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India-Bhutan Rail Link 
Gains Strategic Special 

Project Status



The Indian Railways has designated the Kokrajhar-Gelephu rail line as a Special Railway Project (SRP). 
This 69-km rail link marks the first-ever rail connection between India and Bhutan. The move aims to 
fast-track the project under the government’s Act East policy. The project is crucial for enhancing 
bilateral ties and regional connectivity.

Recent Developments

In March 2024, India and Bhutan agreed to develop two rail links – Kokrajhar-Gelephu and Banarhat-
Samtse. The latter is a 16-km stretch connecting West Bengal to Bhutan. These rail lines will provide 
Bhutan with its first railway connectivity. The Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) issued the SRP 
notification under the Railways Act, 1989. Funds have been allocated for surveys and preliminary works.





Haryana Launches Deendayal 
Lado Lakshmi Women 
Scheme



The Haryana Government introduced the Deendayal Lado Lakshmi 
Yojana in 2025. It provides Rs 2,100 monthly to eligible women. 

The scheme aims to empower women and uplift marginalised 
sections. 

It was launched on the birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyaya. The event was held at Tau Devi Lal Stadium, Panchkula.



• Scheme Objectives
• The scheme focuses on strengthening women’s economic and social status. 

• It targets women aged 23 to 60 years. Eligibility depends on family income below Rs 1 
lakh annually. Both married and unmarried women qualify. Multiple women in one 
household can receive benefits.

• The initiative aligns with the government’s commitment to social welfare



Bidar District Wins 
Jal Sanchay Jan 

Bhagidari Award



• Bidar district in Karnataka was honoured with the Centre’s Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari
Award.

• The award recognises top-performing districts under the Jal Shakti Abhiyan – Catch 
the Rain campaign. Bidar received ₹25 lakh for its exemplary efforts in water 
conservation and community participation.

• It was one of six districts from Karnataka to win, and the only one from the Kalyana 
Karnataka region.



• Jal Shakti Abhiyan Campaign Overview
• The Jal Shakti Abhiyan is a national initiative led by the Department of Water Resources, River Development 
and Ganga Rejuvenation. 

• It promotes community-driven water conservation and groundwater recharge across India. 

• The campaign encourages local bodies, communities, industries, NGOs and resident welfare associations to 
work together. Its goal is to combat water scarcity and groundwater depletion through sustainable practices.



India Adds Two 
More Ramsar 

Wetlands In Bihar



• India has recently added two more wetlands from Bihar to the Ramsar list of wetlands 
of international importance.

• This increases India’s total Ramsar sites to 93, the highest in Asia and third globally. 

• The new sites are Gokul Jalashay in Buxar district and Udaipur Jheel in West 
Champaran district. 

• These additions reflect India’s growing commitment to wetland conservation and 
biodiversity protection.



• Ramsar Convention and Its Importance
• The Ramsar Convention, adopted in 1971 in Ramsar, Iran, is an international treaty for wetland protection.

• It aims to conserve wetlands and promote their wise use. Currently, 172 countries are members. Wetlands 
are crucial for water regulation, flood control, and supporting biodiversity. They also provide resources like 
food and raw materials.
• India’s Progress in Ramsar Site Designation
• India’s Ramsar sites increased from 26 in 2012 to 93 in 2025. These sites cover over 1.36 million hectares. 
Since 2020, 51 wetlands were added, showing accelerated conservation efforts. India ranks third worldwide 
after the UK and Mexico in the number of Ramsar sites.



PM E-DRIVE 
Scheme



• The Ministry of Heavy Industries (MHI) has released comprehensive operational 
guidelines for the deployment of EV public charging stations under the PM E-DRIVE 
(Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative Vehicle Enhancement) scheme.

• About

• The scheme was launched in 2024, and was initially active from October 1, 2024, to 
March 31, 2026, with an extension announced up to March 2028 for certain components.

• It builds on previous schemes like FAME-I and FAME-II with a larger budget and 
broader focus



• Objectives: To promote faster adoption of EVs across segments such as electric 
two-wheelers (e-2Ws), three-wheelers (e-3Ws), ambulances, trucks, and buses.

• To incentivize advanced battery-powered EVs through demand subsidies.

• Major Components:

• Demand Incentives / Subsidies: Financial support for purchase of electric 
2-wheelers & 3-wheelers, E-ambulances, E-trucks & e-buses

• Other emerging EV categories: Demand incentives are capped at 15% of 
the ex-factory price or fixed limits, applicable only to vehicles priced below 
specific thresholds.
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