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IMD curtails its forecast
for southwest monsoon,
pushes onset date to June

Jasob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Fri-
day lowered its forecast for
the 2026 southwest mon-
soon o 90% of the Long
Period  Average  (LPA),
down from the 92% it had
projected in April, and ack-
nowledged that the mon-
soon was unlikely to reach
Kerala within the four-day
window of its predicted
date of May 26,

Mrutyunjay Mohapatra,
Director-General,  IMD,
said the monsoon would
now “likely arrive” in the
first week of June. The only
time the IMD erred in its
Kerala onset forecast from
20052025 was in 2015

“It  happens some-
times,” Mr. Mohapatra told
The Hindu on the onset fo-
recast going wrong. “But if
you look at it, the monsoon
system has been steadily
advancing. It is hardly
about 100 km away from
the Kerala coast. | have
sald seven days, but it can
cToss anytime.”

The ralnfall downgrade
entrenches India’s princ-
pal water source firmly in-
to “below-normal” territor
ry that the agency
indicated in April.

Spectre
Friday's warning, however,
has raised the spectre of a
drought. The IMD now
puts the probability of a
“deficlent™ monsoon (rain
under 90% of the LPA) at
60%. The agency does not
use the term “drougivt™ in
its lexicon, a nomenclature
used by the Agriculture Mi-
the four broad geo-
graphical regions, only the
Northeast is forecast to get
n:-i '.l

Pre-monsoon clouds approach the toast of Shangumugham amid a
dnizzie, n Thiruvananmhaporam, on Thatscay. MENAL HARNORAN

a “normal” monsoon; the
Northwest, Central India,
the Southern Peninsula
and the monsoon core
zone that feeds most of the
country's rainfed farm-
land are afl expected o fall
short. June alone is pegged
atunder 92% of its average.

D.S. Pai, who heads the
IMD's Reglonal Meteoro-
logical Centre in Chennai
and who co-authored the
statistical model the de-
partment uses to forecast
the Kerala onset, offered 4
finer-grained account.

The monsoon had
reached the Andaman Sea
on time, even slightly early,
and rain was still falling
there, he sald. “Only thing,
the wind has not
strengthened ”

Issuing a  deficiency
warning twice before the
rain has entered Kerala is
something the IMD has not
done since 2015, That year
offers an uncomfortable
rhyme: a mid-May onset
prediction of May 30 over-
shot to June 5, an April fo-
recast of 93% cut to 88% In
June, and a season that
closed at 86%.

With the 88% rain in
2014, it made the fourth
backto-back pair of defi-
cient years in 115 years,
both under a building El

W

Nifio. Whether 2026 will
follow suit depends on in-
tra-seasonal  wildcards
such as a positive Indian
Ocean Dipole (an irregular
change in seasurface tem-
perature that alters wind
and rain patterns  but
which s now absent), a fa-
vourable swing of the Mad-
den-Julian Oscillation (an
castward moving  cloud
and rainfall near the equa-
tor every 30-60 days) or a
timely low-pressure system
— all of which could Eft the

92% chance of El Nifio
The IMD reckons there is a
Q2% chance of El Nifio con-
ditions during the season -
the main reason for the ex-
pected shortfall.

“The problem is not just
the total reduction in rain-
fall, but the way the rainfall
is distributed,” G. V. Ra-
manjaneyulu, executive di-
rector, Centre for Sustaina-

support
Insufficient  rainfall wtll
prevent groundwater re-
dmge. That may affect ir-
rigated crops as well, in-
cluding rice and others.”
T



Topic

Organization

Announcement

LPA
Monsoon Onset

Rainfall Category
Deficient Monsoon

Drought Definition

Key Facts
India Meteorological Department
(IMD)

IMD lowered forecast for 2026
Southwest Monsoon from 92% of
LPA to 90% of LPA

Long Period Average (LPA) rainfall
=87 cm (1971-2020 average)

Earlier expected in Kerala by 26
May 2026

90% of LPA falls under Below
Normal Rainfall category

Rainfall below 90% of LPA

IMD generally uses "Deficient
Rainfall" rather than "Drought”

Exam Value / Static GK

Established in 1875,
Headquarters: New Delhi

Important current affairs fact

Benchmark used by IMD for
monsoon classification

Revised to First week of June 2026

Important UPSC/RAS fact
Agriculture Ministry terminology

Static concept



Most Affected Region

Northeast India

Main Cause

Probability of El Nifio

Last Similar Event

June Rainfall

Agriculture Impact

Northwest India, Central India,
Southern Peninsula, Monsoon
Core Zone

Only region expected to receive
near-normal rainfall

Possible El Nifno conditions

IMD estimates 92% chance during
season

2015 forecast error regarding
Kerala onset

Expected around 92% of average
rainfall

Lower groundwater recharge,
stress on rainfed farming

Major agricultural regions

Regional climate fact
Frequently asked in exams

Current affairs data

Historical reference

Important statistic

Economy + Geography linkage



Rainfall Category
Large Excess
Excess

Above Normal
Normal

Below Normal
Deficient

Large Deficient

Rainfall (% of LPA)
> 120%

110% — 120%
105% — 110%
96% — 104%

90% — 95%

80% — 89%

< 80%



Topic

Monsoon Season

Share in Annual Rainfall
First Arrival in India
Normal Onset Date
Complete Coverage of India
Withdrawal Starts
Complete Withdrawal
Main Branches
Monsoon Mechanism
Jet Stream Involved

Important Pressure System

Fact

June—September

About 75% of India's annual rainfall
Kerala Coast

1 June

Around 15 July

Rajasthan (September)
Mid-October

Arabian Sea Branch & Bay of Bengal Branch
Differential heating of land and sea
Tropical Easterly Jet

ITCZ (Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone)



Rainfall in India - Patterns
& Regions

NW.UPS gu 1.1l

Distribution of
Rainfall in India

Rainfall in Cms

Above 200 .
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60 - 100 3
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90% of Indian babies are
born in hospitals: NFHS-6

Survey records sharp rise in caesarean section, drop in stunting and severe wasting among young
children, improvements in services such as antenatal care and nutrition for pregnant women

NEW DELHI

ndia made significant

progress in maternal

and child health, with
improvements in vaccina-
tion and hospital births,
and a drop in stunting and
severe wasting among
young children, according
to the National Family
Health Survey-6, for which
field work was conducted
in 2023 and 2024.

The Health Ministry re-
leased data from the sur-
vey on Friday. It showed
that institutional deliveries
rose from 88.6% in the pre-
vious round of the NFHS
conducted between 2019
and 2021, to 90.6% this
time, while 95.6% of in-
fants under six months
were being breastfed dur-
ing the survey period.

The survey, which is the
first to be conducted after
the COVID-19 pandemic,
recorded improvements in
child health indicators.

Stunting among chil-
dren under five years de-
clined from 355% to
29.3%, severe wasting
dropped from 7.7% to
5.2%, and the percentage
of underweight children in
this age group slipped mar-
ginally from 32.1% to 31.8%.

Symptoms of acute respira-
tory infection among chil-

Progress tracker

India recorded improvements in maternal and

m NFHS-S (W)
» NFHS-6 (%)

child health indicators, with higher vaccination
coverage and lower malnutrition levels in NFHS-6

Institutonal deliveries
Full vaccination
112-23 months)

Antenal care
in first trimester
4+ Antenal core

wisits fron-folic acid

|

supploments (100+ oy ) ——

Health insurance coverage
Stunting (under 5)

Severe wasting (under 5)

Underweight (undar 5) _

Source: NHFS 0

25 w0 75

dren fell from 2.8% to 1.9%,
while the prevalence of
severe diarrhoea also
dropped to 0,5%.

The survey flagged the
increase in non-commun-
icable diseases, lifestyle-re-
lated risks, and the dual
burden of undernutrition
and increasing obesity
among adults as persistent
health challenges.

India’s total fertility rate
held steady at 2.0 in 2023-
24, just under the replace-
ment threshold of 2.1%,
while the contraceptive
prevalence rate rose from

66.7% to 69.1%.
The survey highlights
progress in  maternal

health services across the

country, with 959% of
pregnant women receiving
antenatal care, including
76.2% in the first trimester,
an increase from 70% in

the previous survey pe-
riod.

Mothers receiving at
least four antenatal care vi-
sits also increased from
58.5% to 65.2%. Maternal
nutrition indicators also
showed  improvement,
with mothers consuming
iron-folic acid supplements
for 100 days or more dur-
ing pregnancy rising from
441% to 54.9%, while
those consuming supple-
ments for 180 days or more
rose from 26% to 37.8%.

However, it found that

caesarean section deliver-
ies had increased sharply
from 21.5% to 27.2%, with
substantially higher rates
in several States and in
private healthcare facili-
ties. In urban areas, the
rate of caesarean sections
stood at 40%, far exceed-
ing the World Health Or-
ganization optimal thresh-
old of 10%-15%.

Conducted by the
Health Ministry along with
the International Institute
for Population Sciences,
the survey documented
progress towards universal
immunisation coverage.

Improved vaccination
Based on vaccination
cards, full vaccination cov-
erage among children aged
1223 months rose from
83.8% to 87.1%, with 95.6%
of children getting most of
their vaccinations through
public health facilities.
Among major vaccines, 1o
tavirus vaccination cover-
age rose substantially, from
36.4% to 85.4%. The cover-
age of the second dose of
measles-containing  vac-
cines also increased signifi-
cantly from 58.6% to 71.8%.

The survey found that
the use of hygienic meth-
ods of menstrual protec-
tion among women aged
15-24 years has increased
from 77.6% to 79.2%.



Topic

Institutional Deliveries

Babies Breastfed (<6
months)

Full Vaccination (12-23
months)

Antenatal Care (1st

Trimester)

At Least 4 ANC Visits

Health Insurance

Coverage

Stunting (Under-5)

Severe Wasting (Under-
5)

NFHS-5 (2019-21)

88.6%

63.7%

83.8%

70%

58.5%

~41%

35.5%

7.7%

NFHS-6 (2023-24)

90.6%

95.6%

871%

76.2%

65.2%

~60%

29.3%

5.2%

Exam Significance

Highest ever institutional birth

coverage

Major improvement in infant nutrition

Progress towards universal

immunization

Improved maternal healthcare

Better pregnancy monitoring

Expansion of health protection

schemes

Significant decline

Child nutrition improvement



Stunting (Under-5)

Severe Wasting (Under-
5)

Underweight (Under-5)

Acute Respiratory

Infection

Severe Diarrhoea

Total Fertility Rate (TFR)

Contraceptive Prevalence
Rate

35.5%

7.7%

32.1%

2.8%

0.8%

2.0

66.7%

29.3%

5.2%

31.8%

1.9%

0.5%

2.0

69.1%

Significant decline

Child nutrition improvement

Marginal improvement

Reduced disease burden

Better sanitation and healthcare

Stable below replacement level

Growing family planning acceptance



Indicator

Pregnant women receiving ANC

ANC during first trimester

Four or more ANC visits

Iron-Folic Acid supplements (100+ days)
Iron-Folic Acid supplements (180+ days)

Institutional births

NFHS-6 Value

95.9%

76.2%

65.2%

54.9%

37.8%

90.6%



Vaccination Coverage

Vaccine/Indicator NFHS-5
Full Immunization (12-23 months) 83.8%
Children vaccinated in public facilities 95.6%
Rotavirus Vaccine 36.4%
Measles-containing Vaccine (2nd Dose) 58.6%

Caesarean Section (C-Section)

Indicator

NFHS-5
NFHS-6
Urban Areas

WHO Recommended Range

Value

21.5%

27.2%

~40%

10-15%

NFHS-6

87.1%

95.6%

85.4%

71.8%



Child Malnutrition Indicators

Indicator

Stunting
Wasting

Underweight

Important Difference

Indicator

Stunting
Wasting

Underweight

Meaning

Low height-for-age

Low weight-for-height

Low weight-for-age

Represents

Chronic malnutrition

Acute malnutrition

Combined effect of both

NFHS-6

29.3%

5.2%

31.8%



Scheme

Objective

POSHAN Abhiyaan

Reduce malnutrition

Mission Indradhanush

Universal immunization

Janani Suraksha Yojana

Promote institutional deliveries

PM Matru Vandana Yojana

Maternal nutrition support

Ayushman Bharat

Health insurance coverage

Anaemia Mukt Bharat

Reduce anaemia among women and children
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RBI data shows why
govt. is concerned about

dollars flowing out

Indias Balance of Pavments stood at a deficit of $30.8 bn in 2025-26, indicating that total outflows

including trade and investments exceeded inflows six fold over the previous year

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he latest data from

the Reserve Bank

of India (RBD
shows why the govern-
ment and the central bank
are so concerned about
dollars flowing out of the
country: the total amount
of dollars flowing out of the
country exceeded inflows
by $30.8 billion in 202526,
a more than six-fold in-
crease over 2024-25. This
Balance of Payments (BoP)
had been a surplus as re-
cently as 202324,

The data in the RBI's an-
nual report for 2025-26, re-
leased on Friday shows
that the BoP deficit grew in
2025-26 because of a sharp
fall in net foreign Invest-
ments Into India, which
compounded a widening
trade deficit. The data for
2025-26 is up 0 December
31, Further, the deficit In
202526 was entirely paid
for using the RBI's foreign
exchange reserves, dent-
ing them significantly.

The overall Balance of
Payments is a combination
of the current account and
the capital account.

The current account
captures India's trade in
goods and services as well
as some cross-border fi-
nancial transactions.

The capital account lar-
gely deals with invest
ments, both direct and

Balance of Payments
The cutfiow of dollars has exceeded inflows by an incroasing amount

¥ Shilkon)

22123

200223

22324

00425 N2526

Sonrce: RE Arnunt Report 2025 26 « Note: Data for 200526 o provisonal,
Negative figures indicate a defiot and positive ones denate 3 surplus.

portfolio, external borrow-
ings, external assistance,
and asset transfers.

India generally runs a
current  account  deficit
(CAD) since It Imports
more than it exports, Over
the last five years, this CAD
has varied significantly,
but came in at a three-year
high of $30.2 billlon 2025-
26, India’s overall mer-
chandise trade deficit - the
amount that imports ex-
ceeded exports - stood
$251.6 billion in 202526,
down from $286.9 billion
in the previous vear.

On the other hand, the
surplus on India's ‘invisi-
bles’ trade, which includes
the services trade, fell o
$221.4 billion in 202526
from $263.9 in 2024-25,

In other words, the ser-
vices surplus shrank more
than the merchandise defi-

cit did, meaning that the
overall current account
saw Its deficit widen,

Capital concerns

In 2023-24, when India had
a BoP surplus, this was be-
cause the surplus on the
capital account was so big,
it dwarfed the CAD. That is,
the CAD was §26.1 billion
in 2023-24, but the capital
account surplus was $89.4
billlon. As a result, the BoP
surplus was $63.7 billion.

This scenario did not
play out in 2025-26. The
capital account surplus
that year shrank to $72 mil-
lion, down more than
99.5% over the $16.6 billion
seen in 2024-25.

The big reasons for thi
seems to have been In-
dians parking their funds
abroad and payments re-
lated to trade, even though

the financial year 2025-26
included just one month of
the ongoing crisis in West
Asia. The ‘other capital'
heading, which includes
delayed export receipts,
advance payments for im-
ports, and net funds held
abroad, stood at a deficit of
$22.6 billion in 2025-26, up
from a deficit of $7.4 billion
in the previous year.

The ather factor driving
the capital account deficit
was the outflow of foreign
portfolio investments. Ac-
cording to the data, foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs)
pulled out $4.3 biilion
more in 2025-26 than they
put in, This reversed the
trend of the previous two
years where FPI inflows ex-
ceeded outflows.

All of this data provides
the backdrop for Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi's ex-
hortation  earlier  this
month for Indians to re-
duce their fuel consump-
ton and gold purchases.
India imports nearly 90%
of its oil requirement, and
does not produce any gold
of its own, although its
gold demand is very big.

As a result, a large part
of the dolkar outflows go in
paying for oil and gold im-
ports. The government
earlier this month also
hiked the import duty on
gold and silver to 15% from
the previous 6%, and also
restricted the import of
most kinds of silver.
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Indicator

Balance of Payments (BoP)

Current Account Deficit
(CAD)

Merchandise Trade Deficit

Services Trade Surplus

Capital Account Surplus

FPI Flows

Other Capital

RBI Forex Reserves Used

*2025-26 data provisional (up to December 2025)

2024-25

Surplus

Lower

$286.9 bn

$263.9 bn

$89.4 bn

Net Inflows

Deficit $7.4 bn

Limited

2025-26*

Deficit $30.8 billion

$30.2 billion

$251.6 bn

$221.4 bn

$72 bn

Net Outflow $4.3 bn

Surplus $22.6 bn

Significant use

Exam Significance

Major economic concern

Import pressure increased

Improved but still large

Reduced forex earnings

Lower foreign investment

inflows

Foreign investors withdrew

funds

Export delays, overseas

deposits

To finance BoP deficit



What is Balance of Payments (BoP)?

Component Meaning

Current Account Trade in goods & services, remittances, income
Capital Account FDI, FPI, loans, investments

Overall BoP Current Account + Capital Account + Errors/Omissions
Surplus Dollar inflows > Outflows

Deficit Dollar outflows > Inflows

Formula

BoP = Current Account + Capital Account



RBI BoP Trend

Year BoP Position ($ Billion)
2021-22 +47.5

2022-23 +9.1

2023-24 +63.7

2024-25 -5.0

2025-26 -30.8

Exam Observation

« Sharp deterioration from a surplus of $63.7 bn in 2023-24 to a deficit of $30.8 bn in 2025-26.
e Indicates rising pressure on external sector.



Why Did BoP Turn Negative?

Reason

Lower Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI)
Capital Account Surplus Declined
Services Trade Surplus Reduced
Indians Investing Abroad

Import Payments

West Asia Crisis

Current Account Deficit (CAD)

Feature

Meaning
India's CAD 2025-26
Main Cause

Impact

Impact

Fewer dollar inflows

Less foreign capital available

Lower earnings from IT/services exports

More dollar outflow

Increased foreign exchange demand

Export delays and trade disruptions

Details

Imports exceed exports

$30.2 billion

Merchandise trade deficit

Pressure on rupee and forex reserves



Important Concept

CAD = Imports — Exports

FDI vs FPI

Feature FDI FPI

Full Form Foreign Direct Investment Foreign Portfolio Investment
Nature Long-term Short-term

Control Ownership stake Financial investment
Stability Stable Volatile

Example Toyota factory in India Buying Indian shares
Exam Fact

e FPlis often called "Hot Money" because it can leave quickly.
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Israel and Russia added to UN blacklist
for sexual violence in conflict zones

Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS

An annual United Nations
report documenting sexual
violence in conflicts world-
wide has included Israeli
forces for the first time
since the review began
more than 15 years ago for
their treatment of Palesti-
nian detainees. Israel de-
nies the accusations.

The 35-page report —
shared by the Israeli mis-
sion to the UN late Thurs-
day ahead of its expected
release on Friday — black-
lists 77 government and
non-government parties in
a dozen countries suspect-
ed of committing or being
responsible for sexual vio-
lence in conflicts around
the world. It says the num-

CM
K

e, 'S e

Palestinian demonstrators hold pictures of prisoners held in Israeli
jails during a rally in Ramallah in the occupied West Bank. AFp

ber of cases rose sharply in
2025 from 2024.

Russian armed and se-
curity forces were also
blacklisted for the first
time this year for sexual
violence against prisoners
of war and civilians de-
tained during the war in

Ukraine. The list for 2025
includes Israel’s armed
and security forces as well
as Hamas militants, who
were previously blacklisted
after their attack in Israel
on October 7, 2023, which
sparked the war in Gaza.
Both Israel and Russia

were warned in last year’s
report by UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
that they could be put on
the list.

The ambassadors of
both countries expressed
outrage at their inclusion
and lashed out at Mr.
Guterres.

The report said in 2025
the United Nations was
able to document “pat-
terns of sexual violence”
against Palestinians de-
tained in Israel and the oc-
cupied Palestinian territo-
ries, and verified multiple
incidents of conflict-relat-
ed sexual violence, includ-
ing as a form of torture, in-
flicted on 14 men, seven
women, nine boys and one
girl from Gaza and the
West Bank.




Topic
Report

Edition
Released By

UN Secretary-General

New Additions to Blacklist

Reason for Inclusion

Israel Allegations

Russia Allegations

Hamas Status

Total Entities Blacklisted

Areas Covered

Details

UN Annual Report on Conflict-
Related Sexual Violence

35th Report
United Nations
Anténio Guterres
Israel and Russia

Alleged sexual violence in conflict
situations

Treatment of Palestinian
detainees

Violence against prisoners of war
and civilians during Ukraine
conflict

Already blacklisted earlier

77 government and non-
government actors

Gaza, West Bank, Ukraine and
other conflict zones

Exam Relevance
International Relations

Current Affairs 2025
Important organization
Current affairs fact

First-time inclusion

Human rights issue

Israel denies allegations

First-time listing

Since Oct 2023 conflict

Across multiple countries

Geography + IR



UN Blacklist Mechanism

Feature Details

Maintained By UN Secretary-General

Purpose Identify parties responsible for grave violations
Coverage State forces and non-state armed groups
Consequence International scrutiny and pressure

Legal Impact Not a direct sanction but influences global action

UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (Women, Peace and Security)

Particular Details

Adopted 2000

Adopted By United Nations Security Council

Focus Women in conflict prevention and peacebuilding

Importance Landmark resolution on gender and security



Organ Headquarters

General Assembly New York
Security Council New York
Economic and Social Council New York
(ECOSOC)

International Court of Justice The Hague
Secretariat New York

Trusteeship Council New York



Report

Human Development Report

World Happiness Report

Global Gender Gap Report
State of Food Security Report

Conflict-Related Sexual Violence
Report

Released By

United Nations Development
Programme

United Nations Sustainable
Development Solutions Network

World Economic Forum

Food and Agriculture Organization

United Nations



| Anthropic tops OpenAl to become world’s most valuable Al startup

MIKE ISAAC & CADE METZ
San Francisco, May 29

ANTHROPIC, ONCE THE
lesser-known artificial intelli-
gence (Al) competitor to Ope-
nAl, has been on an inexorable
rise over the past few months.
The San Francisco company
recentlyduelled with the Penta-
gonovertheuseof Alinwarfare,
It released a powerful Al model,
Mythos, that it said was uncan-
nily capable of finding and
exploiting hidden flaws in soft-
ware. On Thursday, Anthropic
punctuated its ascent by offi-
cially passing OpenAl as the
world’s highest-flying Al start-

up.Anthropic said it had raised
$65 billion in financing that
values it at $900 billion before
the inclusion of the new capital,
adeal that puts itahead of Ope-
nAl’s last valuation of $§730 bil-
lion.The companyalso unveiled
anewflagship Al model,Claude
Opus 4.8, which is significantly
better than its predecessor at
generating computer code.
The new investment, which
was led by investors including
Greenoaks Capital, Sequoia Cap-
ital, Altimeter Capitaland Drag-
oneer Investment Group,
boosted Anthropic’s value to
nearly two and a half times its
previous valuation of $380 bil-

BATTLE FOR Al DOMINANCE

® Anthropic raised

$65 bn

in new fundraising
putting its value at

$900 bn,

ahead of OpenAl's last
valuation of $730 bn

lion about three months ago.
The funding underlined the

company’ssuccessindeveloping

Altechnologythat excelsinwrit-

the firm's
success in

mThe funding
underlined

developing Al
tech that excels
in writing
software code

® Anthropic
unveiled
Claude Opus
4.8, whichis

better than

its predecessor

at generating

computer code

OpenAl

m Facing pressure from Anthropic,
OpenAl has trimmed side projects
to prioritising work on Codex

ing software code, which has
turned into a robust business.
Since Anthropic improved its Al
coding technologyin November,

hundreds of businesses have
signed upto pay forthe software.
The company said its “revenue
run rate,"which is its expected

revenue for the year based on its
current performance, crossed
$47 billion this month.

“This funding will help us
serve the historic demand we
are experiencing, stay at the
research frontier and bring
Claude to more of the places
where work happens,” said
Krishna Rao, Anthropic’s chief
financial officer.

Anthropic’s rise only adds to
its contest with OpenAland Elon
Musk’s SpaceX as the private
companies race to go public,

Last week, SpaceX revealed
its public offering prospectus
and is expected to reach the
stock market as soon as next

month.OpenAlalsoplanstofile
confidentially foran initial pub-
licoffering in the coming weeks,
Anthropicinsidershavesaid the
company was also considering
an [PO. that could come as soon
as this year, though the com-
pany has declined to comment.

The battle is far from over.
Facing pressure from Anthropic,
OpenAl has trimmed side pro-
jects in favour of prioritising
workonitsown coding software,
called Codex. SpaceX recently
entered an agreement to buy
Cursor, a software coding inter-
face popular with developers,
and hasagreed tosell some com-

puting power to Anthropic.NYT




Topic

Company
Headquarters
Valuation (2026)
New Funding Raised
Previous Valuation
Main Competitor
OpenAl Last Valuation
Flagship Al Model
Founder

Founded

English
Anthropic

San Francisco, USA
USS 900 Billion
USS 65 Billion
USS 380 Billion
OpenAl

USS 730 Billion
Claude Opus 4.8
Dario Amodei
2021

e
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Battle for Al Dominance

Company

Anthropic

OpenAl

xAl

Google DeepMind

Meta Al

Valuation

US$ 900 Billion

US$ 730 Billion

Growing rapidly

Part of Alphabet

Part of Meta

Why Anthropic Grew Rapidly?

Factor

Claude Opus 4.8

Enterprise Adoption

Al Coding Market

Investor Confidence

Al Safety Focus

English

Strong coding and reasoning capabilities

Increasing use by businesses

Strong performance in software
development

Large funding from global investors

Known for responsible Al development

Key Product

Claude
ChatGPT
Grok
Gemini

Llama

f&dt
3~1d BIfen ¢d b &mar
AR GRT d@dl 39T
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afedes fAderesY &1 faar
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Major Investors in Anthropic

Investor

Google

Amazon

Sequoia Capital

Altimeter Capital

Dragoneer Investment Group

Static GK: Artificial Intelligence

Topic

Father of Al

Al Term Coined

Generative Al

Machine Learning

Deep Learning

Large Language Model (LLM)

English

John McCarthy

1956 Dartmouth Conference

Al that creates text, images, code,
audio

Subset of Al

Neural network-based learning

Al trained on huge text datasets

Type

Strategic Investor
Strategic Investor
Venture Capital
Investment Firm

Investment Firm

f&dt
314 Aapref
1956 BIEHTIY FHEA

eae, fa=, &g 9 3iifsa 991 aret Al

Al &1 UG
T Aead nenfia femy

faeme 2e1 ur wfeifara v "ise



Al and India

Topic

India's Al Performance Rank (2026)
India's Digital Economy Rank

Al Talent Pool

IndiaAl Mission Budget

Nodal Ministry

Important Economic Terms

Term

Valuation

Startup

Unicorn

Decacorn

IPO

Venture Capital

Fact

4th Globally

5th Globally

2nd Largest in World

210,372 Crore

Ministry of Electronics & IT (MeitY)

Meaning

Estimated market value of a company

Newly established growth-oriented company

Startup valued above US$1 Billion

Startup valued above US$10 Billion

Initial Public Offering

Investment in high-growth startups



Indicator

Al Performance

Digital Economy

Al Talent Pool
Al Skill Penetration
(LinkedIn)

Al Talent Growth (2019-
25)

Rank

4th

5th

2nd

1st

2nd

Key Fact

Ahead of Germany,
France, Japan, UK,
Canada

Improved from 8th rank
In one year

Second only to USA
Highest Al skill
penetration globally

Second-highest growth
globally



World's Most Valuable Companies (Approx.)

Rank Company Country
1 Microsoft USA

2 NVIDIA USA
3 Apple USA

4 Amazon USA

5 Alphabet (Google) USA



* Consider the following statements:

* Anthropic became the world's most
valuable Al startup in 2026.

» Anthropic's valuation reached US$900
billion after a major funding round.

* Claude is the flagship Al model developed
by Anthropic.

* Anthropic was founded before OpenAl.

* Which of the statements given above are
correct?

* A.1,2and 3 only
B. 2 and 4 only

C. 1,3 and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4






Topic

What is 112?

Objective

Nodal Ministry

Supreme Court Direction

Platform Used

Access Modes

Key Feature

Example State Initiative

English

112 is India's single national emergency number under
ERSS 2.0.

Integrates police, fire, ambulance, disaster response
and other emergency services through one platform.

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

On 28 May 2026, Supreme Court directed all
States/UTs to integrate emergency helplines into 112
within 3 months.

Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) 2.0.

Call, Mobile App, SMS, Web Portal, Panic Button.

Automatic caller location tracking for faster
emergency response.

Kerala upgraded 112 services in August 2025 with
chatbot, WhatsApp and tracking features.

f&dt ®)
112 HRd &1 Teblghd AT ATUTABTAT A6 &, 5i ERSS 2.0 &
3iarfd BrRf war 8

gferd, 3fFemd, Trgad, TSl Y&6EE Td 31T ATUTddb Tt
Jar3f B Tb Ha W Sigdr &1

& HATHT (MHA) |

28 73 2026 ! Jafcd =TT 1 It I /dbgenfad weei &!
3 HIg & IR ATUTABTe eddrgd 112 B Gdblgd BRA Bl
fader faam

AT fRaui~g Julé fdweH (ERSS) 2.0
P, Hided B9, SMS, a9 Uiéd dar fFw geq|
Rd TERIAT 8q BIoiR I cilbel Idd: g b Jfaem

P 7 3R 2025 A dedie, EedTy T g gfaensi afga
112 a1 &' 314 )



Existing Helplines Being Integrated into 112

Helpline

100

101

102

108

1033

1091

Service

Police

Fire Service

Ambulance

Emergency Medical Service

National Highway Emergency

Women Helpline

e Jdn

MYTdbTaA fafdecar ar
ASE ISTHNTT 3TYTd AT

AfgdT geuairgd



* Consider the following statements
regarding the 112 Emergency
Response System:

* It operates under the Emergency
Response Support System (ERSS) 2.0.

* The Ministry of Home Affairs is the
nodal ministry for its implementation.

* [t integrates emergency services
such as police, fire and ambulance
under a single number.

e |Itis linked to Article 32 of the
Constitution.

* Which of the statements given
above are correct?

* A.1,2and 3 only
B. 2 and 4 only
C.1and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4




India's Total Fertility Rate
(TFR) Falls Below
Replacement Level (2024)



Topic
Report Source

India's TFR
Replacement Level
Fertility

Status

Meaning

Reference Year

English

Sample Registration
System (SRS) 2024

1.9 children per woman

2.1 children per woman

India has fallen below
replacement level fertility

Population may eventually
stabilize and then decline if
trend continues

2024

e

T B aW (SRS)
2024

e TBIREN 1.9 0%

e TPIRE 2.1 0%

Tkl FHckES DY 5T SF cff
B %ES U

PE AU sHFY Ik YOk &
BRIT e S G ST VBB T
ce ¢S oo U

2024



Bihar

Uttar Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Rajasthan
Chhattisgarh
Jharkhand

Delhi

Kerala

Tamil Nadu

West Bengal

2.9

Above 2.1

Above 2.1

Above 2.1

Above 2.1

Above 2.1

1.2

1.3

1.3

1.3

Exam Fact

Highest in India

Above replacement level
Above replacement level
Above replacement level
Above replacement level
Above replacement level
Lowest in India

Among lowest

Among lowest

Among lowest



Rural vs Urban India

Category TFR

Rural India 2.1

Urban India 1.5

Key Observation

English et

Urbanization is strongly associated with lower fertility IEAPBIUT BT JEE BH YaTa9 2 A &1

rates.

Higher education and female workforce participation 3 feier vd Afgdr BRMTIERT WaTa4 &2 & &H &dl 2|

reduce fertility rates.



Indicator

Working-age
Population

Working-age Group

Elderly Population

Elderly Population (10
years ago)

Highest Elderly Share

Data (2024)
66.4%

15-59 years
9.7%

3.6%

Kerala (15%)

e

SAFEET W T ST
66.4%

15-59 313
9.7% FE =S

3.6%

SSERT (15%)

SA



Sample Registration System (SRS)

Feature Details

Established 1969-70

Nodal Agency Office of Registrar General of India
Purpose Birth, Death & Fertility Statistics

Ministry Ministry of Home Affairs

Importance India's largest demographic survey system

National Family Health Survey (NFHS)

Survey Period TFR
NFHS-4 2015-16 2.2
NFHS-5 2019-21 2.0

SRS 2024 2024 1.9



International Comparison (Approx.)

Country TFR
South Korea ~0.8
Japan ~1.2
China ~1.0
India 1.9

USA ~1.6
France ~1.8
Replacement Level 21

Implications for India

Positive Negative

Lower pressure on resources Future labour shortages
Better maternal health Population ageing
Better education outcomes Higher pension burden

Improved per-capita income potential Rising dependency ratio



Consider the following statements regarding India's Total Fertility Rate (TFR):

1. India's TFR in 2024 was reported as 1.9.

2. Replacement-level fertility is considered to be 2.1 children per woman.
3. Bihar recorded the highest TFR among Indian states in 2024.

4. Delhirecorded a TFR above the replacement level.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2 and 3 only
B.1and 4 only
C.2,3and 4 only
D.1,2, 3and 4



Sikkim Becomes India's
Fifth Fully Literate State
(2026)



Topic
State

Declaration Date

Achievement

Literacy Rate Achieved

Benchmark for Full Literacy

Programme

Ministry
Chief Minister
Venue of Declaration

President Present

English
Sikkim
27 May 2026

Became India's 5th Fully Literate
State

99.82%
95%

ULLAS — Nav Bharat Saaksharta
Karyakram

Ministry of Education
Prem Singh Tamang (Golay)
Sikkim University, Gangtok

Droupadi Murmu

e
B
27 ¥E 2026

SER 59 53T ookl T 0%

99.82%

95%

"0 — 53 Sk goicEled SASE
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What is ULLAS?

Topic English fgdt

Full Form Understanding of Lifelong Learning for All in Turst § vt & A arsftas feign &) aagr
Society

Launch Year 2022 2022

Duration 2022-2027 2022-2027

Target Group Adults aged 15 years and above 15 g9 vd 35 e 7Y P 995

Objective Adult literacy and lifelong learning qUTD H1GRAT Td sita+ foranm

Nodal Ministry Ministry of Education feren watea

ULLAS Components

Component English feat

Foundational Literacy Reading, Writing, Numeracy e, ferza=r, o

Critical Life Skills Financial & Digital Literacy favita vd fafsiee angrar

Vocational Skills Employment-oriented learning ARt Bl

Basic Education Equivalency programmes guwe foran srfee

Continuing Education Lifelong learning opportunities st foren & sawr



State/UT

Mizoram

Goa

Tripura

Himachal Pradesh
Sikkim

UT Category Ladakh

oo B~ W N -




Topic

Capital
Statehood Day
India's 22nd State
Governor

Chief Minister
Highest Peak
State Animal
State Bird

State Flower

Official Languages

Fact

Gangtok

16 May 1975

Sikkim

Om Prakash Mathur
Prem Singh Tamang
Kanchenjunga (8,586 m)
Red Panda

Blood Pheasant

Noble Orchid

Nepali, English, Lepcha, Bhutia and others




Topic English e

Person aged 7+ who can
Census Literacy Definition read and write with
understanding

7+ IAF ST BB o g
& gdo pHIRIE ¢59

Highest Literacy State

9 94%
(Census 2011) Kerala (94%) SSERT (94 %)
Lowest Literacy State (Census .
2011) Bihar ¢:|\V=3]
National Literacy Rate (2011 24.04% 24.04%
Census)
Article 21A — Right to RBE 21A-Kod 3T

Constitutional Provision . a
Education AR ST



Article

Article 21A
Article 45

Article 46

86th Constitutional
Amendment (2002)

Provision

Rig

Ear

Nt to EC

ucation

y child

education

nood care and

Promotion of educational
interests of weaker sections

Made education a
Fundamental Right


















UMANG 360

CURRENT AFFAIRS MAGAZINE

& UMANG 360 MAGAZINE — COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS IN ONE PLACE
& COVERS MARCH 2026 TO APRIL 2027 MONTH-WISE

& INCLUDES MCQS, GOVERNMENT SCHEMES & KEY UPDATES

& EASY, CONCISE & PERFECT FOR QUICK REVISION

& SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR UPSC, SSC, STATE PCS & ALL
COMPETITIVE EXAMS

& AVAILABLE IN E- PDF ( DOWNLOADABLE & PRINTABLE)
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Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir

Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir covers national & international events, key facts, MCQs, and
analysis. Ideal for SSC, UPSC, RRB & other exams preparation.

LIVE @ Class24: Team (O Umang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 by Bhunesh Sir % % % & (48)

: [ e
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TESTS mang 360 Current Affairs Magazine 2026-27 is made very simple and easy to understand in a user-friendly and simple format for
ompetitive exam aspirants. It includes all the important current affairs between the period of March 2026 and April 2027; Current
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LT/ ffairs Magazine covers all national and international events, schemes of the government, important updates, as well as exam-
elated MCQs. The information is articulated in a clear and tight manner, making it straightforward and quick to revamp. The
- agazine saves you time and boosts preparation by bringing everything together and helping you prepare effectively. Umang 360 is

a good choice to help you succeed in the exams, should you need a reliable and effective source of current affairs. It is available in
e-PDF format for easy access anytime, anywhere,
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