it its duty
to undertake mitigation
measures, Additional Solic-
itor-General  Aishwarya
Bhati said that the Centre
had mandated conserva-
tion and monitoring pro-
grammes to run for the
next three decades as the
project was developed.
She said that the project “is
going to be a national
asset”.
The submissions came
in response to a batch of
petitions that have chal-
lenged the environmental
clearance issued for the
192,000-crore  project,
which will include a trans-
shipment port, an interna-
tional airport, a township,
and a power plant to be

Mitigation plan: The Centre has mandated conservation
programmes during the project’s development. GETTY MAGES

built on more than 160 sq.
km of land. Of this, about
130 sq. km is forest land in-
habited by the Nicobarese
and the Shompen com-
munities, both Scheduled
Tribes, with the Shompen
categorised as a Particular-
ly Vulnerable Tribal Group.

One petition, submitted
by activist Ashish Kothari,
challenges the clearances
obtained for the project,
citing violations of the Is-
land Coastal Regulation
Zone (ICRZ) notification,
2019 notification and in-
adequacies in the environ-
mental impact assessment.

Making its arguments
before the NGT Bench now
hearing the matter, the Un-

ion government submitted
that it had considered stu-
dies and research conduct-
ed over decades before
mandating measures to
translocate, conserve, and
monitor the project activi-
ties’ impact on the biodi-
versity of the region.

Coral colonies

Ms. Bhati noted that while
plans had been outlined
for translocating over
16,000 of the 20,668 coral
colonies that are under
threat from the project’s
activities, there is also a
plan in place to ensure the
monitoring of the remain-
ing 4,500-odd coral colo-
nies. She submitted that

there were about 51 active
nests of the Nicobar mega-
pode in the project activi-
ties’ area; though about 30
will be permanently des-
troyed, there were also
plans in place to conserve
the remaining nests.

“There is biodiversity all
around the islands, and the
conclusion was that this re-
gion is the most suitable.
All other nesting beaches
of the leatherback turtles
will be protected and con-
served,” Ms. Bhati argued.

The Centre added that
no tribal persons will be
displaced or dispersed,
noting that the project will
only cover 1.82% of the
whole island’s archipelago
area, which amounts to
about 18% of the Great Ni-
cobar area, still leaving GN1
with over two-thirds of its
land mass as forests.

The Centre also defend-
ed the environment clea-
rance granted for the pro-
ject, which has mandated
detailed measures to study
and monitor the biodiver-
sity of the region as the
project is developed, call-
ing it “an alive document”
that prescribes conserva-
tion measures till 2052.

The next hearing in the
matter has been set for No-
vember 7.
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AND THE PERILS

mOver 8.5 lakh trees to be felled
over anareaof130sq kms

m Destruction of tropical rain-
forests in Galathea National
Park, home to 648 species of
flora and 330 species of fauna,
including Nicobar's wild pig,
treeshrew, the Great Nicobar
crested serpent eagle, Nicobar
paradise flycatcher and the
Nicobar megapode.

® Threat to the Shompen tribe:
Proposed project areas have
been important foraging
grounds for the hunter-gatherer
nomadic community.

T .

.

® Threat to nesting sites
of iconic species
like Giant leatherback
turtleand the NN
Nicobar megapode.

m Threat to coraland marine
ecosystem: ZS| reported
presence of 117 species of
scleractinian corals in Galathea.
But the Environment Impact
Assessment of the project states
that there is no coral located
in the Galathea Bay region.

® Threat to Dugongs due
to loss of seagrass
meadows, rising
anthropogenic
activities. gy




*The Union Government defended the ¥92,000-crore Great Nicobar Island Mega
Infrastructure Project before the National Green Tribunal (NGT).

*The Centre said it is “fully aware” of the environmental implications and has
mandated decades-long conservation and mitigation programmes.

*The project covers ~18% of Great Nicobar’s land area, leaving over two-thirds
as forest.



Component

Location
Executing Agency

Estimated Cost

Key Components

Area Impacted

Clearances Involved

Description
Southernmost part of Andaman & Nicobar Islands

NITI Aayog with Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Integrated Development Corporation (ANIIDCO)

X92,000 crore

- International container trans-shipment port
(Galathea Bay) - International airport - Township for
~3 lakh people - 450 MW power plant

~166 sg. km (18% of island’s area)

Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ), Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA), Forest & Wildlife Clearances



*No displacement of tribal persons:

Both Nicobarese and Shompen communities will not be displaced or dispersed.
*Scientific planning:

Studies and research conducted to translocate, conserve, and monitor
biodiversity before construction.

*Mitigation plan:

Government has mandated conservation measures till 2052, covering flora,
fauna, and coral reefs.

*Project as national asset:
Declared a “national asset” vital for India’s strategic, economic, and maritime
Interests.



Concern Area

Forest Land Diversion

Tribal Impact

Biodiversity Loss

Legal Violations

Key Issue Raised

~130 sq. km of forest land to be diverted,
affecting endemic flora/fauna.

Possible risk to the Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Group (PVTG) — Shompen.

Threat to leatherback turtles, Nicobar
megapode birds, and coral reefs.

Alleged violations of Island Coastal
Regulation Zone (ICRZ) norms (2019).



Species / Habitat

Nicobar Megapode (bird)

Leatherback Turtles

Coral Reefs

Forests & Tribes

Conservation Plan

51 active nests identified; 30 may be affected,
remaining to be conserved.

All nesting beaches other than Galathea Bay to be
protected.

Translocation of 16,000 of 20,668 coral colonies;
continuous monitoring of remaining 4,500
colonies.

Long-term biodiversity studies and tribal impact
monitoring over three decades.



Government Claim

Tribal protection ensured

Biodiversity safeguarded

Strategic necessity

Supporting Rationale

No tribal displacement; only
uninhabited areas to be
developed.

Scientific translocation and
continuous ecological monitoring
planned till 2052.

Enhances India’s maritime
security and shipping
competitiveness near Malacca
Strait.
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How advances in screening, stenting techniques
have made it possible to prevent many strokes

WORLE STHOME DAY

A Kb tohsson

wry Octobor 29, World
Seroke Day surven e i
l-mllnl«l that stroke
o e w

lu h

sk, VI
hlhk ﬂl» ‘Whils n
Himan ol o
dden howir= aftor a Ktroke - 1he
Ucinl st fow hours for trear-

dOctary now Ay the
cus shotdd be batore o
Joe aver

" i,
g e
HpONAIIN 10 prevent many
strokes long before they strike,

Ty wlgnuls
Nearly BO% aof utroskes wev prve
wventable,* haye Srucleegs Bula)

»

S AN N0 I MO N
rmventen seuf resmment by
g bl 1w 40 the ben

days or weoks
i v winely i
the form of o
Srnhasams, apbaeds dmmiin, - Vb
wlon
"I-\N warning  oplsodus,
wallesd Transioe whemk At
ik CVEAD) 07 “mint strokow,”
B A BT R M
Speclalises wtram (hot i TIA
shonibd e Hrea

deally withion 24 hours.” ways
Pradiasty 19 atd ek
AN Awibon oo

witw, the Bettar o
eneng o Dgoer stroke

(st Cholastoro] depostts
mvvuw ﬂw llvﬂ«ll of the

"
Veaasln mppIVInG the brin
seplaina siiivisat
Vi, senlor conal
Rorgoon adl hasd of BNt
dovaneul potlo
Howpitala, €t

1 wakiaen o
loical ymaptoma, we. Lia 1t
ith & WAL OF AUTGUEY,
Shrivaiian K, consulane
Mogiut wt MOR it
L Chwrnal, sl that fister
‘mtion ln fypically conmderod
[l ﬂ‘h

1w

o

Bload presuce and sugar con
Aok, aniek i iplatedes Hhs gy
WAt Dlovk i
Bt wian

18, we

unlm“nv A brwin sten "

ny mash tube tha k

owed Dlowkedt
e

ot
t-l)'ﬂ‘ll-lhllwn FOMMr™

- T T
4006 10 PIOWINT & MAJOF #roKe
Defars It bappen;
call mocorndary
wuys e, S




Shorter, simpler breast cancer treatment:

where evidence meets practice
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A, Top 5 cancer sites — India (2022 estimates)

For Females (top 5)

G g B =

Breast cancer — 192,020 cases (~26% of female cases) ciobal cancer 0b... +1
Cervical cancer (uterus cervix) — 127,526 cases (~17%) Global Cancer Ob.. +1
Ovarian cancer — 47,333 cases (~6%) Global Cancer Ob... +1

Lip and oral cavity cancer — 35,947 cases (~5%) Global Cancer Ob..

Colorectal cancer — 26,678 cases (~3%)  Global Cancer Ob..

For Males (top 5)

Bo| W=

Lip & oral cavity — 107,812 cases (~15.6% of male cases) Giobal cancer 0b...
Lung cancer — 58,970 cases (~8.5%) clobal Cancer Ob..

Oesophagus cancer — 45,608 cases (~6.6%) Global cancer 0b..

Colorectal cancer — 43,360 cases (~6.3%) clobal Cancer Ob...

Stomach cancer — 43,060 cases (~6.2%) Global cancer Ob..



¢ Specific share of breast cancer

For women, breast cancer accounted for ~ 26% of all new female cancer cases in 2022 (192,020 of

~722,138) Global Cancer Ob... +1

Another source says female breast cancer accounted for ~13.5% of all new cancer cases (both sexes) in

India around 2020. PubMed Central

Summary

e Total new cases in India (2022): ~1.41 million.

e Women's share: ~722 k - =51%.

e Top cancers in women: Breast > Cervix > Ovary > Lip/oral cavity > Colorectum.

e Top cancers in men: Lip/oral cavity > Lung > Oesophagus > Colorectum > Stomach.

e Breast cancer among women is very significant (~1in 4 of female cases).



Studies now confirm that subcutaneous (injection-based) delivery of
HER2-targeted drugs is as safe and effective as conventional IV

infusions for HER2-positive breast cancer.

This innovation saves time, cost, and hospital resources, improving
patients’ quality of life.

However, access remains uneven across India due to infrastructural
and cost disparities.




Aspect

HER2 protein

Traditional therapy

Drawbacks

New alternative

Details

A receptor promoting cancer cell growth; found
in ~20—-25% of breast cancers.

Intravenous (IV) infusions of trastuzumab and

pertuzumab, usually every 3 weeks.

Each IV session lasts 2—4 hours, requiring
trained staff, central lines, and hospital space.

Subcutaneous injection (SC) — a fixed-dose
combination of trastuzumab + hyaluronidase
(Herceptin SC).




e PHESGO trial results (global)

 Compared subcutaneous vs IV administration of
pertuzumab + trastuzumab.

* Found no difference in efficacy or safety.

* Treatment time reduced from 150 minutes (IV) to
~10 minutes (SC).

» Patient satisfaction higher due to convenience,
less pain, and fewer hospital visits.

* ADAPT study

e Demonstrated that shorter treatment schedules
with SC drugs maintained similar survival outcomes.



For Patients

(® Saves time — 10-15 min injection vs
2—3 hour IV drip.

¢ Less invasive —no IV port or central
line needed.

¥ Lower indirect costs (travel,
absence from work).

> Better comfort & psychological
ease

For Hospitals / System

& Reduces hospital load and infusion
chair time.

Reduces nursing workload, freeing
staff for other duties.

B Shortens bed occupancy,
Improving efficiency.

® Potential for outpatient/home use
with trained nurse supervision.




Challenge

Cost barrier

Infrastructure gaps

Awareness divide

Policy lag

Explanation

SC formulations costlier upfront than generics used for
IV infusions.

Smaller hospitals lack cold-chain, storage, or trained
staff.

Many oncologists outside metro cities remain
unfamiliar with newer protocols.

Limited inclusion in national cancer-care schemes (e.g.,
Ayushman Bharat).




Dimension

Public Health

Economic

Social

Medical Innovation

Impact

Faster treatment - higher compliance - improved
survival.

Reduces hospital expenditure per patient; cost-
efficient over long term.

Empowers women patients to resume normal routines
earlier.

Encourages pharma focus on patient-centric
formulations.
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A view of the Louvre Museum in Paris, a week after thieves broke into a first-floor gallery and fled with jewellery worth an estimated $102
million. On Thursday, the French police arrested five more people, including the prime suspect in the robbery. AFp



: tion of the crime of ra-

. of rape to a culture of

~ ‘Silence isn’t a yes: France
- adds consent to its rape law

¢ Paris: French lawmakers on

:  Wednesday adopted a bill defi-
: ning rape as any non-consen-
. sual sexual act, making the co-
: untry the latest European na-
. tionto pass a consent-based le-
. gislation. The penal code will
: now enshrine the principle of
: consent into the defini- g

. pe,after France’s Sena-
: tebacked the measure.
: The text signals a
: move “from a culture

: consent”, centrist lawmaker
: Veronique Riotton said after

: the bill, which she co-sponso-

: red, passed the lower house
: last week. Consent, the text sa-
: ys, must be “free and infor-
: med, specific, prior and revo-

: cable”, noting that itcannotbe

. inferred from “silence or lack

: of reaction”. “There is no con-

. sent if the act is committed

: through violence, coercion,

. threat, whatever their natu-

. re,” the text states.

Consent-based rape laws

already exist in countries like
Germany, the Netherlands,
Spain and Sweden. The bill co-
mes after the case of Gisele Pe-
licot re-ignited a debate over
consent in the country. Her ex-
husband was convicted of
drugging her and invi-
ting dozens of strang-
ers to rape her during
| marriage.
: National Rally law-
maker Sophie Blanc
earlier said the change
would put the focus on the vic-
tim’s actions, “not the violen-
ce of the perpetrator”. But
supporters of thereformsay it
will shift the burden onto of-
fenders to prove consent.
“When it’s not no, it doesn’t
mean yes,” said Green lawma-
ker Marie-Charlotte Garin, co-
sponsor of the bill, after it was
passed in national assembly.
“Whenit’s yes, itmustbeareal
yes. Giving in will never again
be consent,” she said. arp



* France has adopted a new bill that legally defines rape as any non-consensual
sexual act.

* This makes France the latest European nation (after Germany, Spain, Sweden,
and the Netherlands) to introduce consent-based rape legislation.

* The principle “Silence is not consent” has now been formally written into
French penal law.



Provision

Definition of Consent

No implied consent

Null consent under coercion

Burden of proof

Cultural shift

Explanation

Must be “free and informed, specific, prior, and
revocable.”

Consent cannot be inferred from silence, passivity, or
lack of resistance.

Any act committed through violence, threat, or
coercion is automatically considered non-consensual.

The accused must prove consent, shifting focus from
victim’s resistance to perpetrator’s actions.

Law aims to move France “from a culture of rape to a
culture of consent.”



Background and Trigger Case
* The reform was largely inspired by the case of Gisele Pelicot, whose husband was convicted of
* Drugging her and
» Inviting dozens of strangers to rape her during their marriage.
» The shocking case re-ignited a national debate on consent and marital rape, accelerating

legislative change.

Parliamentary Debate

« Veronique Riotton (Centrist lawmaker):

“The reform transforms our culture—from rape culture to a culture of consent.”

* Marie-Charlotte Garin (Green Party MP):
“When it's not no, it doesn’t mean yes. When it's yes, it must be a real yes.”
* Sophie Blanc (National Rally MP):

Criticised the bill, saying it could overemphasise the victim'’s actions rather than the violence of the

perpetrator, though reformers say it rightly shifts accountability to offenders.



Country

Sweden

Spain

Germany

France

Consent Law Introduced

2018

2022

2016

2025

Key Phrase / Principle

“Yes means yes” law — absence
of explicit consent = rape

“Only Yes Means Yes” law after
high-profile ‘La Manada’ gang-
rape case

“No means no” principle
integrated into sexual-offence
laws

Explicit inclusion of consent in
rape definition



- Indian Case Laws on Consent

Case

State of U.P. vs. Chhotey Lal

Uday vs. State of Karnataka

Deepak Gulati vs. State of Haryana

Patan Jamal Vali vs. State of Andhra
Pradesh

Year

20M

2003

2013

2021

Key Judgment

Consent must be free and voluntary; passive

submission is not consent.

Consent obtained under a false promise of

marriage is not valid.

Consent must be based on an informed

choice, not misrepresentation.

Consent obtained by exploiting power

imbalance or vulnerability is invalid.



Aspect

Definition

Consent Principle

Silence

Marital Rape

Burden of Proof

Consent Withdrawal

France (New Bill, 2025)

Defines rape as any sexual act
without consent

Must be “free, informed, specific,
prior and revocable”

“Silence or lack of reaction #
consent”

Debate ongoing; case of Gisele
Pelicot influenced change

On the accused to prove consent

Recognized as revocable

India (IPC §375, §376)

Defines rape as sexual act
against will or without consent

Must be “unequivocal and
voluntary”

Not explicitly stated, but courts
interpret silence # consent

Marital rape not criminalized
(Exception to Section 375)

On prosecution to prove lack of
consent

No explicit provision on
withdrawal once consent is given



OpenAl Plans Historic
PO Targeting S1
rillion Valuation




OpenAl, the creator of ChatGPT, is
preparing for one of the most
significant stock market listings in

up to S1 trillion.

history, with a potential valuation of

J

The company aims to raise at least

S60 billion through the initial public

offering (IPO), according to
individuals familiar with early

preliminary, the scale of the
proposed listing has already drawn
major market attention.

discussions. Although plans remain

J







Microsoft Partnership and Structural Reforms

OpenAl recently underwent a major restructuring agreement with Microsoft, designed
to separate it from its original non-profit framework. This deal, following Microsoft’s
$13 billion investment, grants the tech giant around a 27% equity stake in OpenAl. The
restructuring enables OpenAl to pursue large-scale financing while preserving its
research objectives in artificial intelligence.




NASA Considers Nuclear
Option to Deflect ‘City-
Killer” Asteroid 2024 YR4




* NASA has intensified its study of nuclear disruption strategies to avert a potential lunar impact by
asteroid 2024 YR4, a 60-metre object projected to pass near the Moon in 2032. Although the asteroid
poses no direct threat to Earth, the risk of a lunar collision has prompted detailed mission
assessments aimed at preventing secondary space hazards.

* Renewed Focus on Planetary Defence

* The asteroid, discovered in December 2024, follows an orbit that occasionally intersects the Earth—
Moon system. Recent data suggest a 3.8% probability of lunar impact, sufficient to trigger
precautionary planning. NASA and international research teams are evaluating mission windows from
late 2029 to late 2031 to develop a response plan that could safeguard satellites and human
spaceflight assets from potential debris clouds.



Over 120 Nations Join Eighth International Solar
Alliance Assembly in New Delhi

 PM Kusum and PM Surya Ghar schemes promote solar adoption among farmers and households.



Global Firepower Index 2025:
World’s Strongest Militaries Revealed



* The Global Firepower (GFP) Index 2025 presents a
detailed analysis of the world’s most powerful armed
forces. Covering more than 60 assessment factors —
from manpower and defence budgets to logistics and
technology — it evaluates each nation’s ability to project
and sustain military strength.

* Alower Power Index (PwrIindx) score signifies greater
overall capability, reflecting modernisation trends and
global strategic realignments.




The United States continues to lead
the GFP 2025 rankings, maintaining
its position as the most powerful
military in the world. With a defence
budget surpassing $860 billion and a
vast global base network, America’s
superiority extends across land, sea,

air, and cyber domains.

J

based systems give it unmatched

sustained by continuous innovation
and strategic reach.

Advanced assets such as F-35 fighter
jets, nuclear submarines, and space-

power projection and deterrence. Its
global influence remains unparalleled,

J




Global Firepower Index evaluates over 60
parameters to rank military strength.

Lower Power Index (PwrIindx) indicates
stronger overall capability.

United States, Russia, China, India, and

South Korea occupy the top five spots in
2025.

India’s defence modernisation centres on
the Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliance)
initiative.



Word of the day

Capricious:

changeable; determined by chance orimpulse or
whim rather than by necessity or reason

Synonymes: impulsive, whimsical

Usa €. Authoritarian rulers are frequently
capricious.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/capriciouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ks'pifos/
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