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MONEY AND SUCCESS
DON'T CHANGE PEOPLE; THEY MERELY

AMPLIFY WHAT IS ALREADY THERE.

-Will Smith
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» Based on data from Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2023-24.
e Focus: Rising participation of women in agriculture, yet high share of unpaid family workers.

1. Key Findings

a) Employment Trends
« Women's participation in agriculture recognized as key driver of structural change.

« Share of women in agriculture grew by 13%, accounting for over 42% of sector’s workforce.

e 1in every 3 working women now employed in agriculture.

b) Unpaid Labour
» 59.1% of women in agriculture are unpaid family workers (Chart 1).

» Reflects gender disparity in wages and ownership.
» Bihar (69%) and Rajasthan (52%) have the highest share of unpaid female workers.

c) Gender Wage Gap
« Only a small proportion of women receive regular wages or ownership benefits.



2. Structural Shift

a) Movement in Labour Market
« Shift from non-farm to agriculture due to:

« Slowing non-farm job creation.
» Pandemic-induced reverse migration.

« Women replacing men in farm operations.

b) Underemployment Concerns
« Rise in agriculture jobs often indicates distress employment rather than empowerment.

3. Challenges

a) Low Wages & Unpaid Work
« Majority engaged as helpers in family farms without wages.
» Persistent gender inequities in access to land, credit, and technology.

b) Lack of Ownership
« Limited land titles and decision-making power.

« Women underrepresented in cooperatives and FPOs.

c) Technology & Skill Gaps
« Low digital literacy.
» Limited access to precision agriculture, e-NAM, and mobile advisory platforms.



4. Policy Interventions & Opportunities

a) Government Schemes
« PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi, Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana: limited reach.

e Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) may boost export crops like millets, fruits, and spices, where

women's participation is high (Chart 3).

b) Technology-Based Inclusion
« Digital platforms can improve market access and price realization.

e Al-enabled tools, multilingual services (e.g., Bhashini, MicroSoft Al4Bharat).

c) State Initiatives
« Odisha's Swayam Sahayam FPOs, L&T's Digital Sakhi program: promote literacy and financial

inclusion.

d) Skill Development
« Training in FPCs, branding, digital finance, and entrepreneurship.



5. Way Forward

a) Formalization of Work
e Ensure minimum wages, contractual recognition.

« Expand social security coverage to informal workers.

b) Collective Action
« Strengthen Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and FPOs led by women.

c) Gender-Sensitive Policies
* Integrate women's empowerment in agriculture reforms and trade policies.

e Encourage land ownership through joint titles.



More women employed in agriculture, but half of them are unpaid

Global trade trends, technology, and land and labour reforms can help bridge the gap

I DATA POINT

Shravani Prakash
Anjhana Ramesh

omenled develop-

ment has been recog-

nised as a structural
game-changer for advancing In-
dia's economic ambitions, yet its
full potential remains under-lever-
aged. Nowhere is harnessing this
potential more urgently than in
the agriculture sector, the back-
bone of India’s economy and the
largest employer of its women,

Despite their growing presence
on farms, women’s contributions
remain systematically unremuner-
ative. By leveraging recent shifts in
trade and technology, India has an
unprecedented opportunity to un-
lock pathways that recognise wo-
maseqmlpammshagnmhr
ral transformation.

In the past decade structural
shifts in the Indian workforce have
drawn rural men into higher-pay-
ing non-farm jobs, leaving women
to replace them to do the agricul-
tural work, As a result, women's
employment in agriculture surged
by 135%, and they now account for
over 42% of the sector's workforce,
Two out of every three working
women are now In agriculture.

Yet, this rise has come with di-
minishing returns, Nearly half of
the women In agriculture are un-
paid family workers, with their
numbers jumping 2.5 times from
23.6 million to 59.1 million in just
eight years (Chart 1). As a result,
today, one in three working wo-
men in India is unpaid. In States
such as Bihar and Uttar Pradesh,
more than 80% of women workers
are in agriculture, and over half of
them recelve no wages (Map 2).

Much of this invisibility stems
from systemic inequities. Women
are not offically recognised as
farmers, own only 13-14% of land
holdings, and earn 20-30% less
than men for equivalent work, As-
set ownership, decision-making
power, and access to credit and go-

vernment support remain male-
dominated, trapping women in
low-value activities.

As a result, women's greater
participation has not translated in-
1o higher income for the economy,
as agriculture’s share of the nation-
al GVA fell from 15.3% In 201718 to
14.4% in 202425, Therefore, the
‘feminisation of agriculture; has,
In a way reinforced Inequities
rather than enabling women's eco-
nomic empowerment.
Globaluzdeumdsmopumu
new windows for women's eco-
nomic inclusion in agriculture,
The India-UK. l-‘ree'l‘radeAgm-
ment (FTA), for example, is pro-
Jected 10 boost Indian agricultural
exports by 20% within three years,

food products, From rice, spiees,
and dairy to ready-to-eat meals, In-
dian producers will benefit from
premium miarket access, with safe-
guards in place for sensitive sec-
tors. Many of these export-orient-
ed value chains employ a
share of women (Chart

3). If FTA-embedded provisions
for women, such as training, credit
access, and market linkages, are
catalysed, it could enable women's
transition from farm labourers to
income-generating entrepreneurs.
The greatest opportunity lies in
enabling women to move from un-
paid, low-value tasks into higher-
margin segments such as process-
ing, pockm:g branding, and x-

rising {ot organic produus and su-
perfoods, India's value chains for
tea, spices, millets and certified or-
ganic produce are poised for ex-
pansion - sectors where women
are already strongly represented.
Geographical Indications, brand-
ing initatives, and support for
meeting export standards can help
women producers shift from sub-
sistence farming toward premium,
value-added product markets.
Without targeted measures, wo-
men risk being excluded from the
export-led opportunities emerging
in Indian agriculture. Digital inno-

vations can play a dedsive role in
bridging this gap. Platforms such
as e-NAM, mobile-based advisory
services, voice-assisted applica-
tions, and precision agriculture
tools are already connecting wo-
men to markets, knowledge sys-
tems, and financial services. These
solutions help formalise women's
labour while expanding access 1o
schemes, credk and fair pricing.
However, benefits are
contingent on ow:rmmnu structu-
ral barriers such as low digital lite-
racy, language gaps, and umled
access to affordable devices. Tack
ling these challenges requires cul
lective action by all ecosystem ac-
tors — government, private sector,
NGOs, self-help groups, and Farm-
er Producer Organisations (FPOs).
Encouragingly, promising mo-
dels are emerging. Al-enabled so-
lutions such as the government’s
BHASHINI platform and Micro-
wR-AMBham'stlbmdi are ex-
tending multilingual, volce-first ac-
cess 1o government services. L&T

At the State level, Odisha's
Swayam Sampurna FPOs show-
case how technology can position
women farmers at the forefront of
export competitiveness. The Jhala-
wari Mahila Kisan Producer Com-
pany in Rajasthan leverages digital
tools for direct sales and branding.
Multi-stakeholder training pro-
grams for women farmers in As-
sam’s téa sector focus on diverse
areas. It is important to scake up
and emulate these platforms.

To transform women's role in
agriculture, land and labour re-
forms are equally vital. Policies
must recognise women as inde-
pendent farmers by promoting
joint or individual land ownership,
which in turn strengthens their
eligibility for credit, insurance,
and institutional support.
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All work, no pay
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All work, no pay

The data for the charts were sourced from the Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS), 2023-24
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STRASBOURG

Ukrainian journalist who was held
by Russia wins Europe rights prize

AFP

The Council of Europe on Monday awarded its 2025 rights prize to
Ukrainian journalist and rights activist Maksym Butkevych, who was
released last year after being captured by Russian forces. He is the
co-founder of the independent Hromadske radio station and ZMINA
human rights centre in Kyiv. arp



e Award: 2025 Council of Europe Human Rights Prize

« Winner: Maksym Butkevych, Ukrainian journalist & human rights activist

« Reason: Recognition of his commitment to human rights and press freedom, despite imprisonment
by Russian forces.

« Location of award: Strasbourg, France

L About Maksym Butkevych

e Profession: Journalist & Human Rights Defender
e Captured by: Russian forces during the Ukraine war
» Released: In 2024, after being held captive
« Co-founder of:
« Hromadske Radio (Independent Ukrainian radio)
« ZMINA Human Rights Centre, Kyiv



© About the Award

e Institution: Council of Europe
e Award Goal: To honor individuals or organizations who have made exceptional contributions to

human rights, rule of law, and democracy.
« Significance: Highlights Europe’s support for freedom of press and resistance against

authoritarian repression.

() Context & Background
« Russia-Ukraine War (2022-present) has seen multiple cases of journalists detained or targeted.
« Council of Europe has consistently condemned Russia’s human rights violations, leading to

Russia’s expulsion from the Council in 2022.
« This award symbolizes solidarity with Ukraine and freedom of expression as a European value.



e Council of Europe:

« Established in 1949, headquartered in Strasbourg

 Promotes human rights, democracy, and rule of law

» European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) is its judicial arm
e Press Freedom Index 2024

« Ukraine: Improved ranking due to resilient media

e Russia: Among the lowest due to censorship and persecution
« Related Global Institutions:

« UNESCO/World Press Freedom Day — May 3

« Nobel Peace Prize 2021 - Awarded to journalists Maria Ressa and Dmitry Muratov




Trump tears up script, slaps 100%
tanff on movies made outside US

Move To Hurt India’s Film Industry, Which Derives Significant Revenues From US

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Washington: MAGA supre-
mo Donald Trump on Monday
announced a 100% tariff on
“any and all movies that are
made outside of the US,” thro-
wing the global entertainment
industry, including global stre-
amingserviceslike Netflixand
India’s “Bollywood,"” into tur-
moil. Ina trademark social me-
dia post, Trump claimed “our
movie making business has be-
en stolen from the United Sta-
tes of America, by other count-
ries, just like stealing “candy
from a baby” and “in order to
solve this long time, never en-
ding problem," he will be impo-
sing a 100% tax on movies ma-
deoutside the US,

The punitive move, practi-
cal implementation of which
will prove to be a challenge
since the movie business is
largely universal and seam-
less, is certain to hurt India's
film industry — the world's
largest by volume — which de-
rives significant revenues
from the US, including via
streamingservices, Otherma-
jor movie-making countries
in Europe, Asia, and Australia
will also be affected.

For that matter, even Holly-
wood, which the US president
is ostensibly trying to help, is
likely to suffer although Tru-
mp transparently put a politic-

India will also be affected by Trump's effort to reshore movie production
since studios like Disney, DreamWorks, Pixar outsource a major portion of
the animation and visual effects execution to studios in India. Indian
studios have handied post-production of movies such as ‘Interstellar’

alspinon the issue saying, “Ca-
lifornia, with its weak and in-
competent Governor, has been
particularly hard hit!” — os-
tensibly because more and mo-
re movies and movie produc-
tion has moved beyond the US.

Cross-border industry insi-
ders acknowledge the US mo-
vie business is in a crisis but
are not sure how tariffs can be
implemented. “We live in a
world where movies are made
across locations, across count-
ries, A Hollywood animated
movie could outsource special
effects to a studio in India, but
the color correction could be
done in another country and
audioinathird, Itis very comp-
licated and there are many in-
tangibles,” says George Koshy,
CEO of Infamous Coconuts, an
LA-based production company.

India would be affected in
two ways, Industry experts,
such as the Producers Guild of
India, estimate that Indian
films gross approximately $100
million to $150 million annual-
ly from the US (North Ameri-
ca)market. The revenue comes
from theatrical box office col-
lections, as well as digital, sa-
tellite, and other distribution
rights sold in the US. Major
Hindiand Telugublockbusters
gross upwards of $10 million
from the US market.

As with tariffs on goods,
the American consumer (ma-
inly South Asians in the US)
could end up footing the bill,
paying double the current $20
for tickets and higher prices
for subscription services. But
the higher prices could also
dampen demand and force

producers to settle for less, :

India will also be affected :
by Trump'’s effort to reshore :
movie production since Holly- :
wood studios like Disney, Dre-
amWorks, and Pixar outsour- !
ce a significant portion of the :
animation and visual effects :
(VFX) execution to studios in !
India. In recent years, Indian :
studios have handled post-pro- !

duction of movies such as :

“The Lion King", “Avengers: !
Endgame”, “Dune”, “Jungle :
Book”, and “Interstellar". :

Animationstudios inIndia :
arealsocreatingand co-produ-
cing TV series and feature :

films for international broad- :

casters like Disney and Nicke- :
lodeon. India’s Animationand :
VFX sector is projected to :
grow from US$ 1.3 billion in
2023 to USS 2.2 billion by 2026, :
according to a CII and India :
Brand Equity Foundation. 1

In remarks on the issue in
May when he first floated the :
idea of tariffing foreign films, :
Trump characterised the off- :
shoring of movie production :
as a “threat to our nation” and
accused foreign countries of
“stealing our movie industry”,
If Trump goes through with
the movie tariffs, other count- :
ries too could impose recipro- :

cal tariffs on US films. Interna-

tional markets account for mo-
re than 70% of Hollywood's
box office revenue. :



1. Policy Announcement

« Trump announced a 100% tariff on all movies made outside the US.
« Justification: To stop “theft” of movie-making business from the US.

« Claimed foreign studios and countries (like India, Europe) are “stealing candy from a baby.”

2. Targeted Industries

» Affects:
« Global streaming services (Netflix, Disney, Amazon)
« Bollywood and Indian animation studios

» Hollywood's outsourced VFX & animation production hubs in India

3. Economic Impact on India

« Indian studios work on post-production for major Hollywood titles:
« Interstellar, Avengers: Endgame, The Lion King, Dune

« Annual earnings:
» $130-150 million from US clients

« Animation/VFX sector projected growth:
« From $1.3 billion (2023) - $2.2 billion (2026)



4. Challenges in Implementation

o Complex supply chains:
« Color correction in India
« Sound mixing in another country
« Final edits in the US

» Difficult to define what counts as “foreign-made”

5. Impact on Hollywood
« Studios like Disney, Pixar, DreamWorks outsource to India, Korea, Canada.

« Tariff would increase costs of movie production.

» Threatens profitability and global collaboration.

6. India's Double Hit
« Tariff affects both:

1. Direct movie exports (Bollywood films)
2. Post-production/VFX exports (Hollywood projects)
« Bollywood earns significant overseas revenue from US diaspora screenings and OTT rights.



Metal tally: Gold nears record
71.2L/10gm tag, silver z1.5L/kg

Int’l Prices Rally On Fears Of US Govt Shutdown, Trade Woes

PRECIOUS RETURNS  Re closes near all-time low at 88.76 vs $

Mumbai: The rupee closed near its all-time low on Monday as
lingering foreign portfolio outflows and corporate dollar demand
keptup pressure on the currency. The rupee settled at 88.76
against the dollar, its weakest ever closing level and down
slightly fromits close at 88.72 on Friday. The currency declined to

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Goldandsilver pric-
es continued to record new all-
time highs in the domestic
market on Monday It was
backed by rallies in interna-
tional prices on the likelihood
of a US govt shutdown, trade-
related jitters, and the contin-
uing weakness of the rupee
against major currencies.

In the local spot market sil-
ver hovered around the Rs 1.5
lakh/kg mark, while gold was
nearing the Rs 1.2 lakh/10gm
mark. In international mar-
kets, the price of the yellow
metal neared the $3,900/ounce
(Oz) mark, a new all-time peak
while the white metal traded
above the $47/0z mark after
more than 13 years.

The recent gains in gold
and silver prices also came
due to the expectation that US
Federal Reserve will lower in-
terest rates by an additional 50
basis points (100bps = 1 per-
centage point) this year, said
Renisha Chainani of Aug-
mont, a precious metals re-

1-year % change
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anall-time low of 88.80 last week.

After starting the session with a modest uptick, the currency
drifted lower through the session, averting a sharper decline due to
dollar sales by multiple state-run banks, which traders said were
likely on behalf of RBI. The central bank has frequently intervened
to support the rupee over recent sessions as worries over the
impact of steep US tariffs and tighter visa policies hurt the rupee.
Concerns over further depreciation of the rupee have prompted
importers to step up hedging, keeping the rupee's upticks
short-lived, an FX salesperson at a foreign bank said. reuters

search and advisory firm.

On Monday, silver in Del-
hi’s spot market went above
the Rs 1.5-lakh-mark for the
first time, an agency report
said. In some other parts of In-
dia, the price of the white met-
al was slightly lower. on MCX,
silver futures price for Dec de-
livery touched a high of Rs1.44
lakh while for Sept 2026 deliv-
eryitwasatRs1.51akh.

In the spot market, gold

prices traded above the Rs 1.15
lakh mark, a late evening re-
port from India Bullion & Jew-
ellers Association showed. On
MCX, gold futures price for
Oct delivery had breached the
Rs 115 lakh mark, while for
Dec delivery, the price was
close to that level. Reports re-
garding US shut down also led
to safe haven buying in pre-
cious metals and this could
gain strength if thedebtbill in

the world’s largest economy is
not passed before Oct 1, said
Manav Modi, from Motilal Os-
wal Financial Services.

Sensex falls for 7th day
After a bounce back in early
trades, the sensex settled 62
points lower at 80,365 points on
Monday as foreign funds con-
tinued to sell domestic shares.
FPIs were net sellers at
Rs2,832crore.



1. Global Factors:
« Anticipation of a US government shutdown and trade uncertainty boosted safe-haven demand.
« Market expects the US Federal Reserve to cut interest rates later this year (lower yields >
higher gold appeal).
« Weakness in the US dollar and geopolitical risks lifted precious-metal prices globally.
2. Domestic Factors (India):
 Rupee depreciation = imports costlier = higher local prices.

» Robust retail demand and festive season sentiment.

ul Key Data

Commodity Domestic Price (Sep 2025) YoY Gain Drivers
Gold 21,16,500 per 10 g (spot near ™55 % Safe-haven buying, rupee
1.2 L) weakness
Silver 21,44,500 - 21,50,000 per kg ™60 % Industrial demand + speculative

inflows



» Global gold near $3,000/o0z, silver above $47/oz.
* Rupee at ¥88.76/$ (near all-time low).
» BSE Sensex: 80,365 pts, 7th straight loss as FPIs withdraw.

~ Implications

il Economy & Markets
» Import bill rise = wider CAD.

« Bullion traders expect volatility till clarity on US fiscal outlook.

« Possible RBI intervention to support rupee.

% Investors
» Gold acts as inflation hedge.
» Silver's dual role (industrial + investment) adds volatility.

% Households
» Higher jewellery cost during festive season.

» SIPs in gold ETFs & sovereign bonds may benefit.



@ 1. Strong US Dollar

« The US economy is showing resilience — strong growth, low unemployment, high demand.

« The US Federal Reserve kept interest rates high, attracting investors to US bonds = Dollar becomes
stronger.

« When the USD strengthens globally, most currencies (including INR) weaken.

~ 2.India's Trade & Current Account Deficit

» India imports more than it exports (especially oil, electronics, gold).
« Importers need USD to pay, increasing demand for dollars.
« This creates pressure on INR - depreciation.

& 3. Foreign Investment Outflows
« When global investors pull money out of Indian markets (Flls selling stocks/bonds),
they convert INR - USD - exit = INR weakens.
« Outflows often happen due to US rate hikes or global risk aversion.

¥ 4. High Crude Oil Prices
« India imports ~85% of its oil.
« Rising oil = more dollars needed = INR demand down.

« Example: every $10/barrel increase adds billions to India's import bill.



il 5. RBI Intervention is Limited

» RBI (Reserve Bank of India) sells USD from reserves to slow the fall.
« But RBI doesn't aim to fix a level — it only manages volatility, not direction.

» So INR slowly drifts down as fundamentals remain weak.

"\ 6. Inflation & Fiscal Pressure

» Inflation stays sticky, fiscal deficit high = investor caution.

» Weak fiscal metrics reduce foreign confidence - fewer dollar inflows.

%7 7. Historical Trend

» INR naturally depreciates 2—-3% annually due to inflation gap with the US.
(India's inflation ~5%, US ~3%)

» Over decades, this is normal structural weakening.



India-Bhutan Rail Link
Gains Strategic Special
Project Status







BRIDGING GAP BETWEEN 2 NATIONS

Project Project

Banarhat (West Bengal) Kokrajhar (Assam)

to Samtse (Bhutan) to Gelephu (Bhutan)
Cost | I577cr Cost | X3,456¢r
Completion period | 3 yrs Completion period | 4 yrs

Gelephu

Banarhat

~~Jlength .
| 20km -
" Dhup.g'uri' ~ A S
I, ({ N 2oy S - A - 69km
N Lt Alipurduar . Kokrajhar -

Bangladesh
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Haryana Launches Deendayal
Lado Lakshmi Women
Scheme







* Scheme Objectives
* The scheme focuses on strengthening women’s economic and social status.

* |t targets women aged 23 to 60 years. Eligibility depends on family income below Rs 1
lakh annually. Both married and unmarried women qualify. Multiple women in one
household can receive benefits.

* The initiative aligns with the government’s commitment to social welfare




Bidar District Wins

Jal Sanchay Jan
Bhagidari Award




* Bidar district in Karnataka was honoured with the Centre’s Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari
Award.

 The award recognises top-performing districts under the Jal Shakti Abhiyan — Catch
the Rain campaign. Bidar received %25 lakh for its exemplary efforts in water
conservation and community participation.

* It was one of six districts from Karnataka to win, and the only one from the Kalyana
Karnataka region.




 Jal Shakti Abhiyan Campaign Overview
* The Jal Shakti Abhiyan is a national initiative led by the Department of Water Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation.

* It promotes community-driven water conservation and groundwater recharge across India.

* The campaign encourages local bodies, communities, industries, NGOs and resident welfare associations to
work together. Its goal is to combat water scarcity and groundwater depletion through sustainable practices.



India Adds Two
More Ramsar
Wetlands In Bihar




* India has recently added two more wetlands from Bihar to the Ramsar list of wetlands
of international importance.

* This increases India’s total Ramsar sites to 93, the highest in Asia and third globally.

* The new sites are Gokul Jalashay in Buxar district and Udaipur Jheel in West
Champaran district.

* These additions reflect India’s growing commitment to wetland conservation and
biodiversity protection.




 Ramsar Convention and Its Importance
 The Ramsar Convention, adopted in 1971 in Ramsar, Iran, is an international treaty for wetland protection.

* |t aims to conserve wetlands and promote their wise use. Currently, 172 countries are members. Wetlands
are crucial for water regulation, flood control, and supporting biodiversity. They also provide resources like
food and raw materials.

* India’s Progress in Ramsar Site Designation

* |ndia’s Ramsar sites increased from 26 in 2012 to 93 in 2025. These sites cover over 1.36 million hectares.
Since 2020, 51 wetlands were added, showing accelerated conservation efforts. India ranks third worldwide
after the UK and Mexico in the number of Ramsar sites.



PM E-DRIVE
Scheme




* The Ministry of Heavy Industries (MHI) has released comprehensive operational
guidelines for the deployment of EV public charging stations under the PM E-DRIVE
(Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative Vehicle Enhancement) scheme.

 About

* The scheme was launched in 2024, and was initially active from October 1, 2024, to
March 31, 2026, with an extension announced up to March 2028 for certain components.

|t builds on previous schemes like FAME-I and FAME-II with a larger budget and
broader focus




* Objectives: To promote faster adoption of EVs across segments such as electric
two-wheelers (e-2Ws), three-wheelers (e-3Ws), ambulances, trucks, and buses.

* To incentivize advanced battery-powered EVs through demand subsidies.

* Major Components:
* Demand Incentives / Subsidies: Financial support for purchase of electric
2-wheelers & 3-wheelers, E-ambulances, E-trucks & e-buses
 Other emerging EV categories: Demand incentives are capped at 15% of
the ex-factory price or fixed limits, applicable only to vehicles priced below
specific thresholds.




Word of the day

Insouciance:

the cheerful feeling you have when nothing is
troubling you

SYyNnONymMS: carefreeness, lightheartedness

Usa g€ After | started a new job, I lost my sense
of insouciance.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
insouciancepro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /In'su:si.ans/
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