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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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* Preface s,

* STATE OF THE ECONOMY: GETTING BACK INTO THE FAST LANE

* MONETARY AND FINANCIAL SECTOR DEVELOPMENTS: THE CART AND THE HORSE-*},

* EXTERNAL SECTOR: GETTING FDI RIGHTL }.D

* PRICES AND INFLATION: UNDERSTANDING THE DYNAMICS@“,

* MEDIUM TERM OUTLOOK: DEREGULATION DRIVES GROWTH .

* INVESTMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE: KEEPING IT GOING —)b
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Aspect / EUIH

What is Economic Survey?

Presented By
Presented To
When Presented?

Since When?
Nature

Frequency

Covers Period

Structure
Legal Status

Data Sources

English

An annual document that reviews the state of
the Indian economy and gives policy analysis &
outlook.

Chief Economic Adviser (CEA), Department of
Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance.

Laid before Parliament.

One day before Union Budget every year (Jan—
Feb).

First published in 1950-51.

Non-binding advisory document (not a law).
Annual

Review of previous year + outlook for coming
year.

Vol-1 (Analytical/Thematic) + Vol-Il (Statistical).

Not mentioned in Constitution.

RBI, NSO, MoSPI, Ministries, World Bank, IMF
etc.
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SFEREAT 2 BT 56 FPBE SORoH Ehl
F D SHBE WE T BPUT SHIBEL UHT U

W SHDE g IS (CEA) KEH SB1T TEERIT

el T e &3 T TUH

1950-51 &
EUAEES Shaslr, SR SUR
SRS

~Z

FL B IF ST §0cA + PHIT 59 GHFK
FP-1 GEBEIITS ) + F-2 (G5 &)
TEERTS WS SUR

RBI, NSO, MoSPI, TEGRIET, 36IC 0F S4C



Reason

English

e

Policy Direction

Explains govt’s economic thinking
& reforms.

GUST 55 SHDE TR A
@RIY O'edled TH

Budget Base

Acts as intellectual base for
Budget.

07§ 3% Seo

Data Source

Authentic data for GDP, inflation,
jobs.

GDP, TOWSE, Tk USKT 55
G, $ 33 B

UPSC Usage

Used heavily in GS-llI, Essay,
Interview.

GS-II1, 3B ER, goeskdkl X85
&ETIEH

State Exams

Used in RAS/PSC economy
questions.

OF FORRT e E T




ul What does Economic Survey contain?

Area

Growth

Inflation

Employment

External Sector

Social Sector

Reforms

Examples

GDP growth, sectoral growth

CPI, WPI analysis

Jobs, labour trends

Trade, forex, BoP

Health, education, poverty

Banking, agriculture, digital, climate



! Difficult / Technical Terms Used in Economic Survey (Exam-Favourite)

Term

Real GDP

Nominal GDP

Fiscal Deficit

Primary Deficit

Twin Balance Sheet Problem

Crowding In

Capital Formation

Multiplier Effect

Potential Growth

Supply-Side Reform

Inclusive Growth

Green Growth

Simple English Meaning

GDP adjusted for inflation

GDP at current prices

Govt expenditure — revenue

Fiscal deficit — interest

Stress in banks + corporates

Public investment boosts private

Creation of assets

One rupee creates many rupees

Max sustainable growth

Improving production capacity

Growth for all sections

Growth with environment
protection

e fat el
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Term

Meaning (Short)

Crowding-in

Public investment boosts private investment

Capex Multiplier

One rupee capex creates multiple GDP

Fiscal Consolidation

Reducing deficit sustainably

Potential Growth

Max non-inflationary growth

Twin Balance Sheet

Bank + corporate stress

Real vs Nominal GDP

Inflation adjusted vs current prices

DPI

Digital rails for governance




Indicator

Data / Observation

Exam Angle

Real GDP Growth (FY26)

~6.5-7% (India among fastest
growing major economies)

Growth trend

Nominal GDP Growth

~10-11%

Revenue buoyancy

Per Capita Income

Continued rise (X2 lakh+ trajectory)

Living standards

India Global Position

3rd largest economy by PPP, 5th by
nominal GDP

Ranking

Inflation (CPI)

Within RBI tolerance band (2—-6%)

Monetary policy

Growth Driver

Consumption + Public Capex

Demand-side




& Sector-Wise Performance

Sector

Agriculture

Industry

Services

Construction

MSMEs

Key Findings

Stable growth; focus on productivity, allied sectors

Manufacturing recovery; PLI impact visible

Major growth engine (IT, finance, tourism)

Boosted by infra spending

Credit flow improved via digital platforms

& Investment, Capex & Infrastructure

Area

Public Capex

Private Investment

Infrastructure

Crowding-In Effect

Key Data /| Theme

Sustained high capex (~3.4% of GDP)

Signs of revival

Roads, railways, logistics push

Public investment catalysing private

Exam Use

GS-lIl

Industrial policy

Structural change

Employment

Inclusive growth

Exam Relevance

Crowding-in

Growth sustainability

Multiplier effect

Conceptual MCQ



1) Growth, Demand, Investment, Inflation (Key Macro Numbers)

Indicator

FY26 Real GDP growth (First Advance
Estimates)

FY26 GVA growth

India's potential growth (medium term)

FY27 real GDP growth projection
(range)

PFCE growth (FY26)

PFCE share in GDP (FY26)

GFCF growth (FY26)

GFCF share in GDP (FY26)

Services GVA growth (FY26 est.)

Headline inflation (Apr-Dec 2025 avg)

CPI basket weight (food+fuel)

Latest figure (Survey/Highlights)

7.4%  Press Information

7.3%  Press information

~7%  Press Information..

6-8%-7.2% Press Information.

7.0%  Press infarmation..

61.5% (highest since 2012; FY23 also
61.5%) Press Information..,

7.8%  Press Information

30% Press Information

9.1% (H1 FY26: 9.3%)

Press Information

1.7% (lowest since CPI series began)

Press Information..

52.7% Pross Information

Exam use

Growth trend, business cycle

Output-side questions

Potential vs actual growth

Forward-looking projection

Consumption-led growth

Structure of GDP

Investment, capex cycle

Investment rate

Sectoral composition

CPI, disinflation

Why food/fuel drive CPI



2) Fiscal + Banking/Finance (High-yield data)

Indicator

Centre revenue receipts

Non-corporate tax collections

Income-tax returns filed

Gross GST collection (Apr-Dec

2025)

E-way bill volumes (Apr-Dec
2025)

Effective Central capex

States’ capex (via SASCI

incentive)

States’' combined fiscal deficit

General govt debt-to-GDP

GNPAs (banking)

Latest figure (Survey/Highlights)

9.2% of GDP (FY25’ PA) Press Information.

~2.4% of GDP (pre-pandemic) = ~3.3%
(pOSt—pandemic) Press Information..

6.9 crore (FY22) = 9.2 crore (FY25)

Pross Information..

217.4 lakh crore, +6.7% YoY

Press Information

+21% YoY Press information.

Avg 2.7% of GDP (pre-pandemic) - ~3.9%
(post) - 4% (FYZS) Press information..

“’2.4% Of GDP (FY25) Press Information

~3.2% Of GDP (szs) Pross Information

~7.1 percentage points reduction since
2020 Press Information..

2.2% (Sep 2025) Press Information

Exam use

Fiscal capacity

Direct tax buoyancy

Tax base expansion

Indirect tax trend

Activity proxy

Capex-led growth

Centre-State finances

Subnational stress

Debt dynamics

Banking health



3) External Sector (Exports, CAD, Reserves, FDI, Remittances)

Indicator

Total exports (FY25)

Services exports (FY25)

Non-petroleum exports (FY25)

Current Account Deficit (Q2 FY26)

Remittances (FY25)

Forex reserves (as of 16 Jan 2026)

Import cover

Reserves coverage of external debt

Gross FDI inflows (Apr—Nov 2025)

Greenfield investment rank (2024)

$825.3 bn, +6.1% YoY

$387.6 bn, +13.6%

$374.3 bn

~1.3% of GDP

$135.4 bn

$701.4 bn

~11 months

>94%

$64.7 bn

4th globally; 1000+ projects

Latest figure (Survey/Highlights)

Press Information...

Press Information...

Press Information...

Press Information...

Press Information...

Press Information...

Press Information...

Press Information...

Press Information...

Press Information...

Exam use

BoP, trade

India as services hub

Export composition

CAD sustainability

Transfers, CAD cushion

External buffer

Reserve adequacy

External vulnerability

Capital flows

Investment climate



4) Education & Human Capital (commonly asked in UPSC/State PSC)

Indicator

GER (Primary)

GER (Upper Primary)

GER (Secondary: IX-X)

GER (Higher Secondary: XI-XII)

Secondary age-specific NER

Rural schools providing secondary
education

Urban schools providing secondary
education

Academic Bank of Credit

IT/IIM/AIIMS count + intl IT campuses

Latest figure (Survey/PIB/Chapter)

90.9 Press Information...

90.3 Press Information...

78.7 Press Information...

584 Press Information...

52.2% India Budget

17.1% India Budget

38.1% India Budget

2660 institutions; 4.6 crore IDs

Press Information...

23 1ITs, 21 1IMs, 20 AIIMS; IIT Zanzibar
& Abu Dhabi Press Information...

Exam use

Schooling indicators

Dropout/retention

Rural-urban disparity

Rural-urban disparity

NEP tools

Institutions, soft power



5) Industry/infra/PLI (quick factual set)

Indicator

PLI (14 sectors) actual

investment

PLI incremental production/sales

PLI jobs

India Semiconductor Mission

projects

High-speed corridors

Railway added (FY26)

Airports count

Latest figure (Survey/Highlights)

2.0 lakh crore+ (as of Sep 2025)

Press Information...

?18.7 |akh crore+ Press Information...

12.6 lakh+ Press Information...

10 projects; ~%1.60 lakh crore investment

Press Information...

550 km (FY14) - 5,364 km (FY26 up to
Dec 2025)  Press Information...

~3,500 km  Press Information...

74 (2014) - 164 (2025) Press Information...

Exam use

Industrial policy

Outcomes

Employment linkage

Strategic manufacturing

Infra growth

Transport infra

Connectivity



Survey predicts upbeat India, troubled world

The Economic Survey 2025-26 that was tabled in
Parliament puts FY27 growth range at 6.8%-7.2%

NEW DELHI

he Economic Sur-

vey 202526 on

Thursday painted a
relatively rosy picture of
India’s domestic growth
outlook, raising the coun-
try's medium-term fore-
cast to 7% from the earlier
estimate of 6.5%.

However, it simultane-
ously outlined a relatively
grim outlook for the global
economy, estimating a
10%-20% chance of a crisis
worse than the global fi-
nancial crisis of 2008 un-
folding in 2026.

Even its best-case scena-
rio is a continuation of con-
ditions as they were in
2025, but “increasingly
less secure and more
fragile”.

The Survey, authored by
Chief Economic Adviser V.
Anantha Nageswaran and
tabled in Parliament by
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, went
on to say that each of its
three probabilistic scena-
rios for the globe could
pose risks to India.

Growth upgrade

For India, the key drivers
of a higher medium-term
growth outlook are the
growth of capital, im-
proved labour participa-
tion, and greater efficiency

For FY26, it raises the medium-term domestic

Risk analysis

The Economic Survey outlined three scenarios for the
world economy that could unfold in 2026

Spelling out strategy: Chief Economic Adviser
V. Anantha Nageswaran addressing the media in New
Delhi on Thursday, SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

stabilise market
expectations

ountenmeasures

fallout could be

* Supply chains worse than the
u High leveds of policy are realigned under 2008 global
uncertainty will persist | political pressure financial crisis

in the deployment of these
two factors of production.

For the current financial
year 2025-26, the Survey
highlighted the govern-
ment’s estimate of 7.4%
growth, adding that its
‘nowcast’ estimate for
growth in Q3 (October-De-
cember 2025) stood at 7%.
For 2026-27, the Survey es-
timates a growth rate range
of 6.8%7.2%.

The Survey noted that,
in the 202223 edition, it
had estimated India’s me-
dium-term growth to be
6.5%, which could rise to
7%-8% only if sustained re-
forms were conducted.

“Over the past three
years, reform momentum
has strengthened across
several areas relevant for
medium-term growth,” it
said. “Manufacturing-
oriented initiatives, such as
the production-linked in-
centive schemes, FDI liber-
alisation, and logistics re-
forms, have supported
capacity creation.”

These measures, it ad-
ded, were further bol-
stered by sustained public
investment in physical and
digital infrastructure, the
simplification of tax laws,
measures targeted at the
MSMESs that have sought to

ease credit constraints.

“These reforms have
coincided with stronger
corporate and financial
sector balance sheets, ris-
ing formalisation of em-
ployment, and continued
improvements in tax admi-
nistration,” the Survey ad-
ded. "Together, these de-
velopments make a
persuasive case that India’s
potential growth has risen
to around 7% over the me-
dium term."

The Survey outlined
three scenarios for the
world that could unfold in
2026. The worst of these,
the macroeconomic conse-

quences of which “could
be worse than those of the
2008 global financial cri-
sis", was assigned a proba-
bility of 10%-20%.

Under the worst-case
scenario, systemic finan-
cial, technological, and ge-
opolitical stresses would
amplify each other rather
than taking place indepen-
dently.

A key emerging risk, the
Survey said, was the level
of highly-leveraged invest-
ments in artificial invest-
ment (AD).

It said these invest-
ments have exposed busi-
ness models that are de-

with “geopolitical escala-
tion or trade disruption”,
the result could be a shar-
per contraction in global li-
quidity, a jarring weakening
of capital flows, and a “shift
toward defensive economic
TeSPONSes across regions”,

“While this remains a
lower-probability scenario,
its consequences would be
significantly asymmetric,”
the Survey said. The ma-
CToeconomic consequences
could be worse than those
of the 2008 global financial
crisis, it said.

The Survey gave its best-
case scenario a 40%-45%
chance of occurring. Under
this scenario, conditions
from 2025 would persist in
2026, albeit in a more fra-
gile state,

In its third scenario, also
assigned a probability of
40%-45%, the Survey said

Outlook for global economy relatively grim, and

the probability of a “disor-
derly multipolar break-
down™ rose significantly.
“Under this outcome, stra-
tegic rivalry intensifies, the
Russia-Ukraine conflict re-
mains unresolved in a des-
tabilising form, and collec-
tive security arrangements
unravel,”  the

predicted,

Risks to India

The Survey said that in all
three scenarios, India was
relatively better off than
most other countries but
added that it still faced
risks.

“The three scenarios
pose a common risk for In-
dia: disruption of capital
flows and the consequent
impact on the rupee,” the
Survey said. “Only the de-
gree and the duration will

Survey

growth outlook for the country from 6.5% to 7% this could pose risks to India, the survey adds
pendent on “optimistic”
| SCENARIO 3 | execution timelines, narrow
The best-case Multipolar breakdown | The worst-case customer concentration,
Probability Frobability Probability and long-duration capital
' commitments.
404-45% | 404-45+ | 10%-20 ik eg.
® Described as * Systemic breakdown | ® A major correction ment would not end techn-
“business asin isno longer justa in Al-infrastructure ological adopllon, but it
condtonsraln. | saree MUeAENSOcd could tighten financial con-
Erated Uk Bacorme = Strategic rivalry ® The correction ditions, trigger risk aversion
Bgra prevails and the triggers intense d
less secure and spill over into broader
i Russia-Ukraine risk aversion ital » th
® Existing frictions conflict remains @ if this colncides capital markets,” the Survey
do not lead to a total unresolved with geopoitical said. )
collapse, bt create = Trade becomes escalation, it could X Without naming any par-
inaa e ARSI explicitly coercive, weaken capital ticular countries, the Sur-
= Minor shocks will leadingtoa flows and contract vey said that if these deve-
require governments proliferation of global Bquidity lopments also coincided
to intervene to sanctions and T A CTOBCONOMIE

It added that this impact
might not be confined to a
year, and could be more
enduring.

“In  response, India
needs to generate sufficient
investor interest and export
earnings in foreign curren-
cy to cover its rising import
bill, as, regardless of the
success of indigenisation ef-
forts, rising imports will in-
variably accompany rising
incomes,” the Survey said.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 5, 6, & 12
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Economic Survey 2025-26 presents a positive outlook for India but warns of a troubled global

economy.
FY27 growth projection (range): 6.8%-7.2%.
Medium-term domestic growth outlook for FY26 is raised from 6.5% to 7%.

The Survey lays out three global scenarios for 2026 with different probabilities:

 Best-case (40%-45%): "Business-as-usual” continues, but the world is more fragile, with

volatility and high policy uncertainty.
e Multipolar breakdown (40%-45%): Rivalries deepen; sanctions/counter-measures, coercive

trade, and supply-chain realignment intensify.
e Worst-case (10%-20%): Correction in Al-infrastructure investments, sharp risk aversion,
weakened capital flows, contraction in global liquidity, potentially worse than 2008-type stress.

e Risks to India highlighted: disruption of capital flows and pressure on the rupee; effects may be

longer than a year.



Risk analysis

The Economic Survey outlined three scenarios for the
world economy that could unfold in 2026

Spelling out strategy: Chief Economic Adviser
V. Anantha Nageswaran addressing the media in New
Delhi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

[SCENARIO 1

The best-case

Probability:
40%— 45%

® Described as
“business asin
2025,” where global
conditions remain
integrated but become
less secure

® Existing frictions
do not lead to a total
collapse, but create
volatility

® Minor shocks will
require governments
to intervene to
stabilise market
expectations

® High levels of policy
uncertainty will persist

|SCENARIO 2|

Multipolar breakdown

Proba bl[lty
40%— 45%

® Systemic breakdown
is no longer just a
“tail risk”

[SCENARIO 3

The worst-case

Proba blllty
10%—20%

® A major correction
in Al-infrastructure
investments occur

m Strategic rivalry
prevails and the
Russia-Ukraine
conflict remains
unresolved

® Trade becomes
explicitly coercive,
leading to a
proliferation of
sanctions and
counter-measures

® Supply chains
are realigned under
political pressure

® The correction
triggers intense
risk aversion

u If this coincides
with geopolitical
escalation, it could
weaken capital
flows and contract
global liquidity

® The macroeconomic
fallout could be
worse than the

2008 global

financial crisis




Economic Survey highlights uneven

distribution of secondary schools

The report notes the need to ‘internationalise’ higher education and build State capacity in the sector; main reason for

children dropping out continues to be the need to supplement household income, and domestic and care responsibilities

Abhinay Lakshman

NEW DELHI

key issue in achiev-
A ing the target set by

the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP), 2020 to
increase expected years of
schooling in India to 15
from the current 13 was the
“uneven distribution of
schools”, said the Econom-
ic Survey for 2025-26, re-
leased on Thursday ahead
of the Budget.

Only about 17% schools
provide secondary educa-
tion in rural areas, it
showed, and about 38%
schools provide secondary
education for urban areas.

The Survey showed that
this corresponded with
other sources of data that
said the largest number of
out-of-school children
were of secondary school
age (between 14 and 18
years), and the need to
supplement household in-
come, and domestic and
care responsibilities conti-
nued to be the leading rea-
sons for school dropouts.

“Building State capacity
in higher education, foster-
ing academia-industry col-

- S ‘
The report shows that only about 17% schools in rural areas, and

about 38% in urban areas provide secondary education. FILE PHOTO

laboration, and expanding
global engagement can
further enhance the educa-
tion system’s responsive-
ness to the changing needs
of the economy,” the re-
port said in its chapter dis-
cussing education. The re-
port also touched upon the
newly introduced Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
Bill, 2025 intended to “re-
place fragmented, overlap-
ping regulations”, and fo-
cused on policy
interventions needed for
the “internationalisation”
of higher education.

“Notable gains in school
enrolments and higher
education sector, and im-
provement in innovation
index also reflect how PM
Modi’s ‘reform express’ is
fulfilling aspirations, driv-
ing transformations and
ensuring inclusive
growth,” Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan said on Thursday,
commenting on the out-
look on education in the
Economic Survey,

Mr. Pradhan also shared
a snapshot of the Survey's
section on education,

which highlights that India
now has 23 Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology (IITs),
21 Indian Institutes of Man-
agement, and 20 All India
Institutes of Medical
Sciences, along with esta-
blishing two international
IIT campuses (in Zanzibar
and Abu Dhabi).

While India had im-
proved enrolment at early
levels of school education,
the “secondary age-specif-
ic net enrolment (NER) re-
mains low at 52.2%, high-
lighting the need to retain
students beyond Grade VI-
I1,” the Survey said.

“To fully convert its vast
human resource base into
high quality human capi-
tal, India needs to raise its
EYS (Expected Years of
Schooling) to 15 years set
by NEP’s 5+3+3+4 schooling
structure for ages 3-18.2,”
the Survey added.

Citing data from the Pe-
riodic Labour Force Survey
of 202324, the Survey
notes that nearly two crore
adolescents aged between
14 and 18 were out of
school.

“The single largest rea-
son for adolescent dropout

is the need to supplemen
household income, ac
counting for 44% of dro
pouts,” it added. While ov
er 67% boys cite the neec
to supplement householc
income as a reason fo
dropping out of school
55% girls reported domes
tic and care responsibilitie:
as the “major constraint”
the Survey said.

“High dropout rates
driven by economic pres
sures, make integrating
school-based vocationa
and skills education an ur
gent priority,” the Surve)
noted, adding that curren
data from the Periodic La
bour Force Survey 2023-2
showed that only 0.97% o
adolescents aged betweer
14 and 18 had received in
stitutional skilling, with
91.94% having receivec
none.

A major thrust of the
Survey’s section on highel
education is the need t
“internationalise” the sec
tor, along with developiny
State capacities for highel
education,  considering
that over 81% of highe
education enrolment:
were in State institutions.



Core finding (Economic Survey 2025-26): India’'s push to raise Expected Years of Schooling (EYS)
to 15 (from ~13) under NEP 2020 is constrained by the uneven distribution of secondary schools.
Rural-Urban gap in secondary schooling access:
e Only ~17% schools in rural areas provide secondary education.
» About ~38% schools in urban areas provide secondary education.
Dropouts: who and why (key drivers):
* The largest out-of-school group is secondary school-age adolescents (14-18 years).
e The single biggest reason: need to supplement household income (about 44% of dropouts).
e Gender pattern: about 67% boys cite household income support; about 55% girls report
domestic/care responsibilities as the major constraint.
Secondary stage concern:
e Despite improvements in early schooling enrolment, secondary age-specific Net Enrolment
Rate (NER) is low at ~52.2%, implying a retention challenge beyond middle grades.
Skills/vocational education gap:
e High dropouts driven by economic pressure make school-based vocational/skills education
urgent.
e PLFS 2023-24 snapshot: only ~0.97% adolescents (14-18) received institutional skilling;
~91.94% received no skilling.



Higher education: capacity +
internationalisation

The Survey flags the need to internationalise
higher education and build State capacity.

India currently has 23 lITs, 21 1IMs, 20 AIIMS,
and mentions international lIT campuses
(Zanzibar, Abu Dhabi).

Since over 81% higher-education enrolments
are in State institutions, State capacity
becomes central.




Exam

Year (Exam date)

PYQ topic (Economic Survey
link)

Question asked (English)

50 (Hindi)

Answer / Key

UPSC CSE Prelims
(GS-1)

2020 (04 Oct 2020)

External sector / Trade &
CAD

“With reference to the international trade of India at
present, which statements are correct?”
(Merchandise exports<imports; services
exports>imports; India has overall deficit, etc.)

T T BIA-F T

% O%”

Correct set: 1, 3 and 4 only (typical key)

UPSC CSE Prelims
(GS-1)

2011 (12 Jun 2011)

FDI vs FII/FPI (Capital flows)

“Which statement best represents an important
difference between FDI and FlI/FPI?”

“FDI Y FII/FPI@W
BHHT TP FIE

FDI = ownership/management control
(long-term); FlI/FPI = securities/portfolio
(no control, more volatile)

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-
3)

2022 (16-25 Sep
2022; GS3 on 24

Sep)

FDI-FPI + Rupee impact

“What is the difference between FDI and FPI? How
does FPI outflow impact Indian market and the value
of the rupee?”

“FDITY_FPIB Y 050,
FPIS &S5I5T el T SE98
T s Deaess”

Core points: FDI stable/control; FPI
liquid/volatile; outflows - rupee pressure,
yields up, equities down

UPSC CSE Prelims
(GS-1)

2013 (26 May 2013)

Exchange rate / Rupee
depreciation

“Rupee depreciation/devaluation—likely effects on
exports, imports, BoP?”

“$T96 55 LRASWEE 3T
HIF-S Ieie/BoP T &
SRoBI?”

General key: exports more competitive;
imports costlier; CAD may improve if
elasticities support

UPSC CSE Prelims
(GS-1)

2016 (07 Aug 2016)

Inflation basics

“What is inflation / what contributes to CPI rise /
which is cost-push vs demand-pull?” (concept PYQs
recur)

WIEF/ CPI 0TS 35 35K ;
cost-push OSRT demand-
pull?”

Concept key: food/fuel shocks - cost-push;
excess demand - demand-pull

UPSC CSE Prelims
(GS-1)

2017 (18 Jun 2017)

Fiscal deficit / Budget
concepts

“Fiscal deficit is... (definition/formula)?”

"B I T %5 B IS
W

Fiscal Deficit = Total Expenditure — (Total
Receipts excluding borrowings)

CDS/AFCAT (Current
affairs + Eco basics)

Multi-shift (varies)

Forex reserves / exchange
rate

“Why forex reserves matter? Import cover? Currency
stability?”

qm;:?”

S

Key: external buffer, import cover,
confidence, rupee stability




UPSC CSE Prelims (GS-
1)

UPSC CSE Prelims (GS-
1)

UPSC CSE Prelims (GS-
1)

SSC CGL (GS/Economy)

IBPS PO/Clerk
(Economy/Banking
awareness)

Railway RRB
(GS/Economy)

2018 (03 Jun
2018)

2019 (02 Jun
2019)

2021 (10 Oct
2021)

Multi-shift
(varies)

Multi-shift
(varies)

Multi-shift
(varies)

National Income
(GDP/GNP, real vs
nominal)

GST / Indirect
taxes

BoP / CAD
financing

GDP, Inflation,
Fiscal deficit

Repo rate,
liquidity, inflation

Budget terms /
taxes

“Real vs Nominal GDP / GDP deflator
/ base year ideas” (frequent PYQ
theme)

“GST—features like destination-
based tax, input tax credit, GST
Council roles” (recurring)

“CAD can be financed by which
flows? (FDI/FPI, borrowing, reserves
etc.)” (common PYQ style)

“Real vs nominal GDP / inflation
meaning / fiscal deficit formula”
(asked repeatedly)

“Repo rate increase impacts
inflation/liquidity?”

“Direct vs indirect tax, GST basics,
fiscal deficit basics”

TS (ISR SRR,
GDP/GDP&&@?

”GSTZ—‘,"&F ’ﬂ@%c—_tﬁ?—
destination based, ITC,

GST Council”

“CAD S& Oareser

TS BREA?”

A

“Real vs Nominal GDP /
IR | Tk S5ged
st

B T IS &
WWG_@T I
ShaA?”

936—% @’&'@ SH, GST,
f|scal def|C|t

Key: Real = inflation adjusted; Nominal
includes inflation; Deflator captures
price changes

Key: destination-based; ITC chain;
Council federal body for rates/rules

Key: capital account inflows (FDI/FPI,
ECBs), use of reserves; sustainable if
stable flows

Standard keys: Real excludes inflation;
fiscal deficit formula; CPI drivers

Key: liquidity tightens; inflationary
pressure moderates (lagged)

Key: GST indirect; direct tax on income;
fiscal deficit borrowing gap



Survey calls for tackling rising digital
addiction, mental health problems

NEW DELHI

The Economic Survey
2025-26, presented on
Thursday, has flagged the
rapid rise of digital addic-
tion and screen-related
mental health problems as
a major healthcare issue,
particularly among chil-
dren and adolescents.

The Survey has recom-
mended structured inter-
ventions including cyber-
safety education, peer-
mentor programmes, man-
datory physical activity in
schools, parental training
on screen-time manage-
ment, age-appropriate dig-
ital access policies, and
platform accountability for
harmful content.

It also suggests network-
level safeguards such as
differentiated data plans
for educational-versus-re-
creational use and default
blocking of high-risk con-
tent categories.

On mental healthcare
delivery, the Survey pro-
posed expanding the na-
tional Tele-MANAS pro-
gramme beyond crisis

It suggests mobile network-level safeguards such as differentiated
data plans for educational-versus-recreational use. FILE PHOTO

counselling to actively ad-
dress digital addiction. In-
tegration with school and
college systems and train-
ing of dedicated counsel-
lors is recommended to
normalise help-seeking be-
haviour and enable early
intervention at scale.

The Survey also under-
lined the importance of
technology-enabled public
health surveillance and
service delivery and stated
that sustained investment
in preventive care, nutri-
tion, mental health, digital
wellness and community-
level health systems was

essential to protect India’s
demographic dividend and
ensure a healthier, more
productive workforce in
the coming decades.

Decline in MMR

It also noted that since
1990, India had reduced its
maternal mortality rate
(MMR) by 86%, far exceed-
ing the global average of
48%. “A 78% decline in the
under-five mortality rate
(USMR) was achieved, sur-
passing the global reduc-
tion of 61% and a 70% de-
cline in the neonatal
mortality rate (NMR) com-

pared to 54% globally dur-
ing 1990 to 2023. The in-
fant mortality rate (IMR)
marked a drop of more
than 37% over the past de-
cade, declining from 40
deaths per thousand live
births in 2013 to 25 in
2023,” it said.

Roma Kumar, clinical
psychologist, Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital, said the
pandemic accelerated
screen dependence as iso-
lation pushed individuals
toward digital spaces for
connection.  “Excessive
screen time aggravates all
lifestyle diseases. Preven-
tive strategies include exer-
cise, stress management,
and lifestyle changes from
a young age,” she said.

Vinay Aggarwal, former
national president, Indian
Medical Association (IMA),
said that India had an inap-
propriate share of both in-
fectious and non-infectious
diseases. “Burdened by the
thrifty gene inherited over
centuries, the current lifes-
tyle and food choices end
up in fatty liver, obesity,
and diabetes mellitus,” Dr.
Aggarwal added.
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Bihar Cabinet gives nod
for additional X2 lakh aid
to women entrepreneurs

State govt. has so far transferred 10,000 into bank accounts of 1.56 crore women beneficiaries

since launch of scheme; rules framed to regulate use of social media by government employees

Amit Bhelari

PATNA

The Bihar Cabinet on
Thursday gave its nod to
provide additional finan-
cial assistance of up to ¥2
lakh to women entrepre-
neurs for carrying out busi-
ness of their choice under
the Mukhyamantri Mahila
Rojgar Yojana, which was
rolled out in August 2025.

“The State Cabinet to-
day gave its nod to provide
additional financial assis-
tance to the beneficiaries
of Mukhyamantri Mahila
Rojgar Yojana,” Arvind Ku-
mar Choudhary, Addition-
al Chief Secretary in the
Cabinet Secretariat Depart-
ment, told reporters here
in a post-Cabinet meeting.

The Nitish Kumar-led
government had in August
last year approved the
scheme to ensure econom-
ic empowerment of wo-
men in the State, The
scheme is believed to have
played an important role in
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) winning
202 Assembly seats out of
243 in the last election.

scheme to ensure economic empowerment of women. FILE PHOTO

Under the scheme, a
woman from each family is
given the first instalment of
20,000 as assistance to
start a business of her own
choice, creating employ-
ment opportunities in the
State itself. The State go-
vernment has so far, since
the launch of the scheme
in September 2025, trans-
ferred 10,000 into the
bank accounts of 1.56 crore
women beneficiaries.

“I am happy to an-
nounce that the process of
giving additional financial
assistance of up to ¥2 lakh
to the selected beneficiar-
ies under the scheme has

begun. The amount will be
given in phases provided
the money given for the
purpose has been utilised
properly,” Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar said in a post
on X.

The Cabinet also gave its
nod to the Bihar Govern-
ment Servants’ Conduct
(Amendment) Rules 2026
to regulate government
employees working at ev-
ery level. They will now
have to follow specified
guidelines while using so-
cial media platforms. It will
be implemented across the
entire State, General Admi-
nistration Department Ad-

ditional Chief Secretary B.
Rajender said.

The code of conduct
prepared for government
employees provides in-
cludes guidelines not using
government symbols, offi-
cial phone numbers, desig-
nations, or other such de-
tails on any social media
account created in their
own name or under a
pseudonym, Mr. Rajender
said. They must refrain
from expressing personal
views or making com-
ments on any issue, wheth-
er political, governmental,
or otherwise, he added.

Semiconductor policy
The Cabinet also gave its
nod to the Bihar Semicon-
ductor Policy 2026, aimed
at attracting private invest-
ments to the State. Indus-
tries Department Secre-
tary Kundan Kumar said
companies investing in the
State will get a subsidy of
60% of the capital expendi-
ture; while the Central go-
vernment gives 50% as
subsidy, Bihar will subsi-
dise 60% of the remaining
amount.
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India-Arab League: bridging cultures, creating opportunities

inisters and delegates of the
22-member Arab League are
gathering in Delhi for the 2nd
India-Arab Forefgn Ministers'
Meeting on January 30-31, 2026. This Is & major
dipfomatic outreach by India at a time when
there are multiple conflicts brewing on the
harizan in the region and the world is grappling
with the rapidly changing global order, set in
motion largely due to U.S. President Donald
Trump's total disregard for the sovereignty of
nations and the rules-based international order.
As the ministers gather in Delhi, war clouds are
still hovering over Iran and the massive military
buiki-up by the U.S. continues, In Syria, despite a
ceasefire, uncertainty continues and long-term
peace is still some distance away. Gaza finally
looks towards transitioning to peace even as
details of phase two of the ceasefire are still in the
works. The recovery of the body of the last Israeli
hostage from Gaza on January 26 is a major
victory for Israel and may well motivate it to
move towards relaxing the restrictions in Gaza,
However, the most surprising development ks
the emergence of fault lines among two close
allies — Saudi Arabia and the UAE - mostly over
conflicting interests in Yemen but akso over power
and influence in the region. We need to watch out
for the possibility of rival military alliances. India,
100, Is closely monitoring the situation, while
formulating its own strategy for the region.

India and the Arab League
The Arab League, officially known as the League
of Arab States (LAS), was formed in Cairo on
March 22, 1945, initially with seven members.
‘Today, it has 22 member states from North Africa
and West Asia. Although India’s relations with
countries in the Arab League go back centuries,
the engagement with the LAS was formalised in
March 2002 when a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed,
institutionalising the process of dialogue, The
MoU Is almed to “promote and develop the
traditional relationship of friendship and
cooperation between India and the Arab States”
and provides for annual m between the
External Affairs Minister of India and the
Secretary General of the Arab League.
During the visit of Arab League Secretary
General, Amr Moussa, to India in December
2008, the Arab-India Cooperation Forum (AICF)
was established. And in December 2010, the
Indian Ambassador to Egypt was designated as
India's Permanent Representative to the Arab
League. The first meeting of the AICF was held in
January 2016 at Manama, Bahrain. In addition,
there ks the India-LAS Parmership and
Investment Summit, a biennial flagship economic
event. During the current visit of foreign
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League region
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Arab League
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ministers, a new initiative called the India and
Arab Countries Chambers of Commerce, Industry
and Agriculture is scheduled to be inaugurated.

Key pillars of engagement

The India-LAS partnership goes beyond trade and
Investment. Over the past decade, strategic
partnerships and security have emerged as
crucial areas of . Oman was the first
country with which India signed a strategic
partnership in 2008. With the signing of similar
agreements with the UAE in 2015, Saudi Arabia in
2019, Egypt in 2023, and Qatar in 2025, the depth
and scope of strategic convergence with the
region has grown rapidly.

India has also strongly rallied for the region in
various multilateral forums such as BRICS and
SCO, Even among the strategic vision of
countries, there are significant convergences,
whether it is the Saudi Vision 2030, the UAE
Centennial 2071, the Kuwait Vision 2035, the
Oman Vision 2040, or India's Viksit Bharat in
2047. In fact, in the Saudi Vision 2030, India is
one of the eight strategic partners

hadeandlnvenmnuwmlnuetobetbe
bedrock of the relationship and have stood the
test of time, including the COVID-I19 pandemic.
Most of India's external trade passes through the
Suez Canal, the Red Sea, and the Gulf of Aden,
Bilateral trade between India and the Arab
League currently stands at over $240 billion.
India has signed the Comprehensive Economic
Parmership Agreement with the UAE and Oman.
As a result, bilateral trade with the UAE has
already crossed $115 billion and has now been
reset at $200 billion by 2030. Major investment
commitments in India have been made by the
UAE ($75 biilion), Sawdi Arabia ($100 billion) and
Qatar ($10 billion), mostly In the fast-growing
infrastructure sector. The cumulative FDI in India
from the region has crossed $2.5 billion, As trade
ties grow, connectivity becomes an impsortant
factor to ensure speed, efficiency and collective
prosperity. The India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor, launched at the G20 Leaders’
Summit in New Delhi in September 2023,
therefore, gains significance and is likely to be
discussed at the meeting.

With Prime Minister Narendra Modi pushing
for development of digital public infrastructure
for speed and transparency of transactions,
Fintech is emerging as yet another area of mutual
convergence. The RuPay card was launched in
the UAE in August 2019, Fram July 2023, the
Indian rupee is being accepted as legal currency
at Dubai airports. Also, India and the UAE have
operationalised the rupee-dirham settlement
system, India’s Unified Payments Interface Is
already accepted for financial transactions in
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE and is

likely to grow further in the LAS countries soon.

Energy is a critical pillar of the partnership.
The region caters to about 60% of India’s crude
il imports, 70% of natural gas, and more than
50% of fertilizers and related products. Irag,
Saudi Arabia, and the UAE are the top three
exporters of crude oil. The UAE has also signed
an agreement with India to store strategic oil
reserves in the country, operationalised with an
Initial iInvestment of $400 million. With Qatar, the
$78 billion Liguified Natural Gas (LNG) deal
signed in February 2024, with assured import of
7.5 million tonnes of LNG a year for another 20
years, adds a critical link to India's energy

. In addition, in July 2023, ADNOC (Abu

Dhabi National Ol Company) and Indian O
signed a LNG contract for 1.2 million metric
tonnes per annum over a period of 14 years.

Living under the threat of conflicts and terror,
security and defence are growing as important
pillars in the partnership. Defence partnership
agreements have been signed with multiple
countries in the LAS including Oman, the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Qatar and are growing.
India's maritime security initlatives such as
Security and Growth for All in the Region
(SAGAR) aim to promote joint collaboration in the
Indian Ocean Region, particularly against sea
piracy and maritime security threats, ndia's
agreement with Oman over the Dugm portis a
strategic deal that offers a critical advantage to
the Indian Navy in its operations in the region
while also allowing It to keep a discreet watch on
the activity of China’s People's Liberation Army
Navy. The threat of war In Iran and the future of
the Gaza peace process are common areas of
security concerns in the region and are likely to
figure as a key agenda during the meetings.

Most of the LAS countries are in total sync in
India's fight against cross-border terror and have
condemned the Urd, Pathankot, Pulwama, and
Pahalgam terror attacks in India. joint production
of defence equipment and export of key weapon
platforms such as the Tejas fighter alreraft,
BrahMos and Aakash missiles, and artillery guns
are also emerging as important attractions for
LAS countries. Cyber, space and drone are future
areas of cooperation.

Looking ahead

As India grows into a major economic, political,
and military power, the Arab League region
forms a critical part of its global matrix. For LAS
countries too, India is a strong and reliable
partner, The countries of the two reglons may be
separated by the Arabian Sea but are joined by
history, destiny, trust, and growing brotherhood.
The meeting of the foreign ministers of LAS in
Delhi offers the perfect opportunity to forge
closer ties and seek new avenues of engagement.
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Health is wealth

During the COVID years, public spending on health as a percentage of GDP had increased some-
what, with much of the rise attributed to the States rather than the Union government

CHART 1: Union and State government spending on health (as % of GDP)
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CHART 2: Union government expenditure on health B without cess (2018-19 prices)
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Source: indiabudget.gov.in, Economic Survey, RBI's State Finances: Study of budgets



MOVEAIMED AT CUTTING IMPORT DEPENDENCE

Coking coal gets
critical mineral status

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, January 29

IN A MOVE aimed at strength-
ening mineral security and
reducing India’s heavy reliance
onimports for steelmaking, the
government on Thursday noti-
fied coking coal as a critical and
strategic mineral under the
Mines and Minerals (Develop-
mentand Regulation)Act, 1957.
The notification is part of
the ongoing structural reforms
inthe mining sectorand aligns
with the vision of Aatmanirb-
har Bharat and Viksit Bharat
2047, the Ministry of Coal said.
The decision has been
taken based on the recommen-
dations of the High-Level
Committee on Implementa-
tion of Viksit Bharat Goalsand
policy inputs from NITI Aayog,
recognising the strategic
importance of coking coal in
meeting the requirements of
the domestic steel sector and
ensuring mineral security.
India has estimated coking
coal resources of about 37.37
billion tonne, largely concen-
trated in Jharkhand, with addi-
tional reserves located in Mad-
hya Pradesh, West Bengal and
Chhattisgarh, Despite this
domestic availability, imports
of coking coal have increased
to 57.58 milliontonnein FY25
from 51.20 million tonne in
FY21. At present, nearly 95%
of the steel sector’s coking coal
requirement is met through
imports, resulting in a signifi-

STRENGTHENING Nearly
MINERAL SECURITY 95%
By T a7 e of the steel
e sector's
coking coal
requirement
is met
through
imports
The move
is expected
to -
= India has m Coking coal ::Zwm
estimated coking  imports have L rpiiacd
coal resources of  increased to a;twruu.
about 57.58 MTinFY2s ;“‘“:"
37.37 from i
billion tonne 51.20 MTinFy21 approva:
cant foreign exchange outgo. Mining of critical minerals

“To address this continued
dependence, the Central gov-
ernment,in exercise of powers
conferred under Section 11C
of the MMDR Act, 1957, has
amended the First Schedule of
the Act. Accordingly, in Part A,
the term ‘coal’ now reads as
‘coal, including coking coal’,
and ‘coking coal’ has been
included in Part D, which lists
critical and strategic minerals,”
the ministry said.

Theinclusion of coking coal
in this category is expected to
facilitate faster approvals,
improve ease of doing business
andaccelerateexplorationand
mining activities, including
deep-seated deposits,

is exempt from public consul-
tation requirements and
allows the use of degraded for-
est land for compensatory
afforestation, measures
expected to encourage greater
private sector participation.

The reform is aimed at
reducing import dependence,
strengthening supply-chain
resilience for the steel sector
and supporting the objectives
of the National Steel Policy. It is
also expected to promote pri-
vate investment in explo-
ration, beneficiation and
advanced mining technolo-
gies,while generatingemploy-
ment across the mining, logis-
tics and steel value chain.



Trump s Iran Threat Rattles Metals | Oil Surges | Re Slides

~ Silver jumps above Z4L/kg,

gold close to 32L/10gm mark

Partha.Sinha@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Silver, the precious
metal that has been witness-
ing an unprecedented rally
for over two years, on Thurs-
day breached above the Rs 4-
lakh/kg price level for the
first time in history as geopol-
itical tensions kept interna-
tional prices of the white met-
alon the boil.

Gold, themore precious of
the two, which is also witness-
ing a more than a year-long
rally, went above the Rs 1.8
lakh/10gm mark on MCX.

In the international mar-
ket, silver pricesrallied above
the $120/ounce (Oz) mark,
while gold prices broke above
the $5,600/0z mark, both for
the first time in its history.
However, silver dropped by
6% and gold by 4% as inves-
tors booked profits after re-
cord highs.

On MCX, in late trades,
gold futures contracts for Feb
delivery were trading at Rs
1.75 lakh level with the day’s
high at almost Rs 181 lakh.

Gold Rush "25: High Values, Lean Volumes

> India's gold demand > lnvshnentdemmd
value rose to 27.5 lakh cr jumped 73% to nearly
in 2025, up 30% from 5.8 3 lakher
lakh cr in 2024 > Volume demand fell
> Jewellery demand rose 11% to 711 tonnes as prices
12% to 74.5 lakh cr 4.+ repeatedly hit record highs
Global Demand For Yellow Metal Hit New Peaks
u Global gold demand Investment demand e} Central banks
crossed 5,000 tonnes bl hit 2,175 tonnes, a bought 863
for the first time new all-time peak tonnes of gold
Source: World Gold Council - Gold Demand Trends 2025

At 77.5 lakh cr, India logs record gold
demand in 2025: WGC data

Mumbai: In 2025, the total domestic demand for gold in 2025
was up 30% from Rs 5.8 lakh crore in 2024, World Gold Council
(WGC)'s data showed. According to Sachin Jain, regional CEQO,
WGC, in 2026, India’s gold demand could be around 700 tonnes as
the yellow metal can continue to benefit from “persistent global
uncertainties, a potentially softer interest rate environment, and
sustained diversification efforts by global central banks.” T

With the Feb contracts near-
ing expiry, April futures were
the most traded ones on

at Rs1.931akh.

Thursday with the day's high
Also on MCX, silver con-

tracts for March were trading
at Rs 4.2 lakh, at the highest
pricelogged on Thursday.

According to Rahul Ka-
lantri, VP Commodities,
Mehta Equities, gold extend-
ed its record-breaking rally
on Thursday as investors in-
creased their demand for safe-
haven assets in the backdrop
of mounting geopolitical and
economic uncertainty. Silver
alsostrengthened due to simi-
larreasons.

OnThursday, these metals
rallied further despite the US
Federal Reserve's decision to
leave interest rates un-
changed, reinforcingexpecta-
tions of prolonged monetary
support, Kalantri said. “In-
vestors are increasingly shift-
ing away from paper curren-
cies and moving toward tan-
gible assets such as precious
metals. Meanwhile, geopoliti-
cal uncertainty rose after the
US President Donald Trump
urged Iran to reach a nuclear
deal, warning that any future
USmilitary response could be
far more severe.”



Karnataka Leads India’s
GenAl Startup
Ecosystem



Dimension / © JRT

News Context

Share of GenAl Startups

India’s Global Rank

Growth in GenAl Startups

Reason for Karnataka’s Lead

Deep-Tech Funding

Academic Backbone

Key Facts (English +3°%g)

Karnataka leads India’s Generative Al (GenAl) startup ecosystem (Economic Survey 2025-26). /
SOHS hkle S5 o OEBRI Al eR T TSSREald W 2%

Karnataka hosts ~39% of India’s GenAl startups. / skl 35 JIUshU 39% GenAl &R T
SYHT W

India is the 3rd largest startup ecosystem globally. / Skl I ST cogoid ¢ 0 S0 ad
adeR T TSPk adl

GenAl startups rose from 240 (H1-2024) to ~890 (H1-2025) - ~3x growth. / GenAl &sR &
240 g 093Y 319y 390

Strong IT base, talent pool, research institutions, VC funding. /T BF ITS %I, SHeshd, Seig ol
Deep-tech funding in Karnataka grew by ~78% (CY 2024). / 7gg-€5 UPFF W@BIVHU 78%

E 4

Presence of 11Sc Bengaluru, IITs, IlITs, top engineering colleges. / IISc BYHE T &% ¢S Sese
= 2N

~°




Enterprise Adoption

Investor Interest

Other Leading States

Policy Support

Economic Impact

Strategic Significance

High enterprise adoption of Al in fintech, health-tech, ed-tech, manufacturing. /

T DA TS 35 & Bie

Rising domestic & global VCinterest in Al startups. / CSBERTT e 0] TE A S
0%t 25

Karnataka > Maharashtra > Telangana > Tamil Nadu. / S %3 35 [dc JURERHT

Karnataka Al Mission, startup-friendly policies. / AI*RICS 3T aHeR €-2 RERI
See-digh

~

Job creation, high-value exports, productivity gains. /$&4 Utl G- T &5aes od
EOIRE

~

Positions India as a global Al innovation hub. / 5kl 551 LS Al S5 T F W@



GenAl = Al systems
that generate text,
images, code,
audio, video.

Bengaluru = India’s Al aligns with Digital
“Al & Startup India, Make in
Capital”. India, Startup India.

Al contributes to Al regulation debate
SDG-8 (Decent linked with ethics,
Work) & SDG-9 bias, data privacy

(Innovation). (Mains fodder).




Q. Consider the following statements:

Karnataka hosts nearly 40% of India’s GenAl startups.

India is the largest startup ecosystem globally.

Deep-tech funding in Karnataka saw a sharp rise in 2024.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only

B) 1 and 3 only

C) 2 and 3 only

D)1,2and3
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Dimension / © IJERT

Announcement

Announced By

Core Objective

Budget Growth

Vision Statement

Development Model

Key Facts (English +30%#g)

Madhya Pradesh will observe 2026 as the “Year of Agriculture”.
/¥ 5§ 2026 TAFHE IH B B

Governor Mangu Bhai Patel during 77th Republic Day function
in Bhopal. / TEesRl THeFeE T E€H773§U.{ o %3G T
Strengthen agriculture & allied sectors as backbone of rural

economy. / HE F GURRIS FEAT TR R ikl Se ToH
0S8

Agriculture budget rose from X600 crore (2002-03) to X27,000+
crore (2024-25). / OT s (@R RE
“Prosperous Farmers, Prosperous State”. / “G3E %5 ¢d°, G

w

Multifaceted agriculture model with 10 focus areas. / 10 IS §
FEA R 1SS il I3




Technology Transfer

Income Enhancement

Natural Farming

Innovation & Startups

Marketing & Exports

Digital Transparency

Market Reforms

Animal Husbandry Push

Use of modern agri-tech, extension services. /S &BFS FE o5 %35 A SHIK GFE

Focus on farmers’ income growth. /2B gd%#Se S OIYIS 9 ¢5H

Promotion of natural/organic farming. / sdg®Fs See BT 0YRH

Innovation in agri-inputs, value chains. / SBE S3icolT T &R €
Improved agri-marketing & export push. /&EE{ S I ARGy ¢l O3
Digital systems for transparency & delivery. /8% s3I eIHGed 3 DBT

Expansion of e-Mandi system. / g3 &RET

Emphasis on dairy, livestock sectors. / ERERIS 3 F=Iek B4 19HBH



e F

X

Madhya Pradesh = among top agri-states in
wheat, soybean, pulses production.

Agriculture aligns with SDG-2 (Zero Hunger) &
SDG-8 (Decent Work).

e-Mandi links with One Nation One Market
concept.

Natural farming supports climate-resilient
agriculture.

Budget jump reflects long-term agri
prioritisation since early 2000s.



* Q. Consider the following statements:

 Madhya Pradesh declared 2026 as the Year of
Agriculture.

* The agriculture budget of the state increased from
about X600 crore in 2002-03 to over 27,000 crore in
2024-25.

* The policy focuses only on crop production and
excludes allied sectors.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D)1,2and3
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Dimension / S JRd  Key Facts (English +30%&)

News Context

Index Name
Conducted By

India’s Score

Top Ranked
Country

60+ Threshold

India ranked 2nd globally in consumer confidence in Jan 2026. / - S3tE
2026 X5 shokke- ET e 9 SpCag WC W e

Primary Consumer Sentiment Index (PCSI). / SSRRSER STAET EBRG HP
LSEG—Ipsos survey across 30 countries. / 30 SCAE LSEG—Ipsos o34

60.7 in Jan 2026 (+1.4 points MoM). / skl 59 WeT 60.7 GEE BT &
+1.4)

Indonesia ranked 1st with 62.6 score. / B/SABE IR s

Only India & Indonesia crossed 60-point mark. / $5315T Sijle 3 SAFSE I
60 & 7 &Y



Economic
Optimism

Employment
Optimism

Economic
Expectations

Demand Signal

Policy Significance

Risk Caveat

Driven by positive outlook on economy & growth. / ? gl S Y SIS
IR

Employment Sub-Index rose by ~6.3 points. / %4 UET &E-@ESHE ST FRE

Economic Expectations Sub-Index rose by ~6.6 points. / S3gE oedl 8T -
FESTE T

Indicates strong domestic consumption demand. /e BF SRR Sd obSe

Supports investment, capex & growth narrative. /w@ A Bisde A 0

Confidence sensitive to inflation & global shocks. /3UWIE T FICS SHEIFALTY
e ral



Q. Consider the following statements:

India ranked second globally in consumer confidence in January 2026.
Only India and Indonesia crossed the 60-point mark in the PCSI.

India ranked above Indonesia in the January 2026 survey.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only

B) 2 and 3 only

C) 1 and 3 only

D)1,2and3




Dhamtari Becomes First
District to Collect Property
Tax via SAMARTH Portal



Dimension / © JeRT

News Context

State

Portal Name
Launch Location
Mode of Payment
Nature of Reform
Who Benefits

Administrative
Impact

Key Facts (English +30%&)

Dhamtari district became first in India to collect property tax via SAMARTH
Panchayat Portal. / ¥etk Fckle Sd EURK 4 T 0% Ukl SAMARTH &8 &
@E’}E SY Awkid Ydd

Located in Chhattisgarh. / iig%@?q o S

SAMARTH Panchayat Portal. / g¥lcs] &ddle &K

Launched at Sankara Gram Panchayat, Nagri block. / Bt SRT Eddle, TUTR ?&1:5
UPl-enabled online payment gateway. / UPI © 5klc % o3 B oS

End-to-end digital property tax collection. / @SRRI SY &RU s{d

Rural citizens can pay tax from home. / SR SIS &1 FB5 S8 o>

Reduces manual work, delays & leakages. /38R o ¥ I E=3 R0 ERC




Transparency

First Gram
Panchayat

National
Significance

Governance
Theme

Linked
Initiatives

Future Scope

Improves accountability & tracking of arrears. / gEiBicsed I
0SaIT I

Sankara became India’s first GP to operationalise complete
digital tax workflow. / $EYH B¢ 3§ EUIk TEgdc

Sets national precedent for decentralised digital
administration. / ST SRAGoT

Digital Rural Governance & Panchayati Raj reforms. /s3I
SRR cde®

Digital India, e-Governance, Financial Inclusion. /%% s3I
BRI, ©-UATE

Can expand to water tax, trade license, fees. / 2 &5 StEA
[ > 0= 3]




* Q. Consider the following statements:

 Dhamtari district is the first in India to
collect property tax through the SAMARTH
Panchayat Portal.

* The initiative enables UPIl-based end-to-
end digital payment of property tax at the
gram panchayat level.

* The reform applies only to urban
municipal bodies.

* Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

A) 1 and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D)1,2and3







Dimension / © 3R

News Context

Authority Issuing Rules
Date of Notification
Reason for Stay

Interim Effect

Core Provision

Controversial Clause

Major Objection

Key Facts (English +2p%g)

Supreme Court stayed the implementation of UGC
Equity Regulations 2026. / g%XT 538 & UGC 88 sg
WREEHG 2026 BHEFTS FUFE UWE

University Grants Commission (UGC). /35IC3BIcRIa
R BESS T IGU

Regulations notified on 13 January 2026. / 13 =St
2026 FT ¥R

Widespread protests, legal challenges, constitutional
concerns. | GES g, SAhe GIOPPIE A GHRPES SO
UGC Regulations 2012 will continue to operate. /

A TIURRT 2012 $32F TS T TS

Mandatory Equal Opportunity Centres (EOC) in all
HEIs. / $5 &% S oX  GHSAREGTRS 3G I
Regulation 3(c) limited caste-based discrimination to
SC/ST/OBC only. / =P-S 35kl HE Rl BT
SC/ST/IOBC 5 geifsle 4B I

Exclusion of other vulnerable groups, vagueness. / 2}
e A% 3§ °T6e, 2 jHed




Campus Protests

Political Reaction

Constitutional Angle

Judicial Review

Federal Aspect

Larger Issue

Strong protests at Delhi University & other campuses. /
DU @0k 3 € TEGTEiRaPoit

Issue entered political discourse nationally. /sa:?%
OUlg Sd 3Bigd 0%

Linked with Articles 14, 15,21./2%& 14, 15, 21 &
SC exercised power of judicial review. /?aﬂug e%ked S&
[R2F>

A

Education in Concurrent List (Entry 25). /3 off &Xe3iel]
Balancing equity, autonomy & regulation in higher
education. / g3ESed, SEITed T SIS Sd SRS




O 06 60

UGC DERIVES POWER FROM EQUAL OPPORTUNITY JUDICIAL STAY # FINAL CASE HIGHLIGHTS TENSION
UGC ACT, 1956. CELLS EARLIER MANDATED VERDICT; IT IS AN INTERIM BETWEEN SOCIAL JUSTICE
UNDER 2012 REGULATIONS. MEASURE. AND REGULATORY CLARITY.




* Q. Consider the following statements:

* The Supreme Court stayed the
implementation of the UGC Equity
Regulations 2026.

» After the stay, the UGC Equity Regulations
2012 continue to govern equity issues in
higher education.

e Regulation 3(c) of the 2026 rules
expanded caste-based discrimination
protection to all social groups.

* Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

A) 1 and 2 only

B) 2 and 3 only

C) 1 and 3 only

D)1,2and3



Google DeepMind
Unveils
AlphaGenome Al

Tool for DNA
Mutations




Dimension / © IR
News Context
Tool Name

Announcement
Date

Research

Publication

Core Objective

Scientific Focus

Problem Addressed

Key Facts (English +30%&)

Google DeepMind unveiled AlphaGenome, an Al system to
understand DNA mutations. / @3 Ik % R FeoRd Al
73} EE%E?E

AlphaGenome. / 2 [F&SE

28 January 2026. / 28 = S3Itk 2026

Research published in Naturejournal./%\:ﬁr o ¥l OSSP o

Understand human genome, predict effects of genetic

changes. /X6R3 BBRT T W° S A %S ERRISBASS
ST 39T Q BHES

Interprets how DNA variations affect gene regulation. / DNA
OSTIRT «&™> MIRAC S5 Stk sshofble St es U

Linking DNA mutations to diseases & cancers. / DNA i@@'?
% EE?F/§§IE§EF §§ (e <IER




Type of Al

Key Advancement

Use Cases

Earlier DeepMind Work

Global Significance

Ethical Dimension

India Relevance

Generative / predictive Al for genomics. / T SHD S5 KIS HRIERISS Al

Goes beyond sequence - explains biological impact. /§§'§l€f W SUR obls
sl Se Ead

Disease research, drug discovery, personalised medicine. /3E¥F  BIzRIS, <o
&F, TEPTIS BT

Builds on AlphaFold (protein structure prediction). /R AEI¥ S& U S ol

Accelerates genomic science worldwide. / CS TBHE TR W6

Raises issues of data privacy, genetic ethics. / 3557 BESGIed F TS o

Supports biotech, health research & genome missions. / &l S& [0i5ses A
TTTRI EUT & BHch




Genome = complete Gene regulation
set of genetic decides when & how
material of an much a gene is

organism. expressed.

Al in genomics
supports precision
medicine.

Links with National AlphaGenome
Genome India strengthens Al-
Project (for Mains Biology convergence

enrichment). (emerging trend).




Q. Consider the following statements:

1.AlphaGenome is an Al tool developed by Google DeepMind
to study DNA mutations.

2.The research related to AlphaGenome was published in the
journal Nature.

3.AlphaGenome focuses only on identifying DNA sequences
and not on their biological impact.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A) 1 and 2 only

B) 2 and 3 only

C) 1 and 3 only

D)1,2and3
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+CURRENT AFFAIRS
2025-26 GOMBO

BY BHUNESH SIR | GET 10% [OFF CGDE:B10

INCLUDES:

¢ COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE

e | JAN 2025—-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS
l FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY, DEFENCE
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GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir
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Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court
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Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2
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2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.



Word of the day

Clamant:

conspicuously and offensively loud; given to
vehement outcry; demanding attention

Synonymes: crying, exigent, insistent,
blatant, clamorous, strident, vociferous

Usa g€ There is a clamant public demand for
a new law to protect stray dogs.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/clamantpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: [klzemant/, /kletmant/

Word of the day

ym:
ord that denotes one thing but refers to a
related thing

Usa g€ Washington is a metonym for the U.S.
government.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/metonympro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /me.ta.nim/
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